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PEEFACE 


Tpie  latter-day  Editor  of  a  System  of  Medicine  is  met  on  the  threshold 
by  a  vast  increase  of  the  matter  with  which  he  has  to  deal.  In 
the  Introduction  some  fuller  reference  is  made  to  this  increase ; 
at  present  it  is  sufficient  to  point  out  that  to  tetiology  alone  the 
whole  chapter  of  bacteriology  has  been  added.  Contributors  speak 
of  the  difficulty  of  keeping  the  matter  within  anything  like  the 
limits  assigned  to  them ;  for  what  is  true  of  tetiology  is  true  more 
or  less  for  every  section  of  every  chapter. 

When  nothing  more  than  opinions  were  needed  as  support  for 
opinions  teaching  was  easily  made  dogmatic  and  compact.  In 
modern  Medicine,  however,  every  statement  must  not  only  be  sub- 
mitted to  verification,  but  submitted  again  and  again.  The  methods 
of  verification  must  also  be  punctually  given,  and  all  statements  as 
accurately  reported  as  if  for  cross-examining  counsel.  We  cannot 
be  any  longer  content  to  state  that  "  the  soldier  said  "  such  and 
such  a  thing,  but  we  must  give  our  testimony  at  first  hand,  or  from 
carefully  accredited  and  recent  sources. 

Again,  pathology  has  not  only  become  intolerant  of  second-hand 
evidence,  but  is  irresistibly  leading  us  to  the  study  of  origins — 
to  the  study  of  processes  in  a  disinterested  way  as  an  aspect  of 
natural  history.  It  is  impressed  upon  us  in  the  field  of  Medicine, 
as  in  all  other  fields  of  knowledge,  that  to  pursue  knowledge  with  a 
consciously  utilitarian  end  before  us  is  to  fail  even  in  our  immediate 
ends.  It  is  as  true  now  as  it  was  two  thousand  years  ago  that  Wisdom 
must  be  sought  with  a  single  heart  devoted  to  her  love  and  service : 
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and  that  even  the  relief  of  humanity  cannot  stand  always  first  in 
our  sight.^  The  ultimate  use  of  thought,  no  doubt,  is  to  guide  our 
conduct ;  but  biology  nmst  be  studied  as  an  end  in  itself  before  we 
can  hope  to  apply  biology  successfully  in  the  conduct  of  living 
processes. 

On  the  other  hand,  w^ere  an  Editor  to  rule  out  of  his  treatises 
all  formulated  thought  on  things  not  measured  or  comprehended 
he  would  err  in  the  opposite  direction.  To  speak  or  act  as 
if  things  seen  imperfectly  or  confusedly  do  not  exist  were  worse 
than  pedantry ;  all  that  lore  which  has  the  approximate  truth  of  a 
large  number  of  observations — of  a  number  large  enough  to  reduce 
the  margin  of  error,  if  not  to  expel  it,  —  would  be  rejected, 
and  with  it  much  useful  art.  Many  a  bridge  was  built  before 
engineers  learnt  to  calculate  stress  ;  and  although  traditional 
medical  lore  may  prescribe  for  evils  wastefully,  yet  in  a  more  or 
less  cumbrous  or  roundabout  fashion  it  often  attains  or  approaches 
the  desired  purpose.  In  a  strange  land  a  tedious,  painful 
and  circuitous  route  is  better  than  no  route  at  all.  It  has  been 
our  endeavour  to  preserve  these  traditional  practices  and  these  hazy 
views,  where  we  cannot  replace  them  by  more  definite  measure- 
ments, lest  we  pull  up  wheat  with  tares,  and,  waiting  for  more  light, 
deprive  sufferers  meanwhile  of  some  kind  of  aid,  however  rude.^ 
The  acquired  tact  and  patient  study  of  individual  physicians,  as  I 
have  indicated  under  the  head  of  Prognosis  in  the  Intioduction, 
must  pilot  them  through  these  uncharted  waters. 

It  has  been  my  duty  to  consider  in  what  way  the  large  mass  of 
new  matter  may  be  accepted  without  an  enormous  expansion  of  the 
limits  of  this  work.  Contributors  have  done  their  best  to  be  con- 
cise, and  have  not  in  any  instance  resented  editorial  co-operation 
to  this  end.  Footnotes  as  a  rule  have  been  excluded,  and  references 
in  the  text  have  been  replaced  by  very  select  "  bibliographies." 

Perhaps  all  "  overlapping "  parts  ought  to  have  been  ruthlessly 

^  "  That  knowledge  may  not  be  as  a  curtetsau,  for  pleasure  aud  vanity  only,  or  as  a  bond- 
woman, to  acquire  and  gain  to  her  master's  use  ;  but  as  a  spouse,  for  generation,  fruit,  aud 
comfort." — Adv.  of  L.,  lib.  i. 

-  No  better  examples  could  be  given  to  illustrate  this  argument  than  the  revival  of 
counter-irritation  aud  of  bleeding  ou  reasonable  grounds  and  discriminating  methods. 
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excised,  but  I  have  often  held  my  hand  ;  and  this  for  several  reasons. 
Continual  cross-references  tease  the  reader ;  the  same  matter  may 
take  on  different  meanings  with  changes  in  its  context,  and  various 
writers  may  put  the  same  substance  in  very  different  lights.  For 
example,  the  repetitions  involved  in  Sir  Joseph  Fayrer's  review  of 
"  Fevers "  from  the  standpoint  of  an  Indian  physician  have  been 
accepted ;  and  I  am  bold  to  think  that  my  readers  will  thank  me, 
even  at  the  cost  of  some  additional  pages,  for  presenting  to  them 
the  uncurtailed  opinions  of  this  distinguished  member  of  our 
profession,  particularly  those  of  them  who  practise  in  this  vast 
possession  of  the  Empire.  To  have  given  cross-references  to  the 
respective  specific  fevers  at  every  division  of  so  important  a  chapter 
would  neither  have  been  fair  to  the  writer  nor  tolerable  by  the 
reader. 

Historical  matter  has  been  for  the  most  part  omitted :  this 
relieved  the  System  of  some  burden,  and  at  little  loss  to  the 
reader.  During  nearly  two  millenniums  of  time  and  over  broad 
domains  of  the  world  the  story  of  Medicine  has  been  but  a  melan- 
choly study.  To  the  curious  scholar  the  "  pseud  -  ideas "  of 
sophists,  the  dreams  of  mystics,  the  quaint  conceits  of  monkish 
craft,  the  devices  of  magicians,  the  grotesque  or  brutal  records  of 
folk-lore  may  be  entertaining,  or  even  instructive ;  far  be  it  from 
us  to  find  any  human  things  alien.  Priimis  sapientice  gradus  est 
falsa  intelligere.  Here  may  be  some  felicity  of  observation ;  there 
some  shrewdness  of  opinion :  yet  after  all  we  read  the  history 
of  Medicine  rather  for  the  honour  of  a  certain  few  of  our  ancestors 
than  for  our  own  instruction.  To  enter  into  this  subject  fully 
would  occiipy  much  of  the  very  pages  which  I  am  trying  to 
economise ;  but  I  may  briefly  say  that  the  only  period  of  the  past 
history  of  our  profession  which  can  interest  the  medical  student 
directly  is  the  Medicine  of  Ancient  Greece,  which  came  to  life 
again  on  contact  with  our  own.  Greek  Medicine  of  the  fifth 
century  B.C.  seems  to  be  almost  of  yesterday  ;  English  Medicine 
of  the  twelfth  century  of  our  era  seems  more  alien  to  our  thought 
than  the  Galenical  treatises  of  the  Arabs,  and  almost  as  grotesque 
as  the  demonology  of  the  Chaldeans.    No  modern  book  of  Chemistry 
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deals  with  the  stories  of  Alchemy,  nor  of  Astronomy  with  those  of 
Astrology. 

The  great  profession  of  the  Law  may  feel  a  just  pride  in  the 
growth  of  its  reasonable  and  gradual  dominion ;  Medicine,  after  the 
decay  of  the  school  of  Hippocrates,  and  in  countries  which  knew 
not  that  master,  became  the  tool  of  priests,  slaves,  charlatans,  or 
literary  men.  To  trace  the  living  waters  of  the  healing  art  and 
the  auxiliary  sciences  in  their  secret  channels  under  the  foundations 
of  the  Temple,  of  the  Gymnasium,  of  the  Museum,  or  of  the 
Market-place,  luitil  they  burst  forth  once  more  in  the  time  of 
Vesalius,  of  Harvey,  of  Morgagni,  of  Haller,  of  Hunter,  of  Bichat,  of 
Bernard,  of  Laennec,  is  not  a  pursuit  for  these  pages. 

The  Prolegomena  which  open  this  volume,  and  others  which 
will  appear  occasionally  hereafter,  are  in  part  to  enlarge  the  concep- 
tions of  the  student,  to  lead  him  to  see  the  domains  of  Medicine 
from  points  of  advantage :  in  part,  by  means  of  these  broader 
surveys  of  General  Pathology,  of  Statistics,  or  of  Dietetics  and  Thera- 
peutics, to  avoid  some  repetitions,  otherwise  necessarily  frequent, 
in  the  several  articles  of  the  work. 

The  pleasant  duty  remains  of  thanking  my  contributors  for 
the  kindliness,  good  faith,  and  intelligent  support  which  they  have 
manifested  throughout  this  undertaking,  which,  although  now  pub- 
lished in  small  part,  is  in  a  fair  way  of  completion.  If  all  be  as 
well  as  the  promise  of  it,  the  future  volumes  will  be  published 
without  long  delay.  The  first  volume  of  such  a  co-operative  work  is 
the  most  arduous  :  the  time  allotted  to  the  several  contributors  is 
shorter  than  to  those  whose  treatises  come  in  later.  Moreover,  the 
heavy  sickness  of  the  two  past  winters  played  havoc  with  my  staff. 
Some  of  these,  prostrated  with  one  plague  or  another,  have  striven 
hard  on  their  imperfect  convalescence  to  perform  their  task.  Others, 
such  as  the  late  Dr.  Sturges,  Dr.  Beaven  Pake,  and  Prof.  Walley, 
had  finished  their  work,  but  not  for  us.  My  cordial  thanks  are  due 
to  Dr.  Cheadle,  to  Dr.  Phineas  Abraham,  and  to  Dr.  M'Fadyean  for 
generously  taking  up  the  labours  of  those  who  had  passed  away.  Pro- 
fessor Burdon-Sanderson  took  up  the  chapter  on  Fever  at  very  short 
notice,  and  wrote  it  under  severe  pressure  of  time  and  other  engage- 
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ments.  Dr.  Eollestoii  has  given  me  invaluable  aid  throughout  in  the 
reading  of  proofs,  in  advising  me  continually,  in  forwarding  my 
arrangements  with  contributors  in  London,  and  in  many  other  ways. 

Finally,  I  have  to  thank  those  kind  and  able  friends  who  have 
not  only  given  me  the  advantage  of  their  articles  on  special  subjects, 
but  have  spent  much  time  and  pains,  which  they  could  ill  spare,  in 
the  arrangement  of  certain  sections  of  the  System  or  in  proof- 
reading. Invaluable  help  of  this  kind  has  been  ungrudgingly  given 
to  me  by  Dr.  Terrier  (Cerebral  Diseases),  Dr.  Manson  (Tropical 
Diseases),  Dr.  Payne  (Skin  Diseases),  Dr.  Savage  (Mental  Diseases), 
and  Dr.  Felix  Semon  (Laryngeal  Diseases).  Dr.  Venn  and  Mr. 
Thomas  Marshall,  of  Leeds,  have  given  me  valuable  help  in  the 
revision  of  the  Introduction,  for  the  contents  of  which,  however,  I 
am  wholly  responsible. 

T.  C.  A. 
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Medicine  as  a  System. — The  title  which  has  been  chosen  for  this 
work  is  one  which  may  be  necessary  for  present  purposes,  but  one  which 
on  logical  grounds  cannot  be  defended  :  a  System  of  Medicine  cannot 
now  be  written,  either  by  one  man  or  by  many,  and  this  state  of  things 
is  by  no  means  to  be  regretted.  Of  a  body  of  empirical  knowledge 
a  system  may  be  made,  and  in  such  a  system  place  may  be  found  for 
new  accretions  or  elaborations ;  before  the  days  of  Bacon,  for  example, 
and  even  after  the  publication  of  the  Novum  Orgcmon,  it  was  the  ambition 
of  learned  men  to  attain  to  encyclopaedic  knowledge,  to  spread  them- 
selves over  the  whole  realm  of  it,  and  laboriously  to  gather  all  its 
products  into  a  Corpus  or  System  :  this  was  their  end.  To  construct 
such  an  "  Orbis  Doctrinse  "  seemed  to  them  to  be  a  mere  matter  of  time, 
ability  and  capacity ;  and  to  its  attainment  many  noble  lives  were 
devoted.  It  seems  probable  that  even  Bacon  himself  had  little  idea  of 
the  remote  consequences  of  his  own  method :  it  seems  probable  that  he 
believed  the  new  Organon  to  be  a  key  to  the  discovery  of  natural 
knowledge  which  at  no  distant  time  would  reveal  that  realm  to  us  as  a 
band  of  scouts,  armed  with  other  weapons,  might  reveal  to  us,  let  us  say, 
the  parts  of  Central  Africa.  A  system  of  natural  knowledge  would 
thus  have  completed  the  encyclopaedia — the  "  Institutio  in  circulo " — 
already  fairly  sufficient  for  the  student  of  discovered  subjects  such  as 
theology  and  philosophy.  That  his  method,  as  afterwards  interpreted 
and  extended  by  Newton  and  later  thinkers,  had  an  application  correlative 
in  depth  and  extent  with  the  perceptible  universe,  and  that,  this  depth 
and  extent  being  infinite  in  all  dimensions,  its  analysis  must  be 
inexhaustible,  Bacon  perhaps  never  apprehended.^  The  complexity  and 
the  infinity  of  nature  were  not  and  could  not  be  realised  in  the  infancy 
of  the  investigation  of  it.     As  later  generations  learned  that  natiu-al 

1  Glaiivil  ( Vanity  of  Dogmatising)  says  :  "  And  'tis  the  observation  of  the  noble  St. 
Alban,  that  philosophy  is  built  upon  a  few  vulgar  experiments."  The  noble  St.  Alban 
thought  more  wisely  than  this,  but  not  altogether  out. of  this  fashion.  In  saying  this  I  do 
not  forget  the  well-known  127th  Aph.  of  the  N.  0.,  lib.  i.  My  view  is  founded  upon  Bacon's 
own  way  of  going  about  to  apply  his  method,  which  indeed  he  drew  almost  entirely  from 
Aristotle. 
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knowledge  cannot  be  held  in  categories,  but  must  be  conceived  as  a  classi- 
fication by  kinds  ^  whose  similarities  and  dissimilarities  are  inexhaustible, 
it  Ijecame  obvious  that  a  system  uniform  in  its  proportions  and  parts  is 
impossible ;  or  that,  so  far  as  possible,  such  a  system  would  indicate 
not  progress,  but  arrest  of  development — in  a  word,  a  stereotype. 

In  times  when  knowledge  is  almost  stationary,  as  was  approximately 
the  case,  for  instance,  in  the  Arabian  schools,  a  System  of  Medicine  may 
be  thus  made ;  its  parts  will  be  classified  by  means  of  resemblances 
only  as  deep  as  the  foundations  of  contemporary  knowledge :  thus,  for 
example,  a  specious  group  or  class  of  pulmonary  diseases  may  be  made. 
At  no  time,  however,  is  knowledge  quite  stationary  ;  and,  even  at  its  most 
stable  moments,  some  deeper  resemblances,  truer  explanations  that  is, 
are  hit  upon  by  this  man  or  the  other,  and  the  fixity  of  the  system 
and  of  its  categories  is  disturbed.  On  the  revelation  of  profounder 
resemblances  objects  hitherto  set  near  each  other  are  detached,  and 
objects  far  apart  in  the  system  are  approximated.  Thus,  in  respect  of 
the  pulmonary  diseases,  kinds  of  pulmonary  phthisis  or  of  pneumonia 
may  be  carried  away  to  the  class  of  Infectious  Diseases,  and  so  forth  ; 
every  new  explanation  bringing  about  a  change  of  the  order. 

Moreover,  in  seeking  and  verifying  explanations,  we  find  that 
jjioneers  in  natural  researches  do  not  rule  themselves  as  an  army  in  the 
field,  pressing  forward  on  a  uniform  plan  and  upon  all  faces  of  the  enemy 
at  once ;  but  attacks  are  made  upon  certain  quarters,  and  individuals  or 
companies  penetrate  particular  parts  regardless  of  the  advance  of  others. 
At  one  time  morbid  anatomy,  at  another  bacteriology,  at  another  phar- 
macology, or  several  quarters  of  each  of  these  respectively,  are  the 
chief  subjects  of  inquiry  ;  progress  in  one  direction  thus  passes  out  of 
immediate  relation  to  progress  in  another.  Individual  tastes,  again, 
occasional  facilities,  and  the  advances  of  ancillary  sciences  or  arts, 
modify  the  rates  of  progress  in  the  several  sections  of  each  dep-irtment  of 
natural  knowledge.  It  is  then  characteristic  of  natural  knowledge,  if  not 
strictly  pertinent  to  it,  that  its  progress  should  be  largely  unsystematic  ; 
although  from  time  to  time  generalisations  are  made,  such  as  the  classifi- 
cation by  genetic  affinities,  which  break  up  older  systems,  and  bring 
some  method  into  large  groups  of  things  which  before  had  appeared  to  be 
unrelated.  Thus  no  doubt,  as  generations  of  men  pass,  the  sulijects  of 
knowledge  are  more  and  more  co-ordinated ;  but,  if  progress  continue, 
we  shall  observe  still  that  new  and  irregular  adits  are  driven  into  the 
unknown  before  the  older  winnings  are  completely  surveyed  and 
classified. 

The  reader  will  therefore  be  disappointed  if,  on  opening  the  follow- 
ing pages,  he  expects  to  find  a  System  of  Medicine  formally  so  called  : 

^  The  logician  may  remind  nie  that  to  pvit  matter  in  natural  groups  and  to  classify  it  are 
the  same  thing  ;  and  that  as  "natural  groups"  do  not  exist,  such  a  classification,  like  any 
other,  is  but  a  convenient  device  for  a  particular  purpose,  a  way  of  looking  at  things  from  a 
certain  point  of  view.  In  the  biological  sciences,  however,  classiflcation,  since  it  has  become 
an  expression  of  affinities, — that  is,  since  the  publication  of  the  Origin  of  Species, — has  taken 
a  larger  meaning,  and  is  a  conceptional  summary  of  permanent  and  universal  convenience. 
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he  will  rather  find  our  knowledge  set  forth  on  the  whole  as  immediate 
convenience  and  the  exigencies  of  contemporary  learning  may  dictate. 
The  arrangement  which  may  seem  good  to  one  editor  may  be  displeasing 
to  another :  in  biological  subjects  all  editors  desire  to  place  their  matter 
in  groups  as  natural  as  possible — to  classify  its  parts  by  the  tie  of  kind, 
so  that  the  classification  may  become  explanatory  of  the  matter ;  on  the 
other  hand,  orders  of  convenience  are  no  less  imperative,  and  a  treatise 
of  Medicine  must  be  based  upon  a  compromise.  If  herein  the  formal 
mind  occasionally  feel  pain,  I  trust  it  will  be  remembered,  as  I  have  said, 
that  irregular  expansions  which  burst  the  limits  of  a  "  System  "  are  signs 
of  life  and  progress. 

Some  endeavour  I  have  made  to  recompose  my  matter  in  accordance 
with  the  latest  advances  of  science  ;.  yet  when  faced  on  one  side  by  a  large 
block  of  ignorance,  or  diverted  on  another  by  some  dictate  of  convenience, 
I  have  not  hesitated  to  regard  rather  the  habit  and  convenience  of 
the  ordinary  reader  than  the  doctrines  of  the  systematic  thinker :  I  have 
endeavoured  to  make  provisions  for  the  former  and  for  the  latter  necessi- 
ties, yet,  systematising  where  I  can,  and  "  distributing  our  ignorance  " 
as  equally  as  I  can,  I  have  had  to  present  much  of  the  matter  in  the 
unconnected  way  in  which  it  was  discovered. 

Science  and  Praetiee. — No  thoughtful  man  versed  in  the  methods  of 
natural  inquiry  can  fail  to  be  reminded  at  every  moment  of  the  ultimate 
and  universal  dependence  of  every  one  group  of  phenomena  upon  every 
other.  Too  often  we  regard  causation  as  a  pedigree  drawn  up  on  the  plan 
of  primogeniture  in  the  male  line — as  a  series  of  linear  sequences,  each 
result  owning  a  parent,  and  so  on  until  a  primal  cause  is  reached.  I  need 
not  say  that  such  a  conception,  and  the  use  of  such  metaphors  as  "  the 
chain  of  causation,"  are  so  narrow  as  to  be  false.  So  incalculable  are  the 
properties  of  things,  so  contingent  is  each  event  upon  every  other,  that 
anything  like  a  final  presentment  of  causation  is  impossible,  nay,  incon- 
ceivable by  our  limited  faculties ;  and  our  propositions  are  but  pro- 
visional formulae  which,  if  permitted  to  harden  into  aphorisms,  become 
fetters  of  thought.  Our  formulae,  then,  should  be  in  a  state  of  continual 
flux :  fresh  exceptions  are  continually  turning  up,  and  fresh  qualifica- 
cations  are  incessantly  made.  On  the  other  hand,  without  provisional 
formulse  we  cannot  act,  and  in  action  lie  the  purpose  and  end  of  medical 
studies.  The  "  merely  scientific  "  physician  is  apt  to  be  blind  to  useful 
manoeuvres  which  rest  rather  upon  the  accidental  than  upon  the  more 
permanent  qualities  of  things  :  indeed,  the  practical  man  often  sees  more 
of  the  surface  of  things  than  does  the  analytical  man,  and  thus  keeps  more 
sense  of  proportion,  more  of  the  sense  called  "  common."  So  it  comes 
about  that  in  practice  personal  tact  and  character  are  as  important  to  the 
operations  of  a  physician  as  scientific  equipment.  He  has  to  deal  with 
men  of  limited  vision,  full  of  accidental  qualities,  and  subject  to  acci- 
dental disturbances ;  and  the  tact  which  deals  with  these  confused  and 
conflicting  attributes  is  born  rather  of  a  wide  survey  of  the  outsides  of 
things,  and  of  transitory  conventions,  than  of  a  penetrating  insight  into 


xxu 


SYSTEM  OF  MEDICINE 


causation.  Excessive  concentration,  if  it  fit  a  man  for  analytical  study, 
may  unfit  him  for  the  world.  Moreover,  the  purely  scientific  physician 
tends  to  undervalue  opinion,  as  the  man  of  the  world  to  overvalue  it. 
Now,  prevalent  opinions,  though  not  formal  truth,  generally  contain 
truth,  and  this  the  practical  physician  does  not  fail  to  perceive ;  nor 
does  he  forget  that  the  observations  of  any  one  person,  however  pro- 
found, being  the  observations  of  an  individual  of  brief  life  and  limited 
faculties,  need  some  tempering  by  traditional  lore — by  the  embodied 
opinions  of  a  vast  numljer  of  observers  OA'er  a  long  period  of  time ; 
opinions  which,  individually  inaccurate  as  they  may  be,  yet  make  collect- 
ively an  approximation  to  truth  of  no  small  value  to  the  man,  be  he 
statesman  or  physician,  who  has  usually  "  to  act  on  a  choice  of  second 
best  courses  "  \yide  paragraphs  on  Prognosis]. 

Methods. — We  are  met  at  the  outset  of  our  study  by  the  questions 
— What  is  health;  and  what  is  disease?  The  man  who  lives  to  the  age  of 
a  hundred  years,  and  who  during  that  time  suff'ers  no  pain,  and  is 
continually  able  to  make  use  of  the  powers  proper  to  his  age,  would  by 
iiniversal  testimony  be  regarded  as  an  example  of  health  :  yet  even  the 
life  of  such  an  one  would  not  always  be  at  its  best ;  and  health,  like  every 
other  such  name,  is  to  be  used  in  a  relative  sense.  Into  the  life  of  the 
healthiest  man  disorder  must  frequently  enter.  Absolute  health  is  an 
ideal  conception,  as  the  line  of  the  mathematician,  the  ether  of  the 
physicist,  and  the  atom  of  the  chemist ;  it  is  a  positive  conception  of  a 
perfect  balance  of  the  moving  equilibrium  which  we  call  systemic  life : 
disease  is  a  negative  conception,  and  signifies  something  less  than  this 
perfect  balance. 

In  other  times,  nay,  even  in  our  own,  there  has  been  a  disposition  to 
regard  disease  as  something  imported  into  the  system,  as  a  possession  of 
it  by  a  malign  agent  which  may  be  exjjelled  by  some  sorcery  or  virtuous 
herb  ;  in  this  sense  health  and  disease  are  not  different  attitudes  of  one 
thing,  but  a  binary  combination.  Insensibly  this  personification  of 
disease  falls  by  a  sort  of  refinement  into  the  "  principle  "  of  the  vitalists, 
as  in  the  phrase  of  a  distinguished  physician  who  describes  a  patient  as 
"  saturated  with  insanity";  or  it  becomes  the  peccant  humour  of  a  less 
unscientific  pathology ;  or,  again,  it  may  be  identified  with  a  microl^e  or 
a  virus.  Yet  to  speak  thus  is  to  confound  disease  with  the  causes 
of  disease,  and  to  use  figurative  language  to  our  confusion — the  "perilous 
stuff"  from  which  the  bosom  must  be  cleansed  is  no  more  a  disease 
than  a  blackthorn  staff  is  a  broken  head.  The  blackthorn  may  be 
the  cause  of  a  green  wound ;  by  this  gate  other  bacilli,  less  gross  in 
kind,  may  enter  the  body,  and  cause  the  oscillations  in  its  system 
which  we  call  fever ;  the  consequent  dislocations  and  disturbances  in  the 
body  are  properly  called  diseases.  A  cancer  is  no  more  a  disease  than 
the  hyssop  on  the  wall :  a  cause  of  disease  it  may  be,  but  the  disease 
is  in  the  damaged  tissues,  which  are  irritated,  invaded,  or  choked  by  the 
growth. 

Again,  whether  the  causes  be  prevented  inside  the  body  or  outside  it, 
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are  matters  of  no  essential  difference.  To  kill  Laveran's  microbe  ^  within 
the  body  by  eating  quinine  is  not  to  cure  an  ague,  but  to  prevent  the 
cause  of  a  future  ague  :  the  ague  itself  is  a  perturbation  of  the  systemic 
balance  which  will  usually  yield  to  the  vis.  medkatrix  naturce;  that  is 
to  say,  to  the  tendency  of  all  stable  equilibriums  to  maintain  them- 
selves— the  vis  medkatrix  naturce  being  an  aspect  of  inertia. 

If  we  keep  clearly  before  us  this  distinction  between  the  causes  of 
disease  and  disease  itself,  we  shall  use  our  remedies  more  intelligently  ; 
we  shall  see  how  dominant  is  the  sphere  of  preventive  medicine,  and 
that  curative  medicine  is  often  but  the  ancillary  mouse  which  liberates 
the  body  for  its  own  work  of  recovery. 

To  know  disease,  then,  we  must  first  know  the  latitudes  of  health ; 
we  must  study  the  balance  of  forces  in  their  normal  play  before  we  can 
comprehend  and  neutralise  the  disturbances  to  which  this  balance  is  subject. 
The  corporeal  system  of  man  is  one  of  vast  multiplication  and  differentia- 
tion of  members ;  in  him,  therefore,  comprehension  of  the  system  is 
most  difficult.  As  we  descend  the  scale  of  life,  and  study  simpler  systems 
and  simpler  functions,  description  becomes  easier ;  and  physiologists, 
building  up  our  knowledge  of  the  normal  by  the  comparative  method, 
take  pathologists  with  them,  who,  in  their  turn,  working  upwards  from 
the  lowest  forms  of  life,  or  the  embryos  of  the  higher  or  the  embryonic 
tissues  of  the  higher,  are  revealing  to  us  day  by  day  the  secret  ways 
of  the  earliest  and  simplest  deviations  from  the  normal — that  is  to  say, 
the  elements  of  disease  \vide  arts,  on  "  Inflammation,"  "  Fever,"  and 
"  Pathology  of  Infection  "  in  this  volume].  Again,  as  the  buildiiig  up 
of  an  organism  is  not  by  permanent  accretion  like  the  building  of  a 
house,  but  by  an  incessant  repair  of  decay,  the  student  of  the  normal,  that 
is  the  physiologist,  is  constantly  in  the  presence  of  pathological  features. 
As  the  healthy,  so  the  normal  is  but  a  relative  term ;  that  which  is 
normal  in  one  series  may  be  abnormal  in  another,  and  thus  the  physio- 
logist and  the  pathologist  are  intimately  one  :  physiology  as  well  as 
pathology  is  concerned  with  decay.  The  comparative  method  necessarily 
embraces  the  work  of  both,  pathology  being  one  aspect  of  physiology ; 
to  speak  metaphorically,  it  is  the  reverse  view  of  physiology,  the  study  of 
accelerated  or  irregular  rates  of  decay.   Disease  is  a  matter  of  time  relations. 

What,  then,  is  the  nosologist  1  The  nosologist  bears  the  relation  to 
the  pathologist  that  the  naturalist  or  morphologist  does  to  the  physio- 
logist ;  as  the  pathologist  classifies  the  morbid  variations  of  plants  and 
animals,  so  the  nosologist  describes  the  natural  history  of  diseases  :  the 
nosologist,  as  such,  has  no  concern  with  curative  means  ;  he  has  his  views 
of  the  balance  of  forces,  but  has  no  concern  in  the  promotion  of  them. 
Cure  is  an  art ;  it  is  the  application  of  these  sciences,  and  ig  the  concern 
of  the  physician  :  a  physician  is  an  engineer  who  cannot  construct,  bub 
is  skilled  in  conservation  and  repair. 

Classification. — The  nosologist  or  clinician,  describing  and  comparing 

^  The  use  of  the  word  "microbe"  is  not  to  Le  limited  to  bacteria.  A  general  term  for 
minute  living  things  is  required,  and  "  micro-organism  "  is  too  cumbrous. 
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organisms  which  have  deviated  from  the  normal  balance  of  function,  finds 
that,  infinite  as  are  the  gradations  between  health  and  disease  and  between 
one  mode  of  pertm-bation  and  another,  yet  these  perturbations  tend  to 
resolve  themselves  in  certain  ways,  to  fall  into  certain  morphological 
groups  which  present  some  low  degrees  of  constancy.  By  these  reciu'rent 
characters  he  is  enabled  to  classify  them ;  and  this  he  tries  to  do  after 
the  method  of  a  naturalist,  that  is,  on  an  explanatory  arrangement  based 
upon  degrees  of  genetic  afiinity.  As  the  naturalist  cannot,  however, 
go  far  without  the  anatomist,  so  the  nosologist,  soon  finding  that 
a  study  of  superficial  features  leads  to  classifications  which,  however 
convenient  for  the  time,  are  but  provisional,  has  to  classify  by  like- 
nesses of  a  deeper  and  a  deeper  kind ;  and  as  he  does  so  he  becomes  a 
pathologist.  As  the  naturalist  without  the  help  of  the  comparative 
anatomist  might  classify,  let  us  say,  the  swift  with  the  swallow,  so  the 
nosologist  without  the  comparative  pathologist  might,  as  he  has  done, 
classify  leprosy  with  psoriasis,  tubercular  with  typhoid  enteritis,  sarcoma 
with  carcinoma,  and  so  forth. 

Here,  however,  we  are  led  to  the  reflexion  that  to  regard  and  name 
diseases  as  species,  or  even  as  varieties,  in  a  biological  sense,  is  an  error 
of  the  same  kind  as  to  regard  them  as  entities.  A  disease  is  a  particular 
state  of  an  individual ;  and,  although  certain  families  show  persistent  bents 
to  certain  kinds  of  morbid  variation,  yet  the  constancy  of  this  fashion  bears 
a  very  small  proportion  to  that  of  the  characters  of  a  variety  in  a  biological 
sense.  Moreover,  although  careless  clinical  teachers  will  continue  to 
speak  of  the  "  development "  of  this  or  that  disease,  yet  disease  is  no  new 
advance,  but  a  retreat,  a  stage  of  decline-  failing  in  relative  stability,  a 
state  which  must  end  either  in  a  recovery  of  the  normal  balance  or  in 
dissolution.  All  attempts  to  describe  diseases  in  terms  equivalent  to  the 
genera,  species,  or  natural  varieties  of  plants  or  animals  are,  then,  errone- 
ous ;  they  lead  to  mistakes  both  of  theory  and  of  practice,  and  to  ignor- 
ance of  the  underlying  unity  in  the  various  forms  of  disease.  A  sick 
plant  or  animal  is  but  itself  in  another  state,  a  state  more  transient  and 
less  useful. 

On  the  other  hand,  amid  the  instabilities  and  the  frequent  and  rapid 
changes  of  natural  perturbation,  nosologists  in  early  times — times  earlier 
than  our  records — observed,  nevertheless,  that  symptoms  do  not  occur 
haphazard,  or  congregate  pell-mell,  but  that  they  tend  to  arrange  them- 
selves in  recurrent  groups  of  some  likeness,  so  that  a  medical  mor- 
phology is  possible.  We  should  anticipate  perhaps  that,  inasmuch  as 
in  animals  of  the  same  kind  the  several  systems  of  the  body  are  ap- 
proximately alike,  so  their  disorders,  like  autumn  leaves,  would  appear 
with  fairly  uniform  features  within  the  kind.  We  do  find,  accordingly, 
in  man  that  diseases,  or  symptom  groups,  present  broad  features  of 
resemblance,  diversified  in  subordinate  detail  as  individuals  are  diverse. 
No  two  men  are  alike  at  all  points,  and  no  two  cases  of  disease  are 
identical ;  but  comparative  nosologists  tell  us  that,  so  far  as  observation 
has  gone,  each  kind  of  plant  and  each  kind  of  animal  seems  on  the  whole 
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to  have  certain  sets  of  morbid  characters  more  or  less  peculiar  to 
itself. 

That  symptoms  do  not  occur  in  disorderly  jumbles,  but  tend  to  form 
groups  of  certain  degrees  of  constancy  varying  with  various  organisms, 
may  receive  some  explanation  not  only  by  the  set  of  the  lines  of  least 
resistance  in  the  several  anatomical  systems  of  which  the  higher  organisms 
consist,  but  also  by  a  study  of  certain  other  facts  in  biology  lying  as 
deep  as  diseases  or  anatomical  systems. 

Biologists  ^  tell  us  that  there  may  often  or  generally  be  "  discon- 
tinuity "  between  the  arrangements,  or  related  compounds,  mechanically 
stal^le  under  various  conditions.  Either  of  two  arrangements  may  be 
relatively  stable,  but  nothing  between  them ;  so  that  the  transition 
Ijetween  them  can  only  take  place  by  a  swift  passage.  If  this  be  a  true 
view  of  biological  variations  it  may  have  truth  likewise  in  respect  of 
disease.  The  most  stable  attitude  of  the  bodily  functions  is  no  doubt  the 
position  we  call  "  health  " ;  but  there  are,  we  may  suppose,  several  other 
positions  in  which  component  functions  have  degrees  of  stability,  and 
these  may  be  the  sundry  kinds  of  disease.  It  may  well  be,  again,  that 
interferences  reinforce  or  neutralise  each  other  along  certain  lines,  so  that, 
wheresoever  the  disturbance,  the  set  of  functional  balance,  after  a  brief 
oscillation,  would  tend  to  resolve  itself  in  a  particular  direction ;  thence, 
after  a  time  of  moderate  steadiness  it  may  recover  the  more  perfect  balance 
of  health  or  fall  into  dissolution. 

These  opinions  seem  likely  to  illuminate  some  nosological  riddles. 
We  have  heard  a  little  too  much  of  the  proverb,  Naiura  nihil  facit  jJsr 
saltum,  and  have  been  led  to  forget  that,  however  gradual  transitions 
may  be,  intermediate  phases  between  positions  of  relative  stability  may 
be  so  rapid  as  to  be  elusive ;  or  again,  that  retrocession  may  take  place  to 
a  certain  point,  whence  a  new  position  is  reached. 

In  this  light  such  a  saw  as  "  We  are,  all  of  us,  more  or  less  insane  " 
takes  on  a  new  untruth,  and  we  see  how  it  comes  that,  in  respect  of 
mental  and  other  disease,  there  is  not  in  practice  the  difficulty  which  lay- 
men assume  of  definitely  recognising  perversions  from  the  normal. 
Theoretically,  of  course,  "  borderland  phases  "  must  occur,  but  they  may 
not  be  persistent  or  frequent  enough  to  embarrass  us,  and  a  new  position 
of  relative  equilibrium  may  be  reached  so  quickly  that  intermediate 
positions,  like  the  flap  of  the  wing  of  the  albatross,  are  unperceived. 
Even  thought  runs,  no  doubt,  in  certain  grooves.  It  is  not  to  be  supposed 
that  our  senses  have  continual  cognisance  of  every  property  of  things,  or 
exhaust  every  possible  combination  of  them.  We  are,  as  artists,  con- 
sciously or  unconsciously  ever  selecting.  Moreover,  in  our  development 
our  thoughts  have  probably  followed  certain  lines  of  balance,  cohesion, 
cleavage,  or  what  not,  consisting  either  in  the  physical  basis  of  life  or 
in  the  conditions  of  the  medium.  Thus  every  old  fancy  may  be  said 
to  have  some  quality  of  science  in  it.    But  whether  the  inclination  to 

1  Mr.  Gallon  aud  Mr.  Bateson  (Materials  for  the  Study  of  Variation,  Macmillan  &  Co., 
London,  1894)  liave  dealt  with  this  subject  before  me,  but  with  other  aspects  of  it. 

VOL.  I  ,  c 


XXV i  SYSTEM  OF  MEDICINE 


particular  attitudes  be  inherent  in  the  structure  of  living  molecules,  or 
arise  in  the  same  way  as  the  differentiation  of  the  several  anatomical 
systems,  or  be  impressed  upon  the  organism  by  the  prevalences  of  certain 
combinations  of  parts  in  the  medium,  or  be  again  but  an  aspect  of 
inertia,  is  not  important  to  my  argument,  nor  are  these,  indeed,  soluble 
questions  at  present. 

These  considerations  indicate  the  factors  which  make  classification 
and  diagnosis  possible ;  perturlmtions  tend  to  fall  into  groups  which  can 
be  arranged  in  classes  by  likenesses  and  separated  by  unlikenesses. 
In  the  earlier  stages  of  pathological  knowledge,  stages  we  have  scarcely 
left  behind,  classification  of  symptom  groups  could  only  be  made  by 
reference  to  superficial  and  obvious  features ;  for  instance,  scarlatina  was 
confounded  with  measles,  typhus  fe-\  er  with  typhoid ;  all  eruptions  on 
the  skin  were  classed  together, — small-pox  and  impetigo,  psoriasis  and 
lepi'osy,  and  so  forth.  Even  yet  we  put  together  certain  syphilides  and 
certain  tubercular  eruptions,  and  these  again  with  other  skin  affections, 
and  so  on ;  and  convenience,  as  I  have  said,  may  often  continue  for  a 
while  an  arrangement  which  Ijegan  in  ignorance. 

As  our  insight,  however,  becomes  more  penetrating,  we  detect 
resemblances  more  and  more  profound,  and  very  commonly  profound 
resemblances  between  diseases  so  unlike  on  the  surface  that  we  may 
hesitate  at  first  which  signs  to  follow.  In  the  biological  sciences,  how- 
ever, classification  consists  in  the  discovery  of  the  profounder  resemblances 
which  have  a  wider  bearing  and  indicate  the  remoter  genetic  origins. 
Clinical  diagnosis,  however,  is  not  investigation  —  a  distinction  some 
practitioners  forget ;  diagnosis  depends  not  upon  all  facts,  but  upon  crucial 
facts.  Indeed  we  may  go  farther  and  say  that  accumulation  of  facts  is 
not  science ;  science  is  our  conception  of  the  facts  :  the  act  of  judgment, 
perhaps  of  imagination,  by  which  we  connect  the  unknown  with  the 
known.  ^  As  pathology  advances  we  detect  still  deeper  affinities,  still 
more  permanent  cpialities  in  disease,  and  we  form  more  natural  classi- 
fications— classifications,  that  is,  which  dejjend  less  and  less  upon  those 
superficial  characters  which  are  more  likely  to  be  products  of  accidents  ; 
diagnosis  is  the  art  of  placiiig  any  gi-\'en  morbid  group  in  the  class  to 
which  at  bottom  it  is  most  akin. 

An  explanatory  classification  of  disease  must  rest,  then,  iipon  such 
an  analysis  of  all  life,  whether  animal  or  -s'egetable,  as  may  enable 
us  to  trace  the  more  intimate  pi'ocesses  of  disease,  beginning  with 
those  of  widest  generality  and  moving  onwards  to  the  more  complex. 
Fever,  for  example,  is  a  symptom  group  of  wide  generality,  and  may 
be  found  in  its  degree  no  doubt  in  all  warm  -  blooded  animals, 
possibly  in  all  animals  which  possess  a  nervous  system ;  biologists  have, 
indeed,  incjuired  whether  even  in  plants,  or  parts  of  plants,  oscillations  of 

1  "  Wg  cannot  describe  a  fact  without  implying  more  than  the  fact"  (J.  S.  Mill,  S.  of 
L.,  vol.  ii.  p.  189,  ed.  1872).  Whewell  repeatedly  enforced  the  same  truth,  saying  that 
comparison  precedes  induction,  and  that  every  record  of  an  observation  implies  a  compari- 
son {Phil.  Ind.  Sci.) 
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temperature  inco-ordinate  with  that  of  the  surrounding  medium  may  be 
detected  during  rapid  changes  of  the  tissues.  A  local  disengagement  of 
heat  is  a  factor  of  inflammation  rather  than  of  fever,  which  latter  term 
is  more  properly  applied  to  the  irregular  propagation  of  heat  waves  in  a 
system  integrated  by  blood-vessels  and  nerves.  There  is  a  point  where 
differentiation  of  fever  from  inflammation  has  not  begun — where  destruc- 
tive changes  for  lack  of  integrating  machinery  cannot  maintain  their 
balance  by  diffusing  their  vibrations ;  when  component  parts  fight  as 
individual  members  or  clans,  and  not  yet  as  a  national  regiment.  In- 
flammation, then,  is  even  a  more  general  term  than  fever. 

Proceeding  farther  we  find  that  fever  forms  part  of  a  large  group  of 
maladies  within  which  sub-groups  are  made  according  to  more  and  more 
special  differences.  Broussais,  deplorable  as  was  his  teaching  on  its 
therapeutical  side,  destroyed  the  idea  of  Fevers  as  several  morbid  entities  : 
an  immense  service  to  nosology.  We  now  know  that  cow-pox  and  small- 
pox, widely  different  as  they  superficially  appear,  must  be  classed  together, 
because  the  processes  in  the  cow  and  in  men  follow  like  initial  causes ; 
although,  owing  to  differences  in  the  media,  they  reach  the  surface  in 
widely  different  forms.  Within  the  memory  of  living  physicians  Mr. 
Hutchinson  and  others  have  impressed  upon  us  that  syphilis, 
widely  eccentric  in  its  superficial  aspects,  profoundly  resembles  such 
febrile  diseases  as  scarlet  fever  and  its  kin,  and  is  to  be  classified 
with  these.  The  various  phases  of  tuberculosis  have  still  more  recently 
been  fitted  into  a  serial  order  \yide  art.  "  Tuberculosis  "],  and  the  malady 
as  a  whole  carried  into  th«  same  class  as  syphilis,  small-pox,  scarlet  fever, 
leprosy,  and  so  forth, — a  class  presenting  the  widest  differences  in  the 
superficial  features  of  its  members.  Tuberculosis  and  syphilis  are  now 
indeed  recognised  as  the  most  exemplary  instances  of  a  nosological 
"  series  "  of  which  we  have  cognisance. 

When  we  turn  to  consider  the  forms  in  which  diseases  present  them- 
selves to  the  eye,  we  shall  find  that,  even  within  the  limits  of  the  most 
definite  kinds  such  as  small-pox,  no  two  cases  are  identical ;  and  in'^kinds 
of  more  aberrant  habit,  such  as  syphilis,  the  unlikeness  of  cases  is  so 
marked  that  many  of  the  various  phases  of  this  protean  malady  have 
been  fitted  into  the  series  within  the  last  few  years.  We  must  not 
suppose,  indeed,  that  our  observation  of  this  series  is  even  yet  complete. 
For  not  only  may  corresponding  members  of  two  or  more  series  of  morbid 
phases  differ  in  degree,  but  one  or  more  members  of  the  series  may  be 
absent  —  scarlatina  may  occur  without  rash,  whooping-cough  without 
whoop,  angina  pectoris  without  pain,  migraine  without  headache,  and 
so  forth.  Only  by  a  study  of  genetic  affinities  can  we  dispose  such 
cases  in  proper  serial  order ;  and  some  symptom  groups,  no  doubt,  are  yet 
undistinguished,  or  if  distinguished,  are  not  yet  placed  in  a  series.  The 
obscure  series  which  we  call  gout  may  yet  receive  many  more  affections 
within  its  limits  —  attributions  perhaps  as  unexpected  as  was  that  of 
"  pathologists'  warts,"  when  this  deformity  appeared  in  the  series  we  call 
tuberculosis.    Many  skin  diseases  have  yet  to  find  their  places  in  series  of 
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affinity,  places  which  will  be  found  for  them  when  their  causation,  im- 
mediate and  remote,  is  better  comprehended.  A  description  cannot,  of 
course,  be  complete  until  our  knowledge  of  morbid  processes  is  complete ; 
indeed,  classification  by  genesis,  being  the  expression  of  the  order  of  our 
thoughts,  is  but  the  form  of  such  knowledge,  and  it  is  by  the  study  of 
aberrant  processes  that  we  may  often  detect  the  more  intimate  kin- 
ships. When  morbid  affections  are  all  plotted  out  in  serial  order  the 
number  of  such  series  may  turn  out  not  to  be  large,  and  the  fashions 
of  disease  may  indicate  the  several  lines  of  cleavage  or  paths  of  least 
resistance  in  each  organism  or  class  of  organisms. 

If  I  may  convert  Whewell's  fine  figure  to  my  present  purpose,  I  will 
compare  the  field  of  disease  to  a  large  woodland  country  in  which  woods  are 
seen  of  various  sizes  and  kinds  occupying  hills  or  valleys  in  several  masses  ; 
in  places  the  confines  are  definite,  in  other  directions  smaller  tufts  of  trees 
and  scattered  trees  so  diversify  the  intermediate  tracts  that  we  cannot 
precisely  say  where  one  wood  ends  and  another  begins.  So  again  in 
respect  of  the  kind  of  trees  :  on  the  limestone  uplands  we  may  see  beech, 
fir  on  sandy  knolls,  elm  and  oak  in  the  loam  or  clay  of  the  loMdands,  yet 
even  of  these  kinds  it  may  be  hard  to  mark  the  limits,  so  gradually  may 
clay  pass  into  sand,  or  sandy  clay  blend  with  the  lime  into  marl. 
So  likewise  with  the  various  distribution  of  the  waters  we  find  other 
changes  in  the  character  of  the  vegetation,  whether  of  the  trees,  of 
the  shrubs,  or  of  the  herbs,  which  again  confound  the  superficial 
observer  by  apparent  caprice.  Yet  to  one  who  has  penetrated  to  the 
underlying  facts  of  causation  that  which  seemed  confusion  falls  into 
order. 

Once  more  ;  as  these  underlying  and  antecedent  conditions  of  land 
and  Avater  do  not  fall  apart  or  together  by  haphazard,  but  are  likewise 
obedient  in  their  turn  to  yet  profounder  series  of  antecedent  changes, 
so  oak,  elm,  beech,  pine,  and  the  rest  are  not  flung  together  pell-mell, 
but'.'irow  in  divers  groups,  which  are  repeated  again  and  again  wher- 
evei  ^^^le  underlying  conditions  repeat  themselves,  though  never  perhaps 
Avith  identical  repetitions  :  so  the  groups  of  symptoms  which  we  call 
disease,  if  never  identically  repeated,  because  their  antecedents  may  never 
be  identically  repeated,  yet  tend,  as  I  have  said,  to  manifest  them- 
selves in  sets  or  in  recurrent  series  of  approximate  resemblance.  Now 
the  forester,  if  ignorant  of  causation,  yet  learns  to  note  the  recurrence  of 
these  patterns,  and  the  discovery  is  valuable  to  him  for  many  practical 
reasons.  By  his  practised  eye  the  various  contents  of  a  group  of  trees 
would  be  thus  recognised  at  once  from  previous  experience,  and  he  would 
be  disposed  to  set  up  types  in  his  mind,  types  of  the  natural  associa- 
tions of  trees  and  plants  with  Avhich  he  is  already  familiar.  He  might 
give  names  to  these  recurrent  groups,  as  we  name  our  symptom  groups, 
and  would  speak  approvingly  or  disapjirovingly  of  individual  groups  as 
his  convenience  Avas  favoured  by  the  sum  and  qualities  of  the  several 
kinds  of  trees  which  enter  into  them.  Aberrant  and  defective  groups 
would  offend  his  practical  mind,  and  he  would  gladly  have  all  conform- 
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able  to  his  main  patterns,  that  descriptions  and  recognitions  might  for 
practical  purposes  be  more  easy. 

Thus  nosologists  have  been  disposed  to  set  up  "  Types,"  and  to  look  for 
the  repetition  of  these  types  for  purposes  of  recognition  and  practical  uses. 

If  by  the  word  "  type "  we  mean  no  more  than  a  prevalent  and 
recurrent  group,  a  common  order  of  symptoms,  we  may  thus  refer 
diseases  to  types.  But  we  run  into  two  dangers  by  so  doing :  Ave  tend 
to  undervalue  diversities  and  the  teachings  of  diversity,  fixing  our  eyes 
on  the  nuggets  and  forgetting  to  test  the  "  tailings " ;  moreover,  we 
keep  up  the  error  connoted  in  the  word  "  type,"  which  comes  down  to 
us  from  the  Platonist  schools  of  philosophy.  Diseases  are  not  cast 
in  a  mould ;  nor  would  any  one  now  affirm  that  behind  phenomenal 
groups  there  exists  a  transcendental  type  towards  which  any  par- 
ticular embodiment  is  an  approximation  ;  although  biologists  of 
the  school  of  Owen  used  language  very  like  it  not  long  ago,  and 
the  language  of  some  of  us,  even  if  we  do  not  talk  of  the  "archi-" 
or  "schematic  mollusc,"  implies  the  same  thing  still.  We  use 
the  words  "  type  "  and  "  typical  "  too  often,  and  bring  with  them  some- 
thing more  than  the  notion  of  a  mean — some  sense  of  approximation  to  or 
falling  away  from  a  standard  or  conceptual  model.  Teachers  who  Avould 
deny  that  they  apply  the  term  "  scarlet  fever  "  to  a  type  in  the  sense  of 
an  ideal  standard,  yet  themselves  use  and  allow  their  disciples  to  use 
the  word  "  type "  in  such  a  sense.  On  every  page  of  a  student's 
note-book  we  see  the  phrases  "a  typical  case  "  or  a  "non-typical"  ;  by  the 
former  some  students  seem  to  indicate  a  complete  case,  one,  that  is,  which 
presents  every  symptom  ever  seen  in  the  disease,  others  a  case  presenting 
a  mean  of  them,  and  better  called  an  ordinary  case ;  others  such  a  case 
as  their  teacher  or  their  book  sets  forth ;  and  lurking  in  the  minds  of 
most  of  them  is  the  notion  that  there  are  real  standards,  or  archetypes, 
to  which  disease  ought  to  conform,  a  notion  which  tends  to  blind  them 
to  the  continuity  of  nature  and  the  modes  of  causation.  Description 
by  "  type "  lends  itself,  then,  rather  to  the  epic  of  disease  as  presented 
in  those  "  systematic "  lectures  on  medicine  which  are  mischievous  to 
beginners,  and  except  in  the  hands  of  teachers  of  fresh  and  original 
gifts,  do  on  the  whole  more  harm  than  good,  preferring  academic 
reasoning  and  pictorial  description  to  the  place  of  immediate  observation 
and  measurement  at  the  bedside  or  in  the  laboratory.^ 

Of  the  confusion  which  this  term  brings  into  our  thought  the  dis- 
cussion on  "change  of  type  in  disease "  is  an  example.  Physicians  try 
to  conceive  some  standard  to  which  a  disease  approximates,  so  that  a 
change  of  type  means  generally  a  change  of  the  f eatiu"es  of  this  figment 
in  the  mind  of  the  speaker.  Thus  there  are  as  many  types  of  disease 
as  there  are  varieties  of  individual  imagination.  A  change  of  type  in  a 
scientific  sense  is  a  "pseud-idea" — one  which  eludes  analysis  and  defini- 
tion.   If  we  thoroughly  realise  that  diseases  are  but  so  many  attitudes 

^  Vide  excellent  remarks  on  systematic  lectures  on  medicine  by  Sir  J.  Russell  Reynolds 
in  his  Address  to  the  British  Medical  Association  in  London. in  1895, 
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of  men  we  realise  the  correlative  of  this  that  there  can  no  more  be  a 
standard  pattern  of  disease  than  a  standard  pattern  of  man.  That  the 
functions  even  of  a  peculiar  sort  of  man — Englishmen  or  Frenchmen,  let 
us  say — preserve  a  constant  centre  of  gravity  is  highly  improbable,  as 
improbable  as  that  circumstances  should  be  permanently  uniform,  or  that 
difl'erential  evolution  should  bring  al)out  no  changes  in  the  relative  values 
of  component  organs  inter  se}  Man,  even  the  most  secluded  and 
protected  of  mankind,  has  advanced  or  retrograded,  and  at  various  rates 
of  acceleration ;  it  has  never  been  alleged,  even  of  an  Andaman  islander, 
that  he  has  stood  still.  I  conceive  that  in  the  minds  of  the  able  and 
accomplished  physicians  who  somewhat  polemically  declare  that  "  disease 
has  not  changed  its  type  "  there  survives  still — if  miconsciously  to  them- 
selves— a  belief  that  disease  is  an  entity  which  so  dominates  mankind 
and  its  circumstances  as  to  impress  a  large  measure  of  uniformity  upon 
the  phenomena  of  their  interaction.  Otherwise  it  seems  to  me  they 
would  hesitate  to  assert  that  every  perturbation  preserves  a  constant 
mean  rate,  and  every  deflected  molecule  a  constant  mean  distance  from  a 
centre  of  gravity  which  never  shifts. 

Yet,  if  we  teach  ourselves  to  regard  diseases  as  oscillations  of  actual 
men  and  women,  to  assume  a  constancy  of  these  attitudes  is  to  assume  a 
constancy  of  the  kinds  and  generations  of  men,  and  a  constancy  of  the 
circumstances  under  which  they  live.  If  the  whole  argument  be  not 
a  dispute  with  windmills,  at  any  rate  it  will  not  do  in  the  same  breath  to 
denounce  the  mischief  of  "modern  civilisation." 

What  ought  physicians  to  mean,  then,  when  they  speak  of  types  ;  and 
what  shall  we  lack  if  this  term  be  denied  to  us  ? 

Now,  in  any  disease,  the  more  closely  a  particular  symptom  is  con- 
cerned with  the  functions  of  the  organ  affected,  the  more  frequent  Avill 
be  its  occurrence.  In  other  words,  if  a  large  number  of  cases  in  which 
a  certain  organ  is  affected  were  arranged  in  order  of  the  intensity  with 
which  the  direct  functions  of  the  organism  are  affected,  it  would  be  found 
that  in  the  more  intense  cases  certain  symptoms  Avere  universal  or  very 
frequent,  and  that  as  the  intensity  of  the  infection  fell  off,  so  also  did  the 
frequency  of  the  occurrence  of  the  symptom  noted. 

The  organisms  of  individuals  are  variable  in  themselves,  and  are 
subject  to  disturbances  which  are  not  identical  in  each  instance ;  but  a 
large  number  of  observed  cases  of  any  disease  may  be  grouped  aliout  a 
certain  "  morbid  mean,"  and  any  particular  case  of  disease  will  naturally 
be  compared  with  the  "morbid  mean."  Any  symptom  may  vary  in 
excess  of  or  defect  from  this  morbid  mean,  and  thus  the  morbid  mean 
forms  a  convenient  standard  for  expressing  to  our  minds  the  set  or  bent 
of  the  phenomena. 

By  a  typical  case,  then,  we  ought  to  signify  (for  we  use  the  word 
very  inconsistently)  a  case  in  which  the  symptoms  do  not  differ  largely 
from  those  occurring  in  the  "  morbid  mean."    As  parallel  instances,  we 

^  Vide  art.  on  "Typhus,"  in  which  Dr.  Moore  tells  us  that  this  symptom  gi-oup  varies 
with  intellectual  cultivation.    This  is  certainly  my  experience  also. 
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may  take  the  variation  of  the  stature  of  the  men  of  a  nation  about  a 
mean,  or  the  distribution  of  bullet-marks  on  a  target. 

Not  only  this  question  but  many  others  also  might  be  explained  if  l)y 
plotting  out  measurable  symptoms  in  curves  we  could  get  the  mean 
intensity  of  each  and  the  amount  of  its  variability ;  and  could  determine 
whether  the,  measures  are  symmetrically  arranged  about  this  mean.  To 
form  such  a  curve  the  measurements  would  be  set  out  along  the  abscissa, 
and  the  numbers  of  instances  as  ordinates.  This  is,  however,  too  difficult 
an  undertaking  to  discuss  here,  even  were  I  capable  of  its  discussion.^ 
We  have  also  to  bear  in  mind  that  the  treatment  of  statistics  is  somewhat 
dangerous,  unless  carried  out  by  one  who  has  some  acquaintance  with  the 
theory  of  errors ;  the  curves  might  be  constructed  accurately,  but  they 
might  be  made  and  used  on  wrong  principles. 

Again,  a  like  traditional  habit  of  thought  may  be  seen  in  respect 
of  causation  itself.  Students  are  taught  on  the  highest  authority 
to  divide  causes  into  the  categories  of  "  predisposing  "  and  "  exciting  " — 
the  "  GcmscR  p-evenientes "  and  the  "  causce  cfficientes "  of  the  schoolmen. 
This  habit  is  mischievous  in  two  ways :  to  divide  causes  into  stronger 
and  weaker  kinds  keeps  up  that  obstinate  habit  of  men  to  seek  in  the 
word  "  cause "  something  more  than  an  indication  of  invariable  ante- 
cedence, something  of  a  community  of  nature  between  cause  and  effect ;  and 
to  associate  with  the  word  "  cause  "  some  notion  of  a  casting  act,  of  effort, 
or  genesis  :  moreover,  being  a  confusion  of  thought  it  breeds  confusion. 
Need  I  say  that  by  the  causation  of  a  thing  we  mean  those  events  of 
the  infinite  past  which  preceded  it — events  which  have  no  degree  of 
rank  or  affinity,  either  within  themselves  or  in  respect  of  the  thing 
under  observation,  and  whose  invariable  precedence  is  a  mere  matter  of 
routine  experience,  and  not  of  generation,  enforcement,  or  even  of  col- 
ligation. Some  of  the  antecedent  events  are  nearer,  others  are  more 
remote ;  some  vast  sections  of  the  system  we  take  for  granted,  others 
which  immediately  concern  us  we  quote ;  but  there  is  no  difference  of 
quality — indeed,  the  same  event  may  be  called  a  "  predisposing  cause  " 
at  one  moment  and  an  "  exciting  cause "  at  another :  a  certain  coccus 
on  one  day  harmlessly  traverses  the  lung,  on  the  next  a  chill  and  the 
coccus  together  precede  a  pneumonia ;  which  of  the  two  is  the  exciting 
cause  ?  Whichsoever  comes  first,  some  one  may  say ;  but  what  if  they 
arrive  at  the  same  moment  ?  The  distinction  is  of  course  absurd.  We 
sometimes  even  hear  of  a  "plurality  of  causes,"  or  that  one  of  two  or 
three  "  causes  "  might  have  produced  a  particular  result.  This  is  loose 
thinking;  a  certain  general  result — such  as  fever — might  have  been 
caused  in  this  way  or  in  that,  but  a  "  case,"  with  all  its  individual 
characters,  could  have  had  but  one  set  of  antecedent  phenomena  and  no 
other.  Why  this  is,  we  know  not ;  that  so  it  is,  experience  hitherto  has 
taught  us ;  and  upon  this  experience  we  make  our  forecasts. 

^  I  may  refer  the  inquiring  reader  to  a  paper  by  Prof.  Karl  Pearson  in  the  Pj-oc.  Royal 
Soc,  January  24,  1895,  entitled  "  Mathematical  Contributions  to  the  Theory  of  Evolution  "  ; 
although  this  paper  is  not  written  with  a  view  to  medical  applications,  yet  the  principles  set 
forth  in  it  underlie  all  applications  of  the  method. 
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Another  otiose  distinction  is  made  in  the  formal  separation  of  signs 
and  symptoms — signs  being  matters  rather  of  direct,  symptoms  of 
inferential  notation.  The  adjective  "  jihysical "  makes  matters  worse, 
and  yet  I  have  heard  many  a  student  worried  by  such  distinctions,  and 
have  even  seen  questions  on  the  distinctions  in  an  examination  paper  ! 
A  cough  or  a  pale  cheek  is  of  course  as  much  a  "  physical  sign  "  as  a 
mitral  murmur ;  everything  that  befalls  a  patient  is  a  "  symptom,"  and 
his  symptoms  are  the  signs  of  his  malady.  Strictly  sj^eaking,  health  is  a 
symptom  group  as  M^ell  as  disease,  and  this  we  must  I'emember  although 
common  usage  restricts  the  word  to  morbid  incidents. 

From  what  has  gone  before  it  becomes  evident  that  all  efforts  to 
define  diseases  fully  are  in  vain.  The  love  of  definition  comes  from  the 
Socratic  school,^  and  definition  is  absolutely  necessary  to  settle  a  use  of 
words,  or  of  certain  abstract  conceptions,  such  as  line,  point,  molecule,  and 
the  like,  which  are  used  as  counters  in  reasoning  ;  these  words  and  concep- 
tions are  arbitrarily  adopted,  and  their  use  must  be  made  precise  by  the 
logician.  But  to  define  a  disease  is  to  build  the  wall  round  the  cuckoo  : 
natural  processes  will  not  be  thus  impounded ;  they  are  infinite 
and  elusive.  To  define  is  to  pretend  to  sum  up  knowledge,  or  at  any 
rate  to  enumerate  likenesses  and  unlikenesses  which  are  inexhaustible  ; 
we  are  no  more  in  a  position  to  define  diseases  than  to  define  dogs  and 
cats.  The  use  of  "definitions,"  like  the  use  of  "types,"  leads  the 
student  to  form  conceptions  which  interfere  with  his  appreciation  of  the 
infinite  variety  and  gradation  of  natural  processes ;  like  the  use  of 
"  tyi^es,"  it  leads  to  contemplation  of  Kmnkheitshegriffen  rather  than 
of  Krankheiiszustiinde — of  eniia  rather  than  of  fientia.  The  aspects  of 
disease  are  not  to  be  likened  to  a  picture  gallery  in  which  every  set  of 
impressions  is  contained  within  its  own  frame.  The  "  definitions "  of 
systematic  writers  on  disease  are  of  course  no  more  than  brief  descriptions, 
and  as  such  are  no  doubt  useful  as  mere  indications  of  subject  matter. 

To  sum  up  :  disease  is  a  state  of  a  living  organism,  a  balance  of 
function  more  unstal^le  than  that  which  we  call  health  ;  its  causes  may 
be  imported,  or  the  system  may  "  rock  "  from  some  implicit  defect,  but 
the  disease  itself  is  a  perturbation  Avhich  contains  no  elements  essentially 
different  from  those  of  health,  but  elements  presented  in  a  different 
and  less  useful  order.  Diseases,  therefore,  have  no  analogy  with  the 
genera  and  species  of  the  biologist.  They  may  be  arranged  for  con- 
venience of  reference  by  any  external  character,  such,  for  example,  as 
locality ;  but  a  natm-al  classification  of  diseases  is  an  airangement 
of  them  in  order  of  genetic  affinity,  and  is  a  description  of  their 
causation.  Diagnosis  is  the  recognition  of  a  disease  already  classified 
and  the  reference  of  it  to  its  place,  and  thus  differs  from  research 
or  discovery.  Classification  is  a  measure  of  our  knowledge  of  the 
pathology  of  all  organisms,  and  a  pathology  limited  to  man,  like  a  geo- 
centric astronomy,  is,  or  ought  to  1)e,  a  notion  of  the  past. 

^  Stjo  d'  &v  CLTToSoL^v  Tis  "ZwicpaTei  5i/cai'ws'  tovs  5'  iiraKTiKovs  "Kiyov,  /cat  rb  opl^eadat 
KadoXov. — Arist.  Met.  xii. 
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The  causes  of  diseases  cannot  be  divided  into  categories ;  causes  are 
merely  the  antecedent  phenomena — the  routine  found  by  experience  to 
be  invariable.  Although  symptom  groups  tend  to  run  in  sets,  yet  it 
is  with  much  inconstancy,  infinite  variety,  and  manifold  transition  ;  so 
that  although  a  disease  may  lie  summarily  indicated  by  some  j^rominent 
features,  yet  to  define  it  is  a  bootless  quest ;  a  definition  cannot  be 
regarded  schedule 

Are,  then,  symptom  groups  so  fluid  that  we  can  have  no  nomen- 
elatupe  ?  In  so  far  as  organisms  are  differentiated  into  systems,  and 
their  functions  into  departments,  their  perturbations  will  have  some  corre- 
sponding orders,  and  appear  in  groups  which  more  or  less  repeat  each 
other ;  in  other  words,  the  more  complex  the  organism  the  more  differ- 
entiated its  symptom  groups.  For  instance,  a  blow  upon  the  head  of  a 
man  is  followed  by  a  group  of  changes  different  from  that  which  follows 
a  blow  upon  his  spine  or  abdomen ;  indeed,  if  the  violence  of  the  l)low  l)e 
given,  the  main  characters  of  the  resulting  group  in  each  case  may  be 
foretold  with  some  approach  to  accuracy.  As  we  descend  from  man  to 
lower  animals,  these  results  will  have  a  more  general  character  and  their 
groups  be  less  definite. 

Again,  symptom  groups  can  be  arranged  in  an  order  beginning  with 
the  most  general  and  ending  with  the  most  sjiecial.  Fever,  for  example, 
is  a  group  of  wide  generality,  and  is  found  at  any  rate  in  all  warm- 
blooded animals ;  probably  heat-regulation  or  tissue  stability  is  inherent 
in  and  conditioned  by  the  very  existence  of  a  nervous  system.  The 
extraordinary  manifestation  of  electric  control  in  certain  fishes  also 
indicates  to  us  that  even  cold  -  blooded  vertebrates  have  in  electric 
regulation  an  analogous  faculty.  So  far  as  I  am  aware,  however,  no 
experiments  have  been  made  upon  local  and  general  fluctuations  of  tem- 
perature in  cold-blooded  animals  subjected  to  catabolising  agents,  though 
tissue  changes  which  occur  under  such  influences  are  described  by 
Professor  Adami  in  his  article  on  "  Inflammation  "  in  this  volume.  If 
fever  be  a  member  of  the  class  of  most  general  symptom  groups,  the 
elaborate  automatic  actions  of  certain  human  epileptics  might  be  taken 
as  instances  of  highly  special  groups  of  disordered  functions,  and 
between  these  extremes  we  may  distinguish  multitudes  of  groups  of 
A^arious  stages  of  complexity,  not  by  any  means,  as  I  have  said,  sharp! 
defined  one  from  the  other,  insensibly  rather  melting  at  their  limits 
one  into  another,  yet  having  uniformity  enough  on  the  whole  to  admit  of 
naming  in  sets.  "  Well-marked  cases  "  are  probably  those  in  which  a  like 
perturbation  is  felt  especially  by  one  organ,  or  by  one  set  of  organs ;  a 
uniform  irritant  falling  precisely  upon  the  same  spot  in  the  body  must 
produce  a  group  of  events  only  not  invariable  in  so  far  as  the  organism 
may  be  inconstant.  Diff'erences  of  conditions,  however,  which  to  our 
eyes  are  apparently  very  small,  or  even  elusive,  may  and  often  do 
impress  so  great  a  change  upon  the  features  of  definite  perturbations  in 
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definite  spots  as  to  blind  us  to  the  underlying  similarity  of  causation. 
Not  only,  for  example,  may  a  morbific  agent  set  up  in  one  kind  of  mam- 
malian animal  a  group  of  symptoms  bearing  little  superficial  resemblance 
to  the  group  set  up  by  the  same  agent  in  another  kind ;  but,  as  the 
instance  of  the  tsetse  fly,  among  many  others,  shows  us,  the  resulting 
syndroma  may  have  widely  different  characters  in  the  several  varieties 
even  of  the  same  species  —  nay,  in  individuals  of  the  same  variety 
reared  under  different  conditions.  The  so-called  protective  inoculations 
may  be  cases  of  the  same  order,  though  the  relations  of  artificial  to 
natural  immunity  are  not  yet  made  clear ;  the  former  seems  hitherto  to 
be  of  a  more  temporary  kind  than  the  latter. 

Symptom  groups,  then,  differ  no  doubt  with  the  intimate  form  of 
grosser  or  finer  jjarts  in  the  various  organisms,  and  every  symptom  indicates 
molecular  disarray  somewhere,  could  we  but  detect  it ;  chemical  and  micro- 
scopical discovery,  therefore,  as  they  reveal  more  of  such  differences,  will 
explain  more  of  the  variations  of  disease — for  illustration's  sake  I  may 
refer  to  the  investigations  of  Metschnikoff,  Kanthack,  Hardy,  and  others  on 
the  blood  corpuscles — yet  we  have  seen  already  that  variations  in  morbid 
phenomena  bear  no  direct  relation  to  the  lines  of  obvious  anatomical 
structure,  and  may  vary  enormously  with  peculiarities  of  organisation, 
chemical  or  other,  which  are  so  latent  as  hitherto  to  have  escaped  our 
analysis.  If,  indeed,  we  may  properly  appeal  to  protective  inoculations 
in  this  place,  the  modified  qualities  of  the  contrasted  animals,  however 
recondite,  may  not  be  very  profound  or  permanent. 

When  speaking  of  classification,  I  indicated  these  difficulties  and 
the  labour  of  detecting  underlying  similarities  between  groups  of  phe- 
nomena apparently  disparate,  and  I  will  not  enlarge  again  upon  the 
same  difficulties  in  respect  of  naming.  We  cannot  name  a  series  until 
we  have  laid  doAvn  the  main  lines  of  it,  and  as  meanwhile  we  must  make 
provisional  classes,  so  we  must  make  provisional  names.  Descriptive 
names  cannot  be  given  until  we  have  relatively  complete  pathological 
explanations ;  but  by  pathological  explanations  I  mean  no  more  than  the 
formulation  of  series  ;  or,  in  other  words,  the  discovery  of  the  causation 
— -of  the  "  antecedent  routine,"  as  Prof.  Karl  Pearson  would  say.^ 

Those  nosologists  are  not  unreasonable  who  now  cry  out  for  names 
which  shall  indicate  pathological  characters,  but  they  anticipate  our 
powers.  Until  we  have  set  forth  the  routine  of  events  such  names  are 
impossible,  or  only  possible  partially  and  in  so  far  as  we  have  made 
out  some  fragments  of  the  "routine."  To  compare  ethnology  with 
pathology,  let  us  suppose  that  an  ethnologist  of  the  linguistic  school 
had  fifty  years  ago  discovered  the  Basques  and  called  them  Mongolian. 
Later  ethnologists,  putting  language  in  a  much  lower  place  as  a  test  of 
race,  would  supplant  this  name  by  another — say  by  the  present  name, 
"  Basque."  No  sooner  is  the  former  name  uprooted,  and  the  new  name 
aflBxed,  than  comes  the  craniologist  to  tell  us  that  this  people  is  of 
mixed  race,  and  that  distinctive  names  for  at  least  two  stems  are 

'  Grammar  of  Science.    London,  1892. 
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required,  and  so  forth.  Now,  names  are  not  easy  to  attach,  and 
when  attached  are  still  harder  to  get  rid  of ;  moreover,  in  the  sup- 
posed instance,  the  name  "  Mongolian  "  would,  during  its  existence,  not 
only  be  defective  as  an  index  of  quality,  but  positively  mischievous  as 
teaching  some  positive  error — the  name  "  Basque,"  on  the  other  hand, 
which  conveys  no  ethnological  meaning,  being  in  this  respect  a  better 
one. 

Thus  it  is  in  the  nomenclature  of  disease ;  to  give  pathological 
names  prematurely  may  be  to  teach  error  immediately  and  persistently. 
By  the  illustrations  I  have  used  above,  I  have  indicated  that  pathology 
has  yet  formulated  but  few  series  or  even  large  segments  of  series  of 
ordinary  morbid  phenomena.  Events  and  startling  features  of  the 
greatest  import  to  us  and  to  our  patients  come  before  us  daily,  and  many 
times  a  day,  and  cannot  be  linked  on  to  any  other  groups  with  which  we 
are  familiar. 

Before  permitting  ourselves,  then,  to  fix  names  significant  of  current 
hypotheses  upon  symptom  groups  not  even  half  understood,  may  it 
not  be  well,  until  our  knowledge  is  enlarged,  to  wait  and  be  content  with 
some  name  that  is  but  a  label  ?  Nay,  it  is  undesirable  even  in  our 
merely  provisional  and  descriptive  names  to  connote  too  much  ;  in  so 
doing  we  may  combine  parts  of  different  series  the  concurrence  of  which 
is  accidental.  Take,  for  example,  the  disease  often  called  exophthalmic 
goitre ;  this  name,  given  descriptively,  is  bad  because  as  a  descriptive 
name  it  postulates  two  events,  either  of  which  may  be  absent  from  the 
group,  while  it  omits  the  cardiac  events  which  are  at  least  of  equal  im- 
portance. Had  a  pathological  name  been  given  matters  would  have  been 
worse  still,  seeing  that  at  least  three  mutually  exclusive  hypotheses  are  on 
foot.  Is  it  not  really  more  scientific  after  all  to  be  satisfied  for  a  time 
with  such  a  name  as  "  Graves'  disease,"  which  sufficiently  indicates  the 
inconstant  group  of  events  we  have  in  view,  and  commits  us  neither  to 
a  fixed  order  in  the  group  nor  to  any  premature  classification  ?  Every 
physician,  again,  in  his  tractable  moments  will  admit  the  usefulness  of 
such  a  name  as  "Bright's  disease,"  which,  until  the  pathology  of  kidney 
disease  is  better  understood,  saves  us  from  tossing  on  the  conflicting 
currents  of  interstitial,  of  glomerular,  or  of  tubular  nephritis.  Dr. 
Dickinson,  in  an  article  in  this  work,  has  deliberately  preferred  the  name 
Lardaceous  Disease  as  one  which  in  the  present  state  of  our  knowledge 
commits  us  to  no  "  notiones  temere  a  rebus  abstractae." 

But,  it  is  argued,  these  names  may  confer  an  immortality  on  the 
wrong  man !  Well,  oblivion  blindly  scattereth  her  poppies :  yet  after 
all,  is  this  often  so  %  These  names  may  occasionally  violate  the  strict 
order  of  priority  in  discovery,  as  do  the  names  of  capes  and  islands ; 
but  the  man  who  attaches  his  name  to  a  discovery  usually  deserves 
it.  If  the  New  World  had  been  called  after  Columbus,  neither 
Sebastian  Cabot  nor  Amerigo  Vespucci  would  have  had  reason  to  com- 
plain. Neptune  had  often  been  observed  before  it  was  "  discovered "  ; 
and  a  recent  writer  happily  said  concerning  Fraunhofer's  lines,  "  Wollaston 
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saw  them,  but  did  not  discover  them."  There  were  Brights  before 
Bright,  no  doubt ;  but  the  great  Guy's  physician  worked  out  that  which 
previous  observers  had  not  genius  or  energy  enough  to  reveal  to  mankind. 

And,  after  all,  these  names  are,  as  I  have  said,  but  provisional 
tickets,  and  by  no  means  always  dedicatory — as  measles,  shingles, 
epilepsy,  and  the  like.  Such  a  label  as  "Graves'  disease,"  when  it 
has  served  its  temporary  purpose,  will  give  way  to  a  pathological  name 
when  the  series  is  discovered  in  which  this  malady  has  its  place,  and  its 
position  in  that  series  is  plotted  out.  Are  nosologists  so  ignorant,  then, 
that  as  yet  we  can  have  no  scientific  nomenclature  ?  Can  none  of  our 
names  be  an  intellectual  instrument  ?  By  no  means ;  but  we  must  be 
content  to  give  such  instrumental  names  to  the  simpler  diseases,  and 
thence  cautiously  to  the  more  complex,  remembering  that  to  name 
scientifically  a  disease  of  complex  causation  is  to  suppose  that  pathology 
has  advanced  far  beyond  its  present  stage. 

Meanwhile,  besides  the  ticket  names,  we  have  some,  such  as  chorea, 
which,  although  given  in  ignorance  of  the  nature  of  the  malady,  are 
fairly  well  descriptive  ;  paralysis  agitans  is  another  good  name  of  the 
kind ;  anatomical  names  also,  such  as  bulbar  palsy,  disseminated  scle- 
rosis, and  the  like,  are  largely  displacing  those  descriptive  of  symptoms 
— displacing,  I  say,  and  not  superseding,  because  symptoms  will  prob- 
ably hereafter  be  grouped  under  general  and  special  heads  from  a 
clinical  point  of  view,  such  as  modified  movements,  modified  sensations, 
modified  reflexes,  modified  secretions,  and  so  forth.  But  with  all  this  we 
should  fall  short  of  any  indication  of  general  pathological  characters — 
for  instance,  mischief  in  one  anatomical  seat,  say  in  a  joint,  may  be 
primarily  of  traumatic,  chemical  or  microbic  causation,  and  yet  at  certain 
stages  produce  similar  modifications  of  motion  and  sensation.  Identical 
or  closely  similar  results  may  be  reached  from  distant  and  even  widely 
diff"erent  starting-points ;  and  we  come  back  to  the  conclusion  that  in 
respect  of  most  diseases  we  are  ignorant  of  the  series  to  which  they 
belong.  We  can  give  a  clinically  descriptive  name  to  "  general 
paralysis  "  ;  or  we  can  pathologically  call  it  "  chronic  encephalitis,"  but 
we  have  not  learned  to  what  series — syphilitic  or  other — it  belongs ; 
and  until  we  know  this  we  cannot  finally  name  it. 

A  name  is  not  complete,  therefore,  unless  it  indicate  the  tissue 
elements  primarily  engaged,  and  the  series  of  which  the  aff"ection 
forms  a  part.  But  the  subject  is  far  too  extensive  and  various,  and 
our  knowledge  too  small  to  make  it  profitable  to  pursue  the  matter 
further  in  this  place ;  indeed  it  cannot  be  fully  discussed  without  a 
survey  of  that  field  of  comparative  nosology — of  the  symptoms  and  the 
causes  of  them  in  all  organised  beings — the  exploration  of  which  is 
scarcely  yet  begun,  unless  it  be  in  respect  of  certain  diseases  of  animals 
and  plants  which  interfere  with  our  industries.  Pathology  itself 
remains  in  much  the  same  merely  "  anthroi^ocentric "  and  descriptive 
stage  as  was  anatomy  fifty  years  ago ;  but  its  morphological  stage  is 
already  initiated. 
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Of  our  Terminology  I  have  little  to  say — technical  terms  are  more 
fluid  than  names,  and  are  undergoing  continual  modification  as  our  know- 
ledge increases.  As  Dr.  Kanthack  incidentally  discusses  some  weak 
points  in  our  terminology  in  his  article  on  the  "  General  Pathology  of 
Infection,"  I  will  not  speak  so  fully  as  I  had  intended  on  this  sub- 
ject. The  improvement  of  our  terminology  is  much  impeded  by  the 
loose  clinical  slang  which  too  many  teachers  allow  their  pupils  not  only 
to  use  at  the  bedside,  but  to  enter  in  their  case-books  also.  Colloquial 
vulgarisms,  effete  terms  of  logic,  relics  of  humoralism  and  pseudo- 
scientific  phrases,  make  up  a  large  part  of  the  language  of  the  wards, 
and  so  long  as  our  teachers  countenance,  and  even  themselves  use 
such  slovenly  language,  so  long  will  students  be  content  with  it.  It  is 
but  fair  to  add  that  Medicine  is  not  a  subject  in  which  terminology 
and  nomenclature  find  their  best  exemplification  :  the  matters  of  our 
inquiry,  not  haA-ing  relatively  fixed  specific  characters,  do  not  lend 
themselves  as  yet  to  the  construction  of  an  appropriate  terminology.  If, 
for  instance,  we  seek  to  affix  a  constant  termination,  such  as  "  itis,"  to 
signify  all  kinds  of  inflammation,  we  are  met  by  the  inconstancy  of  the 
meaning  of  the  term  "  inflammation,"  and  by  its  possible  confusion  with 
the  encroachments  of  competing  tissues  and  with  acute  degenerations. 
We  cannot  yet  say  when  fibrosis  is  "  inflammatory "  in  origin,  or 
when,  on  the  other  hand,  it  may  be  relatively  atrophic,  for  we  are  also 
uncertain  in  our  use  of  the  terms  atrophy  or  hypertrophy.  Still  there 
is  no  reason  why  in  the  near  future  these  terms  should  not  be  better 
defined.  I  am  not  without  hope  that  the  work  of  Professor  Adami  and 
Dr.  Mott  in  this  volume  may  go  far  to  help  us  on  our  way. 

To  illustrate  at  length  the  looseness  of  our  terms,  and  the  errors 
which  arise  from  the  equivocal  use  of  any  of  them,  were  an  under- 
taking far  beyond  the  space  at  my  disposal.  The  student  finds  his 
notorious  security  in  terms,  ^  because  he  has  not  learned  that  one  term 
does  not  always  carry  one  and  the  same  meaning.  As  Mr.  Grote  has 
said,  no  part  of  the  Platonic  writings  is  more  useful  than  those  Dia- 
logues in  which  the  disputant  is  forced  to  feel  how  imperfectly  he 
understands  the  phrases  in  common  use.  But  it  was  reserved  for  Aris- 
totle to  recognise  "  equivocal  terms  "  as  a  class,  and  to  assign  to  them  a 
particular  name.  Until  we  are  at  one  in  our  use  of  terms  we  cannot 
formulate  propositions  as  true  or  false  ;  we  cannot,  that  is,  combine  our 
terms  as  subject  and  predicate.  As  was  said  of  another  matter,  medical 
discourse  and  medical  literature  are  "  pervaded  by  assumptions  "  :  I  would 
therefore  earnestly  appeal  to  all  bedside  teachers  to  compel  their  pupils 
to  look  every  term  well  over  as  it  comes  to  them  ;  to  scrutinise  it  obversely, 
reversely  and  edgewise  before  using  it  as  currency.  As  things  are, 
candidates  for  degrees  use  arguments  based  upon  equivocal  terms,  shelter 
themselves  under  phrases  which  save  them  the  trouble  of  thought ;  and 

^  Need  I  quote  from  Faust  the  well-kuowu  lines  ? — 
"  Deun  eben  wo  Begritfe  fehleu 
Da  stellt  eia  Wort  zu  recbten  Zeit  sich  eiu." 
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are  disposed  to  feel  as  injured  as  Thrasymachus  if  these  current  phrases 
are  challenged. 

I  have  spoken  of  the  causation  of  disease ;  I  have  shown  that 
diagnosis  is  the  practical  asjaect  of  classification ;  I  will  now  conclude 
with  a  few  words  on  Prognosis. 

A  living  being  is  found  in  a  given  abnormal  state  (diagnosis) ;  we 
have  then  to  find  how  this  came  about  (aetiology) ;  and,  thirdly,  Ave  have 
to  foretell  the  state  in  M'hich  the  creature  will  be  at  a  given  future  time. 
Such  forecasts  are  already  possible  when  we  deal  with  large  numbers.  If 
we  wish  to  know  the  mean  duration  of  life  in  a  young  man  of  twenty 
years  of  age  we  have  tables  at  hand  which  will  inform  us ;  if  any  par- 
ticular young  man  be  associated  with  a  sufficiently  large  number  of 
others  like  himself,  we  can  deal  with  him  on  a  definite  "  curve  of 
frequency." 

But  when  a  particular  patient  comes  to  a  physician  he  is  not  satisfied 
to  know  the  mean  expectation  of  a  thousand  sufferers  in  his  case,  but 
he  will  insist  upon  knowing  the  future  part  of  the  curve  of  his  own 
individual  phases.  If  he  present  himself  before  a  physician  of  large 
experience  he  will  get  some  such  estimate — an  estimate  fallible,  it  is 
true,  but  in  many  cases  having  sufficient  jDrobability  to  justify  the 
patient  in  laying  out  his  plans  for  the  future  with  some  confidence. 

Now,  how  is  this  attained  1  Let  us  go  a  step  farther,  and  consider 
a  sub-class  of  the  young  men  aged  twenty,  namely,  young  Englishmen  ;  we 
may  still  find  statistics  for  this  purpose,  and  give  an  estimate  of  the  mean 
duration  of  life  in  this  sub-class.  Suppose  that  we  go  a  step  farther 
still,  and  construct  a  class  still  more  subordinate,  namely,  of  young  medical 
students,  or  of  young  medical  students  in  a  certain  university,  or  of 
young  medical  students  classed  as  students,  oarsmen,  or  cricketers, 
and  we  may  still  find  something  like  statistics  to  guide  us.  But  in  thus 
subdividing  our  classes,  we  shall  soon  arrive  at  sub-classes  for  which 
registered  statistics  are  no  longer  available — the  numbers  are  too  few, 
the  cases  too  special,  or  they  have  not  been  tabulated.  Thus  we 
approach  the  prognosis  of  individual  cases,  and  rely  more  and  more  upon 
the  quality  of  the  observer.  In  discussing  this  matter  with  Dr.  Venn, 
it  appeared  to  us,  nevertheless,  that  the  method  is  still  one  of  statistics 
— one  of  conscious  or  unconscious  abstraction,  based  upon  numerical 
summary.  The  accumulated  experience,  although  not  formulated,  is 
nevertheless  an  accumulation  of  records  of  cases  —  cases  recorded 
imperfectly,  it  may  be,  but  written  upon  the  memory  of  a  skilled 
observer,  and  of  these  the  observer  more  or  less  automatically  strikes  a 
mean  when  called  upon  to  estimate  the  expectation  of  a  given  life,  or  of 
particular  events  in  the  life.  The  observer  may  rely  more  upon  his 
note-books,  and  make  a  calculation  dependent  upon  their  fulness  and 
accuracy ;  or  he  may  rely  rather  upon  an  acquired  instinct  bred  of 
accumulated  impressions  upon  his  senses,  and  dependent  upon  the 
tenacity  of  his  memory  and  the  quickness  of  his  observing  faculties : 
still  in  either  case — whether  the  judgment  be  more  automatic  or  less 
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automatic — it  is  based,  in  the  last  analysis,  upon  statistics,  and  the 
result  has  the  more  validity  as  the  number  of  observed  cases  increases. 

Again,  this  acquired  judgment  does  not  wholly  die  with  the  indi- 
vidual.^ The  instructed  observer  formulates  certain  middle  axioms 
Avhich  he  illustrates  at  the  bedside  before  his  puj^ils  :  using  these  with 
discrimination,  his  pupils  revise,  confirm  or  modify  them ;  and  thus 
something  like  a  body  of  quasi- statistical  knowledge  is  handed  down 
from  generation  to  generation.  As  observation  becomes  more  accurate, 
as  the  number  of  observed  cases  increases,  and  as  classes  are  better 
and  better  distinguished,  the  nearer  will  the  physician  be  able  to 
approach  an  accurate  prognosis — though  the  time  when  any  sufficient 
rule  can  be  applied  to  individual  cases  must  long  be  out  of  our  sight ; 
and  the  application  of  any  approximate  rules  must  long  be  subordinate 
to  the  instinctive  tact  of  the  educated  physician  himself,  who  alone  can 
apprehend  the  sum  of  the  peculiarities  which  must  modify  their  applica- 
tion to  individual  instances.  Like  the  so-called  cumulative  photographic 
image  which  results  from  the  blending  of  many  superposed  faces  of  the 
same  kind,  there  grow  up  before  the  mind's  eye  of  the  educated  physi- 
cian, images  of  this  morbid  facies,  and  of  that,  to  which  he  refers 
individual  instances ;  and  he  pronounces  his  opinion  of  the  state  and 
probable  future  phases  of  individuals  as  these  severally  vary  this  way  or 
that  from  the  standards  within  himself. 

T.  CLIFFORD  ALLBUTT. 

^  Dr.  Venn  writes  to  me  on  this  passage  as  follows  : — "  I  think  this  is  very  important. 
I  have  often  been  struck  by  the  way  in  which  an  apparently  subjective  judgment  can  be 
perpetuated,  as  an  almost  objective  standard,  within  some  specially  trained  class  of  persons, 
who  are  in  frequent  communication." 


/?i  order  to  avoid  frequent  interruption  of  the  text,  the  Editor  has  only  inserted 
the  numbers  indicative  of  items  in  tlie  lists  of  "  References  "  in  cases  of  emphasis, 
where  two  or  more  references  to  one  author  are  in  the  list,  where  an  author  is 
quoted  from  a  work  puhlished  under  another  name,  or  where  an  authoritative  state- 
ment is  made  without  mention  of  the  author's  name.  In  ordinary  cases  cm  authoi-'s 
name  is  a  sufficient  indication  of  the  corresponding  item  in  the  list. 


DIVISION  I 

PROLEGOMENA 


I 


MEDICAL  STATISTICS 


In  this  paper  the  term  "  Medical  Statistics  "  includes  statistics  of  diseases 
in  their  relations  to  etiology,  symptomatology  and  results,  as  derived 
from  comparisons  of  records  of  cases  of  such  diseases.  It  will  also  be 
necessary  to  consider  some  of  the  results  of  mortality  statistics,  derived 
from  a  comparison  of  the  number  of  deaths  in  a  given  time  with  the 
number  of  people  among  whom  such  deaths  occurred ;  and  of  morbidity 
statistics,  derived  in  like  manner  from  comparisons  of  the  number  of 
cases  of  disease  occurring  in  a  given  population  in  a  given  time ;  in 
a  broad  sense,  the  term  medical  statistics  no  doubt  includes  both 
mortality  and  morbidity  records. 

The  essential  difference  between  the  methods  of  medical  statistics  and 
those  used  by  the  vital  statistician  is  that  the  former  have  usually  no 
reference  to  population  data.  The  medical  statistician  inquires  how 
many  cases  of  pneumonia,  or  of  consumption,  or  of  Bright's  disease  have 
been  under  observation ;  what  proportion  of  these  have  been  of  certain 
ages,  or  races,  or  occupations  ;  and  what  proportion  have  recovered  or 
died  under  certain  modes  of  treatment :  but,  as  a  rule,  he  has  no  data 
to  show  the  number  of  cases  of  pneumonia  occurring  among  a  given 
number  of  people  who  are  between  forty-five  and  sixty-five  years  of  age. 
He  cannot  therefore  deal  with  ratios  to  population,  which  are  the  basis 
of  most  of  the  work  of  the  vital  statistician,  who  would  inquire  as  to  the 
relative  probabilities  that  an  Irish  male  between  forty-five  and  sixty-five 
will  have  pneumonia  as  compared  with  a  German  male  of  the  same  age 
group ;  or  that  a  plumber  between  twenty  and  forty  years  old  will  con- 
tract pulmonary  phthisis  as  compared  with  a  carpenter  of  the  same  age. 

The  physician  finds  from  hospital  records  that  in  each  1000  cases  of 
cancer  in  males  a  greater  number  occur  in  persons  between  the  ages  of 
fifty -five  and  sixty-five  than  in  any  other  age  group ;  while  the  vital 
statistician,  from  the  records  of  deaths,  finds  that  the  mortality  from 
cancer  steadily  increases  with  advancing  years  up  to  the  age  of  ninety, 
and  concludes  that  the  reason  why  there  are  few  cases  of  cancer  in 
people  seventy-five  years  of  age  and  upward  is  simply  because  there  are 
comparatively  few  people  of  that  age.    In  the  tabulation  of  the  retui'ns 
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of  cases  of  acute  rheumatism  in  the  Collective  Investigation  Record  it  is 
shown  that  of  the  655  cases  recorded  71  were  in  domestic  servants,  16 
in  agricultural  labourers,  10  in  grocers,  etc.,  and  the  conclusion  is  drawn 
that  domestic  servants  are  especially  liable  to  rheumatism,  and  that  this 
may  be  due  to  their  greater  use  of  alcoholic  drinks. 

Such  a  conclusion  has  no  basis  in  the  figures,  because  we  know 
nothing  of  the  proportion  of  domestic  servants  attended  by  the  physi- 
cians who  made  the  reports,  to  the  total  n\imber  of  these  servants  in 
existence,  or  to  the  number  of  servants  who  had  rheumatism.  The 
utility  of  medical  statistics  has  not  been  so  great  as  was  hoped  by  Louis 
and  others.  As  applied  to  the  study  of  a  disease  it  is  necessary  that  the 
different  observers  who  furnish  the  records  shall  be  referring  to  substan- 
tially the  same  disorder  of  structure  or  function — that  is,  there  must  be 
a  tolerably  definite  series  of  symptoms,  such  as  occur  in  specific  diseases 
and  acute  affections  of  particular  organs.  The  statistical  method  is  most 
applicable,  and  has  proved  most  useful  in  surgical  cases.  With  improved, 
methods  of  diagnosis,  the  possible  utilities  of  medical  statistics  are  becom- 
ing greater ;  evidently  little  could  be  done  with  statistics  of  fevers  before 
the  differences  between  typhus,  enteric  and  relapsing  fevers  were  known  ; 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  when  Ave  have  discovered  by  experiment  that  a 
given  result  must  follow  a  given  cause,  a  few  repetitions  of  such  experi- 
ments give  as  gi-eat  a  degree  of  certainty  as  would  several  thousand. 
Statistics  are  useless  to  prove  that  chalk  will  be  decomposed  by  sulphuric 
acid,  and  they  are  now  of  little  value  in  discussing  whether  tuberculosis 
be  caused  by  a  particular  form  of  bacillus  ;  but  they  are  the  only  means 
yet  available  for  determining  the  varying  degrees  of  immunity  against 
this  bacillus  possessed  by  different  races. 

The  causative  influence  of  a  given  condition  upon  the  results  of  a 
disease  can  only  be  calculated  ajiproximately,  because  we  can  never  be 
sure  that  the  sum  of  all  other  conditions  which  might  influence  the 
result  remains  the  same  in  the  different  cases  investigated  ;  but  much  may 
be  done  to  estimate  the  effects  of  the  different  conditions  of  the  living 
body  and  of  its  environment  upon  disease,  provided  that  we  can  obtain  a 
sufficient  amount  of  data  to  enable  us  to  come  within  the  limits  of  the 
law  of  probable  error.  This  matter  of  the  probable  or  possible  error  of 
ratios  in  relation  to  the  magnitude  of  the  figures  from  which  they  are 
derived  should  be  kept  in  mind  in  the  use  of  medical  statistics.  The 
most  convenient  method  to  estimate  it  is  by  what  is  known  as  "  Poisson's 
formula,"  as  follows  : — 

—  ±  2  \^  — ^  =  possible  variation  in  proj^ortion  of  m  to 

J  =  total  number  of  events. 
m  =  number  in  one  group. 

11  =  number  in  the  other  group,  so  that  m  +  n  =  q. 
For  example,  suppose  that  in  1000  cases  of  typhoid  fever  in  whites 
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100  die,  while  in  1000  cases  of  the  same  disease  in  negroes  95  die,  what 
is  the  probability  of  the  conclusion  that  this  disease  is  less  fatal  in 


negroes  than  in  whites  ? 


By  the  formula — For  the  whites,  2=1000,  ?/t=100,  h  =  900, 
and  the  possible  variation  in  the  ratio  oi'  O'l  is  plus  or  minus 

V^-,  =  "0268,30  that  the  death-rate  might  be  fromO'1268  to 


1,000,000,000 

0-0732,  that  is,  from  127  to  73  per  1000.  By  the  formula— For  the  negroes 

95  /     171  950 

the  possible  variations  in  the  ratio  —  is  2  V  1,000,000,000^  "0^^^^^ 

so  that  it  might  be  either  0-1212  or  0"0687,  that  is,  from  121  to  69  per 
1000. 

The  figures  are  therefore  too  small  to  answer  the  question  definitely 
as  to  influence  of  race.  But  if  of  1,000,000  cases  in  whites  100,000 
die,  and  of  a  similar  number  in  negroes  95,000  die,  then  the  probable 
error  for  the  whites  becomes  -f  or  -  '000424 — -or  from  100-424  to 
99-576  per  million  die — and  the  probable  error  for  the  coloured  becomes 
-I- or  -  -000414,  or  from  95-414  to  94-586  per  million  die. 

Stating  these  in  the  usual  form  of  ratios  per  1000,  it  would  be  that 
among  the  whites  the  death-rate  is  between  99-58  and  100-42,  and 
among  the  coloured  between  94-59  and  95-41  per  1000,  indicating  a 
definite  and  positive  difference  between  the  death-rates  of  the  two  races. 

A  special  application  of  this  law  of  possible  error  in  connection  with 
the  length  of  time  covered  by  the  data  should  be  borne  in  mind  in  com- 
paring medical  and  vital  statistics.  The  death-rates  of  a  city  of  10,000 
inhabitants  for  ten  successive  years  are  much  more  indicative  of  the 
relative  healthfulness  of  the  place  than  is  the  death-rate  of  a  city  of 
100,000  inhabitants  for  a  single  year,  because  the  death-i-ate  for  a  single 
year  may  be  greatly  influenced  by  epidemics  and  by  meteorological 
peculiarities. 

The  following  table  and  diagram  show  the  relative  magnitude  of  the 
death-rates  in  New  York,  Brooklyn,  Boston,  Philadelphia,  and  Baltimore 
in  each  of  the  sixteen  years  from  1875  to  1890  inclusive  : — 
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Year. 

A^6w  York, 

Brooklyn. 

Boston, 

Pliiladelpliia. 

Till  1  f".i  m  fM'P 

1875 

28-8 

26-3 

30-0 

23-5 

24  -5 

1876 

26-6 

25-1 

26-3 

24-4 

24-2 

1877 

23-3 

22-3 

22-5 

20-2 

25-4 

1878 

23-5 

21-0 

22-6 

19-4 

21-1 

1879 

24-0 

21-1 

21-1 

18-6 

23-4 

1880 

26-4 

23-3 

23-5 

20-9 

24-2 

1881 

31-3 

24-7 

24-3 

22-5 

25-8 

1882 

30-0 

24-6 

23-7 

22-7 

25-4 

1883 

26-3 

21-8 

25-1 

22-2 

26-0 

1884 

26-5 

21-6 

24-3 

21-6 

22-4 

1885 

26-3 

22-7 

23-8 

22-7 

21-4 

1886 

27-0 

22-5 

22-4 

20-8 

21-3 

loo/ 

Ji6  0 

zo  y 

22  "1 

20 '8 

1888 

27-7 

24-0 

23-7 

20-3 

21-7 

1889 

26-7 

23-7 

23-3 

20-0 

20-5 

1890 

26-4 

24-5 

23-7 

20-7 

23-4 

Rate 

Years 

1875 

1876 

1877 

1878 

1879 

1880 

1881 

1882 
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30 
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It  will  be  seen  from  this  table  that  in  all  these  cities  the  death-rates 
fell  from  1875  to  1878-79,  then  rose  until  1881-82,  and  then  again 
declined.  The  influence  which  produced  these  great  variations  could  not 
have  been  a  local  one. 

What  is  the  normal  sickness  rate  of  a  people  ?  That  is  to  say,  in  a 
general  population  of  100,000,  how  many  are  constantly  sick  to  such  a 
degree  as  to  require  medical  attendance,  or  to  be  incapacitated  from 
pursuing  their  ordinary  avocations  ?  The  only  sources  to  which  we  can 
look  foi'  the  answer  to  this  question  are  the  records  of  the  army  and 
navy  in  different  countries,  of  certain  benefit  societies  providing  insur- 
ance against  sickness,  of  the  police  force  in  certain  cities,  of  employees  of 
railroads,  and  of  the  last  censuses  of  Ireland,  of  the  Australian  colonies, 
and  of  the  United  States. 

The  following  table  shows  for  various  armies  the  number  of  admis- 
sions to  treatment  for  sickness  and  injury  per  1000  of  mean  strength  in 
a  year,  the  number  constantly  sick,  the  average  number  of  sick  days  to 
each  soldier,  and  the  average  duration  of  each  case  of  sickness  : — 


In  1000  mean  strensitli. 

Sick  Days  to 
eacli  Soldier 
of  mean 

Average 
Duration  of 
each  case  of 

Armies. 

Periods. 

Constantly 
sick. 

Admissions. 

strength. 

Sickness. 

Belgian  army 

1880-89 

1407 

28-3 

10-3 

7-3 

Prussian  army 

1883-89 

830 

30-8 

11-2 

12-9 

Italian  army 

1878-91 

853 

34-7 

12-6 

15-7 

Dutch  army 

1884-89 

906 

37-0 

13-5 

14-1 

United  States  (white)  . 

1881-90 

1337 

43-3 

15-8 

11-0 

Austrian  army  . 

1879-89 

1185 

45-3 

16-5 

13-4 

British  army  at  home  . 

1881-90 

820 

46-0 

16-7 

20-4 

French  army 

1875-84 

2476 

46-8 

17-1 

6-9 

British  in  India  . 

1881-90 

1458 

73-0 

26-6 

18-2 

Coloured  Troops. 

United  States  (coloured) 

1881-90 

1577 

44-3 

16-2 

10-0 

British  troops  (coloured 

in  North  India) 

1881-90 

1035 

51-1 

18-6 

18-0 

British  troops  (coloured 

in  North  Africa) 

1881-90 

1736 

76-5 

27-9 

17-0 

From  this  table  it  will  be  seen  that  of  each  1000  soldiers  serving  in 
temperate  climates  about  35  are  constantly  sick,  the  figures  varying  from 
28'3  in  the  Belgian  army  to  46'8  in  the  French  army.  It  must  be 
remembered,  however,  that  these  figures  relate  only  to  males  of  certain 
groups  of  ages,  and  of  a  carefully  selected  class  of  population,  but  of  a  class 
much  more  apt  to  claim  exemption  from  duty  on  account  of  sickness 
than  would  be  the  males  of  corresponding  ages  in  the  general  population. 
Taking  the  male  members  of  friendly  societies  from  the  age  of  fifteen  to 
eighty-five,  Mr.  Finlayson  found  that  about  five  years  of  sickness  occurs 
to  each  man  during  those  seventy  years ;  but  the  sickness  occurring  in 
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men  from  forty-two  to  sixty-six  years  of  age  is  almost  double  the  sickness 
occurring  in  men  from  fifteen  to  forty-one  years  of  age.  From  the  com- 
mencement of  the  sixteenth  year  of  age  to  the  close  of  the  sixty-sixth  the 
amount  of  sickness  averages  about  one  and  a  half  week  per  man.  (See 
Insurance  Cydopcedia,  vol.  v.  p.  83.) 

In  the  "  Hearts  of  Oak  Benefit  Society,"  Mr.  Ralph  Hardy  reports 
{Journal  of  the  Institute  of  Actuaries,  January  1894,  p.  86)  that  from  1884 
to  1891  the  total  number  of  members  was  940,224,  of  whom  7853  died, 
and  238,787  were  claimants  on  account  of  sickness  or  disaljility. 

The  following  table  shows  for  each  of  certain  groups  of  ages  the 
number  exposed  to  risk,  the  number  of  weeks  of  actual  sickness  or  dis- 
a1)ility  for  which  claims  were  made,  and  the  number  of  weeks  of  sickness 
or  disability  per  member  in  each  group  : — 


Number  Weeks 

Number  exposeil 

Number  Weeks 

Sickness 

Ages. 

to  Risk. 

actual  Sickness. 

per  Member  in 
each  group. 

19 

2,007 

3,241 

■68 

20-24 

68,637 

69,370 

•75 

25-29 

178,275 

164,740 

•81 

30-34 

235,268 

249,700 
261,428 

•92 

35-39 

189,502 

1-06 

40-44 

135,164 

239,682 

1-28 

45-49 

75,441 

168,242 

1^65 

50-54 

29,567 

93,373 

2^20 

55-59 

14,054 

67,679 

3-13 

60-64 

7,712 

60,926 

4-74 

65-69 

3,418 

49,278 

7^34 

70-74 

1,001 

20,448 

11-50 

75-79 

169 

3,817 

16-19 

80 

9 

181 

52-00 

All  ages. 

940,224 

1,452,106 

It  will  be  seen  from  this  table  that  for  those  under  forty  years  of 
age  there  was  less  than  one  week's  sickness  in  each  year,  and  that  after 
this  age  the  amount  of  sickness  nearly  doubled  every  ten  years. 

The  following  table  gives  the  results  observed  in  311  Italian  mutual 
benefit  societies  as  regards  the  sickness  occurring  among  254,193  males. 
{Annali  di  Statistica,  Tavole  dellu  frequenza  e  durata  delle  Malattie,  etc. 
Roma,  1892)  :— 
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Number  taken 
sick  yearly  per 
1000  of  Number 
observed. 

Number  of 
cases  of  Sick- 
ness in  a  year 

per  1000  of 
Number 

observed. 

Number  of 
clays'  Sickness 
-  to  each 
Member  in  ^ 
year. 

Number  of 
days'  Sickness 
to  each  sick 
Person  in  a 
year. 

Average 
Duration  of 
each  Sickness 
in  days. 



o  y 

9A 
ZU  O 

±0  0 

1  Fi  9n 

9*7 
Z/  D 

9A  '0 

zu  y 

17-7 

9A  9p; 

9p;i 

ZOI 

Fi  'H 

OQ  -9 

ZO  z 

1  Q  *Q 

ly  o 

99Q 

ZDO 

0  '± 

9Q 

zo  0 

9A*^ 
ZU  o 

99Q 

ZOO 

Fi  -1 

9Q  'A 
Zo  U 

9A  *{i 
ZU  0 

94n 

Z  /  o 

0  \J 

94  -Q 
Z^  O 

91  -4 
Zi  * 

9Q9 

Z  /  O 

0  z 

9fl  •'7 
ZO  / 

99  -7 
ZZ  / 

45-50 

253 

289 

6-8 

27-0 

23-7 

50-55 

258 

304 

7-9 

30-7 

26-1 

55-60 

275 

328 

9-2 

33-7 

28-2 

60-65 

299 

361 

11-2 

37-3 

30-9 

65-70 

322 

404 

13-4 

39-9 

33-4 

70-75 

344 

397 

147 

43-0 

37-2 

75-80 

286 

337 

13-4 

41-1 

39-9 

Ave.  over  10 

242 

283 

6-6 

27-1 

23-2 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  sick  and  of  those  suffering 
from  accidents,  per  1000  of  population,  in  certain  states  and  countries, 
as  found  in  recent  censuses  : — • 


In  1000  Population. 

states  and  Countries. 

Years. 

Diseases. 

Accidents. 

Maine  ...... 

1890 

12-93 

•84 

Connectictit  ..... 

1890 

15-23 

•97 

Massachusetts  .... 

1890 

12-31 

•93 

New  Hampshire  .... 

1890 

22-09 

2-41 

Rhode  Island  .... 

1890 

18-36 

1-04 

Vermont  ..... 

1890 

28-98 

1-66 

Virginia  ..... 

1890 

16-69 

2-06 

Alabama  ..... 

1890 

15-08 

1-36 

District  of  Columbia 

1890 

17-08 

1-56 

Delaware  ..... 

1890 

13-18 

1-45 

Victoria  ..... 

1890 

11-36 

1-97 

South  Australia  .... 

.  1890 

10-98 

1-46 

New  South  Wales .... 

1890 

9-00 

1-34 

Tasmania  

1890 

8-00 

1-29 

New  Zealand  .... 

1890 

7-81 

1-23 

Queensland  ..... 

1890 

7-51 

1-21 

Western  Australia 

1890 

4-85 

1^03 

Ireland  ..... 

1891 

7-12 

-47 
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Including  women  and  children,  it  is  probable  that  for  each  1000  of 
population  under  ordinary  circumstances,  400  are  taken  sick  or  laid  up 
by  accidents  during  the  year,  and  that  about  thirty  are  constantly  sick, 
the  average  duration  of  illness  being  about  four  weeks. 

It  is  usually  estimated  that  for  every  case  of  death  in  a  community 
there  are  two  persons  constantly  sick — that  is  to  say,  there  is  an  average 
of  two  years'  sickness  to  each  death  ;  or  with  an  annual  death-rate  of  1 8 
per  1000,  the  average  number  constantly  sick  is  about  thirty-six  per 
1000:  but  this  estimate  is  probably  somewhat  in  excess  of  the  true 
figures  under  ordinary  circumstances,  and  it  should  be  distinctly  under- 
stood that  it  does  not  apply  to  individual  diseases,  but  only  to  the  whole 
mass  of  diseases  and  injuries.  The  proportion  of  "  cases  constantly 
sick "  to  "  deaths "  is  very  different  for  consumption,  diabetes  and 
cancer,  from  that  which  exists  in  diphtheria,  typhoid  fever  and  tetanus. 
The  sickness  ratios  derivable  from  the  data  of  those  censuses  in  which  an 
attempt  has  been  made  to  enumerate  all  the  sick  living  on  the  day  of 
the  census  are  evidently  too  small ;  but  it  is  probable  that  they  represent 
very  fairly  the  different  proportions  of  sickness  existing  in  males  and 
females  of  certain  groups  of  ages.  Accoi'ding  to  the  census  of  1880  in 
the  United  States,  the  proportion  of  sick  to  1000  of  population  of 
different  ages  was  as  folloAvs  : — 


Age. 

Males. 

Females. 

15  to  25  

6-9 

6-8 

25  to  35   

8-6 

9-7 

35  to  45   

12-2 

11-5 

45  to  55   

16-8 

14-4 

55  to  65  

25-5 

20  -4 

65  and  over  ...... 

44 -o 

35-3 

In  the  state  of  Massachusetts  on  1st  June  1890  out  of  a  total 
population  of  2,238,943  there  were  reported  41,512  sick  and  defective, 
of  whom  25,490  were  males  and  16,022  females,  giving  a  ratio  of  23'44 
for  males  and  2 3 '4 6  for  females  per  1000  of  population. 

The  ratio  per  1000  at  different  age  groups  was  as  follows  : — 


Ages. 

Males. 

Females. 

15  to  25  . 

9-74 

6-90 

25  to  35  

12-38 

8-84 

35  to  45  

21-80 

13-11 

45  to  55  

57-14 

21-76 

55  to  65   

71-17 

34-19 

65  and  over  

96-41 

60-84 
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In  each  1000  of  the  total  sick  and  defective  there  were  as  follows  : — 


Male. 



Female. 

Total  of  all  diseases  ..... 

623-9 

719-6 

Rheumatism  ...... 

175-8 

176-2 

Consumption  ...... 

34-5 

51-3 

Cancer  and  tumours  ..... 

9-0 

36-9 

Nervous  system  ...... 

37-8 

80-7 

Circulatory  system  ..... 

56-8 

70-7 

Urinary  organs  ...... 

Bones  and  joints  ...... 

42-1 

64-8 

Total  deformed,  cx  spine  .... 

■23-4 

18-6 

Total  lost  arms  ...... 

30-6 

3-8 

Total  lost  legs  ...... 

31-3 

6-4 

Total  lame  ....... 

105-6 

84-0  ■ 

Accidents  and  injuries  .... 

77-9 

29-3 

Paralysed  ....... 

82-2 

101-2 

There  are  no  figures  available  as  to  the  amount  of  sickness  among 
children,  but  it  is  probably  much  greater  among  them  than  in  adult  life, 
corresponding  generally  to  the  greater  mortality  of  the  earlier  years  of 
life. 

It  is  not  probable  that  anything  like  complete  returns  of  sickness  will 
be  obtained  in  the  near  future  for  any  large  body  of  the  general  popula- 
tion. The  registration  of  diseases  will  be  confined  to  infectious  and 
spreading  diseases — that  is  to  say,  to  diseases  which  are  known  or 
supposed  to  be  preventable — and  the  more  unusual  the  disease  the  more 
likely  is  the  registration  to  be  complete.  In  England  and  the  United 
States,  nearly  all  cases  of  Asiatic  cholera,  small-pox  and  yellow  fever  will 
be  registered,  while  the  registration  will  always  be  defective  for  such 
diseases  as  measles,  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria  and  typhoid  fever.  The 
only  means,  then,  at  our  command  for  calculating  the  number  of  cases  of  a 
given  disease,  occurring  in  a  given  community  during  a  given  time,  is  by 
taking  the  number  of  deaths  reported  as  due  to  that  disease,  and  multiply- 
ing this  by  the  ratio  of  deaths  to  cases,  a  ratio  obtained  from  hospital 
and  other  medical  records,  being  what  is  called  the  "  case  mortality." 
This  method  contains  many  sources  of  error.  Many  forms  of  disease 
which  render  life  more  or  less  of  a  burden  seldom  or  never  appear  in 
the  registration  records  as  a  cause  of  death ;  while  even  of  those  diseases 
which  are  reported  as  the  cause  of  a  considerable  proportion  of  deaths, 
it  is  usually  impossible  to  establish  any  definite  and  certain  relation 
between  the  number  of  cases  of  the  disease  and  the  number  of  deaths 
reported  even  for  the  acute  specific  diseases,  such  as  scarlet  fever, 
measles,  yellow  fever,  etc.  The  mortality  varies  greatly  in  different 
epidemics,  such  variations  appearing  to  depend  pai'tly  upon  particular 
conditions  of  the  specific  micro-organisms  to  which  such  diseases  are 
generally  attributed,  and  partly  upon  particular  conditions  of  the  people, 
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and  the  environment  as  to  race,  density  of  pojnilation,  temperature, 
moisture,  etc.  For  example,  in  1867  yellow  fever  entered  the  United 
States  by  two  distinct  routes — one  from  Vera  Cruz,  and  the  other  direct 
from  Havana.  At  that  time  the  United  States  had  troops  along  the 
southern  border  of  the  country,  and  hence  we  have  a  series  of  returns 
showing  both  the  number  of  deaths  and  the  cases  of  sickness  from  this 
disease  in  a  given  population.  Now  in  those  places  where  the  disease 
was  of  Mexican  origin,  the  cases  were  more  fatal  than  in  those  where  it 
was  of  Cuban  origin;  the  rutio  of  deaths  being  400  per  1000  cases  for 
the  first  of  those  groups,  and  284  for  the  second.  ^ 

The  statistics  of  diseases  with  i-eference  to  their  etiology,  using  this 
term  in  its  widest  sense,  have  attracted  much  attention  within  the  last 
fifty  years,  but  the  data  have  been  derived  mainly  from  mortality 
statistics.  The  immediate,  or  so-called  efficient  causes  of  disease  are 
physical  or  chemical  agents,  micro-organisms,  or  sensory  impressions 
leading  to  disordered  brain  action  ;  but  these  agencies  produce  different 
effects  in  different  persons.  The  same  exposure  to  cold  may  give  rise  in 
one  man  to  coryza,  in  another  to  pneumonia,  in  a  third  to  rheumatism, 
in  a  fourth  to  diarrhoea,  and  in  fifty  others  to  no  apparent  disturbance 
whatever.  The  hsematozoon  of  malaria,  the  bacillus  of  tubercle,  or  the 
bacillus  lanceolatus,  produce  their  specific  effects  in  some  people  but  not 
in  others. 

If  the  axiom  that  "like  causes,  under  like  circumstances,  produce 
like  effects  "  be  as  true  for  the  living  human  Ijody  and  all  its  parts 
as  it  is  for  a  laboratory  experiment  in  chemistry  or  physics,  it  follows 
that  the  different  results  as  to  production  of  disease  brought  about  by 
the  same  immediate  cause  must  be  due  to  differences  in  the  circumstances 
— that  is,  to  differences  in  structure  and  function  of  the  human  beings 
upon  which  they  act. 

These  differences  may  be  inherited  and  innate,  or  connate  without 
being  inherited,  or  acquired  after  birth  ;  and  are  indicated  by  such  words 
as  temperament,  diathesis,  idiosyncrasy,  immunity,  acclimatisation,  etc. 
That  such  differences  exist  is  well  known  to  every  physician,  and  he 
takes  them  into  account  in  diagnosis,  prognosis,  and  in  hygienic  and 
therapeutic  advice.  He  knows,  for  example,  that  delirium  in  specific 
fevers  has  a  very  different  significance  in  certain  families  from  that 
which  it  has  in  others ;  that  malaria  and  chorea  affect  the  white  more 
than  the  black  or  yellow  races  ;  but  as  yet  we  have  little  definite  scientific 
information  as  to  the  relative  effect  and  importance  of  such  circumstances 
upon  liability  to,  or  effects  of  different  forms  of  disease.  Such  informa- 
tion can  only  be  obtained  by  comparing  a  large  numl)er  of  cases  by 
statistical  methods  to  see  if  any  general  laws  can  be  deduced  therefrom, 
and  then  studying  individual  cases  or  groups  of  cases  Avhich  form  an 
exception  to  these  laws. 

The  influence  of  age  upon  mortality  is  well  known,  and,  through  the 

^  War  Department,  Surc/eon-GeneraV s  Office,  Circular  No.  1,  p.  xviii. 
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labours  of  W.  Farr  and  other  vital  statisticians,  it  can  now  be  expressed 
in  mathematical  terms,  not  for  any  single  individual  but  for  the  aver- 
age of  a  large  number  of  people,  by  means  of  life  tables.  It  may  be 
summed  up  in  the  law  of  Gompertz,  as  modified  l)y  Makeham,  namely, 
that  after  the  age  of  puberty  the  vital  power  of  the  organism,  or  the 
sum  of  its  powers  to  resist  death,  diminishes  by  a  series  consisting  of  the 
sum  of  two  terms,  one  of  which  is  a  constant  quantity,  while  the  other 
increases  in  geometrical  progression. 

It  is  evident  that  the  same  law  must  apply  to  a  considerable  extent 
to  sickness,  and  we  have  shown  above  that  sickness  rates  vary  with  age 
very  much  as  mortality  rates  do.  The  dominating  influence  of  age 
upon  sickness  and  mortality  is  usually  not  sufficiently  appreciated  by 
medical  men  who  prepare  and  publish  statistical  records  of  hospitals  or 
dispensaries.  It  is  hardly  possible  to  draw  useful  conclusions  as  to  the 
mortality  of  most  of  the  diseases  of  adult  life,  unless  the  cases  and  their 
results  are  given  by  age  groupings. 

The  following  table,  compiled  from  the  records  of  eighteen  hospitals 
for  the  last  fifteen  years,  indicates  the  differences  in  the  fatality  of 
certain  diseases  in  patients  of  different  ages  : — 
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This  table  includes  32,185  cases  of  pneumonia  with  an  average  or 
gi-oss  death-rate  of  2 2 '2 5  per  cent.  It  shows,  however,  that  the  propor- 
tion of  deaths  steadily  increased  from  8 "2  per  cent  in  the  cases  between 
ten  and  twenty  years  of  age,  to  57  jDer  cent  in  the  cases  sixty  years  of 
age  and  upward ;  hence  the  giving  of  gross  death-rates  only  for  a  few 
dozen,  or  even  a  few  hundred  cases  of  pneumonia,  to  show  the  influence 
of  a  particular  mode  of  treatment,  is  almost  useless.  The  same  increase 
in  the  death-rate  with  increase  of  age  is  shown  in  typhoid  fever,  the 
gross  death-rate  for  the  10,638  cases  reported  being  19  per  cent  of  the 
cases,  varying  from  12-9  to  65-6  per  cent  in  different  age  groups.  In 
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consumption  also  the  hospital  death-rate  increases  with  advancing  age, 
but  not  to  such  a  marked  extent ;  while  in  diphtheria  it  rapidly  falls  after 
ten  years  of  age.  But  the  hospital  death-rate  in  consumption  given 
above  is  misleading,  since  the  figures  are  taken  from  annual  reports,  and 
the  same  cases  are  reported  two  or  three  times.  The  hospital  death-rate 
for  116,673  cases  of  consumption  was  443'4  per  1000,  which  signifies, 
not  that  the  death-rate  in  this  disease  is  a  little  over  44  pei-  cent  of  the 
cases,  but  that  the  average  duration  of  the  disease  is  a  little  over  two 
years,  the  true  death-rate  being  about  90  per  cent. 

The  fatality  of  different  diseases  will,  of  course,  be  indicated  in  the 
special  articles  treating  of  them,  but  the  following  are  the  death-rates  of 
a  few  as  indicated  by  hospital  records — age  not  being  stated : — 


Disease. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Rate  per 
1000. 

Pneumonia  ..... 

36,273 

9438 

260-1 

Typhoid  fever  .... 

37,986 

5657 

148-9 

Diphtheria  .       .       .  _  . 

7,090 

2526 

356-2 

Scarlet  fever  .... 

5,757 

737 

128-0 

Acute  pleurisy  .... 

20,871 

2229 

106-7 

Acute  bronchitis  .... 

30,408 

913 

30-0 

Acute  nephritis  .... 

2,207 

562 

254-6 

The  following  table  shows  the  case  mortality  of  certain  diseases  as 
shown  by  the  Norwegian  reports  for  the  four  years  1888-1891  inclusive  : — 


Diseases. 

Cases 
treated. 

Deaths. 

Deaths  in  1000 
Cases  treated. 

Meningitis  simplex  (leptomeningitis 

cerebralis  acuta)  .... 

1,311 

1,015 

774-2 

Cancer  ...... 

7,082 

4,641 

655-3 

Croup  

1,646 

961 

583-8 

Phthisis  pulmonalis 

26,374 

11,844 

449-1 

Cerebro-spinal  meningitis 

170 

58 

341-2 

Puerperal  fever  .... 
Bright's  disease  .... 

2,034 

621 

305-3 

7,070 

1,840 

260-3 

Diphtheria  ..... 

30,473 

7,010 

230-0 

Pneumonia  ..... 

46,085 

6,873 

149-1 

Typhoid  fever .  ... 

7,467 

755 

101-1 

Scarlet  fever  ..... 

24,657 

1,547 

62-7 

Dysenterjr  ..... 

1,013 

59 

58-2 

Whooping-cough  .... 

27,914 

1,327 

47-5 

Pleurisy  ...... 

11,659 

388 

33-3 

Measles  ...... 

36,149 

1,169 

32-3 

Acute  diarrhcea  and  Cholera  nostras 

101,491 

3,212 

31-6 

Rheumatic  fever  .... 

13,654 

250 

18-3 

Acute  catarrh  and  bronchitis  . 

227,466 

3,493 

15-3 

Influenza  ..... 

93,149 

794 

8-5 

Mumps  ...... 

6,087 

2 

0-3 

Let  us  noM^  compare  the  number  of  deaths  from  certain  diseases  with 
the  number  of  population  in  which  they  occurred,  that  is,  the  death-rates 
of  the  vital  statistician. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  average  annual  death-rates  from  each 
of  certain  causes  per  10,000  living  population,  during  a  period  of  about 
ten  years  in  difterent  countries  : — 
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In  dealing  with  medical  statistics  we  usually  have  no  data  as  to 
population,  and  the  best  rates  we  can  obtain  to  show  the  relative  pre- 
valence of  a  given  disease  in  different  localities,  or  in  the  same  locality 
at  different  times,  are  rates  per  1000  deaths  from  known  causes. 

The  following  table  shows  these  rates  for  the  countries  and  periods 
given  in  the  preceding  table  :■ — 


Death-rates  per  lOOO  Deaths  from  all  causes. 
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It  is  important  to  remember  that  a  table  like  this  does  not  give  true 
mortality  rates,  and  that  the  rates  given  by  it  for  any  given  disease  are 
affected  not  only  by  the  actual  prevalence  of  that  disease,  but  of  other 
causes  of  death,  so  that  very  "erroneous  conclusions  may  easily  be  drawn 
from  them ;  nevertheless,  they  are  often  the  only  rates  available,  and  if 
the  gross  death-rates  of  the  different  localities  are  about  the  same,  or  if 
it  is  possible  to  estimate  their  difference,  some  useful  conclusion  may 
be  drawn  from  a  table  of  this  kind.  For  example,  each  of  these  tables 
indicates  that  a  typhoid  fever  caused  a  little  more  than  twice  as  great 
a  mortality  in  Massachusetts  as  it  did  in  England  ;  and  that  diphtheria 
caused  about  four  times  as  great  a  mortality  in  Massachusetts  as  in 
England.  Where  the  average  annual  death-rate  is  about  twenty  per 
1000,  the  number  of  deaths  due  to  a  special  disease  per  1000  cleaths 
from  all  causes  should  be  about  five  times  the  number  of  deaths  from  that 
disease  per  1000  of  population,  if  the  population  has  the  usual  propor- 
tions of  sex  and  age  ;  but  this  ratio  is  not  ajjplicable  in  most  cases,  because 
an  epidemic  of  any  particular  disease  changes  the  proportion  of  deaths  from 
any  other  disease  per  1000  deaths  from  all  causes,  while  the  number  of 
deaths  from  that  other  disease  may  have  remained  the  same  per  1000  of 
j)opulation;  and  the  proportion  of  children  in  a  locality  will  greatly  influence 
the  death-rate  from  diphtheria  and  scarlet  fever,  just  as  the  proportion  of 
old  jDeople  will  influence  the  death-rates  from  pneumonia  and  cancer. 

Next  to  age  in  the  importance  of  its  influence  upon  disease  is 
heredity.  At  present  almost  the  only  data  we  have  on  this  subject 
relate  to  race  differences ;  l)ut  there  are  equal,  and  probably  greater 
differences  in  families  of  the  same  race,  recorded  only  in  a  vague  way  in 
the  memories  of  old  family  jjractitioners. 

Professor  Allbutt  has  pointed  out  that  studies  of  hereditary  disease 
have  been  limited  mainly  to  observations  of  one  particular  form  of  disease 
in  a  given  family,  while  for  scientific  purposes  what  is  wanted  is  a  record 
of  all  the  diseases,  fatal  and  non-fatal,  which  have  occurred  in  a  given 
family  (Brit.  Med.  Jour.  1888,  11,  287).  A  begiiming  of  such  records 
has  been  made  in  the  study  of  insanity  and  its  relations  to  chorea,  neur- 
algia, epilejjsy,  etc.  ;  but  they  are  never  complete  ;  and  it  would  require  the 
records  of  several  generations  in  each  of  many  families  to  furnish  statistical 
data  sufficient  to  determine  the  relationships  of  diseases  which  are  sup- 
posed to  be  connected  with  what  are  called  gout  and  iheumatism. 

Ceitain  portions  of  the  United  States  present  specially  favourable  con- 
ditions for  the  study  of  race  influences  upon  disease  and  mortality,  because 
diff'ei'ent  races  may  be  found  there  under  nearly  the  same  conditions  as 
to  climate,  food,  occupation,  etc.,  which  is  not  the  case  if  Ave  attempt  to 
use  data  derived  from  countries  inhabited  mainly  each  by  a  different  race. 

The  following  table  shows  for  New  York  City  the  death-rates  per 
1000  of  the  white  population  during  the  year  ending  31st  May  1890, 
with  distinction  of  birthplaces  of  mothers  and  of  eight  groups  of  ages. 
(The  birthplace  of  the  mother  is  the  best  means  at  our  command  for 
indicating  the  probable  race  in  this  case)  : — 
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Birthplace  of  Mother. 

United  States  (white)  . 
England  and  A¥ales  . 
Ireland  .... 
Scotland  .... 
France  .... 
Germany  .... 
Russia  and  Poland 
Canada  .... 
Scandinavia 

Hungary  .... 
Bohemia  .... 
Italy  ..... 
Other  foreign  countries 
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It  will  be  seen  from  this  table  that  the  death-rate  of  those  whose 
mothers  were  born  in  Russia  and  Poland  was  very  low  between  the  ages 
of  fifteen  and  forty-five,  and  that  at  other  groups  of  ages  it  was  also 
lower  than  that  of  any  other  race.  These  people  were  neai-ly  all  Jews, 
and  were  80,235  in  number.  The  death-rate  of  the  offspring  of  Irish 
mothers  was  high,  much  higher  than  that  of  the  Germans,  and  as  there 
were  about  400,000  of  each  of  these  races,  the  comparison  is  a  fair  one. 

The  Jewish  population  was  poor,  crowded  in  tenement  houses.  The 
interesting  point  to  the  medical  statistician  is.  What  were  the  forms 
of  disease  to  which  the  marked  differences  in  the  death-rates  of  these 
races  were  due  1  To  answer  this  in  part,  we  will  take  the  statistics 
of  deaths  for  the  six  years  ending  31st  May  1890  for  the  Irish,  the 
Germans,  the  Russian  and  Polish  Jews,  the  American  white  ofispring  of 
American  mothers,  and  the  coloured  in  New  York  City.  The  average 
annual  death-rate  from  consumption  per  100,000  of  population  was — 
for  the  Irish,  645'73;  for  the  coloured,  531  "35;  for  the  Germans, 
328'80  ;  for  the  American  whites,  205-14;  and  for  the  Russian  Polish 
Jews,  76 '72.  The  average  annual  death-rate  from  pneumonia  per 
100,000  of  population  was — for  the  Irish,  343'99  ;  for  the  coloured, 
389"50;  for  the  American  whites,  272'87  ;  for  the  Germans,  214'12  ; 
and  for  the  Russian  and  Polish  Jews,  170'17. 

It  seems  probable  that  members  of  the  Jewish  race  possess  a  dis- 
tinctly higher  degree  of  immunity  against  the  bacillus  of  tuberculosis  and 
the  micrococcus  of  pneumonia  as  compared  with  the  other  races  above 
mentioned  ;  and  that  on  the  other  hand  the  Irish  and  the  American 
negro  are  specially  susceptilile  to  the  effects  of  these  micro-organisms. 

Professor  Stokvis  has  pointed  out  that  in  all  colonial  armies  in 
warm  climates  the  death-rate  from  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs  is 
more  than  twice  as  great  among  the  native  troops  as  it  is  among  the 
European  ("  On  the  Comparative  Pathology  of  Human  Races,"  etc., 
Praditiunn,  Lond.  xlvi.  1891,  p.  233),  while  hepatitis  is  decidedly  more 
fatal  in  the  European  than  in  the  native. 

In  the  Dutch  East  Indian  colonies  the  natives  are  decidedly  more 
liable  to  beriberi  than  the  Europeans ;  but  the  comparative  immunity  of 
the  latter  against  this  disease  appears  to  be  decreasing  in  recent  years. 
Even  when  we  have  the  means  of  comparing  the  death-rates  of  different 
races  in  the  same  locality  it  is  usually  impossible  to  say  how  far  the 
differences  in  these  death-rates  depend  upon  inherited  peculiarities  of 
physical  structure,  and  how  far  they  are  due  to  the  poverty,  uncleanli- 
ness,  and  habits  as  to  different  kinds  of  alcoholic  drinks  which  char- 
acterise the  great  mass  of  the  population  of  certain  races. 

John  S.  Billings. 
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Our  knowledge  on  this  fsiibject  is  scanty  and  far  from  clear ;  and  the 
little  we  believed  ourselves  to  possess  has  been  disturbed  by  recent 
changes  in  pathological  theory.  Divers  diseases  formerly  supposed  to  be 
the  outcome  of  constitutional  and  hereditary  proclivity  are  now  believed 
to  be  the  results  of  infection ;  and  the  remoter  causes  are  apt  to  be 
neglected  in  the  consideration  of  fstiology. 

That  many  pathological  processes  are  known  to  be  common  to  man- 
kind and  to  other  mammalia,  or  even  to  animals  further  removed  from 
us,  while  others  are  reasonably  suspected  to  be  so,  makes  it  a  prmi 
improbable  that  any  great  differences  should  subsist  in  the  distribution 
of  diseases  among  different  races  of  men.  On  the  other  hand,  though 
men  and  women  respectively  can  hardly  be  said  to  have  any  peculiar  and 
exclusive  diseases  (except  in  so  far  as  this  results  from  the  differences  in 
their  sexual  organs),  yet  we  see  that  their  respective  liability  to  some  at 
least  of  these  diseases  varies.  A  curious  instance  of  this  is  afforded  by 
cretinism  and  goitre  :  goitre  being  much  more  common  in  women  than  in 
men,  while  cretinism  is  pretty  evenly  distributed — if  anything  there  is 
a  preponderance  of  male  cretins. 

The  most  conspicuous  difference  in  the  external  aspect  of  men  and  of 
races  of  men  is  in  "colour ;  and  here  comparative  pathology  would  lead 
one  to  look  for  some  corresponding  differences  in  susceptibility  to  disease, 
for  the  experience  of  horse-breeders  and  veterinarians  is  pretty  clearly 
expressed  on  this  point.  Thus  Youatt  says  that  the  dark  chestnut,  as  a 
rule,  yields  to  no  other  colour  in  any  quality ;  but  that  the  light  chest- 
nut, which  appears  to  be  the  analogue  of  the  sanguine-blond  man,  is 
spirited,  but  irritable  and  delicate  in  constitution.  Black  horses,  again, 
number  among  them  some  of  the  very  finest  of  their  species  ;  but  many 
of  them  are  heavy  and  dull  in  temperament,  and  there  is  an  idea  afloat 
that  they  are  particularly  liable  to  malignant  disease.  Here  we  may  be 
led  to  think  of  the  choleric  and  the  melancholic  temperaments.  Among 
breeds  of  sheep,  the  blackfaced  have  the  reputation  of  being  hardier  than 
the  whitefaced.  Certain  black  pigs,  according  to  Darwin,  can  eat  with 
impunity  what  would  be  jDoisonous  to  Avhite  ones  on  the  same  pasture ; 
and  like  differences  are  seen  in  black  and  white  rats.  On  the  whole, 
however,  the  deposition  of  pigment  in  the  skin  and  hair  of  mammals 
would  seem  to  be  the  result  of  processes  which  connote  or  accompany 
health  and  vigour  rather  than  the  opposite. 

The  statistics  of  morbidity  and  mortality,  which  alone  could  yield 
a  sound  foundation  for  generalisations  on  this  subject,  are  unfortunately 
imperfect,  or  altogether  wanting,  in  the  regions  where  the  material  would 
be  most  valuable — those  regions,  namely,  where  nations  of  different 
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colours  and  constitutions  of  body  live  side  by  side  under  comparable  con- 
ditions. In  fact,  we  have  hardly  any  trustworthy  statistics,  except  from 
the  most  civilised  of  the  countries,  whose  populations  are  compounded 
from  more  or  less  distinct  divisions  of  the  human  race  [vide  Dr.  Billings' 
art.  on  "  Med.  Statistics  "]. 

Much  information,  more  or  less  trustworthy,  as  to  the  distribution  of 
disease  among  different  races,  may  be  gleaned  from  Hirsch,  Lombard, 
Boudin,  Oesterlen,  Bordier,  etc.;  but  even  where  the  facts  can  be  relied  on, 
they  are  generally  capable  of  interpretations  that  make  them  of  little  value 
for  our  purpose.  Thus,  when  we  learn  that  aneurysm  is  four  times  more 
common  in  San  Francisco  among  foreigners  than  among  native  Ameri- 
cans, we  must  remember  that  a  far  larger  proportion  of  the  foreigners 
are  males  in  the  prime  of  life,  and  that  most  of  the  hard  bodily  labour  is 
performed  by  foreigners. 

Negroes  are  said  to  be  exempt,  or  nearly  so,  from  piles  and  from  vari- 
cose veins,  and  the  cause  assigned  is  the  greater  strength,  in  them,  of  the 
walls  of  the  blood-vessels.  Apoplexy,  on  the  other  hand  (using  the  word 
in  the  ordinary  sense),  appears  to  have  no  racial  preferences.  Thus,  in 
New  Orleans  negroes  and  whites  are  said  to  die  of  apoplexy  in  the  pro- 
portions respectively  of  103  and  91.  Within  Europe — England,  Scot- 
land, Prussia  and  Italy  yield  almost  exactly  the  same  figures  for  death  by 
apoplexy:  in  all  of  them  these  vary  between  10  and  11  per  10,000 
living;  Switzerland  and  Holland  yield  8'5  and  7'9,  but  Ireland  only 
5-9.  The  deaths  from  brain  disease  of  all  kinds,  as  returned,  are  singu- 
larly few  in  the  insular  parts  of  Scotland  and  in  the  Highlands,  where 
the  inhabitants  are  in  blood  very  near  akin  to  the  Irish,  so  that  here  one 
might  have  supposed  one  had  lighted  on  a  real  case  of  hereditary  exemp- 
tion, or  at  least  favourable  hereditary  constitution ;  but  the  fact  that 
Shetland,  where  the  race  is  Norse,  returns  fewer  deaths  from  brain 
disease  than  even  the  Highlands  and  the  other  islands,  is  sufficient  to 
negative  the  idea  that  the  Gaelic  race  has  any  such  special  immunity. 
The  rate  of  mortality  from  this  class  of  diseases  is  certainly  lower  in 
quiet  rural  districts  than  amid  the  hurry  and  worry  or  excesses  of  towns, 
and  this  may  account  for  some  degree  of  the  apparent  immunity ;  the 
remainder  must  be  attributed  to  the  tendency  to  set  down  all  cases  of 
death  in  advanced  life  to  simple  "old  age."  In  Shetland  and  the 
Hebrides  about  25  per  cent  of  the  deaths  are  thus  certified. 

In  cancer,  again,  the  enormous  differences  in  mortality  reports  are 
doubtless  largely  due  to  the  non-recognition  of  internal  growths.  But 
the  differences  reported  to  exist  in  divers  registration  districts  in  England 
seem  too  great  to  be  wholly  due  to  this  cause,  and  the  extreme  varia- 
tions in  both  directions  are  by  no  means  such  as  would  have  been 
expected  on  such  a  hypothesis.  For  example,  rural  districts  in  general 
seem  to  suffer  quite  as  much  as  cities,  and  ancient  cities  more  than  great 
centres  of  industry,  even  allowing  for  the  difference  of  constitution  of  the 
population  in  respect  of  age  [lide  Mr.  Haviland's  art.  on  "  Med.  Geography 
of  Great  Britain  "]. 
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There  is  some  little  ground  for  considering  cancer  to  be  a  disease  of 
civilisation,  or  of  civilised  communities  and  races,  though  here  of  course 
the  question  of  failure  in  diagnosis  comes  in  with  double  force.  The 
most  formidable  death-rates  that  we  have,  such  as  990  per  million  living 
in  Drontheim  and  930  in  Lombardy,  come  from  highly -civilised  com- 
munities. Cancer  is  said  to  be  rife  in  China,  but  rare  in  Egypt,  the 
scene  of  a  yet  older  civilisation.  It  is  thought  to  be  uncommon  in  the 
negro  race  generally,  whereas  we  have  seen  that  it  is  prevalent  in 
Norway,  among  one  of  the  blondest  populations  in  the  world.  The 
asserted  rarity  in  Iceland  may  perhaps  be  remanded  for  further  evidence ; 
could  it  be  proved,  it  would  be  of  great  importance,  the  Norwegians 
and  Icelanders  being  of  the  same  race.  That  the  disease  is  strongly 
hereditary  scarcely  any  one  doubts  ;  and  I  shall  presently  submit  some 
evidence  to  show  that  in  Britain  it  is  especiallj'^  common  among  people  of 
dark  complexion. 

Gout  is  another  strongly  hereditary  disease,  common  in  certain  races 
and  communities,  but  very  rare,  perhaps  non-existent,  in  others.  Roughly 
speaking,  it  is  a  disease  of  the  ruling  races  and  the  higher  classes ;  of  the 
civilised  man,  not  of  the  savage ;  of  the  white  man,  not  of  the  negro  ;  of 
cold  and  temperate  rather  than  of  hot  climates.  Probably  there  exist 
large  communities  of  men  among  whom  it  never  occurs  ;  but,  given  some 
of  the  requisite  exciting  causes,  habitual  but  not  extreme  excess  in 
eating  and  drinking,  disproportionate  use  of  the  brain  as  compared  with 
the  muscles,  consumption  of  certain  kinds  of  drinking-water,  etc.,  it  could 
doubtless  be  produced  in  any  race  and  in  almost  any  climate.  Negroes, 
as  I  have  said,  are  generally  free  ;  but  Lobengula,  the  famous  king  of  the 
Matabele,  drank  much  beer,  and  suffered  severely.  The  reported  dis- 
tribution of  the  disease  is  very  instructive.  Thus,  in  India,  it  is  said, 
the  Hindus  scarcely  ever  suffer  ;  the  Mussulmans,  freer  in  diet,  sometimes. 
Gout  occurs  in  China,  where  the  mandarin  class  unite  most  of  the 
requisite  factors.  In  Madagascar,  the  comparatively  clever  and  light- 
complexioned  ruling  race,  the  Hovas,  suffer  from  it ;  the  subject  negroes 
are  not  known  to  be  attacked.  In  the  United  States  of  America  it 
occurs  in  the  cities,  but  is  little  known  elsewhere  ;  the  American  farmer 
is  active  and  temperate. 

The  registered  death-rate  from  gout  in  England  is  about  25  per 
million  living,  in  Scotland  it  is  4'3  per  million,  in  Queensland,  where 
much  more  fresh  meat  is  eaten  than  in  England,  about  5.  The  chief 
missing  factor  is  probably  beer ;  but  at  least  we  are  justified  in  saying 
that  in  these  cases  differences  of  regimen  and  climate  reduce  the 
mortality  in  the  same  race  to  about  one-fifth. 

Still,  it  must  be  acknowledged  that  the  distribution  of  gout  has  a 
racial  aspect.  In  France,  according  to  Hirsch,  Lorraine,  Normandy 
and  Lyons  are  said  to  be  its  chief  pasture-grounds  :  others  add  Bur- 
gundy and  blame  the  wine.  The  natives  of  all  these  districts  have  more 
or  less  of  the  Germanic  element  in  them.  In  Spain,  the  least  Iberian  of 
Spaniards,  the  Asturians,  are  the  most  gouty.    The  Belgians,  the  Dutch, 
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the  Danes,  the  Northern  Germans,  the  Upper  Austrians,  and,  in  Eussia, 
the  upper  classes  of  St  Petersburg  and  the  Baltic  provinces  (Germans 
again)  are  all  said  to  suffer  from  it.  If  there  be  one  thing  which 
all  these  people  have  in  common,  it  is  that  fondness  for  heavy  feeding 
which  has  been  a  characteristic  of  our  own  most  gouty  nation  from 
time  immemorial,  and  belongs  particularly  to  the  ti'ue  Saxon  -  English 
type. 

Phthisis  has  always  been  a  sort  of  battle-ground  for  the  believers  in 
infection,  and  the  believers  in  hereditary  transmission  and  the  suscepti- 
bility of  particular  types.  Until  quite  recently,  though  the  former 
opinion  ruled  in  Southern  Europe,  the  latter  was  almost  universally  held 
in  England.  And  though  even  now  clinical  and  practical  experience 
point  in  the  same  direction  as  formerly,  the  general  and  geographi- 
cal history  of  the  disease  seem  to  support  the  infective  theory.  The 
effects  of  local  conditions  of  soil  and  climate,  though  undoubtedly  very 
powerful,  are  not  always  distinct,  and  may  be  used  in  support  of  either 
theory. 

The  local  statistics  of  phthisis  are  of  very  great  interest,  and  could 
not,  of  course,  be  dealt  with  satisfactorily  within  the  compass  of  this 
essay.  Some  of  them  seem  to  point  to  the  applicability  to  phthisis  of 
the  "  virgin  soil "  doctrine,  which  at  first  sight  seems  incompatible  with 
that  of  the  importance  of  heredity. 

Among  the  more  important  points  which  may  be  taken  as  estab- 
lished are — 

1.  The  extreme  rarity  of  phthisis  at  very  high  elevations. 

2.  Its  rarity  in  high  latitudes  :  for  example,  in  Iceland. 

3.  That  some  of  Mr.  Haviland's  conclusions  as  to  local  mortality  are 
correct — for  example,  that  damp  clayey  soil  coincides  with  a  high 
phthisical  death-rate ;  ^  and  that  the  warm,  fertile,  ferruginous-red-sand- 
stone tracts  of  country  are  most  remarkable  for  low  death-rates;  "a 
sheltered  position  and  a  warm,  fertile  soil,  well  drained,  being  coincident, 
as  a  rule,  throughout  England  and  Wales,  with  a  low  mortality  from 
phthisis." 

4.  That,  among  bodily  characters,  tall  stature  is  the  most  distinctly 
unfavourable. 

The  following  opinions  may  be  put  forward  more  doubtfully  : — 

1.  That  though  local  situation,  varieties  of  social  habit,  occupation, 
and  the  like,  overbear  and  obscure  in  Britain  anything  like  racial  tend- 
ency, it  would  appear  that  the  Gaelic  and  Kymric  or  Ibero-Keltic  stocks 
are,  cceteris  paribus,  rather  more  subject  to  phthisis  than  the  Saxon  and 
Scandinavian.  (The  principal  objection  to  this  statement  is  furnished  by 
the  very  unfavourable  position  of  Suffolk,  one  of  the  most  purely 
Anglian  counties.) 

2.  That  the  tropical  negro  is  particularly  subject  to  phthisis,  at  least 
when  removed  from  his  own  country.  The  Melanesians,  or  Oriental  or 
Pacific  negroes  may  be  here  included  ;  these  are  the  people,  incorrectly 

'  Bowditch  and  Buchanan. 
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called  Polynesians,  who  work  in  the  Australian  sugar-fields,  and  though 
well  fed  and  fairly  lodged,  die  of  consumption  in  very  large  proportions — 

Phthisical  Death-rate  in  Queensland,  1890  and  1891. 

" Polynesians"  per  1000  living     .  .  .  16-76 

Chinese    .  .  .  .  .  .  1"17 

Europeans  and  Colonials  ....  "981 

It  is  needless  to  cite  statistics  of  the  decimation  of  the  true  African 
negro  in  other  climates  than  his  own.  In  some  cases  the  figures  are 
even  more  appalling  than  those  I  have  quoted  from  Queensland  ;  and  in 
some  of  the  countries  into  which  negroes  have  been  introduced  they 
seem  to  melt  away  chiefly  from  this  cause.  The  most  remarkable 
exception  to  the  rule  is  that  furnished  by  the  southern  portion  of  the 
United  States  of  America.  Here,  though  within  the  temperate  zone,  a 
negro  peasantry  has  been  firmly  established,  thrives  and  multiplies.  It 
is  even  said  that  the  death-rate  from  phthisis  in  the  Southern  States 
generally  is  lower  among  the  blacks  than  the  whites.^  If  it  be  so  it  is 
because  the  former  are  the  peasantry,  and  a  fairly  well-fed  and  lodged 
peasantry,  with  a  wholesome  amount  of  bodily  labour ;  whereas  the 
whites  are  generally  inhabitants  of  towns  and  villages,  with  inferior 
conditions  of  life,  quoad  liability  to  phthisis. 

The  mortality  from  this  disease  waxes  and  wanes  in  different  countries 
in  a  manner  that  invites  speculation  on  the  causes  of  change.  England 
and  Holland  used  to  be  thought  its  special  seats.  But  now  for  a  con- 
siderable time  phthisis  has  appeared  to  be  on  the  wane  in  England,^  and 
the  death-roll  therefrom  in  the  cities  of  France  and  Germany  and  Northern 
Italy  has  been  growing  or  becoming  more  visibly  formidable.  It  has 
also  grown  in  Scotland  coincidently  with  the  growth  of  urban  popula- 
tion, and  with  what  has  been  regarded  as  improvement  in  the  dwellings 
of  the  rural  population.  In  North  Germany  the  western  provinces  yield 
heavier  rates  than  the  eastern ;  and  here  too,  though  some  might  rely 
upon  the  racial  difference  between  the  true  German  and  the  Slav,  I 
believe  the  real  difference  to  consist  in  a  rather  more  elaborate  civilisa- 
tion, which  brings  with  it  air-tight  houses  and  other  fair-seeming  but 
really  evil  conditions. 

Yellow  fever  is  one  of  the  most  selective  and  fastidious  of  diseases  ; 
almost  as  much  so  as  the  sweating  sickness  of  the  Middle  Ages,  which  on 
its  first  appearance  is  said  to  have  sought  out  the  well-to-do  and  lusty 
Englishman,  abroad  as  well  as  at  home,  and  let  the  starveling  and  the 
foreigner  go  scatheless.  In  New  Orleans,  for  example,  there  is  said  to 
be  a  regular  scale  of  exemption,  complete  in  the  case  of  the  full-blooded 

^  Blakeney,  Vital  Statistics  of  Queensland. 
-  But  see  article  "  Statistics." 

^  Partly,  no  doubt,  from  a  change  of  name,  but  not,  I  think,  wholly  so.  The  great  in- 
crease of  deaths  registered  under  bronchitis  and  pneumonia  has  been  at  other  ages  than  those 
at  which  phthisis  has  decreased. 
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negro,  less  in  the  mulatto  or  other  man  of  colour,  less  still  in  the 
dark-complexioned  creole  of  Spanish  or  French  descent ;  while  even  the 
Southern  European  suffers  less  than  the  Englishman,  and  the  Scandi- 
navian fares  worst  of  all.  This  sounds  a  little  too  artificial ;  but  all 
agree  that  the  dark  skin  connotes  a  kind  of  acclimatisation  to  the  scourge 
similar  to  that  which  long  residence  confers.  We  have  here,  per- 
haps, the  most  conspicuous  instance  of  race  peculiarity  in  disease,  the 
hereditary  anomalies  of  pigmentation  in  the  negro  being  clearly 
connected  with  his  exemption  from  a  disease  in  which  that  function  is 
much  implicated.  The  yellow  coloiir  of  the  fat  in  the  negro,  and  the 
comparative  whiteness  of  the  stools,  should  be  remembered  in  this  con- 
nection. 

Scarlatina  is  much  milder  and  less  formidable  in  Southern  than  in 
Northern  Europe.  More  than  one  reason  suggests  itself  for  this ; 
but  the  greater  frequency  of  enlarged  tonsils  in  the  lymphatic  tem- 
perament, which  is  so  common  in  North- Western  Europe,  supplies  one  of 
these. 

Small-pox  is  exceedingly  fatal  to  peoples  among  whom  it  is  intro- 
duced for  the  first  time.  No  doubt  this  is  partly  owing  to  terror  at  the 
appearance  of  a  new  and  dreadful  enemy,  and  to  ignorance  of  proper 
methods  of  treatment,  etc.  ;  but  we  can  hardly  doubt  that  it  is  also  con- 
nected with  the  fact  that  any  such  organism  flourishes  best  in  a  virgin 
soil.  The  frightful  amount  of  destruction  of  life  by  small-pox  among  the 
North  American  Indians,  especially  on  its  first  introduction,  can  hardly 
be  accounted  for  in  any  other  way.  Thus  the  Mandan  nation  was 
almost  destroyed ;  it  has  even  been  stated  that  in  their  principal 
village  only  forty  out  of  2000  survived  the  invasion  ;  but  it  has  never 
been  asserted,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  that  with  vaccination  and  proper  care 
the  Indians  suffer  more  from  small-pox  than  other  races.  To  show  that 
other  races  suffer  almost  equally  under  similar  conditions,  we  may  quote 
the  earliest  epidemic  of  small-pox  in  Iceland,  when  18,000  out  of  52,000 
were  said  to  have  perished.  Some  facts  of  this  sort  might  lead  one  to 
suspect  that  past  diseases  may  exercise  some  kind  of  protective  power 
against  others,  even  when  their  relation  is  much  more  distant  than  that 
of  vaccinia  to  variola.  Thus  we  hear  of  the  discovery  of  a  village 
church  in  Tellemarken  (Norway),  whose  very  existence  had  been  for- 
gotten, the  entire  population  of  its  remote  parish  having,  there  is  reason 
to  believe,  been  swept  off  by  the  black  death.  In  this  case,  probably, 
the  soil  was  virgin  to  many  other  diseases  besides  this  j^articular  pest : 
or  is  it  that  a  population  which  has  not  been  sifted  through  the  meshes 
of  other  zymotics  is  more  vulnerable  than  another,  though  apparently 
more  healthy  % 

Whether  the  virgin  soil  hypothesis  be  necessary  to  explain  the 
occasional  destructiveness  of  measles  may  be  doubted.  Though  on  its 
introduction  to  Fiji  it  killed  about  a  fourth  of  the  population,  it  is  said 
not  to  have  been  extraordinarily  severe  among  those  Fijians  who  were 
carefully  nursed  in  European  fashion,  and  protected  from  their  own 
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folly ;  the  mortality  has  been  quite  as  great  in  France  under  bad 
sanitary  conditions.  There  is  no  sufficient  reason  to  think  that  any  one 
race  is  more  liable  to  be  severely  handled  by  measles  than  another,  under 
equal  conditions.  Negroes  suffer  much  more  than  whites,  it  is  said,  in 
the  United  States  ;  but  the  difference  is  only  what  we  find  in  this  country 
between  the  upper  and  the  lower  classes.  Tetanus  and  trismus  neona- 
torum are  supposed  to  be  particularly  fatal  among  negroes  ;  but  here  again 
it  is  probably  the  habits  of  the  race  that  are  in  fault,  rather  than  any- 
thing in  its  physical  constitution.  One  can  hardly  imagine  any  resem- 
blance in  the  latter  respect  between  negroes  and  Icelanders  ;  yet  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Westmann  Islands,  off  the  coast  of  Iceland,  used  to 
lose  the  greater  part  of  their  infants  from  trismus,  until  they  were 
taught  by  Schleisner  to  reform  their  manner  of  treating  them  during 
the  first  few  days  of  life.  Hirsch  assigns  as  a  probable  cause  a  peculiar 
sensitiveness  of  the  negro  skin ;  but  the  suggestion  appears  to  me  un- 
warranted and  gratuitous. 

Chorea  is  said  to  be  unknown  in  China,  and  we  may  probably 
assume  with  safety  that  it  is  rare.  Whatever  its  relations  with  rheuma- 
tism, it  is  certainly  a  disease  of  the  nervous  temperament  especially. 
For  its  physical  type  see  further  on.  There  are  several  more  or  less 
obscure  diseases  to  which  negToes  seem  to  be  exclusively  or  particularly 
liable.  Of  these  is  the  sleeping-sickness,  described  in  this  work  by  Dr. 
Maiison.  The  mysterious  ainhum,  which  resembles  a  limited  leprosy,  is 
not  known  to  attack  other  races ;  but  yaws  certainly  does. 

Of  all  white  races,  the  Jews  are  the  most  likely  to  reward  a  careful 
study  of  special  morbid  tendencies ;  but  I  am  not  aware  that  this  has 
ever  been  thoroughly  carried  out.  They  are  known  to  have  a  lower 
death-rate,  wherever  it  has  been  tested,  than  the  Christian  populations 
among  whom  they  live;  but  this  may  be  due  simply  to  their  sober  habits 
and  carefulness  in  diet,  their  avoidance  of  violent  labour,  and  their  great 
care  of  their  children.  They  are  believed  to  suffer  much  from  diabetes, 
from  nervous  diseases,  and  from  psoriasis. 

If  we  now  I'egard  the  subject  from  a  geographical  point  of  view,  we 
shall  be  able  to  make  use  of  the  gigantic  series  of  anthrojiologico- 
medical  statistics  which  we  owe  to  Dr.  Baxter  and  to  the  American  civil 
war.  Perhaps  the  clearest  and  most  important  fact  that  comes  out  of  them 
is  the  inferiority  of  the  blond-complexioned  man  for  recruiting  purposes. 
Out  of  twenty-two  principal  classes  of  physical  defects,  twenty  of  which 
imply  disease  of  some  kind,  in  only  one,  chronic  rheumatism,  did  the 
dark-complexioned  recruits  yield  the  larger  percentage  of  rejections.  As 
De  CandoUe  says,  the  very  uniformity  of  the  thing  is  somewhat  sus- 
picious. He  suggests  that  it  may  be  largely  if  not  wholly  due  to  the 
inclusion  of  great  numbers  of  Germans,  the  German  emigrants  being  often 
of  inferior  physical  type.  Other  possible  sources  of  fallacy  suggest  them- 
selves to  me  ;  but  it  must  be  allowed  that  a  imma  fade  case  was  made 
out  against  the  blonds.  The  excess  of  blonds  was  most  marked  in  the 
rejections  for  phthisis,  and  for  diseases  of  the  circulatory  and  urinary 
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systems.  Dr.  Baxter  says  there  was  an  excess  of  dark  men  among  the 
few  rejections  which  took  place  on  account  of  certain  acute  diseases. 
To  this  point  we  will  return  presently. 

I  have  made  out  a  list  from  Baxter's  data,  showing  in  relative  order 
what  appeared  to  be  the  weakest  points  in  recruits  of  several  nation- 
alities and  races  : — 

1.  White  men  born  in  the  United  States  were  frequently  rejected  for 

diseases  of  the  digestive  and  lU'inary  systems,  for  Lad  teeth,  and  for 
phthisis. 

2.  American  Indians  for  nothing ;  they  were  the  soundest  of  all  the  nation- 

alities, as  well  as  the  tallest  and  largest  in  girth. 

3.  Negroes — For  urinary  diseases.    Also  very  healthy  ;  hut  were  prohahly 

picked  men. 

4.  British  Americans — For  nothing  specially  ;  generally  verj'  healthy. 

5.  Mexicans — Diseases  of  the  nervous  and  cutaneous  systems,  syphilis,  dis- 

eases of  the  locomotive  and  generative  systems,  and  local  injuries. 

6.  South  Americans — Syphilis  and  respiratory  disease. 

7.  West  Indians — Urinary  disease. 

8.  Englishmen — For  had  teeth,  and  for  affections  of  the  digestive  organs. 

9.  Scotland — Diseases  of  the  circulatory,  urinary  and  digestive  systems. 

10.  Ireland — Diseases  of  the  circulatory  system,  of  the  skin,  and  of  the 

digestive  system  ;  syphilis. 

11.  Wales — Phthisis,  and  diseases  of  the  urinary  and  locomotive  systems. 

12.  France — Diseases  of  the  skin  and  the  nervous  system  ;  bad  teeth. 

13.  Holland — Phthisis  ;  diseases  of  the  skin,   eye   and  ear,  and  of  the 

respiratory  and  locomotive  systems  ;  and  local  injuries. 

14.  Germany — Phthisis;  diseases  of  the  circulatory  and  locomotive  systems, 

of  the  ear,  and  of  the  digestive  system. 

15.  Sweden — No  morbid  peculiarity  ;  very  healthy. 

1 6.  Norway — Diseases  of  the  ear  and  of  the  locomotive  system. 

1 7.  Denmark — Diseases  of  the  eye. 

18.  Switzerland — Diseases  of  the  urinary  system  ;  defects  of  the  teeth,  of  the 

ear,  and  of  the  digestive  system. 

1 9.  Portugal — Hernia  ;  diseases  of  the  digestive  and  generative  systems. 

20.  Italy — Diseases  of  the  skin  and  of  the  generative  system  ;  sypbili.s. 

21.  Russia — Diseases  of  the  eye,  of  the  nervous,  circulatory  and  generative 

systems. 

22.  Hungary — Diseases  of  the  digestive  and  nervous  .systems,  of  the  ear,  of 

the  generative  and  respiratory  systems  ;  hernia  and  phthisis. 

23.  Poland — Diseases  of  the  eye,  and  of  the  circulatory  and  respiratory 

systems  ;  phthisis,  and  local  injuries. 

24.  Spain — Diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs ;  .syphilis,  hernia  ;  diseases  of 

the  generative  and  digestive  systems,  and  of  the  eye.  ^ 

This  list,  like  the  results  of  most  voluminous  collections  of  statistics, 
is  after  all  a  little  disappointing.    It  is  not  easy  to  draw  any  important 

^  The  numbers  examined  were  small  in  the  cases  of  the  Indians,  Mexicans,  South  Ameri- 
cans, Spaniards,  Portuguese,  Russians,  Hungarians,  and  Poles. 
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general  conclusions  from  it  except  perhaps  this,  that- the  native  and 
naturalised  races  of  North  America  stand  better  than  the  recently 
imported.  Thus  the  red-skins,  the  aborigines,  stand  best ;  and  nearly  as 
well  stand  the  West  Indians,  the  coloured  men  of  the  States,  and  the 
British  Americans — mostly,  I  suppose,  French  Canadians, — a  hardy, 
unsophisticated  peasantry,  largely  crossed  with  Indian  blood. 

Respiratory  disease  is  found  rife  among  Spaniards  and  South  Ameri- 
cans, but  not,  as  might  have  been  expected,  among  Mexicans,  West 
Indians  or  Portuguese.  The  numbers  were  perhaps  insufficient,  except 
in  the  case  of  the  West  Indians. 

Dr.  Baxter  makes  a  remark  on  a  certain  relation,  signs  of  which 
appear  in  some  of  his  tables,  though  not  in  my  abstract  of  them.  It  is  a 
sort  of  general  resemblance  in  the  nosology  of  the  British  races,  among 
whom,  I  think,  he  means  to  include  the  American  whites,  as  compared 
with  the  other  races  observed.  He  found  the  proportion  of  rejections 
to  increase  with  age  and  with  height.  To  some  small  extent  the  latter 
fact  was  due  to  the  former  one,  but  the  increase  of  phthisis  with  a 
stature  beyond  65  inches  was  far  too  great  to  be  accounted  for  in  that 
way.  The  same  may  be  affirmed  of  cardiac  disease  and  varix,  both  of 
which  appear  to  increase  rapidly  with  increase  of  stature.  Hernia, 
however,  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  Boudin,  does  so  very  little,  or  not  at 
all.  General  debility,  as  a  cause  of  exemption  from  service,  decidedly 
lessens  with  increase  of  stature. 

In  all  these  there  is  a  distinct,  though  not  very  great  excess  of  men 
of  light  complexion.  There  are,  however,  a  number  of  morbid  conditions 
entailing  rejections,  the  majority  of  the  sufferers  wherefrom  are  set  down 
as  dark,  though  none  of  these  are  of  great  importance  numerically.  Most 
notable  are  dropsy,  cancerous  and  other  tumours,  cataract,  certain  defects 
or  affections  of  the  nervous  system — as  imbecility,  neuralgia,  chorea — 
chronic  alcoholism,  chronic  pleurisy,  and  certain  affections  of  the  portal 
system,  as  liver  disease,  haemorrhoids  and  prolapsus.  It  may  be  noted 
that  most  of  these  are  precisely  the  vices  of  the  "melancholic  tem- 
perament." 

Next  in  value,  for  our  purposes,  to  the  great  American  statistics  are 
those  of  the  French  recruiting  service ;  not  so  much  for  their  intrinsic 
importance  as  for  the  light  thrown  upon  them  by  Boudin  and  Broca,  and 
by  the  investigations  of  Topinard  into  the  distribution  of  complexions, 
and  by  those  of  Collignon  into  that  of  head-form  in  that  country.  More- 
over, great  as  is  the  assimilative  power  of  the  French  nation,  its  principal 
anthropological  types — the  Kymric,  the  Keltic,  the  Mediterranean,  the 
Norman,  etc. — still  remain  tolerably  distinct. 

French  anthropologists  generally  take  the  view  that  the  Norman 
and  the  Kymric  types  are  but  varieties  of  one, — the  tall,  blond,  long- 
headed North  European  type  ;  and  that  this,  so  far  at  least  as  it  appears 
in  France,  is  characterised  not  only  by  these  three  qualities,  but  also  by 
tendency  to  chest  disease,  to  dental  caries,  to  varices,  and  to  some  other 
affections,  from  all  of  which  the  short,  thick-set,  dark,  round-headed  Kelt 
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of  the  central  provinces  is  comparatively  free.  The  southern  and  south- 
western portions  of  the  country  are  occupied  partly  by  the  last-mentioned 
race,  but  partly  by  short,  dark,  long-headed  people,  often  classed  together- 
for  convenience  as  the  Mediten-anean  or  Iberian  race ;  but  probably 
capable  of  analysis  into  more  than  one  type  or  stock,  not  to  speak  of 
various  admixtures  added  during  the  historic  period.  "We  should  there- 
fore have  in  the  French  recruiting  statistics  an  opportunity  almost 
unequalled  of  testing  the  comparative  morbidity  of  different  types  of 
man,  and  the  nature  of  hereditary  morbid  tendencies,  could  we  rely  on 
the  carefulness  of  the  medical  examination  of  recruits.  Unfortunately, 
however,  there  is  intrinsic  evidence  that,  during  the  period  for  which  we 
have  published  statistics,  this  used  to  be  by  no  means  sufficiently  careful 
and  systematic. 

For  example,  it  was  the  practice  usually  to  measure  the  conscripts, 
and  reject  those  under  size,  before  investigating  the  other  possible  dis- 
qualifications. Of  course  this  plan,  otherwise  unobjectionable,  had,  from 
the  medico-statistical  point  of  view,  the  disadvantage  that  the  infirmities 
of  the  under-sized  men  were  not  disclosed  or  tabulated,  and  that  those 
departments  which  yielded  a  large  proportion  of  small  men  did  not 
exhibit  in  the  reports  their  actual  proportion  of  myopia,  chest  disease, 
and  so  forth,  but  only  the  proportions  occurring  in  the  taller  men.  But 
sometimes  this  order  seems  to  have  been  reversed,  with  the  effect  of 
assigning  to  the  department  or  commune  under  examination  too  high  a 
stature,  but  its  full  proportion  of  infirmities.  These  things  must  be 
borne  in  mind  in  the  examination  of  the  table  which  I  have  constructed 
in  order  to  exhibit  the  relative  morbidities  of  several  groups  of  depart- 
ments, selected  on  anthropological  grounds.  The  column  headed  "  Do., 
probable,  corrected,"  is  the  result  of  an  attempt  to  neutralise  the  errors 
resulting  from  these  defects  of  method.  Though  conjectural,  I  have  no 
doubt  it  comes  much  nearer  to  the  truth  than  the  official  statement. 
Boudin's  book  was  published  when  France  had  eighty-six  departments ; 
she  subsequently  gained  three,  and  then  again  lost  other  three,  so  that 
the  number  is  once  more  eighty-six.  In  forming  my  table  I  have  always 
taken  the  several  departments  in  what  may  be  called  the  order  of  excel- 
lence ;  thus,  under  the  column  of  "  Dolichokephaly  "  No.  1  would  be  the 
department  with  mod  long-headed  men  ;  under  that  of  "  Mortality  "  No. 
1  would  be  the  depai  tment  with  the  lowest  death-i'ate.  No.  86  that  with 
the  highest ;  under  that  of  "  Myopia "  No.  1  would  be  the  department 
with  the  fewest  short-sighted  youths,  and  so  forth.  In  making  my 
groups  I  have  thrown  together  the  ordinal  figures  belonging  to  several 
departments,  and  set  down  the  average  in  the  table.  Thus,  in  the  case 
of  the  ten  departments  yielding  the  tallest  men  (or  rather  the  fewest 
under-sized  men),  I  set  down  5.  But  the  order  in  which  they  produce 
tall  men  is  slightly  different  from  that  in  which  they  are  free  from 
dwarfs,  so  that  the  average  position  of  these  same  ten,  in  that  column, 
comes  out  as  low  as  12. 

Bertillon's  order  of  mortality  also  requires  explanation.    Instead  of 
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assessing  the  mortality  simply  on  the  aggregate  population  of  all  ages, 
Bertillon  calculated  the  death-rate  for  each  of  twelve  age-periods  on  the 
population  living  at  such  ages  respectively,  and  averaged  the  several 
orders  thus  obtained  in  order  to  get  the  proper  rank  of  the  department. 
The  result  is  sometimes  a  startling  change  in  its  position.  Thus  the 
Seine-et-Marne  stands  fifty-fifth  on  the  ordinary  plan,  with  a  death-rate  of 
2  3 "5.  This  low  position  is  really  owing  to  the  great  number  of  children 
sent  out  from  Paris  to  be  nursed  in  this  neighbouring  department,  who 
sustain  a  frightful  mortality.  The  ultimate  rank  of  the  Seine-et-Marne, 
on  Bertillon's  plan,  would  be  the  twenty-third  ;  the  average  of  its  several 
ranks,  which  I  have  chosen  for  use  in  my  table,  being  29.  The  Seine-et- 
Oise  similarly  leaps  from  the  sixty-fifth  to  the  fortieth  place,  with  an 
average  rank  of  41.  Indre,  where  the  infant  mortality  is  low,  falls  from 
tenth  to  fiftieth,  Avith  average  49,  and  Creuse  from  sixth  to  fifty -first, 
with  50. 

The  table  (p.  32)  is  full  of  instruction,  and  yields,  on  examination,  some 
valuable  and  unexpected  results,  of  a  nature  not  directly  germane  to  our 
inquiries.  Thus,  the  very  pregnant  fact  comes  out  that  high  mortality 
and  military  inefficiency — or  unsound  health  from  the  recruiting-officer's 
point  of  view — stand  in  no  direct  relation  to  each  other  :  in  truth  the 
relation  is  very  frequently  inverse.  Thus,  of  all  my  fifteen  categories  the 
Breton  departments  stand  worst  in  regard  to  mortality,  but  best  by  far  in 
point  of  soundness ;  Avhile  the  ten  thinly-peopled  low-country  depart- 
ments have  the  worst  rate  of  exemption  for  unsoundness,  but,  with  one 
exception,  the  lowest  rate  of  mortality. 

The  most  promising  lines  of  investigation  for  us,  however,  are  those 
afforded  by  pulmonary  disease  (including  especially  phthisis),  by  mental 
derangement,  by  myopia,  and  by  defects  of  the  teeth. 

Of  these  the  first,  as  we  have  learned  already,  has  some  relation  to 
tall  stature,  and  this  law  is  borne  out  by  our  table,  wherein  the  depart- 
ments of  highest  stature  take  the  forty-eighth  rank,  but  those  of  lowest 
stature  the  thirty -fourth.  There  appears  no  evidence  that  colour,  juer  sf, 
has  anything  to  do  with  the  matter ;  the  comparatively  blond  Lor- 
rainers,  for  example,  standing  very  well  in  this  as  in  most  other  respects, 
and  the  dark  Provencals  very  badly.  The  great  towns  stand  ill,  of 
course ;  but  when  we  find  that  the  ten  departments  where  the  northern 
dolichokephalic  race  is  most  in  evidence,  and  the  five  of  Normandy,  and 
the  five  which  I  have  selected  as  best  exhibiting  the  combination  of  tall 
stature,  long  head,  and  blond  complexion,  ^  agree  in  yielding  a  high 
average  of  phthisical  recruits,  little  doubt  remains  on  my  mind  that  we 
have  to  do  with  an  affair  of  race  or  heredity.  This  is  in  some  degree 
confirmed  by  the  Belgian  statistics,  which  exhibit  the  Flemings  and  Bra- 
ban^ons  as  yielding  more  tall  recruits  and  more  cases  of  phthisis  than 
the  Walloons.-    Here,  as  in  other  parts  of  our  subject,  cause  and  effect 

Namely,  Pas  de  Calais,  Somme,  Aisne,  Oise,  aud  Calvados,  the  last  only  a  Norman  de- 
partment.   I  excluded  Nord  and  Seine  Inferieure  as  having  a  strongly  urban  character. 
-  See  Vanderkindere's  and  Hoiize's  papers  on  Belgian  Anthropology. 
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are  almost  inextricably  confounded ;  and,  in  order  to  understand  the 
problems,  the  local  history  and  conditions  must  be  studied.  Thus  in 
France — 

Of  10  brachykephalic  departments,  only  1  has  more  than  the  average 

density  of  population. 
Of  10  Northern  dolicliokephalic  departments,  10  have  more. 
Of   5  Norman  ,,  5  „ 

Of   4  Bi-eton  „  4  ,, 

Of  10  Most  blond  „  9  „ 

Of  10  Darkest  „  3 

Of  10  Southern  dolichokephalic  „  2  „ 

We  in  England,  with  our  almost  unchequered  experience  of  higher 
phthisical  death-rates  in  cities  than  in  rural  districts,  would  be  inclined 
to  say  at  once,  "  Here,  in  the  greater  density  of  population,  is  the  one 
and  sufficient  reason  for  the  greater  amount  of  phthisis  in  the  recruits 
from  Flanders  and  Picardy  and  Normandy  !  "  This  would  be  too  hasty 
a  conclusion.  In  France,  as  my  table  shows,  the  hard-wrought,  ill-fed 
peasantry  of  the  plains  suffer  much  from  phthisis  and  scrofula.  The 
peasantry  of  Limburg,  the  most  Germanic  province  of  Belgium,  and 
perhaps  the  most  rural  except  Luxemburg,  stand  about  the  worst  in 
this  respect.  On  the  other  hand,  Bretagne,  the  least  phthisical  part  of 
France,  has,  as  we  have  seen,  a  dense  population. 

The  fact  is  the  tall,  long-headed  blond  population  is  where  it 
is  by  reason  of  its  physical  and  moral  qualities ;  its  striving,  ambitious, 
masterful  character,  which  enabled  it  to  occupy  the  best  and  most  fertile 
parts  of  France,  leaving  the  hills  and  heaths  to  the  dark,  short-headed 
Kelts. 

Mental  alienation  has  not  the  same  distribution  as  phthisis  and 
pulmonary  disease,  which  seem  to  affect  the  dark  southern  or  Mediter- 
ranean race  as  much  as  the  fair  northern  one ;  sparing  only  the  sturdy, 
dark,  broad-headed  people  of  the  centre,  and  the  anomalous  Bretons.  The 
number  of  the  insane  seems  to  be  large  throughout  the  blond  area,  ^ 
where  it  is  probably  a  race-character ;  and  also,  of  course,  in  the  districts 
of  the  great  cities. 

It  has  been  affirmed  that  myopia  is  structurally  connected  with 
dolichokephaly,  the  deep  orbit  and  the  long-axed  eyeball  going  naturally 
with  the  long  head.  A  certain  amount  of  evidence  has  been  adduced  in 
support  of  this  idea ;  and  the  tall  blond  race  has  been  saddled,  in  the 
minds  of  some  anthropologists,  with  yet  another  hereditary  defect.  The 
evidence  of  my  table  is  not  conclusive  either  for  or  against  this  view, 
but  it  certainly  does  something  to  render  it  unlikely.  Of  the  five 
departments  selected  as  representative  of  the  type,  one  only,  the  Aisne,  had 
an  excess  of  myopes  ;  and  of  the  ten  most  blond  departments,  only  two. 


^  I  draw  this  inference  from  Bondiu's  figures,  vol.  ii.  235-7  ;  but  tliey  are  perliaps  hardly 
sufficiently  detailed,  though  very  striking. 
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namely,  Eui'e  and  Seine  Inferieure.  In  fact,  myopia  distinctly  belongs  to 
the  dark-eyed  inhabitants  of  the  south  of  France,  and  to  those  of  the 
cities,  with  the  strange  exceptions  of  Lyons  and  the  urban  district  of  the 
Nord  :  brachykephals  have  their  full  share  of  it. 

The  subject  of  defective  teeth  would,  of  course,  furnish  material  for  a 
goodly  volume.  So  far  as  my  materials  testify,  good  teeth  in  France  go 
with  short  average  stature,  dark  complexions,  and,  less  distinctly,  with 
broad  heads.  Bad  teeth  concur  with  tall  stature,  and  almost  as  clearly 
with  long  heads  and  blond  complexion.  Or,  to  put  it  in  another  way, 
teeth  are  good  in  the  mountains  as  a  rule,  bad  in  the  plains,  and 
especially  bad,  as  Boudin  himself  remarked,  around  the  mouths  of  all 
the  great  rivers.  They  are  good  among  the  Auvergnats  (or  central 
Kelts),  and  especially  so  among  the  Bretons ;  also  in  the  Catalans  of 
Rousillon,  etc.  ;  bad  among  the  northern  blond  long-heads  (including 
the  Normans),  and  among  the  Gascons ;  moderately  good  among  the 
Ligurians.  In  all  these  cases  the  boundaries  are  pretty  clearly  drawn, 
so  as  almost  irresistibly  to  suggest  that  either  the  hereditary  constitution 
of  the  several  races  or  kindred,  or  something  in  the  local  (may  I  say 
tribal)  habits  and  customs  must  have  to  do  with  the  phenomena.  For 
example,  the  Loire  Inferieure  was  formerlj^  politically  a  part  of  Bretagne, 
but  its  people  were  not  Bretons  in  blood  and  customs.  Accordingly  the 
Bretons  have  a  very  high  mortality  and  very  good  teeth  ;  the  Nantese,  or 
Lower  Loire  folk,  have  a  low  mortality  and  very  bad  teeth.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  neighbouring  department  of  Mayenne  was  not  Breton 
politically,  but  its  people  are  said  to  resemble  the  Bretons  in  character. 
Accordingly  they  have  a  rather  high  mortality  and  excellent  teeth  ! 

This  connection  between  good  teeth  and  a  high  death-rate  is  strange, 
but  unquestionable.  Of  the  ten  departments  which  furnish  the  fewest 
exemptions  for  defective  teeth,  every  one  has  an  excessive  mortality, 
and  in  most  cases,  and  on  the  average,  a  very  excessive  one.  They 
are  all  in  two  masses,  namely,  (1)  Auvergne  and  Lyonnais ;  (2)  Bretagne 
with  Mayenne.  If  we  seek  for  dietetic  causes  of  caries,  we  shall  find 
that  the  great  wine-producing  districts,  Gironde,  Dordogne,  Marne,  Cote 
d'Or,  as  well  as  the  cider-drinking  Normandy,  are  among  the  worst  on 
the  list.  But,  after  all,  there  is  plenty  of  sour  wine  in  Auvergne  and 
of  cider  in  Bretagne. 

On  the  whole,  then,  I  am  disposed  to  subscribe  to  the  belief  of  the 
French  anthropologists,  that  we  have  here  another  examj^le  of  a  heredi- 
tary and  constitutional  defect.  But  it  is  one  which  cannot  be  dated 
back  indefinitely ;  it  must  have  been  developed  on  French  soil.  Even 
now  the  Scandinavians,  the  purer-blooded  cousins  of  the  northern  French, 
are  generally  "  euodont and  it  is  certain  that  when  the  Saxons  invaded 
England,  and  the  Franks  and  Normans  Gaul,  they  were  still  so.  If  Harold 
of  Denmark,  the  conqueror  of  the  Cotentin,  had  not  been  a  singular 
exception,  he  would  hardly  have  been  nicknamed  Blue-tooth. 

In  the  British  Isles  we  have  no  such  groundwork  of  statistics  to 
work  upon  as  those  on  which  I  have  been  building  from  America  and 
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France,  and  I  have  little  more  than  personal  observation  whereto  to 
trust.  This,  however,  is  sufficient  to  enable  me  to  assert  that  phthisis 
is  not  here,  as  some  have  supposed,  especially  prevalent  among 
blonds.  ^  The  proportions  of  the  several  colours  of  hair  and  eyes  in  the 
sufferers  are  not  very  different  from  those  which  obtain  in  the  general 
population.  If  anything,  there  is  even  an  excess  of  black  and  very  dark 
hair.  Some  statistics  given  me  by  Dr.  Edward  Liddon  of  Taunton, 
from  the  Brompton  Consumption  Hospital,  are  confirmatory  of  my 
OAvn.  I  ihinl\  however  (on  this  j^oint  statistics  are  unaA^ailable),  that 
hereditary  phthisis  in  the  upper  ranks  often  presents  itself  in  a  frail  blond 
type  with  very  light  hair ;  and  I  am  sure  that  a  fine  transparent  skin 
is  a  sign  of  vulnerability.  In  fact,  the  typical  victim  of  phthisis  is,  in  my 
opinion,  a  tall  person  with  blue  eyes,  a  transparent  complexion,  and  dark 
hair.  Such  persons  are  also  more  liable  to  hsemorrhages ;  it  would  seem 
that  in  them  other  structures  partake  of  the  delicate  organisation  of  the 
skin. 

I  have  already  said,  apropos  of  the  supposed  absence  of  chorea 
from  the  Chinese,  that,  whatever  its  connection  with  rheuma- 
tism, it  is  a  disease  specially  belonging  to  the  nervous  temperament. 
Fatal  and  severe  cases  almost  always  present  the  signs  of  that  tempera- 
ment. There  is  usually  something  remarkable  about  the  development 
of  pigment ;  the  hair  is  often  coal  black,  but  sometimes  extremely  light, 
flaxen,  or  pale  red.  Epileptics,  cataleptics,  ecstatics,  thought-readers, 
clairvoyants  are  very  frequently  of  one  or  other  of  these  strongly- 
contrasted  colour-types.  Mania  seems  to  occur  rather  more  often  in  the 
xanthous  type,  with  chestnut,  red  or  fair  hair ;  but  with  regard  to 
melancholia  the  observation  of  the  ancients  was  undoubtedly  correct : 
it  belongs  especially  to  the  type  which  they  called  melancholic,  whose 
outward  signs  are  tall  stature,  olive  complexion,  and  straight  dark  hair. 

More  than  one  theory  has  been  advanced  as  to  the  physical  con- 
stitution which  furnishes  the  best  seed-bed  for  cancer.  For  example,  it 
has  been  said  to  be  very  common  in  persons  with  orange-hazel  eyes,  or 
with  eyes  in  which  the  colour  is  much  mixed  or  broken,  in  which  the 
general  effect  on  a  distant  view  is  green.  My  own  observations  have 
not  confirmed  this  notion.  Cancer,  in  my  opinion,  is  most  common  in 
people  who  have  a  fairly  healthy  constitution  in  other  respects.  The 
prevailing  complexion,  among  the  subjects  of  cancer  in  this  country,  is 
dark.  Out  of  sixty-seven  such,  English  and  Scotch,  I  found  eight  with 
black  or  brown-black  hair,  and  thirty-two  with  dark  brown  ;  thirty-four  had 
light,  ten  neutral,  and  twenty-three  dark  eyes.  These  figures  vary  from 
those  of  the  surrounding  non-cancerous  population  very  decidedly  in  the 
direction  of  darkness.  Dr.  Roger  Williams,  who  has  also  investigated 
this  subject  and  on  a  somewhat  larger  scale,  has  kindly  shown  me  his 
figures,  which  bear  out  my  own  conclusion.  It  will  be  remembered  that 
Dr.  Baxter's  American  statistics  also  agree  with  our  own  on  this  point. 
Of  course  it  does  not  necessarily  follow  that  cancer  is  at  all  more  pre- 
^  See  analysis  of  upwards  of  1000  cases  in  Races  of  Britain,  pp.  222,  223. 
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valent  among  generally  swarthy  than  among  generally  blond  nations  ; 
nor  am  I  aware  of  any  evidence  in  favour  of  such  a  belief.  On  the 
contrary,  there  is  some  reason  for  supposing  it  to  be  a  disease  whose 
development  is  favoured  by  civilisation,  comfort  and  intellectual  pro- 
gress ;  and  these  are  on  the  whole  most  prevalent  in  the  races  whom 
Huxley  calls  Xanthochroi,  although  it  is  the  swarthy  individuals  among 
them  who  sutler  most. 

John  Beddoe. 
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ON  TEMPERAMENT 

Temperament  is  usually  understood  to  denote  a  certain  combination  of 
physical  and  mental  characteristics.  Its  practical  importance  is  of  two 
kinds ;  as  a  guide  to  the  disposition  to  certain  kinds  of  disease,  and 
as  a  guide  to  the  disposition  to  certain  lines  of  conduct :  the  subject 
of  temperament  has  been  treated  accordingly  by  two  classes  of  writers, 
medical  and  philosophical.  The  two  have  treated  the  subject  in  different 
ways  :  the  physician  has  considered  chiefly,  and  often  exclusively,  the 
physical  aspect  of  temperament ;  the  psychologist,  on  the  other  hand,  has 
regarded  temperament  as  a  type  of  mental  character  with  tendencies  to 
certain  forms  of  emotion,  and  has  neglected  the  physical  side.  The 
doctrine  of  temperament  was  originally  founded  on  a  physiological  basis, 
and  physical  conceptions  of  temperament  prevailed  till  the  end  of  the  last 
century.  Kant  then  took  up  the  subject,  and  although  he  made  use 
of  terms  derived  from  the  character  of  the  blood,  his  treatment  was 
exclusively  psychological.  Since  the  time  of  Kant  the  subject  of 
temperament  has  been  treated  more  fully  by  psychologists  than  by 
physicians,  and  the  popular  use  of  the  term  shows  that  the  word  has  now 
come  to  mean  a  certain  type  of  mind  rather  than  a  certain  type  of 
physical  organisation.  The  comparative  neglect  of  temperament  by 
recent  writers  on  medicine  is  not  .surprising.  Medical  practice  has 
gradually  been  more  and  more  influenced  by  the  exact  methods  of 
modern  physiology  ;  thus  it  is  natui'al  that  the  doctrine  of  temperament, 
resting  on  simple  observation  of  more  or  less  vague  characters,  should 
have  fallen  into  disuse.    At  the  present  time,  although  the  subject  of 
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temperament  is  specifically  mentioned  by  few,  its  importance  is  being- 
more  recognised.  The  predisposition  of  certain  individuals  to  certain 
forms  of  disease,  and  the  different  effects  which  the  same  dose  of  the 
same  drug  may  have  on  different  individuals,  are  well -recognised  facts 
which  show  the  importance  of  what  is  popularly  called  "  constitution." 
But  though  the  importance  of  constitution  or  temperament  is  acknow- 
ledged, little  has  yet  1)een  done  to  study  the  suljject  on  modern  methods. 
Whenever  it  has  been  studied,  as  by  Stewart  in  his  book.  Our  Temperaments, 
the  old  classification  has  been  adhered  to  with  far  from  satisfactor}^ 
results.  The  importance  of  temperament  is  also  being  more  recognised 
in  relation  to  many  problems  of  practical  life — to  such  questions  as  the 
methods  of  education  and  the  choice  of  occupation  in  life.  Yet  here 
again  little  has  been  done  in  the  scientific  study  of  the  subject.  The 
doctrine  of  temperament  falls  under  the  head  of  individual  as  opposed  to 
general  psychology,  under  the  head  of  that  branch  of  psychology  which 
deals  with  the  differences  which  distinguish  different  minds  rather  than 
of  that  which  deals  with  the  laws  of  mind  in  general.  Individual 
psychology  has  been  comparatively  neglected  not  only  by  the  older  school 
of  psychologists,  liut  also  by  the  recent  experimental  school ;  and  it  is 
l)ut  quite  recently  that  a  beginning  has  been  made  in  the  systematic 
investigation  of  the  mental  characters  on  which  a  scientific  doctrine  of 
temperaments  should  be  leased. 

In  order  to  estal)lish  such  a  doctrine,  it  will  fiivst  be  necessary  to  study 
more  closely,  and  Ijy  more  exact  methods  than  hitherto,  the  physical 
differences  which  distinguish  different  individuals.  Much  has  been  done 
in  this  way  by  anthropologists  ;  but  their  investigations  have  been  carried 
out  chiefly  from  an  ethnological  standpoint,  and  it  is  probal)le  that  their 
methods  will  have  to  be  modified  to  suit  the  different  end  in  view.  A 
second  necessity  is  the  investigation  of  mental  differences  by  exact 
methods.  This  has  hitherto  been  the  greatest  difficulty  in  the  way  of  a 
scientific  doctrine ;  but  experimental  psychology  is  now  sufficiently 
advanced  not  only  to  show  how  this  may  Ije  done,  l3ut  to  have  taken 
some  steps  in  this  direction.  Up  to  the  present  time  the  most  important 
work  on  these  lines  of  investigation  has  been  done  by  Mr.  Galton.  On 
the  physical  side  his  anthropometrical  researches  furnish  the  kind  of 
material  which  is  needed  to  establish  the  existence  of  different  groups  of 
physical  organisation.  He  has  also  made  some  advance  on  the  mental 
side.  His  division  of  individuals  according  to  the  nature  of  their  mental 
imagery,  which  has  l^een  fm^ther  developed  by  Charcot  and  Binet,  is  a 
valual:>le  contri1)ution  to  individual  psychology,  and  an  example  of  the 
kind  of  distinction  to  be  made  out.  At  present  the  most  important  work 
on  the  mental  side  is  being  done  by  Professor  Kraepelin  of  Heidelberg. 
He  and  his  school  work  at  the  subject  from  the  psychiatrical  point  of 
view ;  and  one  important  division  of  their  work  has  l)een  the  investiga- 
tion of  certain  fundamental  properties  of  the  mind  which  are  of  great 
importance  in  the  study  of  temperament.  These  include  the  capacity  for 
mental  work,  the  susceptibility  to  fatigue  from  mental  work,  the  power 
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of  recovery  from  such  fatigue,  the  extent  of  the  influence  of  practice,  and 
the  power  of  concentration  of  attention.  They  have  also  investigated  the 
relations  of  bodily  and  mental  fatigue,  the  depth  of  sleep,  and  other 
questions  of  psychical  or  psycho-physical  capacity.  In  all  these  investiga- 
tions they  have  found  that  individual  differences  occur ;  and  it  is  in  such 
differences  as  these,  so  important  in  relation  to  practical  life  as  well  as  to 
insanity,  that  we  may  hope  to  find  the  materials  for  a  new  classification. 
It  would  be  fruitless  here  to  attempt  to  formulate  a  new  system  gf 
temperaments.  Such  an  attempt  should  only  be  made  on  the  basis  of 
experienpe  gained  in  the  investigation  of  physical  and  mental  characters 
by  methods  such  as  those  of  Galton  and  Kraepelin. 

A  few  suggestions  in  this  direction  may,  however,  be  made.  There 
has  been  singular  unanimity  among  both  medical  and  philosophical 
Avriters  in  favoiu'  of  a  fourfold  division  of  temperaments.  Both  Kant 
and  Lotze  accepted  the  old  division,  while  modifying  and  describing  the 
mental  characteristics  more  fully  than  had  been  done  before.  Wundt  has 
retained  the  old  types,  but  defines  them  on  the  basis  of  the  strength  of 
the  emotions,  and  of  the  rate  at  which  they  change.  Thus,  in  the  choleiic 
temperament  the  emotions  are  strong  and  change  quickly ;  in  the  melan- 
cholic, strong  but  change  slowly ;  in  the  sanguine,  weak  and  quick ;  in 
the  phlegmatic,  weak  and  slow.  One  recent  wiitei'  goes  so  far  as  to  say 
that  the  fourfold  division  must  be  approved  "  by  all  who  advocate 
intelligently  any  theory  upon  the  subject."  In  spite  of  this  consensus  of 
opinion,  it  would  probably  be  best  to  put  the  older  classification  on  one 
side,  and  to  start  afresh  from  the  beginning. 

In  one  dii-ection,  however,  it  may  be  well  to  take  ad^'antage  of 
previous  methods  ;  the  old  doctrine  had  a  pathological  basis,  and  it  is 
probable  that  pathological  investigation  may  give  us  the  clue  to  a  more 
satisfactory  method.  It  is  customary  to  speak  of  certain  dispositions  to 
tlisease  as  diatheses,  of  which  the  nervous  diathesis  and  the  lu-ic  acid 
diathesis  may  be  given  as  examples.  The  exact  investigation  of  the 
physical  and  mental  characters  of  these  diatheses  has  yet  to  be  carried 
out,  and  probably  no  more  useful  contribution  to  the  doctrine  of  tempera- 
ment could  be  made  than  such  an  investigation. 

Another  line  of  inqmry  which  might  be  useful  is  the  study  of  the 
different  characters  of  the  two  sexes,  and  of  various  ages.  The  tempera- 
ments of  age  have  been  most  fully  considered  by  Lotze.  He  regarded 
the  sanguine  as  the  temperament  of  childhood  ;  the  melancholic,  or,  as  he 
called  it,  the  sentimental,  as  the  temperament  of  youth ;  the  choleric  of 
manhood,  and  the  phlegmatic  of  old  age.  The  reaction  to  disease  is 
known  to  vary  with  the  different  epochs  of  life,  and  it  is  probable  that 
exact  investigation  of  the  characteristics  of  different  ages  may  enable  us 
to  define  groups  of  temperament  useful  both  from  the  pathological  and 
sociological  points  of  view.  It  would  be  especially  interesting  to  discover 
whether  the  individual  who  retains  in  adult  life  the  mental  traits  which 
are  found  to  be  characteristic  of  childhood,  retains  also  youthful 
characteristics  in  his  physical  organisation. 
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Another  possible  basis  for  a  classification  of  temperaments  is  purely 
psychological.  As  a  working  hypothesis  at  the  present  time,  the 
customary  tripartite  division  of  mind  might  be  accepted,  and  an  endeavour 
be  made  to  find  the  physical  and  mental  traits  which  characterise  the 
three  types  of  Auguste  Comte — the  man  of  thought,  the  man  of  feeling, 
and  the  man  of  action. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  a  satisfactory  doctrine  of  temperaments 
has  not  only  to  be  useful  in  defining  the  nature  of  the  more  special 
disposition  to  react  in  certain  ways  to  disease,  but  also,  and  perhaps 
more  essentially,  in  defining  the  nature  of  the  disposition  to  react  in 
certain  ways  to  other  and  more  general  features  of  the  environment. 

AV.  H.  E.  EivERS. 
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ON  THE  LAWS  OF  INHEEITANCE  IN  DISEASE 

We  all  of  us  have  had  two  parents,  and  with  the  rarest  exceptions  four 
grandparents.  Most  of  us  have  had  eight  great  grandparents,  and 
probably  to  a  large  majority  no  fewer  than  sixteen  persons  have  stood 
in  the  relation  of  great -great -grandparents.  Now  since  tendencies  to 
individual  peculiarities,  involving,  it  may  be,  liability  to  special  forms  of 
disease,  may  be  transmitted  not  only  from  parents  and  grandparents,  but 
from  much  more  remote  ancestors  also,  it  is  obvious  that  their  investiga- 
tion presents  us  with  a  very  complicated  problem.  In  many  instances 
it  is  almost  hopeless  to  investigate  transmission  from  individual  to 
individual,  and  we  may  arrive  at  safer  conclusions  by  estimating  average 
prevalence  in  races,  families,  or  classes  of  society.    It  is  in  this  latter 
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way  only  that  many  questions  Avhich  present  themselves,  not  only  to  the 
physician,  but  to  the  biologist  and  to  the  student  of  sociology,  can  be 
satisfactorily  looked  at.    \_Vide  art.  on  "Anthropology  and  Medicine."] 

We  must,  however,  in  the  begiiuiing  endeavour  to  define  approxi- 
mately what  we  believe  to  be  possible  as  to  hereditary  transmission. 
Without  venturing  to  do  more  than  mention  the  Weissmaim  logomachy, 
which  has  recently  disturljed  the  creeds  of  some  biologists,  I  will  take 
permission  to  avow  my  Itelief  that  with  the  sperm  and  germ  supplied  by 
parents  there  may  pass  to  the  offspring  tendencies  to  the  reproduction  of 
all  that  these  pai-ents  had  acquired  up  to  the  date  of  the  sexual  congress. 
By  the  term  "  acquired  "  is  meant  all  that  has  been  received  by  modifi- 
cation of  vital  processes,  not  what  has  ])een  imposed  or  taken  away  by 
external  violence.  Not  only,  however,  may  offspring  derive  from  parent 
cells  peculiarities  of  cell  and  tissue  structure  with  the  proclivities  attach- 
ing to  them,  but  it  is  also  in  a  high  degree  prol)al)le,  that  in  some 
instances  parasitic  elements  or  specific  poisons  may  pass  directly  into  the 
tissues  of  the  embiyo.  Such  parasitism  may  be  absolutely  latent  in  the 
parent,  and  may  remain  so  for  indefinite  periods  in  the  offspring. 

We  have,  then,  an  inheritance  of  structural  peculiarities  and  tendencies 
which  is  more  or  less  certain,  and  in  addition  to  it  an  inheritance  of 
parasitic  germs  or  of  poisons  which  is  uncertain  and  in  a  sense  accidental. 
Respecting  this  inheritance  of  specific  poisons  it  is  necessary  here  to 
premise  that  what  takes  place  may  be  contamination  in  utero  rather 
than  inheritance  in  the  more  strict  sense  of  the  word.  The  two  parents 
do  not  stand  in  an  exactly  similar  relation  to  their  offspring  in  this 
matter.  The  father  cannot  possibly  convey  any  poison  unless  it  l)e  present 
in  his  semen  ;  the  mother,  on  the  other  hand,  is  in  vital  relations  with 
the  foetus  for  nine  months  after  conception,  and  may,  at  any  date  during 
that  period,  convey  to  it  any  poison  which  has  meanwhile  found  its  way 
into  her  blood.  Thus  variola  cannot  possibly  l)e  conveyed  by  the  father 
to  the  foetus  so  as  to  develop  only  after  the  birth  of  the  latter ;  Imt  the 
mother  may  communicate  it  during  any  period  of  her  pregnancy  up  to 
the  last  month.  The  same  is  the  case  with  syphilis,  and  possibly  with 
some  other  specific  diseases. 

It  may  he  convenient  to  speak  first  of  the  laws  of  inheritance  of 
those  diseases  which  are  caused  hj  specific  poisons.  Of  these  the 
principal,  and  the  one  respecting  which  most  is  known,  is  syphilis  ;  and 
it  may  be  allowed  to  stand  as  an  illustration  of  the  rest.  The  facts  in 
our  possession  make  it  very  proliable  that  when  syphilis  is  derived  hy  a 
child  from  a  parent,  it  is  conveyed  hy  the  actual  tran.sference  of  some 
specific  material,  prolm])ly  of  a  particulate  and  organic  nature.  The  child 
does  not  inherit  any  modification  of  tissues  which  the  parent  may  have 
undergone,  but  takes  over  specific  germs  which  are  destined  to  multiply 
in  its  blood  and  produce  phenomena  of  similar  character  and  in  similar 
order  to  those  which  its  parent  has  previously  manifested.  This  char- 
acter and  this  order  may  l)e  greatly  modified,  l)ut  they  will  be  essentially 
the  same.    Thus,  however  much  the  health  of  a  parent  may  ha^-e  lieen 
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damaged  by  syphilis,  he  will  transmit  to  his  offspring  nothing  unless  the 
specific  A'irus  of  the  disease  be  present  in  his  semen,  and  in  those 
particular  spermatozoa  which  go  to  the  fertilisation  of  that  particular 
ovum.  A  man  might  on  this  hypothesis  beget  a  syphilitic  child  one 
week,  and  a  non-infected  one  the  next ;  nay,  it  is  even  possible  that  of 
twins  one  may  receive  the  poison  and  the  other  escape  it.  It  is  needful 
to  state  this  definitely,  for  although  we  have  as  yet  no  direct  proof  of 
this  proposition,  the  hypothesis  is  necessary  to  any  clear  comprehension  of 
the  facts. 

The  following  are  the  facts  which  appear  to  have  been  established 
respecting  the  inheritance  of  syphilis  : — 

That  the  father  may  infect  his  offspring  (the  mother  having  never 
suffered  in  any  degree),  and  that  this  is  Ijy  far  the  most  frequent  mode 
by  which  the  taint  is  transmitted. 

That  the  mother  may  infect  her  offspring,  and  that  she  may  do  this 
not  only  at  the  time  of  conception,  but  at  any  period  during  pregnancy, 
up  to  within  the  last  few  weeks. 

That  there  is  much  vincertainty  whether  a  child  will  or  will  not 
receive  the  poison  of  syphilis  when  l)orn  of  parents  one  or  both  of  whom 
are  tainted.  Thus  a  child  may  wholly  escape  under  circumstances 
apparently  the  most  dangerous. 

That  the  nearer  the  conception  to  the  date  of  primary  disease,  in  one 
or  both  parents,  the  greater  the  risk  to  the  child. 

That  in  the  tertiary  stage  a  parent  may  suffer  severely  and  yet  have 
healthy  offspring. 

That  the  severity  of  the  disease  in  the  child  is  in  no  relation  to  that 
shown  by  the  parent — many  of  the  worst  instances  occuriing  in  children 
of  parents  who  were  apparently  in  good  health.  Severity  in  the  child 
is  therefore  probably,  as  in  the  adult,  a  matter  of  idiosyncrasy  in  the 
recipient,  and  not  of  peculiarity  as  to  source. 

Of  twins,  one  may  suffer  and  the  other  escape. 

Although  it  is  the  rule  for  the  first-born  after  the  parental  acquisition 
to  suffer  and  for  younger  ones  to  escape,  yet  now  and  then  remarkal^le 
exceptions  to  the  rule  may  occur. 

That,  with  rare  exceptions,  the  period  during  which  a  parent  retains 
the  poison  of  syphilis  in  a  transmissible  state  is  limited.  In  the  father  it 
rarely  exceeds  two  years,  but  as  regards  the  mother  nothing  trustworthy 
can  be  stated. 

Although  in  the  case  of  syphilis  no  one  has  yet  succeeded  in  re- 
cognising the  specific  germ  which  is  its  cause,  whilst  in  tul^erculosis  this 
is  supposed  to  have  been  accomplished,  yet  the  fact  respecting  contagion 
and  inheritance  remains  far  more  A^ague  and  uncertain  in  the  latter  than 
in  the  former  malady.  When  a  disease  may  be  obtained  l)y  contagion 
unwittingly  and  A^ery  easily — its  germs  possil)ly  being  almost  omnipresent 
— it  becomes  very  difficult  to  prove  anything  as  to  inheritance.  Thus 
there  are  not  wanting  those  who,  relying  too  exclusively  upon  modern 
doctrines  of  bacillary  causation,  and  supporting  theii-  creed  by  so-called 
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statistics,  are  disposed  to  deny  altogether  the  effect  of  inheiitance  in 
tuberculosis.  In  the  investigation  of  this  important  question  we  must 
not  restrict  ourselves  to  the  narrow  platform  of  tubercular  disease  of  the 
lungs.  We  must  comprise  all  the  various  maladies  with  which  we  now 
associate  the  tubercle  bacillus,  and  take  in  all  forms  of  bone,  joint,  and 
gland  scrofula,  with  also  the  various  affections  of  the  eye  and  the  skin 
(lupus  and  its  allies)  which  are  in  such  association.  If  in  this  way  we 
take  cognisance  of  the  whole  domain  of  scrofula  and  tuberculosis,  it  is,  I 
think,  impossible  for  any  one  acquainted  M'ith  the  facts  to  disbelieve  in 
the  power  of  hereditary  transmission,  and  rest  only  on  the  theory  of 
contagion  from  without.  The  subject  is  one  much  too  complicated  to  be 
well  suited  for  illustration  by  statistical  calculations ;  these  are  as  likely 
to  mislead  as  to  help  us. 

Two  factors  are  admittedly  of  great  importance  in  reference  to  the 
development  of  tubercular  affections  :  we  must  take  cognisance  not  only 
of  the  bacillus  itself,  but  also  of  the  state  of  the  tissues  upon  which  it  is 
implanted.  The  possibilities  of  inheritance  are  therefore  twofold.  It 
may  be  that  the  bacillus  itself  may  pass  bodily  or  potentially  with  the 
sperm  or  germ  from  parent  to  child,  or  it  may  be  that  a  condition  of 
tissues  liable  to  its  attacks,  but  for  the  time  free  from  its  presence,  may 
be  the  result  of  transmission.  If  Ave  are  permitted  to  name  the  tissue- 
condition  which  is  prone  to  favoiu'  the  development  of  the  tubercle 
bacillus,  the  name  "  scrofula  "  will  perhaps  be  convenient  for  the  present. 
A  child  may,  then,  inherit  "  scrofula  "  without  the  bacillus,  or  the  bacillus 
without  "  scrofula " ;  or,  Avhat  probably  is  most  common,  both  may  be 
present  together.  Pathological  facts  leave  us  in  no  doubt  that  the 
tubercle  bacillus  may  find  its  way  into  the  body  of  the  foitus  in  utero 
and  may  there  develop.  Whether  it  does  so  in  association  with  the 
semen,  or  in  union  with  the  maternal  germ ;  or  whether  it  is  always 
derived  by  the  ovum  fro,m  the  mother's  blood,  we  are  as  yet  uninformed. 
We  may  plausibly  conjecture  that  any  one  of  these  three  modes  is  an 
easy  possibility.  The  life  history  of  the  tubercle  bacillus  is  probably  by 
no  means  wholly  known  to  us.  We  do  not  know,  for  instance,  what 
are  the  conditions  or  how  long  the  periods  under  and  during  which  it 
may  remain  latent  in  the  tissues.  Many  clinical  facts  suggest  that  it 
may  in  some  resting  form  be  present  in  most  persons — waiting  until 
some  local  damage  or  some  degradation  of  general  health  gives  it  oppor- 
tunity for  development.  The  jiievailing  creed  which  suspects  external 
contagion  as  the  cause  of  all  scrofulous  and  tuberculous  attacks  is  prob- 
ably a  much  too  narrow  one.  It  is  clear,  however,  that  as  regards 
the  heredity  of  phthisis  and  scrofula,  we  can  at  present  do  little  more 
than  state  preliminary  facts  and  suggest  possibilities.  We  ai'e  by  no 
means  yet  in  a  position  to  put  forward  conclusions. 

If  we  turn  from  tuberculosis  to  leprosy,  a  malady  which  is  possibly 
a  congener,  we  shall  encounter  similar  sources  of  imcertainty.  Yet,  if 
we  can  get  a  clear  view  of  the  facts,  the  two  will  perhaps  throw  some 
light  on  each  other.    Firstly,  a  bacillus  very  like  that  of  tubercle  attends 
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the  development  of  all  the  most  severe  forms  of  leprosy.  AVhen  leprosy- 
ends  fatally  it  is  often  by  the  supervention  of  pulmonary  disease  not 
distinguishable  from  phthisis.  The  facts  as  regards  contagion  are  much 
the  same  in  the  two,  and  are  matters  chiefly  of  conjecture.  In  both 
maladies  it  is  certain  that  almost  unlimited  opportunities  for  contagion 
may  occur  without  any  evidence  of  its  accomplishment.  Now,  until 
quite  recent  times,  the  belief  in  the  hereditary  transmission  of  leprosy 
has  been  almost  universal.  The  more  careful  investigations  of  modern 
observers  have,  however,  thrown  much  doubt  upon  this  creed.  It  is 
quite  certain  that  the  children  of  lepers,  born  out  of  leper  districts — in 
England  or  the  United  States,  for  example  — ■  never  inherit  it.  The 
occurrence  of  the  disease  in  the  children  of  lepers  in  a  leprosy  district  is 
no  evidence  at  all ;  for  obviously  they  have  been  exposed  to  the  endemic 
cause,  whatever  that  may  be.  If  it  be,  after  all,  a  food  disease,  they  may 
have  partaken  of  the  tainted  substance.  The  recent  inquiries  of  the 
Leprosy  Commission  in  India,  which  collected  facts  at  the  Schools  for  the 
Children  of  Lepers,  pointed  to  the  conclusion  that  there  is  no  proof  of 
heredity,  since  these  children  did  not  manifest  the  disease  in  greater 
proportion  than  others.  The  very  prolonged  periods  during  which 
leprosy  may  remain  absolutely  latent  (ten  years  or  more)  introduces, 
however,  an  element  of  uncertainty  into  all  these  investigations.  We 
may  safely  believe  that  in  the  case  of  leprosy  the  influence  of  heredity 
is  a  very  small  factor,  but  it  would  be  unwise  to  deny  its  possibility. 

If  we  turn  now  to  the  consideration  of  maladies  which  are  induced, 
not  by  any  specific  virus,  but  by  the  inheritance  of  anatomical  or 
physiological  peculiarities,  a  few  general  propositions  may  be  ventured. 

There  is  probably  no  peculiarity,  whether  of  structure,  of  function,  or 
both,  which  can  be  acquired  or  augmented  during  the  life  of  the  indivi- 
dual which  may  not  be  reproduced  in  his  or  her  offspring ;  yet  the  trans- 
mission of  such  peculiarities  is  by  no  means  a  matter  of  certainty  :  one 
child  may  suffer  and  another  escape.  Of  this  uncertainty  double  parent- 
age is  probably  the  chief  explanation. 

It  is  quite  possible  for  an  individual  in  whom  any  given  tendency 
derived  from  a  parent  may  never  have  disclosed  itself  to  transmit  such 
tendency.  Thus  a  disorder  or  peculiarity  present  in  a  grandfather  may 
be  revealed  in  his  grandchild  just  as  special  features  in  the  countenance 
or  other  resemblances  may  be  transmitted.  It  is  possible,  indeed,  that  a 
peculiarity  of  structure  leading  to  derangement  of  function  may  be  trans- 
mitted through  many  generations,  and  yet  show  itself  in  very  few  indivi- 
duals in  each.  Under  some  law,  as  yet  not  well  understood,  it  is  possible 
for  a  peculiarity  of  structure  to  show  itself  suddenly  in  several  children 
of  the  same  parents,  there  being  no  proof  of  its  previous  occurrence  in 
the  progenitors.  To  this  group  of  maladies  the  term  family  diseases 
has  been  given ;  but  it  must  be  clearly  understood  that  it  refers  to  the 
members  of  one  single  family  and  not  to  descendants  in  several  generations. 

Illustrations  of  the  wide  topic  upon  which  we  now  enter  occur  on 
every  side.    The  inability  to  digest  the  albumin  of  eggs  and  of  milk, 
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which  is  often  met  with  as  an  idiosyncrasy  in  related  individuals  in 
several  generations,  must  dejiend  upon  the  constitution  of  the  gastric  juice, 
which  in  its  turn  is  due  to  some  peculiarity  in  the  glandular  apparatus 
of  the  stomach.  It  may  serve  as  an  example  of  a  thousand  other 
peculiarities,  some  more  and  some  less  well  marked.  To  the  whole 
group  we  give  the  name  idiosyncrasies  ;  and  although  we  leave  them 
for  the  most  part  unexplained,  they  are  none  the  less  real,  and  dependent 
no  doul)t  upon  actual  structural  aberrations.  Very  often  a  sufferer 
knows  that  some  predecessor — grandparent  or  great-grandparent — had 
the  same  peculiarity.  Were  habits  of  family  observation  and  record 
more  cultivated,  no  doubt  such  evidence  would  be  still  more  frequently 
forthcoming. 

Psoriasis  does  not  very  often  affect  several  brothers  and  sisters,  1)Ut 
it  frequently  seems  to  be  transmitted  from  parent  or  grandparent.  Thus 
it  may  persist  through  many  generations,  but  still  aff"ect  ljut  very  few 
individuals.  Its  subjects  are  almost  always  in  good  health,  and  the 
balance  of  evidence  as  to  its  nature  would  incline  us  to  suspect  that  it 
depends  upon  an  inherited  peculiarity  of  the  structure  of  the  skin. 

The  laws  of  inheritance  come  to  our  aid  in  explanation  of  many 
of  the  peculiarities  presented  by  exceptional  diseases  of  the  skin  ;  and 
these  in  turn  illustrate  the  laws  of  inheritance  in  a  very  instructive 
manner.  Inherited  peculiarities  in  structure  must  be  invoked  to  explain 
such  phenomena  as  excessive  tendency  to  freckle,  the  liability  to  blister 
in  the  sun,  proneness  to  chilblains,  liability  to  urticaria  and  pruritus.  It 
is  for  the  most  part  those  who  have  inherited  a  skin  in  which  the 
sebaceous  glands  are  large  who  become  the  subjects  of  comedonous  acne. 

Amongst  the  "  family  diseases  "  which  chiefly  show  themselves  on 
the  skin  we  have  the  common  forms  of  xeroderma  or  ichthyosis,  and 
the  rare  malady  known  as  Kaposi's  disease,  or  xeroderma  pigmentosum. 
In  ichthyosis  almost  invariably  one-half  of  the  family  of  children  suffer 
whilst  the  others  wholly  escape.  Evidence  of  it  is  often  but  not  always 
present  at  Ijirth.  There  appears  to  be  no  regard  to  sex.  The  same  state- 
ments are  true  of  Kaposi's  malady,  which  consists  of  a  most  excessive 
tendency  to  the  formation  of  freckles,  which  are  apt  to  run  into  Tilcera- 
tion.  Its  occurrence  reveals  a  congenital  imperfection  in  the  structure  of 
the  skin,  which  renders  it  unable  to  withstand  the  irritation  of  ordinary 
sunlight.  In  this  feature  it  has  much  in  common  with  retinitis  pigmen- 
tosa, a  disease  occurring  often  in  several  members  of  one  family,  and 
due  to  degeneratiA'c  changes  in  the  retina  apparently  induced  by  exposure 
to  light. 

The  tendency  to  l)leed  on  slight  cause,  which  constitutes  the 
"  hsemorrhagic  diathesis,"  affords  us  another  good  example  of  a  family 
disease.  It  is,  however,  not  one  of  those  which  are  restricted  to  a  single 
generation,  l)eing  almost  always  an  heirloom,  and  with  the  peculiarity 
that  it  manifests  itself  almost  exclusi^'ely  in  the  male  sex.  It  is  quite 
possi))le  that  our  inferences  on  this  latter  point  may  be  somewhat  exag- 
gerated, for  the  menstrual  relief  in  women  not  improbably  prevents  other 
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forms  of  hemorrhage,  and  in  families  in  which  the  males  are  bleeders 
menstruation  in  the  women  is  often  profuse.  The  proved  relationship  of 
heemophilia  to  inherited  gout  leads  to  the  consideration  of  the  latter 
malady  itself  in  reference  to  inheritance.  This  is  a  topic  which  requires 
much  patient  attention  to  detail  for  its  clear  apprehension.  It  is  not  a 
simple  matter  :  we  must  not  restrict  our  conception  of  gout  to  attacks  of 
acute  podagra,  but  must  include  in  the  term  all  the  conditions  which  lead 
up  to  such  attacks,  or  can  be  proved  to  be  in  association  with  them.  By 
general  consent  the  liability  to  gout  is  hereditary  ;  indeed  it  may  even 
be  doubted  whether  in  its  more  typical  forms  it  is  ever  acquired  in  a 
single  generation.  That  the  gouty  state  may  be  induced  by  luxurious 
living  and  defective  exercise  is  a  proposition  which  no  one  will  deny ; 
that  it  can  be  so  induced  with  equal  facility  in  all  persons  is,  however,  well 
known  not  to  be  the  case.  In  some,  very  slight  errors  in  self-manage- 
ment will  cause  it ;  whilst  in  others,  no  excess,  however  long  continued, 
seems  to  be  sufficient.  The  difference  as  we  observe  it  under  the 
existing  conditions  of  society  is  probably  in  the  main  a  difference  in  the 
strength  of  inheritance,  though  at  the  same  time  it  may  be  true  that 
certain  differences  in  race,  family,  and  temperament  may  in  the  first 
instance  have  made  themselves  felt.  Of  the  middle  classes  of  society  in 
England,  and  amongst  other  communities  where  gout  has  been  long  pre- 
valent, it  may  be  held  that  all  inherit  the  tendency  more  or  less  remotely. 
If  we  attempt  to  explain  in  what  that  tendency  consists,  we  must  begin 
by  saying  that  in  the  first  place  it  consists  in  peculiarities  of  appetite  and 
digestion,  and  next  in  defects  in  the  excretory  organs.  The  man  who 
inherits  gout  inherits  peculiarities  of  stomach  and  kidneys,  and  of  all 
organs  which  are  concerned  in  the  assimilation  of  food  and  the  depura- 
tion of  the  blood.  We  may  take  this  as  perhaps  the  simplest  expression 
of  the  inheritance  of  gout ;  but  there  must  follow  on  it  the  assertion 
that  he  inherits  also  peculiarities  of  various  other  kinds.  His  cartilages 
and  ligaments,  his  nerves,  his  muscles,  his  blood-vessels,  in  fact  'every 
tissue  in  his  body,  has  acquired  some  modification,  and  with  it  some 
special  proclivity  to  disease.  Congestions,  inflammations,  nerve  pains, 
whatever  may  have  been  their  exciting  causes,  will  in  him  assume  a 
special  character  and  lead  to  specialised  results.  Thus  the  offspring  of 
generations  of  gouty  ancestry  may,  in  virtue  of  such  descent,  suffer  from 
various  maladies  which  stand  in  no  direct  relation  with  errors  in  diet, 
defective  assimilation,  or  the  accumulation  of  urates  in  the  blood.  One 
of  these  is  the  weakening  of  blood-vessels,  which  is  the  proximate  cause  of 
haemophilia,  and  may  also  find  its  expression  in  epistaxis,  hsemorrhagic  pur- 
pura, bleeding  into  the  vitreous,  and  other  phenomena.  In  the  same  way 
inherited  gout  may  be  the  parent  of  iritis  in  early  life,  and  of  various  forms 
of  joint  disease  at  all  periods  of  life,  which  are  wholly  unassociated  with 
the  deposit  of  urate  of  soda  in  the  structures.  It  is  an  inheritance  of 
tissue  proclivity  independently  of,  though  usually  in  addition  to,  peculi- 
arities of  assimilation  and  excretion.  Nor  must  it  be  forgotten  that 
these  inherited  liabilities  may  have  been  inextricably  mixed  with  others. 
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Feebleness  of  circulation,  instability  of  nerve  function,  scrofula,  and 
other  causes  of  disease,  may  have  joined  with  inheritance  of  gout,  and  the 
resulting  state  may  thus  be  a  very  complicated  one. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  say  more  than  a  few  words  respecting  the 
heredity  of  congenital  defects  in  the  growth  of  external  parts.  It  is 
universally  admitted  that  such  defects  as  coloboma  iridis,  harelip,  super- 
fluous digits,  webbed  digits,  and  the  like  may  l)e  and  commonly  are 
hereditary.  We  also  observe  respecting  them  that  occasionally  they 
occur  in  many  members  of  the  same  family  ;  whilst  there  is  little  or  no 
evidence  as  to  their  occurrence  in  former  generations.  This  has  been 
especially  noted  in  certain  instances  of  harelip  and  defects  in  the  iris,  and 
it  is  especially  of  interest  in  reference  to  the  explanation  of  other  forms 
of  "  family  disease." 

Another  important  law  which  receives  occasional  illustration  in  these  • 
very  obvious  hereditary  defects  is  that  of  "  ti'ansmutation  in  transmis- 
sion." By  this  exjDression  is  meant  that  the  defect  reproduced  is  not 
always  exactly  the  same  as  that  in  the  predecessor.  Thus  one  child  may 
have  a  superfluous  digit,  and  another  of  the  same  family  merely  a  de- 
formed and  overgrown  one.  What  is  hereditary  is  clearly  a  liability  to 
disturbance  in  the  development  of  a  certain  portion  of  protoplasm,  but 
falls  short  of  the  necessary  production  of  identity  of  result.  This  law  is 
probably  of  wide  application  under  conditions  in  which  it  is  not  so  easy 
to  prove  its  influence.  In  the  case  of  various  forms  of  skin  disease  it  may 
be  conjectured  that  a  liability  to  defective  formation  of  the  skin  in 
general  is  the  antecedent  rather  than  a  definite  proclivity  to  one  single 
type  of  malady.  Thus  an  inheritance  from  a  parent  who  has  sufi'ered 
from  psoriasis  may  possibly  be  transmitted  as  ichthyosis,  or  some  form 
of  chronic  eczema  or  lichen.  Many  of  the  known  facts  as  regards 
"  family  diseases  "  support  the  belief  that  some  law  of  unity  in  variety 
influences  their  production. 

Jonathan  Hutchinson. 


MEDICAL  GEOGRAPHY  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN 

That  branch  of  medicine  which  has  for  its  subject  the  Geographical 
Distribution  of  Disease  may  be  said  to  have  had  a  very  remote 
origin  in  the  ancient  Coan  School  of  Medicine,  of  which  the  family  of 
Hippocrates  were  the  founders.  In  this  school  the  study  first 
sprang  into  existence  as  far  as  we  can  judge,  and  then  flourished 
for  a  time  under  the  care  of  the  author  of  Airs,  Places,  and  Waters,  the 
head  of  the  above  distinguished  family,  whose  genius,  common -sense, 
and  vast  experience,  extending  over  an  unusually  long  life  of  active 
practice  among  the  isles  of  the  Greek  Archipelago,  and  the  mainland 
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of  Greece,  Thrace,  and  the  coast  of  Asia  Minor,  enabled  him  to 
accumulate  a  vast  number  of  clinical  facts  bearing  upon  the  relation 
between  certain  classes  of  disease  and  certain  conditions  of  soil,  water, 
and  atmosphere.  Within  the  circumference  of  his  wide  experience  he 
had  almost  every  variety  of  land-surface  from  the  Mount  Olympus  to 
the  paludal  lakes  of  the  plain,  and  the  swamps  alongside  the  river-mouth  ; 
over  those  lands  he  noted  the  sweep  of  the  atmospheric  currents,  the 
different  lie  and  aspects  of  their  slopes  towards  wind  and  sun.  Of  the 
winds  he  studied  their  moisture,  dryness,  and  temperature,  and  at- 
tributed the  excess  or  defect  of  these  qualities  to  their  courses  over  the 
neighbouring  lands  and  seas.  The  different  effects  of  the  various  waters 
on  mankind — the  hard,  the  soft,  the  brackish,  and  paludal — were  also 
noted  by  Hippocrates,  and  locally  the  effects  of  weather  and  seasons  were 
also  studied  by  him,  whether  in  his  reports  of  clinical  cases  or  of 
epidemics  (1). 

In  the  etiology  of  disease  Hippocrates  evidently  foresaw  the  great 
importance  of  the  physical  configuration  of  the  land,  its  asj^ects  ajid 
soils,  and  the  influence  of  the  two  great  factors  of  local  climates,  the 
sun  and  the  atmosphere, — the  latter  ever  varying  in  its  currents, 
temperature,  moisture,  and  adventitious  constituents,  whether  of 
mechanical,  vegetable,  or  animal  origin.  The  later  results  of  the 
study  of  medical  geography  justify  these  early  anticipations  of  that 
great  physician. 

Since  the  death  of  Hippocrates  (b.c.  480-357)  the  subject  stood  still 
until  the  publication  by  Dr.  Alexander  Keith  Johnston  of  his  ^^(dW.- 
^inoyfu  Physical  Atlas  of  Natural  Phenomena  (2),  in  which  maps  appeared  of 
the  geographical  distribution  of  certain  diseases.  The  data  were 
gathered  principally  from  the  Avorks  of  our  naval,  military,  and  mer- 
cantile marine  medical  officers  and  others,  within  whose  stores  of  facts 
there  are  many  that  might  still  be  profitably  studied. 

In  1856  the  eminent  French  physician  and  medical  geographer, 
Boudin,  published  his  Giographie  Medicate,  based  principally  on  the 
statistics  of  the  French  army — the  first  statistics  used  in  the  study  of 
medical  geography.  In  this  work  France  was  divided  into  departments, 
each  so  shaded  as  to  indicate  death-rates,  or  the  number  of  conscripts 
rejected  on  account  of  certain  diseases  in  proportion  to  the  populations. 

In  England  the  data  for  constructing  maps  of  disease  distribution 
were  not  published  in  serviceable  form  until  the  late  Dr.  William  Farr 
issued  his  Decennial  Supplement  for  1851-1860  to  the  Registrar- 
General's  (Major  Graham's)  25th  Annual  Eeport  in  the  year  1864.  Dr. 
Farr  published  two  supplements,  including  the  decennial  periods  1851- 
1860  and  1861-1870,  giving  the  number  of  deaths  from  twenty-five 
difi^erent  causes  at  certain  age-periods,  among  males  and  females  separ- 
ately, for  each  of  the  630  registration  districts  during  each  of  these  ten 
years;  since  then  the  present  Eegistrar-General  has  confused  the  sexes 
and  rendered  his  supplement  for  1871-1880  useless  for  this  branch  of 
study. 
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The  history  of  disease  distribution  is  fully  dealt  with  in  my  recently 
published  work  (3) ;  I  will  now  give  the  salient  facts  resulting  from 
my  own  investigations  from  the  year  1868  up  to  the  i^resent  time. 

The  first  firm  stej)  in  the  study  of  the  medical  geography  of  Great 
Britain  was  made  within  a  short  time  of  the  publication  by  Dr. 
William  Farr,  C.B.,  of  the  supplement  already  referred  to.  In  this 
important  and  model  report  the  deaths  from  twenty-four  different  causes 
during  the  ten  years  1851-1860,  in  each  of  the  630  registration  districts 
of  England  and  Wales,  were  arranged  in  two  tables,  one  for  nw.Us  and 
one  for  females  respectively.  The  mean  populations  of  each  sex  in  each 
district  were  divided  into  so  many  (17)  age-periods,  giving  (1)  the  mean 
number  of  males  and  females  living  during  the  decennium  at  each  age- 
period ;  and  (2)  the  number  of  deaths  from  each  of  the  twenty-four 
causes  during  the  same  time  at  each  of  the  said  age-periods  :  thus  the 
death-rate  from  each  cause  at  each  age-period  could  be  calculated — the 
mean  populations  at  the  different  ages  being  given  in  the  same  column 
as-  the  actual  number  of  deaths  from  the  different  causes.  With  the 
life  and  death  statistics  so  arranged  the  medical  geography  of  England 
and  Wales,  and  the  construction  of  maps  showing  the  geographical 
distribution  of  each  cause  of  death  in  the  630  districts,  became  possible 
for  the  first  time  in  the  annals  of  medicine ;  and  future  investigations 
into  the  causes  of  the  varieties  of  the  several  distributions,  as  well  as  of 
the  marked  inequality  of  the  distribution  of  each  individual  cause  of 
death,  found  a  solid  basis.  Such  a  map  once  constructed  and  coloured 
in  varying  shades,  enables  the  student  at  once  to  compare  it  with  other 
maps  of  the  geology,  physical  geography,  hydrography,  meteorology, 
etc.,  of  the  country  under  observation ;  and  lastly,  with  other  maps  of 
the  distribution  of  other  diseases  over  the  same  area,  and  of  the 
distribution  of  the  yield  of  such  crops  as  wheat,  a  plant  whose  habits 
and  peculiar  construction  I  have  shown  to  be  remarkable  exponents  of 
local  climates. 

In  1875,  whilst  my  first  folio  edition  was  going  through  the  press, 
the  Registrar-General  of  Scotland  issued  his  Supplement  to  the  Annual 
Reports  for  the  ten  years  1861-1870,  which  contained  a  summary  of  the 
deaths  in  each  of  the  thirty -three  counties  during  that  period  from 
heart  disease,  phthisis,  and  cancer ;  he  did  not,  however,  take  the 
precaution  of  separating  the  sexes,  or  of  giving  the  number  of  deaths 
and  the  mean  poj)ulations  at  each  age-period.  It  enabled  me,  how- 
ever, to  extend  my  inquiries  and  to  construct  sketch  maps,  although 
very  imperfect  ones,  of  the  distribution  of  the  above  causes  of  death  in 
that  part  of  Great  Britain. 

I  will  now  give  an  outline  of  what  has  been  achieved  in  the  medical 
geography  of  England  and  Wales. 

Heart  Disease.  —  The  first  map  constructed  was  that  of  the  geo- 
graphical distribution  of  heart  disease  and  dropsy  during  1851-1860, 
amongst  a  mean  population  of  18,996,916,  or  9,278,742  males  and 
9,718,174  females,  distributed  over  630  registration  districts,  amongst 
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whom  had  occurred  236,973  deaths  from  this  cause,  of  whom  109,527 
were  males  and  127,446  females. 

As  the  annual  death-rates  from  this  cause  were  found  to  differ  only 
as  11  "8  (males)  to  13"1  (females),  a  careful  study  of  the  death-rates  of 
the  two  sexes  in  each  district  was  made :  the  difference  in  the  mortality 
attributable  to  sex  was  found  too  small  to  necessitate  two  maps, 
especially  as  the  organ  affected  was  common  to  both.  The  map,  there- 
fore, represented  the  deaths  of  both  sexes,  namely,  236,973,  or  nearly 
a  quarter  of  a  million,  and  at  all  ages.  The  districts  having  a  mortality 
from  heart  disease  ahove  the  average  of  the  whole  country  (12"0  to  every 
10,000  living)  were  coloured  in  shades  of  hlue,  the  darkest  blue  repre- 
senting the  highest  mortality ;  and  those  having  death-rates  helm  the 
average  were  coloured  red  in  different  shades,  the  darkest  red  representing 
the  lowest  mortality. 

A  map  was  constructed  and  coloured  in  accordance  with  the  above 
scale,  which  ranged  from  4-6 — the  lowest  rate— to  19-21,  the  highest 
annual  death-rates  to  every  10,000  males  and  females  living  in  each 
registration  district  during  the  ten  years  1851-1860. 

The  Map  of  Heart  Disease.  —  When  a  map  of  the  630  districts  in 
England  and  Wales  is  coloured  on  such  a  scale,  and  each  separate 
district  coloured  with  a  shade  of  blue  or  red  according  to  its  death-rate, 
it  will  be  found  that  instead  of  the  map  presenting  the  appearance  of 
a  "  crazy-patchwork,"  it  will  be  characterised,  according  to  the  disease 
chartographed,  by  groups  of  red  and  blue  districts,  which  suggest  at 
once  to  the  observer  that  some  unknown  general  condition  gives  a 
certain  measure  of  uniformity  to  the  forms  and  positions  of  the  groups 
he  sees  before  him. 

The  observer  must  now  compare  the  disease-map,  and  its  remarkable 
groups  of  high  and  low  mortality,  with  a  good  map  of  the  physical 
geography  of  the  same  country — such  as  that  constructed  by  the  late 
Sir  A.  C.  Eamsay  (Stanford)  —  and  carefully  note  each  physical 
feature  represented  on  it  with  each  group  of  high  and  low  mortality. 
This  will  prove  an  easier  task  than  at  first  it  appears  to  be,  for  every 
country,  even  the  smallest  islands,  have  their  water-partings  and 
river-catchment  basins,  their  ridges  of  high  ground,  and  their  valleys 
in  the  lower,  through  which  the  rivers  and  their  tributaries  take  their 
courses  to  the  ocean  or  some  inland  sea.  Throughout  Great  Britain 
these  river-catchment  basins  have  been  well  defined  on  excellent  maps 
which  help  the  student  at  every  step  of  his  investigation.  In  the  case 
of  heart  disease  the  first  glance  at  the  two  maps  will  disclose  the 
following  remarkable  coincidences  : — (1)  The  east  coast  of  England  and 
the  west  coast  of  Wales — in  fact,  those  parts  of  the  country  most  exposed 
to  the  force  of  the  sea-winds— -are  characterised  by  almost  continuous 
groups  of  low  mortality  (red).  (2)  Wherever  on  the  physical  map  the 
outlets  and  courses  of  the  large  rivers  are  seen  to  have  their  axes 
corresponding  in  direction  with  the  prevailing  winds  —  such  as  the 
south-west  and  north-east — groups  of  low  mortality  are  observed  on  the 
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disease-map  invariably  to  extend  far  into  the  country,  as  in  the 
cases  of  the  Tyne,  the  Tees,  the  Humber,  the  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  rivers, 
the  Thames,  the  Severn  and  Avon,  the  Welsh  rivers,  the  Mersey,  the 
"Westmorland  and  Cumberland  rivers.  On  the  other  hand,  (3)  wherever 
the  trends  or  axes  of  the  rivers  are  more  or  less  at  such  angles  to  the 
courses  of  the  prevailing  winds  as  to  preclude  their  free  access,  and  force 
them  to  blow  over  their  valleys  instead  of  sweeping  up  through  them, 
there  on  the  disease-map  we  see  groups  of  high  mortality  (blue).  In 
the  latter  instance  the  river  valley  systems  are  imperfectly  air-flushed, 
as  in  Hampshire,  Dorsetshire,  Devonshire,  Herefordshire,  and  other 
districts  where  the  axes  of  the  rivers  are  opposed  to  perfect  ventilation 
by  the  prevailing  and  other  winds. 

The  exceptions  to  the  littoral  groups  of  low  mortality  are  found  to 
be  in  those  districts  characterised  on  the  physical  map  by  high  pre- 
cipitous and  rock-bound  coasts,  which  protect  the  land  to  the  leeward, 
and  thus  offer  barriers  to  air-flushing.  Coincident  with  these  conditions 
are  groups  of  districts  of  high  mortality  (blue),  as  in  Northumberland, 
the  North  Eiding,  Somersetshire,  and  Devonshire.  With  these  facts 
before  us  we  begin  to  understand  the  importance  of  the  characters  of  the 
foreshores  of  a  country ;  for  in  studying  the  two  maps  in  detail,  district 
by  district,  we  are  constantly  meeting  with  the  coincidences  of  flat 
foreshores  and  low  mortality,  and  precipitous  foreshores  and  high 
mortality,  which  are  in  harmony  with  the  low  mortality  of  the  well- 
flushed  valleys  and  the  high  mortality  of  those  imperfectly  ventilated. 

Since  the  above  results  were  obtained  I  have  visited  all  the  highest 
mortality  districts,  and  found  that  great  prevalence  of  endemic 
rheumatism  in  one  form  or  other  coincided  with  the  heavy  death-rates 
from  heart  disease.  I  have  also  mapped  out  the  data  for  1861-1870, 
and  found  that  the  distribution  of  high  and  low  mortality  groups  during 
the  second  corresponds  with  those  of  the  first  decennium.  During  the 
ten  years  1861-1870  the  mean  population  amounted  to  10,417,596 
males  and  10,971,649  females,  of  whom  died  from  heart  disease  136,531 
males  and  151,916  females,  equal  to  a  total  mortality  of  288,447,  which, 
added  to  the  mortality  from  this  cause  during  the  first  period,  brings  the 
total  mortality  to  more  than  half  a  million  deaths  spread  over  twenty 
years  (525,420),  and  enables  us  to  formulate  the  proposition:  (a)  That 
throughout  England  and  Wales  low  mortality  from  heart  disease  is  found 
in  all  those  districts  where  the  valley-systems  are  open  to  the  free  air- 
flushing  by  the  prevailing  and  other  sea-winds  ;  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
high  mortality  is  found  in  all  those  districts  with  protected  valley-systems, 
the  river-courses  of  which  are  at  such  angles  as  to  preclude  free  air-flush- 
ing, and  to  force  the  winds  to  blow  over  instead  of  up  through  them. 
Such  unventilated  valleys  are  equivalent  to  the  "  stuffij  hollows"  which  the 
experience  of  Hippocrates  taught  him  to  denounce,  and  which,  as  I 
found  by  another  investigation  even  in  such  a  fertile  county  as  Devon, 
were  incapable  of  producing  a  wheat-yield  above  twenty-one  bushels  per 
acre,  the  average  for  England  and  Wales  being  twenty-nine  bushels. 
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We  now  proceed  to  the  medical  geography  of  a  totally  difi'erent 
cause  of  death — cancer ;  and  as  this  disease  is  twice  as  prevalent  among 
females  as  among  males,  we  shall  confine  ourselves  to  its  distribution 
amongst  that  sex. 

Cancer. — During  the  ten  years  1851-1860,  amongst  the  female 
population  above  stated  (9,718,714),  there  occurred  throughout  England 
and  Wales  42,137  deaths  at  all  ages  from  this  cause, — a  death-i'ate 
equal  to  4"33  to  every  10,000  females  living;  whereas  amongst  the  male 
population  (9,278,742)  there  occurred  only  18,059  deaths  at  all  ages, 
equal  to  an  annual  death-rate  of  1"94  to  every  10,000  living,  or  less 
than  half  that  for  the  other  sex.  The  scale  represents  the  usual  six 
degrees  of  mortality,  those  above  the  average  in  shades  of  hlue,  and 
those  helow  in  shades  of  red,  representing  different  annual  death-rates — 
the  lowe&t  between  1-2  to  every  10,000  living  {darkest  red),  and  the 
highest  6-7  {darkest  blue).  The  scale  for  deaths  among  females  at  and 
above  thirty-five  years  of  age  ranged  for  the  same  period  from  below 
10  to  18  and  upwards. 

A  map  of  the  630  registration  districts  of  England  and  Wales  so 
coloured  according  to  the  mortality  at  all  ages,  or  at  and  above  thirty- 
five  years  of  age,  presents  certain  well-defined  groups  of  high  (blue)  and 
low  (red)  mortality  as  in  the  case  of  heart  disease,  but  differs  from  this 
in  certain  important  features. 

If  we  place  such  a  map  by  the  side  of  the  one  of  physical  geography, 
we  shall  find  that  the  highest  mortality  groups  cluster  around  the  lower 
courses  of  fully-formed  rivers  that  seasonally  flood  their  riparial  districts, 
from  the  Tweed  to  the  Thames  on  the  east  coast,  and  from  the  Stour  to 
the  Tamar  on  the  south,  whilst  along  the  west  coast  of  England  and 
Wales,  Avith  the  exception  of  the  districts  watered  by  the  North  Devon 
Taw,  the  Severn,  the  Dee,  and  the  Eden,  low  mortality  predominates. 
On  the  east  coast  we  see  the  lower  courses  of  the  Tweed,  the  Tyne, 
the  Swale,  the  Derwent,  the  Humber,  the  Witham,  the  Ouse,  the 
Yare,  the  Stour,  and  the  Thames,  all  characterised  by  groups  of  high 
mortality.  We  see  similar  groups  surrounding  the  lesser  rivers  of 
the  south  coast ;  and  among  the  rivers  emptying  themselves  into  the 
Bristol  Channel  we  have  the  notable  examples  of  the  Severn  and  Avon 
marked  by  groups  of  high  death-rates,  and  farther  north  the  rivers 
Dee  and  Eden.  So  far  the  map  of  physical  geography  will  aid  us  up 
to  a  certain  point  as  regards  the  high  mortality  groups ;  but  when  Ave 
proceed  to  discuss  those  of  low  mortality  we  find  that  we  must  have 
recourse  to  a  geological  map  of  England  and  Wales,  such  as  Green- 
hough's,  although  in  the  final  stages  of  our  Avork  Ave  must  study  each 
district  and  each  parish  separately  side  by  side  Avith  the  maps  of  the 
Geological  Survey.  For  this  purpose  the  Sanitary  County  Diagrams,  on 
a  4-miles  to  the  inch  scale,  are  very  useful,  especially  as  an  index  map 
of  the  geology  of  Great  Britain  is  being  published  by  the  Geological 
Survey  on  the  same  scale.  On  comparing  the  Ioav  mortality  groups  of 
districts  Avith  the  same  areas  in  the  geological  and  physical  maps,  Ave 
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shall  find  that  they  correspond  with  the  most  elevated  tracts  of  country — 
tracts  -where  floods  are  rare  or  temporary  ;  in  fact,  the  lowest  mortality 
groups  follow  the  courses  of  the  water-partings,  whilst  the  highest,  as 
we  have  seen,  are  to  be  found  in  the  lowest  and  most  frequently  flooded 
valleys.  The  geological  map  further  informs  us  that  the  areas  covered  by 
the  lowest  mortality  groups  correspond  with  areas  of  the  older  rocks,  such 
as  the  Cambrian,  Silurian,  and  Mountain  Limestone  ;  whereas  the  highest 
mortality  areas  are  coincident  with  the  more  recent  formations,  especially 
when  they  consist  of  days,  such  as  the  Oxford,  Lias,  Gault,  Wealden, 
London,  and  the  still  more  recent  alluvial. 

We  are  therefore  able  to  summarise  the  above  facts  in  this  pro- 
position :  that  the  cancer  fields  in  England  and  "Wales  are  found  in  the 
sheltered  and  low-lying  vales,  traversed  by  fully-formed  and  seasonally 
flooded  rivers,  and  composed  of  the  more  recent  argillaceous  formations  ; 
and  that  the  districts  having  the  lowest  death-rates  from  this  cause 
occupy  the  more  elevated  areas  composed  of  the  oldest  rocks,  amongst 
which  the  limestone  areas  are  coincident  with  the  very  lowest  mortalitj\ 

Phthisis  among-  Females. — Li  studying  the  distribution  of  phthisis 
we^hall  again  have  recourse  to  the  map  of  physical  geography.  We 
have  now  to  deal  with  populations  having  in  their  midst  an  indefinite 
number  of  individuals  bearing  in  their  lungs  the  bacillus  tuberculosis  of 
Koch.  In  every  district  there  are  males  and  females  acting  as  hosts  to 
this  parasite ;  and  clinical  observation  tells  us  that  such  individuals  are 
at  all  times  liable  to  fatal  disease  when  exposed  to  certain  persistent 
causes  of  irritation  and  subsequent  inflammation  of  the  lung  tissue  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  parasitic  colonies.  Amongst  these  are  sudden 
chills  from  exposure  to  cold  when  heated,  or  to  more  protracted  chills 
from  dampness  of  clothing.  But  there  is  another  source  of  irritation 
of  the  delicate  mucous  membrane  of  the  lungs  ending  too  frequently  in 
inflammation  and  suppuration  of  the  lung  tissue,  namely,  exposure  to 
the  force  of  strong  winds  from  the  sea.  We  all  know  the  almost 
instantaneous  eff"ects  of  exposure  to  such  winds  even  among  the 
healthiest  and  strongest,  as  evidenced  by  watering  of  the  eyes  and 
running  at  the  nose,  signs  of  temporary  catarrh,  which  too  frequently 
extends  to  the  lungs,  and  there,  in  the  consumptive,  arouses  the  fatal 
activity  of  the  hitherto  dormant  tubercle  bacillus. 

Now  of  the  9,718,174  females  who  lived  during  the  ten  years  1851- 
1860  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  million  died  from  phthisis  pulmonalis 
(269,618),  —  the  scale  of  six  degrees  ranging  from  17-20,  the  lowest 
(darkest  red),  to  37-40,  the  highest  (darkest  blue). 

Remembering  what  the  heart  disease  map  taught  as  to  the  eff'ect 
of  the  prevailing  sea  -  winds  blowing  up  through  and  air-flushing  the 
valleys  lying  in  this  direction,  we  shall  have  no  difficulty  in  re- 
cognising the  areas  most  exposed  to  the  force  of  the  sea-winds ;  and 
on  the  contrary,  those  other  areas  that  are  so  shut  in  by  barriers  to 
their  free  access  as  to  form  unventilated  hollows,  in  which  those  with 
damaged  lungs  find  protection  from  their  force  and  other  qualities  of 
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the  sea  gales  which  render  them  injurious  to  lungs  which  are  either 
morbidly  sensitive  or  already  invaded  by  the  bacillus  of  Koch.  Thus 
along  the  coast  of  the  eastern  counties,  and  far  inland  from  the  low 
foreshores,  we  observe  a  large  and  imjjortant  group  of  high  mortality 
districts.  This  area  in  the  heart  disease  map  is  characterised  by  an 
equally  large  group  of  low  death-rates.  Again,  along  the  coast  of 
Wales,  up  to  its  central  ridge  or  back-bone,  is  another  large  group  of 
very  high  mortality  Avhich  corresponds  to  the  large  group  of  loio 
mortality  from  heart  disease.  Again,  along  with  the  low-lying  north- 
western foreshore  and  far  inland — an  area  well  exposed  to  the  sea- 
winds,  especially  to  those  from  the  north-west — and  that  which  on  the 
heart  disease  map  showed  a  .low  mortality,  is,  however,  in  this  phthisis 
map  coloured  in  the  darker  shades  of  blue,  indicating  a  very  high 
mortality  from  the  latter  cause.  On  the  other  hand,  the  low  mortality 
groups  of  phthisis  are  to  be  found  on  the  leeward  side  of  the  Welsh  back- 
bone where  the  air  is  purest,  but  robbed  of  its/ora,  which  had  been  broken 
on  the  windward  side  of  the  mountains  where  the  highest  mortality  pre- 
vailed. Again,  if  we  study  the  low  mortality  groups  along  the  north-east 
coast  of  Yorkshire  and  Northumberland,  we  shall  find  that  these  areas 
are  protected  by  the  precipitous  cliffs  of  the  coast  lines  from  the  full  force 
of  the  sea-winds.  If  we  now  take  the  protected  Thames  valley,  where 
so  much  rheumatism,  heart  disease,  and  cancer  prevail,  we  shall  find 
another  large  group  of  low  mortality  from  phthisis,  notwithstanding  the 
dampness  of  the  climate  arising  from  clays  and  floods. 

If  we  now  comjDare  the  phthisis  and  cancer  maps,  we  shall  become 
aware  of  the  strong  contrast  that  one  bears  to  the  other.  As  a  rule, 
where  high  mortality  groups  {jAue)  are  found  in  the  one,  low  mortality 
groups  (ra?)  are  seen  in  the  other,  and  vice  versa ;  this  arises  from  the 
fact  that  cancer  prevails  in  the  deep,  low-lying,  well-protected  river- 
valleys,  where  the  force  of  the  sea-winds  is  mitigated.  If  we  now 
examine  the  low  mortality  groups  of  cancer  we  shall  find  them  on  the 
high,  dry  Palaeozoic  and  much-exposed  formations,  where  phthisis  pre- 
vails. 

The  propositions  as  regards  the  distribution  of  heart  disease,  cancer, 
and  phthisis  laid  down  for  England  and  AVales  are  equally  applicable 
to  those  causes  of  death  in  North  Britain. 

The  benefits  to  be  derived  from  this  study,  which  is  far  too  vast  to  be 
adequately  handled  within  the  space  of  this  article,  are  of  a  two- 
fold character.  To  the  medical  practitioner  the  maps  are  guides  in  his 
consulting  room,  which  enable  him  to  avoid  recommending  places  unfit 
for  the  relief  of  the  several  diseases  under  discussion.  With  such  maps 
before  him,  he  would  hardly  recommend  a  member  of  a  cancerous  family 
to  reside  in  a  low-lying,  oft-flooded  argillaceous  district;  or  of  a 
phthisical  family  to  take  up  his  abode  where  he  would  be  exposed  to 
the  full  force  of  strong  sea-winds  ;  or  a  rheumatic  person  with  threatened 
heart  aff"ection  to  continue  living  in  the  stuff'y,  unventilated  hollows 
first  described  by  Hippocrates. 
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Secondly,  the  maps  will  direct  the  bacteriologist  to  the  localities 
where  the  several  diseases  prevail,  and  to  the  soils  that  seem  to  favour 
or  to  repress  the  vitality  and  distribution  of  pathogenic  parasites. 
We  have  yet  to  discover  the  microbe  that  determines  the  rheumatism 
which  ends  in  heart  disease,  and  seems  to  be  scattered  by  air-flushing 
winds,  and  accumulated  in  the  supra-soil  atmosphere  of  pent-up  valleys. 

Alfred  Haviland. 
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PART  I.— GENERAL  SURVEY  OF  THE  PROCESS  OF  INFLAMMATION 

Chapter  1. — Introduction 

Definition  of  Inflammation.  - —  It  is  usual  to  begin  the  description  of 
a  morbid  process  hy  defining  that  process.     In  the  case  of  inflamma- 

'  The  following  article  is  an  attempt  to  bring  into  order  the  very  numerous  recent 
lesearches  upon  the  intiamniatory  process,  and  to  show  whither  they  appear  to  tend  ;  it 
pretends  in  no  wise  to  be  a  complete  treatise  upon  the  development  of  our  knowledge  of 
the  subject.  Space  alone  has  forbidden  that  I  should  trace  the  full  history.  I  would 
therefore  strongly  urge  that  as  a  corrective  other  works  be  consulted  in  which  the  earlier 
theories  are  treated  at  length  ;  more  especially  would  I  recommend  (as  throwing  light  upon 
the  progress  of  our  knowledge)  Professor  Burdon  Sanderson's  article  upon  Inflammation  in 
Holmes's  System  of  Surgery. 
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tion,  however,  we  have  to  deal  with  a  process  so  complex,  so  modified  by 
modifications  of  the  many  factors  involved,  and  so  variable  in  its  manifesta- 
tions according  to  the  variety  of  its  causes  and  the  region  of  incidence, 
that  the  attempt  to  define  it  has  proved  a  pitfall  to  pathologist  after 
pathologist ;  moreover,  to  advance  a  definition  of  the  process  at  the  begin- 
ning of  this  article  in  terms  differing  to  any  considerable  extent  from 
those  employed  by  previous  writers,  would  demand  a  criticism  of  the  many 
previous  attempts ;  and  in  order  that  the  definition  put  forward  be  duly 
supported,  would  necessitate  an  essay  covering  the  whole  field  aljout  to 
be  traversed.  I  shall  then  leave  definition  to  the  end,  until  I  have 
marshalled  my  facts,  and  have  lirought  into  line  all  that  appears  to  me 
necessary  for  a  correct  understanding  of  the  process.  The  definition 
must  be  the  summing  up  of  the  subject,  not  the  introduction  thereto. 

Use  of  the  Name. — Yet,  in  the  meantime,  inasmuch  as  divergent 
views  are  held  of  the  limitations  of  the  use  of  the  name  inflammation,  a 
few  words  of  introduction  are  advisable. 

Two  courses  are  before  us  :  either  to  employ  the  name  strictly  in 
accordance  with  the  primitive  definition,  and  thus  only  to  include  as 
cases  of  inflammation  those  states  in  which  there  are  present  redness, 
swelling,  heat  and  pain,  rigidly  excluding  all  cases  in  which  these  cardinal 
symptoms  are  not  present ;  or,  on  the  other  hand,  departing  from 
tradition,  to  include  as  inflammations  all  those  morbid  processes  which 
seem  to  have  a  cause  and  progress  inseparable  from  and  merging 
into  the  cause  and  progress  of  the  state  characterised  by  the  classical 
symptoms.  The  first  course  is  impossible ;  it  is  as  though  one  were  to 
declare  that  red  phosphorus  is  not  phosphorus  because  in  externals 
generally  it  does  not  agree  with  the  definition  of  the  yellow  form  made 
years  before  the  allotropic  modification  was  discovered.  We  are  now 
well  agreed  that  of  the  classical  symptoms,  one,  two  or  three  may  be  un- 
recognisable, and  in  fact  absent ;  and  yet  the  condition  of  inflammation 
be  undoubtedly  present. 

The  second  is  the  only  possible  course,  that,  namely,  Avhich  associates 
all  those  states  which  under  suitable  conditions  may  result  in  the  pro- 
duction of  the  four  classical  symptoms,  and  moreover  originate  from  a 
common  cause.  Holding  this  view,  it  will  in  the  meantime  be  well  for 
me,  in  order  to  afford  a  starting-point  for  the  description  and  discus- 
sion of  the  subject,  to  select  from  the  many  definitions  one  which  is 
based  not  on  symptomatology,  but  upon  aetiology,  and  indicates  a  common 
origin  for  all  cases  of  inflammation.  I  would  select  that  which  in  this 
country  has  received  the  most  cordial  support,  the  definition  given  by 
Professor  Burdon  Sanderson  in  his  well-known  article  in  Holmes's  System 
of  Surgery :  "  The  process  of  inflammation  is  the  succession  of  changes 

1  A  course  allied  to  this  bas  found  favour  of  late  years  among  sundry  surgical  patholo- 
gists, who  would  limit  the  use  of  the  term  to  those  cases  and  those  only  in  which  the  classical 
symptoms,  or  the  majority  thereof,  are  present  and  associated  with  suppuration, — they  urge 
with  HUter  that  inflammation  only  occurs  when  pyogenic  micro-organisnvs  are  present,  and 
state  that  when  a  wound  heals  aseptically  it  heals  without  iuflammation.  This  modified 
course  is  equally  impossible  ;  pyogenesis  must  not  be  confounded  with  inflammation. 
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which  occurs  in  a  living  tissue  when  it  is  injured,  provided  that  the  injury- 
is  not  of  such  a  degree  as  at  once  to  destroy  its  structure  and  vitality." 
This  definition  includes  too  much.  The  hajmorrhage  that  occurs  in 
the  liver  when  it  is  injured,  and  the  changes  that  there  occur  in  the 
extravasated  red  corpuscles,  are  scarcely  to  be  classed  among  inflam- 
matory phenomena ;  the  atrophic  changes  which  occur  in  the  retina,  when 
through  injury  it  becomes  detached,  are  due  mainly  to  malposition  and 
disuse  rather  than  to  the  primary  trauma.  But,  as  Dr.  Burdon 
Sanderson  has  pointed  out,  the  definition  has  this  great  advantage, 
that  stating  the  cause,  it  clearly  recognises  inflammation  as  a  process 
and  not  as  a  state.  The  external  manifestations  of  this  process  under 
favourable  conditions — where  the  region  injured  is  a  loose  and  vascular 
tissue,  and  where  the  injury  is  sufficiently  severe  or  extensive — are  red- 
ness, swelling,  and  heat  with  pain  :  redness  from  the  congestion  of  the 
vessels ;  swelling  from  the  exudation  of  fluid  and  corpuscles  from  the 
congested  vessels ;  heat  from  the  increased  amount  of  blood  in  the  region, 
and  pain  from  the  pressure  upon  and  irritation  of  the  terminations  of  the 
nerves  in  the  region.  To  these  four  symptoms  may  be  added  a  fifth, 
tlisturbance  of  function  brought  about  by  this  departure  from  the 
normal  condition  of  the  region.  Under  unfavourable  conditions^ — where 
the  region  injured  is  dense  or  less  vascular,  or  where  the  injury  is  less 
severe — one  or  all  of  these  symjjtoms  may  seem  wanting ;  nevertheless 
a  minute  examination  of  the  tissues  will  show  the  same  succession  of 
changes  as  in  the  former  case. 


Chapter  2. — The  Comparative  Pathology  of  Inflammation 

Accepting,  then,  this  working  definition,  in  order  to  arrive  at  a  due 
comj^rehension  of  the  succession  of  changes  which  we  take  to  constitute 
the  inflammatory  jjrocess,  it  will  be  well  with  Metschnikoft"^  to  institute  a 
series  of  observations  upon  the  reaction  to  injury  exhibited  throughout 
the  animal  kingdom  from  the  lowest  forms  upwards  to  man.  By  this 
means  we  shall  be  enabled  to  determine  what  factors  in  the  inflammatory 
process  are  from  their  constancy  of  jjrimary  importance  ;  what  are  com- 
mon and  essential,  and  what  are  superadded  in  the  higher  animals. 

The  Response  to  Injury  among  the  PFOtozoa. — Beginning  our 
study  with  the  lowest  and  simplest  forms  of  life  —  forms  so  lowly 
that  they  have  been  regarded  both  as  animals  and  as  plants — we  find  even 
here  phenomena  accompanying  the  reaction  to  injury  which  throw  light 
upon  the  inflammatory  process  as  seen  in  the  higher  animals.  Taking  as 
an  example  the  amoeba,  we  find,  in  the  first  place,  that  the  nucleus  plays  an 

^  The  succeeding  paragraphs  are  of  necessity  very  Largely  an  epitome  of  sundry  portions 
of  M.  Metschnikolf's  most  pregnant  work  upon  the  comparative  patliology  of  iufiammation. 
By  comparing  tliem  witli  tlie  work  in  question,  it  will,  howe\'er,  be  seen  that  they  depart  from 
it  in  several  points  ;  more  especially  in  dwelling  upon  the  extracellular  activity  of  the 
wandering  cells,  and  in  bringing  more  prominently  forward  the  response  to  injury  ou  the 
part  of  the  fixed  cells. 
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important  part  in  this  reaction.  If,  as  Metschnikoff  has  shown,  one  of 
the  larger  amoebse  be  cut  in  two,  the  region  of  injury  becomes  rapidly 
indistinguishable — the  protoplasm  of  each  moiety  closes  up,  leaving  no 
mark  or  scar  :  but  of  the  two  parts,  that  which  retains  the  nucleus  grows 
and  proliferates ;  the  other  disintegrates  in  a  longer  or  shorter  time.  Or 
injury  may  induce  changes  in  the  protoplasm  of  the  entire  amoeba  :  thus. 
Miss  Greenwood  points  out  that,  without  necessarily  bringing  about  death, 
the  interrupted  current  or  an  acjueous  solution  of  thymol  leads  to  a 
process  of  exudation  or  extrusion  of  clear  hyaline  spheres,  or  of  spheres 
holding  crystals  and  granules,  from  the  surface  of  the  organism — a  pro- 
cess resembling  that  occasionally  seen  in  the  cells  of  an  inflammatory 
area  in  higher  animals.  Nor  is  this  all ;  apart  from  changes  in  the 
structure  of  these  unicellular  animals,  differences  may  be  seen  in  the 
behaviour  of  amoebse  towards  foreign  bodies.  It  would  seem,  according 
to  Le  Dant6c,  that  amoebge  ingest  non-irritating  foreign  substances  indiff"er- 
ently,  provided  they  be  sufficiently  small.  Around  each  particle  so 
ingested  a  vacuole  is  formed,  and  the  fluid  in  this  becomes  increasingly 
acid,  and  at  the  same  time  digestive.  Krukenberg,  Reinke  and  Miss 
Greenwood  have  conclusively  proved  these  and  similar  food  vacuoles  in  the 
amoeba  and  other  Protozoa  to  contain  a  pepsine  or  digestive  ferment, 
which,  as  Le  Dantec  has  shown  by  very  delicate  tests,  exerts  its  action  in 
an  acid  medium  (the  general  protoplasm  of  the  cell  body  being  alkaline) ; 
this  digestive  process  leads  to  the  solution  of  food  stuff's,  preparing 
them  to  be  taken  up  by  the  protoplasm  of  the  organism.  If  the  foreign 
substances  be  incapable  of  digestion  they  are  sooner  or  later  extruded. 
It  is  by  this  formation  of  digestive  vacuoles  that  the  amoeba  acts  upon 
and  destroys  bacteria,  diatoms,  and  other  microbes  ingested  by  it.  There 
are,  however,  microbic  forms  around  which  it  would  seem  that  no  proper 
vacuolation  is  developed,  or  if  developed,  the  acid  digestive  fluid  is 
neutralised  by  substances  discharged  from  the  parasites ;  where  this  is 
the  case,  instead  of  destruction  there  is  continuance  of  vitality  and  actual 
multiplication  of  the  invading  or  parasitic  form,  leading  to  the  eventual 
death  of  the  amoeba.  Metschnikoff"  has  observed  this  chain  of  events  in 
one  of  the  amoebse,  which  ingests  and  becomes  the  host  of  a  minute 
rounded  form,  the  Microsphsera.  Phenomena  of  like  nature  may  be 
observed  among  the  ciliate  and  flagellate  infusoria.  AYhile  these 
phenomena  may  primarily  be  regarded  as  the  method  employed  by  the 
Protozoa  for  the  assimilation  of  food  stuff's,  they  also  are  clearly  the 
means  whereby  the  Protozoa  defend  themselves  against  living  organisms 
which  have  gained  entrance  into  them,  and  thus  form  the  reaction  to 
possible  injury ;  for  when  in  certain  cases  the  means  of  defence  are 
overcome,  the  parasitic  organisms  gain  the  upper  hand  and  lead  to 
death. 

There  is  yet  another  reaction  to  injurious  influences  exhibited  by  the 
Protozoa  into  which  it  is  necessary  that  I  should  enter  at  some  length. 
This  is  exhibited  by  the  amoeba,  but  can  be  and  has  been  most  fully 
investigated  in  the  myxomycetes — multicellular  forms  which  can  with 
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equal  propriety  be  classed  as  animals  or  plants,  although  usually  they 
are  included  among  the  latter.  These  organisms  form  large  plasmodia 
(masses  of  protoplasm,  that  is),  in  which,  under  ordinary  conditions,  the 
nuclei  are  the  only  indication  of  the  individual  cells  which  by  their  fusion 
have  formed  the  masses.  They  are  to  be  met  with  in  leaf  mould,  and 
on  the  surface  of  moist  decaying  wood,  over  which  they  creep  with  an 
amoeboid  movement ;  and  inasmuch  as  they  may  attain  great  size — some 
species  attaining  twelve  inches  or  more  in  length — they  form  admirable 
material  for  biological  study. 

Ten  years  ago  Stahl,  investigating  one  of  these  myxomycetes  (the 
JEtlmlium  septkum,  an  organism  found  in  tan-pits),  showed  that  if  placed 
upon  a  moistened  surface  close  to  a  drop  of  infusion  of  oak  bark,  the 
Plasmodium  moved  actively  towards  and  into  the  infusion  ;  if  placed 
similarly  near  to  a  solution  of  glucose  (0'5  per  cent),  it  moved  with  equal 
rapidity  away,  and  so  also  in  the  case  of  solutions  of  various  salts.  These 
observations  of  Stahl  Avere  (if  Ave  except  Engelmann's  observations  in  1881 
ujion  the  tendency  of  sundry  bacteria  to  remove  from  regions  poor  in 
oxygen  to  those  where  oxygen  is  present  in  abundance)  the  first  of  a 
series  of  observations  upon  the  attraction  and  repulsion  of  plants  and 
portions  of  plants  by  chemical  substances.  To  this  property  Pfeffer,  Avho 
has  made  the  fullest  series  of  studies  upon  it,  has  given  the  name  of 
chemiotaxis,  in  place  of  Stahl's  narrower  "  trophotropism "  ;  and  one 
speaks  of  a  jjositive  or  a  negative  chemiotaxis  according  to  the  attrac- 
tion or  repulsion  exerted.  If,  as  Metschnikoff  has  pointed  out,  the 
advancing  edge  of  one  of  these  plasmodia  (of  Physarum)  be  injured  by 
cauterisation,  the  region  of  injury  dies  ;  the  protoplasmic  currents, 
which  had  been  advancing,  reverse  themselves  abruptly,  and  within 
an  hour  the  plasmodium  has  moved  away,  leaving  the  debris  of  the 
destroyed  region  behind.  These  experiments  are  so  simple,  and  the 
results  obtained  seem  so  natural,  that  it  may  be  asked  whether  it  be 
worth  while  to  attach  a  name  to  this  property  of  living  matter.  Yet  the 
name  is  in  itself  an  aid  to  bearing  these  properties  in  mind  ;  and,  as  will 
be  pointed  out  later,  the  recognition  of  them  is  of  material  help  in  solving 
certain  of  the  difficulties  that  present  themselves  in  the  study  of  inflam- 
mation in  the  higher  animals.  Among  these  myxomycetes  another  fact 
can  be  made  out.  Stahl  observed  that  the  plasmodium  of  Fuligo,  which 
at  first  moves  away  from  a  two  per  cent  solution  of  common  salt,  will 
after  a  time  (more  especially  if  it  has  suff'ered  from  lack  of  Avater)  ada^rt 
itself  to  the  solution,  advancing  its  pseudopodia  or  protoplasmic  jwocesses 
into  it.  "With  other  myxomycetes  the  same  adaptation  has  been  observed. 
That  is  to  say,  by  use  or  adaptation  a  negative  may  be  transformed  into 
a  positive  chemiotaxis.    To  this  change  I  shall  have  occasion  to  revert. 

The  Response  to  Injury  among  the  Metazoa. — Passing  from  the 
Protozoa  to  the  Metazoa,  Ave  reach  immediately  (or  almost  immedi- 
ately) a  series  of  beings  in  Avhich  the  division  of  labour  among 
the  cells  has  led  to  the  development  of  three  cell  layers — an  outer 
ectoderm,  an  inner  endoderm,  and  an  intermediate  layer  of  mesoderm. 
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Even  in  the  very  lowest  forms  among  the  Metazoa  it  is  noticeable 
that  of  these  three  layers  there  is  one,  the  mesoderm,  whose  cells 
have  the  especial  function  of  reacting  when  any  iri'itant  or  injiu'ious 
stimulation  is  applied  to  the  organism.  Taking  what  are  perhaps  the 
simplest  forms  in  which  to  observe  the  relationship  and  properties  of 
these  layers,  Metschnikoff  has'studied  these  results  of  injury  in  the  larval 
forms  of  astropecten  and  other  echinoderms.  At  one  well-recognisable 
stage  these  larvae  resemble  little  more  than  the  gastrula  stage  of  the 
erabryologist ;  the  endoderm  or  hypoblast  appears  as  a  cul-de-sac — an 
invagination  of  the  ectoderm  or  epiblast — while  the  mesoderm  is  repre- 
sented by  amoeboid  cells,  budded  off  from  the  endoderm,  lying  or  float- 
ing in  the  semiliquid  substance  filling  the  general  body  cavity.  The 
ectoderm  is  so  delicate  that  any  sharp  substance  can  readily  penetrate 
into  the  body  cavity ;  and,  when  this  happens,  it  is  noticeable  that  the 
Avandering  mesodermal  cells  make  their  way  to  the  foreign  body,  attach 
themselves  to  it,  and  fuse  into  plasmodial  masses,  thus  forming  a 
wall,  as  it  were,  around  the  invading  substance,  and  cutting  it  off  from 
the  general  body  system.  Here,  then,  in  an  organism  possessing  lieither 
nervous  nor  vascular  system,  the  reaction  to  injury,  where  that  injui-y 
has  not  been  sufficiently  intense  to  cause  destruction  of  the  outer  layer 
of  cells,  is  simply  and  solely  confined  to  the  wandering  cells  of  the 
body ;  there  is  no  effusion  of  fluid ;  there  is  not  necessarily  phagocytosis 
on  the  part  of  these  cells ;  any  digestive  and  destructive  action  on  their 
part — any  attempt  in  this  way  to  remove  the  foreign  body — must  then 
be  by  excretion,  hy  extracellular  action.  At  the  same  time,  this  fusion 
of  the  cells  and  formation  of  a  plasmodium  around  foreign  substances  of 
greater  diameter  than  the  individual  mesodermal  cells  may  be  looked 
upon  as  a  mechanism  whereby  the  equivalent  of  intracellular  digestion 
is  gained.  But,  as  among  these  low  forms  cases  occur  in  which,  without 
the  formation  of  plasmodia,  the  cells  perform  their  destructive  action 
ujjon  bodies  of  larger  size  than  themselves,  we  do  not  lack  examples  of 
what  must  be  considered  as  excretory  destructive  powers  on  their  part. 
That  these  cells  in  the  echinoderms  are  also  capable  of  destroying  minute 
foreign  bodies  by  intracellular  action,  that  is,  by  phagocytosis,  has  been 
demonstrated  in  the  larger  transparent  larval  form  known  as  Bipinnaria 
Asterigera ;  on  introducing  bacteria  under  its  ectoderm  the  mesodermal 
cells  are  seen  to  approach,  and  by  their  long  pseudopodia  to  adhere  to 
and  ingest  the  still  living  motile  bacteria,  which  are  rapidly  digested. 

Besides  this  reaction  to  injury  on  the  part  of  the  mesodermal  cells, 
a  further  response  is  exhibited  to  a  remarkable  degree  among  the 
lower  Metazoa — I  refer  to  the  great  power  of  regeneration  of  lost  parts, 
of  cell  proliferation  leading  to  the  reproduction  of  destroyed  regions. 
This  power  is  best  seen  in  the  classical  example  of  the  Hydra,  which 
may  be  cut  into  many  pieces,  each  one  of  which  is  capable  of 
growing,  so  that  in  a  relatively  short  time  it  becomes  a  fully-formed 
individual.  It  is  interesting  to  note,  in  relation  to  the  frequent  tend- 
ency towards  hyperplasia  and  excess  growth  following  upon  injury  in 
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the  higher  animals,  that  among  low  forms,  such  as  Hydra  and  Ceri- 
anthus,  the  same  tendency  is  yet  more  strongly  marked.  Thus,  as 
Loeb  points  out,  if  an  incision  be  made  in  the  stem  of  a  Hydra,  a 
whole  new  oral  pole,  provided  with  tentacles,  will  branch  out  from  the 
region  of  cell  destruction.  In  the  actinian  Cerianthus  the  process  is 
not  quite  so  extensive ;  yet  from  the  lower  lip  of  the  lateral  incision  a 
set  of  tentacles  develops  in  all  respects  similar  to  those  around  the 
mouth. 

Ascending  to  the  Worms,  we  find  that  the  protective  agency  devolves 
upon  mesodermal  cells  suspended  in  the  perivisceral  fluid,  and  again 
forming  the  peritoneal  endothelium.  We  arrive,  that  is  to  say,  at  a 
state  in  which  a  lymphatic  system  may  be  said  to  be  present ;  for  the 
spaces  in  which  the  free  corpuscles  lie  are  strictly  homologous  to  the 
lymph-containing  spaces  of  the  vertebrate  organism,  and  these  corpuscles 
may  be  regarded  as  lymph  corpuscles ;  the  jaeritoneal  endothelium  cor- 
responds with  the  mesodermal  peritoneal  endothelium  of  vertebrata. 

Among  the  annelids  the  process  of  reaction  to  injury  may  be  well 
followed  in  the  earth-worm  by  studying  the  sequence  of  changes  that 
occur  around  the  gregarines  which  infest  the  male  genital  organs. 
While  these  parasites  are  active  by  their  movements  they  prevent  the 
adhesion  of  the  wandering  cells  ;  but  so  soon  as  they  pass  into  the 
resting  stage  antecedent  to  spore  formation,  the  cells  form  a  thick  mass 
around  them.  The  parasite  on  its  part  forms  a  thick  cyst  wall ;  never- 
theless, it  may  not  unfrequently  be  observed  that,  despite  this  protection, 
the  parasite  changes  its  appearance  under  the  action  of  the  surround- 
ing Plasmodium,  and  in  fact  is  killed.  While  this  is  happening  no  change 
could  be  detected  by  Metschnikoff  in  the  neighbouring  blood-vessels  ; 
these  appear  to  remain  completel}^  inactive :  no  exudation  is  noticeable, 
nor  any  recognisable  change  in  volume. 

While  among  the  AVorms  a  well -developed  and  closed  vascular 
system  is  not  unfrequently  present,  in  other  animal  forms,  which  in 
most  respects  j^resent  a  nuich  more  complex  and  advanced  develop- 
ment, namely,  in  the  Arthrojiods  and  Tunicates,  this  is  not  the  case. 
In  these  the  blood  pours  from  the  tubular  heart  sooner  or  later  into  the 
lacunae  of  the  general  body  cavity ;  and  Avhether  veins  be  absent  (as 
is  most  usual)  or  present  (as  in  the  Cephalopods),  the  blood  is  sucked 
back  from  the  body  cavity  into  the  heart.  This  incomplete  circulation, ' 
interesting  as  it  is  in  connection  with  the  develoj^ment  of  the  vertebrate 
circulation,  is  interesting  also  from  the  fact  that  its  incompleteness 
in  these  large  and  widespread  classes  of  animals  prevents  reaction  to 
injury  from  being  associated  with  vascular  changes.  The  blood  in  these 
animals,  circulating  through  the  ramifications  of  the  body  cavity,  is 
evidently  a  mesodermal  fluid,  if  it  may  be  so  termed.  Its  corpuscles 
are  clearly  mesodermal ;  and  Avithout  going  into  full  details  as  to  the 
properties  of  these  corpuscles,  it  may  be  said  that  they  represent  an 
interesting  series  of  stages  in  the  subdivision  of  labour.  For  examj)le, 
as  Mr.  Hardy  has  shown  us  in  a  low  form  of  crustacean  like  Daphnia  (the 
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water  flea),  but  one  form  of  cell  is  present,  whereas  in  the  highly- 
developed  Astaciis  (the  cray-fish),  there  are  three  distinct  forms  of 
leucocytes  (no  red  corpuscles  being  present),  each  of  which  appears 
to  have  distinct  functions.  The  one  form  in  Daphnia  has  the  property 
of  taking  up  fat  globules  and  food  particles  from  the  alimentary 
tract,  foreign  particles,  such  as  granules  of  carmine  or  Indian  ink,  and 
the  spores  of  parasites  (Monospora,  Metschnikoff) ;  it  is  granulated,  con- 
taining minute  spherules  which  stain  with  basic  aniline  dyes  (basophile 
granules),  and  under  certain  circumstances  it  may  be  seen  to  explode 
with  lightning-like  rapidity.  In  the  higher  Astacus  there  are  in  the 
circulating  haemal  fluid  two  varieties  of  cells :  one  is  extraordinarily 
explosive ;  when  removed  from  the  body  cavity  it  gives  off  fine  blebs 
or  vesicles  of  its  substance  with  such  rapidity  that,  unless  the  greatest 
care  be  taken,  nothing  is  seen  of  the  cell  save  its  nucleus ;  this  form  is 
jihagocytic  :  the  other  form  is  far  more  stable,  and  is  loaded  with  large 
spherules  which  have  a  great  affinity  for  acid  dyes — they  are  eosino- 
philous — may  be  actively  extruded,  and  undergo  decomposition ;  these 
cells  never  act  as  phagocytes.  The  third  form,  with  basophile  gTanules, 
is  rarely  found  in  the  blood,  and  then  only  as  the  result  of  special 
stimuli ;  but  it  is  present  in  considerable  numbers  in  the  peculiar  tissue 
which  forms  a  sheath  around  certain  of  the  arteries — Haeckel's  "  Zell- 
gewebe " ;  this  form  is  phagocytic,  and  can  be  seen  to  contain  globules 
of  ingested  fat. 

As  Metschnikoff  demonstrated,  in  his  most  remarkable  study  upon  a 
disease  of  Daphnia  caused  by  the  entry  of  the  spores  of  a  yeastlike 
organism  (the  Monospora)  into  its  body  cavity,  its  one  form  of  leuco- 
cyte can  be  seen  to  react  swiftly  towards  the  spores ;  the  cells 
approach  them,  form  a  plasmodium  around  and  eventually  digest 
and  destroy  them.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  in  consequence  of  their  great 
numbers  or  the  relative  paucity  of  the  leucocytes,  certain  of  the  spores 
be  not  attacked  and  develop  uninterruptedly  into  mature  torulae,  the 
leucocytes  show  no  tendency  to  approach  them — in  fact,  their  neigh- 
bourhood leads  to  the  explosion  of  the  leucocytes — and  the  torulee, 
multiplying,  lead  to  the  death  of  the  organism.  Often,  again,  brown 
eschars  may  be  recognised  upon  the  transparent  carapace  of  a  Daphnia, 
clue  to  injuries  by  other  individuals ;  beneath  these  scars  are  to  be  found 
masses  of  leucocytes  which  remain  in  the  region  of  injury  until  the  cells 
of  the  tissue  have  proliferated,  and  there  is  complete  union  and  repair. 

In  addition,  then,  to  the  immediate  reparative  and  protective  re- 
action of  the  leucocytes,  there  is  exhibited  among  the  higher  invertebrata 
a  later  reaction  in  the  shape  of  proliferation  of  the  fixed  cells.  This 
proliferation,  while  not  so  extensive  as  among  the  lower  invertebrates, 
can  nevertheless  be  very  great ;  and  cells  of  all  forms,  whether  of  hypo- 
meso-  or  epiblastic  origin,  and  tissues  so  highly  developed  as  the  muscular 
and  nervous,  may  participate  in  it.  In  illustration  of  the  ample  power 
of  tissue  reproduction  after  injury  possessed  by  these  animals,  I  need  but 
mention  the  trite  examples  of  the  reproduction  of  the  hinder  segments 
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of  divided  worms,  and  in  crustaceans  the  restoration  of  injured  and  cast- 
ofF  claws  and  appendages. 

Many  more  instances  might  be  given  to  show  that  the  reaction  to 
injury  remains  essentially  a  reaction  on  the  part  of  the  wandering  and 
fixed  mesoblastic  cells  of  the  organism,  followed  in  sundry  cases  by 
proliferation  of  the  fixed  epi-,  meso-  and  hypoblastic  cells,  and  by  repair 
where  these  have  been  destroyed.  Although  these  arthropods,  molluscs 
and  tunicates  have  a  vascular  system,  yet,  inasmuch  as  this  is  open, 
its  changes,  if  they  occur,  could  scarcely  modify  the  inflammatory  process. 

The  Response  to  Injury  among-  the  Vertebpata. — If  now  we  pass  to 
the  vertebrates,  the  picture  jjresented  is  far  more  complex  :  not  only  do 
these  present  a  highly -developed  nervous  system,  but,  moreover,  the 
blood  is  enclosed  in  a  complete  vascular  system.  AVe  shall  now  consider 
at  length  the  results  of  an  injury  of  an  organ  in  one  of  these  higher 
animals. 


Chapter  3. — The  Main  Forms  of  the  Process  of  Acute  Inflam- 
mation IN  THE  Higher  Animals 

The  Experimental  Production  of  Inflammation  in  Non-Vascular 
Areas. — Let  us  begin  with  the  succession  of  changes  that  occm's  in  the 
simplest  case,  namely,  in  a  'non-vascular  area,  in  one  of  the  lowest  vertebrate 
forms  —  for  instance,  in  the  embryonic  axolotl  ten  to  fifteen  days 
old  ;  let  us  curarise  it,  and  apply  a  minute  crystal  of  silver  nitrate  to 
the  side  of  its  flattened  transparent  tail  fin,  washing  away  the  remains 
of  the  crystal  with  salt  solution  ;  or  again,  we  may  pass  into  the  tail 
a  small  needle  filled  mth  finely-powdered  carmine.  By  either  procedure 
a  certain  number  of  cells  is  destroyed.  The  neighbourhood  of  the 
injury  now  becomes  swollen  (it  may  be  by  imbibition  of  water  through 
the  wound),  and  the  surrounding  cells  tumefied,  vacuolated  and  less 
refractile.  This  is  the  first  stage — that  of  injury  and  modification  of  the 
surrounding  tissue.  In  a  little  time  a  few  wandering  cells  (leucocytes) 
approach  the  injured  region ;  by  the  next  day  these  are  present  in 
fair  numbers,  and  can  be  seen  to  have  taken  up  the  particles  of  carmine 
or  debris  of  the  destroyed  tissue.  This  is  the  second  stage — that  of 
immigration  of  leucocytes.  There  are  no  vessels  in  the  transparent  fin 
of  these  young  axolotls,  no  dilation  of  those  nearest  to  the  fin, 
and  no  diapedesis.  All  the  leucocytes  that  pass  to  the  part  are  pre- 
existing wandering  cells  of  the  connective  tissue, — a  fact  of  some  little 
importance  in  connection  with  the  origin  of  certain  of  the  pus  cells  in  the 
suppurative  process  of  higher  animals.  The  third  stage  is  that  of  repair, 
of  proliferation  of  the  injured  epithelium,  return  of  the  fixed  cells  of 
the  tissue  to  their  previous  state,  and  emigration  of  the  wandering  cells. 
A  very  similar  progress  of  events  occurs  if  the  experiment  be  repeated 
upon  the  tail  fin  of  the  young  newt.  The  same  rapid  alteration  in  the 
large  branched  connective  tissue  cells  (which  become  vacuolated  as  their 
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long  processes  are  drawn  in  and  shortened),  and  the  same  immigration 
of  motile  cells  from  the  surrounding  connective  tissue  are  to  be  seen ; 
but  here  we  now  find  the  earliest  evidence  of  vascular  participation,  for, 
according  to  MetschnikofF,  complete  arrest  of  the  circulation  may  occur 
in  the  nearest  vascular  loop.  By  the  next  day  the  parts  have  returned 
to  the  normal  condition. 

If  from  these  cases  we  pass  to  mild  inflammatory  disturbances 
affecting  the  non-vascular  regions  of  animals  far  higher  in  the  scale,  we 
again  discover  a  like  process  of  events.  For  this  purpose  the  cornea 
affords  an  excellent  opportunity  ;  in  health  it  is  absolutely  non-vascular  ; 
it  is  perfectly  transparent,  and  is  so  thin  that  it  can  readily  be  examined 
microscopically. 

The  cornea  of  mammalia,  and  indeed  of  veitebrates  in  general,  is 
formed  of  fibres  which  run  in  layers  parallel  to  the  surface.  These 
fibres,  while  roughly  arranged  side  by  side  and  parallel  to  one  another 
in  any  given  layer,  are  placed  at  an  angle  to  the  fibres  of  the  layers 
above  and  below.  Although  free  from  blood-vessels  the  cornea  is 
far  from  being  devoid  of  channels  along  which  lymph  freely  passes. 
Between  the  several  layers  there  exist  spaces  in  which  lie  the  flattened 
connective  tissue  cells  of  the  organ ;  and,  by  means  of  numerous  fine 
channels,  these  spaces  around  the  cells  are  connected  with  similar 
spaces  lying  anteriorly,  posteriorly  and  laterally.  Through  this  rich 
anastomosis  of  channels  there  is  a  free  flow  of  lymph.  These  channels 
are  really  continuations  of  the  body  cavity  of  the  animal ;  they  repre- 
sent, and  in  fact  play  the  same  part  as  the  single  body  cavity  of  such  a 
simple  form  as  the  larva  of  Astropecten,  while  the  cells  lying  in  the 
spaces  are  mesoblastic  cells  which  have  become  fixed. 

Few  studies  are  better  calculated  to  impress  the  investigator  with  a 
sense  of  the  depth  of  the  well  at  the  bottom  of  which  truth  lies,  than  a 
research  into  the  abundant  literature  dealing  with  observations  upon  the 
stages  of  the  inflammatory  process  as  it  occurs  in  the  cornea,  and  with 
the  deductions  therefrom.  One  after  another  the  adherents  to  succes- 
sive forms  of  inflammatory  belief  have  found  in  experiments  upon  this 
simple  tissue  ample  support  for  their  particular  creeds. 

Selecting  from  among  the  many  observations  those  which  have  stood 
the  ■  test  of  time,  I  will  begin  with  the  simplest,  and  pass  on  to  those 
dealing  with  an  increasing  intensity  of  the  inflammatory  process. 

If,  as  Senftleben  first  pointed  out,  the  centre  of  the  cornea  of  a 
rabbit  be  washed  with  a  strong  solution  of  zinc  chloride,  then,  in  favour- 
able cases,  although  the  epithelial  covering  be  gravely  injured,  there  may 
be  no  actual  rupture  of  the  outer  layers  of  the  tissue.  Such  a  cornea 
removed  twenty-four  hours  later  may  show  no  sign  of  migration  of 
leucocytes — no  sign,  again,  of  congestion  of  the  vessels  at  the  peri- 
phery. The  only  indications  of  injury  and  reaction  may  be  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  corneal  corpuscles  immediately  beneath  the  cauterised  area, 
and  the  appearance  of  a  zone  surrounding  this  in  which  the  corneal 
corpuscles  appear  enlarged,  distinct  and  tumefied.     The  process  may 
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continue  and  advance  insensibly  to  repair  without  the  intervention  of 
leucocytes ;  the  hypertrophying  cells  of  the  "  granular  '  zone  eventually 
undergoing  karyokinesis,  and  thus  by  multiplication  replacing  the  cor- 
puscles destroj'cd. 

Here,  then,  necrosis  and  new  growth  of  the  fixed  cells  of  the  tissue 
are  the  only  recognisable  factors  in  the  process  of  repair  of  injury.  It 
must  be  confessed  that  the  conditions  permitting  this  simplest  form  of 
reaction  are  of  rare  occuri'ence  ;  it  is  worthy  of  attention  that  they  can 
exist. 

By  a  slight  modification  of  the  preceding  conditions  another  factor 
may  be  brought  into  play.  If,  after  cauterisation  in  the  manner  above 
described,  a  break  be  made  into  the  cauterised  surface ;  or  if  again, 
■without  cauterisation,  a  little  of  the  corneal  tissue  be  removed,  then  in 
a  few  hours  a  small  Avhitish  opacity  is  to  be  noticed  within  the  corneal 
tissue  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  the  break  in  the  continuity,  and 
upon  examination  this  opacity  is  found  to  be  due  to  a  massing  of  small 
round  cells.  As  there  is  at  this  moment  no  sign  of  proliferation  of  the 
connective  tissue  cells  of  the  cornea,  these  newly-collected  cells  can  only 
be  leucocytes  ;  and  further  examination  of  their  properties  proves  them 
to  be  such  :  there  is,  however,  no  evidence  of  dilation  of  the  peripheral 
vessels,  no  indication  of  diapedesis  through  their  walls.  The  leucocytes, 
therefore,  can  only  have  entered  into  the  wound  from  the  cornea  itself 
and  from  the  conjunctiva  and  the  lachrymal  fluid  bathing  it.  In  this 
experiment  the  inflammatoiy  process  is  represented  by  destruction  of 
tissue  and  immigration  of  leucocytes,  followed  b}^  repair ;  neither  the 
vascvUar  nor  the  nervous  system  plays  any  part  in  it.  We  are  forced  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  leucocytes  have  massed  themselves  in  the 
injured  area  purely  on  their  own  initiative ;  and  that  there  must  be  an 
attraction,  a  chemiotaxis  or  chemiotropism,  leading  them  actively  to 
approach  the  region  of  cell  destruction. 

The  observations  made  upon  these  two  simple  cases  help  us  materi- 
ally to  understand  the  series  of  events  which  occur  in  more  intense 
inflammation  of  the  cornea,  such  as  that  produced  by  injuring  the  surface 
and  causing  the  entrance  into  the  injured  region  of  a  small  quantity 
of  a  pure  culture  of  the  Pyococcus  aureus.  This  may  be  accomplished 
by  injecting  the  culture  into  the  centre  of  the  healthy  cornea  by  means 
of  the  needle  of  a  Pravaz  syringe  (Jacobs).  The  micrococci  so  intro- 
duced grow  rapidly,  the  growth  so  extending  along  the  lymph  spaces 
that  a  branched  mass  of  the  microbes  is  produced,  having  the  ?>\iO\j  of 
inoculation  as  centre.  Around  the  gi'owth  as  it  extends  may  be  seen 
a  sharply-marked  area  in  which  the  corneal  corpuscles  show  evidences  of 
degeneration  ;  the  nuclei  stain  faintly,  and  the  corjiuscles,  speaking 
generally,  have  a  shrunken  appearance.  Hei'e,  again,  the  first  effect  of 
a  microbic,  as  of  a  simple  chemical  injury,  is  to  bring  about  degeneration 
of  the  fixed  cells  of  the  tissue.  "Within  eighteen  hours  the  zone  of  pro- 
lifei'ating  cocci  and  cell  degeneration  is  well  marked ;  and  now  the 
second  stage  begins  to  be  clearly  manifest,  namely,  the  determination 
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of  leucocytes  to  the  seat  of  injury.    Within  twenty-four  hours  there 
is  a  dense  packing  of  these  corj^uscles  around  the  central  degenerated 
area,  and  great  numbers  of  leucocytes  may  be  seen  converging  along  the 
lymph  spaces  from  the  periphery  of  the  cornea.    This  is  the  second  stage 
of  the  process,  the  first  stage  of  reaction  to  the  injury  inflicted  by  the 
invading  micro-organisms.    If,  as  by  Cohnheim  ^  in  his  original  experi- 
ments upon  the  injury  to  the  cornea,  more  careful  examination  be  made 
into  the  stages  of  the  determination  of  leucocytes,  it  can  be  seen  that  this 
determination  is  closely  related  to  changes  set  up  in  the  vessels  at  the 
periphery  of  the  cornea ;  they  become  more  prominent,  the  region  has  a 
congested  appearance,  the  smaller  as  well  as  the  larger  vessels  are 
dilated,  and  there  is  abundant  evidence  that  the  leucocytes  are  passing- 
out  from  the  contained  blood  into  the  surrounding  lymph  spaces.  In- 
deed the  accumulation  of  leucocytes  shows  itself  first  at  the  periphery  of 
the  cornea  near  the  vessels,  and  gradually  approaches  the  region  of 
injury.    Into  the  mechanism  of  this  diapedesis,  and  into  a  fuller  descrip- 
tion of  the  changes  that  take  place  in  the  blood-current  in  these  distended 
vessels,  I  shall  enter  later  when  discussing  the  changes  in  highly  vascular 
regions.    Suffice  it  to  say  here  that  no  distinction  can  be  made  out  between 
the  behaviour  of  the  leucocytes  in  the  previous  experiment,  when  they 
entered  the  wounded  area  from  the  external  surface,  and  in  this  where 
the  majority  find  their  entrance  from  the  blood ;  as  in  the  previous  case 
the  part  played  was  evidently  active,  so  must  it  be  here  also.    We  cannot 
arrive  at  any  other  conclusion  than  that  some  attractive  force  leads  to 
their  determination  towards  the  inflammatory  focus.    As  we  can  easily 
show,  by  repeating  the  experiment,  many  of  these  leucocytes  take  up  and 
contain  numerous  cocci,  while  other  cocci  remain  free  in  the  tissue 
spaces.    Many  of  the  leucocytes  degenerate  and  present  a  broken-down 
appearance;  and,  as  at  the  same  time  an  increasing  area  of  the  corneal 
tissue  becomes   disintegrated,  an   ulcer   appears.     According  to  the 
virulence  of  the  culture  and  the  reaction  on  the  jDart  of  the  organism, 
the  process  may  now  extend,  a  larger  and  larger  portion  of  the  corneal 
tissue  becoming  affected ;  or,  on  the  other  hand,  there  may  be  an  arrest 
of  the  progress,  the  massing  of  the  leucocytes  preventing,  as  a  barrier, 
the  further  extension  of  the  micrococci  into  the  lymph  spaces ;  -  while 
at  the  same  time  there  is  an  advance  of  newly-formed  capillary  vessels 
into  the  previously  non-vascular  tissue.    It  is  to  be  noticed  that  the 
blood-vessels  at  the  periphery  of  the  cornea  are  prominent  and  dilated, 
and  from  them  fine  new  vessels  Avith  very  delicate  walls  pass  towards 
the  injured  region.    At  the  same  time  manj^  of  the  corneal  corpuscles, 
outside  the  area  of  destruction,  can  by  appropriate  staining  be  seen 
undergoing  mitosis  and  proliferating.     Thus  the  active  repair  of  the 
tissue  is  initiated. 


There  can  be  no  question  that  Cohnheim  in  his  experiments  induced  not  a  simisle 
keratitis,  but  one  whicli  in  the  absence  of  aseptic  precautions  rapidly  became  septic  and 
suppurative. 

-  Into  the  details  of  this  action  I  shall  enter  more  fully  later. 
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The  Experimental  Production  of  Inflammation  in  Vascular  Areas. 

— From  this  study  of  inflammation,  as  it  occurs  in  a  region  devoid  of 
blood-vessels,  let  us  now  pass  on  to  the  more  complicated  process  of 
inflammation  in  vascular  areas  ;  and,  as  in  the  previous  case  we  considered 
an  ascending  or  advancing  series  of  reactive  changes,  so  here  let  us  begin 
with  the  slightest  injury  associated  with  the  mildest  reaction,  and  pass 
onwards  to  states  in  which  the  inflammatory  manifestations  are  more  and 
more  pronounced. 

If  an  incision  be  made  with  a  perfectly  aseptic  instrument  into  the 
skin,  also  rendered  aseptic,  and  be  so  made  as  to  divide  the  dermis 
and  tissues  immediately  below,  without  at  the  same  time  injuring  any 
large  vessel,  it  is  the  common  experience  of  modern  surgeons  that 
repair  takes  place  with  the  minimal  amount  of  change  recognisable  as 
inflammatory.  Repair  takes  place  indeed  so  rapidly  that,  if  the 
divided  structures  have  come  or  have  been  brought  into  immediate 
contact,  there  may  be  firm  adhesion  at  the  end  of  twenty-four  hours. 
This  is  primanj  union,  or  union  hj  first  intention,  which,  rare  in  the 
old  days,  commonly  occurs  in  this  era  of  aseptic  surgery.  The  full 
sequence  of  events  in  these  cases  cannot,  it  is  true,  be  well  determined 
by  continuous  microscopic  examination ;  but  if  the  rabl)it  or  dog  be 
employed,  and  tissues,  wounded  in  the  manner  described,  be  removed 
and  examined  at  successive  short  intervals,  we  see  that  the  changes 
which  occur  are  mainly,  nay  almost  entirely,  related  to  the  pre-existing 
cells  of  the  jDart.  The  section  divides  a  certain  number  of  capillaries ; 
but  in  the  very  act  of  division  the  divided  walls  are  apparently  brought 
together ;  and,  partly  by  this  means,  partly  by  contraction,  the  lumina  of 
these  minute  vessels  become  occluded,  and  the  hsemorrhage  into  the 
wound  is  altogether  inconsiderable.  AVithin  an  hour  after  the  operation 
it  is  evident  to  the  naked  eye  of  a  careful  examiner  that  the  immediate 
neighbourhood  of  the  wound  is  slightly  reddened  and  tumefied,  but 
only  very  slightlj^ ;  and,  associated  with  this,  there  is  a  feeble  exudation 
between  the  apposed  surfaces.  But  the  exudation  is  not  great,  and 
even  within  this  first  hour  after  the  infliction  of  the  wound  there  may  be 
development  of  fibrin  and  coagulation  of  the  exudate,  leading  to  the 
formation  of  a  provisional  cementing  together  of  the  apposed  surfaces. 
In  this  exudation,  and  in  the  tissues  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood, 
the  leucocytes  that  have  undergone  diapedesis  may  be  few  and  far 
between,  and  may  scarcely  attract  attention.  The  reaction,  then,  on  the 
part  of  the  vessels  and  of  the  leucocytes  is  of  the  slightest.  Study  of 
sections  shows  that  the  main  role  is  played  by  the  pre-existing  cells  of 
the  part ;  of  these  a  certain  number  (not  so  many  as  might  a  2)rio'i  he 
expected)  are  destroyed  immediately,  and  show  all  the  signs  of  disinte- 
gration ;  a  number  relatively  large  have  been  injured  only,  their  nuclei 
remaining  intact,  though  their  processes  or  some  portions  of  the  cell 
bodies  have  been  cut  through.  It  is  difficult  to  determine  these 
injuries  in  the  small  cells  of  the  cutaneous  tissues  ;  they  are  better  seen 
in  the  peritoneum  when  slight  inflammatory  changes  have  there  been 
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induced.  This,  however,  can  be  made  out,  that  the  cells  in  the  immedi- 
ate neighbourhood  of  the  Avound  became  enlarged,  and,  without  showing- 
signs  of  division,  prolong  themselves  (that  is  to  say,  send  out  prolonga- 
tions) into  the  region  of  the  jDrovisional  fibrinous  cicatrix.  In  this  way, 
before  the  end  of  the  second  day,  there  may  be  a  more  or  less  complete 
replacement  of  the  primary  unorganised  cementing  substance  by  organised 
growing  tissue, — formed,  in  the  first  place,  by  the  interlacing  of  pro- 
cesses from  the  neighl)ouring  cells ;  in  the  second,  and  later,  by  a 
multiplication  of  these  cells,  together  with  a  development  of  new 
capillaries,  few  in  number,  which  branch  off  from  the  slightly-congested 
vessels  in  the  neighbourhood.  Thus  in  this  case  the  process  of  repair  is 
characteristically  associated  with  hypertrophy  and  the  new  growth  of 
the  fixed  cells  of  the  tissue  ;  while  vascular  changes,  exudation  and 
leucocytosis,  are  relatively  little  marked.  I  have,  however,  never  come 
across  a  case  in  which  they  have  been  entirely  absent,  save  when  the 
section  has  been  truly  extravascular — that  is  to  say,  when  it  has  not 
penetrated  into  the  vascular  region  of  the  skin,  and  has  affected  only 
the  epidermis  and  outermost  layers  of  the  dermis.  In  such  cases  the 
response  to  injury  may  show  itself  purely  as  a  proliferation  of  the 
epithelial  cells. 

As  I  have  said,  observations  of  the  above  nature  lal)our  under  the 
disadvantage  that  they  must  of  necessity  be  discontinuous.  I  bring  them 
in  at  this  point,  inasmuch  as  they  represent  the  mildest  condition  of  the 
inflammatory  reaction.  I  have  not  personally  observed  this  series  of 
changes  in  tissues  which  permit  of  continued  study  under  aseptic  condi- 
tions ;  neither  am  I  acc^uainted  witb  any  observations  wholly  fulfilling  these 
conditions — made,  that  is  to  say,  upon  transparent  vascular  tissues  sub- 
jected to  the  mildest  aseptic  injury  and  examined  continuously  under 
the  microscope. 

The  response  to  injury  in  the  cases  just  mentioned  was  of  the 
slightest.  Let  me  now  pass  on  to  cases  in  which  it  becomes  more  pro- 
nounced ;  and  in  order  to  continue  the  comparative  study  of  inflammation 
I  would  first  describe  the  series  of  evenh  in  a  highly  vascular  and  trans- 
parent region  in  a  low  vertebrate  animal,  namely,  in  the  tadpole's  tail. 
If  this  be  injured,  either  by  the  application  of  a  caustic  or  by  the  intro- 
duction of  a  foreign  inert  body  into  its  substance,  a  definite  advance  upon 
what  was  recognisable  in  the  case  of  the  axolotl,  for  example,  is  to  be 
be  made  out.  Here  the  tail  is  very  vascular,  the  wandering  cells  of  the 
connective  tissue  are  very  few  in  number,  while  the  blood  is  fairly  rich 
in  leucocytes  which  are  small  relatively  to  the  size  of  the  vessels.  The 
results  of  injury  are  a  congestion  of  the  vessels,  noticeable  within  fifteen 
minutes,  and  a  well-marked  determination  of  leucocytes  to  the  injured 
region.  These  cells,  in  the  main,  pass  out  from  the  vessels ;  the  few 
leucocytes  pre-existing  in  the  tissue  appear  to  play  a  very  small  part. 
Compared  with  the  axolotl  experiment  this  observation  is  of  considerable 
interest.  Instead  of  a  slight  reaction  slowly  developing  there  is  a  rapid 
reaction  ;  instead  of  a  slight  accumulation  of  leucocytes  there  is  a  most 
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pronounced  accumulation.  If  there  be  any  meaning  in  the  determination 
of  leucocytes  to  the  region  of  injury,  then  evidently  the  active  participa- 
tion of  the  vessels  of  that  region  in  the  reactive  process  is  fraught  with 
benefit — it  is  a  further  important  factor  developed  with  the  development 
and  advance  of  the  organism. 

The  fuller  details  of  this  vascular  interference  in  the  inflammatory 
process  have  been  followed  by  many  observers,  among  whom  first  and 
foremost  was  Cohnheim ;  and  to  this  end  the  frog  has  supplied  the 
most  convenient  means  in  regions  at  once  vascular  and  fairly  transparent, 
such  as  the  web  of  the  hind  feet,  the  tongue,  and  the  mesentery.  Other 
observers  jjassing  higher  in  the  scale  of  vertebrates  have  employed  the 
mesentery  of  the  cat,  dog,  and  other  mammalia.  Suffice  it  to  say 
that,  with  slight  modifications  due  to  local  conditions  in  the  tissue 
examined  rather  than  to  the  animal  selected,  the  process  has  been  found 
to  present  the  same  features  throughout  the  whole  of  the  adult  vertebrata, 
from  the  reptilia  upwards.  For  general  examination,  perhaps,  the  best 
and  simplest  method  of  observing  the  succession  of  changes  that  follow 
injury  of  a  vascular  area  is  to  be  found  in  what  I  believe  to  be  Coats' 
modification  of  Cohnheim's  original  experiment  upon  the  frog's  Aveb 
(Coats'  Pathology,  1889,  p.  119).  In  order  to  reproduce  as  nearly  as 
possible  the  conditions  of  an  ordinary  wound,  instead  of  employing  a 
caustic  or  chemical  irritant,  a  small  portion  of  the  cutaneous  surface  is 
nipped  off — the  section  being  just  deep  enough  to  pass  through  the 
cutaneous  layers  Avithout  causing  h;emorrhage.  For  the  experiment  to 
proceed  satisfactorily,  it  is  necessary  that  the  frog  be  curarised  after 
having  been  pithed.  The  web  of  a  small  frog  is  so  thin  that  the  changes 
occurring  in  and  around  the  vessels  of  the  part  can  readily  be  followed 
even  with  a  high  power  of  the  microscope. 

The  first  change  noticeable  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  the 
injured  membrane  is  a  dilation  of  the  vessels,  first  of  the  arteries  and  then 
of  the  veins  ;  and  in  this  first  phase  there  is  a  very  evident  acceleration 
of  the  blood-flow.  At  this  early  period  the  cajjillai'ies  show  little  evidence 
of  dilation,  but  in  the  course  of  an  hour  expansion  is  readily  distinguish- 
able, and  sundry  capillary  channels,  previously  invisible,  become  occupied 
by  blood  and  show  themselves.  This  first  stage  lasts  for  an  hour,  or  in 
some  cases  perhaps  two,  and  is  followed  by  a  phase  of  slowing  of  the 
blood -current.  While  previously  a  well-marked  axial  stream  of  cor- 
puscles had  been  evident,  with  a  peripheral  zone  of  plasma  devoid  of 
corpuscles,  the  former  now  broadens  out,  the  latter  becomes  less  and  less, 
and  as  it  narrows  an  increasing  number  of  the  clearer  rounded  hsemal 
leucocytes  are  to  be  seen  in  it  travelling  at  a  slower  rate  than  the  more 
axial  stream,  and  every  now  and  then  stopping  beside  the  walls  of  the 
vessels,  and  after  a  short  stoppage  passing  on  again.  The  leucocytes 
conduct  themselves  as  if  they  have  become  "sticky."  ^ 

As  the  current  becomes  yet  slower  all  distinction  between  axial  and 

^  Even  so  low  down  in  the  scale  as  Daphuia  tliis  same  peculiarity  is  noticeable  :  there  in 
health,  as  Hardy  has  pointed  out,  the  leucocytes  move  freely  ;  but,  if  the  slightest  injury  be 
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peripheral  streams  is  lost ;  the  corpuscles,  closely  ^^acked  together,  fill  the 
whole  lumen  ;  the  leucocytes  in  increasing  number  approach  the  vessel 
walls  ;  they  adhere  more  firmly,  and  so  long  as  a  current  is  recognisable 
the  action  of  the  stream  leads  them  to  assume  a  pear-shaped  appearance, 
the  rounded  ends  pointing  in  the  direction  of  the  current. 

As  the  stream  slows  gradually  the  corpuscles  may  move  at  last  in  a 
series  of  jerks  synchronous  with  the  heart-beats  ;  or  frequently  in  the 
veins  and  capillaries  the  mass  of  blood  may  be  seen  moving  slowly  first 
in  one  direction,  then  in  the  other.  Frequently  one  or  other  of  these 
stages  is  followed  by  complete  stagnation  or  stasis  of  the  blood  in  the 
vessels  of  the  injured  area — I  say  frequently,  for  at  other  times  little 
or  no  absolute  arrest  is  seen  in  the  vessels.  Accompanying  this  stage, 
although  observers  employing  other  and  chemical  methods  of  inflicting 
injury  have  in  general  omitted  to  call  attention  to  the  fact,  there  is 
already  a  considerable  oozing  or  exudation  of  clear  fluid  from  the  M'ound  ; 
there  is,  that  is  to  say,  an  outpouring  of  lymph,  and  that  apparently  from 
the  distended  vessels.  Now,  with  the  slowing  of  the  stream  the 
leucocytes,  accumulated  next  to  the  walls  of  the  small  veins  and  within 
the  capillaries,  pass  from  the  interior  to  the  exterior  of  these  vessels  ; 
and,  if  the  process  be  studied  carefully  with  a  higher  power,  it  can 
be  seen  that  this  mode  of  passage  is  of  an  active,  or  apparently  active 
nature.^  A  series  of  leucocytes  can  be  distinguished  some  of  which  are 
rounded  or  flattened  in  immediate  contact  with  the  wall  of  the  vein  : 
others  possess  a  prolongation  passing  into  the  wall ;  in  others,  again  (or 
in  the  former  if  they  be  watched  in  the  fresh  specimen),  the  prolongation 
enlarges  on  the  outer  side  of  the  small  vessel  while  the  portion  of  the 
leucocyte  within  the  vessel  becomes  smaller.  The  final  phase  of  this  act 
of  diapedesis  is  that  the  whole  leucocyte  passes  through,  and  is  found  in 
the  lymph  spaces  around  the  vessel  wall.  This  process  of  diapedesis 
may  be  so  general  that  in  the  course  of  five  or  six  hours  all  the  small 
veins  of  the  region  show  a  crowd  of  leucocytes  situated  along  their  outer 
surface.  With  these  a  greater  or  less  number  of  red  corpuscles  may 
also  make  their  escape. 

Although  the  capillaries,  from  the  very  smallness  of  their  diameters, 
do  not  show  the  so-called  "  margination  "  of  leucocytes,  nevertheless  this 
same  process  of  diapedesis  may  occur  at  various  points  along  their  course, 
so  that  outside  the  capillaries  also  a  fair  number  of  the  same  small  highly- 
refractile  cells  endowed  Avith  amoeboid  movements  can  be  observed. 

In  this  modification  of  Cohnheim's  exiDeriment  a  further  stage  is  to  be 
recognised.  While  at  first  the  fluid  exuded  was  clear  and  relatively  free 
from  cells  and  cell  debris,  now,  as  the  inflammatory  process  continues,  an 
increasing  number  of  leucocytes  is  contained  in  the  exudation.  The 

iuflicteil  upon  the  carapace,  tlie  leucocytes,  previously  uuadliesive,  soou  show  the  tendency  to 
adhere  to  the  walls  of  the  body  cavity  beneath  the  region  of  injury  and  elsewhere. 

1  The  process  can  be  fully  made  out  if  at  this  stage  the  wounded  region  be  removed, 
fixed  immediately  in  weak  osmic  acid,  and  prepared  for  examination  by  the  higher  powers  of 
the  microscope. 
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leucocytes  do  not  remain  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  the  vessels, 
but  many  of  them  pass  on  to  the  injured  surface,  still,  it  would  seem,  by 
active  amoeboid  movement.  Thus  at  the  end  of  six  hours  this  surface 
may  be  covered  by  a  serum  or  fluid  in  which  are  great  numbers  of  these 
leucocytes.  Here,  then,  we  have  the  first  step  towai-ds  the  formation  of  a 
scab  or  provisional  j^rotective  covering  to  the  wound. 

Further  observations  cannot  well  be  carried  out  in  the  pithed  and 
curarised  frog ;  but  if  an  unpithed,  non-curarised  animal  be  taken,  and 
the  observations  ujion  the  earlier  stage  be  neglected,  it  can  be  made  out 
that  if  irritant  matter  do  not  find  entry  into  the  wound  the  jirocess  may 
be  arrested  at  this  point ;  the  leucocytes  uj^on  the  surface  may  break 
down,  and  with  their  breaking  down  and  the  formation  of  fibrin  a  soft 
scab  be  formed  :  the  stasis  of  the  blood  in  the  distended  vessels  may  be 
followed  by  a  re-establishment  of  the  current  and  slow  return  of  the 
vessels  to  their  former  calibre,  while  beneath  the  thin,  soft  scab  the 
epithelial  cells  rapidly  proliferate.  Within  twenty-four  hours  there  may 
be  abundant  evidence  of  this  new  growth  of  the  epithelium  tending 
to  encroach  upon  and  cover  the  wound.  At  the  same  time  the  region 
l^ecomes  less  and  less  populated  with  leucocytes,  so  that — not  to  enter 
fully  at  this  point  into  the  reparative  process — within  sixty  hours  the 
region  may  show  little  sign  of  the  injury  and  consequent  inflammation. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  irritants  of  a  microbic  nature  enter  the  wound 
the  process  may  extend,  as  in  inflammation  of  the  cornea.  More  especially 
if  the  water  in  which  the  frog  is  kept  become  foul,  there  is  a  tendency 
in  the  inflammatory  jjrocesses  to  spread  ;  and  in  the  cells  of  the  central 
area,  both  fixed  and  migrated,  to  break  down,  leading  to  the  formation  of 
a  spreading  ulcer.  The  steps  of  this  sequence  of  affairs  it  is  difficult  to 
follow  by  continuous  microscopic  examination,  partly  on  account  of  the 
increased  o^jacity  of  the  region,  partly  because  the  process  extends  over 
days  rather  than  hours.  Here,  therefore,  I  merely  mention  this  possible 
extension  of  the  change  with  its  main  naked-eye  appearances. 

It  is  not  possible  by  continuous  observation  to  make  out  the  steps  of 
this  more  extensive  inflammation  characterised  by  excessive  emigration 
of  leucocytes,  and  destruction  of  these  together  with  the  fixed  cells  of  the 
tissue — the  pyogenetic  inflammation.  Several  observers,  however,  have 
followed  its  successive  stages  by  means  of  examination  of  affected  tissues 
at  successive  intervals  after  the  infliction  of  inj\u'y. 

The  Experimental  Produetion  of  Suppurative  Inflammation. — 
While,  as  shown  by  Councilman,  Grawitz  and  de  Barry,  Straus,  Leber 
and  others,  a  suppurative  inflammation  may  under  certain  conditions 
be  brought  about  experimentally  by  the  action  of  chemical  irritants, 
such  as  mercury  and  turpentine,  yet  under  ordinary  pathogenic  condi- 
tions suppuration  is  induced  by  the  growth  of  micro-organisms  Avithin 
the  tissues.  Hence  it  is  better  to  study  the  conditions  as  induced  by  the 
inoculation  of  pus-producing  microbes  into  one  or  other  tissue.  A  very 
full  series  of  observations  upon  the  development  of  abscesses  through  the 
agency  of  the  Staphylococcus  pyogenes  aureus  has  been  made  by  Hohn- 
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feldt.  He  employed  rabbits,  and  inoculated  small  quantities  of  pure 
cultures  of  the  microbe  subcutaneously. 

Four  hours  after  inoculation  the  vessels  of  the  region  were  found 
densely  filled  with  corpuscles,  and  in  them  a  commencing  margination  of 
the  white  corpuscles  was  discernible.  Leucocytes  were  present  within 
the  tissue  in  numbers  greater  than  normal ;  although,  compared  with  later 
stages,  they  were  infrequent.  They  were  of  two  kinds — the  mononuclear 
in  the  majority,  the  polynuclear  (or  more  truly  the  form  with  polymerous 
nucleus)  in  lesser  numbers ;  both  forms  were  congregated  mainly  around 
the  line  of  entrance  of  the  injecting  needle.  Many  of  the  connective 
tissue  cells  were  so  swollen  as  to  be  rounded  rather  than  flattened.  The 
injected  cocci,  lying  in  the  lymph  spaces,  were  scattered  through  the 
tissue  ;  in  part  free,  in  part  already  ingested  by  cells,  not  only  by  the 
leucocytes, but  also  by  connective  tissue  cells :  the  number  within  leucocytes 
was  not  inconsiderable. 

Preparations  made  at  the  end  of  ten  hours  showed  the  same  conditions, 
but  more  distinctly.  There  was  ample  evidence  of  migration  of  the 
leucocytes,  margination  in  the  congested  vessels,  various  stages  of  passage 
through  the  vascular  walls,  and  large  collections  of  the  cells  in  the  peri- 
vascular lymph  spaces ;  from  these  they  spread  into  the  spaces  between 
the  bundles  of  connective  tissue  fibrils.  The  cocci  lay  in  the  lymph 
spaces  and  were  increased  in  number,  and  the  massing  of  leucocytes  cor- 
responded in  position  to  the  accumulation  of  microbes.  In  these  regions 
the  leucocytes  were  mainly  polymerous  or  multinuclear,  but  in  the 
boundary  zone  away  from  the  cocci  the  uninuclear  form  predominated. 

At  the  end  of  twenty  hours  there  was  further  accentuation  of  these 
conditions.  As  yet  an  abscess  proper  had  not  formed,  but  enormous 
numbers  of  leucocytes  were  present,  and  also  of  micrococci ;  the  fibrillse  of 
connective  tissue  were  ^videly  separated  by  the  collections  of  leucocytes, 
and  these  cells  clustered  round  and  hid  the  connective  tissue  cells. 

With  the  completion  of  forty-eight  hours  a  well-defined  abscess  had 
formed,  separated  sharply  from  the  surrounding  healthy  tissue.  The 
centre  of  the  abscess  was  seen  to  consist  of  densely-packed  leucocytes 
mingled  with  large  growths  of  cocci.  These  leucocytes  were  almost 
entirely  "  multinuclear " ;  and  in  this  central  area  the  nuclei  of  some 
showed  fragmentation.  Neither  leucocytes  nor  connective  tissue  cells 
showed  the  slightest  indication  of  mitosis.  In  the  central  area  all  traces 
of  the  previous  capillaries  had  disappeai'ed  ;  in  the  peripheral  zone  they 
were  easily  recognisable,  being  fully  injected  and  showing  a  marginal 
disposition  of  their  leucocytes,  many  of  which  could  be  seen  (in  osmic 
acid  preparations)  fixed  in  the  process  of  diapedesis. 

The  majority  of  the  cocci  lay  in  these  leucocytes.  Even  where  the 
colonies  of  the  microbes  were  thickest  there  the  majority  were  intra- 
cellular. Passing  towards  the  periphery  the  number  of  cocci  became 
smaller  and  smaller.  At  the  periphery  they  could  be  seen  not  only  to 
be  intracellular,  but  also  free  in  the  lymph  spaces  ;  and  Hohnfeldt,  with 
other  observers,  saw  them  definitely  grouped  within  the  endothelial  cells 
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of  the  peripheral  vessels.  Thus  it  may  be  noted  that  at  this  stage  the 
proliferating  microl^es  extended  into  the  healthy  tissues  outside  the 
abscess. 

In  the  centre  of  the  abscess  the  original  tissue  had  wholly  disappeared  ; 
nearer  the  periphery  light  streaks  and  bundles  of  the  disintegrating 
fibrillaj  could  be  recognised  Ijctween  the  leucocytes. 

Not  till  about  the  tenth  day  did  new  growth  of  tissue  begin  to  show 
itself.  During  the  preceding  six  days  there  had  been  more  breaking 
down  of  the  polynuclear  leucocytes,  characterised  by  fragmentation  of  the 
nuclei  and  by  fatty  degeneration  of  the  cell  substance.  But  by  the  tenth 
day  the  periphery  had  begun  to  assume  the  appearance  of  granulation 
tissue  ;  it  contained  numerous  capillaries  and  new-formed  connective  tissue 
with  characteristic  epithelioid  cells  or  fibrol)lasts  possessing  large  oval 
pale  staining  nuclei.  In  these  cells,  as  in  the  connective  tissue  cells  of 
the  surrounding  healthy  tissue,  could  the  numerous  steps  of  indirect  cell 
division  be  made  out.  In  this  granulation  tissue  cocci  were  absent  and 
leucocytes  were  infrequent.  In  the  soft,  cheesy  central  area  masses  of 
cocci  were  still  present.  AVhether  these  were  living  or  dead  Hohnfeldt 
did  not  determine  ;  he  inferred  (what  has  since  been  proved  1)y  several 
observers  to  be  an  unsafe  inference)  that  inasmuch  as  they  stained  well 
with  aniline  dyes  they  were  alive. 

Thus,  to  sum  up  Hohnfeldt's  observations,  the  processes  occurring  in 
a  suppurative  inflammation  that  ends  in  healing  are  the  following  : — 

1.  Congestion  of  the  region  of  invasion,  with  margination  of  the 
leucocytes. 

2.  Collection,  in  the  region,  of  uninuclear  leucocytes  ;  then  diapedesis 
of  leucocytes  with  polymerous  nuclei :  multiplication  of  the  cocci. 

3.  Ingestion  of  large  numbers  of  the  microbes  by  the  polymerous 
leucocytes  and  other  cells,  including  the  endothelial  cells  of  the  vessel 
walls. 

4.  Increasing  immigration  of  leucocytes  until  the  tissue  becomes 
densely  packed.  This  is  accomjianied  by  a  yet  greater  proliferation  of 
the  microbes,  which  extend  (that  is,  are  carried  by  lymph-streams  or  by 
cells)  into  the  region  outside  the  developing  abscess. 

5.  Destruction  of  the  tissue  of  the  affected  part. 

6.  Degeneration  of  the  leucocytes  within  the  shar|)ly-defined  abscess. 

7.  Eventual  proliferation  of  the  connective  tissue  at  the  periphery  of 
the  abscess  ;  formation  of  filn-oblasts  in  the  highly  vascular  s\irrounding 
zone ;  cicatiisation  and  encapsulation  of  the  debris  of  the  leucocytes 
and  micrococci. 

There  are  not  a  few  points  in  connection  with  these  observations  of 
Hohnfeldt  that  deserve  discussion ;  very  possibly  he  has  misinterpreted 
certain  of  the  appearances  seen  by  him.  On  the  whole,  however,  he 
draws  a  full  and  accurate  picture  of  the  successive  stages  of  suppurative 
inflammation,  and  I  may  defer  discussion  to  a  later  review  of  the  action 
of  the  leucocytes  and  of  the  formation  of  fibrous  tissue  respectively. 

However,  before  leaving  this  general  description  of  the  series  of 
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anatomical  changes  induced  by  injury,  there  is  another  phase  of 
the  inflammatory  process  set  up  by  pathogenic  micro-organisms  which 
must  not  be  passed  over — I  refer  to  those  cases  in  which,  instead  of 
ending  in  repair,  there  is  extension  and  generalised  disease.  The  stages  pre- 
ceding extension  vary  with  the  nature  of  the  microbe  ;  thus,  in  some  cases, 
the  reaction  to  the  invasion  of  the  microbe  is  mainly  leucocytic  (as  with 
inoculations  of  the  micrococci  of  suppuration),  in  others  it  is  mainly 
exudative  or  serous,  the  congestion  of  the  vessels  being  followed  by 
abundant  exudation  of  serimi  into  the  tissues.  This  is  the  case  in 
inoculation  of  animals — such  as  rabbits,  guinea-pigs  and  fowls — with 
cultures  of  micro-organisms  which  are  peculiarly  virulent  in  their  be- 
haviour towards  these  animals.  Such  a  serous  or  exudative  inflammation 
is,  for  instance,  well  seen  if  the  vibrio  Metschnikovi  be  inoculated  into 
the  pectoral  muscles  of  a  fowl.  Within  twelve  hours,  it  may  l)e,  the  seat 
of  inoculation  becomes  greatly  swollen,  and  on  section  is  found  r,eddened 
and  congested  ;  while  from  it  drains  an  abundance  of  relatively  clear, 
faintly-reddish  serum  containing  but  a  few  leucocytes. 

In  such  a  case  as  this  the  micro-organisms  appear  to  pass  with  ease 
from  the  centre  of  infection  into  the  surrounding  tissues,  and  thence 
into  the  lymphatics  and  general  circulation,  whence  they  may  be  obtained 
within  twenty -four  hours.  AVhere  there  has  been  a  well-marked 
abscess  formation  in  the  region  of  invasion,  there,  as  already  indicated, 
it  is  true  that  the  microbes  may  be  found  outside  the  abscess  at  a  fairly 
early  period  ;  but,  in  the  main,  proliferation  is  limited  to  the  abscess,  and 
the  blood  remains  free  and  sterile.  Under  certain  conditions  of  great 
virulence  of  the  pyogenic  microbes  it  is  found  that  as  the  abscess  extends 
it  becomes  ill-deflned — there  is  no  sharp  demarcation  between  the  col- 
lected leucocytes  and  the  surrounding  tissue ;  the  columns  of  leucocytes 
spread  indefinitely  from  the  centre,  and  numerous  micrococci  are  inter- 
mingled with  them.  Where  this  is  the  case  there  is  a  marked  tendency 
for  the  microbes  to  find  their  way  into  the  general  circulation  from  this 
irregular  peripheral  extension  along  the  lymjjhatic  spaces,  and  to 
set  up  a  condition  of  septicaemia  as  in  the  more  serous  inflammation 
described  above. 

Septiccemia,  or  the  passage  of  micro-organisms  into  the  blood,  with  all 
the  results  of  such  a  passage  —  the  condition  which  sundry  French 
observers  have  described  as  inflammation  of  the  blood — is  dealt  with  in 
another  article.  In  septicaemia  we  pass  beyond  the  local  response  to 
injury,  we  deal  with  a  state  of  general  systemic  disturbance.  Neverthe- 
less certain  phases  of  the  septicsemic  condition  throw  light  upon  the 
inflammatory  process. 

In  the  first  place,  it  is  of  interest  to  note  that  when  the  infective 
micro-organisms  and  their  products  are  within  the  vessels  they  fail  to 
induce  the  cardinal  symptoms  of  inflammation.  They  do  not  lead  to 
exudation  of  fluid  from  the  blood  or  to  widespread  diapedesis  of  leuco- 
cytes. The  stimulus,  whatever  it  be,  which  leads  to  these  phenomena  at 
the  point  of  invasion  is  no  longer  called  into  activity  when  the  noxa  is 
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within  the  circulatory  apparatus.  This  is  the  reverse  of  what  might  be 
expected  if  the  inflammatory  process  Avere  primarily  due  to  a  modification 
of  the  endothelium  of  the  vessel  walls  by  the  irritant,  a  modification 
passively  permitting  the  exudation  and  passage  outwards  of  the  leucocytes. 

The  statement  that  infective  micro-organisms  and  their  products 
circulating  within  the  blood  fail  to  induce  inflammatory  changes,  would 
seem  to  need  modification  when  the  development  of  metastatic  abscesses 
is  taken  into  account.  But  a  study  of  the  mode  of  production  of  these 
abscesses  shows  that  the  statement  still  holds.  Such  abscesses  originate 
round  emboli  of  pyogenic  micro-organisms  in  the  capillaries.  Sundry 
cocci  are  arrested  in  the  cajjillary,  proliferate  and  fill  the  vessel.  It  is 
only  when  a  minute  vessel  is  thus  occluded  that  the  abscess  process  begins, 
that  is  to  say,  when  by  this  occlusion  the  vessel  has  become  extra- 
vascular  ;  and  while  it  is  true  that,  primarily,  the  arrest  of  pathogenic 
microbes  within  the  capillaries  is  often  associated  with  a  small  accumula- 
tion of  intravascular  leucocytes  and  with  degenerative  changes  in  the 
vascular  endothelium,  the  metastatic  abscess,  as  such,  forms  not  by 
accumulation  of  leucocytes  in  the  occluded  vessel,  but  around  it ;  the 
leucocytes  emigrating  from  surrounding  capillaries. 

Inflammatory  Fever. — In  the  second  place,  through  this  study  of 
advancing  inflammation  it  is  of  interest  to  trace  the  very  close  relation- 
ship that  exists  between  inflammation  and  fever.  Besides  the  local 
changes  here  described,  local  injury  is  accompanied  by  systemic  dis- 
turbances.   These  may  be  slight  or  grave. 

Take,  for  instance,  progressive  abscess  formation,  or  follow  the 
development  of  a  malignant  carbuncle  in  man.  At  first  the  reaction 
is  purely  local,  but  very  soon,  long  before  any  of  the  micro-organisms 
are  capable  of  detection  in  the  blood,  there  is  exaltation  of  temperature 
and  a  slight  febrile  state,  the  fever  Isecoming  more  and  more  evident 
as  the  local  process  becomes  more  and  more  extensive,  until  with  the 
detection  of  the  microbe  in  the  blood  the  most  severe  fever,  with  con- 
stitutional disturbance,  sets  in.  Local  inflammation,  then,  without  any 
other  possible  explanation  than  either  the  nervous  irritation  to  Avhich 
it  may  give  rise,  or  the  passage  into  the  general  circulation  of  the 
soluble  products  of  bacterial  growth  and  tissue  destruction,  or  both, 
may  lead  to  the  development  of  the  febi'ile  state.  How  large  a  share  is 
played  hy  these  two  possible  factors  it  is  difficult  to  say.  That  bacterial 
products  injected  into  the  circulation  lead  to  the  rajjid  production  of 
the  febrile  state,  we  have  ample  evidence ;  but  whether  these  act  directly 
by  inducing  increased  cellular  activity,  or  indirectly  by  stimulating  the 
cerebral  centres,  we  cannot  absolutely  say.  As  yet  we  have  little 
accurate  knowledge  of  the  parts  played  by  the  nervous  system  in  the 
development  of  the  febrile  state.  This,  however,  may  safely  be  declared, 
that  the  more  we  study  the  continued  fevers  the  more  do  we  discover 
that  these  commence  by  a  local  inflammatory  disturbance.  The  continued 
fevers  are  the  continuance,  or  rather  the  extension,  of  a  i:)rimarily  localised 
inflammatory  lesion.    [Vide  art.  on  "Fever."] 
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Summary  of  the  Facts  thus  far  brought  forward 

The  main  facts  gathered  thus  far  concerning  the  inflammatory  pro- 
cess, and  the  conclusions  to  be  drawn  therefrom,  may  now  be  placed  in 
order  before  I  discuss  in  detail  the  various  factors  in  the  j^rocess.  They 
are — 

1.  Injury,  when  it  is  not  so  widespread  and  severe  as  to  lead  to  the 
death  of  the  individual,  is  followed  by  a  reaction  on  the  part  of  the 
organism. 

2.  In  unicellular  organisms  the  continued  vitality  of  the  individual 
after  injury,  and  in  multicellular  organisms  the  vitality  of  the  individual 
cells,  are  dependent  primarily  upon  the  pei'sistence  of  the  nucleus ;  if 
this  be  destroyed  or  removed  the  rest  of  the  cell  is  incapable  of  com- 
plete restitution  and  continued  growth. 

3.  In  unicellular  organisms  the  reactive  process  is  twofold,  and  con- 
sists of  («)  destruction  or  removal  of  the  irritant ;  destruction  being 
brought  about  by  a  process  of  intracellular  digestion,  removal  by  extru- 
sion of  the  irritant :  {h)  new  growth  of  the  organism. 

4.  This  response  to  injury  on  the  part  of  unicellular  organisms  is 
essentially  reparative. 

5.  In  multicellular  organisms,  with  division  of  labour  among  the 
constituent  cells  of  the  individual,  there  is  a  separation  of  functions ; 
the  twofold  reaction  to  local  injury  is  yet  more  clearly  marked  ;  but 

{a)  The  destruction  or  removal  of  the  irritant  is  in  the  main  accom- 
plished by  the  wandering  cells  of  mesoblastic  origin. 

(b)  The  new  growth  to  rejilace  the  tissue  destroyed  by  the  irritant 
proceeds  in  the  main  from  the  fixed  cells  of  the  tissue. 

6.  Ascending  the  scale  of  multicellular  organisms,  a  division  of 
labour  and  differentiation  of  function  is  discoverable  among  the  wander- 
ing mesoblastic  cells.  AVhereas  in  the  lower  forms  of  the  Metazoa  one 
type  of  leucocyte  alone  is  present,  in  the  higher  forms  two  or  more 
varieties  can  be  distinguished  which  possess  dilTerent  properties  and  act 
differently  towards  irritants  introduced  into  the  system. 

7.  According  to  the  nature  of  the  irritant  causing  the  injury,  the 
leucocytes  are  actively  attracted  in  greater  or  less  numbers  to  the 
region  of  injury,  surround  the  irritant,  and  remove  or  destroy  it  by 
means  very  similar  to  those  employed  by  unicellular  organisms.  Where 
the  irritant  is  present  in  the  form  of  discrete  particles,  there  some  at 
least  of  the  leucocytes  may  incorporate  the  particles,  and  remove  them  or 
destroy  them  by  a  process  of  digestion.  Others  of  the  leucocytes  in  the 
higher  Metazoa  never  act  thus  as  phagocytes ;  nevertheless  they  are 
equally  attracted  to  the  focus  of  inflammation,  and  presumably  tend  to 
counteract  the  irritant  by  some  other  (extracellular)  means. 

8.  While  to  the  wandering  cells  appears  to  be  allotted  the  main  duty 
of  removing  deleterious  and  irritant  matters,  certain  of  the  fixed  cells 
of  the  organism,  notably  ,  the  endothelial  cells  of  the  vessels,  can  also 
exert  these  functions. 
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9.  Among  the  very  large  number  of  Metazoan  forms  in  which  no 
complete  Avascular  system  is  present,  this  attraction  of  the  leucocytes  to 
the  region  of  injury  is  at  first  the  sole  response  to  injury.  At  a  later 
period  proliferation  of  the  fixed  cells  occurs  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
injury. 

10.  Among  the  higher  Metazoa,  in  M'hich  there  is  a  well-developed 
vascular  system,  the  determination  of  leucocytes  to  the  region  of  irrita- 
tion still  continues,  and  is  in  fact  markedly  aided  by  the  participation  of 
the  vessels  in  the  inflammatory  process. 

11.  The  vascular  phenomena  in  inflammation  maybe  I'egarded  as 
serving  two  main  purposes — («)  the  pouring  out  of  increased  fluid  into 
the  injured  area ;  (b)  the  afflux  and  diapedesis  of  leucocytes. 

12.  Even  in  the  highest  Metazoa,  possessing  fully-developed  vascular 
systems,  the  response  to  injury  in  a  non-vascular  area,  such  as  the 
cornea,  may  be  associated  with  no  change  in  the  surrounding  vascular 
areas,  but  purely  with  a  determination  to  the  injured  area  of  leucocytes 
already  free  in  the  surrounding  tissues. 

13.  The  second  phase  of  the  inflammatory  pi'ocess,  that  of  tissue 
repair,  but  very  rarely  occurs  without  evidence  of  previous  migration  of 
leucocytes  and  exudation  from  the  congested  vessels. 

14.  A  comparative  study  leads  inevitably  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
determination  of  leucocytes  to  the  region  of  injury  is  the  most  constant 
and  most  characteristic  early  response  to  injury  recognisable  throughout 
the  Metazoa,  and  that  it  must  be  regarded  as  the  most  important  factor 
in  the  first  stage  of  the  inflammatory  process.  The  vascular  phenomena 
noticeable  in  the  higher  Metazoa  must  be  regarded  as  a  second  and 
highly  important  factor  of  later  development  and  adjuvant.  New  tissue 
formation  is  the  prominent  characteristic  of  the  later  stages  of  the 
process. 

15.  As  among  the  Protozoa,  so  in  the  Metazoa,  the  response  to 
injury  is  consistently  an  attempt  to  rejiair  of  the  injury. 

This  general  survey  of  the  response  to  injury  throughout  the  animal 
kingdom  demonstrates  most  clearly  that  the  same  broad  iDrinciples,  the 
same  methods  of  defence  and  repair  on  the  part  of  the  organism,  are 
called  into  activity  from  the  lowliest  forms  to  the  highest ;  that,  in  fact, 
no  line  can  be  drawn  to  separate  one  set  of  phenomena  as  truly  inflam- 
matory from  another  set  which,  while  also  a  response  to  injury,  are  non- 
inflammatory. Although  it  is  true  that  the  term  inflammation  implies  a 
reddening  and  congestion  of  the  vessels,  we  find  upon  closer  examination 
that  this  reddening  and  congestion  is  not  the  fundamental  but  a  sujaer- 
added  feature  in  the  process  of  repair  of  injury — a  feature  superadded 
as  the  organism  advances  in  its  place  in  the  animal  kingdom.  Thus  if 
we  are  to  comprehend  the  process  satisfactorily  we  must  jmss  beyond 
the  narrower  acceptation  of  the  term. 

Having  thus  sketched  broadly  the  general  phenomena  of  the  inflam- 
matory process,  it  will  be  well  now  to  describe  in  fuller  detail  the  factors 
of  this  process  among  the  higher  vertebrata,  and  to  bring  together  the 
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more  important  results  of  the  study  of  the  resjjective  functions  of  the 
wandering  cells,  the  vessels,  the  fixed  cells,  and  the  nervous  system 
in  inflammation. 

PART  II.— THE  FACTORS  IN  THE  INFLAMMATORY  PROCESS 

Chapter  1. — The  Part  played  by  the  Leucocytes 

The  Leueoeytosis  of  Inflammation.  —  As  I  have  already  shown, 
there  is  more  than  one  form  of  leucocyte  in  the  mammalian  organism, 
and  the  several  forms  evidently  possess  different  attributes,  and  act 
differently  in  the  reaction  to  injury.  Inasmuch  as  these  forms  have 
been  variously  classified — so  variously,  in  fact,  that  it  is  often  far  from 
easy  to  collate  the  various  descriptions,  and  to  discuss  the  forms  distin- 
guished by  one  observer  in  the  terms  of  another — it  is  necessary  to  give 
the  chief  classifications  of  them,  and  their  relations. 

The  first  to  discriminate  between  the  forms  of  white  corpuscles  in  the 
blood  was  Wharton  Jones  so  long  ago  as  1846.  He  drew  a  distinction 
between 


His  observations,  together  with  those  of  Rindfleisch  in  1861  and 
1863,  were  confirmed  and  advanced  by  Max  Schultze,  who  made  out  the 
following  forms  : — 

1.  Small  round  cells  with  round  nucleus  and  little  clear  protoplasm. 

2.  Larger  cells  with  round  nucleus  and  more  clear  protoplasm. 

3.  Cells  with  finely  granular  jDrotoplasm,  and  one,  two,  or  more  nuclei. 

4.  Cells  with  coarse  granules  in  the  protoplasm. 

The  distinctions  drawn  were,  so  far,  purely  morphological ;  and  very 
little  notice  was  taken  of  these  varieties  foi'  a  long  period  until  Ehrlich, 
in  a  notable  series  of  papers  extending  from  1878  to  1887,  drew  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  the  wandering  cells  of  the  organism  react  diversely 
towards  the  different  aniline  dyes  and  possess  divei'se  tinctorial  affinities 
indicating  chemical  diff'erences  in  the  nature  of  certain  constituents 
of  the  cell  bodies.  The  granules  of  the  previous  observers  were  found  to 
be  variously  aff"ected  by  the  dyes  employed ;  they  were  shown  not  to 
be  fatty,  but — as  Ehrlich  put  it — of  the  nature  of  a  glandular  ex- 
cretion ;  ^  and  comparing  the  effects  of  the  two  groups  of  aniline  colours 
— that  in  which  the  dye  is  associated  with  the  acid  constituent  of  the 
salt,  and  that  wherein  the  dye  forms  the  base  (the  "  acid  "  and  "  basic  " 

*  J.  Weiss  has  studied  the  raicro-chemical  reactions  of  the  eosiuophilous  granules,  and 
concludes  that  they  are  of  albuminoid  nature  ;  as  they  were  found  not  to  be  digested  in 
gastric  juice  he  would  ally  them  with  the  nucleins. 


A.  Granule  cells 


B.  "  Nucleated  "  cells — Non-granular. 
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aniline  dyes  resi:)ectively) — he  made  out  the  existence  of  five  forms  of 
granulation  associated  M'ith  as  many  varieties  of  wandering  cells.  His 
table  of  cells  according  to  their  granulation  is  as  folloAvs  : — 

a.  Granulation — Eosinophile. — Cells  frequently  in  horse's  blood,  present 
constantly  in  small  numbers  in  human  blood  ;  numerous  in  medulla 
of  bones  of  rabbits,  dogs,  guinea-pigs,  etc.  Stain  deeply  with  acid 
aniline  dyes.    Granules  large  and  coarse. 

/?.  Granulation — Amphophile. — Cells  frequent  in  rabbits  and  guinea-pigs 
in  blood  ;  present  also  in  medulla  of  bones.  Stain  both  with  acid  and 
basic  dyes.    Granules  fine. 

y.  Granulation — Basophile. — Large  cells  found  in  the  connective  tissue, 
from  the  frog  upwards,  "  Mastzellen "  ;  in  blood  of  man  only  in 
certain  cases  of  Leucremia.  Stain  only  with  basic  dyes.  Granules 
coarse. 

S.  Granulation — Fine  Basoi)hile. — The  "  mononuclear  "  leucocyte  of  human 
blood.    Granulation  fine.    Stain  with  basic  dyes. 

€.  Granulation — Neutrophile. — The  most  frequent  leucocyte  of  human 
blood,  "  polynuclear."  Stain  only  in  neutral  dyes — not  in  acid  or 
basic. 

While  Ehrlich  and  his  pupils,  and  Rieder,  have  done  much  to  throw 
light  upon  the  relative  numbers  of  the  leucocytes  j^ossessing  these  different 
granulations  in  different  diseases,  they  have  accomplished  little  in  dis- 
covering the  origin  of  the  various  forms,  their  functions,  or  their  relation- 
ships. We  owe  the  first  satisfactory  studies  upon  the  properties  of  the 
different  forms  to  MetschnikofF,  who,  at  an  early  period  in  his  long- 
continued  and  wonderful  sei'ies  of  researches  upon  Phagocytosis,  made 
out  that  the  diflerent  wandering  cells  of  the  body  act  differently  towards 
microbic  and  other  foreign  particles  introduced  into  the  organisms.  Thus 
he  was  led  to  draw  a  distinction  between 

1.  Lymphocytes — immature  leucocytes. 

2.  Large  hyaline  cells,  mononuclear,  phagocytic,  "macrophages."^ 

3.  Smaller  neutrophile  cells,  polynuclear,  "  microiDhages." 

4.  Eosinophile  leucocytes — not  phagocytic.  ^ 

Quite  recently  the  admirable  researches  of  Prof.  Sherrington  and  of 
Dr.  Kanthack  and  Mr.  Hardy  have  appeared,  Avhich,  starting  on  the 
groundwork  laid  down  by  the  older  observers,  have  made  a  notable 
advance  in  the  determination  of  the  function  of  the  various  forms  of 
wandering  cells  in  inflammatory  and  other  conditions.    The  observations 

1  Wliile  acknowledging  that  a  certain  amount  of  convenience  attends  tlie  euijjloymeut  of 
these  terms,  "macrophage"  and  '•  microphage,"  I  cannot  but  agree  with  Professor  Burdou- 
Sauderson  tliat  they  are  utterly  barbai'ic. 

-  While  this  article  was  passing  through  the  press,  M.  Mesnil,  a  pupil  of  Metschnikoff, 
has  stated  that  eosinophilous  cells  can  occasionally  act  as  phagocytes.  The  statement 
is  contrary  to  Metschnikoli"s  previous  observations,  and,  I  may  add,  contrary  to  general 
experience.  Until  further  conlirmatorj-  observations  have  been  made,  I  am  not  prepared  to 
accept  the  statement. 
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of  Kanthack  and  Hardy  are  especially  full,  and  I  shall  have  occasion  to 
refer  continually  to  their  results.  In  the  meantime  it  may  be  said  that 
they  materially  simplify  the  classification  given  by  Ehrlich,  by  dividing 
the  leucocytes  thus  : — 

1.  Coarsely  granular    Qxyphile  cells.    Stainin"  with  acid  dyes. 

2.  Fmely  graniuar  J 

3.  Coarsely  granular  )  BasoiDhile  cells.    Stainincr  with  basic  dves. 

4.  imely  granular    ]        ^  o  o. 

5.  Hyaline  cells. 

6.  Lymphocytes. 

Their  coarsely  granular  oxyphile  cells  are  the  eosinophile  cells  of 
most  writers ;  their  finely  granular  are  the  neutrophile  and  amphophile 
of  Ehrlich.  They  prove  conclusively  that  Ehrlich's  neutral  stain  is  in  no 
sense  to  be  regarded  as  such,  but  must  be  considered  as  an  acid  dye. 

It  is  now  possible  to  collate  these  various  classifications,  and  in  this 
way  to  begin  to  study  the  functions  of  the  various  forms  with  a  clear 
appropriation  of  the  terms  employed  in  the  following  paragraphs. 


COLLATION  OF  THE  DIFFERENT  CLASSIFICATIONS  OF  THE  VARIETIES  OF 

LEUCOCYTES 


Kanthack  and  Hardy. 

Ehrlich. 

Metschuikoft". 

Max  Schultze. 

Wharton  Joues. 

Lymphocyte. 
Hyaline  cell. 
Coarsely  granular 
oxyphile. 

Finely  granular  y 
oxyphile.  \ 

Coarsely  granular 
basoi)hile. 

Finely  gi-auular 
basophile. 

Lymphocyte. 
Eosinophile  cell. 

Neutrophile  |ggi|s_ 
Amphophile  / 

Basophile  cell  with 
-j  granulation. 
Mastzellen. 

Basophile  cell  with 
S  granulation. 

Lymphocyte. 
Macrophagocyte. 
Eosinophile  cell. 

Microphagocyte. 

Small  round  cell  I. 

Large  round  cell  II. 

Cells  with  coarsely 
granular  proto- 
plasm. 

Cells  with  finely 
granular  proto- 
plasm. 

Cells    with  finely 
granular  proto- 
plasm. 

"1  Non-granular 
/    nucleated  cells. 
Granule  cells, 
coarsely  granular. 

Granule  cells,  finely 
granular. 

?  Granule  cells,  finely 
granular. 

Lynipliocyte. — Immature  leucocyte  ;  round  nucleus  deeply  staining ;  scanty  pro- 
toplasm ;  increased  in  number  after  food  ;  diminished  after  starvation 
indistinguishable  from  small  elements  of  lymphoid  tissue.    Not  phagocytic  ; 
variable  in  number  ;  not  amceboid  ;  may  form  up  to  30  per  cent  of  the 
leucocytes  present  in  human  blood. 

Hyaline  Cell. — Round  or  kidney  -  shaped  nucletis  of  slight  staining  power ; 
abundant  protoplasm  ;  hyaline  ;  non- granulated ;  actively  amoeboid  and 
phagocytic ;  rare  in  blood  (2  per  cent) ;  abundant  in  ccelomic  fluid. 
Nuclei  have  been  seen  to  undergo  mitosis. 

Coarsely  Granular  Oxyphile. — Large  horseshoe-shaped  nucleus  (in  man)  ;  relatively 
large  spherules  in  protoplasm  ;  highly  refractive  ;  staining  deeply  with 
acid  aniline  dyes  ;  abundant  in  ccelomic  fluid,  in  serous  cavities,  in  inter- 


So 


SYSTEM  OF  MEDICINE 


slices  of  areolar  tissue  (K  and  H),  and  in  bone  marrow  (Elirlicli)  ;  rare  in 

blood  (2-4  per  cent)  ;  aniteboid  ;  non-phagocytic. 
Finely  Ch-anular  Oxyphile. — Smaller  than  last  (in  man)  ;  nucleus  branching  or 

polynierous,  staining  deeply ;  granules  very  small  and  spherical ;  feeble 

oxyphile  reaction  (Ehrlich's  amphophile  reaction  in  rabbit,  neutrophile 

in  man,  etc.).    Abundant  in  blood  (20-70  per  cent  of  all  leucocytes)  ; 

absent  from  coelomic  fluid  ;  actively  amojljoid  and  phagocytic.    The  most 

common  form  of  pus  cell. 
Coarsely  Granular  Basophile. — When  found  free  in  ccelomic  fluid,  round  nucleus 

staining  very  feebly  ;  spherules  large  and  numerous,  stain  with  basic  dyes 

— somewhat  similar  cells  are  found  stationary  in  connective  tissue  spaces — 

absent  from  human  blood  in  health  ;  uon-fihagocytic. 
Finely  Granular  Busopliile. — Spherical  ;  smallest  of  the  wandering  cells  ;  tri- 

lobed  nucleus ;  clear  cell  substance  containing  great  numbers  of  fine 

basophile  dots.    Found  in  human  blood  in  small  numbers  (1-5  per  cent)  ; 

increased  after  meals. 

From  this  description  of  the  character  of  the  various  forms  of  leuco- 
cytes (for  which  I  am  largely  indebted  to  Kanthack  and  Hardy)  it  will 
be  seen  that  certain  forms  are  characteristically  present  in  the  circulating- 
blood,  namely,  the  finely  granular  oxyjjhile  and  the  finely  granular  baso- 
phile ;  others  in  the  body  fluid,  namely,  the  coarsely  granular  oxyphile 
and  coarsely  granular  basophile  ;  while  the  lymphocytes  and  hyaline  cells 
are  common  to  both  fluids.  It  must  be  added  that  the  eosinophile,  or 
coarsely  granular  oxyphile,  are  also  present  in  small  numbers  in  the 
healthy  human  blood  :  it  occurs  in  larger  numbers,  however,  in  diseased 
conditions  which  do  not  come  within  the  scope  of  this  article. 

Of  the  origin  and  relationship  of  these  diverse  cells  we  still  know 
very  little.  As  Gulland  has  pointed  out,  the  blood  of  the  eml)ryo  is 
entirely  free  from  white  corpuscles.  The  exact  period  at  which  each 
form  makes  its  first  appearance  has  not  yet  been  studied,  although  in  all 
prol^ability  such  a  study  would  throw  a  flood  of  light  upon  the  origin  of 
the  different  orders  of  cells. 

The  most  that  we  can  say  with  fair  certainty  is  that  the  lymphocj'tes, 
while  representing  the  larval  form  of  leucocytes  in  general,  are  in  the 
main  derived  from  lymphoid  tissue ;  that  some  of  them  develop  into  the 
hyaline  cells  (for,  as  Sherrington  and  others  have  noted,  every  gradation 
is  observable  between  these  two  foi-ms) ;  and  that  M'hat  appears  to  be  an 
immature  eosinophile  cell  can  often  be  detected  in  the  peritoneal  fluid, 
as  also  an  ijnmature  coarsely  granular  basophile  cell  (Kanthack  and 
Hardy).  Beyond  this  we  have  not  at  present  advanced. ^  Ehrlich's  sug- 
gestion that  the  eosinophile  cells  are  derived  from  the  bone  marrow  may 

1  I  quite  unilerstand  that  sundry  observers  regard  all  the  various  forms  of  leucocytes  as 
inoditicatious  one  of  another.  It  is  true  that  all  emliryologically  have  the  same  origin  : 
so,  for  example,  have  the  corpuscles  of  cartilage  and  bone,  yet  this  does  not  make  cartilage 
and  bone  one  tissue.  Everard,  Gulland,  Ruffer,  Demoor,  and  Massart  state  that  all  transi- 
tions are  observable  between  the  various  forms  ;  I  cannot  but  think  that  the  methods  of 
staining  employed  by  these  observers  were  insufficient  for  these  wide  conclusions.  It  is 
interesting  to  note  that  these  oljservers,  like  Kantliack  and  Hardy,  found  Ehrlich's  amjilio- 
phile  and  neutrophile  cells  to  stain  with  eosin,  that  is,  to  be  oxyphile. 
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be  partially  true,  but  not  entirely  ;  inasmuch  as  it  is  difficult  to  correlate 
the  preponderance  of  these  cells  in  the  body  fluid  with  so  special 
and  local  an  origin.  Nor  can  the  recent  observation  of  SiaAvcillo, 
that  eosinophile  cells  are  abundant  in  the  ray  which  jDossesses  neither 
bone  nor  bone-marrow,  be  regarded  as  favourable  to  Ehrlich's  hypothesis. 
And  again,  the  observations  of  Metschnikoft"  and  his  pupils  render  it 
eminently  j^robable  that  some,  at  least,  of  the  large  hyaline  cells  are 
derived,  not  from  lymphocytes,  but  from  jsroliferating  endothelial  cells 
of  the  lymph  and  blood-vessels  and  of  serous  siurfaces.  Finally,  it  is 
noticeable  that  the  cells  with  multilobate  nucleus  (the  finely  granular 
oxyphile),  the  commonest  of  the  hsemal  leucocytes,  are  not  to  be  recognised 
in  lymphoid  tissue :  yet,  as  Sherrington  has  j^ointed  out,  certain  of  their 
peculiarities,  notably  the  contorted  shape  of  the  nucleus,  may  be  regarded 
as  acquired,  inasmuch  as  if  they  be  allowed  to  remain  at  rest  in  the 
living  state  outsida  the  body  the  nuclei  become  more  spherical. 

Of  these  varieties  of  wandering  cells  not  all  have,  so  far,  been  found 
to  bear  a  part  in  the  inflammatory  process  :  but  certain  forms  ajo^^ear  to 
have  distinct  functions  therein  :  these  are  the  finely  granular  oxyphile 
(neutrophile),  the  coarsely  granular  oxyphile  (eosinophile),  and  the  hyaline 
cells. 

A  word  should  here  be  said  concerning  the  cells  of  later  develoi^ment, 
appearing  as  a  result  of  inflammation — giant -cells,  Eanvier's  cells,  and 
Gluge's  corpuscles.  Of  these  the  last  are  evidently  leucocytes  of  the 
hyaline  type  which  have  taken  up  the  fatty  products  of  tissue  degenera- 
tion ;  the  second — colossal  cells  breaking  down  with  great  ease — are  of 
doubtful  origin.  Giant-cells  would  seem  to  be  of  more  than  one  variety  : 
some  appear  to  be  due  to  aberrant  cell  growth,  wherein  the  nuclei  under- 
go division  without  the  protoplasm  of  the  cell  body  following  suit.  The 
characteristic  giant-cells  of  tuberculosis  and  chronic  inflammation  may 
now  be  said  with  fair  certainty  to  be  plasmodia,  in  all  respects  com- 
parable to  the  masses  of  fused  cells  seen  to  form  in  the  lower  animals 
around  foreign  bodies,  and  by  Kanthack  and  Hardy  around  masses  of 
bacteria  in  the  lymph  of  frogs  outside  the  body.  The  recent  observations 
of  Borel  and  of  Duenschmann  strongly  support  this  opinion. 

Phagocytosis. — In  the  case  of  a  very  large  number  of  pathogenic  micro- 
organisms (so  large  a  number  that  merely  to  enumerate  them,  with  the 
names  of  the  observers  and  of  the  animals  upon  which  the  observations 
have  been  conducted,  makes  a  list  so  long  that  in  the  bibliographical 
table  at  the  end  of  this  article  I  give  only  the  more  important  references, 
and  not  nearly  the  complete  list),  after  inoculation  into  the  organism,  a 
very  considerable  proportion  are  to  be  discovered,  sooner  or  later, 
within  wandering  cells  which  have  collected  in  the  region  of  inocula- 
tion. I  have  already  mentioned  more  than  one  case  of  this  nature 
in  discussing  the  comparative  pathology  of  inflammation.  Evidently  under 
certain  conditions  one  of  the  functions  of  certain  of  the  leucocytes  is  to 
attack  and  incorporate  bacteria.  The  leucocytes  having  these  projDerties  are 
more  especially  the  finely  granular  oxyphile  (where  the  injection  has  been 
VOL.  I  G 
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into  a  neighbourhood  richly  suijplied  with  vessels),  the  hyaline  cells 
chiefly  where  the  microbes  have  found  an  entry  into  the  body  cavity.  It 
is,  for  instance,  the  finely  granular  oxyphile  cell  which  is  found  in  over- 
whelming numbers  in  an  extending  subcutaneous  abscess,  and  these  are 
seen  to  contain  great  numbers  of  the  micrococci. 

The  conditions  leading  to  this  phagocytosis  have  been  very  fully  worked 
out  by  Metschnikoff.  He  has  amply  demonstrated  that  the  microbes  can 
be  taken  up  in  a  li^dng  condition.  Thus,  if  the  vibrio  Metschnikovi  (a 
form  closely  allied  to  the  cholera  spirillum)  be  inoculated  into  the  anterior 
chamber  of  the  eye  of  an  immunised  animal,  Avithin  a  very  few  hours 
phagocytes  are  discovered  filled  with  the  small,  slightly  curved  vil)riones. 
If  now  one  such  cell  l)e  isolated,  placed  in  a  drop  of  broth  upon  a 


Fig.  1. — Resolution  of  acute  infectious  disease  (relapsing  fever),  spleen  pulp  of  monkey  (Macacus 
erytlir.),  showing  («)  a  niicrophage,  imiltinuclear,  with  incepted  spirocluetes  ;  (i;)  solitary,  and  (c) 
funning  dense  tangle,  ((i  (/)  nuclei  of  splenic  tissue  (Zeiss  "jij,  ocular  4;  x  1515  diani.). — [Metsch- 
nikofl(51).] 

cover-slip,  made  into  a  hanging  drop  preparation  and  examined  under 
the  microscope,  it  is  seen  that  the  broth  causes  the  death  of  the 
leucocyte ;  while  with  time,  and  favourable  temperatui'e,  the  microbes 
proliferate  rapidly,  and  completely  fill  the  corpuscle  until  it  disintegrates  ; 
whereupon  they  ^jroceed  to  multiply  in  the  surrounding  fluid.  This 
seizing  and  incorporation  of  microbes  does  not  then  necessarily  lead  to 
their  death.  In  certain  cases  of  acute  disease  there  may  be  abundant 
phagocytosis,  and  the  disease  progress  nevertheless ;  the  phagocytes 
being  destroyed  by  the  products  of  the  incorporated  organisms.  This 
is  the  case  in  mouse  septicaemia,  in  swine  erysii^elas,  and  (as  has 
been  shown  c^uite  recently  by  Gabritchewski)  in  dijjhtheria.  As  M. 
Eoux  remarks  :  "  lis  ont  fait  de  leur  mieux  en  englobant  les  microbes, 
mais  ceux-ci  se  sont  adaptes  au  milieu  iut6rieur  des  cellules,  et  ils  ont 
triomphes." 

^  Roux,  Trans.  Internat.  Congress  of  Hygiene,  Loudon,  1891,  ii.  p.  120. 
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In  other  less  acute  diseases,  such  as  gonorrhoea ;  and  in  chronic 
maladies  of  a  tubercular  nature — in  tuberculosis,  leprosy,  and  glanders 
— the  bacilli  may  in  certain  stages  be  found  within  the  cells  and  rarely 
free  in  the  lymph  spaces,  they  appear  to  be  almost  parasitic,  after  the 
manner  of  the  microsphsera  previously  referred  to  as  infesting  the  amoeba. 


Fig.  2. — Two  giant-cells  seen  nnder  high  magnification  (x  1515  diani.)  from  a  rodent,  the  spcrniophile. 
inoculated  with  tuberculosis,  to  show  stages  in  the  destruction  of  the  bacilli,  o,  unaltered 
bacillus  ;  6,  bacillus  staining  badly,  and  with ,  greatly  thickened  capsule  ;  c,  bacillus  granular  and 
breaking  up  ;  de,  "shadows." — [Metschnikoff  (51).] 

In  these  cases  it  would  seem  as  though  the  toxic  projjerties  of  the 

microbes  and  the  antagonising  powers  of  the  cells  were  nearly  balanced. 

In  tuberculosis,  for  instance,  it  is  not  unusual  to  find  in  the  giant-cells 

some  bacilli  which  evidently  are  undergoing  degenerative  changes,  staining 

poorly  and  irregularly,  or  but  faintly  traceable  as  unstained,  translucent 

shadows,  while  elsewhere  they  are  apparently  proliferating  despite  their 

intracellular  position.  ^ 

^  It  is,  however,  unsafe  to  declare  iu  all  cases  that  because  a  micro-organism  continues 
to  stain  well  therefore  it  was  living  at  the  moment  the  preiiaration  was  taken  and  fixed 
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And  this  equality  or  almost  equality  of  the  resisting  powers  of  cells 
and  microbes  may  explain  the  chronic  nature  of  the  diseases  above  men- 
tioned. Nevertheless,  in  general,  it 
may  be  stated  that  there  is  some  rela- 
tionship to  be  recognised  between  the 
amount  of  phagocytosis  and  the  viru- 
lence of  the  microbe  ;  the  more  virulent 
the  microbes  the  less  the  proportion  of 
them  taken  up  by  the  cells  ;  and,  as 
Kanthack  and  Hardy  have  pointed  out, 
the  longer  the  time  before  the  phago- 
cytes come  into  action.  As  is  the  case 
in  the  unicellular  organisms,  so  in  the 
wandering  cells  of  higher  animals  the 
process  of  destruction  of  the  included 
microbes  can,  under  suitable  conditions, 
be  seen  to  be  digestive.  Several 
observers  have  seen  the  anthrax 
bacillus,  in  frogs  and  other  animals, 
wholly  or  in  i^art  surrounded  by  a 
vacuole  developed  within  the  leucocj'te  ;  and,  as  an  evident  result,  the 


Fig.  3. — Phagocytes,  inacrophiige  and  micro- 
phage,  to  show  stages  of  digestion  and 
destruction  of  bacilli,  from  spleen  and  eye 
respectively  of  white  rat  with  anthrax.  In 
1,  part  of  the  bacillus  is  unaffected,  but  a 
vacuole  has  formed  around  the  other  part, 
wliich  further  has  now  lost  the  powder  of 
taking  the  stain.  In  2,  various  stages  are 
seen,  the  bacilli  passing  through  the 
granular  badly  staining,  to  the  vacuolated 
unstained, until  finally  but  faint  "shadows" 
are  observable  (Zeiss  oc.  3). — [.\Ietsch- 
nikoff(ol).] 


Fig.  4. — Anthrax  uf  pigeon  (an  animal  but  slightly  susceptible  to  the  disease)  to  show  stages  of 
destruction  of  bacilli  by  phagocytes.  1  and  2,  macrophages  :  J,  from  exudation  from  ej'e  of  re- 
fractory bird  ;  2,  from  muscle  of  region  of  inoculation  of  bird  that  succumbed ;  3,  4,  5,  micro- 
phages — all  from  eye  twenty-seven  hours  after  inoculation  ;  a  c,  unaltered  bacilli ;  61  V-  bacilli 
becoming  more  and  more  degenerated  and  indistinct ;  c  c,  debris  of  bacilli  (Zeiss  ocular  3). 
— [Metschnikofr(51).] 

portion  so  surrounded  has  been  seen  to  become  swollen  and  fainter  when 
stained,  until  it  has  undergone  a  veritable  digestion  and  dissolution. 

As  with  the  lower  organisms,  so  with   the   wandering  cells  of 


by  heat.  Thus  in  ]iueumonia  after  the  crisis  a  fair  number  of  diplocooci  may  be  found 
within  the  leucocytes  of  the  e.xpectoratetl  contents  of  the  alveoli,  and  these  may  stain 
jierfectly  well  ;  yet  it  may  be  impossible  to  gain  a  single  growth  of  the  diplococcus  from 
the  same  material. 
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the  higher,  there  is  an  evident  attraction,  or  chemiotaxis,  whereby 
these  cells  pass  towards  the  microbes  and  their  products ;  and  this 
chemiotaxis  would  also  seem  in  general  to  be  in  the  inverse  ratio  of 
the  virulence  of  the  microbes.  I  say  in  general,  for  with  chemiotaxis  as 
with  phagocytosis  there  appear  to  be  exceptions  to  any  uniform  law  ;  and 
cases  can  be  brought  forward — of  diphtheria,  for  example — in  which  the 
leucocytes,  instead  of  being  repelled,  are  attracted  in  great  numbers  to 
the  region  of  inoculation  of  a  most  virulent  bacillus. 

The  chemiotactic  properties  of  the  wandering  cells  have  been 
especially  studied  by  Pekelharing,  Leber,  Massart  and  Bordet,  and  by 
GabritcheAvski. 

Of  the  results  obtained  by  these  oljservers  the  most  important  are 
that  leucocytes  are  variously  attracted  towards  various  substances.  Thus 
Leber  found  that  the  introduction  into  the  system  of  finely-powdered 
copper  and  various  compounds  of  mercury  caused  an  abundant  collection 
of  the  wandering  cells  around  the  particles,  while  powdered  gold,  silver 
and  iron  exerted  no  such  attraction.  Gabritchewski  and  A.  Schmidt 
showed  that  the  products  of  bacterial  growth  in  general  possessed  chemio- 
tactic properties  yet  more  powerful  than  simple  chemical  compounds. 
While  the  degree  of  positive  chemiotaxis  is  found  to  vary  within  wide 
limits,  the  examples  brought  forward  of  negative  chemiotaxis  exerted  by 
bacterial  products  have  so  far  been  very  few — so  few  as  to  support  the 
contention  of  Dr.  Kanthack,  that  it  is  very  doubtful  whether  any  microbes 
by  their  products  actually  rejDel  the  leucocytes,  though  they  are  capable 
of  causing  the  rapid  destruction  of  the  attracted  leucocytes,  and  so  of 
rendering  the  area  around  the  microbes  relatively  free  from  Avandering 
cells. 

A  very  good  study  of  the  action  of  bacteria  of  different  degrees  of 
virulence  can  be  made  by  repeating  an  experiment  of  Metschnikotf.  The 
rabbit  is  an  animal  susceptible  to  the  growth  within  its  tissues  of  the 
bacillus  of  anthrax.  As  is  well  known,  there  are  various  means  whereby 
the  virulence  of  this  microbe  can  be  diminished ;  so  that  if  cultures  of 
the  "attenuated"  bacillus  be  inoculated  into  susceptible  animals,  these, 
instead  of  causing  a  fatal  disease,  induce  but  a  transient  local  inflam- 
matory disturbance,  accompanied  by  fever,  and  followed  by  complete 
recovery.  If  now  a  small  quantity  of  a  virulent  culture  of  the  bacillus 
be  inoculated  into  the  one  ear  of  a  rabbit,  and  an  equal  quantity  of  an 
attenuated  culture  into  the  other,  the  results  are  very  instructive. 
Within  twenty-four  hours  it  can  be  noticed  that  an  acute  inflammation 
has  been  induced  in  both  ears  ;  in  both,  the  vessels  round  the  seat  of 
inoculation  are  greatly  congested,  but  whereas  at  the  seat  of  inoculation 
of  the  virulent  organism  there  is  a  serous  inflammation  so  intense  that 
the  skin  is  raised  and  separated  from  the  subjacent  tissues  by  a  clear, 
transparent,  reddish  fluid  which  also  infiltrates  the  deeper  tissues,  in 
the  other  ear  there  is  not  nearly  the  same  amount  of  swelling  and  serous 
exudation ;  the  region  of  inoculation  is  more  opaque  and  solid.  Upon 
more  minute  examination  the  serous  fluid  in  the  first  ear  is  found  to 
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contain  relatively  very  few  leucocytes ;  the  firmer  mass  in  the  second  is 
composed  of  a  huge  aggregation  of  leucocytes  \yide  art.  "Anthrax  "]. 

Evidently,  therefore,  the  relative  number  of  leucocytes  migrating, 
and  the  quantity  of  serum  exuded,  depend  very  largelj'  upon  the  inten- 
sity of  the  irritant ;  and  by  the  intensity  of  the  irritant,  and  the 
behaviour  of  the  leucocytes,  the  forms  of  the  inflammatory  process  may 
be  classified. 

But  to  the  subject  of  classification  I  shall  refer  later.  In  the  meantime 
it  is  well  to  sum  up  the  theory  of  phagocytosis  as  upheld  by  Metsch- 
nikoff"  and  those  who  see  in  this  phenomenon  the  all-important  factor  in 
inflammation  and  the  repair  of  injury  (as  also  in  the  production  of 
immunity),  in  order  that,  having  put  clearly  forward  the  tenets  of  those 
upholding  the  theory,  I  may  the  more  readily  state  wherein  lies  the 
strength  and  wherein  the  weakness  of  the  doctrine. 

The  theory  of  phagocytosis  as  set  forth  in  Metschnikoff's  later  writings 
may  be  summed  up  in  the  following  theses  : — 

1.  That  certain  of  the  leucocytes  present  in  the  blood  and  lymph, 
notably  the  finely  granular  oxyphile  or  neutrophile,  and  the  large 
hyaline,  are  capable  under  certain  conditions  of  taking  up  bacteria  which 
have  gained  entry  into  the  system. 

2.  That  in  addition  to  these  the  splenic  corpuscles,  the  cells  form- 
ing the  endothelium  of  capillaries,  and  sundry  other  fixed  cells  of  meso- 
blastic  origin,  possess  the  same  property,  although  they  exert  it  to  a  less 
extent. 

3.  That  these  phagocytes  seize  upon  and  destroy  living  and  active 
microbes  under  certain  conditions. 

4.  That  the  more  virulent  the  microbe  the  less  the  tendency  for  the 
leucocytes  above  mentioned,  and  for  the  other  fixed  cells,  to  take  up  the 
liacteria.  The  less  virulent  the  microbe  the  more  extensive  the  phago- 
cytosis. 

5.  That  in  addition  to  this  power  on  the  part  of  certain  cells  (the 
phagocytes)  to  take  up  and  destroj''  certain  bacteria,  another  factor 
has  to  be  called  in  to  explain  why  the  wandering  cells  of  the  body 
migrate  towards  the  focus  or  foci  where  the  micro-organisms  have 
gained  an  entry  into  the  body.  This  factor  is  the  "  chemiotaxis " 
exerted  by  the  products  of  bacterial  growth,  and  by  some  other  substances, 
such,  for  example,  as  the  products  of  death  of  tissue  and  of  wandering  cells  ; 
and  experimentally  also  certain  chemical  irritants,  as,  for  example,  tur^sen- 
tine  and  mercury.  In  the  case  of  the  virulent  microbes  the  leucocytes 
are  not  attracted  to  the  focus  of  infection.  There  is  a  "  negative " 
chemiotaxis,  and  thus,  in  the  absence  of  phagocytosis,  the  proliferation  of 
the  microbes  takes  place  Avithout  hindrance  ;  whereas  the  less  virulent 
microbes  and  their  products  attract  the  leucocytes,  they  exert  a  positive 
chemiotaxis,  so  that  there  is  a  migration  of  leucocytes  through  the 
capillary  and  venous  walls  to  the  focus  of  infection,  and  the  leucocytes 
taking  up  the  microbes  tend  to  arrest  the  infective  process. 

6.  That  the  leucocytes  may  become  accustomed    and  eventually 
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attracted  to  substances  from  which  at  first  they  were  repelled,  and  thus  a 
negative  may  be  transformed  into  a  positive  chemiotaxis. 

7.  That  the  cells,  having  once  acquired  positive  chemiotactic  properties 
in  relation  to  the  products  of  any  specific  microbe,  retain  and  transmit 
these  properties  through  a  series  of  cell  generations,  the  length  of  which 
varies  according  to  the  microbe,  the  extent  of  the  primary  reaction,  and 
the  idiosyncrasies  of  the  individual. 

8.  That,  consequently,  the  cure  of  zymotic  or  mycotic  disease,  whether 
localised  or  general,  and  immunity  also,  are  mainly  brought  about  by  the 
activity  of  special  cells  (the  phagocytes),  and  are  primarily  dependent 
upon  the  attraction  existing  between  these  cells  and  the  products  of 
bacterial  metabolism. 

9.  The  process  of  inflammation  is  essentially  the  endeavour  on  the 
part  of  the  organism  to  promote  the  migration  of  leucocytes,  and  to  aid 
the  inclusion  and  destruction  of  the  irritant.  "The  essential  and 
primordial  element  of  a  typical  inflammation  is  a  reaction  of  phagocytes 
against  the  irritant  {agent  nuisihle)  "  (14).  Or,  more  fully,  "  inflammation 
is  to  be  regarded,  on  the  whole,  as  a  phagocytic  reaction  of  the  organism 
against  irritants, — a  reaction  which  at  times  is  accomplished  by  the 
wandering  cells  alone,  at  times  with  the  aid  of  the  vascular  (fixed) 
phagocytes,  or  with  that  of  the  nervous  system." 

10.  That  in  rare  cases  bacteria  may  be  affected  if  not  destroyed 
by  extracellular  action,  by  substances  derived  from  the  leucocytes  and 
dissolved  in  the  surrounding  lymph. 

In  the  terms  of  this  theory,  then,  phagocytosis  is  the  all-important 
factor  in  the  inflammatory  process,  the  vascular,  exudative,  nervous  and 
other  phenomena  being  auxiliary  means  whereby  the  phagocytic  properties 
of  the  Avandering  and  fixed  mesodermal  cells  may  be  brought  more  fully 
into  action  :  the  determination  of  leucocytes  that  I  have  described  is 
almost  entirely  to  be  attributed  to  an  endeavour  on  the  part  of  these  cells 
to  take  up  and  destroy  the  irritant. 

It  is  necessary  now  to  ask  to  what  extent  this  doctrine  is  to  be 
accepted.  Certainly  phagocytosis  is  a  factor  in  the  inflammatory  process 
— no  antagonist  of  this  doctrine  nowadays  is  prepared  to  deny  this — 
but  does  it  occupy  the  all -important  position  arrogated  to  it  by 
Metschnikoff"  ?  Metschnikoft'  himself  admits  that  there  are  certain 
wandering  cells — the  coarsely  granular  oxyphiles — which  never  act  as 
phagocytes.  When  powers  so  great  are  found  to  belong  to  one  set 
of  leucocytes,  is  it  likely  that  another  set,  which  is  also  especially 
attracted  to  the  inflammatory  focus,  is  absolutely  devoid  of  either  bacteri- 
cidal or  antitoxic  function  1  Or,  to  approach  the  matter  from  another 
standpoint,  let  us  take  a  case  supplied  recently  by  Gabritchewski  from 
Metschnikoff's  laboratory.  If  a  guinea-pig  be  rendered  refractory  to  the 
bacillus  of  diphtheria,  and  if  the  vulva  be  cauterised  and  infected  by  a 
virulent  culture  of  this  bacillus,  there  results  a  necrosis  of  the  surface 
layers.  On  the  free  surface  of  the  necrosed  region  lie  the  proliferating 
microbes ;  apposed  to  the  under  surface  of  the  necrosed  area  is  a  large 
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collection  of  migrated  leucocytes.  In  about  three  days  the  necrosed 
tissue  sloughs  off,  and  recovery  and  I'epair  ensue.  But  in  this  process 
little  phagocytosis  is  observable.  The  phagocytosis  is  evidently  not 
commensurate  with  the  extent  of  the  inflammation ;  and  if,  as  Metsch- 
nikoff  urges,  the  leucocytes  are  the  all-important  factor,  their  jjowers  of 
defence  must  here  include  something  beyond  the  incorporation  of  the 
micro-organisms.  The  same  additional  something  would  seem  to  be 
wanted  to  explain  the  healing  of  abscesses. 

A  crucial  test  of  the  importance  of  phagocytosis  has  been  devised  by 
Baumgarten,  and  repeated,  with  like  results,  by  Sanarelli.  If  microbes  be 
placed  in  an  animal  which  has  normally  the  power  of  withstanding  the 
growth  of  such  microbes  ;  and  if,  further,  they  be  so  placed  (in  bags  of  filter 
paper,  celloidin,  or  pith)  that  the  leucocytes  cannot  attack  them,  although  the 
body  fluids  can  easily  bathe  them,  then,  if  Metschnikoff  be  right,  the  microbes 
ought  to  flourish  unaffected.  Baumgarten  and  Sanarelli  found  that  this 
is  not  so,  that  the  microbes  are  destroyed  despite  the  absence  of  phago- 
cytes; but  Metschnikoff,  repeating  these  experiments,  obtained  diametrically 
opposite  results.  Both  Baumgarten  and  Sanarelli  are  capable  observers, 
although  it  is  true  that  the  former  by  the  very  violence  of  his  attack 
upon  Metschnikoff  has  materially  weakened  his  position.  It  is,  however, 
difficult  to  explain  aAvay  their  positive  results,  or  to  arrive  at  a  conclusion 
other  than  that  under  certain  conditions  the  microbes  may  be  destroyed 
without  being  ingested. 

The  Humoral  Theory. — The  conception  that  there  is  some  agency 
besides  phagocytosis  pure  and  simple  has  led  bacteriologists,  in  the  study 
of  phenomena  of  inflammation  and  immunity,  to  engage  in  a  very  remark- 
able series  of  exjjeriments.  Although  some  of  them  have  failed  to  establish 
a  satisfactory  theory  of  immunity,  they  have  led  to  results  of  such  high 
impoi'tance  as  the  discovery  of  the  serum  treatment  of  diphtheria  and 
tetanus.  The  majority  of  these  researches,  indeed,  bear  especially  upon 
the  production  of  immunity,  and  only  secondarily  upon  the  inflammatory 
process.  It  is  unnecessary  for  me,  therefore,  to  describe  them  in  detail ; 
it  will  suffice  if  I  indicate  the  direction  taken  by  the  more  important 
among  them. 

First  in  order  of  time  may  be  mentioned  Xuttall's  ol)servations. 
In  an  attempt  to  repeat  Metschnikoft''s  researches  upon  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  anthrax  bacillus,  this  observer  noticed  that  if  he  placed 
a  fine  caimula  containing  a  fresh  culture  of  attenuated  anthrax  l)acilli  in 
the  tissue  of  a  rabbit's  ear,  there  resulted  in  sixteen  hours  a  rich  cellular 
exudation ;  but  phagocytosis  appeared  not  to  reach  its  maximum  for 
twenty-two  hours,  and  even  then  half  of  the  Imcilli  lay  free  and  not  taken 
up  by  cells ;  and  he  found,  further,  that  the  free  bacilli  showed  involu- 
tion and  degeneration  to  the  same  extent  as  did  the  ingested.  This  led 
him  to  study  the  effect  of  blood  serum,  defibrinated  blood  and  lymph  upon 
the  bacilli,  and  he  discovered  that  these  fluids  had  a  remarkably  rapid 
action,  destroying  great  numbers  within  a  very  few  hours.  Moritz, 
Traube,  Von  Fodor,  and  others  had  previously  recognised  this  rapid 
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destruction  of  micro-organisms  in  the  living  blood,  but  Nuttall's  very 
full  research  appeared  to  show  conclusively  that  the  bacteiia-destroying 
power  resided  largely  in  the  serum,  and  that  in  inflammation  the  exuded 
fluid  rather  than  the  leucocytes  brought  about  the  destruction  of  the 
microbes. 

These  observations  were  confirmed  and  extended  l)y  Nissen,  Behring, 
and  Buchner,  and  a  most  valual)le  series  of  contributions  (see  article  on 
the  "General  Pathology  of  Infection")  have  been  made  by  Hankin, 
Buchner,  Vaughan,  Tizzoni  and  Cattani,  Behring,  and  others  upon  the 
nature  and  proj^erties  of  the  substances  to  be  derived  from  the  Ijlood 
serum  of  animals  either  naturally  immune  to  certain  diseases,  or  rendered 
immune  l^y  one  or  other  procedure.  What  is  more,  it  has  been  re- 
cognised that  two  orders  of  substances  are  recognisable  :  one  capal)le 
of  destroying  pathogenetic  microbes,  the  other  not  destroying  them,  but 
rendering  their  products  inert. 

It  would  thus  at  first  sight  appear  that  in  these  discoveries  there  is  a 
direct  contradiction  to  the  theory  of  jDhagocytosis.  Yet  upon  further 
study  this  is  found  not  to  l^e  the  case. 

As  was  shown  Nuttall,  at  the  commencement  of  these  studies,  the 
l)loocl  serum  removed  from  the  body  acts  far  more  rapidly  and  energetic- 
ally than  do  the  blood  plasma  and  lymph  within  the  body.  The 
disparity  of  action  l^etween  the  two  is  remarkable.  Thus  Lubarsch  has 
shown  that  in  order  to  kill  a  rabbit  by  anthrax,  by  injection  into  the 
circulating  blood,  at  least  16,000  virulent  bacilli  of  the  disease  must  be 
introduced  :  a  smaller  number  produces  only  a  transient  disturbance. 
That  is  to  say,  the  whole  circulating  blood  can  only  destroy  less  than 
16,000  bacilli  at  a  time.  On  the  other  hand,  one  cubic  centimetre  (15 
minims)  of  rabliit's  blood  serum  can  in  a  few  minutes  kill  an  equal  or  even 
greater  number. 

The  Cellulo-Humoral  Theorij. — If  the  serum  and  if  the  blood  plasma 
contain  bactericidal  sul)stances,  these  must  in  all  likelihood  be  develoj^ed 
by  certain  cells,  and  thus  at  bottom  the  humoral  theory  must  be  cellular  ; 
and  the  very  fact  of  the  great  increase  in  the  bactericidal  properties 
of  the  blood  immediately  on  its  withdi^awal  from  the  body,  must  suggest 
that  in  the  changes  which  occur  in  the  extravascular  blood  there  is  a 
liberation  and  solution  of  bactericidal  substances.  Now  the  first  and 
foremost  of  these  changes  is  the  breaking  down  of  the  leucocytes 
as  the  blood  begins  to  clot.  It  may  therefore  be  that  this  breaking 
down  of  the  leucocytes,  with  liberation  of  their  contents,  is  capable  of 
explaining  the  increased  bactericidal  action  of  defibrinated  blood  and 
blood  serum. 

That  the  leucocytes  contain  bactericidal  substances  was  first  demon- 
strated by  Dr.  Hankin,  who  obtained  from  the  lymphatic  glands  and  spleens 
of  animals  immune  to  anthrax  (dogs  and  cats),  a  proteid  of  the  nature 
of  a  globulin  identical  with  Dr.  Halliburton's  cell  globulin  (3,  and  having 
a  bacteria-killing  power  similar  to  that  possessed  by  blood  serum.  In 
later  observations  upon  the  rat  he  showed  that  there  was  a  relationship 
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between  the  amount  and  activity  of  these  "  defensive  proteids  "  and  the 
power  of  resistance  of  the  animal  to  the  disease.  Thus  Hankin  showed 
that  in  animals  possessing  the  power  of  destroying  bacilli,  the  organs 
containing  the  largest  collections  of  leucocytes  yielded  notable  quantities 
of  a  bactei-ia-destroying  substance. 

For  the  last  few  years  I  have  steadily  urged  this  view,  and  observa- 
tion after  observation  is  proving  it  to  be  correct.  Recently  Buchner  has 
shown  that  if  sterilised  emulsions  of  the  gluten  of  wheat  be  injected  into 
the  pleural  cavity  of  a  dog  and  rabbit,  its  presence  leads  to  the  pouring 
out  of  an  aseptic  exudation  peculiarly  rich  in  leucocytes,  and  this  exudation 
is  more  bactericidal  than  is  the  blood  and  senim  of  the  animal.  Fui'ther, 
Victor  C.  Vaughan  is  led  to  the  conclusion  that  the  bactericidal  action  is 
associated  with  the  leucocytes  by  his  discovery  that  from  blood  serum  a 
nuclein  (or  nucleinic  acid)  can  be  separated — a  body,  that  is,  which  so  far 
has  been  found  exclusively  in  connection  with  nucleated  cells.  This 
TUiclein  is  either  itself  bactericidal,  or  has  a  bactericidal  substance  in  inti- 
mate association  with  it ;  and  Vaughan's  observations  and  conclusions 
have  been  substantiated  by  the  later  and  independent  researches  of 
Kossel  upon  nucleinic  acid. 

Further  confirmation  of  the  correctness  of  these  views — that  the 
bactericidal  action  of  the  blood  serum  is  due  to  the  breaking  down  of  the 
leucocytes — has  been  supplied  from  the  laboratory  of  Denys  at  Louvain. 
Denys  and  Havel  have  shown  that  the  blood  and  exudations  of  the  dog, 
freed  from  leucocytes  either  by  filtration  or  by  centrifugal  action,  lose 
their  bactericidal  action,  regaining  it  when  the  leucocytes  are  reintro- 
duced. Van  der  Velde  induced  an  exudation  rich  in  leucocytes  by 
injecting  into  the  pleural  cavities  of  rabbits  sterilised  cultures  of  the 
pyococci,  and  killing  the  animals  at  various  periods.  Centrifugalising 
the  pleural  fluid,  he  found  that  the  older  the  exudation,  and  the  richer  it 
had  been  in  wandering  cells,  the  more  powerful  its  bactericidal  action, — 
this  being  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  bactericidal  action  of  the  blood 
serum  removed  at  the  same  time  and  similarly  centrifugalised. 

But  more  convincing  proof  has  been  gained  by  a  study  of  the  leuco- 
cytes in  action.  Even  in  1887  Ribbert,  in  his  studies  upon  the  fate 
of  spores  of  various  species  of  aspergillus  and  mucor  inoculated  into  the 
anterior  chamber  of  the  rabbit's  eye,  had  found  that  two  stages  of  reaction 
were  recognisable  :  at  first  the  spores  and  developing  hyphal  filaments 
became  surrounded  by  dense  clusters  of  leucocytes,  which  remained  in 
apposition  to,  but  did  not  ingest  the  micro-organisms.  Nevertheless 
they  appeared  to  bring  about  a  weakening  and  lowering  of  vitality  on 
the  part  of  the  spores  and  filaments,  so  that  after  a  time  other  cells 
could  manifest  their  phagocytic  activity  and  take  them  up.  Ribbert,  it 
is  true,  attributed  the  lowering  of  vitality  to  the  walling  in  ("  Wallbil- 
dung  ")  by  the  leucocytes,  and  consequent  lack  of  nutrition ;  but  the  fact 
remains  that  he  demonstrated  a  preparatory  extracellular  action  upon  the 
micro-organisms  by  the  leucocytes. 

Altogether  the  fullest  and  most  important  studies  upon  this  extra- 
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cellular  action  have  been  those  of  Kanthack  and  Hardy.  In  their  first 
communication  to  the  Royal  Society  these  observers  showed  (and  their 
experiment  can  be  repeated  without  difficulty)  that  if  a  drop  of  frog's 
lymph  be  placed  upon  a  cover-slip,  with  the  addition  of  a  few  anthrax 
bacilli,  and  this  preparation  be  suspended  in  a  moist  chamber,  an  ex- 
amination extending  over  four  or  five  hours  reveals  the  following  suc- 
cession of  changes  : — 

1.  The  coarsely  granular  oxyphile  cells  are  strongly  attracted  to  the 
bacilli :  they  move  towards  them,  and  apply  themselves  to  their  surface  ; 
their  protoplasm,  ordinarily  sluggish,  exhibits  cpiick  streaming  move- 
ments. Next  the  eosinophile  granules  are  discharged,  and  the  bacilli 
begin  to  show  signs  of  degeneration.  During  this  stage  the  hyaline  cells, 
the  phagocytes  proper,  remain  quiescent,  and  are  not  even  attracted 
towards  the  bacilli. 

2.  The  hyaline  cells  proliferate  and  eventually  approach  the  masses 
of  oxyphile  cells  surrounding  the  bacilli ;  they  fuse  with  these— forming 
a  Plasmodium  aroTind  the  chains — and  for  the  next  hour  or  two  nothing 
can  be  clearly  made  out  as  to  the  action  of  individual  cells. 

3.  The  first  stage  in  the  dissolution  of  the  mass  is  the  separation 
and  wandering  away  of  the  oxyphile  cells ;  next,  the  hyaline  phagocytes 
containing  remnants  of  the  bacilli  within  vacuoles  slowly  break  apart. 

4.  A  third  set  of  cells,  with  basophile  granules,  is  observed  to 
approach  during  this  last  period ;  as  to  their  functions  Kanthack  and 
Hardy  are  a  little  doubtful. 

Here,  then,  we  have  clear  evidence  of  division  of  labour  among  the 
wandering  cells  of  the  frog  :  the  coarsely  granular  oxyphile  cells  act  as 
unicellular  glands  discharging  or  excreting  their  granules,  and  these 
granules  dissolving  appear  to  exert  a  deleterious  action  upon  the  bacilli, 
in  consequence  of  which  the  hyaline  cells  are  now  capable  of  ingesting 
them.  I  may  add  that  occasionally  the  coarsely  granular  cells  may  be 
seen  to  act  when  not  in  immediate  apposition  to  the  microbes  ;  the 
number  of  granules  in  a  cell  may  diminish,  and  at  the  same  time 
neighbouring  bacilli  manifest  signs  of  partial  dissolution.^ 

Continuing  their  research  Kanthack  and  Hardy  have  demonstrated 
these  distinctions  in  the  function  of  the  diff'erent  forms  of  leucocytes 
throughout  the  vertebrata  up  to  man.  They  have  shown  that  in  general 
the  hyaline  cells  act  as  the  phagocytes  of  the  lymphatic  and  coelomic 
system  ;  the  finely  granular  oxyphile  (neutrophile  and  amphophile)  as  the 
phagocytes  of  the  haemal  system ;  while  the  coarsely  granular  oxyphile 
(eosinophile)  when  present  possess  excretory  functions. 

If  capillary  chambers  filled  with  bacilli  or  their  products,  or  some 
irritant  such  as  nitrate  of  silver  or  turpentine,  were  placed  under  the 
skin,  or  in  the  peritoneal  cavity,  and  allowed  to  remain  there  for  periods 

1  Mesnil,  in  a  long  and  often  suggestive  work,  which  appeared  while  this  article  was  in 
the  press,  contradicts  these  observations  of  Kanthack  and  Hardy.  Apparently  he  never  once 
attempted  to  repeat  their  procedure,  never  once  attempteil  the  simple  methods  necessary  to 
confirm  their  results.    His  criticism  must  therefore  be  relatively  valueless. 
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up  to  tM'eiity-four  hours,  they  were  found  to  contain  a  multitude  of  cells, 
chiefly  of  the  coslomic  type.  If  the  irritant  were  situated  in  such  a 
position  as  to  appeal  to  the  blood-vessels  of  a  vascular  membrane  rather 
than  to  the  cells  of  the  connective  tissue  spaces,  then  the  cells  were  those 
of  the  hfemal  system.  In  both  cases  in  the  earliest  stages  there  was 
usually  foimd  a  preponderance  of  the  coarsely  granular  oxyphile  cells. 
Even  in  cutaneous  blisters  induced  upon  themselves,  while  the  main  mass 
of  cells  present  in  the  serous  exudation  were  the  finely  granular  oxyjAile 
of  haemal  origin,  the  coarsely  graiuilar  were  always  more  abundant 
relatively  to  the  others  than  in  the  blood.  The  rate  of  accumulation  Avas 
found  to  vary  according  to  the  irritant.  Thus,  comparing  the  action  of 
the  virulent  B.  anthracis  and  the  harmless  B.  ramosus  upon  rabbits  and 
guinea-pigs,  it  was  seen  that  if  cultures  of  these  two  forms  were  placed 
within  capillary  tubes  and  introduced  into  the  peritoneal  cavity,  with  the 
former  oidy  the  coarsely  granular  oxyphile  found  its  way  into  the  tubes 
(even  after  seven  hours),  whereas  with  the  latter  enormous  numbers  of 
the  hyaline  phagocytes  had  invaded  the  chambers  within  two  and  a  half 
hours.  In  the  former  case,  also,  the  total  number  of  invading  cells  of  all 
kinds  was  very  much  less  than  in  the  latter  case ;  and  there  Avas  cleai' 
evidence  of  the  abundant  disintegration  and  dissolution  of  many  of  the 
cells.  This  destruction  of  a  certain  number  of  cells  occurred,  whatever 
the  nature  of  the  microbe  introduced  into  the  system ;  and,  as  these 
observers  point  out,  it  must  profoundly  alter  the  chemical  constitution  of 
the  plasma,  and  may  therefore  play  an  important  part  in  the  struggle 
with  the  bacilli.  They  observed  phenomena  of  the  same  nature  as  those 
of  the  frog's  lymph,  when  they  placed  anthrax  bacilli  in  hanging  drops 
of  human  blister  fluid  and  examined  the  ^^reparations  upon  the  warm 
stage,  noticing  here  also  the  rapid  diminution  of  the  granules  of  the 
eosinophile  cells. 

Finally,  it  must  be  added  that  MetschnikofF  (while  misunderstanding 
wholly  the  drift  of  these  last-mentioned  researches)  has  recently  admitted 
that  the  wandering  cells  are  capalile  of  exerting  an  extracellular  activity 
upon  the  bacteria.  Certain  observations  of  R.  Pfeiff'er  had  revealed  that, 
under  certain  conditions,  when  guinea-pigs  have  been  rendered  highly 
refractory  to  the  spirillum  of  cholera,  these  microlies  when  injected  into 
the  peritoneal  cavity  are  rapidly  modified,  becoming  swollen  and  spherical 
before  any  phagocytosis  has  time  to  come  into  play;  and  this  alteration 
was  explained  by  Pfeiff'er  as  due  to  the  fluid  secreted  by  the  peritoneal 
cells  following  upon  the  inoculation.  Without  detailing  Metschnikoft"s 
criticism  of  the  value  of  these  observations,  it  will  suffice  to  say  that, 
carefully  repeating  them,  he  discovered  that  five  minutes  after 
such  injection  the  leucocytes  in  the  peritoneal  fliiid  —  "  poly  nuclear," 
mononuclear,  and  eosinophilous — were  surrounded  by  a  layer  of  spirilla, 
while  the  lymphocytes  and  red  corpuscles  were  entirely  free  from  any 
such  surrounding.  Here  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  the  wander- 
ing cells  the  short,  curved  bacillary  forms  could  be  seen  to  have  undergone 
the  transformation  into  globules.    Metschnikoff'  further  recognised  a  clear 
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zone,  evidently  of  exuded  liquid,  between  the  leucocytes  and  the  spirilla. 
Whether  this  be  a  true  secretion,  or  an  accompaniment  of  the  death  of 
the  cells,  he  is  not  at  present  prepared  to  say. 

In  this  way  Metschnikoff  admits  that,  besides  phagocytosis,  an  extra- 
cellular action  of  the  wandering  cells  does  occur ;  so  that  now  the  only 
point  of  jjaramount  importance  to  be  agreed  upon  is  the  extent  to  which 
the  extracellular  activity  is  manifested  intra  vitani.  Metschnikofi'  at 
present  holds  that  it  plays  a  very  secondary  part  compared  with  phago- 
cytosis ;  others,  like  Buchner  in  Germany,  Denys  in  Belgium,  Kanthack 
and  Hardy  in  England,  hold  that  its  part  is  of  high  importance.  Person- 
ally, while  holding  that  phagocytosis  has  been  conclusively  proved  to  be 
of  singularly  high  importance,  I  cannot  but  see  in  this  extracellular  action 
of  active  and  of  disintegrating  leucocj'tes  an  adjuvant  to  the  former  factor, 
and  one  which  under  certain  conditions  is  even  of  greater  value  to  the 
organism  in  its  attempt  to  neutralise  microbic  and  other  irritants. 
Whether  the  fixed  tissue  cells  of  the  body  have  similar  "  extracellular  " 
action  ujjon  living  irritants  or  not,  is  a  matter  that  has  not  yet  been 
ascertained.    There  are  indications  that  this  may  be  so. 

Summary.  ■ —  Thus,  to  sum  up  the  facts  gathered  together  in  this 
chapter,  the  chief  results  of  recent  researches  into  the  functions  of  the 
wandering  cells,  as  they  affect  our  knowledge  of  the  inflammatory  process, 
would  seem  to  be  the  following : — 

1.  That  in  the  higher  animals  there  are  several  forms  of  leucocytes. 

2.  That  a  distinction  can  be  made  out  in  the  distribution  of  the 
various  forms,  some  being  characteristic  of  the  blood,  others  of  the  con- 
nective tissue  spaces  and  of  the  coelom  and  coelomic  fluid  in  general. 

3.  That  the  forms  of  cells  accumulating  during  the  inflammatory 
process  consequently  vary  according  to  the  region  of  injury. 

■i.  That  a  variation  is  to  be  made  out  also  in  the  rate  of  accumula- 
tion of  the  different  forms  of  cells :  the  coarsely  granular  oxyphile 
(eosinophilous),  which  in  the  main  are  pre-existent  in  the  connective 
tissue  spaces,  being  attracted  sooner  than  the  finely  granular  oxyphile 
(neutrophile  ha?mal)  and  the  hyaline  (coelomic)  respectively. 

5.  That  a  further  distinction  is  to  be  made  out  in  the  mode  of  action 
of  these  cells :  the  coarsely  granular  oxyphile  never  act  as  phagocytes, 
but  possess  excretory  properties ;  the  hyaline  and  finely  granular  oxy- 
phile are  characteristically  phagocytic. 

6.  That  the  accumulation  of  leucocytes  is  due  in  part  to  migration, 
in  part  to  proliferation  in  situ. 

7.  That  under  certain  conditions  (what  these  are  and  what  their 
relative  importance  have  yet  to  be  more  fully  worked  out)  the  phagocytes 
are  capable  of  directlj?^  incorporating  pathogenetic  bacteria.  The  main 
conditions  would  seem  to  be  the  possession  by  the  bacteria  of  relatively 
weak  irritant  or  pathogenetic  properties,  and  by  the  organism  of  rela- 
tively strong  powers  of  resistance. 

8.  That  under  other  conditions  (where,  for  example,  the  microbes  are 
endowed  with  fuller  irritant  properties,  or  the  constitutional  resistance  is 
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lower)  phagocytosis  may  be  preceded  by  an  excretory  process  on  the 
part  of  certain  cells,  notably  the  coarsely  granular  oxyphile,  whereby 
ajjparently  the  vitality  and  irritant  properties  of  the  microbes  undergo  a 
diminution.  Here  again  we  are  as  yet  ignorant  of  the  exact  value  of  all 
the  factors  leading  to  active  intervention  of  these  excretory  cells. 

9.  That  the  bactericidal  and  antitoxic  action  of  the  blood  serum  and 
body  fluids  outside  the  body  is  due  to  the  liberation  into  these  fluids  of 
bactericidal  and  antitoxic  substances  step  by  step  with  the  disintegration 
of  the  leucocytes. 

10.  That  clearly  this  liberation  of  Imctericidal  and  antitoxic  sub- 
stances by  excretion  from  living  cells,  and  by  disintegration,  does  not 
obtain  to  the  same  extent  in  the  fluids  within  the  living  body  ;  never- 
theless it  does  occur,  more  especially  as  the  result  of  irritation,  and 
its  occurrence  is  fitted  to  explain  those  cases  in  which  the  amount  of 
phagocytosis  observable  is  not  coextensive  with  the  disappeaiance  of  the 
microbic  irritants. 

11.  That  where  the  Imcteria  are  endowed  with  great  virulence,  there 
the  wandering  cells  migrating  to  the  region  are  both  fewer  in  numl)ers, 
and,  being  killed,  undergo  dissolution  to  a  very  considerable  extent. 
This  dissolution  may  in  itself,  by  the  liberation  of  bactericidal  substances 
into  the  inflammatory  exudation,  hinder  the  proliferation  of  the  microbes 
to  a  greater  or  less  extent.  If,  however,  the  dissolution  be  unaccom- 
panied by  a  massing  of  active  leucocytes  perijjherally  around  the  region 
of  irritation,  then  the  microbic  irritants  may  be  carried  away  from  the 
inflammatory  focus,  and  induce  generalised  disease. 

To  complete  this  summary  I  will  here  add  other  conclusions  deduced 
from  a  study  of  the  later  stages  of  inflammation  and  discussed  in  a  later 
chapter  ("Upon  the  part  played  l>y  the  fixed  Cells  in  the  Inflammatory 
Process  "),  namely  : — 

12.  In  the  later  stages  of  inflammation  the  growing  fibroblasts  may 
often  be  seen  to  contain  leucocytes-  in  process  of  digestion.  Presumably, 
therefore,  a  certain  number  subserve  nutrition. 

13.  Others  are,  in  certain  cases,  recognisable  in  the  lymph-spaces 
outside  the  inflammatory  focus,  containing  the  debris  of  dead  tissue. 
Emigration  can  therefore  occiu-  as  well  as  immigration. 

14.  The  process  of  development  of  wandering  into  fixed  cells  has 
been  observed ;  but  this  is  the  exception,  not  the  rule. 

15.  The  contrary  process  of  development  of  wandering  cells  from 
degenerating  tissue  (muscle  fibres)  has  also  been  recorded  by  more  than 
one  observer. 

Chapter  2. — The  Inflammatory  Exudation 

Whenever  injury  to  the  tissues  leads  to  vascular  dilation  there  is 
an  increased  eff'usion  of  plasma  from  the  blood.  The  extent  of  this 
effusion  varies  greatly ;  it  varies  with  the  tissue  affected,  the  state 
of  the  organism,  and  the  quality  and  nature  of  the  irritant.  Dense 
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tissue  permits  of  little  exudation,  while  loose  vascular  tissue,  under  the 
action  of  an  irritant  of  no  great  intensity,  may  undergo  great  exudative 
swelling.  There  is,  for  instance,  a  peculiar  liability  in  serous  and 
cutaneous  surfaces  (or  more  truly  in  subserous  and  dermal  layers),  when 
inflamed,  to  manifest  abundant  exudation.  Their  vascularity  and  the 
slight  external  resistance  would  appear  to  explain  this  liability.  There  is 
not  the  same  tendency  to  abundant  exudation  from  mucous  surfaces  save 
Avhere,  as  in  the  alveoli  of  the  lungs,  the  epithelium  is  reduced  to  a 
single  layer  of  delicate  flattened  cells ;  on  the  other  hand,  there  is  a 
marked  tendency  towards  serous  infiltration  and  swelling  of  the  sub- 
mucosa.  That  some  general  state  of  the  organism  is  a  factor  concerned  is 
seen  when  virulent  anthrax  bacilli  are  inoculated  subcutaneously  into  an 
ordinary  ral^bit  and  into  one  that  has  been  rendered  immune  :  in  the 
former  the  exudation  is  of  a  serous  nature,  in  the  latter  little  fluid  is 
exuded  from  the  vessels.  The  effect  of  the  quality  of  the  irritant  is 
observable  upon  comparison  of  the  results  of  inoculation  of  various  microbes. 
Some  cause  little  exudation  of  fluid.  These  are  in  general  of  low  patho- 
genic quality,  but  not  always ;  certain  virulent  microbes  (such  as  those 
of  tetanus)  lead,  when  inoculated,  to  relatively  little  eflxision  of  fluid  from 
the  vessels.  On  the  other  hand,  it  may  be  stated  definitely  that  where 
in  a  moderately  dense  tissue  the  injection  of  a  pure  culture  of  a  micro- 
organism leads  to  well-marked  exudation,  the  micro-organism  is  of  high 
virulence. 

Can  any  meaning  be  ascribed  to  this  effusion  %  Is  it  an  attempt 
at  increased  nutrition  in  the  injured  region  ?  It  has  been  sug- 
gested, in  accordance  with  Virchow's  theory  of  inflammation,  that 
the  injury,  stimulating  the  surrounding  fixed  cells,  leads  to  increased 
local  metabolism  ;  and  that  the  exudation  is  a  means  of  bringing  to  the 
region  the  increased  nourishment  demanded  by  the  increased  cellular 
activity.  But  inasmuch  as  exudation  is  most  marked  in  those  cases 
where  there  is  most  profound  and  rapid  cell  destruction,  and  again  at  the 
early  stage  of  the  inflammatory  reaction,  when  evidences  of  growth  and 
proliferation  of  the  fixed  cells  of  the  region  may  be,  and  most  often  are, 
wholly  wanting,  this  view  can  scarcely  be  upheld.  Yet  at  a  later  period 
of  the  process,  and  again  in  chronic  inflammation,  the  overgrowth  of  the 
connective  tissue  cells  would  appear  to  stand  in  close  relationship  to  the 
over-nutrition  caused  by  the  continued  dilation  of  the  vessels  and  the 
pouring  out  of  excessive  lymph  into  the  tissues.  There  is,  apparently,  a 
close  relationship  between  the  increased  exudation  and  inflammatory 
hyperplasia. 

That  the  exudation  exerts  a  "  flushing-out "  action  is  very  evident  in 
many  cases.  Thus  the  inflammation  induced  by  plunging  an  animal's  leg 
into  hot  water  is  accompanied  liy  great  increase  in  the  amount  of  lymph 
obtainable  from  the  efferent  lymphatics  of  the  part.  It  is  shown  also  by 
the  presence  of  streptococci  in  the  lymph-channels  outside  the  area  of 
acute  inflammation  in  erysipelas,  by  the  frequent  implication  of  the 
nearest  lymph-glands  in  suppurative  disturbances,  and  by  the  appearance 
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of  lesions,  due  to  the  direct  action  of  bacterial  jsroducts,  in  organs 
far  removed  from  the  focus  of  bacterial  proliferation  in  such  diseases  as 
diphtheria  and  tetanus,  wherein,  as  a  rule,  the  bacteria  remain  strictly 
localised.  It  is  clear  that  the  exudation  into  an  inflamed  area  can  accom- 
plish a  removal  of  irritant  matters.  It  is  clear  also,  from  more  than  one 
of  the  examples  given  above,  that  a  process  which  may  be  beneficial  to 
the  region  of  injury  may  be  harmful  to  the  system  as  a  whole. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  this  eff'ect  of  flushing,  in  part  beneficial, 
in  part  harmful,  has,  if  I  may  so  express  it,  gained  a  certain  amount  of 
recognition  on  the  part  of  the  organism.  "Where  the  irritant  can  be  con- 
veyed to  the  exterior  an  abundant  exudative  inflammation  generally 
occurs — an  aljundant  flushing ;  where  it  can  be  conveyed  into  one  of 
the  Iwdy  cavities  the  same  holds  good  ;  but  hei'e  a  mechanism  is  often 
called  into  action  whereby  the  exudate  with  its  contained  irritants  is  held 
within  the  serous  cavity  for  days  and  weeks  after  all  signs  of  active 
inflammation  have  subsided.  The  organism,  that  is  to  say,  would  seem 
to  restrain  its  drainage  to  the  general  lymphatic  system.  AVhere  the 
irritant  is  merely  the  product  of  tissue  change,  the  profuse  exudate  is 
rapidly  conveyed  away ;  where,  on  the  other  hand,  the  injury  is  of 
bacterial  origin,  the  passage  of  lymph  from  the  focus  of  inflammation, 
is,  generally  speaking,  not  nearly  so  free  \  it  is  of  thicker  consistency  and 
drains  away  slowly.  In  short,  as  I  have  already  indicated,  where  the 
microbe  is  not  too  virulent  a  cellular  rather  than  a  serous  inflammation 
is  produced  ;  and  in  place  of  abundant  flushing  an  increased  antibacterial 
and  antitoxic  action  of  the  exuded  lymph  comes  into  play. 

But  besides  this  "flushing-out"  eff'ect  the  exudation  subserves 
another  purpose,  namely,  dilution  of  the  irritant  and  reduction  of  its 
injurious  properties,  so  that  it  acts  with  lessened  force  upon  the  tissues, 
and  permits  the  wandering  cells  to  be  attracted  to  the  region  where  they 
may  exert  their  functions.  "Where  a  comparatively  mild  physical  irritant 
leads  to  abundant  exudation,  the  flushing-out  action  appears  to  be  in  the 
ascendant ;  where  microbic  irritants  cause  great  local  inflammatory  oedema, 
judging  from  the  less  extensive  lymph-flow  from  the  region,  the  diluent 
action  must  be  regarded  as  the  more  important.  I  have  already  23ointed 
out  that  a  relation  may  be  traced  between  the  intensity  of  bacterial 
irritation  and  the  extent  of  the  exudation.  In  short,  there  may  be  great 
exudation  under  two  apparently  opposed  conditions  :  in  the  j^resence  of 
comparatively  mild  physical  irritants,  and  in  that  of  severe  bacterial 
irritants.  In  the  former  case  it  more  especially  subserves  removal,  in  the 
latter  dilution  of  the  poison. 

The  fundamental  distinction  between  the  inflammator}'  exudation  and 
ordinary  lymph  is  its  richness  in  proteids.  Whether  we  regard  lymjjh 
as  a  filtrate  pui'e  and  simple  from  the  blood,  or,  with  the  majority  of 
modern  physiologists,  follow  Heidenhain  in  regarding  it  as  the  result  of 
a  selective  filtration,  it  is  eminently  jirobable  that  in  inflammation  the 
exudate  approaches  in  its  composition  more  nearly  to  the  blood  plasma 
than  does  ordinary  Ijmiph.    The  dilatation  of  the  capillaries,  the  conse- 
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quent  thinning  of  the  endothelial  layer  with,  it  may  be,  the  opening 
of  some  lacunae  between  the  individual  cells,  and  the  direct  action  of  the 
irritant  ujDon  these  cells,  may  all  be  expected  to  aid  the  transudation.  In 
this  way  the  amount  of  proteid  matter  in  the  lymph  may  be  increased. 
But  equally  important  must  be  the  addition  of  proteids  due  to  the 
breaking  down  of  leucocytes  and  tissue  cells.  I  have  already  discussed 
this  destruction  of  the  cells,  and  need  not  here  give  the  evidence  of  its 
occurrence. 

In  addition  to  the  proteids  the  inflammatory  lymph  may  contain 
other  substances  worthy  of  more  than  passing  note.  Of  these  the  more 
important  are  ferments,  the  results  of  proteolysis  (notably  fibrin  and 
its  precursors,  and  peptones),  and  in  many  cases  mucin,  together  Avith 
bactericidal  substances,  and,  where  bacteria  are  present,  the  products  of 
their  growth. 

The  presence  and  amount  of  these  substances  depend  largely  upon 
the  intensity  and  character  of  the  inflammation.  Thus  the  total  quantity 
of  proteids,  and  the  proportion  of  fibrin,  albumin,  and  globulin  present, 
vary  within  wide  limits.  The  following  table  ^  of  ol^servations  made  by 
Dr.  Halliburton  shows  well  this  variation  in  proteids,  and  the  difference 
existing  between  inflammatory  exudations  and  dropsical  effusions : — 


Percentage  Quantity  of 

Pleural  Fluid  from 

Sp.  Gr. 

Total 
Proteid. 

Fibrin. 

Serum- 
globulin. 

Serum- 
albumin. 

Acute  pleurisy,  Case  1 
,,                  Case  2 
,,          ,,        Case  3 
Hydrotliorax  \ 
Average  of  three  cases  / 

1023 
1020 
1020 

1014 

5-123 

3-4371 

5-2018 

1-7748 

0-016 

0-0171 

0-1088 

0-0086 

3-002 

1-2406 

1-76 

0-6137 

2-  114 

1-1895 

3-  330 

1-1557 

Between  the  amount  of  fibrin  present  in  exudations  and  the  amount 
of  peptones  there  is  an  inverse  ratio.  Peptones  are  especially  developed 
in  connection  with  suppurative  inflammation  ;  and  the  more  an  inflamma- 
tion tends  to  be  suppurative  the  greater  is  the  breaking  down  of  the  fibrin, 
as  also  of  fixed  and  wandering  cells,  and  the  more  evident  the  production 
of  ijeptones,  until  in  chronic  abscess-formation  of  fair  extent  the  peptones 
pass  into  the  general  circulation,  and  are  excreted  and  recognisable  in  the 
urine. 

Into  the  discussion  of  the  mode  of  formation  of  fibrin  I  need  not 
enter  here,  intimately  connected  as  the  subject  is  with  the  inflammatory 
process.  The  greater  text-books  of  Physiology  enter  exhaustively  into 
the  matter.    Suffice  it  to  say  that,  as  in  the  blood,  a  direct  relationship 

^  These  figures  are  thoroughly  in  accord  with  those  of  other  analyses  by  Reuss,  Hofmann, 
Mehu,  and  Letulle. 
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is  made  out  between  the  breaking  down  of  leucocytes  and  the  develop- 
ment of  this  substance  in  inflammatory  exudations. 

It  is  in  connection  with  inflammation  aff"ecting  serous  and  epithelial 
surfaces  ^  that  fibrin  is  most  clearly  recognisable,  forming,  it  may  be, 
thick  coatings  of  the  badly-named  "inflammatory  lymph"  over  the  inflamed 
surfaces.  This  deposit  is  in  all  respects  comparable  to  the  formation  of 
thrombi  in  the  blood-vessels.  Here,  as  there,  the  deposit  occurs  only 
when  the  endothelium  has  undergone  destruction  and  the  roughened 
sub-endothelial  tissues  are  exposed.  And  here  also  the  fibrin  may  be  de- 
posited either  in  filamentous  or  homogeneous  and  hyaline  form  according 
to  circumstances. 

Leaving  out  of  account  coagulation  -  necrosis  as  not  occurring  in 
direct  connection  with  exudates,  it  may  be  said  that  similar  fibrin  forma- 
tion is  frequently  recognisable  in  connection  with  primary  inflammation 
of  parenchymatous  tissues.^ 

The  beneficial  eflfects  of  fibrin  formation  in  serous  cavities  have  been 
rendered  abundantly  manifest  by  the  increase  in  abdominal  surgery.  No 
one  who  has  followed  any  considerable  number  of  operations  for  appendicitis 
can  have  failed  to  remark  how,  in  case  after  case,  despite  the  intricacy  of 
the  abdominal  coils  and  their  mobility,  the  strongly  irritant  matter  pro- 
duced by  gangrene  of  the  appendix,  or  oozing  through  perforations  in  it, 
is  restricted  within  a  relatively  small  space  by  the  surrounding  fibrinous 
adhesions  which  form  rapidly  between  the  intestinal  loops.  By  this  means 
alone  the  peritonitis  is  restricted  and  "  regional,"  instead  of  being  general- 
ised from  the  onset.  Even  when  inflammation  (as  in  pericarditis)  aff"ects 
the  whole  extent  of  a  serous  cavity,  the  layer  of  fibrin  acts  as  a  protective 
coat  closing  the  lymphatic  stomata,  hindering  the  free  absorption  of  the 
morbid  material  by  the  lymph  and  blood-vessels,  and  filtering  bacteria 
out  of  such  fluid  as  does  find  its  way  through  to  the  tissues  beneath.  It 
is  not  a  little  remarkable  to  call  to  mind  how  case  after  case  of  purulent 
pericarditis  or  purulent  pleurisy  may  be  examined  in  which,  despite  the 
intense  suppurative  disturbance  in  the  serous  cavity,  the  tissues  at  the 
other  side  of  the  deposit  of  fibrin — the  myocardium  or  the  lung  tissue 
— show  little  or  no  tendency  to  abscess  formation.  Let  there  be  jarimary 
abscess  formation  or  gangrene  in  the  lung,  and  perforation  of  the  pleura 
and  hydrothorax  may  supervene  ;  pleurisy,  however  intense,  does  not 
lead  tp  this  unless  complicated  by  other  disease.  Let  there  be  jirimary 
or  metastatic  abscess  in  the  myocardium,  then  there  may  be  aneurysm  and 
rupture  of  the  heart ;  yet  such  rupture  produced  by  extension  inwards  of  a 
purulent  pericarditis  is  of  the  utmost  rarity.  Let  there  be  inflammation 
originating  in  the  submucosa  of  the  intestines,  as  in  enteric  fever,  and 

^  Of  epithelial  surfaces,  more  especially  those  covered  Ijy  a  single  cell  layer,  as  notably 
tlie  pulmonary  alveoli. 

^  WTiere  there  are  abundant  and  distensible  lymph  channels  there  extensive  olottuig  nia>' 
be  seen  in  the  lymph.  This  is  peculiarly  well  marked  in  the  contagious  pneumonia  of  cattle 
(contagious  pleuro-pneumonia).  In  acute  intiamniation  of  various  organs,  by  appropriate 
methods  of  staining,  sinular  formations  of  threads  of  fibrin,  often  starting  from  cells  as 
centres,  may  be  observed  in  the  tissue  spaces. 
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perforation  may  result ;  general  peritonitis,  while  often  due  to  perforation, 
never — so  far  as  I  can  call  to  mind — directly  induces  that  event.  In 
all  these  cases  the  natural  protective  layer  of  the  serous  surface  is  removed 
or  gravely  injured  at  a  very  early  stage  ;  and  the  layer  of  fibrin,  replacing 
the  serous  endothelium,  forms  an  effective  barrier.  I  may  add  that  the 
mucin,  extruded  so  as  to  form  a  layer  over  inflamed  mucous  surfaces, 
presents  a  similar  protective  action. 

Passing  now  to  the  ferments  and  ferment-like  bodies  present  in  the 
exudate,  I  may  briefly  state  that  these  are  not  only  generated  and  excreted 
by  the  pathogenetic  bacteria  present,  but  are  liberated  by  the  breaking 
down  of  the  wandering  cells.  Abundant  evidence  of  the  existence  of 
bacterial  ferments  capable  of  acting  upon  proteids,  gelatine,  sugars,  etc., 
is  supplied  by  the  study  of  the  growth  of  these  microbes  outside  the 
body.  That  ferments  also  originate  from  the  wandering  cells  has  been 
demonstrated  by  Leber,  who,  placing  pieces  of  copper  in  the  anterior 
chamber  of  the  eye,  thereby  produced  a  purulent  collection  devoid  of 
microbes,  and  showed  that  the  exudate  was  capable  of  digesting  proteid 
matter. 

It  would  seem,  therefore,  that,  more  especially  in  pyogenetic  inflam- 
mation, the  removal  of  dead  tissue  cells  and  dead  leucocytes  may,  to 
a  large  extent,  be  due  to  the  action  of  the  inflammatory  exudations,  apart 
from  any  phagocytic  action  on  the  part  of  living  active  cells  ;  although 
this  also  comes  often  into  play. 

Of  the  bactericidal  substances  present  in  the  inflammatory  exudate  I 
have  already  treated.  Here  I  need  only  repeat  that  the  researches  of 
Kanthack  and  Hardy,  of  Denys,  and  lastly  of  Pfeiffer  and  Metschnikoft', 
fully  prove  that  substances  capable  either  of  destroying  microbes  or  of 
hindering  their  growth  are  present  therein. 

Summary. — To  sum  up  what  is  known  concerning  the  inflammatory 
exudate,  it  may  be  said — 

1.  That  the  exudate  varies  in  amount  and  in  character  with  ((()  the 
nature  and  intensity  of  the  irritant,  (6)  the  condition  of  the  organism, 
(c)  the  region  of  irritation. 

2.  That  while  it  undoubtedly  augments  the  nutrition  of  the  affected 
region,  increased  nutrition  at  the  early  stage  of  an  acute  inflammatory 
process  would  not  seem  to  be  of  benefit  or  to  play  any  important 
part.  At  a  later  stage  and  in  chronic  inflammation  the  increased  nutrition 
in  all  probability  aids  the  hyperplasia. 

3.  That  in  many  cases  the  exudate  exerts  a  beneficial  action  by 
flushing  out  the  injured  area. 

4.  That  the  exudate  plays  an  important  part  in  diluting  the  irri- 
tant. 

5.  That  the  development  of  fibrin  in  certain  inflammatory  exudates 
is  associated  with  the  breaking  down  of  the  wandering  cells,  and  is  of 
manifest  benefit  in  so  far  as  it  circumscribes  the  inflamed  area,  and 
prevents  the  passage  of  morbid  material  outwards. 

6.  That  the  exudate  may  possess  digestive  functions,  causing  the  pro- 
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duction  of  peptones ;  the  ferments  being  developed  from  the  cells  alone 
when  the  exudate  is  aseptic,  from  these  and  the  microbes  together  where 
pathogenetic  microbes  are  present. 

7.  That  the  exudate  may  further  contain  substances,  generated  by 
the  cells,  capable  of  hindering  bacterial  growth,  and  of  destroying 
pathogenetic  microbes. 

Chapter  3. — The  Part  played  by  Blood-Vessels 

The  study  of  the  action  and  function  of  the  leucocytes  in  inflammation 
has  jjrofoundly  modified  our  conception  of  the  inflammatory  process.  When 
the  leucocytes  were  regarded  as  purely  passive  agents,  and  their  diapedesis 
as  purely  secondary  to  modified  conditions  of  the  blood-current  and  of  the 
vascular  walls,  the  theory  of  Cohnheim  was  that  most  generally  accepted. 
And  this  theory  regarded  the  changes  in  the  vessels  as  of  the  first 
importance.  Thus  it  was  that  for  several  years  our  attention  was  mainly 
concentrated  upon  the  determination  of  the  various  changes  of  the  vessel 
walls,  and  of  the  mechanism  whereby  these  changes  were  brought  about. 
Nowadays  less  attention  is  directed  to  this  side  of  the  inflammatory 
process,  and  it  may  be  said  that  during  the  last  ten  years  little  advance 
has  been  made  in  determining  the  mechanism  of  the  dilatation  that 
accompanies  inflammation. 

The  subject,  indeed,  is  beset  with  difficulties.  It  is  most  difficult 
to  observe  the  changes  that  occur  in  the  cells  forming  the  endothelium 
of  the  congested  vessels ;  we  are  still,  for  instance,  far  from  being 
sure  whether  the  opinion  of  Arnold  is  correct,  namely,  that  the  leucocytes, 
and,  it  may  be,  a  large  portion  of  the  exuded  plasma,  find  their  way  out 
through  the  dilated  stoma ta  between  the  endothelial  cells  ;  or  whether  the 
leucocytes  pass  directly  through  these  cells  as  one  soap  bubble  may  be 
passed  through  another.  And  when  we  come  to  discuss  Avhether  the 
inflammatory  exudation  be  a  filtration,  or  whether,  on  the  other  hand,  it 
be  more  of  the  nature  of  an  excretion,  or  what  may  be  termed  a  selective 
filtration — certain  components  of  the  blood  plasma  being  permitted  to 
pass  through,  Avhile  others  are  withheld — we  are  met  with  the  difficulty 
that,  of  the  extravasated  leucocytes,  a  varying  proportion  undergo  rapid 
destruction  and  dissolution.  Thus,  in  analysing  the  inflammatory 
serum,  we  are  not  dealing  simply  with  the  extravasated  fluid,  but  Avith 
a  fluid  which  in  addition  contains  proteid  and  other  constituents  derived 
largely  from  broken-down  white  corpuscles,  and  in  part,  it  may  be,  from 
the  modified  cells  of  the  inflamed  area. 

Though  Arnold's  observations  iipon  the  altered  condition  of  the 
vascular  endothelium  in  inflammation  appear  at  first  very  convincing, 
upon  further  study  they  seem  at  most  to  indicate  that  with  dilation 
of  the  vessels  there  is  an  increase  in  the  size  of  the  spaces  between  the 
endothelial  cells.  They  do  not,  however,  prove  that  these  are  other  than 
virtual  spaces  filled  with  intercellular  substance ;  and  indeed  Arnold 
himself  came  eventually  to  the  conclusion  that  some  such  substance  was 
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jDresent  filling  them.  The  fact  that  viscid,  gelatinous  substances  injected 
into  the  circulation  may  be  detected  passing  through  these  stigmata  is 
not  a  proof  that  the  spaces  are  actual ;  all  it  proves  is  that  the  walls 
are  weaker  in  these  regions :  it  must  be  remembered  that  increased 
force  and  increased  intravascular  pressure  are  necessary  to  promote  the 
passage  of  the  injected  mass  along  the  vessels.  The  passage  of  the  mass 
through  the  walls  may  therefore  be  an  "artefact." 

There  is  this  further  difficulty  in  the  assumption  that  these  are  actual 
spaces — -that  in  acute  inflammation  the  exuded  fluid  in  general  contains  a 
smaller  quantity  of  proteids  than  does  the  blood  plasma.  It  is  true,  no 
doubt,  that  the  stigmata  are  so  small  they  may  possibly  act  like  the 
pores  of  a  filter,  and  consequently  may  not  permit  the  free  passage  of 
certain  constituents  of  blood  plasma.  Yet,  granting  all  this,  if  the  same 
principles  be  in  action  as  those  governing  the  ordinary  (non-inflammatory) 
transudation,  we  must,  with  Heidenhain,  be  inclined  to  regard  the 
endothelium  as  playing  not  a  passive,  but  an  active  role.  To  enter  into 
the  large  subject  of  the  nature  of  lymph  would  be  to  pass  too  far  afield ; 
recent  researches,  on  the  whole,  favour  the  view  that  the  inflammatory 
exudation  is  not  a  mere  filtrate,  but  is  the  result  of  a  selective  activity 
on  the  part  of  the  endothelial  cells. 

We  have  not  a  little  evidence  that  these  cells  play  an  important  part 
in  the  vascular  phenomena  of  inflammation.  To  their  power  of  taking  up 
microbes  and  acting  as  phagocytes  I  have  already  referred ;  into  their 
connection  with  the  slowing  of  the  blood-stream  I  shall  enter  later. 
Here  I  would  point  out  that  microscopically  these  cells  can  be  seen  to 
alter  during  the  inflammatory  process ;  they  become  enlarged  and 
project  into  the  lumen  of  the  smaller  vessels,  and  in  my  experience  this 
enlargement  affects  not  only  the  cell  bodies,  but  also  the  nuclei,  which 
at  the  same  time  would  seem  to  contain  more  chromatin  and  to  stain 
more  intensely.  In  cases  of  chronic  inflammation  the  enlargement  is 
followed  by  proliferation,  notably  in  the  arterioles  and  capillaries,— a 
process  which  may  lead  to  the  ultimate  occlusion  of  these  small  vessels. 
And  in  acute  inflammation,  according  to  numerous  observers,  mitosis  is  to 
be  seen  occurring  in  these  endothelial  cells  at  an  earlier  period  than  in 
the  surrounding  tissues. 

A  further  and  very  important  process  intimately  connected  with  the 
proliferation  of  the  endothelium  of  the  capillaries  is  the  formation  of 
new  vessels  as  the  result  of  continued  inflammation.  It  is  true  that 
Rindfleisch  and  others  have  described  this  as  being  brought  about  by 
vaso-formative  cells  situated  externally  to  the  vessels ;  and  that  others 
have  advanced  so  far  as  to  suggest  that  there  are  cells  in  the  newly- 
forming  granulation  tissue  which  become  hollowed  out  and  gain  attach- 
ment to  the  pre-existing  capillaries  in  a  manner  wholly  similar  to  that 
observable  in  the  vascular  zone  of  the  chicken  embryo.  I  have  sought 
for  such  intracellular  development,  but  never  have  I  seen  the  slightest 
indication  thereof ;  nor  again  have  I  been  able  to  discover  cells 
arranging  themselves  after  the   method  described  by  Rindfleisch  in 
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columns  or  parallel  rows  preparatory  to  the  passage  of  blood  between 
them  and  to  the  formation  of  a  capillary. 

The  search  for  the  earliest  signs  of  new  capillaries  is  a  matter  of 
peculiar  difficulty.  I  will  not  peremptorily  state  that  Rindfleisch  mistook 
an  arrangement  of  cells  not  unfrequently  seen  in  giunulation  tissue  for 
stages  in  the  development  of  new  vessels.  I  will  only  say  that  my  own 
observations  coincide  with  those  of  Arnold,  and  of  the  majority  of  those 
who  have  more  recently  studied  the  question,  and  lead  me  to  regard  the 
formation  of  new  capillaries  as  originating  from  the  endothelium  of  the 
vascular  loops  already  in  existence., 

The  first  step  in  the  process  is  often  recognisable,  in  cases  of  pleurisy 
and  pericarditis,  in  the  projection  of  loops  of  pre-existing  capillaries 
beyond  the  line  which  indicates  where  the  serous  endothelium  used  to  be, 
and  into  the  fibrinous  clot  now  adherent  to  the  subendothelial  layer. 
Such  loops  are  markedly  distended,  and  "point,"  as  it  were,  at  right 
angles  to  the  denuded  surface.  A  similar  pointing  or  giving  way  of  the 
wall  along  the  convex  margin  of  the  loop  is  also  to  be  made  out  not 
unfrequently  in  newly-developed  capillaries.  In  these  there  is  not,  as 
might  be  expected,  a  thinning  of  the  endothelium  along  this  outer  margin, 
but  certain  of  the  cells  on  the  contrary  appear  large  and  active.  At 
times  a  small  sharp  protrusion  of  the  vessel  wall  can  be  detected  in  the 
region  of  pointing.  This  is  best  seen  in  the  capillaries  that  are  themselves 
but  newly  formed,  and  composed  of  nothing  but  a  layer  of  endothelial 
cells.  In  this  layer  the  protrusion  can  be  made  out  to  be  in  direct 
continuity  with  the  endothelial  cells  of  the  region.  At  first  it  is  solid, 
but  in  the  later  stages  it  can  be  seen  to  be  nucleated,  and  to  be  growing 
by  proliferation  of  the  endothelial  cells  which  thus  jut  outwards.  Even 
before  any  further  change  is  noticeable  in  this  projection  from  the 
capillary  wall  it  may  be  seen  to  be  united  with  a  similar  process 
originating  from  a  neighbouring  vascular  loop.  Finally,  it  would 
appear  that  the  joined  processes  become  hollowed  out,  and  thus  are 
developed  into  fully-formed  capillary  loojDs.  It  seems  impossible  to  make 
precise  observations  on  the  phenomena  of  new  vascular  formation  in  its 
successive  stages.  I  can  but  state  that  these  appear  to  be  the  steps  of 
the  process.  By  what  means  the  new  vascular  projections  join  together 
to  form  loops  we  are  ignorant.  Metschnikoff  suggests  that  there  must  be 
an  attraction  between  the  neighbouring  projections — a  chemiotaxis — 
leading  them  to  come  into  apposition ;  this,  however,  is  no  more  than  a 
suggestion.  That  they  do  join  is  very  clear  to  those  who  have  studied 
granulation  tissue,  or  have  observed  the  vascular  network  connecting  the 
previously  separated  surfaces  of  a  wound. 

A  further  function  of  the  vessel  walls  is  to  be  seen  in  the  slowing  of 
the  blood-current.  It  is  difficult,  and  in  fact  impossible,  to  explain  this 
slowing  by  altered  diameter  of  the  arteries  and  veins.  The  alterations 
observed  in  the  diameters  of  the  vessels  of  the  inflamed  area  are  such  as, 
acting  alone,  Avould  lead  to  increased  rate  of  flow.  Nor  again  is  the 
apparent  amount  of  exudation  and  of  lymph-flow  from  the  affected 
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part  sufficient  to  make  it  probable  that  (as  Wharton  Jones  first  suggested) 
the  slowing  is  in  the  main  due  to  the  concentration  of  the  blood,  relative 
drying  of  the  corpuscles,  and  consequent  increase  of  friction  :  while  this 
may  be  an  adjuvant  we  must,  I  think,  find  some  more  potent  factor. 
What  this  factor  is  was  pointed  out  long  ago  by  Lister,  who,  in  1858, 
noticed  that  coincident  with  the  slowing  of  the  blood-stream,  the  cor- 
puscles move  sluggishly  along  the  vessel  wall  as  though  attracted  by  it. 
Lister  essayed  to  prove  this  by  an  experiment  performed  previously  by 
Weber.  He  ligatured  a  frog's  leg,  then  irritated  a  portion  of  the  web  by 
a  little  mustard,  and  found  that,  although  the  blood-current  had  ceased, 
there  was  nevertheless  an  accumulation  of  corpuscles  in  the  vessels  of  the 
irritated  area,  the  corpuscles  gliding  into  the  affected  region  and  becoming 
adherent  there.  Other  observers  have  shown  that  this  accumulation  is 
not  due  to  increased  adhesiveness  of  the  red  corpuscles,  inasmuch  as 
similar  slowing  and  stasis  may  be  induced  if  the  blood  of  the  frog's  leg 
be  replaced  by  milk  and  the  web  irritated.  In  this  case  there  is  a 
gradual  slowing  of  the  stream  of  milk  and  accumulation  of  the  fatty 
globules  in  the  inflamed  area.  While  in  Lister's  experiment  the  transuda- 
tion of  the  plasma  might  explain  the  accumulation  of  the  corpuscles, 
in  this  latter  instance,  as  in  ordinary  inflammation,  the  observed  transuda- 
tion is  insufficient  to  account  for  the  accumulation  and  slowing.  Although 
I  cannot  accept  his  experiment  as  conclusive,  I  am  forced  to  concur  with 
Lister  to  this  extent,  that  in  inflammation  the  endothelium  of  the  vessel 
walls  becomes  altered,  the  cells  becoming  enlarged.  With  this,  as  evi- 
denced by  the  conduct  of  the  white  corpuscles,  they  become  more 
adhesive,  and  this  adhesiveness  with  the  associated  increased  friction 
between  the  vascular  walls  and  contents  I  rea;ard  as  the  first  factor  in 
bringing  about  the  slowing  of  the  blood-stream.  Let  the  current  once 
accelerated  be  rendered  slower  by  this  increased  friction,  then  transuda- 
tion may  accentuate  the  accumulation  of  corpuscles. 

Sumriumj. — While  there  is  very  much  yet  to  be  learned  concerning 
the  part  played  by  the  blood-vessels  in  inflammation,  and  while  our 
present  knowledge  of  this  branch  of  the  subject  can  only  be  regarded  as 
very  imperfect,  the  following  may,  I  think,  safely  be  said  to  epitomise 
what  is  known  at  the  present  time  : — 

(1)  That  the  vascular  walls,  and  more  especially  the  endothelial  cells 
lining  the  capillaries,  play  an  active  and  not  a  passive  part  in  the  in- 
flamed area. 

(2)  These  cells  have  the  power  of  throwing  out  pseudopodia  and  of 
taking  up  non-motile  bacteria. 

(3)  They  are  larger  and  more  prominent  during  inflammation  than 
they  are  under  conditions  of  health. 

(4)  From  them  are  developed  the  new  vascular  loops  in  cases  of 
more  chronic  inflammation. 

(5)  They  would  seem  to  become  more  adhesive  in  inflammation,  and 
by  this,  in  the  first  place,  to  lead  to  the  adhesion  of  the  leucocytes  and 
red  corpuscles  to  their  walls. 
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(6)  Similarly  they  would  seem  to  cause  an  increased  resistance  to  the 
passage  of  the  blood-current,  and  in  this  way  tend  to  slow  the  rate  of 
blood-flow. 

(7)  The  slowing  of  the  stream  may  further  be  aided  by  the  passage 
through  the  walls  of  increased  amounts  of  fluid  from  the  blood. 

(8)  It  is  impossible  by  analysis  of  the  inflammatory  exudation  to 
determine  whether  this  be  a  mere  filtrate  or  be  the  result  of  a  selective 
activity  of  the  endothelium.  On  the  whole,  taking  into  account  the 
observations  made  upon  ordinary  lymph,  the  latter  woxild  appear  the 
more  probable. 

Other  properties  of  the  blood-vessels  in  respect  of  inflammation  will 
be  better  discussed  in  a  later  section  in  connection  with  the  discussion  of 
the  part  played  by  the  nerves. 

Chapter  4. — On  the  Passage  of  Corpuscles  out  of  the  Vessels 

By  his  researches,  Cohnheim  (1867)  forcibly  attracted  the  attention  of 
pathologists  to  thediapedesisof  leucocytes  in  inflammation — a  process  which 
had  already  been  described  years  before  by  Addison  (1843)  and  Waller 
(1846)  in  England  ;  and  yet  earlier  (though  without  grasp  of  the  connection 
between  the  diapedesis  and  inflammation)  by  Dutrochet,  in  France  (1828). 
Cohnheim  recognised  the  amoeboid  nature  of  the  leucocytes,  and  saw  that 
once  outside  the  vessels  they  moved  actively,  but  eventually  he  could 
not  discover  that  their  penetration  of  the  vessel  walls  was  anything  but 
passive  ;  and  this  failure  on  his  j^art  to  recognise  the  true  nature  of 
diaj^edesis  confirmed  him  yet  more  strongly  in  the  view  that  the  all- 
important  factors  in  the  inflammatory  state  were  the  changes  in  the 
vessel  walls,  and,  it  may  truly  be  said,  arrested  his  advance  towards  a 
fuller  comprehension  of  the  subject. 

It  must  be  acknowledged  that  there  is  much  which  would  seem  to 
support  this  view  of  the  passivity  of  the  leucocytes.  No  one  is  pre- 
pared to  attribute  active  movements  to  the  red  corpuscles,  nevertheless 
in  inflammation  a  certain  number  of  these  escape  through  the  vessel 
walls.  In  the  inflammations  affecting  some  organs,  notably  the  lungs, 
the  number  effecting  a  passage  is  very  considerable.  If,  then,  the  red 
corpuscles  emerge  passively,  Avhy  should  not  the  emei'gence  of  the  white 
l)e  passive  also  ?  Add  to  this  the  very  important  observations  made  by 
Cohnheim,  that  where  the  circulation  is  arrested  by  compression  of  the 
artery  there  diapedesis  ceases.  This,  if  invariably  true,  would  seem  to 
indicate  that  when  once  by  changes  in  the  vessel  the  leucocytes  adhere 
to  the  wall,  the  further  passage  through  that  wall  is  due  to  the  vis-a-tergo 
of  the  blood-pressure. 

This,  however,  is  not  a  safe  deduction  to  draw  from  the  experiment  re- 
ferred to.  When  the  artery  of  an  inflamed  area  is  compressed,  the  stoppage 
of  the  blood-stream  not  only  reduces  the  pressure,  but  also  affects  the 
quality  of  the  blood  and  the  conditions  of  the  vessel  walls ;  moreover,  it 
must  profoundly  affect  the  vitality  and  activity  of  the  contained  leucocytes. 
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These  considerations  alone  render  the  experiment  vahieless  as  a  proof  of 
the  passive  nature  of  the  diapedesis.  Again,  the  passage  outwards  of  red 
corpuscles  does  not  occur  in  the  earliest  stages  of  reaction  to  irritation ; 
it  never  precedes  the  diapedesis  of  the  leucocytes  (save  where  there  is 
gross  injury),  but  follows  it.  A  capillary  or  small  vein  in  the  inflamed 
frog's  wel),  for  example,  may  be  seen  wholly  filled  with  corpuscles,  the 
peripheral  zone  l)eing  quite  annihilated,  and  numerous  red  corpuscles 
lying  in  immediate  contact  with  the  walls  ;  nevertheless  at  first  leucocytes 
only  are  seen  to  emigrate.  This  difference  must  be  due  to  some  special 
property  of  these  cells.  The  leucocytes  in  the  blood-stream  are  not 
necessarily  globular  passive  agents,  but  they  are  capable  of  independent 
movement.  Leber,  in  his  long  series  of  studies,  has  pointed  out  that  if, 
with  due  precautions,  a  hooked  glass  tube  (closed  at  its  outer  end  where 
it  catches  into  the  incision  in  the  wall)  be  inserted  into  a  large  vein 
no  thrombosis  may  be  set  up  around  the  intravascular  portion,  and  yet, 
upon  removal,  a  large  collection  of  leucocytes  may  be  found  in  the  tube, 
attracted  by  a  drop  of  mercury  placed  within  it,  with  normal  salt  solution. 
(Mercury  is  a  substance  which  within  the  tissues  leads  to  an  accumulation 
of  leucocytes.)  Here,  then,  there  must  be  active  attraction  and  active 
movement  of  the  leucocytes  within  the  blood-stream.  And  Lavdowsky 
has  described  very  exactly  what  other  observers  had  also  noted,  namely, 
that  in  inflammation  the  leucocytes  in  the  outer  zone  of  the  blood-stream 
do  not  simply  adhere  passively  to  the  wall,  but  move  backwards  and 
forwards  before  they  attach  themselves  and  emigrate,  as  though  seeking 
for  a  point  of  less  resistance.  At  times  this  movement  is  in  a  direction 
opposite  to  that  of  the  blood-current. 

If,  then,  both  within  and  without  the  vessels,  the  leucocytes  can  be 
actively  amoeboid,  it  is  strange  that  they  should  be  passive  in  the  pro- 
cess of  diapedesis  which  to  the  eye  has  so  characteristically  ama;boid  an 
appearance. 

As  above  stated,  the  compression  of  the  artery  passing  to  an  in- 
flamed area  is  in  most  cases  sufficient  to  arrest  diapedesis  in  that  area, 
and  I  have  suggested  that  this  arrest  may  be  due  to  the  altered  environ- 
ment of  the  leucocytes.  Now  if  an  embryonic  form  be  taken,  in  which 
the  tissues  would  seem  to  possess  greater  inherent  vitality  coupled  with 
less  sensibility,  the  arrest  does  not  necessarily  occur.  Thus,  Metschnikoff 
has  noted  that  diapedesis  of  the  leucocytes  can  be  followed  in  the  tad- 
pole's tail  after  the  animal  has  been  curarised  to  such  an  extent  that  the 
heart  has  ceased  to  beat  and  the  blood  in  the  capillaries  has  been  brought 
to  a  standstill. 

It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  with  our  present  knowledge  we  must 
regard  the  diapedesis  of  the  leucocytes  as  an  active  migration,  and  must 
look  upon  the  l)lood-pressure,  the  disposition  of  the  blood-stream,  and 
the  altered  condition  of  the  endothelium  of  the  dilated  vessels  as  adju- 
vants in  the  process.  The  slowing  of  the  blood-stream  and  the  diminished 
pressure  in  the  inflamed  capillaries  render  it  more  easy  for  the  leucocytes 
to  accumulate  close  to  the  vessel  wall ;  the  dilation  of  the  vessels  and 
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consequent  thinning  of  the  walls,  with  the  opening,  perhaps,  of  larger 
spaces  of  cement  substances  or  stigmata  between  the  individual  endothelial 
cells,  render  it  more  easy  for  the  leucocytes  to  accomplish  the  passage ; 
but  the  movement  from  within  the  capillaries  to  the  tissue-spaces  outside 
is  an  active  process  due  to  amoeboid  movement  of  the  leucocytes  them- 
selves. The  continuit}^  of  the  vessel  wall  once  destroyed,  other  cells — 
red  corpuscles — may  be  pressed  passively  through  the  walls. 

If  this  view  be  accepted,  we  are  bound  to  look,  beyond  Cohnheim's 
limit  of  changes  in  the  vessel  wall,  for  the  stimulus  which,  originating  in 
the  area  of  irritation,  acts  upon  the  vessel  Avail  and  the  leucocytes  in 
contact  with  it ;  and,  having  first  set  up  changes  in  the  former,  so  reacts 
upon  the  latter  that  they  emigrate  ;  or,  to  put  it  in  other  words,  are 
attracted  out  of  the  capillaries  towards  the  focus  of  irritation.  It  has 
already  been  shown  that  the  movement  of  wandering  cells  in  the  tissue  is 
due  to  the  attraction  of  a  diffusible  product  of  bacterial  growth  and  of 
tissue  change,  and  of  sundry  organic  and  inorganic  materials — a  force  to 
which  the  name  of  positive  chemiotaxis  has  been  given.  This  chemiotaxis 
must  be  invoked  to  explain  the  active  emigration  of  the  leucocytes  from 
the  capillaries,  and  again  to  explain  its  cessation  under  other  conditions. 
Thus,  while  the  exposed  mesentery  of  a  frog  is  a  tissue  in  which  diapedesis 
can  be  observed  with  facility  under  ordinary  conditions,  if  it  be  washed 
with  a  weak  solution  of  C[uinine  the  leucocytes  in  the  vessels  remain 
globular,  cease  to  adhere  to  the  walls,  and  do  not  emigrate.  This  fact, 
first  noted  by  Binz,  has  been  confirmed  by  several  observers,  among 
whom  Disselhorst  made  out  also  that,  if  these  same  leucocytes  be  removed 
from  the  vessels,  they  exhibit  their  usual  amoeboid  movements.  The 
quinine  has  not  paralysed  them,  as  Binz  supposed  ;  but,  as  Metschnikoff 
pointed  out,  it  has  neutralised  the  previous  positive  attraction,  a  negative 
or  repulsive  chemiotaxis  being  brought  into  play.  It  is  difficult  to  see 
how  the  above  facts  can  be  otherwise  explained. 

The  view  that  diapedesis  is  an  active  process  gains  further  support 
from,  and  at  the  same  time  explains  certain  interesting  observations 
made  by  Bouchard,  Roger  and  Ruffer.  These  observers  have  inde- 
pendently shown  that  in  sundry  instances  the  results  of  local  injection  of 
virulent  cultures  are  greatly  modified  if,  shortly  before  or  coincidently, 
the  microbes  and  their  products  are  introduced  into  the  circulation. 
Thus,  as  Rnffer  points  out,  a  drop  of  the  culture  of  the  bacillus  pyocyaneus 
inoculated  into  the  anterior  chamber  of  the  rabbit's  eye  leads  ordinarily 
to  a  great  migration  of  leucocytes — to  an  acute  purulent  inflammation. 
If,  however,  the  toxines  produced  by  this  microbe  have  previously  been 
injected  into  the  circulating  blood,  no  accumulation  of  leucocytes  follows 
inoculation  into  the  eye.  Dr.  Ruffer  has  also  extended  most  suggestively 
certain  observations  of  Roger.  Subcutaneous  or  intramuscular  inoculation 
of  the  rabbit  with  the  bacillus  of  symptomatic  anthrax  leads  to  the  pro- 
duction of  a  local  abscess  with  extensive  accumulation  of  leucocytes. 
After  simultaneous  injections  of  fluid  containing  virulent  bacilli  and 
their  products  into  the  vein  of  the  ear  and  the  muscles  of  the  hind  leg, 
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Ruffer  found  the  rabbit  dead,  within  fifteen  hours,  with  a  huge  tumour 
in  the  inoculated  limb.  Here,  upon  examination,  the  muscle  fibres 
were  found  widely  separated  by  exudation  fluid,  in  which  there  had  been 
great  multiplication  of  the  bacilli ;  but  leucocytes  were  entirely  absent. 
In  both  of  these  cases  we  have  therefore  diapedesis  and  determination 
of  leucocytes  following  the  purely  local  action  of  the  toxine  ;  want 
of  diapedesis  and  absence  of  leucocytes  when  the  toxine  at  the  same 
time  circulates  in  the  blood-stream.  If  any  large  proportion  of  the 
leucocytes  which  find  their  way  to  a  focus  of  irritation  emerge  from  the 
blood-stream,  these  divergent  results  are  only  to  be  explained  by  some 
theory  which  is  capable  of  reconciling  the  difference  in  the  action  of  the 
leucocytes  when  they  are  circulating  in  normal  and  toxine-containing 
blood  respectively. 

Now  the  results  in  these  two  cases  are  entirely  consonant  with  what 
we  know  concerning  the  sensitiveness  and  reaction  to  stimuli  not  only  of 
unicellular  organisms,  but  also  of  the  higher  animals.  Organisms, 
whether  lowly  or  of  most  complex  development,  only  perceive  and  react 
to  alteration  in  their  environment  when  the  alteration  exceeds  a  definite 
ratio.  Thus,  as  Pfeiffer  has  pointed  out,  a  motile  bacterium  (the  "B. 
termo  ")  is  attracted  towards  solutions  of  peptone  :  if  it  be  already  in  a 
peptone  solution,  in  order  for  it  to  be  attracted  towards  and  move  into 
a  more  concentrated  solution,  this  last  must  be  five  times  as  strong  as  is 
the  former.  The  only  possible  explanation  that  I  can  see  of  the  above 
observations  of  Ruffer  and  Roger  is  that  the  passage  and  want  of  passage 
of  the  leucocytes  out  of  the  vessels  depends  upon  the  ratio  of  diffusible 
bacterial  products  present  in  the  blood-stream  and  in  the  tissues  respec- 
tively. Where  the  products  are  localised  at  one  focus  in  the  tissues, 
the  leucocytes  are  attracted  out  of  the  unaltered  blood,  and  there  is 
active  diapedesis ;  where  there  was  already  a  solution  of  the  bacterial 
products  in  the  blood,  the  ratio  of  difference  between  the  percentage 
amount  of  toxine  in  blood  and  tissue  may  be  insufficient  to  stimulate  the 
leucocytes  ;  no  diapedesis  then  ensues. 

As  is  well  shown  in  the  experiment  with  symptomatic  anthrax,  the 
presence  of  the  bacillus  and  its  products  in  the  circulating  blood  did  not 
prevent  inflammation  at  the  region  of  local  injection ;  inflammation  and 
exudation  were  abundantly  manifest — there  was,  in  fact,  a  more  extensive 
exudation  than  ever.  The  irritant — that  is  to  say,  the  toxic  products 
of  the  bacilli — at  the  point  of  injection  was  in  no  wise  hindered  from 
exerting  effects  upon  the  fixed  cells  of  the  vessel  walls,  and  promoting 
all  the  changes  in  calibre  and  condition  of  the  walls  and  in  the  blood- 
stream characteristic  of  inflammation.  But  Avith  vascular  changes,  if 
anything  more  prominent  than  in  the  case  where  local  inoculation  alone 
had  been  practised,  the  leucocytes  stayed  within  the  vessels :  now  the 
only  cause  to  which  we  can  attribute  this  abstention  of  the  cells  from 
emigration,  is  lack  of  attraction— certainly  not  lack  of  vascular  change 
or  lack  of  blood-pressure. 

Summary. — I  am  thus  led  to  the  following  conclusions  regarding 
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the  passage  of  cells  out  of  the  blood  -  stream  into  an  inflamed 
ai-ea  : — 

1.  The  diapedesis  of  the  leucocytes  is,  as  the  name  implies,  an  active 
and  not  a  passive  process  ;  it  is  due  to  active  amoeboid  movements  on 
the  part  of  the  cells. 

2.  The  stimulus  leading  to  diapedesis  is  that  of  positive  chemiotaxis. 
It  is  the  attraction  exerted  upon  the  leucocytes  by  the  diffusible  sub- 
stances associated  with  the  irritant. 

3.  Irritants,  if  themselves  diffusible,  or  the  diffusive  substances 
developed  while  the  irritants  are  within  the  tissues,  are  capable  of  two 
separate  actions  :  one  direct  upon  the  vessel  walls,  leading  to  vascular 
changes  ;  the  other  through  the  walls  upon  the  leucocytes,  whereby 
emigration  may  be  induced. 

4.  These  two  actions  need  not  (and  frequently  do  not)  manifest  them- 
selves pari  passu. 

5.  In  relation  to  diapedesis,  the  dilation  of  the  vessels,  the  altered 
rate  of  blood-stream,  the  altered  disposal  of  the  corjjuscles  in  the  stream, 
and  the  modified  endothelium,  may  all  be  regarded  as  adjuvants. 

6.  The  passage  of  red  blood  corpuscles  from  the  blood-vessels  into 
the  inflamed  area  is  passive,  due  to  the  blood-pressure  and  to  lack  of  con- 
tinuity of  the  vessel  walls.  Such  lack  of  continuity  is  afforded  in  many 
instances  by  the  migration  of  the  leucocytes  through  the  walls. 

Chapter  5. — On  the  Part  played  by  the  Nervous  System 

If  the  vascular  changes  in  inflammation  were  due  to  reflex  influences 
proceeding  from  the  central  nervous  system,  and  were  in  fact  controlled 
by  the  centres  in  the  brain  and  spinal  cord  (as  has  been  held  by  the 
supporters  of  neuro-humoral  theories),  then,  in  the  first  place,  there 
should  be  a  rapid  and  almost  immediate  response  on  the  part  of  the 
vessels  of  any  region  on  the  introduction  of  an  irritant.  But  this  is 
not  by  any  means  constantly  to  be  observed.  Thus,  as  Cohnheim 
pointed  out,  if  croton  oil  be  rubl)ed  upon  a  rabbit's  ear,  more  than  an  hour 
may  elapse  before  the  first  beginnings  of  hyperajmia  can  be  detected  ; 
yet  the  inflammation  eventually  set  up  may  be  very  intense.  In  the 
second  place,  section  of  all  the  nerves  passing  to  any  region  of  the 
body  should  have  this  effect,  that  injury  in  the  region  in  question  should 
be  unaccompanied  by  the  ordinary  vascular  reaction.  But  this  is  not  the 
case.  Divide  all  the  nerves  which  supply  a  rabbit's  ear,  for  example,  and 
then  injure  that  ear,  either  by  heat,  cold,  or  inoculation  of  pathogenetic 
micro-organisms,  and  inflammation  manifests  itself  with  all  the  stages 
recognisable  in  an  ear  with  intact  nerve-supply.  The  vascular  changes 
which  accompany  inflammation  can  occur,  then,  independently  of  any 
central  nervous  influences. 

We  can  proceed  farther,  and  state  that  regions  deprived  of  their 
nerve -supply  are  peculiarly  prone  to  inflammatory  changes.  But  this 
liability  to  inflammatory  disturbances  in  such  regions  is  not  directly  due 
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to  the  destruction  of  vaso-motor  tracts  and  the  cutting  ofl'  of  central 
influences  from  the  vessels  of  the  part,  but  is,  it  would  seem,  immediately 
connected  with  the  loss  of  sensation.  Divide  the  ocular  branch  of  the 
fifth  nerve  of  a  rabbit,  and,  if  the  eye  be  not  protected,  ulceration  and 
necrosis  of  the  cornea  manifest  themselves  in  the  course  of  a  few  days. 
Protect  the  eye,  either  by  bringing  the  lids  together  or  by  placing  a 
shade  over  it  in  such  a  way  that  dust  and  foreign  particles  are  prevented 
from  settling  upon  the  surface,  and  no  such  ulcerative  disturbance  mani- 
fests itself.  From  this  it  is  clear  that  the  primary  cause  of  the  inflam- 
mation is  not  any  trophic  change  in  the  region,  but  is  the  lack  of  sensa- 
tion, whereby  irritant  substances  are  permitted  to  gain  a  lodgment  upon 
the  outer  surface  without  any  attempt  being  made  to  remove  them. 
That,  in  addition,  there  is  a  lowered  vitality  in  parts  deprived  of  their 
nerve-supply,  and  that  this  renders  those  parts  a  more  favourable  seat 
for  inflammatory  disturbances,  is  more  than  probable ;  nevertheless,  this 
would  not  seem  to  be  the  primary  cause  of  the  increased  liability  to 
inflammation,    \yide  art.  on  "Nutritional  Retrogressive  Changes."] 

This,  then,  in  the  first  place,  is  clearly  recognisable — that  the  vascular 
changes  accompanying  inflammation  can  occur  independently  of  central 
nervous  influences.  Hence  it  follows  that  there  must  be  a  peripheral 
nervous  mechanism  controlling  the  vessels.  It  remains,  therefore,  to 
determine  the  nature  of  this  peripheral  mechanism  :  is  it  wholly  under 
the  guidance  of  peripheral  nerve  cells  situated  in  the  vessel  walls,  or 
is  it,  in  part  at  least,  idiopathic  ?  In  the  present  state  of  our  knowledge 
the  answer  to  this  question  must  be  g-uarded.  The  more  carefully  the 
innervation  of  the  various  regions  is  studied,  the  more  clearly  is  it 
demonstrated  that  throughout  all  the  tissues  of  the  body  there  exists 
a  wonderfully  fine  and  complicated  network  of  nerve  filaments  with 
occasional  isolated  ganglion  cells.  Yet  proof  is  wanting  that  this  system 
in  connection  with  the  vessels  is  sensorimotor.  Indeed,  so  far  as  regards 
the  heart  and  ventricular  muscle  (which  may  be  looked  upon  as  the 
region  of  the  vascular  system  wherein  the  motile  portion  of  the  walls 
has  become  specially  developed),  the  researches  of  Romberg  and  His  lead 
rather  to  the  conclusion  that  the  peripheral  nervous  system  subserves 
sensation  alone. 

Dr.  H.  J.  Berkley's  careful  series  of  researches  recently  brought 
together  in  a  Jolfim  Hopkins  Hospital  Report  (Neurology  II.,  1894) 
throws  much  light  upon  the  termination  of  the  nerves  in  various  organs, 
and  upon  the  relation  of  these  nerves  to  the  vessel  walls.  Berkley 
finds  in  connection  with  the  ventricular  muscles  a  dense  network  of  nerve 
filaments,  with  small  bulbous  terminations  upon  the  individual  fibres. 
These  observations,  it  must  be  admitted,  tend  to  weaken  the  belief  in  the 
idiomuscular,  or,  more  truly,  idioneural  action  of  the  heart-muscle. 

At  the  same  time,  the  more  the  activity  of  the  various  tissues  is 
studied,  the  more  fully  it  is  seen  that  many  cells  retain  what  may  be 
termed  reminiscences  of  an  earlier  and  more  embryonic  condition  in 
which  their  functions  were  varied  and  less  specialised.    There  is  an 
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inherent  probability  that  the  endothelial  cells  can  react  directly  to 
stimuli,  and  that  they  are  capable  of  idiopathic  contraction  and  expansion 
on  appropriate  stimuli.  We  have  seen  that  these  cells  are  capable  of 
taking  up  microbes,  and  thus  seem  to  exhibit  an  independent  activity 
similar  to  that  observed  in  the  amoeba  or  the  wandering  phagocyte.  If 
these  cells,  then,  are  capable  of  throwing  out  pseudopodia,  and  thus  of  en- 
closing non-motile  bacteria,  are  they  not  capable  of  contracting  and  ex- 
panding, as  a  whole,  according  to  the  stimulus  of  altered  environment  ? 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  such  contractility  of  the  endothelial  walls  of  the 
capillaries  has  been  demonstrated  by  Klebs  and  Severini.  I  cannot  but 
conclude,  then,  that  the  endothelium  of  the  capillaries  is  to  some  extent 
self-regulative  or  neuro-muscular.  It  is  quite  possible — but  "  non-proven  " 
— that  the  muscular  coats  of  the  smaller  arteries  are  likewise  capable  of 
self-regulation,  and  respond  directly  to  stimuli. 

This  view — that  the  vascular  phenomena  of  inflammation  can  occur 
independently  of  the  central  nervous  system  and  of  the  peripheral  nerves — 
does  not  imply  that  the  nervous  system,  central  and  peripheral,  is  without 
its  influence  upon  the  process  ;  far  from  it.  We  have  evidence,  in  the 
first  place,  that  the  state  of  the  vascular  walls  is  modified  after 
destruction  or  severance  of  the  nerves.  I  do  not  here  refer  only  to  the 
consequent  alterations  in  calibre  of  the  vessels,  but  also  to  the  changes 
in  other  properties.  Thus  Gergens,  and  to  a  less  extent  Eiitimeyer, 
noticed  that  after  destruction  of  the  spinal  cord  the  blood-vessels  of  the 
frog  permit  a  larger  quantity  of  fluid,  and  even  particles  of  granular 
colouring  matter,  to  permeate  them. 

In  the  second  place,  we  have  evidence  that  the  central  nervous 
system  exercises  some  direct  influence  upon  the  inflammatory  process. 
From  Cohnheim  onwards  it  has  been  a  matter  of  common  observation 
that  when  all  the  nerves  of  a  part  have  been  severed,  the  stages  of  the 
process  succeed  each  other  with  greater  rapidity.  It  may  be  that  the 
modified  state  of  the  capillary  Avails,  noted  in  the  preceding  paragraph, 
is  capable  of  accounting  for  this  fact,  and  that,  in  the  absence  of  central 
influences,  dilation  of  the  vessels  and  exudation  of  fluid  lead  to  the 
cardinal  symptoms  of  redness  and  swelling,  with  associated  changes  in 
the  tissue,  at  an  earlier  period. 

Of  the  part  played  by  the  different  sets  of  nerves  the  external  ear  of 
the  rabbit  again  furnishes  an  excellent  study.  This  part  has  a  double 
nerve-supply  through  the  auriculars  (major  and  minor)  passing  from 
the  cervical  plexus  and  the  sympathetic  branches  proceeding  from 
the  superior  cervical  ganglion :  stimulation  of  the  former  leads  to 
dilation  of  the  ear  vessels,  of  the  latter  to  contraction  of  the  same.  If, 
as  shown  by  Samuel,  the  sympathetics  be  divided  on  the  one  side, 
and  the  auricular  branches  upon  the  other,  the  ear  vessels  of  the 
former  side  become  widely  dilated,  and  those  of  the  latter  markedly 
constricted.  Under  these  conditions,  if  both  ears  be  subjected  to  the 
action  of  water  warmed  to  .54°  C,  there  is  a  characteristic  difference  in 
their  reaction.    In  the  organ  deprived  of  symiDathetic  influence  the 
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congestion  and  hypersemia  become  yet  more  pronounced  :  an  acute 
inflammation  sets  in  which  proceeds  rapidly  to  recovery.  In  the 
opposite  ear,  Avith  its  constricted  vessels,  no  hyperemia  is  set  up ; 
but  there  is  stasis,  and  gangrene  may  supervene.  These  results  have 
been  confirmed  by  Roger,  who,  taking  a  rabbit  and  dividing  the 
sympathetic  on  one  side  and  then  inoculating  both  ears  with  like 
quantities  of  a  culture  of  the  streptococcus  of  erysipelas,  found  that  the 
erysipelatous  process  manifested  itself  much  more  promptly  upon  the 
paralysed  side,  and  came  to  an  end  at  an  earlier  date.  The  reverse  was 
the  case  when  the  auriculars  of  the  one  side  had  been  divided  :  here  the 
process  was  of  slower  development  than  on  the  intact  side,  and  of  slower 
course,  resulting  in  mutilation  of  the  organ.^ 

The  inference  to  be  drawn  from  these  observations  is  that  section  of 
all  the  nerves  passing  to  the  rabbit's  ear  permits  the  inflammatory  process 
to  run  a  more  rapid  course ;  section  of  the  sympathetics  (vaso-constrictors) 
alone  has  the  same  eff"ect ;  while  the  uncontrolled  action  of  the  sym- 
pathetics after  section  of  the  auriculars  (vaso-dilators)  hinders  or  prevents 
the  manifestation  of  the  ordinary  processes  of  inflammation,  and  by 
preventing  the  destruction  or  removal  of  irritant  matter  favours  necrosis 
of  the  tissues.  We  have  yet  to  learn  whether  these  results  are  capable 
of  a  general  application,  and  to  discover  how  far  they  are  borne 
out  by  clinical  observations  on  diverse  cases  of  localised  paralysis.  So 
far  as  they  go  they  aff'ord  direct  evidence  of  the  power  of  the  central 
nervous  system  to  modify  the  course  of  the  inflammatory  process,  while 
they  demonstrate  admirably  how  potent  an  auxiliary  is  the  dilation  of 
the  vessels  in  the  inflammatory  process. 

Other  evidence  that  the  state  of  the  nerve-supply  of  a  region  influences 
the  manifestation  of  inflammation  is  aff'orded  in  sundry  neuropathies. 
In  all  of  these,  in  the  present  state  of  our  knowledge,  it  is  difficult  to 
trace  out  the  nervous  factors  associated  with  the  lesions  to  which 
I  refer.  Our  knowledge  of  the  respective  influences  of  trophic  and 
vaso-motor  nerves  is  far  too  limited  to  permit  us  to  say  more  than 
that  a  relation  exists  between  the  condition  of  the  nerve -supply 
of  the  affected  area  and  the  inflammatory  lesions  there  observable ; 
that  in  a  certain  number  of  cases  inflammation  aff"ecting  the  area  sup- 
plied by  one  branch  of  a  nerve  may  have  associated  with  it  definite 
inflammatory  disturbances  in  the  areas  supplied  by  other  branches  of 
the  same  nerve,  and  that,  similarly,  when  inflammation  aff'ects  a  viscus, 
inflammatory  phenomena  may  be  sympathetically  developed  in  regions 
innervated  from  the  same  area  in  the  brain  or  spinal  cord.  I  have 
already  given  examples  in  support  of  the  first  statement :  the  familiar 
redness,  swelling,  heat  and  pain  of  the  side  of  the  face  which  may 
accompany  toothache  is  an  example  in  sxipport  of  the  second,  while  the 
condition  of  labial  herpes  in  pneumonia  is  an  evidence  of  the  results  of 

^  Although,  these  results  have  been  criticised  by  Samuel  and  other  observers,  upon  re- 
viewing carefully  the  whole  literature  of  the  subject,  I  cannot  but  think  that  the  above- 
paragraph  represents  the  general  trend  of  more  recent  work. 
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the  third.  Another  example  is  to  be  found  in  the  acute  nephritis  which 
at  times  rapidly  folloM's  the  passage  of  a  catheter,  or  the  impaction  of  a 
stone  in  the  urethra.  It  is  not  unlikely  that  many  of  these  sympathetic 
inflammations  are  not  direct,  but  secondary.  Thus,  the  first  noticeable 
symptom  of  catheter  fever  is  suppression  of  the  urine.  Such  suppression 
might  be  brought  about  either  by  reflex  contraction  of  the  renal 
arteries,  or,  contrariwise,  by  reflex  great  dilatation  and  congestion  of  the 
vessels  of  the  kidneys.  If  it  be  caused  by  the  former,  then  the  nephritis 
can  only  be  regarded  as  secondary,  and  as  due  to  the  injury  done  to  the 
organ  by  the  stoppage  of  its  blood-supply  for  some  little  time. 

From  the  multitude  of  the  factors  involved,  these  examples,  taken 
separately,  afi'ord  at  most  only  a  great  probability  that  the  nervous 
system  can  directly  originate  inflammatory  changes.  There  is,  however, 
the  clearest  proof  that  the  nervous  system  does  possess  this  power,  and 
this  is  afforded  by  the  results  of  certain  observations  upon  h3'pnotic 
eS'ects.  There  are  persons  susceptible  to  hypnotic  suggestion,  in 
whom  the  suggestion  that  a  red-hot  substance  has  been  placed  upon  the 
hand  will,  in  the  course  of  a  few  minutes,  lead  to  great  reddening  of  the 
part  supposed  to  have  been  burned,  and  this  reddening  may  be  followed 
by  great  local  exudation  and  swelling — in  fact,  by  all  the  symptoms 
of  acute  inflammation.  Here,  then,  actual  inflammatory  reaction  follows 
supposed  injury. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  do  more  than  point  out  the  light  that  this 
intervention  of  the  central  nervous  system  throws  upon  the  subject  of 
counter-irritation,  and  upon  the  modifications  of  the  course  of  inflamma- 
tions brought  about  by  idiosyncrasy  of  the  individual. 

From  what  has  been  said  in  the  preceding  paragraphs,  it  follows 
that : — ■ 

1.  Acute  inflammation  in  all  its  stages  may  proceed  regularly  in  the 
absence  of  all  centrifugal  nervous  influences. 

2.  The  vessels  of  an  injured  area  are  capable  of  reacting  apart  from 
central  influences  ;  it  may  be  either  directly,  or  under  the  control  of  a 
peripheral  system  of  nerve  cells. 

3.  The  central  nervous  system  is  capable  of  modifying  the  process 
of  inflammation.  It  would  appear  that  Avhen  the  vaso-dilators  alone  are 
called  into  action,  the  successive  stages  of  the  process  are  accelerated. 
When  the  vaso-constrictors  alone  are  acting,  the  jirocess  is  retarded. 

4.  Centrifugal  impulses  alone,  apart  from  any  local  injury,  may 
originate  a  succession  of  phenomena  of  inflammation  in  a  part. 

5.  Hence,  in  all  probability  a  nervous  and  central  origin  must  be 
ascribed  to  some,  at  least,  of  the  sympathetic  inflammations  seen  to  occur 
in  areas  supplied  by  the  other  branches  of  a  nerve  supplying  a  part 
primarily  inflamed ;  and  again  in  areas  supplied  from  the  same  region  of 
the  brain  or  cord  as  the  inflamed  organ. 
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Chapter  6. — On  the  Part  played  by  the  Cells  of  the  Tissues 

As  a  consequence  of  irritation  two  opposed  processes  may  be  manifested 
in  the  cells  of  the  affected  area, — changes  leading  to  impairment  and 
death,  and  changes  leading  to  overgrowth  and  proliferation  ;  degeneration 
and  regeneration. 

Either  of  these  two  processes  may,  it  is  true,  be  wholly  wanting.  In 
very  acute  suppurative  disturbances,  destruction  of  the  tissue  cells  and 
the  steps  leading  to  destruction  may  be  the  only  recognisable  changes. 
Again,  in  the  first  stage  of  most  injiu'ies,  whether  of  mechanical, 
chemical  or  bacterial  nature,  degenerative  changes  are  wont  to  take 
the  lead.  On  the  other  hand,  there  are  irritants  so  mild  that  little  or 
no  cell  destruction  results  from  their  action  ;  an  extreme  example  of  this 
category  of  inflammations  is  seen  in  those  epithelial  overgrowths  com- 
monly known  as  "  corns,"  due,  as  Sir  James  Paget  pointed  out  in  his 
lectures,  to  intermittent  pressure  and  irritation  of  moderate  intensity.^ 
Other  examples  are  to  be  found  in  the  "  catarrhal "  inflammations,  in 
which  there  is  marked  initial  overgrowth  and  proliferation  of  the  cells  of 
mucous  membrane  ;  and  in  tuberculosis,  again,  in  which  characteristically 
the  earliest  effects  upon  the  pre-existing  cells,  produced  by  the  presence 
and  groAvth  of  the  tubercle  bacilli,  are  those  of  enlargement  and  multipli- 
cation— necrotic  changes,  as  a  rule,  only  apijearing  at  a  much  later  stage. 
Once  more,  in  the  later  healing  stages  of  injuries,  cell  proliferation  may 
be  in  the  field  alone.  Nevertheless,  in  a  very  great  immber,  if  not  in  the 
majority  of  inflammations,  the  two  processes  may  be  found  occurring 
together — destruction  and  degeneration  being  in  evidence  at  the  focus  of 
irritation,  and  growth  and  proliferation  towards  the  boundary  zone, 
where  the  irritant  is  acting  in  a  less  concentrated  form. 

Although  the  two  processes  are  thus  so  frequently  associated,  it  will 
be  well,  for  the  orderly  review  of  our  subject,  to  consider  them  separ- 
ately. 

Degeneration  of  the  Tissue  Cells. — Death  of  the  pre-existing  cells 
as  an  immediate  consequence  of  injury  cannot  be  regarded  as  one  of  the 
phenomena  of  the  inflammatory  process.  Immediate  death  of  the  cells 
may  be  a,  result  of  injury,  and  the  disintegration  of  the  dead  cells  may 
in  itself  lead  the  way  to  all  the  symptoms  of  inflammation.    But  cessation 

'  It  may  very  well  be  that  this  is  not  au  extreme  example.  Neoplasms  as  a  class, 
whether  malignant  or  benign,  not  improbably  develop  as  a  consequence  of  some  irritation 
having  an  intensity  just  sufficient  to  induce  cell  proliferation,  and  continued  for  a  time 
sufficiently  long  to  impress  upon  the  cells  of  the  aifected  tissues  the  habit  of  I'apid  multipli- 
cation. There  is  evidence  both  in  animal  and  vegetable  pathology  favouring  this  relationship 
between  inflammation  and  neoplastic  growth. 

The  objection  may  be  raised,  with  considerable  force,  that  substances  which  lead  to  cell 
proliferation  are  stimuli  and  not  irritants,  and  that  a  line  should  be  drawn  between  inflam- 
mation proper  and  overgrowth  the  result  of  irritation.  I,  for  one,  would  willingly  make  this 
difl'erence,  but  while  it  is  easy  to  draw  the  line  iu  certain  well-marked  examples,  in  others, 
as  I  shall  proceed  to  show,  cellular  proliferation  is  so  essential  a  part  of  the  whole  inflam- 
matory process  that  the  division  becomes  impossible. 
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of  action  is  not  I'eaction,  nor  is  failure  response,  and  throughout  this 
article  inflammation  has  been  considered  as  the  reaction  following 
injury,  and  the  response  to  it.  Thus  immediate  death  of  tissue  cells  is 
resultant  and  not  reactive,  and  may  be  eliminated  from  the  category  of 
the  essential  phenomena  of  inflammation. 

The  same  is  to  some  extent  true  of  cell  degeneration,  but  not 
entirely.  While  it  is  impossible  nowadays  to  accept  Virchow's  old 
view,  that  inflammation  is  essentially  a  process  characterised  by 
increased  nutritive  changes  in  the  cells  of  the  tissues,  it  remains  most 
probable  that  in  very  many  cases  irritation  induces  increased,  even  if 
perverted,  activity  of  certain  orders  of  cells.  The  proliferation,  SAvelling, 
and  more  or  less  rapid  degeneration  of  these  cells  cannot  be  wholly 
ascribed  to  the  toxic  influence  of  the  irritant,  but  must  in  part  be 
regarded  as  a  result  of  over-stimulation  and  overwork.  This  is  most 
noticeable  in  connection  with  catarrhal  and  parenchymatous  inflam- 
mations. In  parenchymatous  nephritis,  for  example,  such  as  that  set 
up  by  cantharidin  or  septic  infection,  the  cells  especially  affected 
are  those  whose  fimctions  are  especially  excretory ;  and  their  degenera- 
tion Avould  appear  to  be  intimately  related  to  the  performance  of  their 
functions.  Such  degeneration,  preceded  or  accompanied,  as  it  so  fre- 
quently is,  by  excessive  proliferation,  may  truly  be  regarded  as  reactive, 
and  not  as  wholly  and  primarily  destructive. 

Of  the  degenerations  which  affect  the  tissue  cells  in  inflammation 
(and  often  at  the  same  time  the  leucocytes)  there  are  many  varieties  ; 
in  fact,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  irritant,  one,  or  other,  or  all  the 
degenerations  affecting  the  tissues  in  different  pathological  conditions 
may  manifest  themselves,  save,  perhaps,  simple  atrophy  and  pigmental 
degeneration  (as  apart  from  pigmental  infiltration).  Most  commonly 
i-ecognised  are  cloudy  and  fatty  changes,  but  mucoid  and  hydropic 
changes  are  far  more  frequent  than  is  generally  noted.  Even  so  special- 
ised a  change  as  amyloid  degeneration  has  been  observed  occurring  locally 
in  chronic  inflammations — as,  for  example,  in  gummata  ;  while  in  these 
same  chronic  lesions  hyaline  degeneration  in  the  vessel  walls  is  very  often 
to  be  encountered. 

There  is  also  to  be  seen  in  inflammatory  disturbances  of  moderately 
acute  type  a  further  form  of  degeneration,  Avhich  receives  a  passing 
mention  in  the  text-books,  it  is  true,  but  so  far  has  not  to  my  knowledge 
been  duly  treated  as  an  entity  ;  nor  has  its  significance  been  fully  grasped. 
This  is  what  may  be  termed  "  reversionary  "  degeneration.  It  is  to  be 
seen  afi'ecting  tissues,  in  which  the  individual  components  in  the  fully- 
formed  state  are  not  single  cells,  but  cell  complexes  or  compounds.  Such 
compounds  are  the  voluntary  muscle  and  medullated  nerve  fibres, 
and,  as  GraAvitz  has  pointed  out,  the  fat  cells  of  connective  tissue.^ 
These  are  formed  by  the  fusion  and  united  growth  of  several  cells ; 

'  I  here,  and  tlirougliout  tliis  article,  leave  wholly  out  of  account  Grawitz's  "slumbering 
cell "  theory — a  theory  incapable  of  actual  proof,  and  at  variance  witli  the  cell  theory  upon 
which  is  based  the  entire  superstructure  of  modern  biology. 
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and  in  inflammation,  as  under  other  pathological  conditions,  the  de- 
generation of  the  cell-compound  as  a  whole  manifests  itself  by  a  certain 
amount  of  proliferation  of  the  nuclei  (of  the  muscle  fibre,  sheaths  of 
Schwann,  and  periphery  of  the  fat  cells  respectively),  protoplasm  can  be 
observed  to  accumulate  around  these  active  nuclei,  and  with  the  assump- 
tion by  the  component  cells  of  an  independent  existence  the  degeneration 
may  be  said  to  be  complete — that  is  to  say,  beyond  this  point  only  the 
shell  and  debris  of  the  original  compound  are  left  to  be  considered. 

All  these  degenerations  are  inevitably  associated  with  disturbance  of 
the  functions  of  the  affected  cells,  and  lead  to  their  death  if  the  irritation 
which  has  induced  them  be  continued.  But  death  is  not  the  final  stage 
to  be  considered.  The  ultimate  fate  of  the  necrosed  cells  varies  accord- 
ing to  the  situation  of  the  inflamed  area,  the  intensity  of  the  irritation, 
and  the  sjiecific  character  of  the  irritant.  From  a  free  surface  the  dead 
material  may  be  freely  cast  off.  In  acute  suppurative  inflammations, 
whether  superficial  or  deep,  and,  in  general,  wherever  there  is  an 
abundant  determination  of  leucocytes,  there  obtains  a  digestion  and 
solution  of  the  necrosed  cells ;  and,  as  I  have  already  pointed  out,  this 
is  associated  with  the  development  of  peptones  and  albumoses,  and  is 
brought  about  largely  through  the  extracellular  action  of  the  leucocytes. 
When  there  is  a  large  area  of  cell  destruction,  with  well-developed 
encystment  and  limitation  of  necrosis  by  granulation  tissue,  there  the 
solution  of  the  dead  material  and  subsequent  absorption  may  be  incom- 
plete, and  a  fatty  d6bris  left  behind,  which  may  eventually  become 
infiltrated  with  lime  salts  (the  calcareous  degeneration  falsely  so-called). 
In  tuberculosis,  despite  the  presence  of  many  leucocytes  in  the  immediate 
vicinity,  the  dead  material  of  the  centre  of  the  tubercle  undergoes  very 
little  absorption,  but  remains  as  an  inspissated,  cheesy  mass.  In  syphilis, 
on  the  other  hand,  in  large  gummata,  while  there  is  similar  death  of  the 
central  cells  and  absence  of  removal,  fatty  metamorphosis  does  not  occur 
nearly  to  the  same  extent. 

Lastly,  although  very  little  is  known  about  the  subject,  attention 
must  be  drawn  to  the  fact  that  along  with  the  tissue  cells  the  intercellular 
matrix  undergoes  modifications  or  degenerative  changes  during  inflam- 
mation. Among  these,  in  all  probability,  is  to  be  classed  an  increase  in 
the  amount  of  intercellular  mucin,  a  mucoid  degeneration.  The  inflam- 
matory exudate  is  in  many  cases  rich  in  mucin,  and  although  our 
knowledge  of  the  changes  in  the  matrix  is  scanty,  the  fact  that  the  tissue 
cells  in  general  show  little  evidence  of  storage  of  mucoid  or  mucinogenous 
material,  renders  it  probable  that  what  mucin  is  formed  is  either  excreted 
or  elaborated  between  the  cells.  Connective  tissue  fibrils,  which  may  be 
regarded  as  part  of  the  matrix,  undergo  dissociation  and  swelling,  and 
eventually,  in  acute  inflammation,  disappear.  In  chronic  disturbances 
they  are  especially  prone  to  hyaline  change. 

Regemration  of  the  Tissue  Cells ;  Overgrowth  and  Proliferation. — -In  the 
lower  animals,  as  we  know,  injury  and  actual  removal  even  of  a  large 
portion  of  the  body  may  be  followed  by  the  complete  reproduction  of 
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the  lost  part.  In  man,  however,  this  reproduction  of  lost  tissue  is 
reduced  to  its  lowest  poiut  :  the  higher  the  tissue  the  less,  and  the  less 
perfect,  the  reproduction.  Speaking  generally,  the  tissues  which  show 
the  greatest  potentiality  for  reproduction  are  the  least  highly  organised — 
those  composed  of  similar  units.  The  "  connective  tissue  " — the  lowest 
and  most  widely  distributed — retains  the  largest  powers  of  proliferation 
and  hyperplasia. 

In  ordinary  inflammation  hypertrophy  and  h  vperplasia  of  the  connective 
tissue  cells  are  absent  at  the  focus  of  irritation.  Here  degeneration  is 
predominant.  It  is  in  the  peripheral  zone,  away  from  the  maximum 
concentration  of  the  irritant,  that  (as  shown  in  case  after  case  of  Leber  s 
long  series  of  studies  upon  injiuy  to  the  cornea)  the  connective  tissue 
cells  show  signs  of  enlargement  and  proliferation,  that  they  become  more 
swollen  and  prominent,  send  out  large  processes,  and  may  exhibit  signs 
of  active  mitosis.  It  may  be  urged  that  this  peripheral  change  is  not 
inflammatory,  but  associated ;  yet,  as  I  have  already  hinted,  the  signs  of 
cellular  regeneration  may  manifest  themselves  at  so  early  a  stage  that  it 
is  impossible  to  disconnect  them  from  the  process  of  inflammation.  This 
fact  has  been  brought  out  with  emphasis  in  Eanvier's  interesting  series  of 
studies  on  irritation  of  the  peritoneum  by  weak  solutions  of  caustic  sub- 
stances. If  a  few  drops  of  a  0'3  per  cent  solution  of  silver  nitrate  be 
injected  into  the  aMominal  cavity  of  a  rabbit  or  guinea-pig,  an  inflamma- 
tion is  set  up  which  lasts  for  some  days.  At  the  end  of  twenty-fom- 
hours  the  portions  of  the  serous  coat  of  the  alxiominal  contents  which 
have  been  most  affected  are  found  denuded  of  their  endothelium — the 
cells  have  died  and  disappeared  :  but  in  other  regions,  less  strongly  affected, 
the  endothelial  cells  present  the  reverse  condition  of  overgi'owth  :  their 
nuclei  are  swollen  ;  the  protoplasm,  instead  of  forming  a  flattened  plate,  is 
swollen,  and  presents  stellate  prolongations  anastomosing  ^vith  those  of 
neighbouring  cells.  The  underlying  vessels  at  this  period  show  abundant 
e^"idence  of  inflammation  :  they  are  congested,  and  leucocvtes  are  being 
poiu'ed  out  into  "the  mesenteric  network.  Within  forty-eight  hours  there 
follows  upon  the  inflammatory  exudation  a  rich  development  of  fine 
filaments  of  fibrin,  and  along  simdry  of  these  filaments  the  enlarged 
endothelial  cells  send  processes.  Some  of  the  cells  become  enormous, 
100  or  more  in  diameter.  In  this  extension  of  the  cells  along  the 
fibrinous  framework  we  have  probably  the  commencing  formation  of 
organised  adhesions.  The  endothelial  cells  at  this  stage  have  become  so 
modified  from  theii-  previous  quiescent  flattened  state  that  even  outside 
the  body  they  exhibit  amceboid  movements. 

Up  to  this  time  no  signs  of  nuclear  di\"ision  manifest  themsehes. 
According  to  Toupet,  working  under  Cornil,  it  is  not  luitil  the  fourth  day 
that  mitosis  is  recognisable  in  this  form  of  inflammation.  But  while  in- 
flammatory congestion,  exudation  of  fluid,  and  diapedesis  of  leucocytes  is 
proceeding  actively,  the  modified  endothelial  cells  of  the  regions  that 
have  not  luidergone  the  severest  injmy  are  mth  equal  activity  engaged 
in  what  it  is  ditficidt  to  regard  as  other  than  a  reparatorA'  process. 
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As  Baumgarten  showed  in  his  studies  upon  the  development  of 
tubercles,  in  the  irritation  set  up  by  the  growth  of  the  B.  tuberculosis  in 
the  tissue,  a  like  overgrowth  with  proliferation  of  the  fixed  cells  occurs  in 
the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  the  bacilli  without  any  primary  evidence 
of  cell  degeneration.  It  is  true  that  of  late  the  reseai'ches  of  Borel  have 
thrown  doubt  upon  Baumgarten's  observations,  but  they  confirm  the 
earlier  researches  so  far  as  regards  the  mitosis  of  pre-existing  cells,  and 
the  absence  of  degeneration  of  these  in  the  earlier  stages  of  the  tuber- 
cular growth.  Borel  would  regard  all  the  large  epithelioid  cells  of  the 
tubercle  as  modified  leucocytes.  For  myself  I  cannot  admit  that  he  has 
proved  this,  careful  as  his  researches  seem  to  be  ;  and  until  the  leucocytic 
natru-e  of  these  cells  be  firmly  established  I  am  inclined,  with  the  majority 
of  histologists,  to  regard  many  of  them  as  similar  in  nature  and 
origin  to  the  modified  cells  just  described  in  connection  with  simple 
inflammation. 

The  difficulty  of  determining  the  origin  of  the  growing  cells  in 
inflammation  has  formed  the  greatest  trial  of  the  pathologist  throughout 
an  entire  generation,  and  yet  longer  ;  nor  can  we  now  assert  without 
chance  of  dispute  what  cells  are  mainly  concerned  in  the  formation  of 
new  tissue. 

When  we  examine  newly-formed  granulation  tissue  we  can  distinguish 
cells  of  more  than  one  type — (1)  small  round  cells  with  polylobular  and 
fragmented  nuclei,  (2)  other  cells  containing  oxyphil  granules,  (3)  larger 
cells  with  a  single  nucleus  and  a  relatively  large  quantity  of  protoplasm, 
and  again  (4)  cells  of  varying  but  generally  lai'ge  size,  varying  in  shape, 
but  on  the  whole  having  the  appearance  of  spindle  cells  with  single  oval 
nucleus  and  abundant  piotoplasm.    These  can  be  made  out  easily. 

The  first  two  forms  of  cells  are  clearly  leucocytes.  Fuither  study  of 
their  fate  shows  that  they  disappear ;  they  play  no  further  par  t  in  the 
organisation  of  the  tissue  save  that,  as  is  well  shown  by  Scheltema  and 
Nikiforoff",  many  of  them  are  absorbed  by  the  growing  connective  tissue 
cells,  and  thus  would  seem  to  aid  in  their  nutrition.  The  last  form 
likewise  presents,  as  such,  no  difficulties.  These  are  fibroblasts — cells  in 
the  process  of  growth  into  connective  tissue.  But  what  is  their  relation- 
ship to  the  previous  form, — to  the  round  mononucleated  cells  with  fairly 
abundant  protoplasm, — what  are  these  last,  and  what  in  short  is  the  origin 
of  the  fibroblasts, — is  it  from  leucocytes  or  from  pre-existing  connective 
tissue  cells  1  Upon  this  most  difficult  question  more  ingenuity  and 
more  research  have  been  expended  than  upon  any  other  part  of  this  well- 
worked  field  of  inflammation. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  nowadays  that  a  large  proportion  of  the 
fibroblasts  in  granulation  tissue  are  developed  from  pre-existing  con- 
nective tissue  cells.  The  general  consensus  of  recent  researches  leads 
decidedly  in  this  direction ;  and  it  is  from  the  laboratory  of  Ziegler,  who 
by  his  classical  observations  led  pathologists  for  some  years  to  hold  the 
contrary  vicAV,  that  the  studies  have  emanated  which  most  conclusively 
show  the  part  played  by  the  connective  tissue ;  the  researches  of  Kraff't, 
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Podwyssozki,  Coen,  Fischer  and  Nikiforoff,  confirmed  and  strengthened  by 
the  researches  of  Arnold,  Marchand,  Eeinke,  and  Sherrington,  all  bring 
forward  evidence  in  one  direction.  It  is  the  clearly  recognisable  pre- 
existing cells  of  the  tissue — connective,  endothelial  and  epithelial — which 
show  most  constantly  the  signs  of  nuclear  division  :  every  stage  of 
enlargement,  mitosis  and  cell  division,  can  l)e  made  out  in  them. 
Even  if  we  did  not  possess  the  information  afforded  by  nuclear  changes, 
the  fact  that  new  tissue  is  always  developed  in  the  immediate  neighbour- 
hood of  pre-existing  tissue  would  in  itself  point  strongly  to  this  same 
conclusion. 

We  may  rest  assured  of  this  much.  But  can  we  advance  farther, 
and  state  that  all  newly-formed  connecti^'e  tissue  cells  originate  from 
the  2)re-existing  cells  of  the  tissue,  and  that  none  of  them  are  derived  from 
wandering  cells  %  In  the  present  state  of  our  knowledge  the  answer  to  this 
question  must  be  an  unhesitating  "  No."  If  we  base  our  observations 
ujjon  the  morphology  of  the  cells  in  granulation  tissue,  avc  find  that  with 
our  present  methods  the  large,  round,  mononuclear  cells  seen  therein  are 
undistinguishable  on  the  one  hand  from  large  hyaline  leucocytes,  on  the 
other  from  one  stage  in  the  development  of  filwoblasts.  If  we  examine 
into  their  properties  we  find  that  they  act  as  phagocytes  incorporating  the 
multinuclear  leucocytes.  The  fibroblasts,  according  to  Nikiforoff's  careful 
studies,  have  an  identical  action ;  so  also,  according  to  Metschnikoff, 
Ruffer,  Borel,  and  others,  have  the  large  mononuclear  hyaline  leucocytes. 
If  Ave  study  their  mode  of  division  they,  like  the  connective  tissue  cells, 
exhiliit  indirect  or  nuclear  division.  It  may  be  (as  has  been  more  than 
once  suggested)  that  the  large  mononuclear  hyaline  leucocytes  differ  from 
the  other  forms  in  being  of  endothelial  origin.  Were  this  so,  a  path  would 
be  found  out  of  our  present  difficulty.  Certainly  the  most  that  can  now 
be  said  is  that  it  is  quite  possible  that  among  the  higher  animals  this  one 
form  of  wandering  cell  may  be  contributory  to  new  fibrous  tissue  forma- 
tion, quite  possible  that  the  connective  tissue  cells  which  develop  as  a 
result  of  inflammation  are  not  all  derived  from  the  j^re-existing  cells  of  the 
region.^ 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  leucocytes,  endothelial,  and  connective 
tissue  cells  are  very  simple  forms  of  tissue,  that  they  are  all  of  like 
mesoblastic  oi'igin,  and  thus  being  homogeneous,  may  be  more  variously 
modified,  without  impairment  of  activity,  than  more  highly  si^ecialised 
cells.  I  must  here  add  that  in  lower  forms — in  the  tadpole's  tail, 
for  example — Metschnikoff  has  followed  day  by  day  the  transition  from 
leucocyte  into  typical  connective  tissue  cell,  and  that,  largely  in  conse- 
quence of  these  observations,  French  pathologists  hold  the  view  that  the 
leucocytes  enter  far  more  actively  into  new  tissue  formation  than  I  here 
recognise.    The  German  school,  with  the  exception  of  Arnold  (whose 

'  In  tliis  connection  may  be  mentioned  the  observations  of  Metsclinikofl',  confirmed 
by  Barfnrth,  and  more  recently  by  Dr.  Josej^h  Griffiths,  which  sliow  that  in  the  degeneration 
and  disintegration  of  muscle  filires  (of  the  tadpole's  tail)  the  proliferated  nuclei  of  the  fibres 
become  the  nuclei  of  individual  wandering  cells — leucocytes. 
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views  correspond  on  the  whole  with  my  own),  has  with  Ziegler  passed 
over  to  the  opposite  camp  of  connective  tissue  only  from  connective 
tissue.  For  myself  I  have  carefully  sifted  the  evidence  adduced  by 
either  side.  What  is  said  above  gives,  I  believe,  the  estimate  of  the 
matter  for  the  time  being ;  while  what  follows  gives  in  brief  the  state  of 
our  knowledge  of  the  part  played  in  inflammation  by  the  tissue  cells  in 
general. 

(1)  Two  series  of  changes  may  occur  in  the  cells  of  an  inflamed  tissue, 
which  may  be  included  under  the  terms  degeneration  and  regeneration 
respectively. 

(2)  The  extent  to  which  one  or  other  of  these  series  of  changes  pre- 
dominates varies  with  the  nature  and  intensity  of  the  irritant. 

(3)  Degeneration  and  death  of  the  tissue  cells  may  be  a  direct  and 
immediate  result  of  the  presence  of  the  irritant,  and  then  can  scarcely  be 
regarded  as  essential  phenomena  of  inflammation.  Or  they  may  be 
of  more  gradual  onset,  associated  with  evidence  of  over-stimulation  and 
increased  activity  of  the  cells. 

(4)  Fatty,  cloudy,  hydropic  and  mucoid  are  the  most  frequent  forms 
of  degeneration  affecting  the  tissue  cells  in  acute  inflammation ;  hyaline 
in  chronic  ;  other  forms  are  rare. 

(5)  The  ultimate  fate  of  the  necrosed  cells  varies  as  the  situation, 
intensity  of  irritant,  and  specific  character  of  irritant. 

(6)  Cell-proliferation  is  so  constant  an  accompaniment  of  certain  forms 
of  inflammation  that  it  is  impossible  to  regard  this  as  an  adjunct  and  not 
as  an  essential  part  of  the  process. 

(7)  The  tissues  which  show  the  greatest  potentiality  for  reproduc- 
tion in  consequence  of  inflammation  are  those  which  are  least  highly 
organised. 

(8)  The  origin  of  fibroblasts  and  new  connective  tissue  cells  cannot 
be  regarded  as  entirely  determined,  but  this  much  would  seem  to  be 
clearly  demonstrated  :  (a)  That  a  large  proportion  of  the  fibi'oblasts  are 
derived  from  pre-existing  connective  tissue  cells.  (/?)  That  in  lower 
forms — as,  for  example,  the  tadpole — leucocytes  can  be  seen  to  develop 
into  connective  tissue  cells,  (y)  It  is  quite  possible,  indeed  probable,  that 
in  the  higher  animals  one  form  of  wandering  cell,  the  large  hyaline 
mononuclear,  contril)utes  to  the  formation  of  new  fibrous  tissue. 

Chapter  7. — On  Fibrous  Hyperplasia  and  its  Relationship 
TO  Inflammation 

The  succession  of  changes  from  emljryonic  cells  to  fully-formed  tissue 
can  best  be  studied  in  cases  where  there  has  been  a  relatively  large  area 
of  destruction — as,  for  example,  after  severe  burns,  or  excision  of  organs 
or  large  portions  of  organs ;  or,  again,  where  inflammation  has  been  of  a 
chronic  character. 

If  healthy  granulation  tissue  be  examined,  the  process  of  growth  is 
seen  to  originate  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of,  if  not  in  direct 
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connection  with  the  dilated  new  capillaries.  It  is  around  these  vessels, 
formed  of  little  more  than  a  single  layer  of  cells,  that  the  fusiform  fibro- 
blasts are  in  greatest  abundance.  At  a  later  stage,  in  regions  more  remote 
from  the  advancing  margin  of  the  granulations,  the  fibroblasts  have  a  more 
general  distribution  in  the  intercapillary  sjjaces,  and  are  more  elongated  ; 
around  them  may  be  seen  the  earliest  wavy  fibres  of  white  connec- 
tive tissue.  These  are  essentially  of  cellular  origin — as  much  so  as 
is  the  substance  of  striated  muscle  fibres.  The  elongated  fibroblasts 
not  only  break  or  extend  at  their  poles  into  fine  processes,  but  also 
along  their  sides  the  protoplasm  undergoes  modification  into  fine  parallel 
fibrillse.  With  the  continuance  of  this  change  the  cells  become  smaller 
and  smaller  until  little  is  left  but  the  attenuated  nuclei,  often  so  flattened 
and  narrow  as  to  be  scarcely  recognisable.  It  is  generally  accepted 
that  the  fibrillar  substance  contracts  with  increasing  age ;  certainly  the 
newly-formed  cicatricial  tissue  diminishes  greatly  in  volume,  and  with 
this  diminution  the  previous  great  vascularity  of  the  part  disappears ;  the 
capillaries  shrink  until  the  majority  become  completely  occluded.  Thus, 
in  place  of  the  abundant,  soft  and  succulent  granulation  tissue,  rich  in 
cells,  blood-vessels  and  exuded  fluid,  there  is  eventually  a  firm,  shrunken, 
anaemic  mass  of  fibrous  tissue,  with  lare  flattened  nuclei,  rich  only  in 
closely-pressed  bundles  of  Avhite,  semi-transparent  fibrils. 

Fibrous  hyperplasia  is  to  be  encountered  in  almost  every  tissue  of 
the  body  as  a  sequence  of  very  diverse  morbid  conditions.  To  speak  of 
it  in  any  case  as  "  fibroid  degeneration  "  is  a  misnomer.  The  overgrowth 
of  any  tissue,  however  lowly,  is  not  a  degeneration.  Fibrous  tissue  may 
and  often  does  become  the  seat  of  degenerative  processes,  notably  the 
hyaline ;  but  that  is  another  matter.  To  regard  every  condition  of 
generalised  or  localised  fibroid  change  of  the  organs  of  the  l>ody  as  a 
chronic  " — itis"is  equally  erroneous,  until  we  have  proof  absolute  that 
connective  tissue  only  undergoes  excessive  growth  directly  or  indirectly 
under  the  stimulus  of  injury.  It  is  interesting  to  note  the  opposed 
tendencies  of  the  two  branches  of  our  profession  on  this  subject ; 
the  surgeons  strive  to  restrict  the  idea  of  inflammation  to  acute  pyogenic 
disturbance,  the  physicians  to  extend  the  idea  so  as  to  include  all 
cases  of  chronic  progressive  "  fibrosis."  I  will  not  say  that  the  latter 
is  as  untenable  a  position  as  the  former,  for  it  is  a  matter  of  peculiar 
difficulty  and  delicacy  to  state  what  is  and  what  is  not  an  inflamma- 
tory fi))rosis ;  after  all,  there  is  more  danger  of  being  tossed  about 
helplessly  in  the  Charybdis  of  including  too  little,  than  there  is  of 
striking  upon  the  Scylla  of  including  too  much  in  our  idea  of  inflamma- 
tion. 

Here  I  wish  to  point  out  how  divergent  are  the  conditions  which 
lead  to  fibroid  hyperplasia,  and  to  draw  attention  to  the  fact  that  there 
is  reasonable  ground  for  not  classing  all  forms  under  the  one  common 
heading,  even  though  the  I'esulting  appearances  may  be  undistinguishable 
and  the  eflects  the  same. 

Cicatricial  fibrosis  presents  little  difficulty ;  it  is  plainly  the  i-esult  of 
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inflammation ;  so  too  is  the  fibrous  overgrowth  upon  chronically  inflamed 
serous  surfaces.  Capsular  fibrosis  is  clearly  of  the  same  nature  ;  it  is 
to  be  seen  around  foreign  bodies,  ai'ound  chronic  abscesses,  in  the 
walls  of  tubercular  cavities,  and  encapsulating  tubercles,  gummata,  and 
other  neoplasms  inflammatory  and  non- inflammatory.  Allied  to  these 
is  the  fibroid  replacement  in  old  infarcts  (including  that  following 
upon  "  myomalacia  "  cordis).  Here,  studying  a  series  of  cases,  it  can  be 
made  out  that  the  necrosed  material  becomes  surrounded  by  a  zone 
of  inflammation,  and  that,  with  the  passage  of  leucocytes  into  the 
dead  area  and  absorption  of  the  eff'ete  material,  there  is  soon  manifest 
a  new  connective  tissue  overgrowth  advancing  inwards  from  the  peri- 
phery. 

Among  the  generalised  scleroses  there  is  one  form  frequently  encoun- 
tered which  may,  without  hesitation,  be  regarded  as  the  accompaniment 
of  inflammation.  This  is  seen  well  in  the  general  interstitial  nephritis 
accompanying  subacute  and  chronic  parenchymatous  inflammation  of  the 
kidney.  Of  similar  nature  are  some  forms  at  least  of  hepatic  cirrhosis, 
diff"use  syphilitic  cirrhosis,  the  diff"use  tubercular  cirrhosis  to  which  atten- 
tion has  more  especially  been  drawn  by  French  pathologists,  and  an 
extensive  pericellular  ciirhosis  in  cattle,  which  I  have  of  late  been 
engaged  in  studying,  due,  it  would  seem,  to  the  abundant  multiplication 
of  a  diplobacillus  in  the  bile  capillaries  and  liver  substance.  Whatever 
be  the  immediate  cause  of  other  forms  of  cirrhosis,  overgrowths  of  fibrous 
tissue  would  appear  in  these  to  precede  atrophy  of  the  liver  cells,  and  to 
be  associated  with  the  presence  of  an  irritant. 

But  there  are  other  varieties  of  fibroid  growth  concei'ning  which 
it  is  less  easy  to  arrive  at  a  just  conclusion.  First  may  be  mentioned  the 
replacement  or  compensatory  fibroses.  An  excellent  example  of  this  is 
to  be  seen  in  the  sclerosis  of  well-defined  tracts  of  the  spinal  cord  follow- 
ing destruction  of  the  ganglion  cells  governing  those  tracts,  or  sections 
of  the  fibres,  at  a  point  proximal  to  their  trophic  cells. 

The  fibrosis  in  these  cases  is  not  secondary  to  a  progressive  inflam- 
mation, but  to  a  simple  atrophy  of  the  nerve  filjres.  These  shrink,  and 
their  place  is  taken  by  fibrous  tissue.  Another  equally  instructive 
example  is  to  be  found  in  the  dystrophic  sclerosis  of  the  cardiac 
muscle  fibres  to  which  attention  has  been  called,  more  especially  by 
Drs.  Martin  and  Huchard.  This  occurs  in  certain  cases  of  arterio-sclerosis, 
and  is  best  seen  in  the  papillary  muscles,  the  fibroid  change  occurring, 
not  around  the  thickened  arterioles,  but  at  the  periphery  of  the  area 
supplied  by  each.  The  muscle  fibres  around  the  arterioles  are  healthy  ; 
but  farther  away,  through  lack  of  nutrition,  they  have  atrophied,  and 
their  place  is  taken  by  a  zone  of  fibrous  tissue  which  frequently  manifests 
hyaline  degeneration.  In  this  instance  the  morbid  condition  of  the 
arteries  is  in  itself  a  hindrance  to  active  dilatation  of  the  vessels,  and  the 
exhibition  of  the  ordinary  accompaniments  of  inflammation.  Indeed  this 
peripheral  zone  is  singulai'ly  free  from  leucocytes,  yet  well-marked 
sclerosis  appears  nevertheless. 


122 


SYSTEM  OF  MEDICINE 


Can  these  be  regarded  as  cases  of  inflammatory  fibrous  hyperplasia  ? 
According  to  our  definition  they  may  :  the  fibrosis  ensues  as  a  reaction  to 
injury.  It  is  legitimate  to  conceive  that  the  dying  and  atrophic  tissue 
elements  here,  as  in  the  grosser  condition  of  infarct,  act  as  irritants.  But, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  only  recognisable  evidence  of  inflammation  is  this 
very  extension  of  cicatricial  tissue ;  and  even  this  is  strictly  limited  in 
amount,  l)eing  just  sufficient  to  replace  the  dead  tissue,  and  nothing 
more. 

Active  hypersemia  is  not  a  prominent  characteristic  of  any  stage  in 
the  first  instance  cited  above,  and  is  throughout  absent  in  the  second. 
Still,  as  I  showed  in  an  earlier  portion  of  this  article  when  treating  of 
injuries  to  non-vascular  areas,  active  hypersemia  is  not  absolutely 
indispensable. 

Active  hypersemia  is  entirely  wanting  in  yet  another  form  of  fibrosis 
—  that  resulting  from  passive  congestion,  whether  of  the  blood  (as 
in  clubbed  fingers,  in  that  variety  of  cirrhosis  of  the  liver  which  may 
result  from  obstructive  lung  or  heart  disease,  and  in  the  spleen  of 
portal  obstruction),  or  of  the  lymph  (as  in  chronic  oedema,  sclerema, 
elephantiasis  and  macroglossia).  Is  this  to  be  regarded  as  an  inflam- 
matory fibrosis  1  Everything  points  to  the  conclusion  that  connective 
tissue  cells  and  their  progenitors,  like  the  Chinaman  and  the  Polish  Jew, 
can  thrive  and  multiply  upon  a  paliulum  which  is  starvation  to  those 
of  a  higher  standard.  In  passive  congestion,  as  in  obstruction  to 
the  onward  flow  of  lymph,  there  results  undoubtedly  a  bathing 
of  the  tissues  with  increased  lymph.  Can  this  alone  account  for  the 
hyperplasia,  or  must  we  invoke  the  aid  of  the  irritation  or  stimulus 
of  retained  effete  matters  contained  in  the  lymph  1  This  question  is  one 
that  is  most  difficult  to  answer.  Underlying  it  are  the  further  questions 
whether  one  broad  explanation  can  be  found  to  apply  to  all  cases  of  tissue 
hyperplasia ;  and  whether  cell  growth  in  general,  under  physiological  as 
under  pathological  conditions,  is  due  to  increased  nutrition,  or  to  stimu- 
lation of  the  cells,  to  increased  physiological  activity  of  the  same,  or  to 
removal  of  pressure  and  other  conditions  preventing  growth,  or  to  a  com- 
bination of  all,  or  nearly  all  of  these.  This  last  question  at  present 
remains  unanswered.  In  the  examples  before  us  of  hyperplasia  following 
passive  congestion,  one  possible  factor,  that  of  removal  of  pressure  from 
the  cells,  is  absent ;  and  we  are  narrowed  down,  I  think,  to  two  of  the 
possible  factors  named  above — relatively  increased  nutrition,  and  stimu- 
lation liy  effete  matters.  If  it  were  shown  that  there  are  states  in 
which  stimulation  or  irritation  by  effete  matters  plays  no  part  in  the  over- 
growth of  new  connective  tissue,  then  we  could,  I  think,  safely  declare 
that  forms  of  fibrous  hyperplasia  exist  which  cannot  come  inider  the 
heading  of  inflammatory  fibrosis,  and  that  the  fibrosis  of  passive  con- 
gestion may  be  included  among  them. 

Now  such  conditions  do  exist.  That  increased  nutrition  alone  can  lead 
to  hypertrophy  of  the  tissues  was  established  long  ago  by  Hunter's  classical 
experiment  of  transplanting  the  cock's  spur  on  to  the  cock's  comb, — 
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moving  it  from  a  slightly  vascular  to  a  richly  vascular  region.  In  the 
ensuing  overgrowth  there  can  here  be  no  question  of  irritation  by  any- 
thing beyond  the  normal  blood.  ^  And  passing  from  the  general  to  the 
particular,  we  have  evidence  that  thei'e  is  such  a  condition  as  fibrous 
hyperplasia  due,  as  it  would  seem,  to  increased  nutrition  unassociated 
with  the  presence  of  toxines  or  other  cellular  irritants.  In  his  wonder- 
fully painstaking  series  of  observations  upon  arterial  changes,  Thomas 
has  adduced  two  cases  which  he  describes,  no  doubt,  as  examples 
of  endarteritis,  but  in  which  the  inflammation  is  not  apparent, 
nor  indeed  any  factor  other  than  altered  tension  of  the  arterial 
walls  leading  to  altered  conditions  of  nutrition.  He  shows  that 
immediately  after  birth  there  is  developed  a  thickening  of  the  intima 
— a  connective  tissue  proliferation  immediately  below  the  endothelium 
— of  that  portion  of  the  aorta  lying  between  the  ductus  Botalli  and 
the  passing  off  of  the  umbilical  arteries.  During  later  foetal  life  the 
umbilical  arteries  are  the  largest  branches  of  the  aorta ;  and,  when  the 
circulation  through  them  is  arrested,  the  aorta  above  is  too  large  for 
the  amount  of  blood  requisite  for  the  abdominal  viscera  and  the  lower 
extremities.  The  arterial  current  becomes  therefore  relatively  slowed, 
and  presumably,  judging  by  the  analogy  of  what  occurs  in  the  adult 
when  large  branches  of  the  aorta  are  ligatured,  the  aortic  blood-pressure 
is  for  a  time  raised.  With  this  slowing  and  increased  pressure  there 
appears  a  compensatory  overgrowth  of  the  intima  leading  to  contraction  of 
the  A^essel  and  its  lumen.  Generally  speaking,  when  the  area  of 
distribution  of  an  artery  is  diminished,  as,  for  example,  when  a 
limb  is  amputated,  the  artery  shows  a  similar  proliferation  of  the 
intima.  In  both  cases  the  blood  remains  healthy,  and  the  intima 
has  undergone  no  injury ;  the  only  recognisable  change  has  been  a 
slowing  of  the  blood-stream,  and  probably  increased  blood-pressure ; 
and  as  the  intima  is  nourished,  not  through  the  vasa  vasorum,  but 
directly  from  the  main  arterial  fluid,  it  would  appear  that  Avith  the 
slowing  an  increased  nutrition  is  brought  into  action.  I  can  see  no  satis- 
factory reason  for  calling  either  of  these  cases  an  endarteritis.  It  is  quite 
possible  that  other  cases  of  thickening  of  the  intima  are  due,  not  to  irrita- 
tion, but  to  increased  nutrition  brought  about  by  heightened  arterial 
tension.  The  difficulty  urged  by  Councilman  that  high  arterial  pressure 
does  not  invariably  lead  to  overgrowth  of  the  intima  is  not,  in  my 
opinion,  insuperable.  It  must  suffice  if  here  I  point  out  that  it  is  more 
than  probable  that  certain  cases  of  endarteritis  are  in  no  sense  of  inflam- 
matory origin,  or  secondary  to  degenerative  changes  ;  but  are  primarily 
associated  with  nutritional  changes.  In  this  connection  it  was  shown 
by  Prof.  Roy  and  myself  that  when  the  aorta  of  the  dog  is  suddenly 
and  greatly  constricted,  and  as  a  consequence  the  pressure  in  the 

■'■  I  here  leave  out  of  account  a  factor  which  may  be  important,  hut  about  ■which  we  know 
practically  nothing — namely,  the  effect  of  altered  innervation.  I  am  forced  to  assume,  per- 
haps wrongfully,  that,  as  this  factor  plays  a  like  part  in  all  the  cases  under  consideration,  it 
may  for  present  purposes  be  disregarded. 
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proximal  portion  of  the  vessel  greatly  increased,  the  plasma  of  the 
blood  is  forced  into  the  cusps  of  the  aortic  valves,  and  vesicles  of  lymph 
make  their  appearance  on  the  under  surface  in  that  region  where  fibroid 
thickening  is  most  frequent  in  cases  of  chronic  high  arterial  j^ressure. 

Thus,  to  express  briefly  the  distinction  that  I  would  draw  between 
inflammatory  and  non-inflammatory  fibrous  hyperplasia,  I  would  say  that 
where  local  injurij  leads  to  increased  nutrition  of  the  connective  tissue, 
with  increased  functional  activity  of  the  cells,  the  ensuing  fibrous  hyper- 
plasia is  to  be  regarded  as  of  inflammatory  origin  ;  where,  on  the  other 
hand,  local  injury  is  not  recognisable  as  the  primary  cause  of  the  cell 
growth,  the  hyperplasia  must  be  held  to  be  non-inflammatory.  In  passive 
congestion,  obstructed  lymph -flow,  and  increased  nutrition  consecjuent 
upon  arterial  change,  as  in  the  cases  cited  above,  we  can  so  far  see 
no  cause  for-  the  fibrous  hyperplasia  beyond  altered  conditions  of 
nutrition  ;  there  has  been  no  primary  lesion  in  the  aff"ected  regions  inducing 
the  reaction.    Such  cases  must  be  considered  as  non-inflammatory. 

But  while  I  lay  down  this  distinction,  I  must  impress  upon  the 
reader  that  the  last  word  has  by  no  means  been  said  upon  this  matter, 
and  that  further  research  may  cause  a  radical  reconsti'uction  of  our 
opinions. 


Forms  of  Fibrous  Hyperplasia 


A.  Of  Infimninatory  Origin. 


Localised 


1.  Cicatricial. 

2.  Perivisceral. 

3.  Capsular. 

4.  Replacement — 

Gross  (of  infarcts,  etc. ) 

Fine  (dystrophic  sclerosis,  etc. ) 


(  5.  Cirrhotic,  associated  with  parenchymatous 
Generalised-  inflammation,  interstitial  and  lymphan- 

l  gitic. 


B.  Of  Kon-Iiiflammatory  Origin. 

1.  Hyperplasia  of  increased  (arterial)  nutrition. 

2.  ,,         of  venous  congestion. 

3.  ,,         of  lymphatic  obstruction. 

C.  Neoplastic. 

Fibromata. 


Upon  the  Increased  Temperature  of  Inflamed  Areas 

Very  little  has  of  late  been  added  to  our  knowledge  in  this  division 
of  our  subject :  what  is  to  be  said  appears  now  to  1)e  so  Avell  established 
that  I  need  do  little  more  than  state  the  main  conclusions.  The  long 
controversy  that  raged  before  these  conclusions  v/ere  fully  accepted,  and 
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John  Hunter's  original  views  shown  to  be  in  the  main  correct,  scarcely 
comes  within  the  scope  of  this  article. 

1.  The  temperature  of  superficial  regions  is  raised,  it  may  be  several 
degrees  above  the  normal,  by  the  onset  of  inflammatory  hyperajmia. 

2.  The  temperature  of  internal  organs  when  inflamed  may  be  raised 
above  the  normal,  but  undergoes  no  material  increase  beyond  that  of 
other  unaffected  internal  organs  tested  at  the  same  time. 

3.  The  rise  above  the  normal,  which  is  often  present,  is  an  indication 
of  the  febrile  state  accompanying  the  inflammation,  and  not  of  locally 
increased  heat  production. 

4.  The  increased  temperature  of  superficial  areas  when  inflamed  is 
due,  not  to  the  production  of  heat  in  the  part,  but  to  the  increased 
quantity  of  blood  passing  through  it.  When  the  congestion  is  so  great 
that  stasis  ensues  there  may  })e  actual  decrease  in  the  temperature  of  the 
part. 

5.  The  maintenance  of  high  external  temperature  may  exert  a 
favoiu-able  eff"ect  upon  the  duration  and  progress  of  specific  inflammation. 
Thus  Filehne  has  recently  shown  that  the  course  of  experimental  erysi- 
pelas in  rabbits  is  more  rapid  and  more  benign  when  they  are  kept  at  a 
high  temperature  than  at  a  low.  We  possess  no  clear  evidence  that  this 
is  due  to  the  unfavourable  eff'ect  of  the  heightened  temperature  on  the 
growth  of  the  microbes.  Pasteur's  well-known  experiments  upon  the 
production  of  anthrax  in  fowls  (ordinarily  insusceptible  to  this  disease) 
by  lowering  their  temperature  can  be  explained  on  other  grounds.  We 
have  abundant  evidence  that  heightened  temperature  promotes  vascular 
dilation :  the  experiment  of  Filehne  may  therefore  supply  a  further 
demonstration  of  the  favourable  effects  of  dilation  of  the  vessels  and 
hypersemia  in  the  inffammatory  process. 

6.  Low  external  temperature,  or  the  application  of  cold  to  the  surface, 
contracts  the  vessels  :  hence,  upon  the  lines  of  what  has  already  been 
said,  it  would  appear  that 

(a)  It  is  calculated  to  diminish  the  amount  of  exudation, 
(/j)  It  is  calculated  in  consequence  to  diminish  the  pain  associated 
with  inflammation. 

(c)  It  has  no  directly  good  eff'ect  upon  inffammation  due  to  the 

presence  and  growth  of  pathogenetic  micro-oi'ganisms,  but  may 
have  the  reverse  effect  of  preventing  the  fullest  reaction  on  the 
part  of  the  organism. 

(d)  Where  the  irritant  does  not  itself  grow  and  multiply,  or  present 

cumulative  action,  there  the  application  of  cold  may  not  only 
be  of  no  harm,  but  of  positive  advantage,  by  lessening  the  in- 
flammatory reaction  and  preventing  this,  where  extensive,  from 
being  itself  a  cause  of  further  injury  to  surrounding  tissues. 
The  increase  of  systemic  heat  will  be  considered  in  the  article  on 
Fever. 
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PAET  III.— ON  THE  VARIOUS  FORMS  OF  INFLAMMATION 
Chapter  1. — Classification 

The  minute  ch;inges  which  characterise  the  process  as  it  affects  one 
or  other  organ,  and  the  various  specific  forms  of  inflammation,  will  l^e 
fully  described  in  special  articles.  I  have  only  to  indicate  more  general 
causes  and  main  varieties.  To  give  a  complete  classification  is  impossible 
unless  each  separate  tissue  be  taken  in  order,  for  each  tissue  presents 
peculiarities  either  in  liability  to  inflammation,  or  in  the  course  assumed  by 
the  process.  Even  to  attempt  a  classification  in  broad  outline  is  beset  with 
difficulties,  for  the  inflammatory  manifestation  varies,  not  according  to  one 
or  two  sei'ies  of  causes,  but  according  to  four  at  least ;  the  permutations  are 
thus  so  numerous,  and  the  appearances  so  varied,  that  to  give  an  adequate 
scheme  of  classification  would  require  a  diagram  in  four  dimensions. 
These  four  causes  of  variation  are — 

A.  Nature  of  tissue  affected.  B.  Position  of  tissue  affected.  C.  In- 
tensity of  irritation,  or  more  correctly  ratio  between  resistant  powers  of 
the  organism  and  intensity  of  the  irritant.    D.  Nature  of  irritant. 

A.  Nature  of  Tissue  affected, — As  I  have  already  shown  in  the 
first  portion  of  this  article,  there  is  in  the  earlier  stages  of  the  process 
a  difference  in  the  reaction  of  "\'ascular  and  non-vascular  tissues,  the  one 
series  exhibiting  marked  congestion  and  vascular  disturbance,  the  other 
not.  At  a  later  stage,  or  in  more  chronic  irritation,  as  new  vessels  invade 
the  non-vascular  areas,  the  changes  in  the  two  series  do  no  doubt  appi'oxi- 
mate  ;  but  in  the  earlier  stages  we  may  distinguish  between  an  ordinary 
inflammation  and  "  inflammatio  sine  inflammatione." 

The  relative  denseness  and  compactness  of  the  tissues  also  introduce 
characteristic  alterations  :  a  dense  tissue,  such  as  bone,  does  not  show  the 
signs  of  reaction  to  injury  to  nearly  the  same  extent  as  does  a  loose 
tissue — such  as  the  omentum,  for  example — thus,  in  the  former  there 
may  be  a  process  almost  as  atypical  as  in  non-vascular  areas.  The  rigid 
fi'amework  of  a  tissue  like  l^one  prevents  great  vascular  dilatation  and 
exudation,  but  at  the  same  time  may  ))e  the  seat  of  great  pain  due  to 
pressure  of  the  confined  exudate  upon  the  nerve -endings.  The  loose 
connective  tissue  of  a  structure  like  the  omentum,  on  the  other  hand, 
permits  great  exudation  with  little  or  no  pain. 

The  influence  of  structure  is  well  seen  in  comparing  the  course  of  in- 
flammation affecting  cutaneous,  mucous  and  sei'ous  sOTfaces  respectively. 
Where  we  have  to  deal  with  cutaneous  surfaces,  or  surfaces  formed  of 
squamous  epithelium,  there  the  increased  exudation,  and  the  resistance 
offered  by  the  layers  of  flattened  cells  to  the  free  exit  of  the  exuded 
fluid,  lead  towards  the  formation  of  vesicles  or  blisters.  In  the  case 
of  serous  surfaces,  which  form  the  walls  of  a  moist  cavity,  the  irritant, 
affecting  primarily  but  one  portion  of  the  surface,  is  very  likely  to  be 
borne  into  the  cavity  with  the  exudate  and  to  set  up  an  inflammation 
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extending  over  a  very  large  portion  of  the  surface.  Mucous  and  cutaneous 
SOTfaces,  which  are  not  thus  the  boundaries  of  cavities,  exhibit  a  more 
marked  disposition  to  the  production  of  localised  inflammation  and  of 
ulcers ;  the  superficial  layers  indeed  of  a  well-formed  epithelium  or 
mucous  membrane,  by  the  protective  powers  of  their  cells,  form  a  defence 
against  irritation  from  without :  thus  the  superficial  exudate  from  a 
region  of  local  inflammation  cannot  easily  produce  a  superficial  extension 
of  the  process. 

Not  only  the  nature  of  the  tissues,  but  their  function  also,  profoundly 
affect  the  character  of  the  inflammatory  manifestation.  Thus,  excretory 
organs,  by  the  very  nature  of  their  function,  during  the  attempt  to 
remove  noxious  substances  from  the  system,  are  especially  liable  to 
generalised  parenchymatous  inflammations, — the  irritation  not  being  local, 
l)ut  afi'ecting  at  the  same  time  all  the  cells  whose  part  it  is  to  take  ujd  and 
excrete  the  irritant  bodies. 

B.  The  Position  of  Tissues. — It  is  difficult  to  consider  the  position  and 
relationship  of  tissues  as  they  affect  the  inflammatoiy  manifestations, 
without  continually  touching  upon  their  structure.  Nevertheless,  the 
two,  though  very  closely  connected,  do  not  go  hand  in  hand. 

A  familiar  instance  of  modification  in  form  brought  about  by  position 
is  to  be  seen  in  the  result  of  suppurative  inflammation — in  the  develop- 
ment of  ulcerous  conditions  when  the  process  aff'ects  free  surfaces,  of 
abscesses  when  it  attacks  deeper  tissues.  The  process  in  the  two  cases  is 
virtually  the  same  :  there  is  the  same  abundant  determination  of  leuco- 
cytes, the  same  degeneration  of  them  into  pus.  Yet,  apart  from  the 
gross  difference  in  form,  there  are  minor  differences  between  the  two. 
There  is,  for  instance,  I'elatively  much  more  serous  exudation  from  the 
free  surface  of  an  ulcer  than  there  is  into  and  around  an  abscess.  As 
a  general  rule,  inflamed  tissues  near  a  free  sui'face  are  the  seat  of 
more  abundant  exudation.  Of  this  liability  for  free  surfaces  to  be  the 
seat  of  serous  inflammation  I  have  already  spoken.  The  skin,  with  its 
thick  dermal  layer,  affords  a  good  example  :  when  the  full  suppurative  stage 
is  not  reached,  inflammation  affecting  the  outermost  layers  of  the  derma 
is  most  often  of  a  vesicular  or  ojdematous  character ;  when  it  affects  the 
deeper  layers  of  the  derma  the  serous  infiltration  is  less  evident. 

Yet  another  example  of  the  influence  of  position  in  modifying  form  is 
seen  in  enteric  fever.  In  this  malady,  the  lymphoid  tissue  forming  the 
Peyer's  patches  becomes  the  seat  of  excessive  cellular  infiltration  and 
proliferation,  undergoes  necrosis,  and  is  cast  off,  leaving  the  well-known 
ulcers.  The  lymphoid  tissue  of  the  neighbouring  mesenteiic  gland  like- 
wise undergoes  great  infiltration  and  enlargement,  but  necrosis  rarely 
implicates  the  whole  of  a  gland :  notwithstanding  the  previous  extensive 
inflammation,  the  glands  commonly  recover  their  normal  appearance 
and  size. 

Beyond  this  there  are  few  broad  principles  to  be  laid  down  concerning 
the  relationship  between  forms  of  inflammation  and  position  that  do  not 
essentially  depend  upon  the  structure  and  functions  of  the  tissues.  Much 
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can  be  said  concerning  the  intimate  connection  between  position  and 
liability  to  inflammation  ;  but  this  and  the  allied  and  most  important 
sul)ject  of  the  protectiv  e  mechanisms  of  sundry  tissues  against  injury  are 
away  from  our  present  point. 

C.  The  Relative  Intensity  of  the  Irritant  is  a  more  frequent  and 
potent  cause  of  variation.  I  have  already  in  several  places  referred  to 
the  ratio  between  the  resistant  powers  of  cells  and  the  intensity  or 
virulence  of  the  irritant  as  it  affects  the  inflammatory  process,  and  have 
shown  how  much  that  was  previously  vague  has  been  made  clear  by 
bacteriological  research  ;  while,  at  the  same  time,  it  has  brought  home 
the  truth  that  the  various  forms  of  inflammation  merge  insensibly  one 
into  the  other. 

Broadly  speaking,  it  may  be  stated,  as  a  result  of  these  studies, 
that,  cceteris  paribus,  increased  virulence  of  any  given  microbe  or 
diminished  power  of  resistance  on  the  part  of  the  organism  or  of  the 
tissues,  leads  to  corresponding  alterations  in  the  phenomena  of  inflamma- 
tion at  the  region  of  inoculation  ;  and  vice  versa. 

Thus,  if  a  pathogenetic  microbe,  such  as  that  of  anthrax  or  erysipelas, 
l)e  greatly  attenuated,  the  effects  of  inoculation  into  the  subcutaneous 
tissues  may  be  scarcely  recognisable.  If  the  attenuation  be  not  so  extreme, 
some  hypersemia,  a  determination  of  leucocytes,  and,  relatively,  very 
little  exudation,  will  be  seen  ;  and  in  the  course  of  a  day  or  two  all 
traces  of  inflammation  may  have  disappeared.  With  slightly  more 
virulent  microbes  the  migration  of  leucocytes  may  be  followed  by  their 
breaking  down  and  consequent  abscess  formation ;  with  further  increase 
of  intensity  of  action  the  migration  of  leucocytes  may  be  wanting, 
while  the  exudation  extends  and  the  inflammation  rapidly  spreads  and 
leads  to  a  septicfemia.  A  like  series  of  changes  is  observable  if  the 
strength  of  virus  be  constant  and  animals  more  and  more  susceptible 
(or  less  and  less  refractory)  be  inoculated. 

The  variation  in  tuljercular  lesions,  from  isolated  dense  fibroid  masses 
to  loosely-formed  cell  accumulations  and  diff'use  tubercular  inflammation, 
is  evidently  explical)le  on  this  law.  The  law  holds  good  also,  not 
merely  for  bacterial  products,  but  for  other  irritants  also.  The  eff'ect  of 
croton  oil  varies  with  the  strength  of  the  solution  applied ;  and,  as  shown 
by  Samuel,  according  to  the  condition  of  the  animal.  The  same  is  true 
of  abrin  and  other  vegetable  extracts. 

Turning  to  physical  irritants,  while  here  the  intensity  of  the  irritant 
alone  or  almost  alone  is  called  into  play,  luimerous  examples  can  be 
given  of  the  effects  of  variation  in  this  one  respect  upon  the  inflammatory 
manifestation  —  effects  of  cold,  for  instance,  varying  from  chilblain 
thi-ough  inflammatory  oedema  to  gangrene  ;  of  heat  varying  from 
hyperajmia  through  vesicular  inflammation  to  complete  destruction  of 
tissue ;  and,  again,  effects  of  caustic  substances.  In  this  era  of  aseptic 
surgery  we  may  forget  what  Avas  well  known  to  the  last  generation  of 
surgeons,  that  caustic  substances  may  be  employed  either  to  originate  a 
benign  and  reparative  inflammation  (as  in  the  case  of  indolent  ulcers) ; 
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or,  in  larger  quantities  or  greater  intensity,  to  bring  a1)out  a  state  in 
which  the  death  of  the  tissue  elements  is  far  in  excess  of  the  subsequent 
repair.  Thus  then,  according  to  the  above-mentioned  ratio,  inflammation 
in  a  tissue  may  vary  by  insensiljle  gradations  from  a  mere  hyperemia  up 
to  a  spreading  suppurative  or  gangrenous  process ;  and  from  a  pui'ely 
local  manifestation  to  the  development  of  what  may  be  termed  an 
inflammation  of  the  whole  organism. 

D.  The  Nature  of  the  Irritant. — It  is  clear,  then,  that  it  is  impos- 
sible to  base  a  classification  upon  the  nature  of  the  irritant :  the 
attempt  to  mark  off  sharply  the  inflammations  caused  by  mechanical 
and  chemical  noxje  from  those  produced  by  bacteria  and  their  products 
must  be  given  up.  Hiiter's  proposition  that  suppiu'ation  can  only  be 
induced  by  microbes  has  been  repeatedly  shown  to  be  erroneous.  Thanks 
more  especially  to  the  researches  of  Councilman,  Leber,  Grawitz  and  de 
Bary  and  Straus  (many  more  names  might  be  mentioned  in  this 
connection),  we  now  know  that  many  chemical  substances  are  capable 
of  causing  pus  formation.^  Among  these  may  l)e  mentioned  turpen- 
tine, croton  oil,  mercury,  copper  and  silver  nitrate.  On  the  other 
hand,  although  this  pyogenetic  property  is  not  confined  to  microbes  and 
their  products,  yet  among  microbes  it  is  not  the  common  property  of  all. 
Some,  like  the  bacillus  of  tetanus,  never  in  themselves  induce  pus  forma- 
tion :  others,  like  the  bacillus  of  tuberculosis,  lead  characteristically  to 
tissue  growth  and  the  formation  of  inflammatory  neoplasms  rather  than 
to  pus  formation.  Even  among  those  which,  like  the  micrococci,  are 
highly  pyogenetic,  the  formation  of  abscesses  only  occurs  when  there  is  a 
definite  relationship  between  the  virulence  of  the  microbe  and  the  resist- 
ance of  the  organism.  The  reverse  is  equally  true,  that  numerous 
microbes,  not  specially  pyogenetic,  produce  pus  under  peculiar  conditions. 
Thus,  the  l)acillus  of  enteric  fever,  when  it  multiplies  in  the  middle  ear, 
induces  a  suppui'ative  otitis,  and,  as  Dr.  C.  F.  Martin  has  shown,  it  is 
further  capable  of  originating  a  suppurative  arthritis. 

In  fact,  under  varying  conditions  the  same  microbe  can  induce  very 
various  forms  of  inflammation.  Thus,  Charrin  has  shown  that  the  B. 
pyocyaneus  and  its  products  are  capable  of  inducing  in  one  organ — the 
kidney — pathological  conditions  so  diverse  as  acute,  chronic,  parenchy- 
matous, interstitial  and  thrombotic  nephritis,  with,  in  addition,  cyst  forma- 
tion and  amyloid  degeneration.^  This  same  microbe  can  induce  acute 
suppuration  in  the  anterior  chamber  of  the  eye ;  and  when  inoculated 
into  the  blood  cause  a  haemorrhagic  inflammation  of  the  serous  surfaces. 
Hence  we  can  proceed  further  and  state  that  no  strict  classification  of 
inflammation  can  be  made  according  to  the  natuie  of  the  bacterial 

While  this  is  so,  it  must  be  borne  in  niiud  that  under  ordinary  conditions  these  sub- 
stances very  rarely  act  upon  the  organism  in  a  state  of  sufficient  concentration  to  be  pyogenic. 
Thus,  while  it  is  impossible  to  make  a  sharp  line  of  demarcation  between  bacterial  and 
chemical  irritants,  it  holds  true  in  the  main  for  man  that  suppurative  disease  is  an  indi- 
cation of  the  presence  and  growth  of  microbes. 

"  These  changes  are  comparable  with  the  diverse  conditions  of  the  kidney  in  the  liuman 
being  brought  about  by  the  scarlatinal  virus. 


VOL.  I 


K 


13° 


SYSTEM  OF  MEDICINE 


irritants  :  it  is,  however,  possible  to  make  a  general  grouping  of  those 
affecting  man,  as  follows  : — 

(i.)  Micro-organisms  characteristically  leading  to  pus  and  abscess 
formation — Staphylococci  and  streptococcus  pyogenes,  B.  anthracis. 

(ii.)  Those  leading  to  abundant  exudation  with  necrosis — B.  of  malig- 
nant ffidema. 

(iii.)  Those  leading  to  cellular  infiltration  without  usually  causing 
abscess  formation — B.  typhi  abdominalis,  M.  gonorrhoeae,  B.  diphtherise, 
etc. 

(iv.)  Those  inducing  characteristically  the  development  of  inflamma- 
tory neoplasms- — B.  tuberculosis,  B.  pseudo- tuberculosis,  B.  mallei, 
Actinomyces,  Aspergillus  fumigatus. 

Similarly,  chemical  substances  may  roughly  be  grouped  into — 
((f)  Substances  causing  so  slight  an  irritation  when  introduced  into 
the  oi'ganism  as  to  induce  cellular  overgrowth  only  in  their  immediate 
neighl)ourhood — such  as  bland  foreign  bodies,  bullets,  etc. ;  inhaled 
particles  of  coal,  stone,  iron,  and  the  like,  conveyed  into  the  pulmonary 
lymphatics. 

{h)  Substances  leading  to  vesicular  inflammation,  for  example,  blistering 
agents,  such  as  cantharides.  (This  result,  however,  depends  more  upon  the 
position  than  the  nature  of  irritant.) 

(c)  Substances  leading  to  cell  necrosis,  followed  by  the  formation  of 
granulation  tissue — caustic  agents. 

((/)  Suljstances  leading  to  cell  necrosis  and  suppuration,  such  as 
copper,  mercury,  mineral  acids,  etc.  (a  very  rare  result  in  man). 

These  lists,  from  the  considerations  given  above,  are  necessarily  un- 
satisfactory and  imperfect. 

Other  Considerations. — Among  other  factors  varying  the  inflamma- 
tory process  may  l)e  mentioned  the  duration  of  the  action  of  the  irritant, 
which  of  necessity  must  modify  the  extent  of  the  manifestations  of  dis- 
turbance in  the  tissues.  A  simple  aseptic  incision,  for  example,  leads  to 
a  much  milder  and  slighter  series  of  changes  than  do  the  prolonged 
presence  and  growth  of  the  tubercle  bacillus.  Yet  while  at  first  it  might 
appear  an  easy  matter  to  name  case  after  case  where  the  irritant  has  but 
a  momentary  action,  ujDon  further  consideration  it  is  found  that,  in  the 
majority  of  cases  of  purely  mechanical  injury,  this  is  not  the  case ;  or,  to 
express  the  matter  more  exactly,  in  the  case  of  physical  injuries,  it  is  not 
the  act  of  wounding  that  causes  the  inflammation,  but  the  damage 
inflicted  upon  the  cells  of  the  tissues ;  as,  to  a  very  large  extent,  inflam- 
mation is  set  up  by  the  products  of  the  injured  and  destroyed  cells.  A 
bone  may  be  suddenly  broken,  and  nevertheless,  even  under  the  most 
favourable  circumstances,  pain,  swelling,  and  congestion  may  aflect  the 
region  of  fi'actui-e  for  several  days.  One  or  other  region  of  the  body  may 
be  rapidly  frozen :  the  inflammation  does  not  manifest  itself  till  after 
the  physical  agent  has  ceased  to  act,  l)ut  it  continues  for  hours,  and 
even  for  days. 

There  are,  moreo\er,  physical  irritants  of  another  nature  producing 
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definitely  chronic  inflammation ;  I  refer  to  foreign  bodies  which  have 
gained  an  entrance  into  the  system.  These  if  bland  in  themselves  may 
nevertheless  cause  irritation.  A  good  example  of  the  extensive  inflam- 
mation which  such  bodies  may  set  up  is  seen  in  the  dense  fibrous  inter- 
stitial tubei'cular  masses  developed  in  the  lungs  of  stone-masons  around 
fine  silicious  particles  carried  into  the  lymphatics  from  the  alveoli. 

From  such  examples  it  will  be  evident  that  no  satisfactory  distinctions 
between  bacterial  irritants  on  the  one  hand,  and  physical  irritants  on 
the  other,  can  be  founded  on  the  duration  of  irritation.  This  factor 
plays  no  easily  recognised  part  in  determining  the  various  forms  of  in- 
flammation, and  consequently  I  have  forborne  to  place  it  in  the  list  at 
the  beginning  of  this  chapter. 

In  thus  passing  rapidly  over  the  influence  of  each  of  the  four  main 
causes  of  variation  I  have  of  necessity  excluded  sundry  forms  of  in- 
flammation due  to  the  combined  action  of  two  or  more.  There  are,  for 
instance,  such  well-marked  forms  as  the  catarrhal  and  croupous,  due  to 
the  interaction  of  all  four  factors  :  embolic  inflammation  and  lymphan- 
gitis have  also  been  passed  over ;  these,  howeA'er,  are  not  so  much  forms 
of  inflammation  as  inflammatory  processes  occurring  in  special  regions  as 
a  result  of  special  methods  of  conveyance  of  the  irritants. 

The  factors  then  are  so  many,  and  their  interaction  so  varied,  that 
anything  approaching  to  an  orderly  classification  is  hopeless.  What  I  have 
here  written  must  l^e  regai'ded,  not  as  an  attempt  to  formulate  such  a 
classification,  but  as  an  attempt  to  indicate  briefly  how  the  nature  and 
position  of  the  tissues  and  the  nature  and  intensity  of  the  irritant  bring 
about  modifications  in  the  process  of  inflammation. 

Chapter  2. — On  Systemic  Changes  consequent  upon 
Inflammation 

The  results  of  an  acute  local  inflammatory  process  are  not  confined  tO' 
the  immediate  locality,  but  associated  alterations  in  the  system  at  large 
have  long  been  recognised ;  yet  while  recognised  these  systemic  changes 
have  been  but  little  studied  :  I  cannot  pass  the  matter  over  in  silence,  but 
my  setting  forth  of  it  must  necessarily  be  very  brief  and  imperfect. 

I  cannot  here  say  more  upon  the  efl'ect  of  local  irritation  on  the 
nervous  system  than  that,  apart  from  direct  reflex  action  leading  to 
changes  of  nervous  origin  in  the  region  of  injury  and  the  reflexes 
affecting  associated  regions,  the  higher  centres,  and  through  them  the 
system  at  large,  may  become  affected  by  paths  that  it  is  not  always  easy 
to  trace. 

The  disturbances  of  the  nervous  system  which  accompany  local  injury 
can  be  but  vaguely  and  indefinitely  described.  As  regards  the  secondary 
effects,  the  recent  most  suggestive  work  of  Prof.  Eoy  and  Dr.  Cobbett 
upon  Shock  [ude  art.  on  "  Shock  "  in  a  later  volume]  indicates  that  there 
is  here  a  rich  field  for  yet  further  research.  Of  the  changes  in  the  general 
circulation,  and  more  especially  in  the  circulating  blood,  thanks  to  the 
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observations  of  Von  Limbeck,  Kieder,  Lowitz,  and  Sherrington,  we  are 
in  possession  of  more  exact  knowledge.  On  acute  local  inflammation 
of  some  extent  the  circulating  blood  becomes  inspissated ;  liy  exudation 
it  loses  some  of  its  plasma,  while  the  more  solid  constituents — the  red 
corpuscles — do  not  escape.  The  amount  of  fluid  lost  to  the  circulation 
is  not  equalised  by  increased  entrance  of  lymph  into  the  circulation  :  in 
one  experiment  of  Prof.  Sherrington  the  blood  remained  apoplasmic  (that 
is,  its  specific  gravity  remained  heightened)  for  more  than  sixty  hours  after 
the  infliction  of  injury.  This  apoplasmia  or  diminution  in  the  relative 
amount  of  plasma  in  the  blood  appears  to  depend  in  some  measure  upon 
the  extent  of  the  vascular  area  involved  in  the  inflammation  ;  for  example, 
Sherrington  shows  that  when  both  feet  are  involved,  by  plunging  the  limbs 
in  water  of  52°  C,  the  apoplasmia  is  more  severe  than  in  experiments 
affecting  one  foot  only.  Another  well-marked  change  in  the  blood  concerns 
the  leucocytes.  As  suspected  by  Lowitz  and  proved  by  Sherrington,  there 
is,  in  some  forms  of  inflammation  at  least,  a  primary  diminution  in  the 
number  of  leucocytes  per  unit  volume  of  blood  (leucocytopenia),  followed 
by  a  marked  inci'ease  in  the  number  of  leucocytes  in  the  blood  (leuco- 
cytosis).  The  number  of  leucocytes  was  in  some  instances  increased 
sevenfold.  In  the  leucocytopenia  of  inflammation,  the  diminution  is 
chiefly  confined  to  the  finely  granular  leucocytes — the  finely  granular 
oxyphile  cells  of  Kanthack  and  Hardy.  These  observations  of  Sherrington 
are  confirmed  by  the  observations  of  Everard,  Demoor,  and  Massart. 

Whether  the  diminution  be  due  to  disintegration,  or  to  collection  in 
some  area  of  the  circulation,  is  not  yet  determined.  The  leucocytosis 
may  become  obvious  within  an  hour  after  the  establishment  of  a  local 
lesion ;  and  it  may  be  jjrolonged  for  several  days,  even  in  cases  where  the 
injury  has  been  of  a  mechanical  nature.  Here,  again,  according  to  most 
observers,  it  is  chiefly  the  polynuclear  or  finely  granular  oxyphile  cells 
which  increase  in  numbers.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  coincidently 
the  coarsely  granular  eosinophile  cells  appear  to  undergo  great  diminu- 
tion. I  can  do  no  more  than  point  out  the  existence  of  those  blood 
changes,  and  father  that  changes  in  the  number  of  leucocytes  in  the 
blood  are  certainly  not  accounted  for  by  the  number  passing  from  the 
blood  into  the  inflamed  area.  It  would  seem  that  local  inflammation 
in  some  way  brings  about  an  over-stimulation  of  lymph-glands,  whereby 
an  increased  number  of  leucocytes  are  poured  into  the  blood ;  or  it  may 
initiate  increased  proliferation  of  the  leucocytes  already  in  the  circulation  ; 
but  how  one  or  other  of  these  effects  is  produced  is  at  present  luiknown. 
Certainly  the  direct  introduction  of  the  products  of  bacterial  growth 
into  the  circulating  blood  may  lead  to  a  more  or  less  pronounced  and 
rapid  diminution  of  the  number  of  leucocytes  in  the  blood,  and  this 
diminution,  as  shown  by  Lowitz,  may  be  preliminary  to  a  subsequent 
increase. 

The  further  important  general  disturbance  associated  -with  local  injury, 
more  especially  when  of  bacterial  origin,  namely,  the  occurrence  of  fever, 
will  be  described  in  another  article.    Bacteriological  studies  lead  to  the 
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conclusion  that  traumatic  fever,  at  any  rate,  is  largely  due  to  the  diftusiori 
in  the  blood-stream  of  soluble  bacterial  products,  and  of  the  products  of 
tissue  destruction  derived  from  the  inflammatory  focus. 

Chapter  3. — Conclusion 

In  studying  thus  the  reactions  of  the  organism  to  injury,  we 
are  impressed  Ijy  the  multifariousness  of  natural  processes ;  the  end 
may  l)e  attained,  not  in  one  way  only,  but  in  many.  "  It  is  not  by 
cells  of  one  order  alone — by  phagocytes — or  by  leucocytes  in  general 
and  only  leucocytes,  or  merely  by  the  reaction  on  the  part  of  the 
fixed  cells  of  the  tissue,  or  by  vascular  changes  alone,  or  by  altered  tempera- 
ture, or  solely  by  the  chemical  and  mechanical  action  of  the  exudate  that 
repair  is  effected.  All  means  are  employed  to  antagonise  the  irritant  and 
to  effect  healing.  The  cells  of  the  body,  fixed  and  free,  play  their  part ; 
the  nei'vous  system  aids  the  process  ;  the  bodily  humours  render  efficient 
help  ;  modifications  in  the  vessel  walls  and  blood-stream  are  valual^le 
auxiliaries.  Diverse  processes  are  employed,  now  one  more  particularly, 
now  another,  according  to  the  needs  of  the  moment,  but  none  exclusively." 

The  time  has  come  when,  example  after  example  having  clearly  indi- 
cated the  meaning  and  the  tendency  of  that  response,  we  may  securely 
acknowledge  the  tendency,  and  see  in  inflammation  not  merely  the  re- 
sponse to  injury,  but  the  attempt  to  repair  injury.  To  object  that  a 
definition  containing  this  statement  is  teleological  is  absurd  in  the  face  of 
fact  after  fact  that  can  be  interpreted  on  this  assumption  only.  What  is 
the  development  of  cicatricial  tissue  but  an  attempt  at  repair  %  What 
other  meaning  can  be  ascribed  to  the  increased  bactericidal  power  of  the 
inflammatory  exudate  as  compared  with  that  of  ordinary  lymph  and 
blood  serum  %  Why  do  leucocytes  accumulate  in  a  region  of  injury  ? 
Why  do  some  of  them  incorporate  bacteria  and  irritant  particles,  and 
others  bring  about  the  destruction  of  these  without  necessarily  ingesting- 
them  %  All  these  are  means  whereby  irritants  are  antagonised  or  removed, 
and  reparation  and  return  to  the  normal  sought  after. 

It  must  be  kept  in  mind  that  attempt  to  repair  may  be  far  from 
repair.  Indeed,  we  frequently  find  that  the  reaction  to  injury  is  dispro- 
portionate to  the  strength  of  the  irritant,  being  either  insuflScient  or  ex- 
cessive. The  exudation  may  possess  but  slight  bactericidal  powers,  or 
may  be  poured  out  in  such  quantities  that  the  microbic  irritant,  instead 
of  being  retained  in  the  region  of  injury,  is  conveyed  outside  that  region  ; 
the  wandering  cells,  instead  of  destroying,  may  undergo  destruction  ;  they 
may  incorporate  bacteria,  but  not  be  able  to  annihilate  them ;  the  fixed 
cells  may  either  form  an  incomplete  cicatrix,  or  continue  to  proliferate  '\\\ 
excess.  The  means  of  defence  on  the  part  of  the  organism  are  not  so 
much  a  preparation  in  advance  as  an  inheritance  or  an  acquirement — 
either  a  transmission  from  those  forms  which,  being  possessed  of  the  most 
highly  developed  means  of  defence,  have  survived  while  forms  with  fewer 
resources  have  been  destroyed  ;  or,  on  the  other  hand,  an  accession  derived 
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from  previous  successful  resistance :  not  being  a  preparation  in  advance,  the 
reaction  to  injury  is  not  exactly  proportionate  to  any  and  every  irritant. 

But  the  mere  statement  that  inflammation  is  an  attempt  to  repair 
injury,  or  that  it  is  the  response  thereto,  is  insufficient  as  a  defini- 
tion, for  thereby  the  general  disturbances  which  may  accompany  the 
changes  occurring  at  the  seat  of  lesion  are  included ;  these,  however,  may 
be  excluded  without  seriously  affecting  our  conception  of  the  process,  in 
fact  with  positive  advantage  to  a  clear  comprehension  of  the  distinction 
between  inflammation  and  fever.  And,  further,  if  what  I  have  urged  in 
the  chapter  upon  the  part  played  by  the  nervous  system  be  correct, 
account  must  be  taken  of  the  fact  that  the  leading  phenomena  associated 
with  the  inflammatory  process  may  occasionally  present  themselves  solely 
under  the  direction  of  perverted  nerve  action,  and  apart  from  actual  local 
injury. 

Hence  I  am  inclined  to  consider  that  we  can  now  pass  Ijeyond  the 
conception  of  the  process  with  which  I  began  this  article,  and  cannot 
merely  regard  it  as  a  succession  of  changes  in  a  part  constituting  the  re- 
action to  injury,  but  can  Avith  propriety  acknowledge  the  purpose  of  that 
succession.  From  these  considerations  I  am  led  to  define  inflammation 
us  the,  series  of  changes  constituting  the  local  manifestation  of  the  attempt  at 
repair  of  actual  or  referred  injury  to  a  part,  or,  briefly,  as  the  local  attempt  at 
repair  of  actual  or  referred  injury. 

So  diverse  are  the  opinions  of  pathologists  upon  many  branches  of 
this  subject  of  inflammation,  and  so  great  is  the  amount  of  recent  research 
that  I  can  neither  hope  that  all  the  conclusions  here  set  down  will  gain 
iicceptance,  nor  that  in  these  pages,  inevitably  condensed  as  they  are,  I 
have  succeeded  in  recognising  and  duly  acknowledging  all  work  of  primary 
importance.  It  is  possible  also  that,  having  been  imavoidably  jDrevented 
of  late  from  seeing  and  discussing  with  others  the  results  they  have  ob- 
tained, I  may  in  some  cases  have  viewed  facts  in  a  wrong  perspective. 
In  the  rapid  progress  of  our  science,  much,  it  may  be,  that  is  here  set 
forth  will  be  modified.  Nevertheless  I  hold  that  the  conception  of  the 
inflammatory  process  indicated  in  this  article  is  that  which  embraces  the 
largest  number  of  like  phenomena,  and  excludes  most  satisfactorily  those 
which  if  associated  are  unessential ;  and  that  it  is  by  the  study  of  cellular 
pathology  in  its  strictest  sense  that  the  surest  advance  has  lieen  and  is 
to  be  made  in  our  knowledge  of  this  the  dominating  process  in  disease. 

John  George  Adami. 
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THE  DOCTRINE  OF  FEVER 

This  essay  is  divided  into  two  parts.  In  the  first,  which  is  intro- 
ductory, the  subject  is  treated  in  the  order  of  time.  Beginning  with 
Virchow  an  account  is  given  of  his  doctrine  of  Fever ;  then  follow  the 
doctrines  of  his  most  distinguished  contemporaries  and  successors  in  the 
field  of  Pathology — Traube,  Liebermeister,  Senator,  Leyden,  Cohnheim. 
The  second  part,  entitled  "  Recent  Researches,"  relates  to  the  years 
which  have  elapsed  since  Cohnheim's  death  in  1874.  The  aspects  of 
each  branch  of  the  subject  of  Fever  are  dealt  with  under  the  following- 
heads  : — Disorder  of  Nutrition,  Thermogenesis,  Pyrexia,  Cerebral  Heat- 
Centres,  Antipyretics,  .Etiology. 

In  a  concluding  section  I  have  endeavoured  to  set  forth  that  ^  iew  of 
the  nature  of  Fever  which,  in  my  judgment,  harmonises  liest  with  ovxr 
present  knowledge  of  the  subject. 

Part  I. — Historical  Retrospect,  1850-1883 

Of  the  scientific  conceptions  relating  to  the  origin  and  nature  of 
diseases,  out  of  which  the  science  of  pathology,  as  we  now  understand  it, 
was  built  about  fifty  years  ago  by  Virchow  and  his  immediate  prede- 
cessors, none  were  more  fundamental  than  those  relating  to  fever  and 
inflammation.  These  conceptions  were  so  entirely  unconnected  with 
the  theories  which  had  previously  been  taught  vuider  the  name  of 
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General  Pathology  that,  in  tracing  the  development  of  our  present 
knowledge,  no  ad\antage  would  l)e  gained  in  going  farther  Ijack  in 
our  retrospect  than  the  middle  of  the  present  century. 

Johaiuies  Miiller — whose  teaching  was  the  spring  of  the  great  move- 
ment in  all  matters  relating  to  the  nature  of  disease,  of  which  Virchow 
was  the  exponent — had  compared  fever  to  a  reflex  process  of  which  the 
phenomena  were  the  response  to  stimulation  of  the  spinal  cord  by  means 
of  "  organic  nerves."  About  the  same  time  the  discovery  by  E.  H. 
Wel)er  of  the  inhibitory  nerve  of  the  heart  had  suggested  new  ideas 
as  to  the  way  in  which  the  central  nervous  system  governs  the  cir- 
culation. He  had  shown  that  this  influence  is  exercised,  so  far  as  the 
heart  is  concerned,  by  two  channels  of  which  the  actions  are  antagonistic, 
that  of  the  one  exciting,  that  of  the  other  quelling.  As  regards  the  blood- 
vessels, constricting  or  tonic  nerves  had  been  discovered,  l)ut  it  remained 
for  Schifl'  to  find  out  that  there  are  also  nerves  which  control  vascular 
tone. 

Out  of  the  principle  of  antagonism  which  the  discovery  of  Weber 
involves,  there  developed  in  the  fertile  mind  of  Virchow  the  notion  (he 
declined  to  call  it  a  theory)  ^  of  fever  as  a  neurosis,  which  was  expressed 
in  his  treatise  on  Pathology  published  in  1853.  Students  of  pathology 
were  taught  hy  him  for  the  first  time  that  fever  was  not  an  over-activity, 
but  a  paralytic  state  ;  that  its  excesses — the  over-action  of  the  heart,  the 
"  tension  of  the  whole  vascular  system,"  "  the  abnormal  production  of 
heat " — were  the  expression  of  failure  of  control,  of  weakness  rather  than 
strength.  But  of  the  way  in  which  this  control  was  exercised,  or  how  it 
failed,  he  coidd  at  that  time  give  no  explanation ;  he  contented  himself 
with  suggesting  that  the  "  moderating  centres "  could  infiuence  not 
merely  the  heart  and  blood-vessels,  but  also  the  ^'  Stoffiuechsel,"  what  we 
now  call  metabolism.  According  to  Virchow,  the  nervous  system  in 
fever  loses  its  control  over  all  the  organic  processes,  and  in  this  the 
essence  of  the  febrile  state  consists. 

In  1855  Traube  (1)  made  the  discovery  that  in  fever  the  elimination  of 
nitrogen  is  increased.-  The  fact  seemed  to  indicate  that  if  fever  be  a 
neurosis,  there  must  either  be  "  trophic  nerves  "  by  which  the  chemical 
processes  of  the  organism  can  be  controlled — for  how  else  could  an 
affection  of  the  ner^•ous  system  bring  about  tissue  disintegi'ation  ? — or  we 
must  suppose,  as  did  Dr.  Parkes,  that  the  cause  of  fever,  the  catalytic 
agent  of  which  Virchow  wrote,  directly  attacks  the  tissues.  Traube's 
explanation,  however,  differed  from  l)oth  of  these,  for  he  thought  that 
the  admitted  increase  of  disintegration  of  alliuminous  compoiuids  was 
secondary  to  the  distiu'bance  of  the  circulation.  Of  the  nature  of  this 
disturbance  he  framed  a  theory  which,  whether  true  or  not,  exercised  a 
greater  influence  than  any  other  on  the  progress  of  investigation.    It  may 

'  ■•  Das  Alles  ist  ^ewiss  selir  wenig  und  geniigt  audi  nicht  anniihernd  uni  eiiio  Theorie 
darauf  zu  baueu." — Virchow,  Handb.  der  Pathol,  p.  36. 

'■^  It  is  uotewortliy  that  the  jiapei-  in  which  this  discovery  was  made  known  is  one  of 
three  pages. 
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be  shortly  stated  as  follows  : — Traube,  like  Virchow,  assumes  the  exist- 
ence of  a  fever-producing  agent,  but  holds  that  its  action  is  exercised, 
not  on  inhibitory,  but  on  tonic  vaso-motor  nerves  ;  that  the  first  physio- 
logical result  of  this  influence  is  contraction  of  the  peripheral  arteiioles, 
and  consequently  a  rapidly  diminished  flow  of  blood  to  the  surface ;  the 
temperature  of  the  skin  declines,  and  a  I'apid  rise  of  internal  temperature 
follows.  To  the  increase  of  the  difference  Ijetween  the  external  and 
internal  temperatures  he  attributes  the  rigor  of  accession.  The  decline 
of  temperature  is  due  to  nothing  more  than  the  cessation  of  the  ^'ascular 
spasm.  So  hard  and  fast  a  statement  of  what  happens  in  fever  was 
found  difficult  to  accept ;  and  it  soon  appeared  that  it  was  not  in  accord- 
ance with  observation.  In  the  initial  stage  its  utility  as  a  "  working 
hypothesis "  consisted  in  this,  that  it  gaA^e  prominence  to  the  influence 
of  the  nervous  system  on  the  liljeration  of  heat  at  the  surface,  and  to  the 
adjustments  by  which  this  liberation  is  adapted  to  the  requirements  of 
the  organism ;  thus  investigation  was  guided  in  a  direction  which  the 
event  has  proved  to  be  the  right  one. 

Liebermeister  Avas  the  first  pathologist  who  attempted  to  investi- 
gate fever  calorimetrically,  the  outcome  of  his  work  being  firstly  to 
demonstrate  that  even  when  the  surface  loss  is  entirely  annulled  by 
raising  the  temperature  of  the  environment  to  such  a  point  that  no  heat 
is  parted  with,  the  increase  of  bodily  temperature  is  not  so  rapid  as  in 
the  initial  stage  of  many  fevers ;  and  that,  consequently,  the  latter  could 
not  be  explained  on  Traube's  principle ;  secondly,  to  give  prominence  to 
two  doctrines  of  his  own,  which  for  a  long  time  were  very  generally 
accepted.  Liebermeister's  doctrines  were — (1)  that  in  fever,  as  in  health, 
constancy  of  temperature  is  ensured  by  the  adaptation  of  production  to 
discharge,  not  of  discharge  to  production,  as  Traube  taught ;  and  (2) 
that  in  fever  bodily  temperature  is  regulated  in  the  same  way  as  in 
health,  with  this  difference  that  the  norma  has  become  several  degrees 
higher.  In  fever  the  organism,  according  to  Liebermeister,  strives  not 
towards  the  temperature  98'6°  F.,  but  towards  104°  or  106°,  as  the  case 
may  be.  Liebermeister's  inference  from  his  experiments,  that  arrest  of 
surface  loss  is  inadequate  to  produce  pyrexia,  will  not,  as  we  shall  see, 
bear  experimental  criticism.  To  the  theory  stated  above  much  greater 
interest  attaches,  because  if  illogical  in  form,  it  conceals  an  important 
truth.  An  abnormal  norma  may  be  a  contradiction  in  terms,  but  the 
fact  that  the  bodily  temperature  in  continued  fever  approaches  a  certain 
limit  which  it  does  not  tend  to  exceed,  is  one  which  will  not  be  dis- 
puted. ^  Its  meaning,  however,  will  be  more  advantageously  discussed  in 
a  subsequent  paragraph. 

1  There  are  many  distinguished  patliologists  who  still  hold  to  Liebermeister's  doctrine 
that  in  fever  the  temperature  is  adjusted  to  a  new  norma.  The  facts  which  seem  to  support 
it  may  be  exemplified  in  the  following  experiment  : — 

It  is  possible  either  to  raise  or  to  depress  the  temperature  of  a  healthy  person  by 
gradually  cooling  or  warming  the  water  of  a  warm  bath  in  which  he  is  placed.  If  by  this 
means  you  depress  the  temperature  of  his  body  as  much  as  \  degree  F.  he  shivers,  if  you 
raise  it  to  the  same  amount  he  perspires.    Eepeating  the  exi^eriment  on  a  fever  patient  you 
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At  this  point  the  subject  was  taken  up  by  Senator,  the  most 
successful,  if  not  the  ablest,  of  all  the  investigators  of  fever.  We  have 
seen  that  although  Traube  and  Liebermeister  differed  very  widely  in 
their  views,  they  agreed  with  Virchow  in  regarding  fever  as  a  disorder  of 
that  function  of  the  nervous  system  by  which  constancy  of  temperature 
is  maintained — the  function  of  thermotaxis.  Traube,  being  both  a 
physiologist  and  a  physician,  was  guided  by  the  application  of  physio- 
logical infei'ences  to  clinical  facts,  Licljermeister  very  largely  hy  oljserva- 
tions  relating  to  the  treatment  of  fever  by  the  tepid  bath.  Both 
recognised  regulating  centres,  but  as  regards  the  way  in  which  they 
act  their  views  were  antagonistic ;  the  one  relied  on  vaso-motor  nerves, 
the  other  on  the  control  of  heat-producing  chemical  processes  by  the 
nervous  system.  To  Senator  it  appeared  that  the  time  had  come  for 
investigating  the  sid:)ject  from  all  sides,  experimental  and  clinical.  Fever 
comprehends  vascular,  thermal,  and  metabolic  phenomena,  and  no  in- 
vestigation seemed  likely  to  be  of  value  unless  all  three  Avere  dealt 
with. 

In  the  laboratory.  Senator  compares  for  the  first  time  the  discharge 
of  heat  of  animals  in  which  fever  had  been  produced  artificially,  with  the 
previous  heat  loss  of  the  same  animal  and  with  the  heat  loss  after  re- 
covery, employing,  at  the  same  time,  the  best  methods  then  available 
for  measuring  the  I'espiratory  Exchange  and  the  elimination  of  nitrogen. 
One  of  the  most  noteworthy  results  was  that,  while  the  nitrogenous 
waste  was  considerably  increased,  there  was  no  increase  whatever  of  the 
consumption  of  fat,  and  no  evidence  of  any  greater  increase  of  the 
I'espiratory  exchange  than  could  fairly  be  atti'ibuted  to  the  existence 
in  fever  of  conditions  more  favourable  to  the  discharge  of  carbonic  acid 
gas. 

As  I'egards  the  discharge  of  heat,  measured  calorimetrically  by  a 
method  far  more  accurate  than  that  of  Liebermeister,  the  results  were 
negative.  In  the  initial  stage  the  surface  heat  loss  appeared  to  be 
diminished,  but  it  could  be  ascertained  that  this  diminution  was  compen- 
sated later.  In  respect  of  the  discharge  of  nitrogen.  Senator's  clinical 
observations  confirmed  and  extended  what  had  previously  been  observed, 
and  showed  in  this  respect  a  complete  correspondence  between  natural 
and  artificial  fever.  He  estimated  the  rate  of  elimination  of  nitrogen  in 
many  instances  to  be  more  than  doubled,  that  is,  to  be  increased  in  a  degree 
out  of  all  proportion  to  any  increase  which  could  be  supposed  to  take 
place  in  the  rate  of  heat  production. 

At  the  time  that  Senatoi-  published  his  Researches  on  the  Process  of 
Fever  (1873),  Leyden  was  engaged  in  clinical  investigations  of  the  same 
subject  (4),  with  i-esults  which  differed  from  Senator's  in  some  points  of 
importance.     The  absence  in  animals  of  any  marked  increase  of  the 

obtain  a  .similar  result,  with  this  difl'ereuce,  that  if  the  temperature  is  say  104°  F.,  he  shivers 
at  103  "7"  and  perspires  at  104  "3°  ;  whereas  the  healthy  person,  whose  normal  temperature  is 
98 '8°,  shivers  at  98"3°  and  sweats  at  99  "2°.  The  explanation  is  that  it  is  the  change  of 
temjierature  that  produces  the  reaction,  and  the  direction  which  determines  its  character — 
shivering  if  it  is  descending,  sweating  if  it  is  ascending. 
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respiratoiy  discharge  of  water  and  carbon  dioxide  had  led  Senator  to 
conclude  that  in  fever  the  only  essential  change  in  metabolism  relates  to 
the  increased  disintegration  of  jjroteid.  On  this  point,  however,  Senator 
was  for  the  most  part  guided  by  experiments  on  animals.  Leyden, 
therefore,  directed  his  eflbrts  to  ascertain  the  condition  of  the  resj^iratory 
exchange  and  thermogenesis  in  man.  Considering  that  in  continued 
fever  there  is  no  obvious  indication  of  increased  thermolysis,  it  was 
desirable  to  test  this  by  more  exact  observation.  For  this  pux'pose  he 
employed  a  method  of  calorimetry  which  can  be  used  clinically  without 
inconvenience  to  the  patient.  Enclosing  a  limb  in  a  cylindrical  calori- 
metrical  chamber,  he  estimated  the  loss  of  heat  by  escape  of  water, 
evaporation  and  radiation  of  the  limlj  in  relation  to  the  surface,  and 
calculated  therefrom  the  whole  surface-loss  of  the  body,  with  the  result 
that  in  fever,  even  when  there  is  no  visible  perspiration,  the  thermolysis 
may  be  40  per  cent  greater  than  in  health.  Having  arrived  at  this 
result  by  clinical  observation  he  had  recourse  to  experiment  (5),  in  the 
hope  of  confirming  it  by  investigating  the  respiratory  exchange  in 
animals.  The  result  was  that  in  all  cases  the  rise  of  temperature  was 
accompanied  by  a  corresponding  increase  of  the  discharge  of  carbon 
dioxide,  the  amount  and  duration  of  which  was  such  as  to  preclude  the 
possibility  of  attributing  it  to  the  greater  activity  of  the  respiratory 
movements.  Shortly  after  the  completion  of  these  observations  a  series 
of  experiments  were  made  under  Pfliiger's  direction  (6),  in  which  both 
the  oxygen  intake  and  the  output  of  carbon  dioxide  in  normal  and 
fevered  animals  were  compared.  These  led  the  great  physiologist  to 
incline  to  Liebermeister's  view,  that  normal  regulation  consists  in  the 
adaptation  of  production  to  discharge,  and  that  increased  production  is 
an  essential  element  of  fever. 

By  way  of  conclusion  to  this  retrospect  I  propose  to  state  summarily 
how  the  question  of  fever  presented  itself  to  the  two  pathologists  most 
competent  to  discuss  it, — Senator  and  Cohnheim. 

Cohnheim,  like  Pfliiger,  in  the  Lecture  on  Fever  which  concludes  the 
second  volume  of  his  General  Pathology,  sums  up  in  favour  of  the  doctrine 
that  the  nervous  system  presides' over  thermogenesis  no  less  directly  than 
over  thermolysis.  He  accordingly  seeks  for  evidence  of  inci'eased  pro- 
duction of  heat  throughout  the  whole  febiile  process. 

In  the  initial  stage,  particularly  when  the  rise  of  temperature  is  rapid, 
he  admits  that  the  cutaneous  circulation  is  restricted,  but  not  that  this 
restriction  is  the  cause  of  the  rise.  The  sensation  of  chill  is  due  to  the 
suddenness  of  the  diminution  of  temperature  at  the  surface  :  M^hen  the 
change  occurs  gradually,  it  is  absent.  It  is  succeeded,  in  the  fastigium, 
by  a  feeling  of  warmth  which  means  that  the  constricted  vessels  relax. 
He  leaves  undecided  whether  this  is  due  to  the  intervention  of  inhibitory 
nerves  or  not,  but  emphasises  the  fact,  as  e^udence  of  vaso-motor  disturb- 
ance, that  the  more  favourable  state  of  the  cutaneous  circulation  which 
characterises  the  beginning  of  the  fastigium  is  liable  to  interruption  by  the 


144 


SYSTEM  OF  MEDICINE 


recurrence  of  chills,  in  which  the  skin  becomes  dry  and  the  temperature 
tends  to  rise.  The  critical  sweating  is  of  course  regaixled  l)y  Cohnheim 
as  a  sign  of  increased  flow  of  blood  to  the  surface,  which  he  does  not 
hesitate  to  attribute  to  the  influence  of  dilating  nerves.  Of  cutaneous 
nerves  of  secretion  little  was  known  at  the  time  when  he  wrote. 

The  remarkable  fact  that  in  fever  the  diurnal  range  of  variation  is 
much  greater  than  in  health,  Cohnheim  attributes  rather  to  fluctuations 
in  thermogenesis  than  to  changes  in  the  circulation.  This  view  seems 
to  him  supported  by  the  consideration  that  in  relapsing  fe\"er  the  efficient 
cause  of  pyrexia  is  plainly  the  presence  of  spirilla  in  the  blood,  and  that 
these  would  influence  thermogenesis  rather  than  surface  loss.  Had  he 
known  hoAv  close  is  the  relation  between  the  successive  stages  of  ague  and 
the  life  history  of  the  organism  which  causes  it,  he  would  have  been  con- 
firmed in  his  conclusion  that  in  periodical  fevers  the  periodicity  is  a 
function  of  the  cause,  not  of  the  disease. 

In  common  with  Virchow  and  all  modern  pathologists.  Senator  I'egai'ds 
fever  as  a  disorder  of  temperature  regulation,  but  for  him  the  term 
regulation  connotes  "regulation  by  the  cutaneous  circulation."  It  is 
thermolysis,  not  thermogenesis,  that  is  in  the  first  instance  disordered. 
This  disorder  is  most  marked  in  the  initial  stage,  but  exists  in  the  fasti- 
gium,  declining  towards  its  close.  Its  presence  manifests  itself  in  dry- 
ness of  the  skin  and  maintenance  of  the  high  temperature,  but  of  these 
two  neither  is  caused  by  the  other  ;  both  are  directly  dependent  on  the 
nervous  system. 

Finally,  Senator  regards  the  relation  between  the  constituents  of  fever 
as  a  loose  one  :  he  believes  there  is  no  absolute  inter-dependence  of  the 
disorder  of  nutrition  and  the  pyrexia.  The  only  invariable  causal  rela- 
tion is  that  which  subsists  between  pyrexia  and  disorder  of  the  cutaneous 
cii'culation. 


Part  II. — Recent  Researches 

1.  The  Disorder  of  Nutrition  in  Fever.- — («)  The,  Beapimtory  Ex- 
change.— When,  after  a  pause  of  several  years,  the  investigation  of  the 
febrile  exchange  of  material  was  resumed  both  from  the  clinical  and  the 
experimental  side,  the  new  methods  for  measuring  the  noi'mal  exchange 
which  had  in  the  meantime  been  devised,  and  the  discoveries  they  had 
I'endered  possible,  afforded  to  the  pathologist  advantages  which  he  did  not 
before  possess.  With  reference  to  the  gaseous  exchange  particularly,  the 
apparatus  devised  by  Professor  Zuntz  had  rendered  it  possible  to  measure 
the  oxygen  intake  and  the  discharge  of  carbon  dioxide  in  man  for  very 
short  as  well  as  for  longer  periods,  with  an  accuracy  which  had  before 
been  attainable  only  in  investigations  on  small  animals ;  and  hy  this 
means  very  important  new  information  had  been  obtained  as  to  the 
respiratory  exchange  in  man,  particularly  by  Lehmann  and  Zuntz's  expei'i- 
ments  on  the  fasting  men  Cetti  and  Breithaupt.    It  was  luider  these 
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conditions  that  Dr.  F.  Kraus,  using  the  same  apparatus  and  method, 
entered  on  his  investigation  of  the  respiratory  process  in  human  fever. 
His  aim  was  to  obtain  data  relating  to  the  febrile  exchange  of  gases  in 
such  form  that  the  rate  of  discharge  of  carbon  dioxide  and  that  of  the 
oxygen  intake  should  be  determined  at  short  intervals,  and  that,  in  order 
to  secure  constancy  and  uniformity  as  regards  the  state  of  nutrition  of 
the  patient,  each  period  of  observation  in  fever  should  begin  at  a  sufficient 
interval  of  time  (sixteen  hours)  after  the  last  meal,  and  be  repeated  in 
convalescence.  The  general  result  of  this  inquiry  was  that  in  all  cases  of 
acute  fever  there  is  increase  of  respiratory  activity  (that  is,  greater  frequency 
and  depth  of  respirations),  and  that,  whenever  this  is  the  case,  the  actual 
intake  of  oxygen  is  increased,  but  that  when  the  febrile  state  is  pro- 
longed this  effect  soon  subsides,  notwithstanding  the  continued  abnormal 
elimination  of  nitrogen.    It  was  further  found  that  in  man,  as  in  animals. 


the  respiration  quotient  (  — ~  j  remained  unaltered.     As  regaixls  the 


degi'ee  of  augmentation  of  both  factors,  the  results  were  in  satisfactory 
accordance  with  those  yielded  observations  on  artificial  fever.  They 
were  further  confirmed  by  a  subsequent  series  of  observations  on  the 
febrile  state  induced  in  tuberculous  patients  by  the  use  of  tuberculin. 
The  observations  of  Dr.  Loewy  in  the  Charit6  and  Moabit  Hospitals 
at  Berlin  were  made  in  the  same  way,  with  pei'haps  even  greater  exacti- 
tude, and  particularly  with  more  careful  attention  to  the  state  of  the 
patient  and  the  stage  of  the  disease.  The  results  differed  in  some  respects 
from  those  of  Kraus,  but  the  differences  were  of  little  moment.  Thus  it 
was  found  that  although  there  was  usually  augmentation  of  the  oxygen 
intake  with  or  without  increase,  depth,  or  frequency  of  respiration,  this 
was  only  observed  when  the  temperature  was  actually  rising ;  so  that  Dr. 
Loewy  was  led  to  regard  this  effect  as  a  character  of  the  initial  stage,  and 
to  associate  it  with  the  shivei'ing  of  the  skeletal  muscles  and  the  increased 
tone  of  the  vascular  muscles  which  are  the  concomitants  of  this  stage. 

In  many  cases  the  respiratory  quotient  remained  the  same  ;  but  in 
others  there  was  a  diminution,  Avhich  might  have  been  regarded  as  a  con- 
sequence of  the  febrile  state  had  not  the  general  principle  which  serves  as 
the  pathologist's  guide  in  all  investigations  relating  to  febrile  metabolism 
been  attended  to,  namely,  that  the  comparison  of  the  pathological  state 
with  the  normal,  as  a  guide  to  the  correct  interpretation  of  the  results, 
can  only  be  relied  upon  Avhen  care  is  taken  to  compare  data  relating 
to  the  same  individual  at  different  times  ;  or,  if  this  cannot  be  done,  to 
make  the  comparison  between  normal  and  fevered  individuals  in  the 
same  physiological  conditions  as  regards  nutrition.  The  exact  observa- 
tions already  mentioned  by  Lehmann  and  Zuntz  (9)  as  to  the  two  fasting- 
men  afforded  the  information.  By  comparing  Loewy's  results  with  theirs, 
it  is  seen  that  the  diminution  of  the  respiratory  quotient  which  he  observed 
in  his  fever  cases  was  normal  for  a  person  on  fever  diet. 

The  general  result  is  that  in  man  the  respiratory  exchange  is  not 
materially  altered  in  fever  either  in  quantity  or  quality,  and  that  when  it 
VOL.  I  L 
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is  increased  the  increase  is  not  to  be  regarded  as  an  essential  character  of 
the  febrile  state,  but  rather  as  an  effect  of  some  aljnormal  form  of  muscular 
activity.  Comparing  this  statement  with  the  experimental  results  ob- 
tained by  Lieljermeister,  which  led  him  to  believe  that  in  the  initial  stage 
the  respiratory  exchange  was  often  doubled  or  trebled,  the  reader  will  at 
once  see  that  the  key  to  the  apparent  discrepancy  is  to  be  found  in 
oxidation  processes  which  are  associated  with  muscular  contraction,  but 
have  only  a  secondary  connection  with  fever. 

(b)  The  Disdiarge  of  Nitrogen. — The  fact  that  the  rate  of  discharge  of 
nitrogen  by  the  kidneys  in  fevei'  is  equal  to  or  even  greater  than  that 
which  prevails  in  health,  notwithstanding  that  the  intake  of  nitrogen  is 
reduced  to  a  minimum,  has  been  long  familiar  to  pathological  students. 
First  discovered  and  made  known  l)y  Traube  (10)  in  1855,  it  was  in- 
vestigated clinically  by  Ringer  in  1859,  experimentally  by  Naunyn 
(1870),  Senator,  and  many  others.  It  has  also  been  long  known  that 
on  the  whole  the  elimination  of  niti'Ogen  runs  with  the  temperatui'e 
(Huppert,  1866)  (12)  ;  that  the  daily  discharge  is  often  more  than  double 
what  it  would  be  in  a  healthy  person  on  fever  diet  ;  that  although  the 
increase  of  nitrogen  elimination  begins,  as  was  observed  by  Einger, 
before  the  temperature  rises,  the  rate  of  elimination  is  greatest,  not 
during  the  initial  stage,  1)ut  at  an  early  period  in  the  fastigium,  and 
finally  that  defervescence  is  often  followed  by  an  epicritical  increase. 

The  discharge  of  nitrogen  affords  much  plainer  indications  in  fever 
than  the  respiratory  exchange  ;  it  unquestionably  denotes  that  proteid 
material  is  being  disintegrated  ;  and  the  rate  at  which  this  takes  place 
can  be  easily  estimated  from  that  of  the  discharge  of  nitrogen.  The 
fevered,  like  the  starved  organism  maintains  itself  on  its  OAvn  proteid 
and  fat.  It  discharges  nitrogen  by  the  kidneys,  carbon  chiefly  by 
respiration.  Modern  methods  of  research  enable  us  to  determine  the 
rate  of  both  discharges  with  exactitude,  and  thereby  to  ascertain  how 
much  proteid  and  how  much  fat  the  organism  uses  per  hour  or  day 
for  its  maintenance.  Such  in^-estigations  are  required,  not  for  the  pui- 
pose  of  confirming  the  well-established  observation  that  in  fever  disin- 
tegration of  proteid  is  increased,  but  with  a  view  to  the  much  moi'e 
difiicult  question  whether  the  febrUe  disorder  of  metabolism  is  of  the 
same  nature  as  that  which  occurs  in  inanition,  and  is  dependent  on  the 
inability  of  the  individual  to  take  nourishment,  or  is  partly  or  wholly  the 
result  of  some  change  in  the  living  substance  of  such  a  nature  as  to  I'endei' 
it  more  prone  to  disintegration.  As  already  indicated,  the  only  way  to 
answer  this  question  is  by  comjiaring  the  exchange  of  the  fevered  indi- 
vidual with  that  of  the  normal  man  who  abstains  from  food,  or  of  the 
animal  which  is  deprived  of  it.  In  animals  the  comparison  can  ])e  made 
with  a  degree  of  exactitude  which  cannot  be  approached  in  man.  The 
method  to  be  followed,  therefore,  consists  in  first  ascertaining  Avith  pre- 
cision what  happens  in  artificial  fever,  and  then  using  the  data  so  obtained 
as  a  basis  for  our  oljservations  on  man.  And  it  is  impoi'tant  to  notice 
that  in  relation  to  a  question  like  the  present,  the  common  objection  that 
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the  processes  of  nutrition  in  a  small  rodent  cannot  be  applied  to  man  does 
not  hold.  If  our  object  were  to  obtain  data  for  a  general  view  of  the 
whole  process  of  nutrition  in  man,  those  furnished  hj  observations  on 
the  rabbit,  for  example,  would  be  inadequate.  But  the  question  now 
before  us  is  much  more  elementary.  If  it  can  be  shown  that  fever  can 
be  produced  in  the  rabbit,  and  that  it  is  accompanied  by  a  disintegration 
of  proteid  which  is  obviously  of  the  same  nature  as  that  which  we  observe 
in  man,  we  are  justified  in  using  the  precise  knowledge  which  the  experi- 
mental method  affords  us,  as  a  key  to  the  interpretation  of  clinical  oljser- 
vations  made  under  circumstances  less  favourable  to  perfect  accuracy.  As 
regards  the  rabbit  it  has  been  fm-ther,  and  with  much  more  reason, 
objected  that  its  nutritive  process  is  subject  to  irregularities  which  it  is 
difficult  to  account  for,  and  which  unfit  it  for  observations  the  value  of 
which  depends  on  the  constancy  of  the  observed  phenomena.  But  even 
this  objection  admits  of  an  answer ;  for  it  has  been  found  that,  in  animals 
deprived  of  food,  a  condition  is  very  soon  reached  in  which  the  discharge 
of  nitrogen  becomes  constant.  This  constancy  obviously  denotes  that  the 
nitrogenous  material  derived  from  the  food  last  taken  has  been  used  up. 

In  inanition,  where,  as  has  been  said,  the  organism  feeds  upon  itself, 
the  ordinary  process  of  life  is  so  modified  that  tissue  no  longer  maintains 
its  integrity.  It  wastes,  and  by  wasting  supplies  the  material  for  the 
maintenance  of  systemic  life.  In  the  rabbit  this  waste  is  sufficiently 
constant  for  the  purposes  of  investigation.  Thus  Dr.  May,  in  his  recent 
research  on  the  exchange  of  material  in  fever,  found  that  in  eight  rabbits 
on  the  third  and  fourth  day  of  inanition,  the  daily  discharge  of  nitrogen 
was  (with  little  variation)  0'055  per  cent  of  the  body  weight :  it  could 
be  assumed,  therefore,  with  certainty  that  when,  by  inducing  fever,  this 
amount  was  increased — for  example,  to  0"066  per  cent — this  increase  was 
due  to  exaggeration  of  the  normal  elimination  of  nitrogen.  That  in  fever, 
as  in  inanition  without  fever,  the  increased  discharge  of  nitrogen  represents 
disintegration  of  tissue  can  scarcely  be  doubted ;  but  the  immediate  cause 
of  this  disintegration  admits  of  discussion.  In  the  absence  of  disease,  if 
I  may  so  express  myself,  the  tissues  of  the  starved  body  yield  to  necessity. 
Sugar,  derived  from  the  digestion  of  amylaceous  food,  being  no  longer 
available  for  the  maintenance  of  respiration,  proteid  goes  to  meet  the 
inexorable  requirements  of  the  organism.  In  fever  there  is  no  prima  facie 
reason  for  supposing  that  a  new  process  is  brought  into  existence,  or  that 
the  state  of  things  is  not  the  same  as  in  inanition.  But  the  question 
cannot  fail  to  suggest  itself  whether  in  fever  the  organised  material  is  more 
labile  than  it  is  in  health,  that  is,  that  the  direct  injury  which  it  receives 
from  the  fever-producing  cause  (the  nature  of  which  will  be  discussed 
later)  renders  it  less  able  to  resist  the  demand  of  the  organism.  The 
grounds  for  this  very  generally  accepted  assumption  are  as  regards  the 
initial  stage  of  fever  not  very  substantial.  Eventually  the  living  material 
of  the  body  no  doubt  suffers  from  the  continuance  of  high  temperature 
and  defective  nutrition ;  but  there  is  no  reason  for  supposing  that  this 
damage  is  the  precursor  of  the  general  disorder.    In  favour  of  the  opposite 
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view — namely,  that  the  disintegration  is  essentially  dystrophic — there  ai'e 
several  arguments.  If  the  proteid  disintegration  of  fever  were  of  a 
different  nature  from  that  of  inanition,  we  should  expect  that  the  products 
would  be  different.  It  has  indeed  been  suggested  that  the  presence  of 
acetone  in  the  urine  in  febrile  diseases  indicates  that  is  so ;  but  the 
investigation  of  the  cases  of  voluntary  starvation  (Cetti  and  Breithaupt) 
by  Lehmann  and  Zuntz  have  shown  that  acetonmia  belongs  as  much  to 
inanition  as  to  fever.  We  know  also  that  this  condition  is  an  accompani- 
ment of  many  wasting  diseases  (particularly  cancer)  in  which  fever  is 
absent.  Another  reason  for  the  same  view  is  that  in  fever  the  nitrogenous 
waste  can  be  diminished  by  a  suitable  diet.  In  fever  glycogen  disappeais 
from  the  liver,  and  cannot  be  replaced  by  the  administration  of  amylaceous 
food:  this  obviously  means  that  the  supply  of  carbohydrate  in  the  organism 
is  exhausted  early,  and  that  in  consequence  the  organism  begins  almost  at 
once  to  feed  on  itself.  This  consideration  led  Dr.  May  to  make  experi- 
ments for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  in  his  fasting  rabbits  the 
extra  consumption  of  proteid  could  be  pi'evented  by  the  administration  of 
grape  sugar,  that  is,  of  a  carbohydrate  ready  for  immediate  metabolism. 
In  an  inanition  without  fever  the  diminution  of  nitrogenous  waste  was 
immediate,  and  amounted  to  25  per  cent.  In  feA'er  it  was  about  the  same, 
showing  that  the  febrile  waste  may,  in  the  first  instance,  be  entirely 
dystrophic.  It  is  a  question  for  clinical  observation  whether  in  the 
human  subject  good  might  not  be  done  by  following  out  the  same 
principle. 

2.  Production  of  Heat  (Thermogenesis).— To  some  readers  it  may 
appeal-  superfluous  to  inquire  whether  thermogenesis  is  increased  in  fever  ; 
for  it  might  seem  to  follow  fi'om  the  increased  temperature  of  the  body 
that  more  heat  is  produced.  A  moment's  consideration  will,  however,  con- 
vince any  one  who  is  willing  to  take  the  trouble  to  reflect,  that  constancy 
of  temperature  depends  not  on  the  quantity  of  heat  genei'ated  by  the 
consumption  of  food,  or  on  the  quantity  lost  at  the  surface,  but  on  the 
power  which  the  organism  possesses  of  so  controlling  either  production, 
or  loss,  or  both,  that  the  normal  temperature  shall  not  fluctuate  in  eithei' 
direction.  In  fever  it  cannot  be  questioned  that  this  power  of  control  is 
so  impaired  or  weakened  as  to  make  it  inadequate  for  its  purpose ;  the 
way  in  which  this  is  brought  about  will  be  considered  in  the  next  para- 
graph. AVhat  we  have  now  before  us  is  the  fact  that  in  fever  the 
production  of  heat  is  on  the  Avhole  somewhat  increased  and  the  reason 
why  it  is  so. 

It  is  now  nearly  thirty  years  since  Frankland  determined,  by  a  series 
of  calorimetrical  experiments  made  at  the  Royal  Institution,  the  "  heat 
values "  of  the  chief  constituents  of  food.  These  data,  combined  with 
what  was  known  or  could  be  ascertained  as  to  the  quantities  of  each 
constituent  consumed  daily  in  maintaining  the  animal  machine,  enabled 
physiologists  to  estimate  approximately  the  total  quantity  of  heat  con- 
sumed therein  in  a  day  or  an  hour.  The  endeavour  was  made  at  the 
same  time,  by  the  employment  of  calorimetrical  methods,  to  measure  the 
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same  quantity  directly.  The  results  of  these  early  efforts  have  given 
place  to  more  precise  ones,  for  we  are  now  not  only  able  to  state  the  heat 
values  of  the  various  nutritive  substances  with  much  greater  correctness 
than  before,  but  are  able  to  measui'e  with  like  precision  the  quantity  of 
heat  which  each  substance  actually  produces  physiologically,  that  is,  when 
it  is  consumed  l)y  the  organism  as  food,  and  to  show  that  the  two  values 
agree.  It  is  also  found  that  the  total  heat  production  of  the  body  in  a 
given  time,  as  measured  directly,  equals  the  sum  of  the  heat  values  of  the 
various  substances  consumed  during  the  same  period.  We  have  therefore 
in  our  hands  the  experimental  proof  of  what  Mayer  told  us  half  a  century 
ago,  namely,  that  food  is  the  sole  source  of  animal  heat.  The  production 
of  heat  in  fever  must  be  estimated  in  the  same  ways  as  the  production  in 
health,  that  is,  either  by  determining  the  quantity  of  each  nutritive 
material  used,  and  adding  the  corresponding  .heat  values,  or  by  direct 
calorimetrical  measurement.  In  fever  the  organism  consumes,  as  we  have 
seen,  its  own  proteid  and  fat.  The  data  and  methods  which  we  now 
possess  render  it  possible,  as  is  well  exemplified  in  Dr.  May's  research,  to 
estimate  the  rate  of  each  of  these  processes  of  consumption  in  fever,  and 
to  compare  the  results  oljtained  under  the  same  nutritive  conditions  in 
health.  By  such  comparison  it  was  found,  in  the  rabbit,  that  the  fevered 
animal  produces  and  discharges  something  like  ten  per  cent  more  heat 
than  the  healthy  under  the  same  conditions  of  nutrition,  and  that  this  is 
due,  not  to  the  disappearance  of  fat,  l)ut  to  the  consumption  by  the  fevered 
organism  of  its  own  proteid  ;  for,  while  the  consumption  of  fat  is  approxi- 
mately the  same  in  Ijoth  cases,  the  nitrogenous  waste  in  fever  is  about 
2.5  per  cent  greater.  1  In  another  recent  research,  in  which  the 
excellent  calorimetrical  method  of  Professor  Eubner  was  used,  the 
maximum  increase  of  heat  production  in  fever  Avas  determined  under  the 
same  conditions  and  on  the  same  animal  by  direct  measurement.  The 
result  thus  obtained  closely  accorded  with  the  estimate  founded  on  the 
quantities  of  proteid  and  fat  consumed.  The  increase  never  exceeded  10 
per  cent,  but  was  often  less,  and  in  some  experiments  was  so  inconsideral^le, 
that  the  author  was  unable  to  say  more  than  that  Avhile  in  the  rabbit 
there  may  be  an  increased  production  and  discharge  of  heat  in  fever,  the 
possibility  of  fever  without  such  increase  cannot^ be  excluded  (14). 

3.  Pyrexia. — We  now  come  to  the  most  important  part  of  our 
inquiry.  Why  does  the  bodily  temperature  rise  above  the  normal  ?  I 
have  already  explained  why  the  dictum  of  Liebermeister,  that  in  fever 
the  organism  is  adjusted  to  a  higher  normal,  cannot  l)e  accepted  as  it 
stands.  The  truth  which  it  encloses  may  be  expressed  by  saying  that,  in 
consequence  of  the  injurious  action  of  the  fever-producing  cause,  the 
organism  loses  its  power  of  keeping  itself  at  the  normal  temperature.  In 
this  very  modified  form  Liebermeister's  principle  is  now  accepted  by  all 
pathologists.  All  that  is  asserted  is  that  the  organism  possesses  and 
exercises  the  power  of  adapting  its  temperature  to  a  norma,  that  norma 

See  p.  57  of  Dr.  May's  paper.  I  muoli  regret  that  space  will  not  allow  me  to  give 
details. 
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being  the  temperature  which  is  most  conducive  to  its  own  interests,  and 
that  this  power  is  impaired  in  fever.  It  leaves  untouched  two  other 
inquiries,  namely,  (1)  in  what  part  of  the  organism  the  power  is  vested,  and 
(2)  why  the  departure  from  the  normal  moves  upwards  and  not  downwards. 
Let  us  consider  these  two  questions  separately. 

It  is  conceivable  that  in  an  organism  consisting  of  cells,  all  of  which  are 
similar  to  one  another  in  physiological  endowment,  that  is,  without  a  ner- 
vous system,  each  cell  might  be  able  to  govern  its  own  chemical  (that  is, 
heat-producing)  processes  in  such  a  way  as  to  maintain  a  constant  tempera- 
ture ;  l)ut  this  could  only  happen  if  all  of  the  cells  were  under  the  same 
conditions,  that  is,  inhabited  the  same  environment.  Identity  of  endow- 
ment Avithout  identity  of  environment  would  not  bring  about  the  required 
result,  namely,  identity  of  temperature.  It  need  scarcely  be  said  that  though 
conceivable  no  such  organism  is  possible.  Constancy  of  temperature  is 
met  with  only  in  animals  of  advanced  organisation  and  highly-developed 
nervous  system ;  and  in  them  constancy  of  temperature  presents  itself 
exclusively  in  internal  parts.  Of  external  parts  the  temperature  is 
variable.  The  circulation  affords  an  efficient  mechanism  by  which  outside 
variability  is  used  for  the  maintenance  of  inside  constancy.  In  other 
words,  such  a  relation  is  kept  up  by  the  circulation  between  surface  and 
interior  as  to  ensure  equability  of  the  latter.  The  existence  of  such  a 
relation  implies  the  agency  of  a  nervous  system  to  maintain  it.  It  there- 
fore needs  no  experimental  evidence  to  prove  that  to  this  system  must 
be  assigned  the  "  thermotactic  "  function.  This  being  admitted,  we  may 
go  a  step  farther.  From  what  we  know  of  the  mode  in  Avhich  the 
nervous  system  co-ordinates  functions,  it  may  be  assumed  that  thermotaxis 
is  conducted  by  a  "  centre  "  or  "  centres  " ;  that  it  or  they  receive'  im- 
pressions of  "  too  warm "  or  "  too  cold "  by  afferent  channels  in  those 
parts  in  which  it  is  their  business  to  maintain  constancy,  that  is,  normality  ; 
and  that  they  (the  centres)  are  able  to  influence  "  thermolytic  "  or  ther- 
mogenetic  processes  accordingly.  The  organism,  represented  by  the 
"  centres,"  recognises  as  normal  the  temperature  which  in  the  phylo- 
genetic  development  of  the  species  has  established  itself  as  most  advan- 
tageous. If,  therefore,  we  speak  of  impairment  of  thermotaxis,  we  mean 
that  the  centre  loses  its  power  more  or  less  of  responding  to  impressions 
of  abnormality  in  the  parts  with  which  it  is  in  relation  by  afferent 
channels.  If  so,  why  does  the  defect  show  itself  in  one  direction  only  % 
If  fever  implies  paresis  of  the  I'egulating  centre,  why  does  the  tempera- 
ture rise,  ne^  er  fall  ?  To  this  there  is  but  one  answer,  and  that  a  very 
simple  one.  A  good  horse  needs  the  bridle  only,  not  the  whip.  The 
heat-producing  activities  of  the  organism  tend  to  exceed,  not  to  fall  short 
of  its  requirements.  So  long  as  this  tendency  is  operative,  pyrexia  must 
result  from  mere  impairment  of  the  regulating  function.  It  is  not  until 
it  ceases,  as  happens  in  many  instances  as  death  approaches,  that  fever 
becomes  collapse  (26). 

So  far  we  may  proceed  independently  of  experimental  evidence.  In 
approaching  the  question  which  next  presents  itself — the  question  where 
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the  thermotactic  centre  or  centres  are  to  be  found,  and  how  they  act  in  fever 
— we  may,  I  think,  take  as  our  guide  the  principle  that,  whatever  the 
agency  which  in  health  prevents  the  temperature  of  the  body  from  rising 
above  the  normal,  it  must  be  that  agency  which  in  fever  is  disordered. 
If  so,  the  question  how  this  control  is  normally  exercised — how  the 
organism  deals  with  its  surplus  production,  is  one  of  great  pathological 
interest.  The  best  way  of  answering  it  is  by  another  inquiry.  How 
does  the  organism  deal  with  increase  of  surplus,  when  the  increase  is 
dependent  on  conditions  which  are  not  those  of  disease?  There  are  two 
such  conditions — food  and  exercise — both  which  are  under  the  control 
of  the  will.  In  the  fasting  animal  the  effect  of  feeding  is  to  double  or 
treble  thermogenesis.  By  muscular  exertion  it  may  be  increased  in 
somewhat  similar  proportion.  The  storage  of  heat  and  consequent 
increase  of  temperature  in  either  of  these  two  cases  would  be  disastrous, 
were  the  latter  not  promptly  got  rid  of  by  some  arrangement  of  unfailing 
efficiency.  In  the  case  of  food  it  is  conceivable  that  the  organism  might 
be  able  to  protect  itself  by  putting  a  stop  to  the  thermogenetic  chemical 
processes  to  which  the  taking  in  of  food  gives  rise ;  but  there  is  no  way 
in  which  the  heat  produced  by  muscular  exertion  could  be  so  dealt  with 
as  not  to  increase  the  temperature  of  the  body  other  than  increased 
liberation  of  heat  at  the  surface.  The  physiological  processes  which  are 
connected  with  the  discharge  of  heat  at  the  surface  are  presided  over  by 
two  systems  of  nerves  (secreting  and  vascular)  which  are  closely  associated 
with  each  other  functionally  and  anatomically.  The  secreting  nerves  which 
are  distributed  to  the  sweat  glands,  and  the  inhibitory  vascular  nerves  by 
the  stimulation  of  which  the  minute  arterioles  of  the  skin  dilate  so  as  to 
increase  the  vascularity  and  heighten  the  colour  of  the  skin,  come  from 
centres  which  are  situated  in  the  bulb  and  spinal  cord.  The  two  systems 
of  nerves  follow  the  same  lines  and  are  very  similarly  distributed.  That 
the  dilating  nerves  and  hidrotic  nerves  are  very  prompt  and  efficient 
agents  in  guarding  against  increase  of  temperature  can  hardly  be  doubted, 
for  in  all  known  instances  in  which  the  temperature  tends  to  rise  they 
at  once  manifest  their  activity.  In  fever  this  activity  fails  ;  considera- 
tions which  we  have  already  had  before  us  suggest  that  this  power  of 
responding  is  still  present,  but  is  impaired.  AVe  have  now,  with  a  view 
to  this  hypothesis,  to  inquire  how  far  it  is  supported  by  clinical  observa- 
tion and  experiment  as  to  the  phases  of  the  cutaneous  circulation  and  of 
the  secreting  function  of  the  skin.  In  this  inquiry  we  shall  have  to  do, 
not  with  production  and  discharge,  but  with  the  behaviour  of  the  vessels 
and  glands,  and  with  the  centre  or  centres  by  which  they  are  regulated. 

When  the  accession  of  pyrexia  is  marked  by  rigor  the  skin  exhibits 
the  conditions  which  Avere  regarded  by  Traube  as  belonging  to  the  whole 
process.  It  is  obvious  that  in  many  feA^ers,  particularly  ague,  there  is 
in  this  stage  of  accession  "  spasm  of  the  extreme  vessels  " — anaemia  of 
the  skin.  This  is  followed  by  an  opposite  condition  which,  although 
neither  so  marked  nor  so  constant  as  the  previous  pallor,  is  by  contrast 
sufficiently  obvious.    If  at  the  beginning  of  the  fastigium  the  surface 
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be  exposed,  ligor  is  apt  to  return,  as  if  the  shuddering  contraction  of 
the  muscles  were  a  reflex .  evoked  hj  the  cooling  of  the  skin. 

Whenever  pyrexia  ends  in  a  distinct  crisis,  that  is,  a  sudden  return  of 
the  bodily  temperature  to  the  normal,  that  return  has  associated  with  it 
changes  in  the  skin  still  more  favourable  to  the  discharge  of  heat ; 
eventually  it  resumes  its  normal  condition,  but  before  doing  so  the  circu- 
lation l)ecomes  more  active  and  sweat  breaks  out  abundantly.  Thus  in 
typical  fevers  we  have  two  states  which  are  easy  to  appreciate — the 
anaemic  dryness  of  rigor  and  the  warm,  hyperaemic  moisture  of  deferves- 
cence. Between  the  two  comes  the  fastigium,  during  which  the  vascular 
condition,  even  if  not  markedly  hyperaemic,  is  al^normal  and  ^^ariable. 
Of  this  we  have  plain  indications  in  the  observation  that  even  rough 
measurements  of  the  surface  temperature  show  such  differences  between 
corresponding  parts  on  opposite  sides  of  the  body,  and  between  the  tem- 
peratui'es  of  the  same  part  at  different  times,  as  are  never  observed  in 
health.  This  is  further  shown  by  the  abnormal  way  in  which  the  skin 
responds  to  stimulation.  In  prolonged  fevers,  particularly  typhoid,  it  is 
ol)served  that  if  a  pencil  is  drawn  firmly  over  the  skin  the  path  it  has 
followed  becomes  after  a  few  seconds  traceal)le  by  its  relative  paleness. 
This  blanching  lasts  for  several  minutes,  spreading  slightly  as  it  fades. 
In  animals  the  evidence  that  the  cutaneous  vascular  system  reacts  ab- 
normally in  fever  is  much  more  precise.  It  is  a  quarter  of  a  century 
since  Heidenhain  (15)  showed  that  whereas  in  health  the  effect  of  reflex 
stimulation  of  the  vaso-motor  centre  is  to  inci'ease  the  cutaneous  circula- 
tion, and  thereby  bring  down  the  temperature  of  the  lilood,  this  is  not 
the  case  in  fever,  but  rather  the  contrary.  There  is  no  dilatation  of  the 
cutaneous  vessels,  no  increase  of  the  temperature  of  the  extremities — a 
result  Avhich  we  can  best  explain  by  saying  that  the  normal  vascular  re- 
sponse to  stimulation  takes  place  less  readily  than  before  ;  or,  in  other 
words,  that  the  nerves  and  centres  which  preside  over  that  response  are 
no  longer  capable  of  discharging  their  function  efficiently. 

The  subject  is  one  in  respect  of  which  results  as  valuable  can  be  ob- 
tained by  clinical  investigation  as  by  experiments  on  animals ;  for  of  the 
three  criteria  by  which  the  physiologist  judges  of  the  quantity  of  blood 
contained  in  a  part — its  volume,  its  temperature,  and  its  colour — the  first 
two  can  be  as  well  observed  in  man  as  in  animals,  and  the  third  better. 

The  changes  of  volume  of  the  limbs  in  fever  have  been  very  successfully 
examined  by  Dr.  Maragliano  of  Genoa,  with  the  aid  of  Mosso's  plethysmo- 
graph.  By  a  preliminary  series  of  experiments  it  was  first  ascertained 
that  in  healthy  persons,  after  a  meal,  the  volume  of  the  arm,  as  thus 
measured  for  a  number  of  hours,  slowly  declines  as  the  time  which  has 
elapsed  since  taking  food  increases,  and  that  the  rate  of  this  decline  is 
uniform.  The  same  method  of  observation  was  then  applied  to  a  variety  of 
typical  fevers.  In  ague  it  was  found  that  the  accession  of  an  attack  is 
marked  by  a  very  obvious  diminution  of  volume,  which  is  antecedent  to  the 
rigor  ;  and  that  in  the  crisis  likewise  an  increase  of  volume  is  always  the 
harbinger  of  the  critical  thermolysis.    The  measurements  given,  however. 
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seem  to  show  that,  in  intermittent  fever  at  all  events,  the  interval 
between  the  expansion  of  the  arm  and  the  fall  of  the  temperature  is 
much  longer  than  that  between  the  contraction  and  the  rise.  In  some 
cases  in  which  the  fastigium  lasted  for  some  time  with  a  temperature  of 
over  104°,  the  critical  expansion  was  preceded  by  a  gradual  enlargement 
of  the  arm  which  could  be  observed  for  hours  liefore  there  was  any  change 
in  the  readings  of  the  thermometer. 

As  regards  the  temperature  of  the  surface  we  possessed  until  lately  very 
little  reliable  information.  The  best  clinical  observations,  so  far  as  I 
know,  are  those  recently  made  by  Dr.  Geigel  at  Wiirzl)urg,  hj  a  thermo- 
electrical  method,  of  which  it  is  sufficient  to  say  that  the  apparatus 
consists  of  a  single  pair  of  junctions,  one  of  which  can  be  applied  to  the 
skin,  the  other  being  in  a  vessel  containing  oil  at  known  and  constant 
temperature.  Simultaneous  measurements  were  made  of  the  temperature 
at  four  different  spots — some  covered,  others  exposed — and  compared 
with  readings  of  the  temperature  in  the  rectum  taken  during  the  same 
period.  The  results,  which  are  of  special  interest  in  connection  with  the 
Genoa  observations,  may  be  best  stated  according  to  the  stage  in  the 
febrile  process  to  which  they  relate.  In  rigor  it  was  found  that  the  sur- 
face temperature  sinks  very  considerably,  and  consequently  that  the 
difference  between  the  surface  and  internal  temperature — the  latter  rising 
while  the  former  falls — rapidly  augments.  On  this  subject  the  data 
gi^'en  are  so  unequivocal  that  the  often-repeated  statement,  that  while  the 
patient  shivers  the  skin  becomes  hotter,  can  no  longer  be  made.  As 
regards  the  period  of  defervescence,  it  is  as  clearly  shown  that  the  fall  of 
the  blood  temperature  is  preceded  by  rise  of  surface  temperature — that 
while  the  internal  parts  are  still  at  fever  heat  the  temperature  of  the 
skin  rises — in  consequence  of  the  more  ample  afflux  of  l)lood  to  the  sur- 
face, the  relation  between  this  afflux  and  the  critical  sweating  being 
most  strikingly  shown  by  the  temperature  curves.  Another  interesting 
point  is  that  in  the  fastigium,  notwithstanding  that  to  the  hand  the  skin 
feels  hot  and  dry,  its  temperature  is  only  a  little  greater  than  in  health — 
less  than  that  which  it  attains  as  defervescence  approaches. 

We  have  thus  perfect  harmony  between  what  has  been  learnt  from  the 
observation  of  surface  temperature  and  the  results  of  plethysmographic 
measurement.  Increase  of  volume  of  the  extremity  and  increase  of  the 
temperature  of  the  surface  mean  the  same  thing,  namely,  that  the  flow  of 
warm  blood  as  supplied  through  the  skin  is  augmented.  It  is  thus  that 
the  organism  reacts  promptly  and  effectually  against  any  increase  of  the 
temperature  of  the  blood, 

4.  Cerebral  Heat  Centres. — Although  it  may  be  doubted  whether 
the  pyrexia,  which  is  produced  by  stimulation  or  injury  of  the  brain, 
comes  under  the  designation  of  "  fever,"  the  facts  relating  to  this  subject 
cannot  be  passed  over  in  the  present  discussion.  For  in  some  instances 
the  pathological  state  observed,  if  not  fever,  so  much  resembles  it  that  it 
cannot  fail  to  be  of  interest  to  compare  the  one  with  the  other.  Space 
will  not  allow  me  to  refer  in  any  detail  to  the  older  observations  relating 


154 


SYSTEM  OF  MEDICINE 


to  the  effects  of  severance  of  the  spinal  cord  in  the  cervical  region  and  of 
injury  of  the  bulb.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  the  observed  effects  of 
section  of  the  spinal  cord  Avere  such  as  to  show  that  the  animals  experi- 
mented on  were  incapable  of  maintaining  constancy  of  temperature,  while 
on  other  grounds  it  seemed  probable  that  the  antagonistic  functions  of 
production  and  discharge  of  heat  were  presided  over  or  regulated  by 
different  parts  of  the  intracranial  nervous  system.  Since  1880  the 
question  of  the  localisation  of  these  functions  has  assumed  a  different 
aspect.  In  that  year  Dr.  Wood  of  Philadelphia  discovei'ed  that  injury 
of  a  certain  part  of  the  cortical  motor  area  which  surrounds  the  crucial 
sulcus  in  the  dog  produced  pyrexia.  Soon  afterwards  it  was  discovered 
independently  in  Paris  and  in  Berlin  that  a  thermogenetic  region  exists 
on  the  medial  side  of  the  corpus  striatum,  the  excitation  of  which, 
whether  by  puncture  or  electrical  currents,  gives  rise  to  a  similar  increase 
of  temperature.  The  conditions  and  results  of  the  experiment  were 
most  carefully  investigated,  under  the  guidance  of  Professor  Zuntz,  by 
Aronsohn  and  Sachs  (20),  who  found  that  the  thermogenetic  region  corre- 
sponded in  position  to  the  nodus  cursorius  of  Nothnagel,  and  was  strictly 
limited.  It  was  also  found  that  the  pyrexia,  which  did  not  come  on  until 
some  time  after  the  injury,  was  accompanied  by  an  increased  elimination  of 
nitrogen,  so  that  at  first  sight  it  might  appear  as  if  a  genuine  fever  had 
been  produced.  There  are,  however,  points  of  difference  by  which  the 
one  pathological  state  may  be  distinguished  from  the  other.  The 
"  hyperthermic  "  state  produced  by  puncture  is  found  to  differ  from  true 
febrile  pyrexia  above  all  in  the  absence  of  those  vascular  conditions  of 
the  skin  which  we  have  seen  to  be  so  characteristic.  The  bodily  tempera- 
ture rises  gradually  to  a  febrile  height  (105°  to  106°  F.),  and  then  as 
gradually  subsides ;  but  there  is  no  rigor,  nor  is  the  subsidence  preceded 
by  any  vascular  dilatation.  The  vessels,  indeed,  are  so  incapable  of 
responding  in  the  normal  way  to  their  environment,  that  if  the  animal  be 
placed  in  a  warm  chamber  at  37"^  C.  it  becomes  hyperpyrexic,  yet  the 
ears  remain  pale  as  before.  These  facts  seem  clearly  to  indicate  that  the 
disorder  of  vascular  innervation  due  to  puncture  is  of  a  different  kind 
from  that  of  fever,  the  regulation  of  temperature  being  almost,  but  as  we 
shall  see  farther  on,  not  completely  in  abeyance ;  Avhereas  in  fever  the 
power  of  guarding  against  excessive  thermogenesis  is  weakened  in  much 
less  degree.  There  being  this  essential  diflerence  between  brain  pyrexia 
and  that  of  fever,  how  are  we  to  account  for  the  fact  that  in  Aronsohn 
and  Sachs'  very  elaborate  investigation  there  was  found  to  be  increase 
not  only  of  the  respiratory  exchange,  but  of  the  elimination  of  nitrogen 
(20,  p.  298)?  The  answer  is  that  although  Dr.  Kinger's  observation  (1859), 
confirmed  as  it  has  been,  both  clinically  and  experimentally — that  in  the 
accession  of  fever  increased  metabolism  precedes  rise  of  temperature — 
clearly  proves  that  in  fever  the  high  temperature  is  not,  as  some  have 
thought,  the  sole  cause  of  the  nitrogenous  waste,  yet  the  evidence  that  the 
latter  may  have  this  origin  is  quite  as  conclusive.  A  temperature  of  over 
104°,  if  it  continue,  produces  tissue  waste,  however  it  is  itself  brought 
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about.  The  simplest  mode  of  raising  the  liodily  temperature  of  an  animal 
without  inducing  any  other  disorder  consists  in  subjecting  it  to  a  tempera- 
tuix  just  sufficient  to  prevent  a  discharge  of  heat  from  its  surface. 
Thus,  by  placing  a  dog  in  a  chamber  at  37°  C.  its  body  temperature  may 
be  easily  maintained  at  a  point  approaching  that  of  fever.  The  result  is 
to  produce  both  of  the  effects  which  follow  brain  puncture.  The  increase 
of  the  nitrogen  elimination  lasts  for  two  or  three  days,  and  is  quite  as 
great  as  that  observed  (20)  in  Aronsohn  and  Sachs'  experiment. 

5.  Antipyretics. — The  discovery  about  fourteen  years  ago  of  several 
bodies  which  possess  the  power  of  reducing  temperature  in  fever,  and  the 
investigations  of  their  action  by  various  observers,  have  contributed  very 
materially  to  the  elucidation  of  the  phenomena  of  febrile  pyrexia.  Of 
these  bodies  kairin,  of  which  the  properties  were  first  made  known  in 
1882  by  Professor  Filehne  (21),  acts  more  promptly  than  any  other. 
Next  to  it  comes  antipyrin,  which  Avas  discovered  two  years  later,  and  was 
also  first  examined  by  Filehne  (22),  and  has  since  held  its  ground  as  an 
antifebrile  remedy.  I  allude  to  them,  not  with  any  reference  to  their 
therapeutic  value,  but  because  the  phenomena  of  their  physiological 
action  are  well  known,  and  throw  light  on  the  process  which  they 
counteract. 

In  man  the  effect  of  kairin,  as  Filehne  expresses  it,  is  to  "  open  all 
the  sluices  for  the  escape  of  heat  from  the  surface."  In  animals  it  is 
eqvially  prompt.  The  rate  of  surface  loss,  as  measured  calorimetrically  by 
Dr.  Richter  (23),  exceeds  by  25  per  cent  the  previous  fever  rate,  and  the 
normal  rate  by  75  per  cent.  As  the  effect,  which  is  of  short  duration, 
passes  off,  the  discharge  of  heat  diminishes  to  a  point  below  the  normal. 

The  same  year  that  these  observations  were  recorded.  Dr.  E,.  Gottlieb 
(24)  applied  the  more  exact  calorimetrical  method  of  Rubner  in  observations 
.on  antipyrin — with  this  difference,  however,  that  his  investigation  related, 
not  to  artificial  fever  produced  by  the  introduction  of  pyrogenetic  sub- 
stances, but  to  the  brain-puncture  pyrexia  referred  to  above.  The  results 
distinctly  prove  that  in  the  normal  animal  the  diminution  of  temperature 
produced  by  antipyrin  is  due  entirely  to  increase  of  surface  loss.  Not- 
withstanding that  it  has  been  clearly  proved  that  antipyrin  in  repeated 
doses  in  man  is  known  to  diminish  the  discharge  of  nitrogen  (25),  it  is  clear 
that  the  increased  metabolism  which  this  implies  has  nothing  to  do  with 
the  antipyretic  action,  for  the  increase  of  surface  loss  more  than  covers 
the  diminution  of  temperature.  In  brain  pyrexia  the  increase  of  surface 
loss  after  antipyrin  is  much  greater  than  in  health,  and  probably  greater 
than  in  fever,  for  the  previous  consti'iction  of  the  cutaneous  vessels  is  greater. 
The  fall  of  temperature  to  which  this  gives  rise  is  also  much  greater,  but 
still  is  not  so  great  as  it  would  be  if  the  whole  excess  of  heat  loss  were  at 
the  expense  of  the  organism.  It  therefore  appears  that  even  in  brain 
pyrexia  the  power  which  the  organism  possesses  of  compensating  loss  by 
increased  production  is  not  entirely  absent. 

That  the  two  antipyretics  act  primarily  by  augmenting  the  surface  loss 
we  have  even  more  direct  evidence  from  their  effect  on  the  temperature 
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of  the  skin  and  of  the  vohune  of  the  extremities ;  and  we  have  here 
the  additional  advantage  that  in  both  of  these  points  we  can  base  our 
conchisions  on  oliservations  at  the  bedside.  Maragliano  (loc.  cit.)  found 
that  the  action  of  kairin  and  antipyrin  in  continued  fever  as  well  as  in 
ague  can  be  readily  observed  by  the  arm-plethysmograph.  It  manifests 
itself  by  an  expansion  of  the  limb  which  accompanies  the  diminution  of 
temperature ;  and  in  typhoid  it  can  be  observed  that  the  passing  off  of 
the  effect  and  the  return  of  the  pyrexia  is  attended  by  a  corresponding 
diminution  of  the  volume  of  the  arm.  As  regards  the  temperature  of 
the  skin,  equally  satisfactory  results  are  supplied  by  Geigel,  to  whose 
thermo-electric  measurements  reference  has  already  been  made.  It  is 
shown  that  in  all  cases  in  which  antipyrin  pi'oduces  its  characteristic 
effect  the  diminution  of  central  temperature  is  preceded  by  increase  of 
surface  temperature,  clearly  indicating  that  the  mode  of  action  of  the 
drug  is  to  diminish  the  temperature  of  the  blood  by  increasing  the  rate  at 
■which  it  floM's  towards  the  superficial  parts  of  the  body. 

It  thus  appears  that  increased  volume  of  the  extremities,  increased 
temperature  of  the  skin,  and  increased  discharge  of  heat  from  the  surface 
(as  measured  calorimetrically)  are  the  characteristic  phenomena  of  anti- 
pyretic action  in  man  and  in  animals.  It  need  not  be  pointed  out  that 
these  phenomena  are  physiologically  correlated.  They  plainly  indicate  that 
antipyretics  act  on  that  part  of  the  nervous  system  which  presides  over  the 
inhibitory  or  dilating  vascular  nerves.  The  bearing  of  this  fact  on  the 
question  of  the  nature  of  fever  lies  in  this,  that  they  afford  clearer  evi- 
dence than  can  be  obtained  otherwise,  that  the  power  which  the  nervous 
system  possesses  of  regulating  the  loss  of  heat  at  the  surface  is  adequate 
to  bring  about  changes  of  bodily  temperature  as  great  as  those  which  take 
place  in  febrile  pyrexia.  What  they  do  not  jirove  is  that  fever  is  nothing 
more  than  a  disorder  of  thermotaxis. 

6.  .etiology  of  Fever. — It  is  now  thirty  years  since  Otto  Weber  and 
Billroth  investigated  the  fever  Avhich  is  produced  by  the  introdiiction  of 
septic  material  into  the  circulating  blood  or  into  the  cellular  tissue,  and 
showed  in  what  respect  the  artificial  fever  reseml)led  or  differed  from 
surgical  fever.  It  was  soon  afterwards  found  that  the  products  of  acute 
inflammation  give  rise  to  fever  under  similar  conditions.  And  when,  at 
a  later  period,  it  was  recognised  that  these  products  owe  their  infective 
properties  to  the  presence  of  microphytes  (as  we  then  called  them),  the 
inference  naturally  followed  that  the  power  of  producing  fever  was  also 
dependent  on  the  presence  of  those  organisms. 

At  that  early  period  (1872)  the  methods  now  familiar  to  the  patholo- 
gist of  discriminating  between  different  kinds  of  bacteria  were  luiknown. 
When  some  eight  years  later  Dr.  Koch  taught  us  how  to  do  this,  and  thus 
founded  the  science  or  rather  technique  of  bacteriology,  it  seemed  likely 
that  the  fever-producing  property  would  turn  out  to  be  an  endowment  of 
jDarticular  species,  and  that  by  using  pure  cultivations  it  would  lie  possil)le 
to  induce  fever  experimentally  with  much  greater  certainty  than  had 
before  been  possible.    This  expectation,  whether  rightly  or  wrongly 


THE  DOCTRINE  OF  FEVER 


157 


entertained,  has  not  been  realised.  There  are  several  species  which  are 
plilogogenetic,  but  none  which  can  be  relied  upon  to  produce  fever.  The 
one  which  has  lately  appeared  to  answer  the  purpose  best  is  the  bacillus 
of  Rouget  (the  erysipelas  of  swine),  but  others,  as  for  example  the 
bacterium  coli  commune,  and  the  ordinary  chaplet-coccus  of  acute  abscesses, 
are  also  available. 

The  question  whether  the  micro-organisms  themselves  or  their  products 
produce  fever  is  an  old  one.  In  1875  I  prepared  a  substance,  which  I 
ventured  to  call  pyrogen,  from  putrid  extract  of  flesh,  by  first  destroying 
all  bacterial  life  by  the  addition  of  alcohol  in  sufficient  quantities  to  pre- 
cipitate most  of  the  proteids  it  contained,  separating  the  precipitate  by 
filtration,  evaporating  the  clear  filtrate,  and  I'edissolving  in  Avater.  This 
sterile  product  produced  fever,  but  was  deprived  of  that  property  by 
filtration  through  porcelain,  whence  I  conjectured  that  the  pyrogenic  sub- 
stance was  perhaps  a  body  analogous  to  the  unformed  ferments  or  enzymes 
(26).  About  the  same  time,  experiments  made  at  Dorpat  by  pupils  of 
A.  Schmidt  proved  that  the  obscure  constituent  of  the  blood  to  which  he 
attributes  the  property  of  exciting  coagulation  has  also  that  of  producing 
fever,  so  that  the  introduction  of  any  material  which  either  contains 
fibrin-ferment,  or  gives  rise  to  its  formation  in  the  circulating  blood,  has 
the  same  efi'ect  (27).  It  thus  became  possible  to  explain  why,  when  trans- 
fusion with  lamb's  blood  was  in  vogue,  the  operation,  notwithstanding 
a,ntiseptic  precautions,  was  always  followed  by  fever.  I  think  we  may 
associate  with  these  old  observations  the  discussions  which  have  recently 
taken  place  on  the  production  of  fever  by  the  injection  of  extracts  of 
fresh  tissues  (muscle,  liver,  thyroid,  etc.)  (28),  which  have  this  in  common 
Avith  transfusion  of  blood  derived  from  animals  into  the  circulation  of  man, 
that  in  both  instances  there  is  disintegration  of  cells. 

As  regards  ferments,  it  hasjbeen  shoAvn  that  all  the  commercial  enzymes 
are  apt  to  cause  fever  Avhen  introduced  into  the  circulation  or  into  the 
cellular  tissue,  but  inasmuch  as  in  cei'tain  recent  experiments  pure  enzymes 
prepared  at  Heidelberg  under  Prof.  Kilhne's  direction  Avere  found  to  haA^e 
no  such  property,  it  may  probably  be  assumed  that  in  the  others  the 
effect  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  albuminous  products  of  digestion  of  Avhich 
they  largely  consist.  This  seems  the  more  probable  Avhen  Ave  remember 
that  albumoses  derived  from  A^ery  different  sources  have  been  found  to  be 
actively  pyrogenetic,  the  most  striking  instance  being  that  of  the  "  deutero- 
albumose  "  found  by  Prof.  Kiihne  to  be  a  constituent  of  tuberculin.  A 
fever-producing  albumose  has  also  been  obtained  by  Prof.  Krehl  from 
cultivations  of  bacterium  coli  commune  (29). 

The  discovery  by  Koch  of  the  remarkable  Avay  in  Avhich  the  substance 
just  mentioned  influences  the  organism  of  tuberculous  individuals,  Avhether 
human  or  animal,  stirring  up  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  diseased  parts 
inflammation  attended  by  pyrexia,  seems  to  be  calculated  to  throAV 
considerable  light  on  the  genesis  of  fever — and  all  the  more  since  it  has 
been  discovered,  not  only  that  extracts  similarly  prepared  from  other 
micro-organisms  have  the  same  action,  but  that  proteids  of  non-bacterial 
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origin  act  in  a  similar  way.  For  a  recent  puljlication  of  Dr.  Matthes 
(30)  seems  to  show  that,  in  common  with  the  deutero  -  albumose 
prepared  from  tuliercnlin,  the  similar  pi-oduct  obtained  by  peptic 
digestion  produces  both  in  man  and  animals  the  well-known  local  and 
constitutional  effects  of  tuberculin,  if  tuberculous  disease  exist,  but  no 
reaction  whatever  in  healthy  individuals.  It  has  indeed  been  found 
possible  to  obtain  a  proteid  bod}^  from  the  same  source,  which  produces 
tuberculin  eff'ects  in  smaller  dose  than  those  of  tuberculin  itself. 

Several  questions  present  themselves  in  connection  with  this  subject 
of  which  it  would  lie  premature  to  speak  at  present — such  as  the  relation 
between  the  group  of  proteids  and  the  toxines  which  appear  to  play  so 
important  a  part  in  the  specific  infective  processes,  and  the  relation 
between  the  extraordinary  physiological  activity  of  these  Ijodies  and  their 
chemical  properties. 

The  fact  that  severe  injuries,  such  as  simple  fractures,  which  are 
necessarily  attended  with  a  certain  amount  of  disintegration  of  tissue,  are 
known  to  be  followed  by  febrile  reaction  (31),  sometimes  of  great  intensity, 
notwithstanding  that  the  reparative  process  is  not  in  the  slightest  degree 
interfered  with,  and  that  the  integrity  of  the  skin  affords  a  certain 
guarantee  for  the  exclusion  of  bacterial  contamination  (29),  seems  to  con- 
firm the  inference  of  Charrin,  from  the  experiments  already  referred  to  on 
extracts  of  fresh  tissues,  that  in  the  bodies  of  all  cells  "  thermogenic  sub- 
stances"— or  rather  materials  from  which  they  can  be  generated— are 
contained.  However  this  may  be,  it  is  clear  that  the  property  of  inducing 
febrile  reaction  is  by  no  means  confined  to  substances  which  depend 
for  their  existence  on  bacteria.  Susceptibility  to  the  action  of  fever- 
producing  substances  is  not  only  very  different  in  animals  of  diff'erent 
species,  but  depends  largely  on  individual  peculiarities,  whether  natural 
or  acquired.  We  have  already  seen  how  it  is  increased  by  the  previous 
existence  of  certain  organic  diseases,  and  it  may  be  added  that  in  ex- 
periments on  artificial  fever  a  "  fresh  "  animal  is  usually  found  to  be  less 
susceptible  than  one  which  has  been  previously  "fevered." 

Conclusion 

Although  I  have  endea^•oured  in  the  preceding  paragi'aphs  to  state 
the  leading  facts  and  considerations  relating  to  the  origin  and  character- 
istic phenomena  of  fever  in  such  a  way  as  to  enaljle  the  reader  to 
draw  his  own  inferences,  it  may  perhaps  be  couA^enient  that  I  should 
state  the  views  which  I  am  inclined  to  adopt. 

In  the  concluding  paragi'aph  of  the  essay  on  fever  which  I  published 
in  1875,  I  set  against  each  other  two  possible  alternatives  (26).  Either 
fever  originates  in  disorder  of  the  nervous  centres,  producing  pyrexia  and 
as  a  secondary  result  disorder  of  nutrition,  or  it  originates  in  a  disorder  of 
protoplasm  to  which  the  nervous  phenomena  are  secondary.  Although  the 
second  of  these  hypotheses  seemed  at  that  time  preferable  to  the  first,  I  did 
not  think  that  either  afforded  a  sufficient  explanation  of  fever  so  long  as 
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the  problem  of  the  normal  relation  between  temperatuie  and  thermo- 
genesis  remained  unsolved.  Since  that  time  consideraljle  progress 
towards  this  elucidation  has  been  made.  By  the  lal^ours  of  Rubner  the 
relations  between  the  heat  values  of  the  constituents  of  food  and  the 
production  of  heat,  in  animals,  has  been  ascertained  with  such  exactitude 
as  to  afford  a  safe  basis  for  investigating  the  relations  between  production 
and  loss  in  various  conditions,  while  from  Professor  Zuntz  and  those 
who  have  worked  with  him  we  have  received  very  complete  information 
as  to  the  way  in  which  the  organism  i-eacts  to  variations  in  the 
temperature  of  its  environment  in  either  direction.  The  researches  of 
Zuntz  show  conclusively  that  the  only  reflex  apparatus  for  regulating 
temperature  wliich  is  alvjays  at  work  is  that  which  governs  the  loss  of  heat 
at  the  surface.  At  the  same  time,  it  is  obvious  that,  when  required,  the 
organism  can  bring  the  other  kind  of  regulation  into  play.  No  one 
doubts  that  shivering  and  the  other  almost  involuntary  muscular  movements 
which  are  occasioned  by  exposure  to  cold  are  in  a  sense  reflex.  Even  in 
a  vigorous  person  the  effect  of  the  cold  bath  is  to  induce  a  tendency  to 
the  performance  of  such  movements,  the  obvious  purpose  of  which  is  to 
augment  the  production  of  heat  (as  can  be  readily  shown  if  the 
respiratory  exchange  be  measured),  and  so  to  compensate  the  increase  of 
surface  loss.  But  the  reflex  of  shivering  has  in  it  a  psychical  element ;  it 
is  associated  with  the  sensation  of  chill,  and  may  be  resisted  by  a  strong 
effort.  When  this  tendency  to  shudder  is  resisted,  the  excessive  intake 
of  oxygen  and  output  of  carbon  dioxide  was  no  longer  observable  (as 
Professor  Zuntz  found  when  he  made  himself  the  subject  of  experiment). 
Yet,  not-withstanding  the  absence  of  any  evidence  of  increased  thermo- 
genesis,  the  temperature  was  maintained,  so  that  the  augmentation  of 
respiratory  exchange  was  evidently  accessory,  not  essential. 

Whether  in  small  animals  such  as  mice,  in  which  the  surface  loss  of 
heat  per  unit  of  body  weight  must  be  more  than  ten  times  as  great  as  in 
man,  there  is  anything  like  a  reflex  regulation  of  thermogenesis  in- 
dependent of  muscular  activity,  is  a  question  not  yet  decided.  Dr. 
Pembrey's  researches  on  the  subject  do  not  seem  to  make  it  probable ;  for 
he  finds  that  the  power  of  regulating  the  respiratory  exchange  depends 
on  the  development  and  activity  of  the  neuro-muscular  system. 

In  Dr.  Macalister's  admirable  Goulstonian  Lectures  on  Fever  it  is 
suggested  that  thermogenesis,  thermolysis,  and  thermotaxis  must  be 
regarded  as  three  separate  functions  of  the  nervous  system.  It  seems  at 
first  sight  difficult  to  see  how,  under  conditions  tending  to  bring  down 
the  bodily  temperature,  the  cooling  of  the  body  can  be  prevented  in  any 
other  way  than  l^y  the  direct  influence  of  the  nervous  system  on  the  pro- 
duction of  heat.  We  have  learned  from  Zuntz's  experiments  that  the 
exercise  of  this  influence  is  not  essential.  The  key  to  the  apparent 
diSiculty  is  to  be  sought  for  in  the  consideration,  that  in  a  warm- 
blooded animal  of  constant  temperature  the  supply  of  heat  is  always 
potentially  in  excess.  It  is  obvious  that  in  a  warm  room  more  heat  is 
produced  than  is  wanted,  but  not  so  obvious,  though  equally  true,  that 
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in  the  cold  of  winter  the  body  temperature  would  rise  at  any  moment 
if  surface  loss  were  suspended  or  annulled.  In  the  two  cases  the 
"  mechanism  "  is  the  same.  It  therefore  does  not  seem  necessary  to 
imagine  more  than  one  regulating  centre  in  constant  operation — that  which 
presides  over  surface  loss. 

The  last  question  to  be  discussed  is  that  of  the  relation  between 
pyrexia  from  cerebral  puncture,  and  febrile  pyrexia. 

The  question  is  one  of  words.  If  the  word  fever  be  understood  to 
mean  the  reaction  of  the  oi'ganism  to  a  fever-producing  substance 
introduced  into  the  circulating  blood  and  conveyed  thereby  to  the  parts 
on  which  it  acts,  then  the  pyrexia  of  cerebral  puncture  is  not  fever. 
In  the  present  paper  the  term  has  been  used  in  this  sense  only.  The 
study  of  puncture  pyrexia  is  of  great  interest  in  enabling  us  to 
determine  which  of  the  phenomena  of  fever  are  or  may  be  secondary  to 
the  rise  of  temperature,  and  in  what  degree  they  may  be  attributed  to  it, 
but  it  cannot  be  admitted  that  the  two  processes  are  identical  or  even 
kindred.  In  nosology  diflFerence  of  cause  is  a  distinction  which  over- 
rides all  others. 

J.  Burdon-Sanderson. 
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THE  GENERAL  PATHOLOGY  OF  NUTRITION 

The  life  of  the  individual  is  dependent  upon  the  life  of  the  cells  or 
derivatives  of  the  cells,  which  together  make  up  the  organs  and  tissues  of 
the  body.  Every  cell  possesses  the  property  of  taking  up  from  the  fluid 
medium  by  which  it  is  surrounded  the  substances  which  are  necessary 
for  its  vital  activity,  and  of  casting  out  the  waste  products. 

It  was  John  Hunter  who  said :  "  Every  individual  particle  of  the 
animal  matter  is  possessed  of  life,  and  the  least  imaginable  part  which 
we  can  separate  is  as  much  alive  as  the  whole." 

Owing  to  differentiation  of  structure  and  specialisation  of  function,  cer- 
tain master  tissues  (for  example,  glandular,  nervous,  and  muscular)  possess, 
in  addition  to  their  general  functions  of  repair  and  waste,  a  special  function 
peculiar  to  each  tissue  involving  storage  of  material.  The  mammary  gland 
before  lactation  occurs  is  in  a  quiescent  state  ;  its  cells  are  living  and 
awaiting  the  natural  physiological  stimulus  which  will  arouse  their  special 
function  of  elaboration  and  secretion  of  milk ;  but,  prior  to  this,  the  cells 
are  still  the  seat  of  that  perpetual  circulation  of  matter  termed  meta- 
bolism, constructive  and  destructive — activities  common  to  all  living 
protoplasm. 

Physiologically,  the  cells  of  the  body  are  dependent  upon  one 
another  and  upon  the  circulating  blood  which,  as  it  streams  slowly 
through  the  capillaries,  brings  into  harmonious  relation  the  effects  of 
each  and  all  of  their  vital  activities.  This  functional  harmony  between 
the  different  tissues  is  brought  about  by  the  blood,  and  serves  to  maintain 
a  constant  in  the  chemical  composition  and  temperature  of  that  fluid  ;  the 
maintenance  of  this  constant  is  essential  to  the  well-being  of  all  the 
cells  of  the  body.  There  is  thus  an  interdependence  of  all  the  tissues  ; 
if  one  suffers,  all  suffer. 

The  dictum  of  Virchow,  Omnis  cellula  e  cellula,  is  a  fundamental 
principle  underlying  all  physiological  and  pathological  problems.  The 
fertilised  ovum  may  be  looked  upon  as  the  fusion  of  the  essential  portion 
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of  the  male  sperm  cell  with  the  female  gei'm  cell,  and  with  this  process 
there  is  a  fusion  of  the  pi'operties  and  attributes  of  the  germinal  ^^lasm 
of  the  parents.  This  cell  possesses,  then,  specific  properties  Avhich  dis- 
tinguish it  from  every  other  cell  in  existence ;  likewise  all  the  cells  which 
are  derived  from  it  by  segmentation  possess  specific  vital  properties  Avhich 
make  them  differ  from  the  cells  which  constitute  the  tissues  and  organs  of 
another  animal.  We  may  not  be  able  to  show  by  chemical  analyses  and 
microscopical  examination  any  diff'erences  in  the  tissues  of  two  individuals; 
they  may  seem  identical  ;  the  distinction,  however,  ajjpears  in  the 
differences  of  adaptation  in  the  cells  of  the  organism  to  their  environ- 
ment, individually  and  collectively.  The  instability  and  mobility  of  the 
material  substance  of  the  cell  constitutes  its  life :  no  portion  of  the 
living  body  is  stable,  but  new  formation  and  regeneration  are  continually 
taking  place  during  life,  even  after  completion  of  the  growing  period. 
Many  examples  of  these  processes  could  be  cited,  namely,  the  eiDithelium 
lining  the  alimentary  and  respiratory  tracts  which  is  continually  being 
destroyed  and  replaced ;  likewise  the  epithelium  covering  the  surface  of 
the  body,  and  the  never-ceasing  disintegration  and  new  formation  of  the 
blood  corpuscles.  The  mechanism  by  which  cells  are  enabled  to  take  up 
nutrient  material  from  the  surrounding  lymph  and  to  cast  out  their  waste 
products  is  unknown  to  us.  It  is  a  specific  property  of  the  protoplasm 
of  the  cell,  controlled  in  the  higher  differentiated  tissues  by  nervous 
impressions  which  not  only  (as  may  be  proved  in  the  submaxillary  gland) 
directly  control  the  functional  activity  of  the  epithelial  cell  elements,  but 
also  the  amount  of  blood  flowing  through  the  gland.  In  health  there  is 
a  constant  adaptation  of  repair  to  waste ;  and,  although  the  organic  form  of 
the  cell  or  fibre  is  generally  jireserved,  the  contents  are  continually  under- 
going molecular  and  chemical  changes,  with  conversion  of  potential  into 
kinetic  energy,  consumption  of  oxygen  and  organic  suljstances,  and  the 
liberation  of  carbonic  acid,  water,  and  other  waste  products.  The  energy 
is  replaced  and  the  tissue  waste  repaired  by  the  circulating  blood.  This, 
however,  necessitates  a  constant  in  the  quantity,  quality  and  temperature 
of  the  blood,  which  can  only  be  affected  by  the  assimilation  of  oxygen, 
food  and  water  in  such  proportion  as  to  make  up  that  which  is  lost  to  the 
body  by  disassimilation  in  the  tissues,  and  elimination  by  the  lungs,  skin 
and  kidneys.  "A  man  can  live  a  few  minutes  without  oxygen,  a  few  days 
■without  water,  and  a  few  weeks  without  food"  (Waller). 

The  balance  of  nutrition  may  be  maintained  when  the  export  is  repaired 
by  a  corresponding  import ;  and  physiologists  have  shown  that  the  mini- 
mum daily  income  required  l)y  a  healthy  man  performing  his  average 
daily  work,  and  maintaining  his  usual  body  weight,  is  5  per  cent  of  that 
body  weight — 1  per  cent  being  solid  food,  1  per  cent  oxygen,  and  3 
per  cent  Avater.  These  amounts  may  be  modified  by  various  circum- 
stances, such  as  climate,  work,  age,  convalescence  from  illness,  lactation, 
and  the  like. 

An  infant  or  growing  child  requires  not  only  food  for  repair  but  also 
for  new  growth.    A  mother  during  lactation,  over  and  above  the  normal 
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amount  of  nourishment,  requires  a  suitable  excess  to  provide  the  milk 
necessary  for  the  suckling  infant. 

If  digestion  and  assimilation  are  normal  the  blood  will  be  maintained 
at  a  constant  in  its  chemical  composition ;  should  there  be,  however,  an 
insufficiency  of  the  intake,  inanition  will  follow.  Inasmuch  as  the  intake 
of  food  is  always  intermittent,  and  owing  to  exigencies  in  ol)taining  it  is 
at  times  very  much  so,  certain  tissues  and  organs  of  the  body  possess 
storage  functions  which  provide  reserve  material  upon  which  the  blood 
can  draw  as  required.  The  storage  of  fat  in  the  connective  tissue 
and  liver  cells  of  the  body  represents  so  much  potential  energy.  The 
glycogen  in  the  liver  is  a  store  of  carbohydrate  which  is  continually  being 
utilised  in  maintaining  an  average  constant  of  sugar  in  the  blood.  The 
sugar  is  used  up  continually  l)y  the  muscles  in  the  production  of  energy, 
but  if  more  than  a  certain  quantity  exist  in  the  blood,  it  would  be 
injurious ;  consequently  the  liver  intercepts  the  intermittent  supply  of 
carbohydrate  material  in  the  form  of  glucose  absorbed  by  the  portal 
blood,  converts  it  into  glycogen,  and  stores  it  in  its  cells  to  be  used  as 
required  (Bernard).  Probably  all  the  cells  of  the  body  possess  the 
power  of  oxygen  storage ;  we  have  definite  proof  of  its  existence  in  the 
muscles.  The  muscles  of  the  frog  can  contract  and  produce  heat  and 
work  in  an  atmosphere  of  N  with  liberation  of  CO2  and  other  waste 
products ;  and  the  muscles  of  warm-blooded  animals  will  disj^lay  similar 
functional  activity  (when  stimulated)  for  some  time  after  the  circulation 
has  ceased.  During  sleep  and  rest  the  tissues  are  storing  up  materials 
for  their  functional  activity,  and  this  has  been  most  clearly  shown  by  the 
histological  appearances  of  the  cells  of  secreting  glands  during  rest  and 
during  activity.  Another  very  important  factor  complementary  to  de- 
structive metabolism,  in  connection  with  the  maintenance  of  the  normal 
composition  of  the  blood,  is  what  is  termed  the  internal  secretion  of  glands. 

Blood — the  Nutrient  Fluid  and  Medium  of  Exchange. — The  quan- 
tity of  blood  in  the  body  is  aljout  y^^th  of  the  body  weight,  and  its  mode 
of  distribution  is  varied  in  accordance  with  the  functional  needs  of  the 
tissues.  Certain  organs  and  tissues,  requiring  large  quantities  of  blood 
to  perform  their  functions,  are  highly  vascular  in  proportion  ;  the  supply 
to  a  part  is  regulated  automatically  by  the  vaso-motor  nervous  system,  and 
the  physiological  stimulus  Avhich  excites  the  activity  of  an  organ  may 
also  determine  an  increase  of  blood  to  the  part.  Thus,  experimentally, 
an  increase  of  urea  in  the  blood  causes  an  expansion  of  the  kidney  due  to 
vaso-dilation,  which  signifies  an  increased  flow  of  blood  associated  with 
the  secretory  activity  of  the  organ. 

There  is  an  essential  similarity  between  the  composition  of  protoplasm 
and  that  of  the  normal  human  body — between  the  normal  human  body 
and  the  circulating  blood  which  provides  it  with  nutrition ;  for,  during 
gestation  in  utero,  a  new  body  is  entirely  built  up  from  the  maternal 
blood  ;  and  there  is  also  an  essential  similarity  between  milk,  the  natural 
food  of  the  suckling  animal,  and  the  composition  of  the  body— with  one 
important  exception  to  be  mentioned  hereafter.    The  cells  of  the  body 
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assimilate  from  the  blood  organic  proximate  i^rinciples  representing  so 
much  potential  energy,  which  they  convert  into  kinetic  energy  in  the 
form  of  mental  and  bodily  work. 

Cell  activity,  then,  depends  upon  chemical  action,  and  the  products 
of  cell  activity  are  carbonic  acid,  water,  and  nitrogenous  waste  products, 
of  which  urea  is  by  far  the  most  imjiortant. 

To  restore  to  the  blood  that  which  it  has  given  up  to  the  tissues 
requires  daily  ingestion  of  a  certain  amount  of  food  in  the  form  of  organic 
proximate  principles  :  proteids,  carbohydrates,  fats,  water,  salts  and 
oxygen.  The  proximate  principles  which  enter  into  the  composition  of  the 
human  body  are  composed  of  fourteen  elements,  united  in  various  combina- 
tions to  form  complex  energy-producing  organic  substances  and  simpler 
inorganic  substances — the  latter  incapable  of  producing  energy,  but  still 
essential  for  nutrition,  water  making  up  at  least  two-thirds  of  the  body 
weight.  The  elements  contained  in  the  body,  and  therefore  in  the  blood, 
are  C.H.O.N.S.P.Fe.Na.K.Mg.Ca.Cl.F.Si.  Although  many  of  these 
exist  in  very  small  quantities,  yet  in  all  probability  they  are  essential 
to  the  blood  for  the  proper  nutrition  of  the  cells  of  the  body.  Even 
fluorine,  which  exists  only  in  minutest  traces,  is  essential  to  the  formation 
of  the  teeth  and  bones. 

"  The  law  of  the  minimum  "  holds  as  good  for  the  nutrition  of  the 
human  body  as  it  does  for  agriculture ;  that  is  to  say,  the  food  must 
contain  not  less  than  certain  quantities  of  the  above  elements,  and  in 
such  forms  as  can  be  assimilated.  Iron  is  the  element  of  great  im- 
portance in  connection  Avith  the  function  of  oxygenation  of  the  tissues, 
by  means  of  the  iron-containing  hajmoglobin.  The  iron  in  the  l)ody  of 
an  average-sized  man  is  3  to  5  grammes,  the  greater  part  of  which  is  con- 
tained in  the  blood  in  the  form  of  h;emoglobin  ;  the  rest  is  combined 
with  nucleo-albumins  of  the  tissues.  Bunge  points  out  that  the  ash  of 
a  bitch's  milk  corresponded  with  the  ash  of  the  body  of  the  puppy  in 
every  respect  save  one — there  was  six  times  less  iron.  The  explanation 
of  this  doubtless  lies  in  the  fact  that  the  young  animal  acquires  its  store 
of  iron  during  its  development  in  utero.  The  jDroportional  amount  of  iron 
to  the  weight  of  the  body  is  highest  at  birth,  and  gradually  diminishes 
with  the  development  of  the  animal  during  lactation.  These  facts  may 
explain  the  wonderful  effect  of  small  doses  of  iron  and  cod  liver  oil  on 
the  nutrition  of  ill-nourished,  rickety  infants,  and  the  advisability  of  not 
deferring  weaning  or  not  adhering  too  long  to  a  purely  milk  diet,  but  of 
using  food  which  supplies  more  iron. 

We  obtain  in  our  food  enough  of  all  the  inorganic  salts  save  one — 
sodium  chloride  ;  but  our  diet  is  by  no  means  deficient  even  in  this.  No 
animal  can  live  if  its  food  be  deprived  of  salts.  It  has  been  suggested 
that  as  the  blood  loses  a  large  amount  of  its  inorganic  salts,  and  these  are 
not  replenished  by  the  food,  there  are  no  bases  to  unite  with  the  SO3 
formed  by  the  oxidation  of  the  sulphur  of  the  disintegrated  proteids. 
It  is  probable  that  the  salts  favour  osmotic  changes  by  their  power  of 
diff'usion  ;  and  certain  salts,  especially  sodium  chloride,  plav  an  important 
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part  in  nutritive  exchange  by  holding  in  solution  in  the  blood  and  muscle 
plasma  certain  proteids  of  the  globulin  class.  The  important  part  played 
by  lime  salts  in  the  formation  of  bone  and  by  potash  salts  in  the  tissues 
is  well  known.     {Vide  articles  "Rickets"  and  "Scurvy."] 

Proteids  are  essential  to  restore  to  the  blood  those  proteid  substances 
which  have  been  used  by  the  tissues  for  repairing  waste.  Muscular 
energy  can  be  obtained  from  proteid,  but  normally  it  is  obtained  from 
carbohydrates  and  fat,  a  more  economical  method.  It  has  been 
found,  however,  that  proteids  alone  can  repair  tissue-waste,  and  that  if 
proteids  are  not  contained  in  the  food  in  proper  proportion  the  tissues 
feed  on  themselves.  In  inanition  or  starvation,  on  the  other  hand,  a 
selective  process  seems  to  take  place,  and  the  tissues  which  are  of  the 
least  consecpience  suffer  the  most.  Fat  rapidly  disappears,  muscle  wastes  ; 
so  also  do  many  of  the  glands,  the  spleen,  and  liver,  and  even  the  blood 
itself ;  but  the  circulating  medium  nourishes  the  nervous  system  and 
heart,  so  that  the  master  organs  essential  to  the  life  of  the  individual 
may  be  supported  at  the  expense  of  the  less  important  tissues.  This 
vicarious  nutrition  may  be  considered  as  a  defensive  power  of  the  organ- 
ism to  resist  dissolution  of  the  nervous  system  and  heart. 

Dr.  Barlow  (in  the  Bradshaw  Lecture,  1894)  has  shown  that  condensed 
milk  or  even  sterilised  milk  is  not  an  efficient  substitute  for  the  natural 
food  of  the  suckling  infant,  and  that  infantile  scurvy  may  be  occasioned 
by  their  sole  use.  It  is  a  noteworthy  fact  that  although  animals  can  live 
on  milk  alone,  yet  if  a  mixture  lie  made  of  all  the  supposed  constituents 
of  milk  which,  according  to  the  present  teaching  of  physiology,  are 
necessary  for  the  maintenance  of  the  organism,  the  animals  fed  on  it 
rapidly  die.  Does  milk  then,  besides  carbohydrates,  fat,  proteids,  salts 
and  water,  contain  other  substances  indispensable  to  the  maintenance  of 
life? 

Of  like  importance  in  nutrition  are  certain  phosphorus -containing 
substances  in  the  body,  namely,  a  phosphoretted  fat  termed  lecithin,  indis- 
pensable for  the  constructive  metabolism  of  the  central  nervous  system 
and  red  blood  corpuscles  ;  and  nuclein,  which  consists  of  an  organic 
l^hosphorus- containing  acid,  termed  nucleic  acid,  in  combination  with 
proteid.  The  amount  of  P  varies  in  different  forms  of  nuclein,  as 
the  sulphur  varies  in  amount  in  different  forms  of  proteid.  Niicleic  acid 
contains  C.H.O.N.P  but  no  S.  The  nucleus  of  a  cell  serves  two  functions 
— the  nutritive  and  the  formative ;  it  exercises  a  controlling  influence  on 
the  nutrition  of  the  cell,  and  it  is  in  the  nucleus  that  the  first  evidences 
of  cell-proliferation  are  manifested.  The  essential  portion  of  the  male 
sperm  cell,  namely,  the  head  of  the  spermatozoon,  chemically  consists 
entirely  of  nucleic  acid. 

The  composition  of  cells  is  mainly  spongioplasm  and  hyaloplasm ;  the 
former  is  the  meshwork  in  which  the  latter  more  fluid  protoplasm  is 
contained.  The  spongioplasm  stains  readily,  and  is  therefore  called 
chromatin,  a  body  which  contains  both  P  and  Fe.  Experiments  seem 
to  show  that  the  daily  output  of  uric  acid  is  derived  from  destructive 
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metabolism  of  micleo-albumin.  If  this  represent  the  total  N  derived  from 
the  waste  of  nucleo-albumin,  it  shows  how  very  small  is  the  destruction 
of  the  fixed  framework  of  the  cell  elements,  and  how  carefully  are  these 
highly  complex  organic  bodies  preserved  from  waste.  The  fluid  which 
surrounds  and  bathes  every  cell  of  the  body  is  a  transudation  from  the 
blood  ;  and  it  is  the  property  of  every  anatomical  element  to  take  from 
the  fluid  the  materials  which  it  requires,  to  incorporate  them  for  a  time, 
to  utilise  them  in  various  ways  according  to  its  special  function,  and  to 
give  back  to  the  fluid  various  waste  products  or  bye-products,  the  out- 
come of  its  functional  activity.  There  is  thus  going  on  in  the  cells  a 
continual  and  associated  process  of  recomposition  and  decomposition — of 
constructive  and  destructive  inetaholism — a  nutritive  exchange  essential  to 
all  forms  of  physiological  function,  whether  it  be  of  body  or  mind. 

The  deficient  supply  of  blood  w  deficient  quality  of  the  blood  is,  then,  one  of 
the  causes  of  nutritive  derangement,  and  of  cell-degradation  and  death.  Another 
cause  may  be  the  failure  on  the  part  of  the  organism  to  eliminate  the  ivaste 
products  ivhich  accumulate  in  the  blood,  causing  injury  to  the  cell  elements, 
as  in  uraemia. 

There  is  yet  another  cause  of  defect  of  nutrition  due  to  alteration  of 
the  blood,  which  lies  in  the  interdependence  of  each  and  all  of  the  tissues 
of  the  body  upon  one  another.  No  part  can  be  removed  without  some 
effect  upon  the  rest  of  the  body.  We  may  note,  for  example,  the  pro- 
found effect  on  nutrition  and  on  the  male  character  produced  by  early 
castration  ;  and  recently  various  other  organs  have  been  shown  to 
exercise  a  very  considerable  influence  upon  the  blood  and  tissues  by 
acts  complementary  to  their  special  functional  activity.  I  refer  to  those 
glands  believed  to  have  an  internal  seeretion  passing  into  the  blood 
and  playing  an  important  part  in  metabolism ;  and  I  shall  now  consider 
certain  of  these  functions. 

I.  The  Liver.^ — Minkowski  has  shown  that,  after  extirpation  of  the 
liver  in  birds,  uric  acid  is  in  great  part  replaced  by  ammonia  and  lactic 
acid.  It  is  impossible  to  extirpate  the  liver  in  warm-blooded  animals  ; 
but  Murchison  always  taught  that  nitrogenous  waste  products  of  tissue- 
metabolism  were  converted  by  the  liver  into  urea.  It  is  known  that 
in  acute  yellow  atrophy  leucin  and  tyrosin  appear  in  the  urine.  There  is 
not  the  slightest  doubt  that  urea  is  far  less  poisonous  than  its  ante- 
cedents ;  moreover,  urea  favours  urinary  secretion,  and  may  l^e  considered 
a  physiological  diuretic.  The  experiments  of  Hahn,  Masson,  Pawlow,  and 
Nencki  have  shown  that  in  dogs  carbamate  of  ammonia  may  be  made  to 
accumulate  in  the  urine,  that  it  is  highly  poisonous,  and  that  it  arises 
from  tissue  metabolism  and  disintegration.  They  also  found  that  the 
injection  of  sodic  carbamate  into  the  circulation  of  dogs  Avas  poisonous 
only  to  those  animals  in  which  the  portal  current  had  been  diverted  into 
the  vena  cava,  the  portal  A'ein  ligatured,  and  the  liver  thus  thrown  out  of 
action  (fistula  of  Eck).  This  suggests  that  the  carbamate  of  ammonia  is 
converted  into  urea  by  the  liver.  When  the  hepatic  artery  is  simul- 
'  As  this  is  mo.stlj'  new  work  the  names  of  the  observers  will  be  mentioned  in  the  text. 
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taneously  ligatured  there  is  a  great  increase  of  carbamate  of  ammonia. 
It  has  been  shown  that  small  quantities  of  this  salt  exist  in  the  blood, 
and  animals  in  which  the  liver  is  normal  suffer  no  ill  effects  from  its 
injection ;  whereas  those  in  which  the  liver  has  been  put  out  of  action 
die  of  peculiar  nervous  phenomena.  These  observers  think  the  intoxi- 
cation of  the  organism  by  the  products  of  cellular  activity  is  a  complex 
process,  and  that  their  experiments  show  that  one  function  of  the  liver 
is  to  destroy  and  transform  poisons  arising  in  the  organism  from 
cellular  activity.  Their  long  series  of  experiments  indicate  that  the 
liver  protects  the  organism  from  poisoning  by  the  products  of  its  own 
cellular  activity ;  and  they  make  it  probable  that  certain  complications 
arising  in  hepatic  insufficiency  of  various  kinds  are  due  to  carbamate  of 
ammonia.  It  is  probable,  however,  that  this  is  one  only  of  many  nitro- 
genous antecedents  of  urea. 

The  liver,  again,  standing  as  a  safeguard  between  the  portal  and 
general  circulations,  protects  the  body  from  the  influence  of  toxic  sub- 
stances produced  by  the  alimentary  canal  or  taken  into  it.  The  researches 
of  M.  Bouchard  have  proved  that,  for  the  same  quantity  of  nitrogen,  urea 
is  forty  times  less  poisonous  than  ammoniacal  salts ;  and  in  his  recent 
work  on  Auto-intoxication  he  has  demonstrated  that  this  function  of  the 
liver  diminishes  in  an  enormous  proportion  the  toxicity  of  the  waste 
products. 

II.  The  Pancreas. — Eecent  researches  and  clinical  observations  have 
shown  that  this  organ,  besides  its  digestive  functions,  discharges  into  the 
blood  certain  products  without  which  the  organism  is  incapable  of  utilising 
the  glucose  normally  contained  in  the  blood ;  hence  this  accumulates  and 
gives  rise  to  glycosuria  or  pancreatic  diabetes.  Von  Mering  and  Min- 
kowski have  proved  that  animals  from  which  the  pancreas  has  been 
completely  extirpated  become  glycosuric.  Lancereaux  and  other  clinicians 
had  previously  called  attention  to  lesions  of  the  pancreas  in  association 
with  diabetes.  But  the  trouble  does  not  seem  to  come  from  the  accumu- 
lation in  the  organism  of  a  poisonous  substance,  for  no  eff'ect  is  produced 
on  a  healthy  dog  by  injecting  into  its  system  the  blood  of  an  animal 
which  has  become  diabetic  by  extirpation  of  the  pancreas.  Gley 
succeeded  in  tying  all  the  veins  of  the  pancreas  and  produced 
glycosuria ;  and  other  experiments  seem  to  show  that  the  pancreas  has 
normally  a  function  of  elaborating  and  turning  into  the  blood  a  glycolytic 
ferment,  necessary  to  enable  the  tissues  to  utilise  the  sugar  contained  in 
it.  Complete  extirpation  of  the  pancreas  (like  complete  extirpation  of 
the  thyroid)  must  be  attained  in  order  that  the  sugar  may  thus  accumu- 
late in  the  blood. 

III.  The  Thyroid  Body. — As  early  as  1856  Schiff  proved  that  dogs 
in  which  he  had  completely  extirpated  the  thyroid  gland,  presented 
numerous  troubles  and  alterations  of  nutrition  analogous  to  those 
observed  in  man  after  thyroidectomy.  He  put  forward  the  hypothesis 
that  the  thyroid  elaborated  a  substance  which  passed  into  the  circulation, 
and  which  played  an  important  role  in  the  nutrition  of  the  nervous 
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system.  This  has  since  been  verified  experimentally  and  clinically. 
[Vide  ajvt.  " Myxcedema."] 

IV.  The  Pituitary  Body. — Experiments  by  Gley  have  shown  that  in 
a  rabbit  which  had  survived  thyroidectomy,  destruction  of  the  hypo- 
physis cerebri  would  lead  to  trophic  troubles  similar  to  those  produced 
in  the  dog  by  total  extirpation  of  the  thyroid.  [_Vide  article  "  Acromegaly," 
a  peculiar  hypertrophy  associated  with  disease  of  pituitary  body.] 

V.  The  Suprarenal  Capsules. — Addison  pointed  out  a  peculiar  pig- 
mentation of  the  skin  associated  Avith  caseous  degeneration  of  these 
glands.  Brown-Sequard  has  shown  that  extirpation  caused  great  dis- 
turbances of  nutrition,  often  followed  by  death.  In  all  cases  of  ablation 
of  these  organs  there  is  accumulation  of  pigment  in  the  blood,  and  also, 
according  to  the  researches  of  Abelous  and  Langlois,  of  poisonous  pro- 
ducts of  unknown  nature.  Schafer  and  Oliver  have  lately  shown  that 
injection  of  suj^rarenal  extract  into  the  circulation  of  animals  is  followed 
by  an  enormous  rise  of  blood-pressure.  They  have  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  the  medullary  portion  of  the  gland  secretes  a  material  Avhich 
increases  the  tone  of  all  muscle  tissue,  especially  of  the  heart  and 
arteries. 

Bradford's  experiments  also  show  that  the  lidneys,  besides  the  functions 
of  elimination  of  waste  products,  possess  another  concei'ned  Avith  the 
metabolism  of  the  tissues  [vide  article  "  Gen.  Path.  Dis.  of  Kidneys "]. 
2Vie  spleen,  in  contradistinction  to  the  above-mentioned  organs,  can  be 
removed  without  producing  any  notable  physiological  effect  beyond  com- 
pensatory hypertrophy  of  the  lymphatic  glands. 

Influence  of  the  Nepvous  System  upon  Nutrition. — The  influence  of 
the  mind  upon  the  nutrition  of  the  body  is  well  known  :  anxiety,  mental 
strain,  with  associated  insomnia,  are  followed  by  lowered  nutrition  and 
general  wasting  of  the  body.  Many  neuroses — such  as  hysteria,  epilepsy 
and  insanity — are  associated  with  failure  of  luitrition  and  general  wasting 
of  the  body ;  and  this  condition  also  obtains  in  certain  cases  of  nervous 
exhaustion  in  highly  intellectual  persons.  Improvement  of  the  nutrition 
of  the  body  is  often  followed  by  improvement  of  the  mental  state,  as  in 
mania,  melancholia,  hysteria  and  neiu'asthenia. 

The  question  before  us,  however,  is  not  whether  derangement  of  the 
nervous  system  may  prevent  assimilation,  but  whether  the  nervous 
system  exercises  a  direct  trophic  influence  upon  the  tissues  1  We  have 
undoubted  proof  within  the  nervous  system  that  nerve -cells  exercise 
a  trophic  influence  upon  nerve-fibres ;  but  are  there  nerve-fibres  which 
can  modify  the  "  nutritive  exchanges  "  of  the  cells  independently  of  the 
vascular  or  other  known  changes  1  In  reply  I  shall  treat  of  the  experi- 
mental data,  reserving  clinical  incidents  for  the  articles  Hypertrophy, 
Atrophy  and  Necrosis. 

Intracranial  section  of  the  fifth  nerve  joroduces  inflammation  of  the 
eye,  ulceration  of  the  cornea,  and  suppuration  and  destruction  of  the 
eyeball  of  the  same  side  ;  but  it  is  asserted  that  these  accidents  do  not 
occur  if  the  eyelids  are  sewn  together,  and  the  delicate  surfaces  of  the 
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conjunctiva  and  cornea  thus  protected  from  the  injury  of  foreign  bodies, 
especially  microbes.^ 

Section  of  the  cervical  sympathetic  is  said  to  produce  in  a  young 
rabbit  an  increased  growth  of  the'  ear ;  section  of  the  facial  nerve  to 
produce  an  increase  in  size  of  the  maxillary  bones  :  doubtless  in  both 
cases  the  results  are  due  to  increased  vascularity,  and  consequent 
increased  nutrition  of  those  parts.  ' 

Section  of  the  anterior  roots  or  motor  nerves  offers  perhaps  the  best 
evidence  of  trophic  influence,  for  the  wasting  of  the  muscles  is  then 
much  more  rapid  and  extensive  than  disuse  of  the  muscles  would 
produce ;  and  it  is  attended  by  electrical  changes  with  "  reaction  of 
degeneration."  Some  physiologists  object  that  the  effects  may  be  due 
to  disuse,  irritation,  or  vascular  changes ;  but  in  my  opinion  they  are  a 
proof  of  direct  trophic  influence,  for  Professor  Sherrington  and  I  have 
produced  complete  disuse  of  the  muscles  of  the  limb  by  section  of  all 
the  posterior  afferent  roots  of  a  limb — the  anterior  motor  roots  being  left 
intact.  Animals  kept  alive  three  months  had  never  been  seen  since  the 
operation  to  use  the  hand  or  foot  of  the  limb  thus  deprived  of  sensation, 
yet  on  stimulation  of  the  cortical  centre  or  of  the  nerve  presiding 
over  these  muscles,  a  contraction  was  obtained  even  more  readily  than 
on  the  sound  side.  Certainly  the  assumption  of  a  direct  trophic  influence 
of  the  nervous  system  upon  the  cells  and  tissues  of  the  body  helps  us 
to  explain  many  important  clinical  phenomena ;  but  it  cannot  be  asserted 
that  the  clinical  facts  afford  indisputable  proof  of  the  existence  of  inde- 
pendent trophic  nerve  fibres. 

The  Acquired  or  Inherited  Specifie  Properties  of  the  Blood  and 
Tissues. — On  the  failure  of  nutrition  in  wasting  diseases  such  as  phthisis, 
cancer,  infectious  diseases,  the  reader  is  referred  to  special  articles  ;  so 
also  on  the  effects  of  poisons  such  as  lead,  alcohol  and  phosphorus. 

The  "  durability  of  life  "  of  the  cells  of  each  and  all  the  tissues  of  the 
body  depends  largely  upon  specific  inherited  properties  of  longevity.  It 
may  happen  that  all  the  organs  of  the  body  possess  an  inherited 
longevity,  that  if  environment  be  favourable  all  the  tissues  will  pass 
through  all  the  stages  of  growth  and  natural  decay,  terminating  in 
gradual  dissolution ;  and  the  organism  pass  out  of  the  world  as  un- 
conscious of  death  as  of  birth.  .  On  the  other  hand,  there  may  be 
an  inherited  defect  in  the  "  make  up  "  of  one  particular  tissue,  rendering 
it  susceptible  to  disease  and  degeneration.  Should  such  a  tissue  be 
endowed  Avith  an  important  function  which  cannot  be  assumed  by  another 
tissue,  then  the  whole  of  the  tissues  of  the  body  would  suffer  either  from 

1  Professors  Goltz  and  Ewald  showed  (at  the  International  Physiological  Congress  held  at 
Berne  1895)  a  dog  in  which  the  spinal  cord  from  the  last  cervical  segment  downwards  had 
been  removed.  The  muscles  of  the  bladder  and  rectum  preserved  their  tonus,  and  there 
were  no  trophic  changes  in  the  skin,  hair,  and  nails  ;  but  of  course  all  the  striped  muscles 
of  the  lower  limbs  had  completely  wasted.  Inasmuch  as  the  spinal  ganglia  and  sympathetic 
ganglia  had  not  been  destroj^ed,  it  may  be  inferred  that  the  absence  of  changes  in  the  skin 
and  api^endages  depended  upon  integrity  of  the  former,  and  the  preservation  of  the  smooth 
muscle  fibres  of  the  viscera  on  the  integrity  of  the  latter. 
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the  effects  of  mal-assimilation  or  non-removal  of  the  waste  products ;  and 
the  local  disease  would  then  cause  a  derangement  of  nutrition  of  the 
whole  organism  and  perhaps  a  general  dissolution. 
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Progressive  and  General  Failure  of  Nutrition 

General  arrest  of  nutrition  of  the  tissues  of  the  body  will  produce 
somatic  death.  General  wasting  or  inanition  may  arise  from  diseases  such 
as  cancer  or  stricture  of  the  oesophagus ;  destruction  of  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  stomach  by  corrosive  fluids  or  disease ;  uncontrollable 
vomiting  and  hysterical  anorexia ;  pressure  of  growths  upon  the  thoracic 
duct ;  cancer  of  the  pyloric  end  of  the  stomach,  and  cancer  of  the  pan- 
creas. Whether  cancer  produces  its  characteristic  cachexia  by  interfering 
with  digestion  and  assimilation,  or  whether  some  products  escape  from 
the  growth  into  the  blood,  or  some  substance  is  taken  from  the  blood 
by  the  growth,  thus  altering  its  composition,  is  at  present  matter  of 
speculation ;  but  certainly  the  sai'comata,  which  are  of  mesoblastic 
origin,  do  not  produce  the  same  marked  effect  upon  nutrition  as  car- 
cinomata. 

There  are  a  number  of  diseases  which  produce  general  wasting  by 
increased  destructive  metabolism  accompanied  by  fever,  by  haemorrhages, 
or  by  exhaustive  discharges  from  the  body,  in  none  of  which  the  process 
of  repair  is  adequate,  and  a  progressive  failure  of  nutrition  ensues ; 
such  are  fevers,  phthisis,  diabetes,  prolonged  suppuration,  dysentery  and 
albuminuria. 

General  wasting  from  exhaustiA^e  diseases  is  always  attended  by  a 
certain  amount  of  tissue  metamorphosis  and  degeneration,  as  in  coagu- 
lation necrosis,  hyaline  degeneration,  fatty  degeneration,  lardaceous 
degeneration,  etc., — the  location  of  the  tissue  change  depending  upon 
the  nature  of  the  disease  and  the  ability  of  the  organ  or  tissue  under 
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abnormal  conditions  of  nutrition  to  maintain  the  equilibrium  Ijetween 
repair  and  waste. 

In  general  wasting  of  the  l)ody  from  starvation  the  various  tissues 
are  affected  unequally  :  97  per  cent  of  the  fat  is  lost,  30  per  cent  of  the 
muscle,  28  per  cent  of  the  blood,  and  of  the  heart  only  2  per  cent. 
Wilks  and  Moxon  point  out  that  in  cancer  the  heart  usually  wastes  very 
much,  in  one  case  being  reduced  to  4  oz. ;  whereas  in  phthisis  it  does 
not  atrophy,  although  there  may  be  extreme  emaciation  of  the  body. 
Perhaps  in  the  former  it  is  partly  disuse- atrophy,  owing  to  the  pro- 
gressive diminution  of  the  amount  of  blood  and  tissue. 

In  old  age  there  is  a  gradual  wasting  of  all  the  tissues  of  the  l)ody 
(the  heart  sometimes  excepted).  There  may  be  a  simple  atrophy  of  cell 
elements  without  structural  modification,  due  to  a  lowering  of  the  vital 
activities  of  all  the  tissues,  or  various  degenerative  processes  common  to 
senile  decay. 

Eetrogressive  Disturbances  of  Nutrition 

A.  Necrosis  op  Tissue  Death. — Necrosis  of  a  tissue  may  be  partial 
or  complete.  The  essential  specialised  cells  of  an  organ  or  tissue  may 
die,  while  the  mechanical  supporting  tissues  remain  and  undergo  pro- 
liferation. Since  the  former  cannot  regenerate,  the  latter  fill  up  the 
gap.  If  tissue  death  or  necrosis  occur  in  situations  favourable  to  the 
presence  or  introduction  of  micro-organisms,  then  we  have  no  longer  an 
aseptic,  but  a  septic  necrosis,  or  gangrene  ;  of  this  there  are  two  varieties, 
moist  or  spreading,  and  dry.  In  the  former  the  conditions  are  favourable 
to  the  growth  and  spread  of  the  putrefactive  microbes,  in  the  latter  they 
are  not ;  hence  the  process  is  usually  limited  by  a  "  line  of  demarcation." 

Causes  and  Pathogeny 

Traumatic. — (1)  Mechanical  injury,  such  as  violent  contusions  or 
tight  bandaging.  (2)  Heat  and  cold.  (3)  Chemical,  such  as  strong 
corrosives,  acid  or  alkaline.  (4)  Electricity.  These  causes  produce 
complete  death  of  the  tissue  as  a  rule,  and  are,  at  any  rate  at  the  onset, 
aseptic. 

Mechanical  injury  produces  death  of  the  tissue  by  inducing  blood 
stasis,  and  by  its  direct  effect  upon  the  tissue  elements. 

Heat  produces  death  by  coagulation  ;  several  very  important  albumin- 
ous substances,  for  example,  myosinogen  and  fibrinogen,  are  coagulated 
at  56^  C.  This  would  indicate  that  the  tissues  and  fluids  of  the  body 
exposed  to  this  temperatui'e  would  solidify,  and  thus  inevitably  be  killed. 
Temperatures  below  16°-18°  C.  destroy  living  protoplasm;  the  nature 
of  the  tissue  and  the  period  of  time  to  which  it  is  exposed  to  abnormal 
conditions  of  temperature  will  determine  Avhether  it  can  l^e  restored  to 
functional  activity. 

Corrosive  Fluids. — Strong  acids  produce  immediate  death  by  coagula- 
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Hon  of  the  blood  and  tissues.  Strong  alkalies  disorganise  the  tissues  by 
liquefaction,  producing  a  soft  eschar. 

Eledroh/sif!. — At  the  negative  pole  the  eschar  is  soft  and  resembles 
the  destruction  produced  by  alkalies,  whereas  at  the  positive  pole  the 
eschar  is  dry,  yellowish,  and  similar  to  the  effect  produced  by  acids. 

B.  Necrosis  by  Distupbanee  of  the  Circulation. — All  causes  which 
bring  about  stasis  of  the  blood  in  the  capillaries,  such  as  inflammation, 
pressure,  haemorrhage,  or  blocking  of  the  venous  outflow  of  a  part,  will 
cause  necrosis  Ijy  arrest  of  nutrition.  Again,  if  the  arterial  supply  of  a 
part  be  cut  off  by  ligature,  embolism,  thrombosis,  or  slow  degeneration 
and  obliteration  of  the  vessel,  ansemic  necrosis  results.  The  arrest  of  the 
circulation  need  not  be  permanent ;  it  suffices  if  it  persist  a  certain  time. 
The  more  highly  specialised  a  tissue  the  briefer  its  vitality  when  deprived 
of  blood.  The  gray  matter  of  the  central  nervous  system,  the  epithelium 
of  the  intestine  and  the  kidneys,  can  live  but  a  short  time  (one  to  two 
hours,  Cohnheim)  without  their  blood-sujjply.  So  if  one  of  the  above 
causes  should  lead  to  anaemia  of  a  sj^ecialised  tissue,  death  of  the  specialised 
cell-elements  has  generally  occurred  before  the  circulation  can  be  re- 
established. This  is  particularly  liable  to  happen  in  organs  having 
terminal  arteries  [vide  arts.  "Thrombosis,"  " Acute  Perforating  Ulcer  of 
Stomach  and  Duodenum "].  Direct  injury,  if  severe,  produces  tissue- 
necrosis  by  complete  arrest  of  nutrition  of  a  part ;  but  those  remoter 
causes  which  consist  in  the  weak  defence  of  the  organism  against  injury, 
although  subsidiary,  are  quite  as  important.  Thus  comparatively 
trivial  immediate  causes  may  produce  a  spreading  necrosis  and  circulatory 
disturbances  of  nutrition,  which  in  a  healthy  individual  coidd  easily  be 
overcome.    The  predisposing  causes  are  : — 

(a)  Disturbances  of  Innervation. — We  have  argued  that  division  of  the 
fifth  nerve  proves  no  more  than  that  the  loss  of  innervation  of  the  cornea 
causes  sloughing,  by  abolishing  the  reflex  defensive  mechanism  of  the 
tissue  against  microbes.  Section  of  the  posterior  roots  in  monkeys  pro- 
duces sores  upon  the  feet,  but  section  of  an  equal  number  of  roots  supply- 
ing the  upper  limb  produces  no  sores  upon  the  hands ;  the  hand  is  not 
sulijected  to  the  same  direct  injurious  influences  of  jJressure  and  microbic 
infection.  Charcot  maintained  that  acute  decubitus  occurring  upon  the 
buttock  of  the  paralysed  side  in  some  cases  of  apoplectic  hemiplegia  was 
a  proof  of  the  existence  of  direct  trophic  influence.  He  stated  that  Avhen 
certain  patients  had  only  lain  on  the  non-paralysed  side,  and  every  pre- 
caution had  been  taken  about  the  urine  and  f;ieces,  yet  within  some  hours 
or  days  a  purplish  erythematous  rash  might  appear,  and  bullie  form  and 
burst,  leaving  a  red,  sore  surface  followed  by  an  eschar  and  usually  by 
sloughing  out  of  the  mortified  part.  Local  infection  may  then  ensue  and 
become  general.  In  acute  myelitis  the  bed-sores  occur  over  the  sacrum 
and  heels.  D^jerine  and  Leloir,  also  Pitres  and  Vaillard  have  shown 
that  changes  in  the  peripheral  nerves  often  occur  in  cases  of  hemiplegia 
Avith  acute  bed-sores. 

Trophic  changes  occur  in  Morvan's  disease  and  syringomyelia  ;  of 
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the  former  painless  whitloAvs  are  an  essential  feature.  The  perfoi'ating 
ulcer  of  locomotor  ataxy  is  another  example  of  tissue-necrosis  due  to 
changes  in  the  peripheral  sensory  nerves.  Herpes  has  been  observed  as 
a  complication  of  gangrene.  Whatever  view  be  taken  of  the  existence  of 
trophic  nerves,  the  important  fact  remains  that  disturbances  of  the  normal 
nervous  influences,  vaso-motor  and  sensory,  of  the  skin  directly  modify 
the  luitrition  of  the  jjarts,  and  interfere  with  the  defensive  action  of  the 
organism  against  microbic  invasion. 

Raynaud's  disease  is  a  local  asphyxia  which  is  often  followed  by 
symmetrical  dry  gangrene  of  the  extremities.  The  observer  after  whom 
the  disease  is  named  considered  it  to  be  due  to  constriction  of  the  small 
arteries  owing  to  vaso-motor  spasm.  A  number  of  cases,  however,  have 
been  brought  forward  showing  endarteritis  obliterans.  \Vich  art. 
"Raynaud's  Disease."]  It  is  possible  also  that  acute  perforating  i;lccr  of 
the  stomach  may  be  induced  by  reflex  vaso-motor  spasm. 

Lowered  Vitality  of  the  Tissues. — Age  is  relative ;  the  reaction 
of  cells  is  partially  dependent  upon  inherited  specific  jjroperties  and 
partially  upon  present  conditions  of  nutrition.  Premature  decay  of  tissue 
may  be  inherited  or  acquired,  and  death  ensues  as  soon  as  the  vital  energy 
is  unable  to  cope  with  the  antagonistic  influences  of  its  environment. 
Senile  decay  and  death,  however,  come  sooner  or  later  to  the  healthiest 
tissues  in  the  most  favourable  surroundings ;  it  comes  when  the  original 
vital  capacity  is  exhausted,  when  the  mainspring  of  life  is  worn  out. 
Whether,  then,  the  lowered  vitality  of  the  tissues  be  premature  or  natural, 
the  tendency  to  necrosis  and  ga,ngrene  is  much  greater  when  an  im- 
mediate cause  exists,  such  as  direct  injury  or  disturbance  of  nutrition. 
Many  diseases  are  specially  liable  to  be  followed  by  gangrene  and  bed- 
sores. Gangrene  of  the  scrotinn,  penis,  and  even  of  the  nose,  has  been 
known  to  occur  in  cholera  (Fagge).  In  typhoid  fever,  Liebermeister 
points  out  that  gangrene  and  necrosis  of  bone  may  occur ;  chanci'es  may 
lead  to  spreading  gangrene,  and  gonorrhoea  to  sloughing  of  the  penis. 
Bed-sores  are  very  apt  to  arise  even  during  convalescence.  During  and 
following  typhus  fever  gangrene  is  not  infrequent,  and  noma  of  the 
cheek  and  vulva  is  not  uncommon  after  measles.  Gangrenous  dermatitis 
occasionally  occurs  in  ill  -  nourished,  tuberculous  or  syphilitic  children 
\_mde  arts.  "  Varicella,"  "  Vaccinia  "].  All  these  consequences  are  due  to 
lowered  vital  resistance  engendered  by  the  disease,  to  lowered  defence 
of  the  tissues  against  microbic  infection  and  multiplication,  so  that 
microbes  gaining  entrance  to  the  tissue  firrd  a  suitable  soil  for  develop- 
ment. 

Gangrene  of  the  Lung  [vide  art.  "Lung  "] ;  Gangrene  of  Extremities  [vide 
"  Diabetes  "].    See  also  Phagedcena  Tropica. 

The  entrance  of  certain  poisons  into  the  blood — for  example,  ergot  of 
rye,  anthrax,  snake  poison,  plague  micro-organisms — is  followed  by  necrosis. 
With  regard  to  ergot  it  has  been  supposed  that  this  is  diie  to  constric- 
tion of  the  small  arterioles  by  the  poison  ;  l)ut  instead  of  the  arterial 
pressur'e  being  increased,  it  is  diminished.     No  doubt  many  factors  are 
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at  work  in  the  gangrene  of  ergotism.  Acute  necrosis  of  the  jaw  in 
phosphorus  poisoning  may  also  be  mentioned. 

Secondary  Gangrenes. — The  presence  of  gangrene  in  one  part  of  the 
body  may  be  followed  by  secondary  foci  elsewhere.  They  generally  appear 
in  the  lung  conveyed  by  an  embolic  process.  It  is  obvious  that  the 
parts  most  open  to  infection  by  the  microbes  present  in  the  environ- 
ment are  most  liable  to  a  gangrenous  inflammation.  Therefore  gangrene 
especially  occurs  when  the  jjarts  affected  are  in  I'elation  to  the  alimentary 
canal,  the  I'espiratory  ti'act,  and  the  external  skin.  It  only  occurs 
in  the  nervous  'system  in  cases  where  profound  infective  ulceration 
has  penetrated  the  dura  mater.  It  hardly  ever  occurs  in  the  liver, 
spleen,  kidneys  or  bones  :  it  generally  spreads,  but  its  progress  may  be 
arrested  by  antiseptics  and  the  actual  cautery.  Eschars  produced  by 
physical  or  chemical  agents  in  healthy  people  do  not  spread,  as  a  rule, 
because  the  tissues  are  destroyed  or  form  an  unsuitable  soil  for  the 
development  of  micro-organisms. 


Morbid  Anatomy  and  Pathology  of  the  Different  Forms 

OF  Necrosis 

1.  Coagulation  Necrosis. — Weigert  has  shown  that  when  a  part  of 
the  body  rich  in  protoplasm  dies,  it  usually  undergoes  coagulation 
necrosis.  In  order  that  coagulation  may  take  place  a  coagulable 
material  must  be  present.  In  all  parenchymatous  tissues,  except  the 
brain,  the  intercellular  fluid  is  coagulable  lymph.  When  cells  die  from 
arrest  of  luitrition,  as  in  embolism  and  thrombosis,  the  first  evidence  of 
death  is  a  change  in  the  appearance  of  the  nucleus  and  chromatic  sub- 
stance :  when  the  organ  has  l)een  washed  free  from  l)lood  by  normal 
saline  solution  there  are  practically  no  naked  eye  appearances  of  a  recent 
infarct ;  but  examined  microscopically  it  is  found  that  the  cells  or  cellulai' 
structures  do  not  stain  with  htematoxylon,  and  that  the  luiclei  have  either 
altered  in  appearance  or  disappeared.  Hallil)urton  has  shown  that  he 
can  prepare  from  many  tissues  a  nucleo-allmminous  substance,  which 
rapidly  brings  about  coagulation  of  blood  or  lymph.  The  cells  deprived 
of  nutrition  die,  liberating  a  luicleo-albuminous  material,  and  this  reacting 
upon  the  coagulal^le  lymph  that  has  penetrated  from  without,  produces  a 
coagulation  Avithin  the  cell.  Cohnheim,  who  ga^  e  the  name  of  coagulation 
necrosis  to  this  necrotic  change,  considered  it  to  be  due  to  the  interaction 
of  the  fil)iino-plastin  and  fibrinogen.  The  process  of  arrest  of  luitrition 
must  not  be  too  protracted,  oi'  degenerative  processes,  such  as  fatty  change, 
may  ensue  and  render  the  process  of  coagulation  impossible.  The  proto- 
plasm of  the  cells  which  have  undergone  coagulation  necrosis  somewhat 
resembles  coagulated  fibrin  in  appearance.  Often  small,  transj^arent, 
hyaline  masses  are  seen,  and  sometimes  the  cells  have  a  homogeneous 
appearance.  The  nucleus  may  be  indistinct,  absent,  swollen  up,  finely 
granular,  or  confused  with  the  contents  of  the  cell.    Later  the  products  of 
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necrosis  disintegrate  and  are  absorbed.  According  to  AVeigert,  these 
appearances  are  found  in  white  infarcts,  atheroma,  caseous  degeneration 
of  tumours  and  glands,  waxy  degeneration  of  muscle,  and  the  superficial 
necrosis  of  the  tissues  in  diphtheria. 

Waxy  degeneration  of  muscle  (Zenker)  is  an  example  of  coagulation 
necrosis.  After  death  muscle  fibre  invariably  coagulates,  but  preserves 
its  striation.  Under  various  pathological  conditions,  such  as  continued 
fevei-,  certain  muscles  (for  example,  rectus  abdominis)  undergo  a  peculiar 
change.  To  the  naked  eye  the  fibres  appear  dull  and  semi-opaque  ;  micro- 
scopically they  are  found  to  have  lost  their  striated  appearance,  the 
contents  of  the  sarcolemma  are  broken  up  into  lustrous  homogeneous 
lumps,  and  between  the  fibres  there  is  a  proliferation  of  the  connective 
tissue  cells. 

2.  Colliquative  Necrosis. — Sometimes  the  dead  tissue  elements  are  in- 
filtrated with  a  serous  effusion,  and  then  undergo  liquefaction.  In  a  burn 
the  cells  are  killed  by  the  action  of  the  heat,  and  with  them  the  ferment 
that  would  produce  coagulation  of  the  transudation  of  the  blood.  The 
dead  cells  absorb  the  fluid  and  swell  up,  forming  a  vesicle  ;  or,  if  the 
blood  be  coagulated  in  the  vessels,  non-coagulable  serum  will  escape  and 
produce  liquefaction  of  the  tissues.  CoUiquation  may  follow  upon 
coagulation.  In  croupous  pneumonia  the  liquefaction  of  the  coagulated 
products  is  probably  owing  to  the  action  of  organised  ferments; 
Thrombi  also  break  down  and  liquefy.  In  the  brain  colliquative  necrosis 
occurs  as  the  resiilt  of  vascular  occlusion ;  the  tissues  undergo  softening 
and  are  rapidly  destroyed.  The  cerebro-spinal  fluid,  which  probably 
represents  the  lymph  of  the  central  nervous  system,  is  a  non-coagulable 
fluid.  Hence  liquefaction  instead  of  coagulation  of  the  tissues  results, 
and  the  final  part  of  the  process  may  be  the  formation  of  a  cyst  or 
cicatrix. 

3.  Fat  Necrosis.  —  Balzer  first  described  this  condition  in  the 
pancreas  and  surrounding  mesentery.  Fitz  has  shown  that  it  is  con- 
nected with  acute  pancreatitis.  Whether  it  be  due  to  a  change  pro- 
duced by  the  steapsin  on  the  fat  and  to  the  extension  of  inflammation 
from  the  pancreas,  or,  as  RoUeston  suggests,  trophic  in  origin  and  due  to 
disturbance  of  the  abdominal  sympathetic,  is  not  decided ;  but  I  am  of 
opinion,  from  two  cases  which  I  have  recently  seen  of  acute  pancreatitis 
with  fat  necrosis,  that  the  process  is  due  to  infective  micro-organisms. 

4.  Caseation  or  Tyrosis  is  a  mode  of  termination  of  necrosis. 

5.  Gangrene  or  Septic  Necrosis,  of  whatever  form,  is  preceded  or 
accompanied  by  abnormal  sensations  in  the  part.  It  may  be  coldness  or 
a  dull  aching,  not  unfrequently  severely  lancinating  or  burning.  When 
the  integument  is  involved  the  pain  is  more  intense,  and  when  an  in- 
ternal organ  is  affected  it  may  be  absent. 

Varieties  of  Gangrene. — Dry — or  mummification.  Spontaneous  gan- 
grene is  very  liable  to  occur  in  old  people  with  atheromatous  or  calcified 
arteries.  It  is  limited  in  extent  and  chronic  in  progress.  Several  causes 
usually  combine  to  bring  about  the  morbid  process  :  of  these  are  enfeebled 
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circulation,  due  to  cardiac  failure  in  a  remote  and  dependent  part  of  the 
body,  as  the  toes  or  foot,  rarely  the  fingers  ;  and  the  diseased  condition  of 
the  arterial  wall,  by  which  a  gradually  extending  thrombosis  is  favoured. 
The  thrombus  may  extend  as  far  as  the  popliteal  artery,  and  yet  the 
gangrene  be  limited  to  the  toes  or  a  portion  of  the  foot.  Stasis  in  the 
arteries  and  capillaries  of  the  part,  due  to  feebleness  of  propulsion,  pro- 
duces the  gangrene  ;  and  this  stasis  may  be  determined  by  slight  injury 
or  abrasion,  the  cutting  of  a  corn,  or  any  such  cause  of  local  inflamma- 
tion. Putrefactive  organisms  may  be  present  in  the  skin,  but  they 
require  moisture  to  develop  in  the  tissues :  this  they  do  not  get, 
because  it  evaporates  from  the  surface,  especially  when  the  skin  separates 
and  i^eels  oft'.  As  putrefaction  cannot  take  place  there  is  little  or  no 
odour  in  this  form  of  gangrene.  Frost-bite  and  ergotism  lead  to  mummi- 
fication, and  a  physiological  example  of  the  process  is  the  necrosis  of  the 
vunbilical  cord.  The  affected  part  is  generally  livid,  owing  to  the  contained 
blood,  and  the  changes  in  colour  are  due  to  its  alteration  :  it  becomes 
withered,  black  and  dry  because  no  more  fluid  reaches  the  part,  and  the 
remainder  evaporates.  An  inflammatory  zone — the  line  of  demarcation 
— separates  the  dead  part  from  the  healthy.  Occasionally  dry  gangrene 
may  go  on  to  moist  gangrene ;  the  latter  is  a  necrosis  accompanied 
by  putrefaction,  and  is  especially  apt  to  occur  in  situations  which  are  in 
direct  or  indirect  communication  with  the  air,  for  example,  in  the  lungs, 
the  alimentary  canal,  or  the  integuments.  When  septic  micro-organisms 
reach  a  necrotic  part  rich  in  blood,  or  other  fluid,  decomposition  rapidly 
sets  in,  and  changes  occur  in  the  colour  of  the  part,  which  assumes  a 
l)luish,  livid  appearance ;  the  epidermis  is  frequently  raised  into  bullae 
and  Ijlebs,  and  a  very  foul  odour  arises,  due  to  the  formation  of  various 
gases  which  sometimes  produce  emphysema. 

One  form  of  gangrene,  tlie  acute  spreuding,  is  due  to  a  specific  micro- 
organism. The  tissues  undergo  destruction  unequally  :  the  blood  and 
softer  tissues  are  first  broken  up ;  and,  if  examined  microscopically, 
broken-up  blood  corpuscles  are  found,  colouring  the  part,  and  undergoing 
transformation  into  granular  pigmentary  derivatives  of  hjemoglolnn.  The 
cell-nuclei  disappear,  and  the  protoj^lasm  is  turbid  and  breaking  up  into 
granules.  Muscle  fibres  lose  their  striation,  and  the  sarcolemma  contains 
only  fatty  and  graiuilar  matters.  The  connective  tissue  fibres,  owing  to 
the  swelling  up  of  the  interfibrillary  substance,  break  up  into  their 
primitive  fibrillae. 

Nerves,  owing  to  their  fibrous  tissue  sheaths,  resist  dissolution  much 
longer  than  muscles  ;  but  the  nerve  fibres  themselves  at  a  \evy  early 
period  undergo  changes  in  the  myelin  sheath  similar  to  degeneration. 
Among  the  chemical  products  of  decomposition  are  large  quantities  of 
fat  which  arise  even  in  tissues  where  there  is  no  fat,  such  as  the  lung. 
Fatty  acids — caproic,  caprylic,  butyric,  valerianic — are  formed  to  which, 
and  to  ammonium  sulphide  and  hydrogen  sulphide,  the  foul  odour 
is  in  great  measure  due.  Microscopic  examination  of  the  dirty  gray, 
grayish  black,  or  yellowish  gray  semi-fluid  mass  into  which  the  tissues 
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are  eventually  changed,  might  show  crystals  of  tyrosin,  leucin  balls, 
characteristic  needles  of  margarine,  and  triple  phosphates  with  granules 
of  black  or  brown  pigment.  Virchow  has  shown  that  a  rosy  colour  can 
be  obtained  l)y  the  action  of  nitric  acid  upon  a  gangrenous  part — the 
"  erythro-proteid  reaction."  Unless  surgery  intervene,  the  powers  of  the 
individual  to  cope  with  moist  gangrene  are  insufhcient ;  the  organisms  are 
diffused  by  the  lymphatics,  and  finding  a  suitable  soil  with  warmth  and 
moisture,  they  grow  more  rapidly  than  they  can  be  destroyed  Ijy  the 
l^hagocytes. 

Impaired  Nutrition  ^ 

It  has  been  shown  that  jDermanent  arrest  of  nutrition  causes  cessation 
of  function  and  death  of  a  tissue.  We  have  now  to  consider  those 
morbid  processes  in  which  impairment  of  nutrition  and  a  proportional 
diminution  of  function  ensues.  "  A  cell  is  not  nourished,  but  nourishes 
itself."  Tissues  will  therefore  undergo  atrophy  or  degeneration  when 
their  component  cells  are  unable  to  maintain  equilibrium  between  repair 
and  waste.    The  main  factors  of  impaired  nutrition  of  tissues  are — 

1.  Absence  w  recession  of  the  normal  physiological  stimulus. 

2.  Inherent  defect  of  the  cell  elements  to  nourish  themselves,  therefore  im- 
mature decay. 

3.  Deficiency  in  the  qiiality  or  quantity  of  the  blood  and  hpnph  supply. 
Any  of  these  factors,  singly  or  combined,  may  lead  to  a  rapid  or 

gradual  retrogressive  change  of  the  tissue  elements  terminating  in  atrophy 
and  degeneration  (both  stages  towards  death) ;  and  in  some  cases  the 
nutritional  changes  are  so  extreme  that  death  of  the  tissue  elements  does 
occur.  Morbid  retrogressive  nutritional  changes  occurring  in  the  master 
tissues — glandular,  muscular,  or  nervous — and  in  the  vessels,  must  of 
necessity  be  progressive  and  cumulative,  and  sooner  or  later  lead  to 
somatic  death. 

Several  abnormal  products  may  arise  in  the  tissues  as  the  result  of 
impaired  nutrition.  These  substances  may  originate  within  the  cell 
elements  of  the  tissue  from  the  destructive  metabolism  of  its  protoplasm, 
or  be  brought  by  the  blood  and  deposited  in  the  tissue ;  thus  the  pro- 
cesses of  degeneration  are  divided  into  two  groups — metamoiphoses,  or 
degenerations  proper,  and  infiltrations.  The*  two  conditions  are  often 
associated,  and  to  draw  a  hard  and  fast  line  between  them  is  difficult. 

The  metamorphoses  are  fatty,  mucoid,  colloid,  and  lardaceous  or 
amyloid.  The  normal  metabolism  of  the  cell  is  altered,  resulting  in 
chemical  and  histological  changes  of  its  protoplasm,  and  the  metamorjjhosis 
*  may  continue  until  the  cell  is  entirely  destroyed.  In  the  earlier  stages 
function  is  impaired,  and  in  the  later  stages  it  may  be  completely  arrested. 

The  infiltrations  are  fatty,  calcareous,  and  pigmentary ;  the  new 
material  is  not  a  product  of  the  cell  protoplasm,  but  a  deposition  from  the 

For  the  eifect  upon  mitrition  of  inflammatory  processes,  vide  article  "  Inflammation,"  in 
which  also  atrophic  processes  arising  from  inflammatory  action  are  dealt  with. 
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blood.  Since  the  change  is  not  usually  accompanied  by  destruction  of  the 
histological  elements,  the  structure  and  function  of  the  tissues  are  much 
less  altered  than  in  the  metamorphoses. 

ATROPHY  AND  FIBROSIS. — The  various  examples  of  arrested  develop- 
ment— such  as  microcejjhaly,  anencephaly,  amyelia,  and  congenital  mal- 
formations— are  not,  properly  speaking,  atrophic  processes  due  to  impaired 
nutrition,  but  rather  to  an  inherited  developmental  defect ;  so  that  to 
them  the  term  Agenesis  is  more  approjiriate.  The  peculiar  condition 
termed  by  Virchow  Hypoplasia  or  Apjlasia,  observed  frequently  in  chlorotic 
girls,  is  associated  with  imperfect  development  of  the  aorta  and  larger 
arteries,  accompanied  by  a  I'emarkable  degree  of  elasticity.  The  heart  is 
frequently  dilated  and  the  left  ventricle  hypertrophied.  These  cardio- 
vascular conditions  are  associated  with  imperfect  development  of  the 
utei'us  and  genital  organs. 

Atrophij  from  absence  or  recession  of  the  nornml  physiological  stimulus. — 
There  are  many  examples  of  physiological  disuse  atrophies,  for  example,  of  the 
ductus  arteriosus,  the  ductus  venosus,  the  thymus  gland,  and  the  involution 
of  the  gravid  uterus  after  parturition.  Nutrition  and  functional  activity 
are  interdependent,  the  two  falling  off  together.  The  muscles  and  glands 
offer  excellent  examples  of  tissues  which  undergo  atrophy  from  disuse ; 
and  bones  likewise  which  no  longer  subserve  the  statical  purposes  of 
the  organism — a  familiar  example  of  which  is  the  wasting  of  the  alveolar 
portion  of  toothless  jaws.  An  example  of  disuse  atrophy  in  the  viscera 
is  afforded  after  left  lumbar  colotomy  by  the  dwindling  of  the  large 
bowel  to  a  scarcely  pervious  cord. 

Cohnheim  states — "  Nor  is  it  all-important  whether  the  failure  of  a 
muscle  to  contract  or  of  a  gland  to  secrete  be  caused  by  defective  inner- 
vation or  by  occlusion  of  its  duct."  He  attributes  the  greatest  share  in 
the  atrophy  to  the  abeyance  of  functions.  No  doubt  the  falling  off  in 
volume  of  the  thigh  muscles  which  occurs  in  ankylosis  of  the  knee-joint 
is  very  great,  but  experiments  upon  animals  made  by  Dr.  Sherrington  ^ 
and  myself  lead  us  to  believe  that  the  ati'ophy  of  the  muscles  and 
reaction  of  degeneration  which  occur  in  infantile  jmralysis  are'  something 
more  than  the  effect  of  disuse ;  and  that  the  muscles  depend  for 
their  nutrition  upon  a  physiological  stimulus  which  is  continually  passing 
from  the  anterior  horn  cells  of  the  spinal  cord  by  the  anterior  roots  and 
motor  fibres  of  the  muscles.  If  the  posterior  roots  of  the  lumbo-sacral 
plexus,  or  of  the  cervico-brachial  plexus,  be  divided  proximal  to  the 
ganglion,  the  ap£esthetic  limb  is  not  moved  by  the  animal  (even  after 
the  lapse  of  months),  there  is  loss  of  tonus  in  the  muscle,  and  a  disuse 
atrophy,  yet  apparently  no  degeneration  occurs  ;  the  muscles  can  still  be 
made  to  contract  by  stimulation  of  appropriate  regions  of  the  cortex 
cerebri,  or  of  the  nerves  going  to  the  muscles,  as  readily,  if  not  more  so, 
than  on  the  uninjured  side.    If  the  anterior  roots  had  been  divided,  the 

1  "  Experiments  upon  tlie  influence  of  sensory  nerves  upon  movement  and  nutrition  of  tlie 
limbs,"  Proceedings  of  Ihe  Royal  Society,  vol.  Ivii.,  by  F.  W.  Mott,  M.D.,  and  C.  S.  Sherrington, 
M.D.,  F.R.S. 
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muscles  would  have  degenerated  more  rapidly,  and  no  such  I'esults  from 
stimulation  could  have  been  obtained.  The  atrophic  effects  are  still  more 
marked  if  hoth  anterior  and  posterior  roots  are  divided. 

It  is  necessary  to  mention  a  few  examples  of  correlative  atrophy  due  to 
absence  or  recession  of  the  normal  physiological  stimulus  after  amputa- 
tion of  limbs,  especially  when  this  has  occurred  in  utero.  Atrophy  of  the 
tracts  and  centres  in  the  spinal  cord  and  brain,  which  are  concerned  with 
the  innervation  of  the  part,  may  occur.  Thus  there  is  atrophy  of  the 
posterior  column  of  the  same  side  and  of  the  antero-lateral  of  the  opposite, 
and  of  that  portion  of  the  cortex  cerebri  which  is  normally  concerned  in 
voluntary  movements  of  the  limb.  Ati'ophy  of  the  frontal  lobe  of  the  left 
hemisphere  has  been  found  associated  with  atrophy  of  the  opposite  lateral 
lobe  of  the  cerebellum.  Atrophy  of  the  fillet  and  the  posterior  column 
nuclei  has  resulted  from  porencephalon  of  the  central  convolution  of  the 
cortex  cei'ebri. 

Atrophij  of  structures  which  undergo  premature  decay  owing  to 
inherent  defect  of  the  cell  elements  adequately  to  nourish  themselves. — 
Keference  to  the  articles  on  "Primary  Progressive  Myopathic  (Pseudo- 
hypertrophic) Paralysis "  and  "  Friedreich's  Disease "  will  show  that 
the  only  etiological  factor  which  has  been  definitely  shown  to  have 
a  causal  relation  to  atrophy  of  muscle  and  nervous  elements  in  these 
diseases  respectively  is  heredity.  Facial  hemiatrophy  and  scleroderma 
from  their  distribution  would  suggest  a  tropho-neurosis,  although  some 
authorities  consider  the  condition  as  a  primary  wasting  of  the  connective 
tissue  structures  for  which  no  reason  is  known. 

It  is  probable  that  inherent  defect  of  the  cells  to  nourish  themselves 
is  the  determining  cause  of  atrophy  and  degenei'ation,  Avhen  the  luitrient 
supply  of  the  tissue  is  deficient  in  quantity  or  altered  in  quality.  These 
two  factors  coexist,  and  may  occasion  a  general  atrophic  or  degenerative 
process  in  one  or  more  of  the  master  tissues  of  the  body. 

When  glandular,  muscular,  or  nervous  tissues  begin  to  undergo 
nutritional  change  and  decay,  the  eflfects  become  progressive  and  cumula- 
tive in  proportion  to  the  functional  importance  of  the  organ  or  tissue  to 
the  general  nutrition  of  the  body  :  for  this  reason  in  death  from  disease 
we  seldom  find  the  morbid  change  limited  to  one  organ. 

In  all  those  chronic  degenerative  affections  of  tissues  occasioned  by 
such  extrinsic  causes  as  alcohol,  accumulation  of  nitrogenous  waste  pro- 
ducts in  the  blood,  syphilis,  and  other  toxic  agencies  (for  example,  lead, 
etc.),  the  degenerative  process  may  commence  simultaneously  in  a  number 
of  different  tissue  elements — glandular,  muscular,  nervous  and  cardio- 
vascular :  as  we  have  less  reason  to  believe  that  the  above-mentioned  ex- 
trinsic factors  vary  than  the  intrinsic,  we  must  look  to  other  causes  for 
determining  the  seat  in  which  the  toxic  agent  will  primarily  produce 
the  atrophy  and  decay.  These  causes  may  be  found  in  the  occupation 
and  habits  of  the  individual.^    Given  stress  upon  an  organ  or  tissue,  plus 

1  Edinger  has  lately  pointed  out  the  importance  of  the  occupation  and  habits  of  the 
individual  in  determining  the  primary  seat  of  the  degenerations  of  the  nervous  system,  more 
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defective  quality  and  quantity  of  nuti'ient  supply,  degeneration  ensues. 
When,  therefore,  owing  to  changes  in  the  l)Iood  and  changes  in  the 
cardio-vascular  system,  waste  is  in  excess  of  repair,  atrophy  and  degenera- 
tion must  occur. 

Hereditary  factors  play  a  very  important  part  in  determining  the 
primary  seat  of  decay  ;  and  experience  teaches  that  the  more  these  factors 
enter  into  the  equation  of  life,  the  more  the  value  of  (the  life  of  the 
individual)  proportionately  sinks ;  by  no  art  of  the  physician  can  they 
be  removed  or  modified.  On  the  other  hand,  toxins  can  be  counteracted 
by  antitoxins,  and  injurious  occui)ations  and  habits  can  be  modified  or 
abandoned.  Rarely  does  one  of  these  etiological  factors  act  alone ;  as 
rarely  are  degeneration  and  atrophy  found  limited  to  a  single  organ  or 
tissue,  and  the  present  discussion  among  pathologists  Avhether  atrophy  of 
nervous,  glandular  or  muscular  elements  be  primary  or  be  secondary  to 
the  fibrous  and  vascular  change,  is  of  A  alue  in  showing  that  the  older 
pathologists  were  wrong  in  assuming  that  the  associated  fibrous  and 
vascular  changes  are  in  all  cases  the  primary  cause  of  the  atrophy ;  it 
is  probably  as  erroneous  to  assume  that  the  converse  is  invariably  the 
order. 

As  inflammatory  stasis,  thrombosis  and  embolism  may  cause  necrosis, 
so  may  chronic  degenerative  changes  in  the  cardio-vascular  system  be 
the  primary  factor  in  many  instances  of  impaired  nutrition  and  decay ; 
although  here  again  we  are  met  by  the  argument  that  arterio-sclerosis 
is  itself  a  primary  degenerative  process,  and  the  associated  inflammatory 
changes  secondary.  Cirrhosis  of  the  liver  is  usually  cited  as  an 
example  of  an  organ  which  undergoes  a  primary  irritative  hyperplasia  of 
the  fixed  connective  tissue  elements,  by  the  cicatrisation  of  which  the 
epithelial  cells  are  gradually  strangled  and  undergo  atrophy  from  default 
of  nutrition.  Even  in  the  hypertrophied  stage,  however,  degenerative 
changes  may  have  begun  in  the  liver  cells,  and  this  is  likely  enough, 
seeing  that  they  are  only  separated  by  delicate  capillary  walls  from 
the  blood  containing  the  toxic  agejit.  It  must,  however,  be  conceded 
that  the  liver  cells  depend  upon  the  portal  blood  (which  contains  the 
toxic  agent)  for  their  functional  activity,  and  upon  the  blood  of  the 
hepatic  artery  for  nutrition.  The  liver  is  accordingly  a  debatable 
ground  of  these  rival  vieAvs.  I  am  in  favour  of  the  view  that  the 
greater  proportion  of  atrophic  degenerative  processes  are  due  to  primary 
retrogressive  nutritional  changes  of  the  sjjecialised  cell  elements.  The 
more  highly  specialised  in  function  an  organ  or  a  tissue,  the  larger  the 

especially  in  tabes  and  neuritis.  He  instances  the  frequency  of  ata.xy  in  occupations  in- 
volving much  standing  ;  as  in  officers,  railway  officials,  etc.  The  relations  of  overwork  of 
the  brain  to  the  production  of  general  paralysis  has  often  been  asserted.  Amyotrophic  lateral 
sclerosis  very  fretjuently  commences  in  the  legs,  but  recently  I  have  investigated  two  cases 
in  which,  apparently,  occupation  determined  the  seat  of  the  initial  symptoms  in  the  hand 
and  arm  of  the  right  side.  One  patient  was  a  cooper  who  wielded  all  day  long  a  4-lb. 
hammer  ;  the  other  a  woman  who  earned  her  living  by  sewing.  It  is  usually  the  right 
hand  which  is  first  affected  in  lead  palsy  with  wrist-drop.  I  have  lately  emphasised  the 
importance  of  rest  in  preventing  a  localised  paralysis  in  diphtheria  from  becoming  gener- 
alised.—  Vide  International  Journal  of  Clinics,  1895. 
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supply  of  nutriment,  and  the  more  likely  are  tissues  of  great  physiological 
activity  to  undergo  degeneration.  The  cell  elements  of  special  function, 
when  destroyed,  are  vmable  to  regenerate,  and  repair  by  fibrous  tissue  takes 
place.  This  is  particularly  well  shown  in  the  central  nervous  system. 
Systemic  sclerosis  of  a  small  but  defined  tract  of  the  spinal  cord  or 
brain  can  be  produced  experimentally  by  cutting  off  the  fibre  of  an 
afferent  or  efferent  tract  from  the  cells  of  which  these  fibres  are  but  out- 
growths— for  example,  ablation  of  the  thumb  area  of  the  cortex  cerebri  of 
the  monkey  produces  atrophy  of  a  definite  number  of  fibres  of  the  opposite 
pjrramidal  tract,  Avhich  is  followed  by  a  corresponding  sclerosis  extending 
only  as  far  as  did  the  degenerated  fibres,  namely,  to  the  second  dorsal  segment 
of  the  cord.  Section  of  posterior  roots  proximal  to  the  ganglion  is  followed, 
in  uncomplicated  cases,  by  degeneration  and  subsequent  sclerosis  of  the 
posterior  column  of  the  same  side.  The  area  of  fibrosis  is  limited  to  the 
defined  area  which  may  be  microscopic,  and  has  absolutely  no  tendency 
to  spread  :  it  is  an  attempt  at  repair ;  the  useless  waste  products  of 
degeneration  are  removed  by  phagocytes,  and  fibrous  tissue  fills  up  the 
gap.  Many  authors  now  believe  that  the  primary  systemic  degenera- 
tive processes  of  the  central  nervous  system — such  as  locomotor  ataxy, 
general  paralysis  of  the  insane,  lateral  sclerosis,  amyotrophic  lateral 
sclerosis,  progressive  muscular  atrophy,  and  the  sclerosis  met  with  in 
pellagra,  pernicious  ansemia  and  ergotism  —  are  caused  by  nutritional 
changes  in  the  ganglion  cells  of  the  spinal  ganglia,  spinal  cord  and 
brain.  Golgi  ^  has  shown  that  every  nerve  cell  possesses  one  process,  the 
"  neuron,"  which  becomes  the  axis  cylinder  process  of  a  nerve ;  and  a 
number  of  protoplasmic  processes,  or  dendrons,  which  serve  a  nutritive 
function  by  absorbing  the  necessary  products  from  the  lymph  space  in 
which  they  lie. 

Degenerative  changes  of  the  cell  are  manifested  by  alterations  in  the 
number  and  complexity  of  the  "dendrons,"  and,  in  the  neuron,  by  a 
reversion  to  the  embryonic  character  and  type,  followed  by  degeneration 
commencing  in  its  terminals  and  collaterals. 

Atrophic  Degeneration  of  Afferent  Tracts  of  the  Central  Nervous  System. — 
Tabes  dorsalis  is  the  best  example,  and  thei'e  is  much  to  support 
the  theory  of  Marie,  that  the  primary  change  is  a  nutritional  de- 
fect of  the  ganglion  cells  on  the  posterior  root.  In  this  disease  the 
afferent  fibres  of  the  peripheral  and  central  nervous  system  suffer,  which 
suggests  impaired  nutrition  of  the  ganglion  cells,  the  outgrowths  of 
which  form  the  sensory  tracts.  In  alcoholic  neuritis  both  motor  and 
sensory  fibres  suffer ;  and  if  we  explain  the  changes  of  the  peripheral 
nerves  in  locomotor  ataxy  by  chronic  inflammatory  changes,  why  do 
the  motor  fibres  which  are  bound  up  with  the  sensory  escape  1  why,  if  it 

^  According  to  Ramon  y  C'ajal  and  Lenhossek,  the  dendrites  play  the  part  of  conductors 
the  same  as  the  axis  cylinder  process.  The  dendrites  are,  however,  receptive  in  function, 
whereas  the  axis  cylinder  processes  are  cellulifugal,  and  if  the  dendrites  do  represent  agents 
of  nutrition,  they  would  only  act  by  increasing  the  surface  of  absorption  of  the  cell  to  which 
they  belong. 
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Neuron  and  Dendmnj. 
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be  due  to  a  primary  vascular  change  in  the  sjiinal  cord,  should  it  be  con- 
fined to  definite  tracts  of  the  posterior  column  ?  It  is  more  probable  that 
the  etiological  factor  syjahilis  and  the  inherited  want  of  durabilitj^  of  the 
sensory  nerve  cells  determine  the  seat  of  this  morbid  change. 

Atrophic  Degeneration  of  Efferent  Traris  of  the  Nervous  Sijstem. — 
muscular  atrophy,  Idiojiathic  (?)  lateral  sclerosis,  Amyo- 
trophic lateral  sclerosis  are  all  dis- 
eases aff'ecting  efferent  tracts,  and 
the  primary  change  is  impaired 
nutrition,  degeneration,  and  atrophy 
of  one  or  both  of  two  sets  of  gan- 
glion cells  and  of  their  outgrowths, 
namely  : — 

1.  The  large  multipolar  cells  of 
the  anterior  horns  of  the  spinal  cord 
and  their  axis  cylinder  processes 
which  form  the  motor  nerves. 

2.  The  large  pyramidal  cells  of 
the  central  convolutions  of  the  cor- 
tex cerebri  and  their  axis  cylinder 
2)rocesses  Avhich  form  the  pyramidal 
fibres  of  the  spinal  cord. 

If  the  lower  segment  of  the 
motor  path  be  affected,  the  muscles 
also  undergo  progressive  atrophy. 
In  most  cases  of  progressive  mus- 
cular atrophy  the  nutritional  de- 
gradation of  the  spinal  nerve  cell  is 
primary,  and  the  pyramidal  tract 
changes  are  secondary.  In  amyo- 
trophic lateral  sclerosis  the  two  jDro- 
cesses  coexist:  they  are,,  however, 
pathologically  one  and  the  same. 
The  degeneration  of  the  pyramidal 
tracts  in  amyotrophic  lateral  sclerosis 
can  only  be  explained  by  supposing 
that  the  disease  is  a  jirimary  im- 
pairment of  nutrition  of  the  gan- 
glion cells.  Cases  have  been  re- 
corded  in  which  all  the  symptoms 
of  lateral  sclerosis  —  exaggerated, 
superficial,  and  deep  reflexes  — 
occixrred,  and  yet  no  sclerosis  of  the  i^yramidal  tracts;  probably  only 
the  collaterals,  in  which  the  axis  cylinder  processes  terminate,  were  de- 
generated, and  thus  the  physiological  connection  between  the  cortical 
centres  and  the  spinal  centres  was  interrupted,  (a)  Cases  have  been 
observed  in  which  the  degeneration  could  only  be  traced  (Fig.  5)  as 


Fio.  5.— Diagrammatic  representation  of  cortical 
pyramidal  cell,  with  ii,  neuron,  and  rf,  den- 
drons  representing  the  vpper  segment  of  the 
voluntary  motor-path  ;  Col.,  collateral  passing 
to  corpus  callosum.  Xeuron  passing  tlirnugli. 
I.e.,  internal  capsule;  C.C.,  crus  cerebri  ;  1' 
pons ;  M,  medulla,  where  decussation  occurs. 
The  neuron  is  seen  to  give  ofl'  collaterals  in 
its  course,  and  to  terminate  in  a  tine  brush- 
work  of  collaterals  around  the  dendrons  of  the 
anterior  cornual  cell. 
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Figs.  6  and  7. — Micropliotograplis  of  two  pyramidal  cells  from  a  case  of  general  paralysis  of  the  insane, 
magnified  400  diameters.  The  specimen  is  stained  by  the  Golgi  quick  method,  and  the  two  cells 
were  found  in  the  same  section  at  no  great  distance  from  one  another.  Fig.  6  represents  a  large 
pyramidal  cell  with  its  branching  dendrons  in  a  fairly  healthy  condition  ;  these  are  connected  with 
mossy-looking  glia  cells  (or  rather  lymph  spaces  surrounding  cells),  which  are  seated  upon  a  perivas- 
cular lymphatic.  According  to  Cajal,  these  cells  may  act  as  local  vaso-dilators  by  contraction  of 
their  pseudopodia.  From  the  middle  of  the  base  of  the  cell  is  seen  a  neuron  giving  off  a  collateral. 
Fig.  7  is  a  large  pyramidal  cell  undergoing  atrophic  degeneration. 
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far  as  the  medulla,  {h)  in  others  as  far  as  the  pons,  (c)  in  others  as  far 
as  the  crus  cerebri,  ((/)  in  others  whither  the  fibres  of  the  internal 
capsule  M'ere  atrophied  and  the  cortical  cells  had  in  part  disappeared  or 
atrophied. 

These  facts  become  intelligible  if  we  suppose  that  the  most  remote 
parts  of  the  cell  will  be  the  first  to  suffer  from  impaired  nutrition. 

General  paralysis  of  the  insane  is  prol>ably  a  similar  patholo- 
gical process  to  tabes  and  amyotrophic  sclerosis,  but  one  affecting 
also  the  higher  centres  of  the  brain.  The  periencephalitis  by  many 
authorities,  however,  is  considered  as  primary  \yide  article  "  General 
Paralysis  "]. 

Atrophy  of  the  cell  elements  of  glands,  as  of  the  Jddno/,  may  be  due 
to  defective  blood-supply  consequent  on  change  in  the  arterial  walls ; 
the  very  conditions  Avhich  are  said  to  give  rise  to  changes  in  the  arterial 
Avails  may  likeAvise  cause  degenerative  change  of  the  epithelial  elements : 
yet  in  those  cases  in  which  the  kidney  is  not  much  shrunken,  but  in 
Avhich  the  arterial  changes  are  great,  the  primaiy  degeneration  is  prob- 
ably in  the  arteries,  for  example,  syphilitic  renal  disease.  In  the  granular 
contracted  kidney  the  opinion  that  the  primary  change  is  a  fibrosis,  causing 
atrophy  of  the  epithelium  of  the  uriniferous  tul^ules,  is  being  given  up  in 
favour  of  the  inference  that  a  retrograde  nutritive  change  with  secondary 
fibrosis  occurs. 

Atrophic  Changes  of  Muscle.— In  the  heart  fibrous  tissue  is  frequently 
found  replacing  muscular  tissue  ;  and  this  condition  is  termed  fibroid  heart, 
as  if  the  fibrous  tissue  overgrowth  were  the  morbid  change  that  produced 
the  atrophy  of  the  muscular  fibres.  On  the  conti'ary,  most  of  such  cases 
are  primary  degenerative  atrophy  of  the  muscular  fibre  owing  to  im- 
paired luitrition.  AVhen  a  branch  of  the  coronary  artery  is  blocked  by 
thromT)osis  or  embolism,  coagulation  necrosis  of  muscular  fibres  takes 
place,  and  myomalacia  results.  Although  insufficient  for  the  specialised 
elements,  the  nutrient  supply  of  the  fibrous  tissue  is  unaffected  ;  it  receives 
in  fact  excess  of  nutriment,  and  undergoes  a  compensatory  hyperplasia, 
Avhich  really  amounts  to  a  process  of  repair,  and  should  be  considered  as 
a  healing  process  as  much  as  the  fibrous  tissue  formation  which  unites 
the  two  parts  of  a  severed  muscle.  Perhaps  the  best  example  of  primary 
atrophy  of  muscle  Avith  secondary  fibi'ous  overgrowth  of  connective  tissue 
and  fat  is  afforded  by  Duchenne's  paralysis,  in  Avhich  pseudo-hypertrophy 
occurs.  Erb's  paralysis  is  the  same  disease  in  the  atrophic  form ;  in  it 
there  is  no  overgroAvth  of  fibrous  tissue,  but  atrophy  of  the  muscle  only, 
— a  clear  proof  that  the  muscular  atrophy  in  the  former  is  not  consecutive 
to  the  fibrous  overgroAvth. 

Looking  ujjon  tissues  as  composed  of  living  prot023la.smic  units 
specialised  and  non-specialised  in  function — the  former  endoAA^ed  Avith 
high  metabolic  actiA'ities,  the  latter  Avith  Ioav — nearly  all  the  nutriment 
Avhich  goes  to  healthy  gland,  muscle,  or  nerA'OUS  matter  is  utilised  by  the 
special  cell  elements.  Where  fibrous  connective  tissue  exists  alone,  the 
blood-supply  is  extremely  small  and  the  metabolic  exchange  trifling; 
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consequently  the  connective  tissue  of  an  organ  with  a  large  vascular 
supply  would,  by  receiving  excess  of  nutriment,  undergo  hyperplasia  (vide 
Hypertrophy)  if  the  specialised  element  were  unable  to  utilise  that 
nutriment.  Thus  coexistent  with  atrophy  of  one  there  is  hypertrophy  of 
the  other  ;  the  latter  resulting  from  the  former,  and  not  the  converse.  For 
the  microscopical  changes  observed  in  these  organs  and  tissues  the  reader 
is  referred  to  the  special  articles.  Pulmonary  emphysema  may  be  men- 
tioned as  an  example  of  atrophy  of  blood-vessels  and  interalveolar  con- 
nective tissue  (particularly  the  elastic)  ;  but  this  is  always  associated  with 
changes  in  the  epithelium,  and  generally  with  degenerative  conditions  in 
other  organs. 

Mechanical  congestion  is  by  some  authors  regarded  as  a  cause  of  atrophy 
of  the  specialised  cell  elements  by  undue  p7'essu7-e, 

for  example,  cyanotic  atrophy  of  the  liver  in  (^p 
prolonged  mitral  disease. 

Fatty  Infiltration,  vide  article  "  Obesity." 


FATTY  METAMORPHOSIS.— Fatty  degenera- 
tion is  one  of  the  most  frequent  and  most  im-  ^lo  s.  -  Atrophic  liver  ceils 

.        ,  from   cyanotic  atrophy  of 

portant  of  the  pathological  conditions  associated         the  llver  in  different  stages 

with  lowering  of  function  and  destruction  of  cell       meters).'— ^™iHfoft.*°^ 
protoplasm.     It  is  of  especial  interest  to  the 

physician,  as  it  often  affects  vital  organs  and  tissues,  and  is  the  cause  of 
death  in  many  diseases  and  in  certain  forms  of  poisoning. 

Fatty  metamorphosis  of  the  eell  protoplasm  may  be  a  physiological 
process — as  when  the  uterus  undergoes  involution  after  parturition  ;  or  the 
cells  of  the  ruptured  Graafian  follicle  undergo  fatty  degeneration,  forming 
the  corpus  luteum ;  or  the  central  cells  of  the  acini  of  the  mammary 
glands  form  colostrum  corpuscles.  The  above-mentioned  instances  of 
fatty  degeneration  show  that  I'apidly  pi'oliferating  cells  will  undergo  retro- 
gressive nutritional  change  unless  supplied  with  a  proportionate  supply 
of  nutriment.  The  uterus  undergoes  this  retrogressive  metamorphosis 
because  the  foetus — the  physiological  stimulus  which  determines  the 
increased  flow  of  blood  to  the  organ — has  been  expelled.  The  central 
cells  of  the  mammary  acinus  undergo  fatty  degeneration  because  the 
peripheral  cells  require  and  take  all  the  nutriment.  For  the  same  reason, 
probably,  fatty  degeneration  occurs  in  the  centre  of  new  growths,  especially 
when  they  are  of  rapid  formation. 

It  is  probable  that  the  cells,  thus  deprived  of  adequate  nutriment, 
behave  like  the  starving  animal,  and  liberate  vital  energy  by  using  up 
their  own  protoplasm.  In  the  starving  animal,  however,  there  is  no  de- 
position of  fat  granules  in  the  cell,  but  atrophy  only.  If,  however,  a 
poison,  such  as  phosphorus  or  CO,  be  administered  to  starving  animals, 
then  the  urea  eliminated  is  increased  and  fat  is  formed.  Both  these 
poisons  interfere,  as  we  shall  see,  with  oxidation  processes  ;  the  former  by 
a  process  not  satisfactorily  explained,  the  latter  by  turning  out  the 
oxygen  from  its  combination  with  hemoglobin.    The  fat  which  accumu- 
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lates  in  muscle  fibres  undergoing  fatty  degeneration  is  formed  for  the 
most  part  out  of  organ  proteid  hy  the  splitting  up  of  the  latter  into  an  amido 
product  which  will  be  oxidised  into  urea,  fat  remaining  behind  if  there  be 
insufficient  oxygen  for  its  combustion.  Another  source  of  fat  may  be 
the  decomposition  of  lecithin  ;  concerning  this  source,  however,  there  is  a 
difference  of  opinion. 

Experimental  Patholog-y  of  Fatty  Degenepation. — Voit  and  Bauer 
showed  that  animals  which  had  Ijeen  starved,  and  were  eliminating  a 
constant  of  N  in  the  form  of  urea,  after  the  administration  of  small  doses 
of  P,  suddenly  eliminated  a  great  increase  of  N  ;  while  at  the  same  time 
the  oxygen  taken  in  and  the  CO.,  given  out  were  considerably  diminished. 
These  facts  are  clearly  associated  with  the  macroscopic,  microscopic,  and 
chemically  demonstrable  fatty  degeneration  of  the  striped  muscles,  the 
heart,  the  liver  and  kidneys.  In  100  parts  of  the  dry  substance  the 
ether  extract  is 

Healthy  Dog.  Phosphorisnnis  Dog. 

Muscle         .  .       16'7  per  cent  42'4  per  cent 

Heart  .  .         9-2     ,,  20-4 

Liver  .  .       10-4      ,,  30  0  ,, 


It  might  be  said  that  the  diminution  of  0  intake  and  COj  outjjut  was 
due  to  blood  destruction,  but  the  exjierimenters  were  unable  to  find 
evidence  of  this. 

According  to  Gaule,  some  of  the  fat  may  arise  from  the  formation 
of  lecithin.  He  maintains  that  the  primarj''  change  in  phosphorus 
poisoning  is  in  the  nucleus.  According  to  Krehl,  only  a  A^ery  inconsider- 
able portion  of  the  fat  in  fatty  degeneration  of  the  heart  arises  from 
this  source,  and  the  lecithin  is  not  appreciably  increased.  Slow  poison- 
ing by  carbon  monoxide  produces  fatty  degeneration.  This  gas  turns 
out  the  oxygen,  forming  a  more  stable  compound  with  hemoglobin 
than  does  oxygen,  and  produces  the  same  effect  on  the  tissues  as  profound 
ansemia,  namely,  depriA'ation  of  oxygen.  But  prolonged  insufficiency  of 
oxygen  means  also  a  lowered  vitality  of  the  cell  elements  ;  and  it  may  be 
that  the  cause  of  the  fatty  metamorphosis  of  the  cell  protoplasm  in  this 
form  of  poisoning  as  well  as  in  phosiDhorus  poisoning  can  be  thus  explained. 
The  fact  that  CO,  administered  to  starving  dogs,  increases  the  urea  out- 
put, shows  that  there  is  an  increase  in  destruction  of  organ  proteid  and 
deposition  of  fat  owing  to  insufficiency  of  oxygen.  The  object  of  using 
starved  animals  is,  of  coiu'se,  to  prove  that  the  increased  N  must  come 
from  tissue  metamorj^hosis.  But  in  phosjjhorismus  the  same  restilt  is 
not  explained  by  alteration  of  the  blood  ;  and  in  my  opinion  too  little 
stress  has  been  laid  upon  tissue  respiration.  We  have  seen  that  the  cells 
nourish  themselves,  and,  probably  by  virtue  of  nucleo-albumins  combined 
with  ferric  oxide,  they  have  the  power  of  taking  up  oxygen  and  storing  it 
in  the  protoplasm.  It  is  possible  that  P  may  interfere  with  this  oxygen 
storage  by  the  tissues  ;  hence  less  oxygen  could  be  taken  up  by  the  blood, 
less  C0.2  given  off,  and  no  appi'eciable  change  in  the  haemoglobin  value 
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would  \><i  evident.  Starving  animals  from  whom  large  quantities  of  blood 
have  been  abstracted  pass  an  increased  amount  of  urea.^ 

Litten  showed  that  rabbits  and  guinea-j^igs  which  had  been  kept  three 
to  six  days  in  an  atmosphere  of  36°  C.  showed  fattj'  degeneration  of 
the  heart,  the  striped  muscles,  the  liver  and  kidney.  This  would  seem 
to  indicate  that  a  high  temperature  maintained  continuously  in  animals 
which  have  a  relatively  low  capacity  of  heat  dissipation  (thermolysis), 
produces  fatty  degeneration,  and  supports  the  view  that  fever  may  pro- 
duce fatty  degeneration.  Experiments  upon  such  animals  as  ralibits  are 
not  always  to  be  accepted  as  conclusive  ;  and  Naunyn  has  shown  that  such 
animals  may  be  kept  thirteen  days  at  a  temperature  of  36°  to  40°  without 
anj^  fatty  metamorphosis,  provided  they  receive  abundance  of  green  food 
and  the  warm  chamber  be  properly  ventilated.  In  fever  there  is  certainly 
increased  organ  proteid  destruction ;  but,  according  to  Ivrehl,  there  is  no 
parallelism  in  man  between  the  height  of  the  fever  and  the  fatty  degenera- 
tion of  the  muscles.  Much  would  depend  upon  the  effect  of  the  toxins 
upon  the  muscles,  the  nerves,  and  their  endings  in  the  muscles. 

Diseases  in  which  Fatty  Degeneration  occurs.— In  the  different 

gra^ve  forms  of  anmiiia,  particularly  pernicious  anamia  and  Immorrhagic 

jnirpura,  fatty  degeneration  of  the  muscular  substance  of  the  heart  occurs, 

whereas  other  muscles  in  the  body  are  not  affected.    It  may  occur  after 

severe  haemorrhage.    We  may  then  ask,  Why  should  the  heart  undergo 

this  degeneration  and  other  muscles  escape  ?    Several  factors  seem  to  be 

at  work  in  producing  the  metamorphosis  of  the  cell  protoplasm.  In 

chlorotic  anaemia  the  haemoglobin  value  of  the  blood  may  fall  as  low  as  in 

pernicious  anaemia  ;  yet  in  the  former  fatty  metamorphosis  seldom,  if  ever, 

occurs,  whereas  in  fatal  cases  of  the  latter  it  is  never  absent.  Other 

factors,  then,  are  present  besides  deficiency  of  oxygen.    In  both  diseases 

the  work  done   by  the  heart  is  increased.     In  pernicious  anaemia 

there  must  be  other  causes,  possibly  one  or  more  of  the  following :  the 

diminution  of  the  quantity  of  blood ;  the  alteration  in  the  quality  as 

shown  by  the  great  diminution  of  the  specific  gravity  ;  the  great  deficiency 

of  iron  in  the  pigment  of  the  blood,  and  consequent  diminution  of  the 

oxygen-carrying  value;  and  the  presence  of  toxins  in  the  blood.  That  many 

of  these  factors  act  together  in  producing  the  metamorphosis  of  the 

cell  protoplasm  is  clear,  and  that  the  heart  muscle  is  selected,  and  the 

voluntary  muscles  spared,  proves  that  not  the  least  important  factor  is 

work  with  inadequate  repair  of  waste ;  for  while,  on  the  one  hand,  the 

feeling  of  languor  and  indisposition  to  work,   which  is  a  prominent 

symptom  of  anaemia,  imposes  rest  upon  the  voluntary  muscles,  and  therefore 

a  lowered  metabolism  in  conformity  with  the  depressed  vital  activities 

of  these  tissues,  the  heart  on  the  other  hand  must,  by  its  automatic 

activity,  do  even  more  work  in  order  to  supply  the  necessary  oxygen  and 

'  Araki,  working  iu  Hoppe  Seyler's  laboratory,  showed  tliat  one  effect  of  lessened 
oxygen  supply  was  the  presence  of  lactic  acid  iu  the  virine,  sometimes  of  sugar  and  albumin. 
Poisoning  by  CO,  curare,  and  strychnine  gave  corresponding  results,  as  also  after  epileptic 
seizures  when  the  respiration  was  retarded.  Diminution  of  oxidation  processes  is  a  factor 
connnon  to  all  these  conditions,  and  doubtless  a  primary  cause  of  the  abnormal  metabolism. 
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nutrition  for  the  nervous  system.  It  would  be  of  interest  to  see  if  the 
diaphragm  is  similarly  affected;^  for  on  account  of  the  "air  hunger"  it 
must  do  jjroportionately  more  work  than  other  striped  muscles.  There 
are,  moreover,  certain  other  facts  in  pernicious  anaemia  which  support  the 
theory  of  the  origin  of  fat  by  the  disintegration  of  organ  proteid,  namely, 
the  abundance  of  subcutaneous  fat  and  the  large  amount  of  N  eliminated 
by  the  urine — generally  more  than  can  be  accounted  for  by  the  food. 

Another  frequent  cause  of  fatty  degeneration  of  the  heart  is  partial 
occlusion  of  the  coronary  arteries  by  atheroma.  A  large  proportion  of  the 
cases  of  fatty  degeneration  of  the  heart  in  people  who  have  passed  middle 
age  are  of  this  origin.  Sometimes  one  or  both  coronary  arteries  may  be 
obstructed  with  or  without  valvular  disease,  and  the  occlusion  may  be  so 
great  that  the  artery  may  admit  a  bristle  with  difficulty.  As  one 
coronary  artery,  or  a  branch  of  one,  may  be  obstructed,  the  fatty 
degeneration  may  be  local,  affecting  only  one  side  of  the  heart — more 
often  the  left,  which  has  the  most  work  to  do ;  but  the  auricles  are 
usually  not  affected  in  such  cases. 

Certain  toxic  agencies,  besides  phosphorus  and  carbon  monoxide,  produce 
fatty  degeneration,  namely,  arsenic,  antimony,  sulphuric  acid,  nitric  acid, 
chronic  alcoholism,  and,  lastly  and  most  importantly,  toxins — the  products 
of  microbic  infection  and  growth. 

Finally,  fatty  degeneration  may  l)e  the  expression  of  the  gradual  run- 
ning down  of  the  vital  mechanism  :  we  have  supposed  that  every  particle 
of  living  protoplasm  is  endowed  with  a  certain  amount  of  endurance, 
and  when  the  limit  of  the  life  of  the  cell  is  approached,  fatty  degeneration 
occurs :  in  this  way  we  can  explain  the  senile  fatty  metamorphosis  of 
cartilage  cells  and  the  excess  of  fuscous  pigmentation  of  the  ganglion 
cells  of  the  central  nervous  system ;  most  of  such  pigment  being  really 
of  a  fatty  nature.  We  thus  see  that  fatty  degeneration  is  the  result  of  a 
lowered  vital  activity  of  the  cell  or  fibre,  and  the  conditions  which  give 
rise  to  it  are  complex,  but  depend  essentially  upon — (1)  Failure  of 
nutrition  of  the  cell,  which  makes  it  unable  to  compensate  the  waste  by 
repair ;  (2)  Breaking  down  of  the  cell  protoplasm  and  formation  of 
amido  antecedents  of  urea  and  of  fat  out  of  organ  proteid ;  (3)  In- 
sufficiency of  oxygen -supply  by  the  blood,  or  incapability  of  the  cell 
itself  to  take  up  sufficient  oxygen  to  oxidise  the  fat,  hence  accumulation 
of  a  deposit  within  the  cell  or  fibre. 

Fatty  Degeneration  of  the  Nercous  System. — We  have  seen  how  fat 
can  be  formed  from  proteid  ;  can  it  be  formed  from  lecithin,  an  important 
constituent  of  nervous  matter?  To  this  subject  I  have  given  particular 
attention,  and  I  shall  therefore  set  forth  at  some  length  the  reasons  why 
I  cannot  agree  Avith  Cohnheim  in  assuming  that  lecithin  cannot  be  so 
split  up  as  to  form  a  neutral  fat.  We  know  that  muscle  fibres,  when 
separated  from  their  motor  nerves,  are  unable  to  nourish  themselves,  and 
are  said  to  undergo  fatty  degeneration.    If  such  muscles  be  hardened  in 

1  Just  before  going  to  press  I  have  exainiued  the  diaphragm  iu  a  well-marked  case  of 
pernicious  aniemia,  and  found  a  considerable  number  of  fibres  undergoing  fatty  degeneration. 
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Muller's  fluid,  and  then  placed  in  Marchi's  fluid,  the  fatty  deposit  will  be 
stained  black.  Ordinary  adipose  tissue  treated  in  the  same  manner  stains 
black.  The  fatty  matter  of  the  healthy  central  nervous  system  does  not, 
but  if  a  nerve  fil^re  be  cut  off  from  the  cell  of  which  it  is  an  outgrowth, 
that  nerve  fibre  undergoes  Wallerian  degeneration,  and  both  axis  cylinder 
and  myelin  sheath,  Avhen  treated  by  the  method  mentioned  alcove,  stain 
intensely  black.  The  myelin  has  undergone  a  chemical  change,  and  the 
staining  reaction  would  seem  to  show  that  the  product  was  the  same  as 
that  of  degenerated  muscle,  namely,  neutral  fat.  We  know  that  lecithin 
can  easily  be  decomposed  into  glycero-phosphoric  acid,  stearic  acid  and 
cholin ;  the  radicle  glyceryl  may  unite  with  stearic  acid  to  form  fat,  the 
phosphoric  acid  combine  with  alkalies,  and  the  cholin  be  decomposed. 

It  appeai'ed  to  me  that  if  phosphorus  were  diminished  in  degenerated 
nervous  tissue  this  decomposition  had  very  likely  occurred.  I  resolved, 
therefore,  to  ascertain  whether  this  were  the  case.  To  obtain  absolutely 
fair  comparison,  I  had  estimated^  the  organic  jDliosphorus  contained  in. 
two  halves  of  spinal  cords  in  which  unilateral  degenerations  had  been 
I^roduced,  in  one  case  experimentally,  in  the  other  by  disease.  A  man 
with  left  hemiplegia  from  thrombosis  of  the  right  middle  cerebral  artery 
died  three  weeks  after  the  onset.  The  spinal  cord  was  stripped  of  its  mem- 
branes, and  divided  longitudinally  down  the  middle.  The  right  half  con- 
tained 10"74  per  cent  of  lecithin  in  the  dried  ethereal  extract;  the  left 
half  8 '15  per  cent.  If  we  allow  for  the  direct  pyramidal  tract,  Avhich  was 
well  marked,  the  loss  of  lecithin  in  the  degenerated  pyramidal  tract 
coming  from  the  right  hemisphere  would  be  about  3  per  cent. 

This  chemical  change  is  not  complete  at  once  after  section  of  the 
nerve  fibre ;  it  takes  from  six  to  twelve  days  to  obtain  the  black  staining, 
Avhich  shows  that  there  is  a  slow  process  of  disintegration  and  death. 
In  the  neighbourhood  large  numbers  of  leucocytes  can  be  seen  carrying 
away  the  granules  of  fat.  It  is  possible  that  extensive  degeneration  may 
produce  an  auto  -  intoxication ;  and  in  many  chronic  brain  diseases 
— such  as  alcoholic  insanity  and  general  paralysis  of  the  insane — the 
lecithin  of  the  brain  tissue  is  greatly  reduced  in  amount  (Kowalewsky), 
and  the  perivascular  lymphatic  sheaths  and  subarachnoid  are  filled  with 
fatty  products  of  its  disintegration,  staining  by  the  Marchi  method  like 
degenerated  nervous  matter. 

Toxins,  the  chemical  products  of  certain  pathogenic  micro-organisms, 
sometimes  produce  fatty  degeneration  of  the  muscles.  Dr.  Sidney  Martin 
has  found  intense  fatty  degeneration  of  the  muscles  and  segmental 
degeneration  of  the  nerves  to  result  from  injection  of  the  diphtheritic 
toxin.  I  have  observed  intense  fatty  degeneration  of  the  heart  in  a  case 
of  diphtheritic  paralysis,  but  I  could  find  no  degeneration  of  the  nerve 
trunks.  It  has  seemed  to  me  that  toxins  which  produce  degeneration 
act  either  upon  the  motor  end-plate  like  curare,  or  upon  the  nerve  cell ; 
but  the  effect  of  the  poison  is  manifested  in  the  former  case  by  fatty 

^  I  am  inde'bted  to  Mr.  Percy  Richards,  P.C.S.,  for  making  these  e.xaminatious  ;  the 
results  ■will  be  pviblished  jointly,  and  full  details  given. 
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change  of  the  muscle,  in  the  latter  by  degeneration  of  the  outgrowth  of 
the  nerve  cell  (namely,  the  nerve  fibre),  as  well  as  of  the  muscle.  Acute 
atrophy  of  the  liver  is  j^robably  due  to  microbial  infection,  and  acute  fatty 
degeneration  of  the  cells  occurs. 

Naked  Eye  and  Micposeopical  Appearances  of  Fatty  Degeneration. 
The,  Arteries. — Fatty  degeneration  in  this  situation  is  not  of  importance 
clinically  except  when  it  occurs  in  the  vessels  of  the  central  nervous 
system  and  retina,  as  it  may  in  poisoning  from  phosphorus,  etc.,  and  in 
the  grave  ansemias,  when  it  may  lead  to  rupture  and  htemorrhage. 

The  cells  in  the  adventitia  of  the  small  vessels  of  the  brain  are  the 
first  to  show  fat  granules  collected  around  their  nuclei.  Fatty  degenera- 
tion is  seldom  met  with  in  the  middle-sized  arteries,  especially  those  of 
the  limbs ;  it  is  very  common  in  the  aorta,  occurring  as  opaque,  whitish 


Fig.  9. — Microphotograph  of  heart  from  a  fatal  case  of  diph-         Fiii.  10.— A  few  fibres  more  highly 
theritic  ])aralysis,  stained  by  the  Marchi  method,  showing  magnified. 
mrhj  fatty  degeneration.    The  fine  hlack  firrinules  in  the  libres 
are  particles  of  fat  stained  by  the  osniic  acid.    Mag.  250. 


streaks  or  spots  scarcely,  if  at  all,  elevated  above  the  suiface.  The  fatty 
change  occurs  in  the  stellate  cells  of  the  subendothelial  coat ;  and  the 
tissue  thus  degenerated  may  give  way  so  that  a  very  shallow  breach  of 
the  lining  surface  is  produced. 

The  Heart. — As  before  said,  the  whole  muscle  substance  may  be 
affected,  or  only  the  inner  surface  of  the  heart,  which  then  assumes  a 
peculiar  pale,  streaked  appearance,  seen  especially  in  the  musculi  papillares 
and  columnte  carneae  of  the  left  ventricle,  sometimes  in  the  right  ventricle, 
never  in  the  auricle.  This  form  of  degeneration  is  produced  by  less 
severe  nutritional  defects  of  the  organ ;  but  when  there  is  marked  ob- 
struction of  the  main  branches  of  the  coronary  artery  by  atheroma, 
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idiopathic  ansemia,  or  phosphorus  poisoning,  the  general  form  of  degenera- 
tion of  the  organ  exists.  The  walls  of  the  organ  have  a  yellowish 
appearance  instead  of  dark  red  ;  they  are  flabby,  lacerable,  and  frequently 
present  a  'Habhy-cat"  or  'Hhrwsh  breast"  appearance.  From  a  large  experience 
in  the  examination  of  hearts,  I  am  certain  that  fatty  degeneration  may  be 
overlooked  unless  a  microscopical  examination  be  made  after  staining  with 
osmic  acid.  I  once  thus  found  the  organ,  in  a  case  of  fatal  syncope 
occurring  in  diphtheritic  paralysis,  extremely  degenerated ;  yet  the  heart 
had  been  passed  as  normal  on  macroscopic  examination.  It  was  rather 
pale  and  tough,  but,  examined  microscopically,  the  muscle  fibres  were  found 
to  be  extremely  degenerated  :  the  toughness  was  possibly  due  to  coagula- 
tion necrosis. 


Fig.  11. — Micropliotograpli  of  a  section  of  liver  from  a  case  of  penii-  j'iq,  j.;.  A  few  cells  much  iiioie 

cious  aiiEciiiia,  stained  by  the  Marchi  method.      The  black  highly  maguitied. 

granules  and  d roplets  of  very  varying  size  seen  within  the  liver  ° 
cells  consist  of  fat  stained  by  the  osmic  acid.    Mag.  300. 


Microscopical  Changes  in  Fatty  Deg-eneration  of  Muscle  Fibres, 

etc. — The  fat  granules  occur  first  as  fine  molecules  scattered  through  the 
fibre ;  only  in  advanced  cases  do  they  run  together  in  droplets,  and  even 
there  they  never  form  drops  {vide  Figs.  9  and  10).  At  first  the  muscle 
fibres  do  not  lose  their  striation,  but  as  the  process  advances  the  stria? 
become  less  marked,  until  eventually  they  may  be  entirely  lost.  Ober- 
steiner  has  recently  described  a  peculiar  form  of  interfibrillary  fatty 
degeneration  of  the  muscles  of  the  tongue  in  a  case  of  tabes  dorsalis  : 
the  hypoglossal  nucleus  was  intact.  In  the  liver  cells  and  renal  epithelium 
the  fat  droplets  vary  greatly  in  size,  from  fine  granules  up  to  drops  which 
nearly  fill  the  cell ;  so  that  it  is  sometimes  extremely  difficult  to  deter- 
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mine  whether  the  liver  cells  be  the  seat  of  fatty  infiltration  or  degenera- 
tion (xide  Figs.  11  and  12). 

Fatty  changes  in  the  kidney  are  common,  due  to  secondary  degenera- 
tion of  the  epithelium  and  inflammatory  products,  for  example,  large  white 
and  small  Avhite  kidneys  \yide  article  "  Diseases  of  Kidney  "].  Primary 
fatty  degeneration  of  the  cells  of  the  liver  and  kidney  occurs  in  phosphorus, 
arsenic,  and  antimony  poisoning,  esiDecially  in  the  first  named. 

Ziegler  has  pointed  out  that  fatty  degeneration  may  accompany 
lardaceous  disease. 

As  the  cells  of  the  fixed  tissues  may  undergo  fatty  metamorphosis, 
so  may  the  cells  of  fluids,  for  example,  pus  cells ;  and  of  coagulated 
fluids,  for  example,  casts.  It  was  once  believed  that  fatty  degeneration 
was  the  same  process  as  the  formation  of  adipocere,  but  Kraus  has  shown 
that  aseptic  tissues  can  be  kept  a  considerable  time  without  appreciable 
increase  of  fat.  Adij^ocere  is  the  result  of  the  action  of  living  organisms 
upon  dead  tissues,  like  the  ripening  of  cheese ;  here  compounds  of  the 
fatty  acid  series — caprylic,  caproie,  and  butyric  acids — are  formed  which 
unite  Avith  ammonia  and  alkalies  to  form  soaps ;  whereas  in  fatty  de- 
generation a  neutral  fat  is  formed. 

Fatty  degeneration  occvu's  in  atheroma  \yid(i  article  "Diseases  of 
Aiteries  "].  The  arms  senilis  is  usually  considered  a  sign  of  degeneration. 
It  was  formerly  thought  to  be  a  fatty  degeneration  occurring  in  the  cornea; 
but  it  is  shown  to  be  a  deposit  of  matter  (fat  or  colloid  material  staining 
black  with  osmic  acid)  in  the  lymph  spaces.  It  very  probably  comes 
from  elsewhere  ;  as  it  has  been  met  with  in  fat  young  women,  it  is  not 
a  definite  sign  of  degeneration.  Fat  in  cells  or  tissues  can  be  I'ecognised 
microscopically  by  the  colourless,  highly  refractive  droplets  with  a  dark 
contour,  insoluble  in  acetic  acid,  soluble  in  alcohol  and  ether.  They 
stain  l)lack  with  osmic  acid.  There  is  no  reliable  means  of  distinguishing 
fatty  accumulation  Avithin  a  cell  from  fatty  degeneration.  In  the  latter 
stages  of  fatty  degeneration,  Avhen  the  cells  are  dead  and  in  great  part 
destroyed,  the  whole  tissue  may  be  broken  down  into  an  opaque  yellowish 
white  detritus  such  as  occurs  in  atheroma.  In  the  debris  are  found 
characteristic  crystals  of  cholesterine — rhombic  in  shape,  Avith  a  corner 
notched  out — and  feathery  crystals  of  margarine. 

Cloudy  Swelling,  parenchymatous  or  granular  degeneration  or  alhuminous 

m-  -  h 

Fig.  13. — Cloudy  swelling  of  liver  cells 
(x350  diameters). — Hamilton. 

infiltration,  is  a  condition  Avhich  often  precedes  fatty  degeneration,  and  Avas 
first  described  by  VirchoAv  as  affecting  the  special  cell  elements  of  organs 
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in  a  state  of  parenchymatous  inflammation.  It  is  a  chemical  and  structural 
change  in  the  protoplasm  of  the  cell,  or  fibre,  which  becomes  swollen 
and  indistinct  in  outline  and  structure ;  the  nucleus  also  is  obscured 
by  the  precipitation  of  fine  granules  of  an  albummous  nature  (vide 
Figs.  13  and  14).  These  granules  are  feebly  reactive  to  light,  hence 
dusky  in  appearance ;  they  are  not  stained  by  osmic  acid,  nor  are  they 
soluble  in  ether,  but  they  dissolve  in  dilute  acetic  acid  and  caustic 
potash :  they  cannot  be  fat,  therefore,  although  fat  granules  often 
coexist  as  the  morbid  process  advances.  It  occurs  with  especial 
frequency  in  the  specific  fevers — typhoid,  diphtheria,  scarlet  fever,  etc. — 
and  especially  affects  the  liver,  kidneys,  heart,  and  voluntary  muscle  fibres ; 
but  probably  all  protoplasmic  structures  suff'er.  The  change  is  not 
due  to  the  pyrexia  per  se,  but  in  all  probability  to  the  action  of  the 
toxins  which  are  producing  the  fever.  Cloudy  swelling  is  the  first 
change  noticeable  in  poisoning  by  phosphorus,  arsenic,  antimony,  carbon 
monoxide,  and  the  mineral  acids,  thus  preceding  the  fatty  degeneration. 
To  the  naked  eye  the  organs  appear  swollen  and  frequently  ansemic ; 
the  tissue  often  has  a  lustreless  appearance,  but  it  is  softer  than  natural. 
The  change  is  Avell  max'ked  in  the  liver,  but  its  most  serious  efi'ect  is 
upon  the  heart :  the  muscle  fibres  become  slightly  opaque,  pale,  soft, 
finely  granular,  and  their  strise  indistinct ;  such  a  condition  is  frequently 
found  in  acute  myocarditis. 

In  acute  desquamative  nephritis  the  epithelial  elements  of  the 
uriniferous  tubules,  especially  of  the  cortex,  undergo  cloudy  swelling 
which  terminates  very  often  in  fatty  degeneration. 

Calcareous  Degeneration. — The  blood,  the  lymph,  and  most  of  the 
tissues  of  the  body  contain  lime  salts ;  tAvo-thirds  of  the  weight  of  bone 
is  made  up  of  earthy  matter.  Calcareous  deposition  in  a  tissue  may 
therefore  be  due  to  precipitation  of  the  lime  contained  in  the  tissue,  to 
precipitation  of  lime  normally  contained  in  the  blood  and  lymph,  or  to 
excess  of  lime  circulating  therein,  derived  from  disintegrative  processes 
occurring  in  bone  (for  example,  caries,  osteomalacia,  or  senile  atrophy). 
Deposition  from  this  last  cause  is  termed  metastatic. 

Calcification  of  a  tissue  is  most  frequently  a  sign  of  senescence;  it 
occurs  generally  in  dead  or  dying  tissue.  It  is  not,  however,  exclusively 
an  attribute  of  old  age,  for  it  has  been  known  to  occur  in  early  life  or 
childhood ;  a  remarkable  case  has  been  described  of  calcification  of 
the  middle-sized  and  smaller  arteries  in  a  lad  the  subject  of  dorsal  • 
caries  :  calcification  does  not  indeed  necessarily  depend  upon  the  age 
of  the  part,  as  it  may  occur  in  the  foetal  tissues  of  the  placenta. 
It  is  very  prone  to  occur  in  dead  tissue,  and  Litten  has  shown  that 
the  process  of  calcification  is  intimately  associated  with  coagulation  of 
the  albumin  of  the  tissue.  "  If  the  renal  artery  in  an  animal  be 
ligatured,  and  the  ligature  removed  after  an  hour  and  a  half,  so  as  to 
allow  the  circulation  to  return,  the  only  noticeable  change  is  an  exuda- 
tion of  albuminous  substance  into  the  Malpighian  bodies.  When  the 
blood  has  continued  to  flow  for  twenty-four  hours  there  is  a  precipita- 
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tion  of  calcareous  salts  to  such  an  extent  that  the  organ  may  become 
as  hard  as  stone." 

Calcareous  deposits  contain  calcium  phosphate  (Ca32P04),  traces  of 
carbonate  and  minute  quantities  of  magnesium  phosphate  and  carbonate 
— sometimes  very  minute  quantities  of  fluoride  of  calcium  and  oxide 
of  iron.  The  mineral  matter,  therefore,  corresponds  closely  with  that 
of  bone.  Calcified  tissues  are  readily  distinguished  from  true  bone  by 
the  fact  that  when  acted  upon  by  HCl  and  the  lime  salts  thus  dissolved 
out,  bone  corpuscles  and  lamellae  are  seen  to  be  absent. 

Affearances  ••  ( 1 )  Macroscopic  Examination. — Calcified  tissue  often  feels 
and  looks  like  bone ;  it  breaks  with  an  irregular  surface,  and  presents  a 
yellowish  and  grayish  aspect ;  this  is  the  case  when  it  occurs  in  plates 
or  spicules,  but  owing  to  simultaneous  fatty  degeneration  of  the  tissue 
it  may  have  a  mortar-like  appearance  and  consistence  :  small  whitish  or 
yellowish  concretions  of  varying  size  and  form  may  be  seen  and  felt  in 
the  soft  detritus  (for  example,  in  caseating  glands  and  atheroma). 

(2)  Microscopic  Examination. — The  infiltration  of  the  lime  salts  occurs 
both  within  the  cells  and  in  the  intercellular  substance,  especially  in  the 
latter  situation,  where  they  first  make  their  appearance  as  a  fine 
precipitate  of  opaque,  round  or  irregular  granules,  which  look  black  by 
transmitted  light.  As  the  process  advances  these  increase  in  number, 
until  ultimately  the  structure  of  the  tissue  may  be  lost.  Thus  portions 
of  tissue  may  be  converted  into  masses  having  a  black,  irregular  outline 
and  a  homogeneous,  glistening  appearance.  Usually  the  cell  elements 
of  the  tissue,  are  enclosed  and  obscured  by  the  precipitated  lime  salts ; 
but  in  some  situations  (for  example,  the  brain)  the  ganglion  cells  are 
the  sea,t  of  deposition.  The  deposition  within  cells  is  best  studied  in  this 
situation.  The  granules  look  like  highly  refractive  particles,  and  are 
soluble  without  development  of  gases  in  HCl.  The  nucleus  remains  free 
from  the  deposit,  but  gradually  diminishes  in  size  as  the  lime  accumu- 
lates within  the  cell.  The  dendrons  are  often  affected,  the  neuron  very 
seldom.  Calcification  of  the  ganglion  cells  has  been  found  in  fractures  of 
the  skull,  not  due,  however,  to  excess  of  lime  in  the  blood  (metastasis) 
so  much  as  to  death  of  the  nerve  cells  and  alterations  in  the  circulation. 

Causes  of  Calcareous  Precipitation. — If  the  lime  salts  be  held  in  solution 
by  the  carbon  dioxide  present  in  the  blood  and  lymph,  then  lowered 
metabolism  of  the  tissues,  and  enfeebled  circulation,  such  as  occur  in 
senile  decay,  would  by  default  of  carbonic  acid  favour  precipitation  of 
the  calcareous  salts  of  the  lymjih ;  there  is  some  evidence  in  favour  of 
this  hypothesis  :  arteries  are  extremely  liable  to  calcification  of  their 
walls,  veins  are  not.  Incrustation  of  the  walls  of  the  left  heart  is 
common,  of  the  right  heart  not ;  calcification  of  the  renal  glomeruli  which 
normally  contain  arterial  blood  is  common.  Since  the  CO,  tension  in  the 
pulmonary  veins  is  extremely  low,  and  yet  calcification  is  never  seen  in 
them,  there  must  be  other  factors  which  cause  precij^itation  of  the  lime 
salts  in  arteries ;  such  are  all  conditions  which  lower  or  destroy  the 
vital  endurance  of  the  tissues  forming  the  walls — occupation  involving 
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mechanical  strain,  diseases  associated  with  high  arterial  tension,  toxic 
conditions  of  the  blood  (for  example,  alcohol  and  syphilis),  and  lastly 
old  age. 

Calcification  is  very  liable  to  occur  in  dead,  dying  or  decaying 
tissues  ;  it  is  often  found  associated  with  or  following  jatty  degeneration, 
especially  caseation  ;  for  example,  atheroma,  caseous  tubercular  glands, 
caseating  foci  in  the  lungs,  and  old  infarctions.  Many  new  growths 
undergo  calcification  in  the  centre,  where  nutrition  is  impaired,  for 
example,  sarcoma  of  muscle,  fibro-myomata  of  uterus,  carcinomata, 
psammomata  and  endotheliomata  of  the  dura  mater.  Calcification  of  old 
inflammatory  products,  especially  when  occurring  on  serous  membranes, 
is  not  uncommon  ;  and  we  can  thus  account  for  the  calcareous  plates 
met  with  in  the  pleura,  pericardium  and  peritoneum.  The  muscular 
walls  of  the  heart  and  granulations  resulting  from  valvular  endocarditis 
often  are  the  seat  of  calcareous  deposition ;  likewise  phleboliths  of 
varicose  veins  are  probably  calcified  granulations  or  thrombi. 

Dead  tissues  lying  in  the  midst  of  living  tissues  are  prone  to  calcifica- 
tion and  petrification,  for  example,  lithopaedium  of  extra-uterine  gestation. 

Calcareous  infiltration  occurs  in  process  of  time  in  abnormal  or 
vitiated  secretions  of  organs.  Calcareous  concretions  are  thus  met  with 
in  the  salivary  glands,  pancreas,  tonsil,  articulations,  and  synovial 
sheaths ;  and  in  the  interior  of  cysts  (particularly  colloid  cysts)  of  the 
thyroid  and  kidney. 

Results. — As  a  rule  calcification  is  associated  with  death  of  the  tissue 
and  loss  of  function ;  it  is  not  a  cause,  but  an  effect,  and  always  means 
lowered  vitality  if  not  death  of  the  tissue.  Calcification  of  muscle 
fibres  does  not  necessarily  mean  necrosis,  but  it  indicates  great  depression 
of  function. 

Calcareous  deposition  may  be  salutary,  for  example,  when  calcifica- 
tion of  the  inflammatory  products  surrounding  parasites-  (such  as  trichinse 
of  muscle,  pentastoma  dent.,  and  echinococcus  of  the  liver)  encapsulate 
the  parasite,  and  either  render  it  inert  until  the  capsule  is  dissolved  in 
the  stomach  of  another  animal,  or  until  it  is  actually  infiltrated  with  lime 
and  destroyed. 

Calcification  of  the  cartilages  of  old  people  is  not  at  all  uncommon ; 
it  is  met  with  in  the  larynx,  trachea  and  rib  cartilages  ;  it  is,  however, 
a  provisional  process  prior  to  ossification.  Likewise  inflammation  or 
disease  of  cartilage  may  be  followed  by  vascularisation  and  ossification. 
The  comparatively  frequent  occurrence  of  bony  anchylosis  in  old  people 
proves  clearly  enough  that  if  the  joints  once  become  fixed  from  patho- 
logical causes,  ossification  of  the  articular  cartilages  will  occur. 

Pigmentary  Degeneration. — The  pigments  found  in  the  tissues  are 
— (1)  Intrinsic — those  which  normally  exist  in  the  body  or  arise  from 
pigment  already  in  the  body.  These  pigments  are  either  derived  from 
the  colouring  matter  in  the  blood — hcematogenous,  or  are  non-hcematogenous. 

(2)  Extrinsic — those  which  enter  the  body  by  the  lungs,  skin,  or 
alimentary  canal. 
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A  pigment  containing  sulphur,  which  is  probably  non-hsematogenous, 
is  a  normal  constituent  of  the  skin  in  some  races  and  individuals,  and 
consists  of  blackish  or  brownish  granules  contained  in  the  deeper  cells  of 
the  "  rete  Malpighii."  Under  cer  tain  circumstances  this  pigment  is 
increased ;  for  instance,  round  the  nipples  in  pregnancy  and  in  parts  of 
the  skin  exposed  to  the  air,  and  especially  to  the  sun's  rays.  Intensi- 
fication of  the  normal  pigment  of  the  skin  is  met  with  in  certain 
pathological  conditions ;  notably  in  Addison's  disease,  scleroderma, 
leprosy,  tuberculosis,  and  the  cancerous  cachexia.  In  wasting  diseases 
generally  the  fat  has  a  deep  yellow  colour,  and  the  muscle  assumes  a 
deep  brownish-red  appearance,  due  to  intensification  of  the  normal 
pigment.  The  pigmentation  of  the  skin  in  Addison's  disease,  in 
leprosy,  and  in  scleroderma  is  probably  due  to  changes  in  the  nervous 
system  (vide  special  articles).  Leloir  has  shown  that  an  atrophy  of 
nerve  fibres  occurs  in  parts  affected  with  vitiligo. 

According  to  Unna,  the  epidermis  may  take  on  a  brown  colour  by 
keratinisation,  a  process  in  which  water  and  oxygen  are  taken  from  the 
cells,  and  the  sulphur  relatively  increased  thereby.  He  thus  accounts  for 
the  pigmented  appearance  presented  by  the  skin  in  ichthyosis  and 
xeroderma. 

Hcemafogenous  jDigmentation. — A  certain  number  of  pigments  met  with 
in  the  body  are  certainly  derived  from  the  blood  pigment,  namely,  the 
bile  pigments,  bilirubin  and  biliverdin,  urobilin  (which  is  identical  with 
hydrobilirubin)  and  hsematoidin.  In  pernicious  anaemia  the  peculiar 
old  wax  appearance  is  in  part  due  to  urobilin  jaundice.  All  these  pig- 
ments are  iron  free,  and  give  a  play  of  colours  with  fuming  nitric  acid. 
When  blood  corpuscles  undergo  destruction,  as  in  large  extravasations 
of  blood,  two  substances  may  be  formed — («)  Hamosiderin  and  (5) 
Hcematoidin.  The  former  substance,  containing  iron,  turns  black  with 
ammonium  sulphide,  and  gives  the  prussian  l)lue  reaction  with  ferro- 
cyanide  of  potassium  acidulated  with  hydrochloric  acid  ;  it  takes  the  form 
of  granules  of  varying  size  which  are  frequently  found  within  leucocytes. 
Hsemosiderin  may  also  be  found  in  the  renal  epithelium,  in  the  fixed 
cells  of  the  connective  tissue,  and  also  in  lymph  channels  and  lymphatic 
glands,  whither  it  is  carried  by  leucocytes.  Organs  which  are  allowed  to 
undergo  putrefaction,  and  contain  a  large  quantity  of  hajmosiderin,  turn 
black  owing  to  formation  of  sulphide  of  iron.  This  often  happens  in 
pernicious  anaemia,  where  a  very  large  amount  of  this  substance  is  found 
in  the  liver  owing  to  disintegration  of  the  red  corpuscles.  Hsemosiderin 
in  large  quantities  may  be  found  in  the  liver  and  spleen  in  severe  forms 
of  malaria,  owing  to  the  destruction  of  the  red  corpuscles,  and  from  the 
action  on  the  blood  of  certain  poisons,  such  as  arseniuretted  hydrogen 
and  toluyl-endiamine. 

Ha'maioidin,  a  pigment  Avhich  is  iron  free,  maj^  be  formed  from 
extravasated  blood,  for  example,  in  apoplexy.  The  brain  substance  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  hsemorrhage  is  stained  an  orange-red  colour, 
and  microscopical  examination  reveals  minute  oi-ange  rhombic  plates  or 
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granules  of  hEematoidin.  The  deposit  of  pigment  in  the  skin  from 
changes  in  the  extravasated  blood  is  the  cause  of  the  characteristic 
colour  of  syphilitic  eruptions  and  ulceration.  Recently  Treacher  Collins 
has  shown  that  haemorrhage  into  the  anterior  chamber  of  the  eye  is 
followed  by  a  rusty  staining  of  the  cornea,  due  to  imbibition  by  osmosis 
of  blood  pigment,  and  conversion  of  the  same  into  its  derivatives 
hcemosideriii  and  hcematoidin. 

In  malaria,  in  consequence  of  the  destructio^  of  the  red  corpuscles 
by  the  plasmodium  malarise,  two  kinds  of  pigments  ^re  formed  :  a  pig- 
ment contained  within  the  organism  itself,  black  in  colour,  which  does 
not  give  the  iron  reaction ;  another,  heeniosiderin,  found  in  the  liver, 
spleen,  and  marrow  of  bone. 

Melanin  is  a  pathological  pigment  which  does  not  arise  from  the  blood  ; 
it  can  only  be  formed  by  the  action  of  living  protoplasm,  and  melanotic 
tumours  are  found  usually  to  have  originated  in  some  tissue  the  cells 
of  which  normally  contain  pigments,  for  example,  the  choroid  coat  of  the 
eye.  Melanin  contains  no  iron,  it  has  a  black  appearance  in  mass,  but 
examined  microscopically  by  transmitted  light  it  is  of  a  brownish  or 
sepia  colour ;  it  is  soluble  in  alcohol,  ether,  mineral  acids  and  solution 
of  caustic  potash,  and  is  bleached  by  chlorine ;  these  tests  serve  to  dis- 
tinguish granules  of  melanin  from  particles  of  carbon,  etc.  [vide  Plate]. 

Various  pigments  are  found  normally  in  the  cells  of  the  central 
nervous  system,  for  example,  the  locus  cseruleus  and  locus  niger  ;  and  the 
ganglion  cells  of  the  brain,  spinal  cord,  and  sympathetic  ganglia  of  human 
adults  contain  a  fuscous  pigment  which  occurs  in  the  body  of  the  cell, 
usually  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  nucleus.  This  pigment  is  seldom 
present  in  children,  and  I  have  not  been  able  to  find  it  in  monkeys  and 
other  animals.  In  young  adults  it  is  of  a  bright  yellow  colour  ;  in  old 
people  it  is  darker  and  usually  more  abundant ;  it  stains  black  by  the 
Marchi  method,  and  is  therefore  a  fatty  derivative.  Whether  it  be 
really  increased  in  certain  diseases,  or  only  more  evident  on  account  of 
atrophy  of  the  rest  of  the  cell  substance,  we  do  not  yet  know ;  in  progres- 
sive muscular  atrophy  many  of  the  cells  appear  infiltrated  throughout 
with  pigments. 

Pigments  derived  from  extraneous  sources  are  introduced  into  the  tissues 
of  the  body  by  the  respiratory  and  alimentary  systems.  Anthracosis  is 
the  pigmentation  of  the  lungs  and  bronchial  glands  caused  by  the 
inhalation  of  fine  particles  of  carbon  which  are  taken  into  the  lymphatics 
by  leucocytes.  Most  adults  have  their  lungs  somewhat  pigmented  from 
this  cause,  but  when,  owing  to  occupations  such  as  coal  mining,  etc., 
enormous  quantities  of  coal  dust  are  inhaled,  the  lungs  may  be 
absolutely  black  in  colour. 

Argijria,  a  condition  of  bluish  discoloration  of  the  skin,  was  occasion- 
ally seen  in  times  gone  by  when  nitrate  of  silver  was  used  for  long 
periods  in  the  treatment  of  epilepsy. 


HYPERTROPHY. — An  organ  is  said  to  be  hypertrophied  when  all 
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parts  of  it  undergo  an  abnormal  increase,  not  due  to  degeneration  or  to 
elements  foreign  to  its  normal  structure. 

The  term  hypertrophy  should  not  be  applied  to  malformations,  such 
as  a  large  finger ;  or  to  excessive  development  of  the  organism  as  a 
whole,  the  result  of  congenital  influences;  but  rather  to  "the  enlarge- 
ment of  an  organ,  partial  or  complete,  beyond  its  usual  limits  as  the 
result  of  increased  function  or  of  some  unusual  condition  of  the  corre- 
sponding or  correlated  organ  "  (Bland  Sutton). 

Hypertrophy  should,  moreover,  be  distinguished  from  simple  over- 
growth, as  of  uncut  hair  or  nails. 

Without  increased  blood-supply  to  the  part  hypertro^Dhy  cannot 
take  place,  but  increased  functional  activity  implies  increase  of  nutrition 
brought  about  by  vaso-dilation ;  this  in  its  turn  is  induced  by  the 
stimulus  acting  on  the  vaso-motor  nerves  of  the  small  arteries.  In  glands 
there  exist  definite  vaso-dilator  nerves ;  when  the  gland  is  active  the 
vessels  dilate  by  the  excitation  of  these  nerves. 

Functional  and  Com])ensatory  Hypertrophij. — The  increased  size  of  a 
hypertrophied  organ  may  depend  upon  two  factors  ;  namely,  numerical 
hypertrophy  or  hyperplasia,  and  simple  hypertrophy  or  the  increase  in 
size  of  its  constituent  elements.  The  two  may  go  hand  in  hand ;  for 
example,  the  development  and  increased  size  of  the  muscles  used  in 
particular  occupations  or  exercises  are  the  result  of  an  increase  in  size 
of  the  fibres  due  to  increased  nutrition.  "  Work-hypertrophy  "  is  a 
natural  attribute  of  working  organs. 

Another  example  of  physiological  hypertrophy  is  the  gravid  uterus, 
wherein  muscular  fibres  of  the  organ  increase  both  in  number  and  in 
size.  Kolliker  showed  that  these  unstriped  muscle  fibres  are  eleven 
times  longer  and  four  times  broader  than  in  the  normal  state.  Another 
example  is  the  mammary  gland  cell,  the  elements  of  which,  owing  to  the 
physiological  stimulus  of  gestation,  undergo  hyperplasia. 

Compensatory  Hypertrophy  in  Disease. — Of  this  there  are  many  familiar 
examples.  In  dual  organs  —  as  the  kidneys,  testicles,  lungs,  and 
ovaries — when,  either  from  congenital  absence  of  one  of  the  pair 
from  disease  or  from  removal,  the  whole  of  the  particular  function  is 
carried  on  for  some  considerable  time  by  the  other,  the  latter  undergoes 
compensatory  hypertrophy. 

Hollow  viscera  with  miiscular  fibres  in  their  walls  afford  examples  of 
hypertrophy  of  muscular  substance  ;  for  example,  the  walls  of  the  general 
cavities  of  the  heart  undergo  compensatory  hypertrophy  when  increased 
functional  activity  is  demanded  by  increased  resistance  in  front :  such 
is  the  hypertrophy  of  the  left  ventricle  in  chronic  Bright's  disease,  and 
of  the  right  ventricle  in  pulmonary  obstruction  and  mitral  stenosis. 
The  hypertrophy  of  the  left  ventricle  in  aortic  regurgitation  may  be 
explained  by  the  increased  functional  activity  and  proportionally  in- 
creased quantity  of  blood  driven  into  the  coronary  arteries  at  each 
systole.  Hypertrophy  of  the  muscular  coat  of  the  bladder  in  stricture 
of  the  urethra,  of  the  stomach  in  stricture  of  the  pylorus,  of  the 
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intestines  above  a  permanent  stricture,  serve  as  further  examples  of 
compensatory  hypertrophy  of  hollow  viscera. 

Enlargement  of  the  left  lobe  of  the  liver,  when  the  right  has  been 
destroyed  or  its  growth  checked,  is  an  example  of  partial  hypertrophy  of 
an  organ. 

An  increase  of  the  lymphatic  glands  after  removal  of  the  spleen 
affords  an  example  of  compensatory  hypertrophy  of  a  correlative  structure. 
Two  factors  are  concerned  in  all  these  functional  compensatory  hyper- 
trophies :  increase  of  nutrition,  owing  to  increased  blood  -  supply, 
and  the  physiological  stimulus  which  excites  the  constituent  cells  or 
fibres  of  the  organ  to  assimilate  more  nutriment.  A  cell  is  not  nourished, 
but  nourishes  itself. 

The  forms  of  hypertrophy  so  far  described  may  be  looked  upon  as 
beneficial — even  as  physiologically  normal ;  but  examples  of  hypertrophy 
occur  which  are  essentially  abnormal,  for  example,  enlargement  of  the 
thyroid  in  Graves'  disease,  of  the  spleen  in  leucocythsemia,  of  the 
lymphatic  glands  in  Hodgkin's  disease. 

I  can  but  allude  to  a  number  of  curious  pathological  forms  of 
hypertrophy,  namely,  leontiasis  ossea  of  Virchow,  which  is  characterised 
by  multiple  hyperostosis  of  the  face  and  cranium;  osteitis  deformans, 
in  which  there  is  general  increase  of  size  with  a  marked  morbid  change 
of  structure,  in  the  form  of  a  curious  combination  of  condensation  and 
hardening  with  softening  and  rarefaction  ;  hypertrophic  pneumic 
osteo-arthropathy,  a  curious  disease  described  by  Marie.  Hypertrophy, 
or  perhaps  a  pseudo-hypertrophy  of  the  pituitary  body,  is  frequently 
associated  with  an  enlargement  of  certain  parts,  such  as  the  hands,  the 
feet,  and  lower  part  of  the  face,  due  to  an  osseous  proliferation  and  new 
formation  of  spongy  bone  {vide  descriptions  of  these  morbid  states  in 
their  respective  chapters).  The  causes  antecedent  to  these  peculiar 
morbid  hypertrophies  are  not  understood.  It  is  possible  that  some  are 
due  to  the  irritation  of  living  organisms  ;  for  microbes  may  act  upon 
animal  cells,  not  only  in  a  destructive  manner,  but  as  formative 
stimuli. 

Friction  or  pressure,  giving  rise  to  hypersemia  of  the  cutis  vera, 
causes  increased  cell  proliferation  of  the  epidermis  ;  but  certainly  this 
hyperplasia  would  not  occur  if  the  nerves  to  the  part  were  destroyed. 
The  irritation  of  the  nerve-ending  serves  not  only  to  determine  an  in- 
creased flow  of  blood  to  the  part,  but  also  increased  formative  activity 
on  the  part  of  the  cells  of  the  rete  Malpighii. 

Increased  blood-supply  to  a  limb  may  cause  lengthening  of  a  bone, 
of  which  an  epiphysis  remains  ununited.  Further,  a  chronic  venous 
obstruction  leads  to  excessive  transudation  from  the  blood ;  this  does 
not  give  rise  to  hypertrophy  of  muscular  or  glandular  tissues,  but  to  a 
fibrous  hyperplasia  which,  as  it  progresses,  may  lead  to  shrinking  of  the 
organ  at  the  expense  of  the  essential  cell  elements.  In  obstruction  to 
the  return  of  lymph  from  a  lower  limb,  as  in  elephantiasis  com- 
mencing in  infancy,  the  limb  not  only  increases  in  bulk  generally,  but, 
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relatively  to  those  of  the  opposite  limb ;  the  bones  become  manifestly 
augmented  both  in  thickness  and  in  length. 

Hypertrophy  of  bone  has  also  been  produced  experimentally  in 
animals  by  prolonged  administration  of  small  doses  of  phosphorus ; 
and  this  effect  has  been  attributed  to  diminished  waste :  it  might 
also  be  explained  by  this  substance  acting  as  an  irritant,  thereby  causing 
increased  formative  action.  "  Hyperplasia  "  is  applied  only  to  increased 
growth  of  pre-existing  elements,  normal  in  type  and  situation.  Regenera- 
tion can  only  occur  when  matricular  cell  elements  still  exist  to  proliferate, 
and  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  highly  specialised  cell-structures 
— for  example,  muscle,  glands,  and  the  central  nervous  system — show 
very  little  power  of  regeneration  when  injured.  It  is  especially  the 
fibrous  connective  tissues  and  epithelial  tissues  which  possess  capacities 
of  proliferation  and  regeneration.  Large  areas  of  epithelium  may  be 
destroyed  and  yet  regeneration  occur ;  and  skin  grafting  is  a  familiar 
example  of  the  inherent  formative  activity  of  the  cells  of  the  epidermis. 

Cartilage  offers  an  example  of  a  non-vascular  connective  tissue  which 
is  incapable  of  self-repair ;  losses  of  substance  are  filled  up  by  fibrous 
tissue.  The  periosteum,  on  the  other  hand,  may  be  looked  upon  as  the 
best  example  of  the  regenerative  capacity  of  fibrous  tissue. 

r.  W.  MOTT. 
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Syllabus. — General  Bemarks  on  the  Pathological  Anatomy  of  Tumours  ; 
Their  Classification ;  Limitation  of  the  term  "  Bpithelium "  ;  Metaplasia ; 
Heterology;  Sarcoma;  Carcinoma. 

PATHOGENESIS. — Definition  of  Tumour  impossible  ;  Relation  to  "  Varia- 
tions" ;  The  three  chief  Hypotheses,  namely,  (1)  Spermatic  Influence,  (2) 
Embryonic  Besidua,  (3)  Irritation  ;  Objections  to  the  first ;  Illustrations  of  the 
second ;  The  Parasite  doctrine ;  Comparison  between  the  clinical  course  of 
Malignant  Tumour  and  Tuberculosis  ;  Auto-inoculLition  ;  Grafting  and  Feeding 
Experiments;  Koch's  four  Postulates;  Attempts  to  cultivate  a  specific  Micro- 
phyte ;  Protozoic  theory  ;  Koch's  first  Postulate,  the  histological  demonstration  of  a 
Micro-organism  in  the  Tissue  ;  Koch's  second  Postulate  ;  Bemarks  on  Treatment. 

General  Pathology  of  New  Growths. — General  Considerations  on  their 
Structure. — In  no  subdivision  of  Pathology  is  the  contrast  between  Patho- 
logical Histology  and  Pathogenesis  more  striking  than  in  the  case  of 
tumours. 

Of  their  histology  little  remains  uninvestigated  and  unknown ;  of 
their  pathogenesis,  though  much  may  be  surmised,  nothing  can  be  said  to 
be  known.  For  this  reason  the  classification  of  tumours  can  at  present 
be  constructed  only  upon  an  histological  foundation.  The  clinical  course 
of  tumours  raises  a  primary  division  between  the  benign  and  the  malignant, 
but  nothing  is  known  of  the  etiological  difference  underlying  the  two ;  it 
is  not  inconceivable,  indeed,  that  the  difference  in  clinical  history  may  be 
referred  to  a  mere  histological  or  anatomical  basis. 

Histologically  all  new  growths  may  be  classed  in  two  series,  namely, 
those  of  mesoblastic  and  those  of  epithelial  origin.  In  this  classification 
it  is  most  convenient  to  understand  by  epithelium  tissue  of  epiblastic  or 
hypoblastic  descent ;  such  new  growths  as  arise  from  endothelium  are 
included  in  the  category  either  of  endothelioma  or  sarcoma.  Although 
there  is  not  a  universal  agreement  amongst  histologists  so  to  limit  the  use 
of  the  word,  in  the  case  of  tumours  such  a  limitation  is  of  considerable 
value. 

The  source  of  a  tumour  is  the  pre-existing  tissue — more  precisely,  the 
cells  of  the  part  in  which  it  arises.    Among  normal  tissues  a  transforma- 
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tion  of  one  variety  into  another  has  long  been  recognised,  and  has  received 
from  Virchow  the  distinctive  name  of  metaplasia.  This  term  is  of  especial 
use  in  the  present  subject,  since  it  serves  to  divide  such  a  process  from 
one  of  degeneration.  Such  mutations  are  met  with  in  the  whole  series 
of  connective  tissues,  as  exemplified  between  cartilage  and  common  con- 
nective tissue,  or  between  connective  tissue  and  bone. 

One  variety  of  epithelium,  again,  may  undergo  conversion  into  another  ; 
of  this  many  illustrations  are  furnished  during  embryonic  development, 
and  in  after  life  under  various  circumstances  of  irritation  or  exposure  ; 
as,  for  instance,  when  in  cases  of  inversion  and  prolapse  within  or 
beyond  the  vagina,  the  columnar-celled  epithelium  of  the  uterine  mucosa 
becomes  transmuted  into  one  of  the  stratified  squamous-celled  kind.  It 
is  important,  however,  to  notice  that  elements  of  epiblastic  or  hypoblastic 
descent  are  never,  after  their  full  development  or  evolution  is  reached, 
converted  into  any  of  the  forms  of  connective  tissue.  In  the  case  of 
new  formations  a  tumour  constructed  of  one  variety  of  connective  tissue, 
say  cartilage,  may  arise  from  another  ;  under  these  circumstances  the 
resulting  cell  growth  does  not  precisely  repeat  the  character  of  the 
mother  tissue. 

Sometimes  the  "  heterology"  (Virchow)  (1)  is  apparent  only,  and  is  due 
to  the  origin  of  the  growth  in  the  embryonic  or  developmental  residues 
of  a  tissue  with  which  the  new  formation  is  really  homologous. 

Of  this  nature  may  be  the  striped  muscle  fibre  (muscle  plates)  in 
certain  sarcomata  of  the  kidney,  of  cartilage  (Meckel's  or  23innal)  in 
tumours  of  the  i:)arotid  gland,  and  in  chondromata  arising  within  the 
cancellous  tissue  of  bone. 

The  most  extreme  instance  of  heterology  is  aff"orded  by  the  growth  of 
epithelium  in  connective  tissue  which  is  witnessed  in  the  metastasis  of 
carcinoma.  Under  these  circumstances,  however,  the  metastatic  formations 
do  not  arise  from  the  organ  in  which  they  appear,  but  from  the  epithelial 
elements,  perhaps  chromatiniferous  fragments  of  them,  transported  to  it. 

Clinically  the  great  division  of  tumours,  as  already  noticed,  is 
indicated  by  the  terms  innocent  and  malignant — or  simple  and  infective. 
The  marks  characterising  malignancy  are  the  infiltration  of  the  surround- 
ing tissues  by  the  growth,  and  the  production  of  new  foci  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  primary  tumour,  or  in  parts  far  distant ;  and,  as  a 
consequence  of  this,  the  local  recurrence  after  opei'ative  removal  of  the 
primary  tumour,  or  the  reappearance  of  the  disease  in  lymphatic  glands 
or  internal  organs.  Certain  of  these  characters,  however,  or  others  clinic- 
ally allied  to  them,  are  encountered  occasionally  in  the  case  of  benign 
growths.  The  multiplicity  of  some  benign  tumours — for  example,  soft 
fibromata,  lipomata,  cutaneous  papillomata,  etc.  —may  equal  that  of  the 
most  malignant.  In  such  cases,  however,  it  is  to  be  observed  that  the 
growths  in  any  given  instance  are  confined  to  a  particular  system  or 
extension  of  tissue  such  as  the  subcutaneous,  the  skin,  the  nerves,  the 
bones,  etc. ;  they  do  not  arise  by  metastasis  from  a  primary  tumour,  as 
they  do  in  sarcoma  or  carcinoma,  but  indicate  a  predisposition  confined  to 
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a  particular  tissue,  or  mark  the  incidence  of  a  widespread  irritation 
affecting  it.  Nor  is  circumscription  invariably  met  with  in  simple  as 
contrasted  with  malignant  new  growths ;  some  soft  fibromata  are  as 
continuous  Avith  the  skin  and  subcutaneous  tissue  as  sarcomata,  and 
certain  lipomata  are  altogether  indefinable  from  the  surrounding  fat. 

The  rate  and  degree  of  the  secondary  infection  or  metastasis  is 
extremely  variable,  both  in  sarcoma  and  carcinoma  ;  and  depends  (so  far 
as  can  be  at  present  judged)  upon  the  anatomical  relations,  vascular  and 
lymphatic,  of  the  primary  growth :  in  the  case  of  "  rodent  ulcer " 
metastasis,  whether  glandular  or  other,  is  unknown,  howsoever  long 
the  local  disease  persist,  and  however  wide  and  deeply  spread  it 
may  be. 

Under  malignant  tumours  are  comprised  the  anatomical  forms  of 
sarcoma  and  carcinoma.  A  sareoma  may  be  defined  as  a  malignant 
tumour  of  connective  tissue  origin,  the  blood -channels  of  which  ramify 
between  its  cells ;  secondary  infection,  as  a  rule,  takes  place  through  the 
blood -stream  as  distinguished  from  the  lymphatic.  The  histological 
structure  of  sarcomata  varies  within  wide  limits.  In  their  most  typical 
forms  they  consist  throughout  of  embryonic  connective  tissue,  round  or 
spindle  celled ;  but  this  may  undergo  partial  conversion  into  fibrous 
tissue,  cartilage,  or  bone — the  sarcoma  being  designated  accordingly, 
fibrifying,  chondrifying,  or  ossifying.  This  complex  character  may  arise 
in  another  manner,  namely,  by  the  production  of  embryonic  or  sarcomatous 
tissue  out  of,  that  is  through  the  division  of  the  elements  of  a  previously 
simple  tumour. 

In  either  of  these  circumstances  the  histological  determination  of  such 
a  new  growth  becomes  extremely  difficult ;  it  may  be  impossible  to  decide 
whether  it  should  be  named  a  sarcoma,  or  regarded  as  a  fibroma  in 
process  of  rapid  growth.  The  only  histological  criterion  at  present 
available  lies  in  its  cellularity  ;  if  this  be  pronounced,  and  the  concomitance 
of  a  proper  inflammatory  process  can  be  excluded,  the  border  line  of 
simple  growths  is  crossed. 

By  a  eareinoma  is  most  conveniently  understood  a  malignant  tumour  of 
which  epithelium  forms  the  essential  constituent,  that  is,  tissue  of  epiblastic 
or  hypoblastic  descent.  Such  new  formations  are  characterised  by  an 
alveolar  construction,  the  blood-vessels  being  confined  to  the  stroma  of 
connective  tissue  which  forms  the  walls  of  the  alveoli  holding  the  epi- 
thelium. It  is  for  this  anatomical  reason  that  secondary  infection  takes 
place,  not  by  the  blood-vessels,  but  the  lymphatics.  When  the  growth 
arises  from  an  investing  epithelium  the  alveoli  are  themselves  lymph 
spaces  into  Avhich  the  epithelium  has  bored,  and  equally  so  when  a 
carcinomatous  glandular  epithelium  is  no  longer  confined  by  the  basement 
membrane  of  acini  or  ducts. 

As  a  rule  the  epithelium  of  a  carcinoma  retains  the  type  of  the 
normal  tissue  from  which  it  arises,  and  the  cells  even  their  physiological 
properties.  Carcinomata  arising  in  the  ducts  of  the  breast  are  of  the 
columnar-celled  variety ;  in  the  acini,  spheroidal-celled ;  from  the  in- 
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vesting  epithelium  of  the  nipple,  squamous-celled  :  and  these  characters 
are  repeated  in  the  metastatic  growths. 

Pathogenesis. — As  in  other  problems  of  biology,  so  in  the  case  of 
tumours,  when  the  basis  of  any  classification  is  critically  examined 
definition  is  found  impossible  ;  at  the  best  it  is  merely  an  artifice  by 
which  the  mind  is  aided  in  the  apprehension  of  facts.  So,  at  the  outset, 
it  is  impossible  to  define  what  is  to  be  and  what  is  not  to  be  reckoned  as 
a  tumour. 

The  relation  of  inflammation  to  tumour-production  will  be  referred  to 
later.  But  apart  from  this,  tumours  pass  by  insensible  gradations  into 
what  are  by  general  consent  regarded  as  morphological  variations.  The 
line  between  highly  accentuated  anatomical  tubercles  of  the  bones  and 
osteoma  can  only  be  drawn  arbitrarily  ;  and  certain  new  formations  may 
be  referred  to  the  class  of  "variations,"  even  though  unrepresented  in 
normal  morphology. 

The  life  history  of  many  osteomata  will  justify  this.  For,  unlike 
most  other  tumours,  their  period  of  formation  and  growth  coincides  with 
that  of  the  rest  of  the  skeleton :  they  do  not  exhibit  the  independence 
Avhich  is  so  remarkable  in  the  great  majority  of  tumours,  whether  simple 
or  infective ;  and  they  may  be  held  as  allied  in  their  nature  to  the  ab- 
normal masses  of  tissue  classed  as  accessory  thyroids,  supernumerary 
mammae,  and  the  like. 

Perhaps  the  best  illustration  of  this  is  afforded  by  the  fatty  accumu- 
lations on  the  buttocks  of  the  Bushwoman.  Arising  sporadically  in  a 
European  such  would  undoubtedly  be  classed  as  diffuse  lipomata ;  the 
buttock,  in  fact,  is  a  recognised  seat  of  fatty  tumours.  Yet  they  are  so 
common  among  the  females  of  the  race  mentioned  as  to  rise  almost  to  an 
anthropological  feature.  The  protuberance  itself  is  regarded  as  a  mai'k 
of  beauty,  which  is  perpetuated  and  increased  by  sexual  selection,  and 
probably  arose  as  a  variation  confined  in  the  first  place  to  a  few 
individuals  (2). 

Setjiing  aside  such  a  class  of  new  formations,  Avhich  may  be  explained 
as  variations  not  surpassing  many  of  those  encountered  in  the  progress 
of  mammalian  descent,  the  theories  of  pathogenesis  may  be  reduced  to 
the  three  following  : — 

1.  Spermatic  influence. 

2.  Emlnyonic  residua. 

3.  Irritation. 

1.  Spermatic  Influence. — The  first  theory  views  the  growth  of  a 
tumour  as  due  to  the  spermatic  influence  of  certain  cells  upon  those  con- 
tiguous, the  latter  being,  as  it  were,  fecundated  and  incited  to  subdivision 
by  the  former.  Assuming  this  view  to  be  correct,  it  would  explain  only 
the  method  of  extension,  not  the  origin  of  a  new  growth.  Whence  come 
the  cells  which  possess  the  supposed  influence  1    Although  difficult  to 
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disprove  in  the  case  of  tumours  of  the  connective  tissue  series,  a  fatal 
objection  to  this  view  is  furnished  by  carcinomata.  The  explanation  of 
the  secondary  formation  of  squamous-celled  or  columnar-celled  cai'cinoma 
in  a  lymphatic  gland  by  transformation  of  the  leucocytes  or  cells  of  the 
stroma  into  squamous«or  columnar  epithelium  cannot  be  admitted ;  there 
is  no  histological  evidence  of  it,  and  it  is  contrary  to  the  fundamental 
observations  of  normal  histology.  Klebs  (3)  has  suggested  that  the  leuco- 
cytes, which  are  not  infrequently  met  with  between  and  in  the  cells  of 
malignant  tumours,  are  the  spermatic  elements.  But  it  is  incalculably 
more  probable  that  such  leucocytes  are  engaged  in  a  process  of  phago- 
cytosis (they  are  met  with  in  abundance  about  the  necrosed  epithelium 
of  a  squamous-celled  carcinoma) ;  or  that  they  have  been  ingested  by  the 
larger  more  vigorously  growing  cells  of  the  tumour,  a  fate  they  meet  in 
the  formation  of  scar  tissue  where  they  are  consumed  by  the  connective 
tissue  corpuscles. 

2.  Embryonic  Besidua. — This  view,  oi'iginally  foreshadowed  by  Virchow 
in  regard  to  chondromata  of  bone,  was  extended  hj  Cohnheim  so  as  to 
cover  the  whole  field  of  tumour- production ;  on  this  account  it  is 
often  spoken  of  as  Cohnheim's  theory  (4). 

It  assumes  that,  during  the  process  of  embryonic  development,  more 
cells  may  be  generated  than  are  actually  necessary  for  the  formation  of  a 
particular  organ  or  tissue ;  and  that  in  such  cells,  which  may  remain  long 
Mormant,  tumours  have  their  source — the  embryonic  residua  retaining 
their  biological  potentiality  for  multiplication. 

The  theory  relates  the  growth  of  a  tumour  to  a  physiological  cause, 
namely,  to  the  inherent  capacity  which  embryonic  tissue  in  general 
possesses  for  growth.  That  certain  tumours  so  arise  can  scarcely  be 
denied  :  the  groAvth  of  central  chondromata  of  bone  is  an  instance,  though 
here  the  redundance  may  affect  the  growing  parts  after  the  date  of  birth. 

We  may  cite,  again,  the  growth  of  chondromata  from  the  synovial 
membranes  of  joints  ("Pedunculated  bodies  "),  where  the  new  formations 
arise  in  the  groups  of  cartilage  cells  contained  in  the  secondary  processes 
of  the  fringes ;  for  these  elements  may  themselves  be  regarded  as  relics 
of  the  cartilaginous  matrix  about  the  sites  of  primitive  joint-formation, 
the  articular  cavities  being  formed  by  the  solution  of  the  mesoblastic 
tissue  intervening  between  the  primordial  cartilage  of  the  future  bones. 
Such  chondromata  are  unknown  in  connection  with  the  synovial  sheaths 
of  tendons  or  bursse,  or  known  only  in  rare  cases  that  allow  of  explana- 
tion. The  large  adenomata,  again,  which  lie  between  the  rectum  and 
coccyx  (sacral  or  coccygeal  tumour),  and  have  their  origin  in  the  post- 
anal gut,  may  be  cited  as  another  example ;  or  the  cystic  epithelial 
tumours  of  the  jaws  which,  as  evidenced  by  their  structure,  almost  as 
certainly  arise  in  redundant  portions  of  enamel  organ ;  or,  among 
malignant  new  formations,  the  melanotic  sarcomata  which  appear  in  con- 
genital moles,  the  latter  being  visible  excesses  in  the  development  of 
normal  tissue.  Beyond  the  category  of  solid  formations,  or  tumours 
properly  so  called,  a  large  number  of  cysts  have  their  source  in  the 
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remains  of  canals  -which  should  normally  disappear  or  undergo  atrophy 
during  development  or  growth  :  such  are  the  cysts  of  the  parovarium,  of 
the  par-epididymis,  of  Gartner's  duct  in  the  female,  or  Miiller's  duct  in 
the  male,  of  the  urachus,  the  post-anal  gut,  the  thyi'o-lingual  duct,  and 
others.  • 

The  hypothesis  receives  confirmatio]i,  too,  in  the  woody  masses  or 
xylomata  which  arise  in  the  dormant  buds  of  exogenous  trees.  Thus 
it  is  satisfactory  in  a  certain  number  of  instances,  but  unconvincing 
when  applied  to  the  Avhole ;  for  it  not  only  assumes  the  presence  of 
such  residual  elements  in  every  case,  but  it  ignores  the  equally  possible 
action  of  a  continuously  working  irritant,  such  as  an  animal  or  vegetable 
parasite  would  furnish,  for  which  there  are  equally  apt  analogies  in 
the  various  galls  of  the  vegetable  kingdom,  some  of  which  display  a  high 
grade  of  organisation. 

3.  Irritation. — Under  this  heading  may  be  comprehended  irritative 
causes  in  the  wider  sense,  without  attempting  to  draw  a  line  between 
irritation  and  inflammation.  It  is  not,  indeed,  possible  to  separate  tissue 
overgrowth  which  arises  out  of  inflammation  from  the  class  of  tumours  ; 
hyperplasia  is  the  immediate  result  in  both.  It  is  in  this  connection  that 
trauma  becomes  included  in  the  pathogenesis  of  new  growths.  There  is, 
for  example,  none  but  an  arbitrary  distinction  between  osteoma  affecting 
the  facial  bones  and  the  diffuse  hyperplasia  which  Virchow  has  named 
leontiasis  ossea.  Some  such  formations  have  a  traumatic  history  ;  others, 
of  recurrent  attacks  of  erysipelas.  The  local  hyperplasias  which  result 
from  purely  mechanical  causes  pass  insensibly  into  the  new  formations 
known  as  tumours.  In  this  sense  tumours  may  even  form  around  foreign 
bodies.  One  of  us  has  described  a  large  example  of  lamellar  fibroma,  found 
between  the  bladder  and  rectum,  in  the  centre  of  which  was  a  small  piece 
of  steel,  evidently  the  immediate  cause  in  its  etiology  :  the  other  factor 
was  probably  the  accident  of  a  position  which  the  functions  of  the  bladder 
and  rectum  make  one  of  incessant  movement. 

Undoubtedly,  however,  the  most  modern  development  of  this  irrita- 
tive theory  and  the  most  definite  is  the  parasitic.  In  the  matter  of 
malignant  growths  more  particularly  it  has  much  to  recommend  it,  and 
from  this  aspect  the  hypothesis  may  be  discussed  more  fully  than  either 
of  the  preceding.  It  has  been  urged  that,  if  true  of  malignant  formations, 
benign  growths  must  be  relegated  to  a  like  cause.  This  by  no  means 
follows.  Cohnheim's  theory  is  equally  adequate  to  account  for  certain 
new  formations  ;  and  there  is  no  a  priori  reason  why  all  should  arise  from 
an  identical  cause.  The  great  feature  of  malignant  tumours  is  their 
metastasis,  or,  to  adopt  the  parallel  furnished  by  the  infective  granulo- 
mata,  their  infectiveness.  The  clinical  history  of  a  case  of  sarcoma  or 
carcinoma  is  so  closely  like  that,  for  example,  of  tuberculosis,  that  it  is 
quite  within  the  truth  to  assert  that  there  is  no  feature  in  the  last-named 
disease  which  is  not  paralleled  in  the  others,  as  will  appear  from  the 
following  considerations  : — 

The  primary  tumom'  in  the  case  of  carcinoma  is  seated  most  fre- 
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quently,  as  statistics  show,  at  sites  where  an  infection  from  without  would 
most  readily  take  place.  The  metastasis  by  lymphatics  or  blood-vessels 
in  carcinoma  and  sarcoma  is  such  as  occurs  in  tuberculosis ;  and  it  may 
be  restricted  to  the  lymph-glands,  or  be  as  widespread  as  a  generalised 
tuberculosis  (general  sarcomatosis  or  carcinomatosis). 

Even  the  glandular  infection  which  occurs  at  times  in  tuberculosis 
without  primary  lesion  has  its  counterpart  in  the  squamous-celled  carci- 
noma of  the  inguinal  glands  in  chimney-sweeps,  in  whom  there  may  be  no 
discoverable  primary  growth  on  the  penis,  scrotum,  or  lower  limbs. 
And  the  latency  of  glandular  infection  is  equally  represented  in  tuber- 
culosis and  carcinoma :  a  breast,  for  example,  is  removed  for  mammary 
carcinoma,  and  four  years  later,  without  any  local  recurrence,  the  axillary 
glands  may  be  found  diseased.  A  tubercular  lesion  may  result  from 
direct  infection,  or  may  appear  primarily  in  an  internal  jDart,  that  is,  in 
a  situation  other  than  a  cutaneous  or  mucous  surface.  The  sarcoma 
that  grows  at  the  end  of  a  long  bone  after  injury  is  comparable  with  the 
tubercular  osteitis  ensuing  under  similar  circumstances.  Injury  is  the 
determining  cause  ;  the  other  factor  is  a  "  constitutional  "  one.  Whether 
the  latter-named  be  held  to  consist  in  a  congenital  want  of  resistance  to 
an  infective  virus,  or  in  the  actual  presence,  acquired  or  inherited,  of  the 
virus  in  a  resting  or  latent  condition,  the  hypothesis  equally  suits  both 
forms  of  disease.  In  short,  the  abstruse  problems  of  predisposition 
and  heredity  offer  the  same  difficulties  in  malignant  neoplasms  and  in 
tuberculosis. 

Auto-inoculation  from  one  carcinomatous  labium  to  the  other  has  long 
been  recognised ;  and  an  instance  is  authenticated  of  the  transference 
of  carcinoma  from  an  ulcerating  tumour  of  the  breast  to  the  skin  of 
the  paralysed  arm  in  contact  with  it.  The  many  examples  of  intestinal 
(for  example,  ca?cal)  carcinoma  associated  with  numerous  lesser  growths 
in  the  colon ;  of  gastric  carcinoma  associated  Avith  similar  disease  of  the 
bowel ;  of  oesophageal  carcinoma  associated  with  that  of  the  stomach,  or 
of  multiple  growths  in  the  oesophagus  itself,  point  also  to  the  possibility 
of  an  auto-inoculation  of  the  same  kind  as  that  of  the  intestine  witnessed 
in  tubercular  phthisis.  Strictly  speaking,  however,  such  facts  only 
show  that  the  disease  is  transferable  in  the  same  individual  without 
proving  that  a  parasitic  virus  is  present  in  the  cells  transferred.  Although 
both  carcinoma  and  sarcoma  have  been  grafted  from  one  animal  to  another, 
success  has  as  yet  only  attended  the  experiments  made  between  animals  of 
the  same  species.  No  authentic  instance  (that  is,  none  satisfying  modern 
criticism)  is  at  present  forthcoming  of  the  grafting  of  human  carcinoma 
upon  any  of  the  lower  animals.  One  of  the  best  examples  of  transference 
from  animal  to  animal  is  recorded  by  Hanau  of  Zurich,  who  has  success- 
fully engrafted  squamous-celled  carcinoma  from  a  rat,  with  such  a  growth 
on  the  vulva,  upon  a  series  of  other  rats,  by  inserting  portions  of  the 
tumour  into  the  peritoneal  cavity.  In  one  case,  where  death  ensued 
after  three  months,  the  abdominal  cavity  was  filled  with  nodules  which 
presented  the  typical  histological  structure  of  squamous-celled  carcinoma. 
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We  have  ourselves  carried  out  a  considerable  number  of  such  experi- 
ments between  the  human  subject  and  lower  animals  (5).  Our  method 
consisted  in  transplanting  portions  of  tumours  recently  removed  by 
operation  into  the  abdominal  cavity,  sulicutaneous  tissue  or  muscles.  The 
tumours  used  were  twenty-three  scirrhous  carcinomata  of  the  bi'east  and 
six  sarcomata  :  the  animals  Avere  monkeys,  dogs,  rabbits,  white  rats,  three 
sheep  and  one  cat.  At  times  the  entire  tumour  Avas  placed  in  the  jjeri- 
toneal  cavity  after  the  sujaerfluous  fat  had  been  removed  from  its  exterior. 
On  other  occasions  portions  Avere  cut  from  it  and  pushed  in  different 
directions  into  the  abdomen.  The  tumour  after  its  removal  Avas  kept  at 
the  liody  temperature  in  an  incubator,  and  transferred  to  the  animal  in 
from  half  an  hour  to  an  hour  and  a  half  after  remoA'al.  Sometimes  pieces 
of  as  many  as  three  different  tumours  Avere  placed  at  different  dates  into 
the  same  animal. 

The  result  of  all  these  experiments  Avas  negative.  The  pieces  of 
ti'ansplanted  tumour  invariably  underwent  coagulation  necrosis,  in  one 
case  subsequent  calcification,  and  Avere  found  either  lying  encapsuled 
in  the  tissues,  or  to  have  been  completely  absorbed.  In  tAvo  instances 
an  entire  scirrhous  carcinoma  of  the  breast  inserted  into  the  peritoneal 
cavity  (dog)  entirely  disappeared,  the  abdominal  wound  having  itself 
healed  Avithout  discharge  of  the  graft.  In  the  first  of  these  the  tumour 
Avas  one  and  a  half  by  three-quarters  of  an  inch  ;  the  animal  Avas  quite 
Avell  700  days  after  the  experiment,  and,  on  its  being  killed,  all  the  viscera 
Avere  found  healthy. 

The  same  negative  results  attended  certain  feeding  experiments 
carried  out  on  Avhite  rats.  We  fed  two  Avhite  rats,  male  and 
female,  Avith  fourteen  fresh  scirrhous  carcinomata.  The  experiments 
extended  OA'er  a  period  of  seven  months,  during  Avhich  the  animals 
remained  Avell  and  several  litters  of  young  were  born.  They  Avere 
undertaken  to  ascertain  Avhether  infection  of  the  stomach  or  intestines, 
such  as  ensues  in  some  instances  from  the  ingestion  of  tuberculous 
material,  could  be  induced.  On  killing  the  rats  the  pylorus  and  other 
parts  of  the  alimentary  tract  were  found  to  be  quite  normal.  In  one 
experiment  a  small  piece  of  the  groAving  edge  of  a  recently  removed 
scirrhus  of  the  breast  Avas  inserted  into  the  anterior  chamber  of  a  rabbit's 
eye.  The  corneal  incision  healed  perfectly,  but  the  graft,  after  under- 
going slight  diminution  in  bulk,  remained  vinchanged ;  two  months 
later,  on  killing  the  animal,  it  Avas  found  adherent  to  the  iris  by  one 
aspect  and  to  the  back  of  the  cornea  by  the  other.  In  all  this  the  experi- 
ments, both  negative  and  positive,  indicate  not  the  common  order  of 
infection,  but  that  of  grafting,  Avhether  in  animal  or  vegetable  tissues. 
They  do  not  prove,  Avhen  successful,  that  the  cause  of  cancer  is  a  para- 
sitic virus,  but  only  that  a  poition  of  a  malignant  tumour  Avill  continue  to 
groAV  in  the  body  of  a  second  individual  as  it  would  have  done  in  the 
body  of  the  first.  Even  when  the  spot  has  been  previously  prepared 
by  an  experimentally  caused  inflammation,  no  other  result  has  yet  been 
obtained ;  as  in  Mr.  D'Arcy  PoAver's  experiments  of  placing  pieces  of 
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human  scirrhus  into  the  vaginte  of  rabbits  previously  kept  irritated  or 
inflamed  by  the  application  of  linimentum  iodi. 

Finally,  if  the  positive  results  attained  do  not  prove  the  existence 
of  a  parasite,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  likewise  that  the  negative  do  not 
disprove  it.  The  method  of  transmission  in  infective  diseases  is  not 
always  so  direct  and  simple  as  such  grafting  exjjeriments  presuppose.  It 
has  l^een  shown,  for  example,  that  malaria  cannot  be  transmitted  between 
birds  by  the  injection  of  blood  containing  the  hsematozoon ;  and  we 
ourselves  had  found  that  psorospermosis  could  not  be  induced  in  the 
scarified  skin  of  the  rabbit  by  rubbing  in  psorospermial  material  obtained 
direct  from  the  livers  of  other  rabbits. 

The  endemic  location  of  cancer,  comprehending  sarcoma  and  carci- 
noma, is  a  highly  remarkable  fact  in  the  history  of  malignant  tumours. 
One  of  the  most  noteworthy  instances  of  it  is  recorded  by  Mr.  Law  Webb. 
In  a  group  of  cottages  forming  a  ceitain  village  in  Shropshire  nine  cases 
of  cancer  had  been  treated  in  fifteen  years.  The  dwellings  are  grouped 
together',  and  do  not  occupy  much  more  than  an  acre  of  ground.  All  the 
inhabitants  use  water  from  a  certain  pump  situate  by  the  roadside,  and 
close  to  a  very  filthy  hovel.  There  are  twenty  houses  in  all ;  one 
cottage,  enjoying  a  bad  pre-eminence  for  dirt  and  discomfort,  furnished 
three  of  the  nine  cases.  In  none  of  the  whole  series  were  the  patients 
related  l:)y  blood. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  this  hamlet  are  two  houses  under  one 
roof  with  a  drain  system  and  water-supply  common  to  both.  Calling 
these  Nos.  1  and  2,  twenty-six  years  ago  a  man,  cetat.  28,  living  at 
No.  1,  suffered  from  cancer  of  the  rectum,  of  which  he  died.  The 
house  was  next  occupied  by  a  man  and  wife.  The  former,  two  years 
after  the  death  of  the  previous  tenant,  was  treated  for  cancer  of  the 
stomach,  to  which  malady  he  succumbed.  His  widow  continued  to 
live  in  the  same  house,  and  died  ten  years  later  from  cancer  of  the 
rectum.  Before  her  death  a  woman  in  house  No.  2  was  found  to  l^e 
suffering  from  cai'cinoma  of  the  breast,  which  proved  fatal  in  eight 
months.  The  first  house  was  next  occupied  by  three  spinsters,  one  of 
whom  died  of  cancer  of  the  uterus,  and  a  second  with  cancer  of  the 
stomach. 

In  connection  with  the  high  mortality  which  obtains  in  Devonshire 
we  may  cite  a  remarkable  instance,  the  details  of  which  were  communi- 
cated to  us  by  Dr.  R.  Ackerley  of  Surbiton.  In  a  large  house  in  Ashbur- 
ton,  situated  on  low  ground,  the  cellars  of  which  are  below  the  level  of 
a  small  stream  which  runs  through  the  town  about  twenty  yards  from  the 
house,  four  cases  of  cancer  have  occurred  in  the  last  thirteen  years  :  (1) 
a  lady  who  had  occupied  the  house  for  many  years  died  from  cancer  of 
the  breast ;  (2)  the  next  occupant,  after  residing  at  least  seven  years  in 
the  same  house,  died  from  the  same  disease ;  (3)  her  husband  died 
two  years  ago  of  carcinoma  of  the  larynx ;  (4)  the  second  wife  of  the 
last  mentioned,  whom  he  married  five  years  ago,  has  lately  had  her  breast 
removed  for  scirrhus.    Four  other  deaths  from  cancer  have  been  certified 
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in  the  last  four  years  in  persons  who  had  long  resided  within  a  hundred 
yards  of  the  same  house. 

Cancer  has,  moreover,  a  certain  geographical  distribution.  Its  dis- 
tribution in  England  and  AVales  has  been  carefully  di'awn  out  by  Mr.  Havi- 
land  (7).  His  conclusions  are  that  the  disease  is  most  prevalent  along  those 
river-courses  which  seasonally  flood  their  banks,  such  as  the  Thames,  the 
Severn,  the  Mid  Devon  and  Yorkshire  rivers ;  and  that  wherever,  from 
the  nature  of  the  rocks  forming  the  water-shed,  the  floods  are  much  dis- 
coloured by  alluvium,  and  where,  from  the  flatness  of  the  country,  the 
floods  are  retained  and  not  easily  drained  off,  there  is  found  the  greatest 
mortality  from  cancer.  art.  on  "Med.  Geography  of  Gr.  Brit."] 

Koch's  Foup  Postulates. — Notwithstanding  the  negative  results  of  the 
inoculations  detailed,  the  parasitic  theory  of  malignant  new  growths  is 
so  well  grounded  that  during  the  past  few  years  the  whole  of  the  Avork 
on  the  subject  has  been  directed  by  it. 

After  the  rise  of  modern  bacteriology  the  first  attempts  made  were 
to  cultivate  a  specific  microphyte  from  such  tumours.  In  this  country 
we  undertook  a  considerable  series  of  such  experiments  (8).  We  con- 
fined ourselves  to  the  use  of  spheroidal-celled  carcinoma  of  the  mamma, 
for  the  reason  that  in  external  carcinomata  the  problem  is  complicated  by 
the  chances  of  a  saprophytic  or  adventitious  infection ;  in  three  instances, 
however,  sarcomata  were  employed.  The  media  comprised  nutrient 
gelatine,  nutrient  agar,  human  blood  serum  obtained  from  placentse,  etc., 
and  fluid  media,  such  as  hydrocele  fluid  and  human  jDlacental  blood  serum. 
Portions  of  the  tumour  immediately  after  its  removal  were  cut  by  means 
of  knives  previously  sterilised  by  heat,  and  transferred  to  the  tubes  of 
nutrient  media  on  the  loop  of  platinum  wire.  In  some  cases  the  tubes 
were  incubated  at  the  body  temperature ;  in  others  kept  at  that  of  the 
room.  The  results  were  uniformly  negative,  with  a  few  exceptions 
due  to  accidental  contamination  from  the  air  or  otherwise  during  the 
manipulations  the  experiments  involved. 

Although  different  conclusions  have  been  reached  by  certain  continental 
observers,  it  is  now  universally  admitted  that  these  were  based  on  experi- 
mental error.  Up  to  the  present  time  no  specific  microphyte  has  been 
cultivated  from  malignant  tumours. 

The  failure  of  evidence  in  this  direction  led  to  the  suggestion  that 
the  hypothetical  microjmrasite  might  belong  to  the  animal  series,  and  be 
a  protozoon. 

In  considering  this  new  phase  of  the  problem,  the  fulfilment  of  Koch's 
four  postulates  must  equally  be  insisted  upon.  In  the  case  of  malaria,  it 
is  true,  no  culture  of  the  hsematozoon  has  at  present  been  accomplished, 
and  yet  the  causative  role  of  the  latter  is  accepted  ;  but  here  the  exist- 
ence of  a  living  protozoon  in  the  blood  does  not  allow  of  denial.  In  the 
case  of  cancel',  on  the  other  hand,  this,  KoclCs  first  postulate,  namely,  the 
demonstration  of  a  microzoon  in  the  blood,  juices,  or  tissues,  is  itself 
in  dispute.  In  sections  of  carcinoma  there  are  certain  appeai'ances 
which  are  interpreted  by  different  observers  as  indicating  the  presence  of 
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a  protozoon.  A  full  historical  account  of  the  minute  histology  of  caici- 
noma  in  this  relation  is  given  by  Noeggerath  up  to  the  close  of  1891. 
The  more  important  observations  since  then  are  those  of  Soudakewitch, 
Foa,  and,  in  this  comitry,  of  Ruffer.  The  work  of  Ludwig  Pfeiffer  is  an 
attempt  to  compile  the  life  histoiy  of  a  protozoon  from  the  study  of  sec- 
tions of  malignant  tumours,  but  the  histological  misinterpretations  it 
contains  are  so  numerous  as  to  destroy  whatever  value  it  might  other- 
wise have.  Ruffer  has  simplified  the  subject  by  reducing  the  hypothetical 
parasite  to  a  very  few  definite  forms,  and  Ave  may  hei'e  cite  his  descrip- 
tion, to  the  accuracy  of  which  we  can  oui'selves  testify.  As  seen  in  the 
protoplasm  of  the  epithelial  cells  of  the  growing  edge,  say  of  a  mammary 
scirrhus,  the  fully-grown  parasite  consists  essentially — 

(1)  Of  a  central  round,  oval,  or  slightly  irregular  inicleus,  sometimes 
connected  by  fine  delicate  rays  with  the  periphery. 

(2)  Of  a  variable  amount  of  surrounding  pi'otoplasm,  almost,  if  not 
quite,  filling  a  capsule  (now  and  then  the  protoplasm  exhibits  a  series  of 
peripheral  granules). 

(3)  Of  a  doubly -contoured  capsule  confining  the  whole. 

What  of  its  life  history,  and  especially  its  mode  of  reproduction  ? 

If  we  turn  to  the  more  thoroughly  known  of  the  microzoa  pai'asitic  in 
the  lower  animals,  a  distinct  life  history,  often  a  very  complex  one,  is  to  be 
traced ;  and  a  portion  of  this  may  be  passed  outside  the  body  of  the 
host. 

The  multiplication  of  the  bodies  described  in  carcinoma  is  alleged  to 
take  place  by  binary  division,  and  groups  of  considerable  numbers  may 
be  met  with  in  the  epithelial  cells. 

Certain  appearances  characteristic  of  a  protozoic  life  history  have  been 
described,  such  as  falciform  spores  and  spore  cysts. 

As  to  the  former,  the  opinion  of  Metschnikoff  has  yet  to  be  contro- 
verted, namely,  that  the  appearances  in  question  result  from  nuclear  de- 
generation. Indeed,  bodies  of  similar  forms  may  be  seen  in  degenerating 
tissues  from  sources  altogether  diflPerent.  Other  such  particles  within  the 
cell  body  pertain  to  the  nuclei  of  ingested  leucocytes  or  lymphocytes,  and 
yet  smaller  ones  possibly  represent  the  residua  of  chromatin  resulting 
fi'om  the  irregular  mitoses  so  frequently  observed  in  the  epithelial  cells  of 
carcinoma. 

As  spore  cysts  have  been  described — 

(1)  Aggregations  of  polynuclear  leucocytes  in  spaces  between  the 
epithelial  cells,  such  as  may  be  produced  in  the  rabbit's  vagina  after 
repeated  application  of  linimentum  iodi. 

(2)  Cell  invaginations,  the  protoplasm  of  which  is  highly  vacuolated 
and  the  cell  membrane  unusually  pronounced ;  and,  as  free  spores,  the 
particles  resulting  from  degenerative  fragmentation  of  the  nucleus  and 
destruction  of  the  cell. 

In  squamous-celled  carcinomata  the  keratinising  cells  themselves  have 
been  erroneously  viewed  as  parasites.  The  disproof  of  this  is  furnished 
by  the  readiness  with  which  every  intermediate  phase  may  be  traced 
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between  normal  epithelial  cells  and  those  which  cease  to  take  any  nuclear 
stains. 

As  to  the  particular  body  in  question,  it  closely  approaches  certain  of 
the  results  of  hyaline  degeneration  the  products  of  which  are  equally  dis- 
tinguished by  their  afHnity  for  fuchsin,  and  are  met  with,  as  was  shown 
by  ourselves,  in  various  non-cancerous  formations,  diphtheritic  tonsil, 
caseous  lymphatic  glands,  etc.  (14).  One  test  the  body  in  question  certainly 
stands — that  of  constancy ;  it  may  be  demonstrated  in  the  growing  edge 
of  every  carcinoma :  and  nothing  identical  has,  in  oiu"  opinion,  been 
hitherto  produced  in  ejjithelium  by  ai'tificial  methods  of  irritation. 

The  bodies  seen  in  the  epidermis  raised  by  a  common  blister  stain 
Avith  differential  dyes  like  nuclear  chromatin  (those  of  carcinoma  stain  in 
general  like  the  nucleolus) ;  they  lie  in  spherical  spaces  in  the  cell  body  ; 
and,  what  is  most  important  of  all,  there  is  no  other  structTU'e  in  the  cell 
representing  the  nucleus  ;  they  are,  in  short,  shrunken  nuclei  lying  in 
peri-nuclear  vacuoles,  possibly  compressed  by  the  accumidation  of  fluid 
around. 

As  related  to  the  first  postulate  of  Koch,  reference  may  next  be  made 
to  certain  questions  in  the  chemistry  of  carcinoma.  It  has  lieen  shown 
that  the  capsule  of  encapsulated  protozoa  consists  at  times  of  chitin  or  of 
cellulose — both  of  them  substances  altogether  absent  from  the  tissues  of 
vertel)rates.  Is  either  present  in  a  carcinoma  ?  This  question  can  be 
answered  in  the  negative.  The  investigation  was  carried  out  for  us 
by  Gregor  Brodie  at  King's  College,  London,  under  the  direction  of 
Professor  Halliburton,  as  follows  : — 

Method. — The  tumour  is  cleared  of  surrounding  fat,  but  the  growing 
edge  is  carefully  left ;  it  is  then  minced  on  a  sheet  of  glass,  and  boiled  in 
20  per  cent  solution  of  caustic  soda  for  ten  minutes,  the  tissue  being  in 
this  way  dissolved ;  whilst  hot  the  fluid  is  filtered  through  asbestos,  the 
process  being  hastened  by  means  of  a  vacuum  pump.  A  yellowish 
residue,  indicating  the  presence  of  fats  in  excess,  remains  on  the  siuface 
of  the  asbestos.  Should  chitin  or  cellulose  be  present  it  would  also 
remain  on  and  in  the  asljestos,  seeing  that  it  is  insoluble  in  caustic  soda. 
Boiling  caustic  potass  (5  per  cent)  is  run  through  the  filter,  and  then  20 
per  cent  of  the  same  boiling  solution  ;  the  precipitate  on  the  asbestos  is 
next  washed  with  boiling  distilled  water.  Nearly  the  whole  of  the  pre- 
cipitate, or  at  least  of  the  pale  yellow  portion,  disappears  in  this  process. 
The  caustic  potass  is  then  neutralised  by  di'awing  through  the  asbestos  10 
per  cent  hydric  sulphate,  first  cold  and  afterwards  boiling,  and  finally 
boiling  distilled  water  in  order  to  remove  all  trace  of  the  acid.  The 
pi'esence  of  chitin  or  cellulose  is  now  tested  thus  : — 

Cellulose  is  soluble  in  concentrated  hydric  sulphate,  chitin  in  concen- 
trated hydric  chloride.  A  small  amount  of  hydric  sulphate  is  poured  on 
the  filter,  and  after  five  minutes  draM-n  through.  The  addition  of  dis- 
tilled water  to  the  pale  brown  filtrate  gives  a  precipitate.  The  fiuid  is 
then  filtered  through  the  asbestos,  the  precipitate  appearing  on  the 
surface  of  the  latter  as  a  pale  yellow  film.    "Were  cellulose  in  solution  in 
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the  clear  filtrate,  it  would  be  demonstrable  by  boiling  the  fluid  in  order 
to  convert  that  substance  into  dextrose  or  grape  sugar,  which  is  recognis- 
able by  boiling  with  Fehling's  solution.  No  reaction,  however,  with 
Fehling's  solution  is  obtainable. 

To  remove  any  fatty  acids  remaining,  or  constituting  the  precipitate 
on  the  asbestos,  the  latter  is  washed  with  cold  alcohol,  hot  alcohol,  and 
finally  warm  ether ;  a  film  of  faint  brown  colour  still  remains  on  the 
filter.  The  test  for  chitin  is  next  carried  out.  Chitin  is  insoluble  in 
strong  hydric  sulphate,  but  soluble  in  strong  hydric  chloride. 

Concentrated  hydric  chloride  is  poured  in  small  quantities  on  the 
filter,  and  the  filtrate  tested ;  dilution  of  part  with  water  gives  no  pre- 
cipitate of  chitin ;  the  remainder  is  evaporated  in  a  capsule  over  a  water 
bath ;  the  thinnest  pale  yellow  film  remains  on  the  side  and  bottom  of 
the  vessel.  This  alcohol  at  once  dissolves,  proving  it  to  be  fatty  acid 
remaining  over  from  experimental  error. 

Is  there  albumose  in  a  carcinoma  ? 

We  were  induced  to  look  for  such  a  body  in  consequence  of  its 
discovery  in  cultures  of  pathogenic  bacteria ;  it  seemed  to  us  that  a 
like  substance  derived  from  the  agency  of  a  specific  mici'o-organism  might 
possibly  exist  in  malignant  growths. 

The  method  adopted  was  as  follows  : — ■ 

The  tumour,  scirrhus  of  the  breast,  is  minced  and  pounded  in  a  < 
mortar  with  50  per  cent  glycerine  and  distilled  water,  to  which  is  added 
a  little  thymol.  Before  applying  the  test  to  the  extract,  it  is  ascertained 
that  the  reaction  is  not  acid,  and  that  no  trace  of  decomposition  is  present. 
An  equal  bulk  of  trichloracetic  acid  (10  per  cent  solution)  is  added,  and 
the  mixture  boiled  five  minutes  in  a  beaker  to  bring  about  the  precipita- 
tion of  the  globulins  and  albumin  ;  it  is  then  filtered.  The  direct  albu- 
mose tests  next  applied  to  the  clear,  faintly  opalescent  filtrate  are  nega- 
tive in  result. 

A  drop  of  strong  hydric  nitrate  gives  no  precipitate ;  cupric  sulphate 
solution  gives  no  precipitate ;  caustic  potash  solution  gives,  after  the 
addition  of  the  latter,  not  a  rose  colour  (albumose),  but  a  violet — an 
ordinary  proteid  reaction  possibly  due  to  a  trace  of  acid  albumin  not  pre- 
cipitated by  the  trichloracetic  acid  (Brodie).  Two  possible  fallacies  may 
be  here  noticed.  If  putrefaction  be  allowed  to  arise  before  the  applica- 
tion of  the  test  the  ordinary  albumose  resulting  from  that  process  would 
have  been  formed.  There  is,  however,  a  more  subtle  source  of  possible 
error.  The  reaction  of  a  carcinoma  or  sarcoma  immediately  after  removal 
is  alkaline ;  in  a  few  hours  it  becomes  acid  :  in  this  the  morbid  tissue 
resembles  those  of  the  body  in  general — not  only  muscular,  but  glandular 
also.  In  muscle  a  post-mortem  formation  of  albumose  is  actually  brought 
about  by  the  acid  reaction  allowing  the  pepsin,  which  circulates  in  small 
quantity  through  the  body,  to  digest  the  proteid.  It  is  quite  possible 
that  a  trace  of  albumose  might  thus  be  formed  after  tissue-death  if  the 
examination  of  the  growth  be  deferred. 

Koch's  Second  Postulate. — Seeing  that  no  spores  or  other  indisput- 
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able  evidences  of  a  protozoon  have  been  histologically  demonstrated  in 
malignant  tumours,  the  proof  of  a  parasite  must  depend  upon  its  cultiva- 
tion outside  the  body.  And  it  is  in  this  direction  that  our  own  latest 
work  has  lain  (15).  We  were  induced  to  carry  it  out,  also,  for  the 
theoretical  reason  that  the  want  of  success  attending  the  transplantation 
of  carcinoma  from  man  to  the  lower  animals  might  be  due  to  the 
fact  that  it  was  necessary  for  the  parasite  to  assume  a  phase  outside 
its  host  in  order  to  transmit  the  disease.  Although  at  one  time  we 
employed  fliiid  media  in  test-tubes,  very  dilute  broth,  very  dilute  agar, 
milk  (to  all  of  which  6  per  cent  glycerine  was  added),  potassium  oxalate 
plasma  (dog),  we  ultimately  abandoned  these  methods  as  not  ensuring 
sufficiently  natural  aeration. 

We  also  fed  worms  with  pieces  of  mammary  scirrhus  placed  in 
sterilised  sand  and  water,  with  the  idea  that  it  might  be  necessary  for 
the  hypothetical  protozoon  to  pass  through  the  body  of  some  lower  form 
in  order  to  acquire  an  infective  quality  for  man  and  animals.  The 
experiment  failed ;  although  the  cancer  was  devoured  the  worms  died, 
doubtless  because  the  sterility  of  the  sand  had  deprived  them  of  all  other 
kinds  of  nourishment. 

Again,  we  buried  mammary  carcinoma  in  garden  soil  and  sub- 
sequently inserted  portions  of  the  tumour  (exhumed  after  six  weeks) 
into  the  abdomen  of  rats,  but  without  obtaining  any  positive  result. 

Our  final  method  of  experiment  consisted  in  the  use  of  sterilised  sand 
and  water  as  a  culture  medium,  and  of  deep  capsules  of  different 
diameters  as  well  as  Petri  dishes,  in  the  place  of  test-tubes.  Portions 
of  the  growing  edge  of  the  tumour  were  cut  with  knives  previously 
sterilised  by  heat,  and  then  transferred  to  the  sand  in  the  neigh- 
liourhood  of  a  littoral  which  was  made  by  so  tilting  the  sand  that 
the  Avater  did  not  completely  submerge  it.  The  capsules  were  afterwards 
stored  in  a  lal)oratory  between  sterilised  double  dishes,  the  covers  of 
these  being  raised  for  a  short  distance  with  wooden  blocks  soaked  in 
solution  of  corrosive  sublimate.  From  most  of  the  smaller  deep 
capsules  the  covers  were  removed  as  they  were  placed  between  the 
double  dishes ;  the  Petri  capsules  were  kept  covered  throughout. 
Occasionally  a  small  quantity  of  beef  peptone  broth  was  added  to 
the  Avater.  The  examinations  were  conducted  by  removing  some  of 
the  sand  from  the  littoral  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  pieces  of 
tumour  with  a  sterilised  glass  rod  to  a  sterilised  slide ;  the  sand 
so  removed  is  gently  stroked  with  the  rod,  the  slide  being  so  inclined 
that  sufficient  fluid  leaves  the  sand  to  make  a  microscopic  preparation. 
Many  such  experiments  were  made  both  with  mammary  carcinoma  and 
different  sarcomata ;  most  of  the  latter  were  of  the  melanotic  variety 
from  recently  killed  horses. 

In  all  the  experiments  cari'ied  out  with  carcinoma  we  confined  our- 
selves to  the  typical  scirrhus  of  the  breast,  for  the  reason  that,  in  the  case 
of  new  growths  involving  superficial  parts  like  the  lip  or  tongue,  there 
exists  the  possibility  of  infection  with  purely  saprophytic  protozoa ;  some 
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of  Avhich  occur  normally  in  such  mucous  canals  as  the  vagina  and 
intestine. 

The  examinations  were  made  at  different  intervals  up  to  periods  of 
five  months.  In  none  of  the  series  were  any  indications  of  protozoic  life 
encountered.  Active  amoebae  were  found  on  four  or  five  occasions  in 
different  Petri  capsules  infected  with  mammary  scirrhus  and  squamous- 
celled  carcinoma ;  but  this  observation  was  limited  to  the  earlier  experi- 
ments in  which  the  sources  of  fallacy  were  not  rigidly  excluded.  In  all 
cases  a  growth  of  bacteria  ensued,  and  the  purpose  of  adding  broth  to  the 
fluid  was  to  favour  this,  in  order  that  pabulum  might  thus  be  furnished 
for  the  growth  of  any  protozoa  present. 

It  need  hardly  be  said  after  this  that  infection  experiments  carried 
out  upon  animals  by  means  of  such  sand,  or  the  grafting  of  portions  of 
tumours  inculjated  in  fluid  media,  have  yielded  negative  results  in 
our  hands,  whether  the  sand  were  introduced  into  the  venous  current 
in  dogs,  into  the  peritoneal  cavity  of  rats,  or  rubbed  weekly  for  many 
months  into  the  scarified  skin. 

In  the  various  experiments  so  performed  the  sand  actually  used  was 
teeming  with  amoebae,  which  later  observation  proved  to  be  adventitious 
and  non-pathogenetic.  Similar  experiments  made  with  sand  infected  with 
the  pump-water  from  the  cancerous  village  referred  to  in  the  earlier  part 
of  this  article  were  likewise  negative  ;  nor  did  the  feeding  of  white  rats 
■with  food  to  which  this  water  was  added  lead  to  any  different  result. 

Treatment. — It  would  be  outside  the  purpose  of  the  present  article 
to  deal  Avith  the  operative  procediu"es  practised  in  the  surgical  ti'eatment 
of  cancer,  or  to  do  more  than  mention  the  chief  remedies  which  have  been 
tried  from  time  to  time  in  the  treatment  of  malignant  disease.  In  con- 
sidering this  subject  the  occasional  spontaneous  disappearance  of  certain 
tumours  must  be  borne  in  mind.  Such  a  disappearance  has  been 
observed  not  only  in  benign  growths,  like  fibro-adenomata  of  the  breast 
and  uterine  myomata,  but  also  in  sarcomata. 

In  the  museum  of  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  London,  is  the  cast  of 
the  head  of  a  man  twenty-foui'  years  of  age,  who  about  six  years  before 
admission  was  struck  with  the  fly-wheel  of  an  engine  ;  a  few  months  later 
a  tumour  commenced  to  grow  at  the  stricken  spot,  and  after  reaching  the 
size  of  a  sparrow's  egg  disappeared  in  about  the  space  of  six  months. 
Six  or  eight  tumours  which  subsequently  grew  in  different  situations  on 
the  head  afterwards  diminished  in  size.  On  his  admission  there 
was  a  large  tumour  near  the  middle  of  the  anterior  border  of 
the  left  parietal  bone,  its  longest  diameter  being  .five  inches ;  and 
in  addition  the  six  or  eight  smaller  growths  before  mentioned. 
The  chief  formation  was  excised  in  March  1890,  and  histologically 
presented  the  structure  of  a  fibro-sarcoma.  Mr.  Butlin  has  recorded 
the  partial  disappearance  of  what  was  presumed  to  be  a  sarcoma  of  the 
testicle  in  a  boy.  In  this  case  tumours  previously  removed  from  the 
forehead  and  front  of  the  ear  exhibited  the  structure  of  round-celled  sar- 
coma; both  testicles  svibsequently  enlarged,  but  the  right  afterwards 
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underwent  marked  diminution  in  size  ;  many  growths  appeared  about  the 
same  time  in  various  other  parts  of  the  body  :  the  administration  of 
mercury  had  not  the  slightest  elfect.  It  is  not  impossible  that  the  above 
case  was  one  of  malignant  lymphoma  or  generalised  lymphomatosis, 
rather  than  of  true  roujid-celled  sarcoma ;  the  partial  disappearance  of 
such  formations  is  a  well-known  clinical  phenomenon,  especially  during 
the  administration  of  arsenic. 

Considerably  more  voluminous  growths  of  a  tissue  that  has  been  by 
some  compared  with  sarcoma,  though  it  has  histologically  the  sti'uctui'e 
of  granulation-tissue  (granuloma  fungoides),  have  been  known  to  undergo 
complete  disappearance  quite  independently  of  any  local  treatment.  The 
difficulty  occasionally  presented  in  the  differential  diagnosis  of  malignant 
tumours  and  syphilomata  must  also  be  borne  in  mind. 

As  a  matter,  possil)ly,  of  interest  we  may  state  that,  in  search  of  a 
protective  vaccine,  we  have  tried  the  effects  of  su1)cutaneous  injection  of 
a  50  per  cent  glycerine  extract  of  both  carcinoma  and  sarcoma,  hopeless 
cases  l)eing  selected  for  treatment. 

The  injections  in  one  case  of  mammary  carcinoma  exceeded  fifty  in 
number,  no  less  than  ten  different  carcinomata  being  employed.  In  one 
instance  of  recurrent  sarcoma  of  the  mamma  the  glycerine  extract  of  foiu' 
diff'erent  sarcomata  was  used.  No  local  reaction  ensued,  such  as  is 
observed  after  the  injection  of  "  tuberculin  "  in  cases  of  tuberculosis  ;  and 
the  procedure  in  no  case  retarded  the  growth  and  multiplication  of  the 
tumours.  The  use  of  fresh  sheep  serum  was  equally  inefiScacious  in  car- 
cinoma, that  is,  the  serum  of  an  animal  in  which  malignant  disease  is  so 
rare  that  it  may  be  considered  to  enjoy  a  natural  immunity.  Amongst 
other  methods  may  be  recounted  Fehleisen's  inoculation  of  erysipelas, 
the  interstitial  injection  of  methyl  violet,  the  passage  of  electric  currents, 
and  more  recently  the  injection  of  the  combined  toxins  of  streptococcus 
erysipelatis  and  bacillus  prodigiosus  (Coley).  The  effect  of  the  last- 
mentioned  treatment,  like  that  of  Fehleisen,  is  a  local  and  not  a  general  one. 

The  serum  of  animals  into  the  circulation  of  which  cancer  juice  has 
been  introduced  has  also  been  used  therapeutically.  This  method  we 
based  upon  the  results  obtained  with  serum  antitoxins  in  general,  and 
we  are  at  present  engaged  in  putting  it  to  the  test :  the  same  idea  has 
independently  served  as  a  basis  of  recent  work  abroad. 

Up  to  the  jiresent  the  only  hope  has  lain  in  early  removal  liefore  the 
infective  elements  of  the  tumour  have  l)een  Avidely  transported  into  the 
svuTounding  tissues  or  to  distant  parts  of  the  body.  The  most  successful 
operator  is  he  who,  knowing  the  pathology  of  the  disease,  appreciates  the 
value  of  free  and  careful  excision.  The  incisions  must  be  planned  to  jiass 
through  parts  believed  to  be  healthy ;  no  knife  which  has  been  infected 
Avith  the  juice  of  the  tumour  must  be  used  for  the  division  of  healthy 
tissues,  lest  the  seeds  of  recurrence  be  sown  along  the  fresh-cut  surfaces, 
and  not  only  must  lymph-glands  be  removed,  but  lymphatic  vessels.  In 
certain  localities  the  operation  for  cancer  conducted  on  these  principles 
may  permanently  rid  the  patient  of  the  disease.    Excision  of  carcinoma  of 
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the  lip  may  l)e  completely  successful ;  so,  in  a  certain  percentage,  is  that 
of  mammary  carcinoma,  whilst  the  free  removal  of  the  rectum  is  followed 
liy  better  results  as  regards  respite  from  recurrence  than  that  of  any 
other  jjart. 

Samuel  G.  Shattook. 
Charles  A.  Ballance. 
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PEINCIPLES  OF  DRUG  THERAPEUTICS 
I.  Introductory 

The  work  of  the  great  Italian  anatomists,  Vesalius,  Fallopius,  Eustachius 
and  others  in  the  latter  half  of  the  sixteenth  century,  led  eventually  to 
the  overthrow  of  the  Galenic  system  of  drug  therapeutics  ;  l)ut  the  in- 
fluence of  the  anatomists  in  this  direction  was  by  no  means  immediate. 
The  early  editions  of  the  London  Pharmacopoeia,  which  was  first  published 
in  1618,  probably  indicate  fairly  well  the  method  on  which  drugs  were 
used  in  England  at  that  day  for  the  cure  of  disease.  In  that  of  1632 
most  of  the  formulae  are  copied  from  the  works  of  Greek  and  Arabian 
lAysicians, — from  Galen,  Avicenna,  Rhazes,  Haly-Alibas  and  Mesne, — 
the  name  of  the  physician  being  given  in  each  case  at  the  head  of  the 
formula.  Some,  however,  are  of  more  modern  date  ;  John  of  Arderne 
(1370)  is  responsible  for  two  compounds,  and  from  Fernelius  many  are 
derived.  We  note  many  substances  and  processes  introduced  by  the 
alchemists ;  vitrum  antimonii  and  acetate  of  lead,  for  example,  are 
amongst  the  remedies,  and  several  of  the  preparations  are  made  by  dis- 
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tillation.  We  also  see  the  influence  of  the  discovery  of  the  New 
AVoi'ld  on  medicine,  for  gnaiacum,  cnbebs,  sarsaparilla  and  sassafras  are 
amongst  the  official  substances.  There  is  a  great  variety  of  com- 
pounds ;  almost  all  are  very  complex,  many  of  them  containing  30  to  50 
ingredients  ;  into  the  "  Antidotus  magna  Matthioli  adversus  venena  et 
pestem "  there  enter  131  ingredients.  There  was  certainly  no  lack  of 
curative  agents;  in  the  list  of  simples  we  find  160  roots,  30  barks, 
16  woods,  220  herbs,  90  flowers,  96  fruits,  136  seeds,  and  50  gums, 
besides  juices  and  some  other  special  parts  of  plants.  The  animal 
kingdom  furnished  190  items.  The  fat  of  22  animals,  the  excrement  of 
11,  and  the  urine  of  5,  occupy  places  in  the  official  list  of  remedies  ;  man 
is  included  in  each  case.  Sweat  was  an  official  remedy,  so  too  were  the 
ossa  triquetra  of  the  human  cranium.  The  brains  of  the  leopard  and  of 
the  sparrow,  the  lungs  of  the  fox,  and  the  body  of  the  viper  are  found 
among  the  official  animal  substances.  Sixty  syrups  and  180  waters  were 
official. 

The  discovery  of  the  circulation  by  Harvey,  and  the  advances  made 
in  the  knowledge  of  the  structure  and  functions  of  the  body  by  Willis, 
Glisson,  Malpighi,  and  others,  together  with  the  advancement  of  chem- 
istry and  phj^sics,  led,  during  the  seventeenth  century,  to  the  formation 
of  new  hypotheses  concerning  disease  and  its  treatment.  Van  Helmont 
taught  that  life  was  connected  with  the  presence  in  man  of  a  kind  of 
pei'sonal  spirit  (Archeus),  which  from  its  seat  in  the  epigastrium 
presided  over  the  functions  of  the  body.  This  Archeus  sometimes  went 
wrong,  owing  to  external  or  internal  influences,  hence  diseases  arose. 
Later  we  find  chemical  and  mechanical  theories  of  disease.  By  Sylvius 
and  Willis  acidity  and  alkalinity,  or  fermentation  in  the  fluids  of  the 
body,  Avere  supposed  to  cause  disease ;  whilst  Baglivi  and  other  Italian 
observers,  and  still  later  Archibald  Pitcairn  in  this  country,  laid  chief 
stress  on  the  mechanical  changes  connected  with  the  tissues  and  the  cir- 
culation as  causes  of  disease.  All  the  advocates  of  these  theories  either 
contributed  something  to  the  knowledge  of  the  treatment  of  disease  by 
drugs,  or  by  their  works  instigated  further  inquiry  :  to  Willis  and  Syden- 
ham we  owe  the  greatest  advances. 

Willis  was  one  of  the  first  to  lay  stress  on  the  importance  of  a  know- 
ledge of  the  structure  of  the  different  organs  as  a  guide  to  the  use  of 
drugs;  and  in  his  Pharmaceuiike  rationalis  (1676)  he  first  gives  an  account  of 
the  minute  structure  of  the  alimentary  canal  and  its  various  parts,  and  of 
the  arteries ;  he  then  describes  the  action  of  emetics,  cathartics,  diuretics, 
diaphoretics,  cordials,  hypnotics,  and  opiates.  Further  on  he  deals  with 
the  lungs  and  bronchial  tubes,  and  the  changes  in  respiration  in  diseases 
such  as  phthisis,  haemoptysis,  and  other  lung  ailments,  giving  the  indica- 
tions for  treatment  and  the  remedies  which  in  his  opinion  answered  these 
indications.  He  likewise  points  out  what  he  regards  as  the  rational 
treatment  for  jaundice,  ascites,  tympanites,  and  anasarca.  In  a  third 
portion  of  the  work  he  deals  with  the  causes  and  treatment  of  haemorrhage, 
and  with  blisters,  issues,  etc.    The  practical  outcome  of  the  work  of  Willis 
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was  of  less  value  than  the  spirit  of  his  teaching ;  his  pathological  ideas 
about  animal  spirits  and  fermentation  as  causes  of  disease  were  very  crude  ; 
he  was  much  influenced  in  his  conclusions  by  old  theories  of  the  action 
of  morl)id  materials,  and  the  indications  of  the  qualities  (heat,  cold,  etc.) 
of  drugs ;  above  all,  he  too  readily  supposed  that  the  drugs  under  which 
his  patients  recovered  had  cured  them.  His  prescriptions  are  complex, 
and  contain  not  only  a  large  number  of  useless  agents,  but  such  remedies 
as  the  human  skull,  viper's  flesh,  millipedes,  etc.  Yet  when  he  dealt  with 
subjects  controlled  by  anatomical  knowledge,  he  made  valuable  additions 
to  the  existing  therapeutical  means. 

Sydenham  professes  to  recognise  the  value  of  anatomical  know- 
ledge, but  we  find  little  of  it  in  his  work.  Like  Hippocrates,  he 
sought  to  aid  the  natural  progress  of  those  changes  or  "  commotions  "  in 
the  blood  and  fluids  of  the  body  which  he  regarded  as  the  causes  of  acute 
disease,  and  to  help  nature  in  her  struggle  to  remove  morbid  matters. 
He  advocated  the  removal  of  the  immediate  causes  of  disease,  but  had 
no  belief  in  the  possibility  of  dealing  with  remote  causes.  By  close 
observation  he  attempted  to  determine  definite  lines  for  the  administration 
of  drugs ;  he  also  sought  to  discover  specific  remedies,  such  as  he  held 
cinchona  to  be  for  ague.  He  preferred  vegetable  drugs  to  animal  or 
mineral,  l^ecause  the  animal  are  too  like,  and  the  mineral  too  unlike  the 
tissues  of  the  body.  His  prescriptions  Avere  more  simple  than  those  of 
Willis,  and  they  are  almost  free  from  absurd  constituents.  But  if  we 
examine  the  prescriptions  of  both  Willis  and  Sydenham  we  cannot  but 
see  that,  with  the  exception  of  emetics,  purgatives,  bitters,  and  carmina- 
tives, very  few  of  the  drugs  they  used  had  the  powers  which  were  claimed 
for  them  ;  and  that  the  art  of  medicine  suffered  no  loss  when  a  large 
proportion  of  the  drugs  in  which  they  had  faith  were  consigned  to 
oblivion.  Under  such  circumstances  we  cannot  be  surprised  that  the 
Phai'macopoeia  of  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth  century  showed  no 
signs  of  improvement.  In  that  of  1677  we  find  the  drugs  and  compounds 
almost  as  numerous  as  in  the  Pharmacopoeia  of  1618;  indeed  some  of  the 
remedies  in  the  latter  are  even  more  extraordinary  than  any  in  the  earlier 
Pharmacopoeia.  Not  only  is  human  urine  set  forth  as  a  remedy,  but  care 
is  taken  to  distinguish  Urina  hominis  pueri  impuberis  from  Urina  hominis 
adulti ! 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  in  this  Pharmacopoeia  we  find  for  the 
first  time  jalap,  serpentary,  digitalis  and  cinchona ;  and  that  the  names 
of  Galen  and  the  Arabian  physicians  cease  to  appear  at  the  head  of  the 
formulae  copied  from  their  works. 

At  the  end  of  the  seventeenth  century  the  theories  of  Boerhaave,  Hoff'- 
mann,  and  Stahl  considerably  influenced  therapeutic  practice.  The  two 
former  looked  on  health  and  disease  as  the  outcome  of  chemical  and 
physical  conditions  acting  on  tissues  endowed  with  vital  properties, 
which  Hoffmann  thought  due  to  the  presence  of  an  ether -like  fluid 
existing  both  in  the  solids  and  the  blood ;  Stahl  attributed  everything 
to  soul  or  spirit.    Though  both  Boerhaave  and  Hoffmann  looked  upon 
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the  solids  of  the  body  as  playing  an  important  part  in  disease,  they  did 
not  consider  them  as  alone  concerned.  The  former,  holding  that  acridity 
or  viscosity  of  the  humours  shared  in  the  production  of  disease,  prescribed 
medicines  Avith  the  view  of  rendering  them  less  viscid ;  the  latter, 
though  attributing  disease  chiefly  to  excessive  or  defective  contraction  of 
the  solid  tissues  (sjiasm  or  atony),  nevertheless  prescribed  alteratives  for 
the  humours,  and  evacuants  for  defective  excretions.  Stahl,  on  the  other 
hand,  was  led  by  his  animistic  views  to  deny  the  efficacy  of  medicine  almost 
entirely  :  he  even  threw  doubt  on  the  use  of  opium  and  cinchona  bark. 
Though  all  these  eminent  men,  and  many  others,  added  something  to 
the  general  fund  of  knowledge  concerning  therapeutics,  the  treatment  of 
disease  by  dnigs  improved  but  slowly,  and  was  dominated  by  strange 
conceits  and  superstitions. 

Scorpions,  earth-worms,  wood-lice  and  viper's  flesh,  also  the  excre- 
ment of  the  dog,  goose,  horse  and  pigeon,  appear  in  the  Pharma- 
copoeia of  the  Eoyal  College  of  Physicians  of  London  of  1721.  The 
formulae  were  somewhat  less  complex  than  in  the  previous  century ; 
but  one,  "  Mithradatium,"  contains  49  ingredients ;  another,  "  Theriaca 
Andromachi,"  63,  including  viper's  flesh  ;  and  one  of  the  Confectiones, 
50,  amongst  which  appear  bezoars,  corals,  pearls,  and  the  flesh,  liver  and 
heart  of  the  viper. 

Amongst  the  drugs  which  appear  for  the  first  time  are  the  follow- 
ing : — Canella  alba,  tartar  emetic,  secale  cornutum,  stramonium,  gam- 
boge, ipecacuanha  and  senega.  Chemical  knowledge  has  not  reached 
the  physicians,  for  the  minerals  are  still  divided  into  sulphurs,  salts  and 
earths ;  arsenious  acid  being  included  among  the  sulphurs.  Twenty-five 
years  later  the  Pharmacopoeia  of  the  College  of  Physicians  indicates  a 
considerable  change.  The  compounds  are  much  simpler,  and  with 
a  few  exceptions  they  are  not  unlike  those  of  the  present  day  in  the 
number  of  their  ingredients. 

The  Mithradatium,  however,  still  contains  46  ingredients,  and  the 
Theriaca  Andromachi  62.  The  long  list  of  animal  substances  has  dis- 
appeared, but  a  few  extraordinary  materials  are  still  met  with :  crab's 
claws,  the  so-called  "  crab's  eyes,"  viper's  flesh  (in  an  ointment),  bezoars, 
wood-lice  and  red  coral  are  still  official.  On  the  other  hand,  some  useful 
remedies  seem  to  have  di'opped  out.  Nux  vomica,  digitalis,  senega, 
hyoscyamus,  stramonium,  male  fern,  and  secale  cornutum  are  no  longer 
official.  Spirit  of  nitrous  ether  is  official  for  the  first  time.  A  large 
number  of  useful  oils  are  introduced,  and  the  chemistry  is  much  more 
advanced. 

During  the  latter  half  of  the  eighteenth  century  very  gi-eat  advances 
were  made  in  all  the  sciences  bearing  on  medicine.  Haller  founded 
Physiology.  Chemistry  had  advanced  gi'eatly.  Barthez,  in  France, 
advanced  a  more  tenable  vitalistic  theory  of  the  nature  of  disease,  and 
Cullen's  Materia  Medica  was  in  every  respect  a  great  advance  on  any 
which  had  preceded  it.  The  London  Pharmacopoeia,  published  in  1788, 
and  that  of  Edinburgh,  which  appeared  in  1780,  reflected  the  rapid 
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advance  of  knowledge  in  Physiology,  Pathology,  Chemistry  and  Medicine 
which  now  occurred.  The  excessively  complicated  formulae,  which  the 
older  Pharmacopoeias  contained,  were  swept  away.  The  numerous  aljsurd 
animal  svibstances  present  in  previous  Pharmacopoeias  were  almost  entirely 
omitted.  Digitalis,  senega  and  male  fern  recovered  their  place  in  the 
London  Pharmacopoeia ;  and  cascarilla,  kino,  calumba  and  quassia  were 
introduced. 

The  last  years  of  the  eighteenth  and  the  first  years  of  the  present 
century  were  marked  l>y  a  fresh  outbi'eak  of  theories  concerning  the  cause 
and  cure  of  disease  which  had,  for  the  time  being,  a  considerable  influence 
on  the  treatment  of  disease  by  drugs. 

Brown,  a  pupil  of  CuUen,  maintained  that  the  tissues  of  the  body 
possess  excitability  ;  that  life  is  the  outcome  of  the  action  of  stimuli, 
such  as  warmth,  food,  etc.,  on  this  excitability,  which  is  unifoi'mly 
diifused  in  all  tissues  ;  that  sthenic  diseases  are  due  to  excessive,  and 
asthenic  to  defective  excitement.  All  remedies  are  stimuli,  and  only 
differ  in  their  power.  Strong  stimuli,  such  as  opium,  musk,  ammonia  and 
camphor,  are  useful  in  asthenic  diseases  ;  but,  if  given  in  excess,  they  may, 
by  producing  over-excitement,  lead  to  debility  :  other  substances,  such  as 
purgatives,  emetics,  etc.,  pi'oduce  less  excitement  than  is  requisite  for  health, 
and  are  antisthenic,  or  deliilitating.  Bi'own  held  that,  for  the  most  part, 
diseases  are  asthenic,  and  his  treatment  therefore  consisted  chiefly  in  the 
exhibition  of  stimulants.  He  looked  upon  sthenic  and  asthenic  conditions 
as  affecting  the  entire  economy,  and  took  little  note  of  local  changes, 
holding  that  excitability  is  unifoi'mly  diffused  ;  and  that  it  cannot  be  aug- 
mented in  one  part  only,  foi'  then  it  Avould  be  unevenly  distributed. 
This  doctrine  was  largely  accepted,  and  modifications  of  it  were  pro- 
mulgated both  in  Italy  and  in  France. 

Rasori  held  views  not  unlike  those  of  Brown.  Bi'oussais  also 
taught  that  life  is  due  to  stimulation ;  that  to  live  is  nothing  else 
than  to  be  excited  :  but  he  considered  that  different  diseases  possess 
different  degrees  of  excitability ;  and  further,  that  as  the  sum  total  of 
excitability  in  the  body  is  always  the  same,  augmentation  in  the  one 
part  occasions  dimiimtion  elsewhere.  He  looked  upon  all  medicines  as 
either  stimulants  or  debilitants,  but  strongly  upheld  the  view  that  all 
so-called  general  diseases  have  a  local  origin.  Fevers,  for  instance,  he 
believed  to  depend  on  gastro- intestinal  inflammation.  He  classified 
medicines  as  del)ilitants,  direct  stimulants,  and  revulsives  ;  and,  like 
Rasori,  he  looked  upon  undue  irritation  as  the  cause  of  most  diseases ; 
practically,  he  recommended  only  debilitating  agents  in  the  treat- 
ment of  disease.  The  English,  Italian  and  French  systems  had,  during 
the  first  two  or  three  decades  of  the  nineteenth  century,  gxeat  influence  in 
determining  the  use  of  drugs,  and  the  doctrine  of  Broussais  affected  treat- 
ment until  after  the  middle  of  this  century.  But  with  increasing 
knowledge  of  Chemistry,  Physiology  and  Pharmacology,  l)elief  in  the 
Brunonian  and  allied  systems  gradually  declined. 

The  last  theory  of  disease  and  its  cure  which  I  shall  notice  is  that  of 
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Hahnemann,  who,  at  the  end  of  the  last  century,  made  the  theory  that  "  like 
cures  like  "  the  central  point  of  a  new  system  of  therapeutics.  Hippocrates 
pointed  out  the  occasional  value  of  similars,  that  is,  of  drugs  which  produce 
symptoms  similar  to  those  observed  in  the  disease  for  which  they  are  given  ; 
so,  too,  did  Galen  and  some  later  writers.  But  Hahnemann  was  the  first 
who  raised  the  proposition  that  like  cures  like  into  a  natural  law;  and  he 
conjoined  with  this  view  a  belief  in  the  power  of  infinitesimal  doses.  He 
formulated  new  theories  to  account  for  disease  and  the  curative  action  of 
his  drugs.  He  held  that  a  spiritual  power  (the  vital  force)  animates  the 
human  body,  and  that  disease  consists  in  a  diversion  of  the  automatic 
vital  force  into  an  abnormal  direction.  Drugs  rightly  selected  can  pro- 
duce, in  his  opinion,  a  disease  like  to,  but  stronger  than  that  for  which 
they  are  given ;  and  such  medicinal  diseases  are  more  easily  over- 
come by  the  spiritual  or  vital  force  than  natui-al  diseases.  In  selecting 
a  drug  for  any  particular  ailment,  it  is  therefore  necessary  to  choose  one 
which  produces  symptoms  like  to  those  which  are  present  in  the  natural 
disease  for  which  it  is  given.  He  said  that  knowledge  of  pathology, 
or  of  the  causation  of  disease,  is  useless.  The  powerful  action  of 
infinitesimal  doses  he  attributed  to  the  fact  that  in  their  preparation 
succussion  and  trituration  were  much  used,  and  these  processes  in  his 
belief  increased  enormously  the  spiritual  or  dynamic  power  of  the  drug. 

The  theories  of  Hahnemann  on  the  nature  of  disease  and  drug 
action  have  long  died  out ;  but  there  are  still  a  few  believers  in  the 
so-called  law  of  "similars,"  and  in  the  efficacy  of  drugs  given  in 
infinitesimal  doses. 

With  Brown,  Broussais  and  Hahnemann,  another  phase  in  the 
history  of  drug  treatment  closed.  With  them  the  theoretical  systems 
of  treatment,  which  had  succeeded  one  another  since  the  sixteenth  cen- 
tury, came  to  an  end.  Therapeutics  became  rational.  A  tendency  in 
this  direction  had  long  been  manifest ;  with  the  increasing  knowledge 
of  Chemistry,  Anatomy  and  Physiology  during  the  seventeenth  and 
eighteenth  centuries,  truer  conceptions  of  the  causes  of  diseases  became 
more  general ;  and  it  came  to  pass  that  drugs  were  increasingly  used  for 
the  removal  of  causes  apart  from  belief  in  any  abstract  generalisations. 
Alkalies  were  given  for  acidity,  even  though  chemical  theories  of  disease 
were  discarded.  The  knowledge  that  the  bronchial  tubes  are  surrounded 
by  muscle  led  to  the  tentative  administration  in  asthma  of  substances 
such  as  opium  and  ether,  without  I'elation  to  any  theories  ;  and  the  good 
effects  observed  from  evacuants  in  many  ailments  led  to  their  ex- 
tended use,  without  any  definite  regard  to  Sydenham's  theory  of 
aiding  nature. 

Morgagni's  great  Avork  on  Pathological  Anatomy,  published  in  1795, 
threw  a  flood  of  light  on  the  conditions  of  disease,  and  Bichat  not  only 
pointed  out  the  importance  of  considering  changes  of  tissues,  as  well  as  of 
organs,  but  urged  that  the  true  use  of  medicine  is  to  restore  organs  and 
tissues  to  a  nor  mal  state  ;  and,  by  the  discovery  of  the  influence  which 
drugs  have  on  tissues  and  organs  and  the  functions  they  subserve,  the 
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way  was  cleared  for  the  next  great  step  in  therapeutic  progress.  The 
advances  of  chemistry  gave  facilities,  previously  wanting,  for  exact  in- 
vestigation of  the  action  of  drugs.    Stoerk,  indeed,  in  1762,  had  pub- 
lished a  good  account  of  the  action  of  henbane,  aconite,  and  some  other 
drugs  on  the  healthy  organism,  together  with  the  therapeutic  inferences 
he  ch-ew  from  this  action;  we  find,  however,  few  records  of  similar  investiga- 
tions, and  at  the  end  of  the  eighteenth  century  very  little  had  been 
ascertained  as  to  the  exact  manner  in  which  drugs  influence  the  body,  or 
as  to  those  constituents  of  drugs  on  which  their  properties  are  now  known 
to  depend.    The  progress  of  chemistry  had  indeed  led  to  a  search  for 
active  principles  in  vegetable  substances;  but  CuUen  (in  1778)  threw 
doubt  on  the  value  of  any  attempts  to  determine  them.    In  the  early 
part  of  the  nineteenth  century,  however,  chemists  were  enabled  to 
separate  several  important  alkaloids.    Morphia  Avas  discovered  in  1816, 
quinine  in  1820,  strychnine  in  1818.    These  discoveries  facilitated  those 
investigations  into  the  action  of  drugs  on  the  various  organs  and  tissues 
of  the  body  and  their  functions,  of  which  Magendie  was  the  pioneer,  and 
have  so  largely  influenced  the  therapeutic  theories  and  practices  of 
the  present  day.    Magendie  showed  that  it  was  possible  to  determine  not 
only  the  organ  on  which  a  drug  acts,  but  even  the  part  of  the  organ. 
By  a  series  of  striking  experiments  he  demonstrated  that  strychnine 
produces  its  tetanising  effects,  not  by  influencing  the  nerves  or  muscles, 
but  by  acting  on  the  reflex  centres  of  the  spinal  cord ;  and  the  methods 
by  which  he  showed  this  have  been  more  or  less  a  model  for  all  who 
have  forwarded  the  Avork  which  he  so  ably  initiated.    Soon  chemists 
throughout  Europe  were  busy  in  attempting  to  separate  the  active 
principles  from  all  the  well-known  drugs ;  and  physiologists  were  equally 
active  in  trying  to  determine  exactly  the  organs  on  which  these  principles 
act  and  the  manner  in  which  they  afi'ect  them.    Foremost  among  such 
workers  was  Claude  Bernard,  to  whom,  more  than  any  man  in  this  century, 
we  are  indebted  for  the  progress  made  in  the  comprehension  of  the 
action  of  drugs  ;  as,  not  only  by  his  experiments  on  the  physiological 
effects  of  many  drugs,  but  also  by  his  discovery  of  the  part  which 
the  vaso-motor  nerves  and  the  muscular  coat  of  the  arteries  play  in  the 
circulatory  system,  he  prepared  a  way  for  the  further  investigations  on 
the  vascular  system,  which  have  led  to  the  discovery  of  some  of  the 
most  powerful  means  we  possess  for  relieving  suffering  and  saving  life. 
His    successors    have   been   continuously  occupied    in   following  out 
the  researches  which  Magendie  initiated  ;  and  every  year  we  see  additions 
made  to  physiological  and  pharmacological  knowledge,  which,  immediately 
or  at  some  future  time,  will  enable  us  to  treat  disease  with  increasing 
certainty.    When  it  had  been  sufficiently  demonstrated  that  substances 
derived  from  the  mineral,  vegetable  and  animal  kingdoms  have  a  specific 
effect  on  disease,  and  that  this  action  in  the  case  of  animal  and  vegetable 
substances  could  be  traced  to  the  chemical  compounds  they  contain,  the 
method  in  which  the  structure  of  these  compounds  influences  their  effects 
became  a  subject  of  investigation.    Blake  in  1842  came  to  the  conclusion 
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thut  all  salts  having  the  same  base  exert  a  similar  action  when  introduced 
into  the  blood,  and  that  a  close  relation  exists  between  the  chemical  pro- 
perties of  substances  and  their  physiological  results. 

We  have  now  found  that  it  is  possible  in  many  instances  to  form  an 
idea,  from  the  composition  of  a  drug,  of  its  influence  on  the  body ; 
that  this  influence  may  be  altered  in  certain  directions  by  modifying  its 
chemical  sti'ucture,  and  that  new  substances  may  be  built  up  chemically 
to  fulfil  pharmacological  and  therapeutical  requirements. 

The  advances  of  recent  years  have  been  chiefly  in  the  direction  of 
the  discovery  and  production  of  new  agents  calculated  to  exercise  definite 
pharmacological  actions,  of  determining  their  exact  influence,  as  well  as  that 
of  the  older  drugs,  on  the  various  parts  of  the  body  and  on  the  lower 
forms  of  life,  of  ascertaining  the  minute  changes  which  take  place  in  disease 
in  the  various  organs,  and  of  discovering  the  relation  which  exists  l)etween 
micro-organisms  and  the  production  of  disease  on  the  one  hand  and  the 
pi'oducts  of  the  micro-organisms  and  the  cure  of  disease  on  the  other. 


II.  Present  Principles  of  Drug  Therapeutics 
We  give  drugs  in  disease  for  two  purposes  : — 

1.  To  restore  health  directly  by  removing  the  sum  of  the  conditions 
which  constitute  disease.  Here  we  act  empirically,  with  no  definite 
knowledge, — often  indeed  with  little  idea  of  the  action  of  our  drugs,  but 
on  the  ground  that  in  our  hands  or  in  those  of  others  they  have  restored 
health  in  like  cases. 

2.  To  influence  one  or  more  of  the  several  tissues  and  organs  which 
are  in  an  abnormal  state,  so  as  to  restore  them  to  or  towards  the  normal  ; 
with  the  hope  that  if  we  succeed  in  our  purpose  recovery  -\vill 
take  place.  This  purpose  we  effect  by  means  of  the  influence  which  the 
chemical  properties  of  drugs  exert  on  the  structure  and  functions  of  the 
several  tissues  and  orgaTis.  Miiuite  information,  therefore,  of  the  nature 
of  the  drugs  and  their  action  is  essential  for  their  proper  employment. 

Nature  of  Drugs. — Drugs  weie  formerly  looked  upon  as  simple 
sul)stances  having,  amongst  other  attributes,  the  power  of  curing  disease, 
indeed  the  popular  idea  concerning  them  has  not  advanced  beyond  this 
\  iew  ;  but  physicians  now  refer  their  influence  to  the  textural  and 
functional  changes  they  are  capable  of  eff'ecting  in  definite  portions  of 
the  body  by  virtue  of  their  total  composition,  or  that  of  certain  chemical 
substances  they  contain.  Not  only  do  the  elements  of  which  a  drug  is 
constituted  affect  its  action,  Init  the  way  in  which  these  elements  are 
grouped  and  combined  is  of  importance. 

The  effect  which  several  of  the  elements  exert  in  their  compounds 
have  been  traced  by  Brunton,  Ringer,  Harnack,  Binz  and  others.  It  has 
l)een  shown  that  chlorine  and  bromine,  potash,  lime,  and  many  other 
metals,  always  tend  to  act  on  certain  tissues  in  a  definite  manner, 
xinless  their  influence  be  neutralised  l:)y  other  elements  with  ^\^hich  they 
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are  in  combination.  It  has  been  shown  also  that  small  groups  of  elements 
may  play  a  similar  part  in  more  complex  compounds,  that  the  action  of 
NHg  and  NOg,  for  example,  can  be  as  distinctly  traced  in  the  compounds 
in  which  they  occur  as  that  of  chlorine  or  potassium  or  calcium.  A 
compound  containing  the  group  NHj  stimulates  the  medulla ;  a  drug 
containing  the  group  NO,,  acts  on  the  vessels  and  dilates  them. 

On  the  other  hand,  in  many  of  the  organic  compounds  we  are  quite 
unable  to  trace  the  effects  of  the  several  elements ;  and  it  is  rather  the 
manner  of  grouping  of  the  elements  which  seems  to  confer  on  the  com- 
pounds their  pharmacological  and  other  properties.  Two  compounds 
may  contain  exactly  the  same  elements  and  the  same  number  of  atoms 
of  each,  yet  if  these  atoms  be  differently  arranged  the  compounds  may 
differ  entirely  in  pharmacological  and  other  properties.  Methyl-nitrite 
and  nitro-methane  have  the  same  formula  (CHg  NO^),  but  the  oxygen  and 
nitrogen  atoms  in  the  two  substances  are  joined  together  in  a  different 
way.  The  result  is  they  act  quite  differently :  the  nitrite  dilates  the 
vessels  ;  nitro-methane  has  no  such  action. 

In  the  more  complex  organic  compounds  the  addition  or  removal  of 
one  of  these  small  groups  of  elements  often  greatly  alters  the  pharmaco- 
logical effect.  Fraser  and  Crum- Brown  showed  many  years  ago  that 
by  replacing  an  atom  of  hydrogen  in  conine  by  one  of  methyl 
(CHg)  a  great  change  in  properties  was  effected.  Conine  paralyses  the 
nerve-endings  alone,  the  methyl  compound  depresses  the  spinal  cord. 
It  is  not  always  possible  to  anticipate  the  influence  which  the 
addition  or  subtraction  of  one  or  more  of  these  groups  will  have  on 
complex  compounds  which,  like  the  alkaloids,  are  made  up  of  a  very 
large  number  of  simpler  groups.  The  result  doubtless  depends  on  the 
place  which  the  added  group  takes  amongst  the  other  groups,  or  the 
effect  produced  by  the  subtraction  on  the  arrangement  of  the  other 
groups.  Though  the  character  and  arrangement  of  the  groups  in  a 
compound  do  not  certainly  indicate  the  action,  yet  they  often  give  a 
good  clue  to  it ;  they  point  to  the  manner  in  which  the  compound  breaks 
up  when  taken  into  the  system,  and  suggest  the  new  combinations  which 
may  be  formed.  Again,  they  often  indicate  modifications  and  additions 
by  which  new  compounds  may  be  produced  for  the  fulfilment  of 
needs.  Thus,  for  example,  by  adding  the  group  NH^,  HCO  to 
the  group  CCI3 ,  COH  (chloral)  we  get  a  compound  chloralamide 
(CCI3,  CHO,  HCO,  NHg )  which  has  the  soporific  properties  of  chloral, 
but  does  not  so  deleteriously  affect  the  cardiac  and  respiratory  system. 
By  the  substitution  in  sulphonal  of  a  molecule  of  ethyl  (C2H,)  for  a 
molecule  of  methyl,  trional  is  formed,  which  appears  to  have  in  some 
cases  a  better  effect  than  sulphonal.  Many  of  the  modern  remedies  are 
the  outcome  of  a  knowledge  of  the  influence  exerted  by  various  groups, 
and  by  the  manner  of  arrangement  of  such  groups  in  a  compound. 

In  the  laboratory  we  can  easily  so  modify  the  composition  of 
medicinal  agents  as  to  transform  them  into  compounds  having  very 
different  pharmacological  effects. 
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If  morphia  (Cj^^,  Hj^,  (OH))  be  boiled,  under  pressure,  with  water 
acidulated  with  hydrochloric  acid,  it  loses  a  molecule  of  H.^O,  and  is 
converted  into  aporaorphia  (Cjy,  Hj-,  NO,).  If  it  be  heated  with  soda 
and  methyl-iodide,  codeia  (Cj^,  H^j,,  NO.,,  OCH3)  is  formed.  Pilocarpine, 
when  heated  with  dilute  hydrochloric  acid,  is  converted  into  jaborine,  a 
compound  allied  chemically  to  pilocarpine,  but  resembling  atropine  in  its 
pharmacological  effects. 

The  changes  which  can  thus  be  effected  in  a  drug  outside  the  body 
may  also  1)e  produced  within  the  l)ody;  moreover,  these  changes  may  vary 
with  the  conditions  of  the  body.  It  is  important,  therefore,  to  determine 
the  changes  which  can  occur  in  chemical  compounds  under  varying 
circumstances. 

In  drugs  derived  from  the  mineral  kingdom  the  grouping  of  the 
elements  is  simple  ;  the  influence  of  the  drug  often  depends  almost 
entirely  on  one  of  the  elements  present — as,  for  example,  in  the 
compounds  of  iron  and  mercury — and  we  can  easily  comprehend  all  the 
possible  alterations  which  such  drugs  may  undergo  in  the  system. 

In  the  case  of  organic  compounds  belonging  to  the  fatty  and  aromatic 
series,  again,  we  may  sometimes  trace  out  the  nature  of  the  decomposition 
which  goes  on  in  the  body,  and  estimate  the  effect  of  any  new  compounds 
which  may  be  formed  ;  but  when  we  administer  very  complex  substances, 
like  the  alkaloids,  it  is  often  impossible  in  the  present  state  of  knowledge 
to  determine  what  changes,  if  any,  take  place  ;  we  cannot  know,  therefore, 
the  nature  of  the  effects  which  may  be  produced. 

Still  more  difficult  is  it  to  determine  definitely  the  action  of  crude 
vegetable  drugs,  the  effects  of  which  are  due  to  the  alkaloids,  glucosides, 
oils,  etc.,  which  they  contain.  In  many  instances  more  than  one  of  these 
active  principles  are  present,  and  not  unfrequently  we  find  these  closely 
related  chemically,  being  probably  derived  one  from  another  in  the 
chemical  processes  going  on  in  the  plant. 

The  number  of  active  principles  in  a  plant  is  largely  influenced  by 
the  circumstances  connected  with  its  growth,  such  as  temperature,  nature 
of  soil,  and  so  forth.  Stenhouse  found  that  broom  grown  in  the  sun 
contains  four  times  as  nuich  alkaloid  as  that  grown  in  the  shade.  Not 
only  so,  but  the  relative  amounts  of  the  various  active  principles  will  vary 
somewhat  as  the  conditions  under  which  the  plant  is  grown  are  favour- 
able to  the  occurrence  of  chemical  changes,  or  the  reverse. 

From  all  these  causes  the  effects  of  crude  vegetable  drugs,  and  there- 
fore of  the  galenical  preparations  obtained  fi'om  them,  are  apt  to  vary  ; 
and  this  variation  is  at  times  increased  by  differences  in  the  method  of 
preparation.  Hence  arises,  perhaps,  the  divergence  of  opinions  so  often 
noted  with  regard  to  the  therapeutic  powers  of  certain  drugs.  The  process 
of  "  standardisation  "  which  has  been  already  adopted  in  two  instances 
in  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  and  is  likely  to  be  extended,  will  to  a  certain 
extent  obviate  this  source  of  error  ;  for  the  standardised  preparations  will 
contain  a  uniform  amount  of  the  alkaloidal  principles  contained  in  a  plant. 
But  if  the  relative  quantities  of  these  principles  vary  under  different  con- 
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ditions  of  growth,  the  effects  of  preparations  apparently  identical  will  still 
be  liable  to  corresponding  variation ;  this  may  occur  especially  where 
drugs  contain  substances  easily  modified,  as  in  the  case  of  atropine  and 
hyoscyamine.  Ladenberg  has  given  reasons  for  believing  that  the  latter 
is  changed  into  the  former  even  by  the  process  of  extracting  the  alkaloid. 
Examples  of  such  readiness  to  change,  however,  must  be  rare. 

Notwithstanding  all  these  possible  sources  of  error  the  action  of 
drugs  on  the  system  is  moderately  constant ;  but  not  until  we  are  much 
better  acquainted  than  we  now  ai'C  with  the  chemical  nature  of  drugs 
shall  we  be  able  to  explain  the  very  diverse  therapeutic  results  which  are 
recorded. 

The  Nature  of  Pharmacological  Action. — By  the  word  "pharma- 
cological action  "  is  meanfr  the  action  of  remedial  agents  on  tissues  and 
the  function  they  subserve  in  health  and  disease.^ 

The  ultimate  nature  of  the  influence  which  drugs  exercise  on 
organised  material  cannot  be  al^solutely  determined;  but,  as  Schmiede- 
berg  has  said,  it  must  be  chemical — using  the  word  chemical  in  a  broad 
sense. 

When  a  pharmacological  agent  conies  in  contact  with  a  tissue  its 
effects  may  be  purely  chemical ;  it  may  act  in  virtue  of  its  acid  or  alkaline 
properties,  or  by  leading  to  decomposition  of  a  purely  chemical  nature. 
It  may  also  effect  changes  in  the  tissues  by  coagulating  the  albuminous  or 
gelatinous  materials  contained  in  them  ;  but,  beyond  this,  it  may  alter 
their  functions  and  vitality,  without,  so  far  as  we  can  tell,  producing 
chemical  change  in  the  strict  sense  of  the  term.  When,  for  example,  we 
pass  through  the  muscle  of  a  frog  a  very  dilute  solution  of  barium 
chloride,  or  expose  it  to  a  similar  solution,  the  function  of  the  muscle 
is  distinctly  modified,  as  shown  l)y  its  increased  contraction  to 
stimuli,  ancl  by  the  prolonged  duration  of  the  contraction.  By  acting 
on  the  muscle  of  the  heart  or  the  vessel  walls,  their  functions  and 
vitality  may  also  be  altered ;  the  systole  of  the  heart  is  strengthened  ancl 
prolonged,  and  the  vessel  walls  are  contracted.  But  if,  aftei'  producing 
these  effects  on  voluntary  muscle,  heart  or  vessel,  we  take  means  to  wash 
the  tissues  through  with  a  nutrient  fluid  containing  no  poison,  the  muscles 
and  organs  will  resume  their  normal  functions.  We  can,  moreover, 
antagonise  the  effect  of  chloride  of  barium  by  means  of  a  weak  solution 
of  potash,  or  by  a  solution  containing  NO2,  combined  with  a  compara- 
tively inactive  base  (sodium).  In  the  latter  case,  however,  NO.,,  though 
neutralising  the  modification  eff'ected  by  barium  on  the  function  of  the 
muscle,  joins  with  it  in  depressing  vitality,  ancl  the  muscle  quickly 

'  The  word  pharmacology  was  formerly  applied  to  the  consideration  of  medicines  gener- 
ally, including  their  physical  characteristics  and  mode  of  preparation  ;  and  in  this  sense  it 
is  still  often  used  in  other  countries.  In  England  it  signifies  that  department  of  therapeu- 
tics wliich  concerns  the  effect  of  remedies  as  distinguished  from  their  therapeutic  application. 
It  is  well  that  the  term  "  pharmacology  "  should  be  taken  as  including  the  action  of  drugs 
on  morbid  as  well  as  on  healthy  tissues  ;  otherwise  it  would  be  synonymous  with  physio- 
logical action,  and  we  should  have  no  term  applicable  to  the  investigations  of  the  action  of 
drugs  on  morbid  tissues. 
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dies.  A  minixte  quantity  of  calcium  chloride,  on  the  other  hand,  whilst 
affecting  the  contractility  of  muscle,  tends  to  prolong  vitality.  Now 
in  these  cases  there  is  no  evidence  that  any  chemical  change  takes 
place ;  the  influence  is  apparently  molecular  rather'  than  chemical,  for  if 
positive  chemical  change  took  place  it  is  not  probable  that  the  effects 
could  be  so  easily  abolished,  either  by  the  removal  of  the  barium,  or  Ijy 
the  addition  of  substances  between  which  and  the  barium  chloride  no 
chemical  change  takes  place.  The  exact  process  by  which  the  molecule 
of  the  drug  acts  on  the  ultimate  elements  of  the  muscle  fibre  in  order  to 
produce  change  in  function  is  beyond  our  knowledge.  It  seems  proli- 
able  that  the  influence  of  chemical  compounds  on  the  muscular,  nervous, 
and  all  other  tissues  of  the  body  is  similar  to  that  which  occurs  in  the 
skeletal  muscles  or  heart  removed  from  the  bddy.  The  functions  of  the 
tissues  are  altered  by  the  influence  which  the  molecules  of  the  chemical  com- 
pounds exert  upon  them,  and  their  vitality  raised  or  depressed.  It  is  in 
this  way  that  strychnine  and  physostigmine  respectively  stimulate  and  de- 
press the  spinal  cord,  that  curare  paralyses  the  nerve-endings,  that  atropine 
paralyses  the  vagus  endings  and  centre,  and  that  the  tissues  engaged  in 
secretion  or  excretion  are  stimulated  or  depressed.  Most  substances  at 
first  increase  and  then  decrease  the  functional  activity  of  muscle ;  in 
some  the  stimulating,  in  others  the  depressing  effect  is  more  marked  : 
in  some  substances,  indeed,  no  primary  stimulating  effect  is  observed. 
The  same  is  the  case  with  regard  to  the  action  of  drugs  on  the  other 
tissues  within  the  l)ody.  Remedial  agents  for  the  most  part  first 
stimulate  and  then  depress  the  functional  activity  of  the  pai'ts  they 
influence ;  but  the  stimulation  may  be  more  marked  than  the  depressing 
effect,  or  vice  versa  ;  or  it  may  be  entirely  absent. 

The  effect  in  all  cases  may  be  looked  upon  as  "  molecular,"  that  is,  it 
may  l>e  produced  without  ascertainable  chemical  or  structural  change. 
If  the  supply  of  the  chemical  compound  in  the  blood  cease,  it  is  sooner 
or  later  washed  out  of  the  tissue  by  the  cii'culating  fluid,  and  the  normal 
function  is  restored.  In  experiments  on  muscle  tissue  it  can  be  shown 
that  some  substances,  such  as  the  nitrites  which  powerfully  alter  func- 
tional activity  and  vitality,  can  be  easily  washed  out,  and  the  muscle 
thus  restored  to  its  normal  condition.  Other  substances,  such  as  l)arium, 
are  washed  out  with  difficulty.  It  is  probal)le  that  there  is  a  similar 
difference  in  the  influence  of  drugs  on  all  tissues,  and  that  this  in  part 
accounts  for  the  well-known  difference  in  the  duration  of  the  action  of 
medicines.  The  removal  of  a  drug  from  the  tissues  which  it  has  tem- 
porarily influenced,  unless  the  effect  has  been  very  strong,  is  followed 
by  a  i-eturn  to  the  normal  state ;  but  it  seems  probable  that  imder  some 
conditions  the  continued  interference  with  the  function  of  a  part  is 
followed  by  nutritional  changes  of  a  permanent  character.  It  is  from 
this  cause  probably  that  alcohol  in  time  leads  to  those  changes  in  muscle 
and  nerve  which  are  characteristic  of  its  prolonged  imbibition. 

In  order  that  drugs  taken  by  the  mouth  may  act  on  various  parts  of 
the  body,  such  as  the  spinal  cord,  brain  and  nerve-endings,  it  is  evident 
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they  must  be  absorbed  and  cairied  by  the  blood  to  these  several  parts. 
The  absorption  of  active  principles  no  one  now  questions,  though  in 
earlier  days  it  was  denied.  CuUen  held  that  medicines  act  almost 
entirely  by  the  influence  they  exert  on  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
stomach  and  intestines ;  and  in  the  first  decades  of  the  present  century 
the  necessity  for  the  absorption  of  a  drug  antecedent  to  its  action  was 
doubted  by  many.  Drugs  carried  by  the  blood  do  not  affect  the  tissues 
equally  :  one  exercises  its  influence  on  the  tissues  of  the  cord,  another 
on  those  of  the  cerebrum,  a  third  on  the  respiratory  centre,  and  so  on. 
To  explain  this  we  must  assume  that  tissues  have  a  selective  affinity,  and 
that,  as  the  blood  circulates  through  them,  each  retains  or  submits  to  the 
material  Avhich  is  in  functional  relation  to  itself. 

Perhaps  the  most  difficult  part  of  pharmacological  action  to  determine 
is  the  influence  of  remedial  agents  on  the  blood  and  nutritional  pro- 
cesses. There  can  be  no  doubt  that  some  agents  markedly  affect  the 
haemoglobin  in  the  corpuscles,  as  shown  by  the  cyanosis  they  produce  ; 
others,  like  chlorate  of  potash,  are  under  certain  conditions  capable  of 
causing  dissolution  of  corpuscles,  and  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  the 
alkalinity  of  the  plasma  may  be  increased  or  decreased.  But  over  and 
above  these  effects  it  would  seem  as  if  some  substances,  such  as  alcohol  and 
arsenic,  are  capable  of  modifying  the  metabolic  changes — delaying  or 
accelerating  them  ;  but  whether  such  results  are  due  to  a  primary  altera- 
tion in  the  blood,  or  to  a  direct  influence  of  the  alcoholic  molecule  on 
the  tissues,  is  not  known. 

Besides  influencing  the  functions  of  tissues  in  the  manner  which  has 
been  distinguished  as  molecular,  drugs  may  produce  direct  structural  changes 
in  tissues.  Apart  from  all  chemical  action,  they  may  excite  irritation 
and  inflammation  such  as  that  which  is  produced  by  mechanical  agencies. 
In  this  way  they  may  produce  important  effects  not  only  on  the  tissues 
with  which  they  come  in  contact,  but  also  on  parts  remote  from  them. 
By  the  irritation  produced  in  the  nerve-endings  in  the  tissue  a  centre 
with  which  these  nerves  are  connected  may  be  altered,  and  other  tissues 
supplied  by  this  centre  may  have  their  function  and  vitality  increased 
or  decreased.  The  vomiting  produced  by  emetics,  and  the  nutritional 
changes  which  occasionally  seem  to  follow  external  applications,  may 
be  thus  explained. 

The  influence  of  pharmacological  agents  under  the  abnormal  condi- 
tions present  in  disease  is  by  no  means  always  the  same  as  in  health  ; 
the  difference  is,  however,  usually  quantitative  rather  than  qualitative. 
A  weak-walled  heart,  for  example,  is  much  more  easily  influenced  by 
digitalis  than  a  healthy  one.  The  functions  of  the  kidney  can  never  be 
affected  in  health  as  at  times  they  may  be  in  certain  diseases.  Anti- 
pyretics exert,  on  those  parts  upon  which  they  act,  a  different  effect  in  a 
febrile  as  compared  with  a  normal  condition.  Lastly,  mercury  and  iodide 
of  potassium  have  special  action  on  certain  forms  of  diseased  tissue 
which  we  do  not  see  in  health.  This  is  probalily  due  to  the  fact  that  in 
the  diseased  conditions  they  act  upon  new  tissue  of  a  less  stable  character 
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than  normal  tissue ;  or  it  may  be  that  new  compounds  are  formed  with 
the  mercury  or  iodide  which  ai-e  easily  broken  up  and  destroyed. 

As  already  pointed  out,  the  pharmacological  action  of  a  drug  is  apt 
to  be  influenced  1)y  changes  which  the  chemical  processes  of  the  body 
effect  in  the  drug  itself.  Such  changes  may  occur  in  the  gastro-intestinal 
canal,  in  the  blood,  in  the  tissues,  or  at  the  moment  of  excretion.  Hence 
the  chemical  composition  of  a  drug  is  not  unfrequently  the  key  to  its 
pharmacological  action. 

Ppineiples  on  which  Drugs  are  selected. — Rational  Therapevtics. — 
When  a  case  of  disease  presents  itself  for  treatment  the  first  step  is  to 
determine  whether  any  drug  be  known  which  has  cured  an  exactly 
similar  case.  This  can  only  be  done,  of  course,  when  full  knowledge  of 
the  clinical  features  and  pathology  of  the  case  has  been  obtained.  If  no 
such  drug  is  known,  one  of  two  plans  is  adopted :  we  may  select  a 
I'emedy  on  the  ground  of  analogy,  because  it  has  done  good  in  an  instance 
so  like  the  present  one  that  it  may  reasonably  be  expected  to  be  again  of 
service.  If  experience  and  analogy  fail,  recourse  must  be  had  to  such 
pharmacological  knowledge  as  we  may  possess ;  that  is,  we  may  select  a 
drug  capable,  directly  or  indirectly,  of  causing  the  return  of  one  of  the 
abnormal  tissues  and  organs  to  a  normal  state. 

Whether  a  drug  be  selected  in  the  first  place  on  analogical  or 
on  pharmacological  gi'ounds  will  largely  depend  on  the  bent  of  the 
observer.  Some  see  analogies  quickly,  others  more  readily  resort  to 
reasoning.  The  same  treatment  may  result  from  either  attitude  of 
mind. 

The  chief  point  in  which  the  modern  method  of  selecting  a  drug 
differs  from  that  formerly  employed  is,  that  when  empirical  knowledge 
does  not  appear  available  we  employ  methods  of  reasoning  founded  more 
directly  on  the  pathology  of  the  disease  and  on  drug  action,  instead  of  on 
metaphysical  or  fanciful  theories  as  to  the  natiu'e  of  disease  and  of  remedies. 
Nevertheless,  it  must  be  pointed  out  that  in  the  application  of  pharmaco- 
logical knowledge  to  the  cure  of  disease  we  still  use  hypotheses  ;  and  on  the 
correctness  of  these  our  results  must  depend.  The  pathological  changes 
in  every  ailment  are  more  or  less  complex  and  widespread  ;  the  immediate 
influence  of  remedial  agents  is  more  limited  :  hence  when  we  desire  to 
restore  health  by  urging  the  tissues  and  organs  towards  the  normal  state 
we  have  to  make  choice  of  the  pathological  condition  which  shall  first  be 
dealt  with  ;  and  this  we  do  in  accordance  with  certain  imperfect  induc- 
tions to  which  experience  has  led  us.  AYe  assume  in  each  case  either  (1) 
that  in  diseased  conditions  there  is  naturally  a  return  to  health,  or  (2) 
that  if  the  apparent  cause  of  the  ailment  be  removed  cure  will  follow,  or 
(3)  that  by  the  restoration  of  tissues  and  organs,  which  are  the  special 
seat  of  pathological  changes,  to  their  normal  textural  and  functional 
state,  or  to  a  state  approaching  the  normal,  we  promote  cure ;  and 
further,  that  when  organs  are  caused  by  drugs  to  resume  their  normal 
function,  their  improved  condition  may  continue  even  when  the  drug  is 
withdrawn. 
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The  first  assumption  is  one  on  which  Hippocrates  and  Sydenham  relied, 
and  it  lies  at  the  root  of  much  of  our  therapeutic  reasoning.  Experience 
proves  to  us  that  many  diseases  tend  to  terminate  in  recovery  ;  but  that, 
nevertheless,  pathological  changes  at  times  occur  in  their  course  which, 
unless  prevented  by  suitable  remedies,  will  terminate  life.  Yet  we  often 
fail  to  save  life  by  dealing  with  sudden  causes  of  danger.  The  removal 
of  the  apparent  cause,  or  of  the  more  mai'ked  pathological  conditions  in  a 
disease,  does  not  always  lead  to  a  favourable  termination.  Each  of  these 
generalisations,  however,  holds  good-  in  a  large  number  of  cases ;  and  in 
selecting  a  drug  apart  from  the  teachings  of  experience  we  found  our 
judgment  on  our  pathological  and  clinical  knowledge  ;  we  decide  under 
which  of  these  generalisations  the  case  before  us  falls,  and  then  with 
the  aid  of  pharmacological  knowledge  we  select  a  drug  to  fulfil 
one  of  the  following  indications — a  drug  which  will  («,)  so  influence 
some  organ  or  organs  as  to  avert  the  tendency  to  death,  (6)  remove  the 
apparent  cause  of  the  ailment,  (c)  restore  as  far  as  possible  the  tissues 
and  organs,  which  are  the  special  seat  of  pathological  changes,  to  a  normal 
state.    In  addition  to  these  indications  we  are  manifestly  called  upon  to 

relieve  pain  and  suffering. 

Our  success  Avill  depend  on  the  correctness  of  oui'  judgment  as  to 
whether  the  case  really  comes  under  the  generalisation  we  employ,  and 
on  the  correctness  of  our  pharmacological  knowledge. 

It  is  apparent  that  in  one  sense  indication  c  includes  a  and  h.  In 
averting  death  or  removing  the  apparent  cause,  however,  we  do  not 
necessarily  deal  with  the  special  seat  of  pathological  change.  AVe  always 
meet  indication  a  at  once,  and  then  indication  h  if  we  can. 

Experience  and  Analogy. — The  cases  in  which  experience  founded 
on  simple  observation  can  be  trusted  in  the  selection  of  a  drug- 
are  few.  The  same  collocation  of  symptoms  and  conditions  is  rarely 
repeated ;  yet,  unless  it  is,  when  we  select  a  drug  on  the  ground  that 
it  has  before  done  good,  we  act  on  analogy  rather  than  on  actual  experi- 
ence. In  times  past  the  judgments  formed  on  the  ground  of  experience 
of  the  action  of  medicines  were  very  fallacious  ;  to  this  the  enormous 
number  of  medicines  then  used  and  now  discarded  are  witnesses.  Yet 
the  discovery  of  mercury,  quinine,  arsenic,  and  many  other  remedies  is 
an  e\'idence  of  the  value  of  simple  observation.  Want  of  knowledge  of 
the  natural  history  of  disease,  of  pathology  and  of  pharmacology,  is  the 
cause  of  the  errors  which  are  made  when  experience  is  trusted  alone. 

Belief  in  a  drug  of  no  value  is  easily  engendered  if  the  natural  course 
of  disease  be  unknown  ;  defect  of  pathological  knowledge  and  observation 
leads  rather  to  the  misapplication  of  useful  remedies.  Quinine  rarely 
fails  in  ague  ;  but  in  a  counterfeit  of  ague,  say  in  the  fever  caused  by 
suppuration  in  the  liver  due  to  gall-stones,  it  is  useless. 

Pharmacological  knowledge  corrects  many  of  the  errors  to  which  simple 
experience  is  apt  to  lead ;  the  want  of  it  j^ermits  their  continuance. 
If  a  drug  have  no  active  properties  it  is  surely  devoid  of  medicinal  effect 
unless  it  be  a  food ;  for  medicinal  action  is  the  outcome  of  the  effects 
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of  active  principles  on  tissues.  It  is  always  possible  that  in  any  particular 
drug  the  active  medicinal  agent  may  have  escaped  notice ;  but  in  the 
present  state  of  chemical  science  it  is  not  likely  that  undiscovered  prin- 
ciples reside  in  such  substances  as  sarsaparilla  and  hemidesmus :  yet 
these  drugs  are  given  on  the  testimony  of  experience, — a  testimony  no 
stronger  than  that  which  has  supjjorted  scores  of  other  agents  eventually 
discarded.  If  the  indications  given  by  the  pharmacological  examination 
of  a  drug  are  opposed  to  experience  in  its  fa\'our,  the  latter  must  almost 
certainly  be  at  fault. 

Experience  and  analogy,  then,  should  only  he  trusted  within  narrow 
limits  ;  but  when  we  can  combine  the  indications  of  experience  with  those 
of  pharmacology  we  strengthen  both.  The  influence,  for  example,  of 
antimony  in  eczema,  especially  when  combined  with  magnesium  sulphate, 
has  often  been  vouched  for  on  the  ground  of  experience  ;  but  not  more 
strongly  than  has  been  the  case  with  scores  of  useless  agents.  It  can  be 
shown,  however,  that  antimony  does,  in  the  frog,  influence  the  epithelium 
very  markedly,  as  does  arsenic  ;  and  this,  without  proving  its  remedial 
value,  distinctly  adds  to  the  prol)ability  that  those  observers  are  I'ight 
who  hold  antimony  to  be  useful  in  some  forms  of  eczema. 

The  value  of  the  antitoxins  and  of  thyroid  extract  is  vouched  for  by 
many  careful  observers.  Pharmacological  knowledge  is  certainly  not 
opposed  to  the  probability  of  their  usefulness  ;  it  rather  supports  it.  On 
the  other  hand,  it  has  so  far  given  no  support  to  a  numljer  of  new  animal 
substances  brought  forward  recently,  many  of  them  on  analogical  grounds 
founded  on  some  error  in  observation.  To  the  use  of  analogy  in  drug 
therapeutics  we  owe  great  advances,  especially  in  early  times — it  has 
been  a  great  inciter  to  experiment,  and  is  so  still.  Guided  by  due  know- 
ledge of  the  course  of  disease  and  of  pathology,  it  leads  to  increased  know- 
ledge ;  but  as  used  in  times  past  it  has  burdened  our  Materia  Medica 
Avith  much  lubljish,  as  I'ccoveries  following  the  use  of  substances  suggested 
l)y  analogy  have  l)een  looked  upon  as  cures.  It  was  by  false  analogy 
that  mercury  came  so  much  into  use  in  inflammations.  When  mercury 
was  found  to  influence  so  markedly  the  swellings  and  thickening  occurring 
in  syphilis,  it  was  used  by  analogy  in  all  the  forms  of  inflammatory 
disease  which  cause  swellings  and  thickenings.  As  many  of  these  natur- 
ally subsided  thereafter,  mercury  was  thus  credited  with  a  curati\'e 
power  in  inflammation.  It  would  be  going  too  far  to  say  mercury  has 
no  influence  in  inflammatory  changes.  There  are  probably  conditions  in 
which  it  is  of  service,  but  the  facts  that  it  is  now  so  little  used,  and  that 
no  apparent  evil  has  followed  its  aliandonment,  indicate  that  the  A'iews 
formerly  held,  and  apparently  gi'ounded  on  experience,  wei'e,  to  a  large 
extent,  erroneous ;  and  that  the  employment  of  analogy  may,  in  this 
instance,  have  been  productive  of 

(a)  Method  of  averting  the  Tendency  to  Death. — We  find  not  unfre- 
quently  in  the  progi'ess  of  acute  diseases,  and  sometimes  under  other  cir- 
cumstances, that  death  seems  to  be  impending  by  the  failure  in  function  of 
one  organ  when  the  condition  of  the  others  is  compatiljle  with  continued 
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life ;  and  this  even  when  in  the  organ  affected  there  is  no  evidence 
of  fatal  structural  change. 

The  cardiac  and  respiratory  systems  are  most  commonly  those  in 
which  such  failure  takes  place.  Suddenly  or  gradually,  during  the 
course  of  many  diseases,  the  condition  of  the  pulse  points  to  failing  heart 
action  whicli  threatens  life ;  or  again  the  blood-changes  essential  to  the 
continuance  of  life  are  imperilled  l:»y  failing  powers  of  the  respiratory 
centre,  or  by  paroxysmal  obstruction  to  the  entrance  of  air  into  the  lung. 
These  things  may  happen  even  thoTigh  the  heart  and  lungs  are  not  the 
seat  of  any  considerable  pathological  changes. 

In  case  of  heart  failure  we  may  fulfil  the  indication  of  averting  the 
tendency  to  death  by  giving  drugs  which  (a)  strengthen  the  power  of 
the  heart,  or  (fi)  decrease  the  work  it  has  to  do. 

(a)  In  selecting  di'ugs  to  strengthen  the  heart  the  whole  of  their 
pharmacological  properties  must  be  borne  in  mind.  Digitalis  is  one  of 
the  most  effective  agents  we  have  for  increasing  the  power  of  the  heart's 
action,  but  it  contracts  the  vessels  and  is  long  in  acting.  By  conti'acting 
the  vessels  it  is  capable  of  doing  harm  in  certain  cases  of  heart  failure, 
especially  in  gouty  people  with  tendency  to  high  arterial  pressure  ;  because 
of  the  slowness  of  its  action  (especially  when  taken  by  the  mouth)  it  is  often 
given  in  vain  in  cases  where  the  heart's  failure  is  urgent.  On  the  other 
hand,  where  the  heart's  failure  is  gradual  and  the  artei'ial  pi'essure  low, 
digitalis  is  called  for.  Strophanthus  does  not  contract  the  vessels,  and 
seems  to  act  more  quickly  ;  whether  it  acts  as  powerfully  as  digitalis  is  a 
point  on  which  we  are  not  agreed.  Strychnine,  as  a  heart  stimulant,  acts 
more  rapidly  than  digitalis  ;  when  given  subcutaneously  its  effects  can 
often  be  noted  in  a  few  minutes ;  and,  though  perhaps  they  do  not  last 
so  long  as  those  of  digitalis  or  strophanthus,  they  are  more  permanent 
than  those  of  the  volatile  cardiac  stimulants.  Strychnine,  moreover,  has 
the  advantage  of  being  a  respiratory  as  well  as  a  cardiac  stimulant : 
ammonia  shares  this  advantage  with  strychnine,  but  it  is  more  evanes- 
cent in  its  influence  on  the  heart,  although  perhaps  more  immediate  in 
its  effects.  The  injection  of  ether  subcutaneously  is  the  most  powerful 
means  we  have  of  immediately  stimulating  a  failing  heart,  but  its  action  is 
probably , even  more  transitory  than  that  of  ammonia;  though,  owing  to 
the  fact  that  it  can  be  injected  subcutaneously,  it  is  more  frequently  em- 
ployed in  urgent  depression  of  the  heai't's  power.  The  cardiac  stimula- 
tion produced  by  smelling  ammonia  is  of  course  of  a  reflex  nature. 
Although  ammonia  has  undoubtedly  a  stimulating  effect  on  the  heart, 
increasing  both  its  force  and  frequency,  it  is  not  always  easy  to  determine 
its  utility  in  this  direction.  It  is  possible  the  condition  of  the  stomach 
at  the  moment  influences  its  cardiac  effects  to  some  extent.  So  far  as  it 
is  converted  into  chloride  it  can  have  little  action  on  the  heart,  although 
the  chloride  may  stimulate  the  respiratory  centre. 

ifi)  Of  drugs  which  act  by  dilating  the  vessels,  and  thus  relieving  the 
heart  in  its  work,  there  is  one — amyl-nitrite — which  dilates  the  vessels  in 
about  ten  seconds,  and  is  therefore  applicable  in  the  most  urgent  cases. 
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As  its  influence  on  the  circulation,  however,  ceases  in  two  or  three  minutes, 
this  drug,  though  of  great  vahie  in  immediate  exigencies,  must  not  be 
relied  on  for  continuous  action. 

Nitrite  of  sodium  and  nitro-glycerine  exert  a  distinct  influence  in  from 
two  to  four  minutes,  but  their  effects  continue  for  two  or  three  hours  ; 
they  are  therefore  serviceable  in  cases  where  we  Avant  to  relieve  the 
heart's  action  for  a  considerable  period,  though  useless  where  instant 
effect  is  required. 

Vessel  dilators  are  of  special  use  in  warding  off"  evil  where  cardiac 
failure  is  not  accompanied  by  vascular  dilatation.  In  certain  forms  of 
cardiac  degeneration  it  would  appear  as  if  periodic  waves  of  increasing 
arterial  contraction  become  a  grave  source  of  danger,  and  these  may  be 
well  met  by  the  quickly  or  by  the  more  slowly  acting  vessel  dilators 
according  to  circumstances. 

It  is  possible  in  some  cases  to  combine  a  cardiac  stimulant  with  a 
vessel  dilator ;  indeed  the  vessel  dilators  may  have  at  first  a  slight 
stimulating  effect  on  the  heart,  even  if,  in  large  doses,  they  eventually 
depress  it,  which,  however,  is  not  definitely  proved.  The  combination 
of  a  nitrite  with  ether  is  thus  often  distinctly  advantageous  in  the  relief 
of  cardiac  failure. 

Any  lethal  tendencies  of  drugs  used  in  cases  where  life  is  in  the 
balance  must  always  be  borne  in  mind.  It  can  be  shown  by  experiments 
on  animals  that  a  slight  excess  of  digitalis  over  the  amount  required  to 
stimulate  the  heart  may  cause  an  immediate  and  permanent  cessation  of 
the  beat ;  and  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  in  some  forms  of  cardiac 
degeneration  digitalis  is  capable  of  stopping  the  heart's  action  suddenly. 
On  the  other  hand,  in  certain  other  ailments,  such  as  pneumonia  and 
delirium  tremens,  it  would  appear  that  the  heart  can  bear  large  quantities 
of  digitalis  without  injury.  Unlike  digitalis,  strychnine  seems  to  have  no 
lethal  effect  on  the  heart  even  when  given  in  large  medicinal  doses ;  and 
we  rarely  see  indications  of  the  physiological  eff'ects  of  strychnine  on  the 
nervous  system  following  their  use.  The  powerful  eff'ects  of  the  nitrites 
on  the  circulation  make  us  cautious  in  the  use  of  these  agents,  the  more  so 
since,  as  before  said,  they  are  capable  of  depressing  the  contractile  power 
of  the  heart :  it  is  worthy  of  note,  however,  that,  considering  the  extent 
to  which  they  have  been  used,  grave  evil  has  very  rarely  been  attributed 
to  them ;  this  may  be  due  to  the  fact  that  the  molecular  influence  they 
exert  on  tissue  is  not  so  permanent  as  in  the  case  of  many  other  drugs. 
It  has  been  shown  that  they  can  readily  be  Avashed  out  of  muscle  tissue, 
which  then  resumes  its  normal  function. 

In  cases  where  life  is  immediately  threatened  by  defective  blood- 
changes  due  to  failure  of  the  respii'atory  centre,  or  to  paroxysmal  obstruc- 
tion to  the  entrance  of  air  into  the  lung,  we  may  in  the  first  place 
administer  substances  which  have  a  directly  stimulant  action  on  the 
respiratory  centre  ;  of  these  perhaps  the  most  useful  are  ammonia  and 
strychnine. 

Belladonna  has  also  a  powerful  eff'ect  on  the  centre  ;  it  has  an  influence, 
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too,  in  relaxing  undue  contraction  of  the  muscles  of  the  bronchial  tulies 
if  it  occur.  In  using  it,  however,  we  must  bear  in  mind  its  wide  influence 
over  many  other  systems  of  the  body. 

In  paroxysmal  obstruction  to  the  entrance  of  air  into  the  lung  the 
nitrite  will  often  be  found  of  value  ;  one  or  two  drops  of  liquor  trinitrini, 
or  a  drachm  of  a  3  per  cent  solution  of  nitrite  of  ethyl,  or  two  grains  of 
sodium  nitrite,  will  very  often  remove  perilous  dyspnoea  by  relieving  the 
spasm  which  interferes  with  the  entrance  of  air  into  the  bronchi. 

Even  when  we  cannot  remove  the  causes  which  lead  to  defective 
aeration  of  the  blood,  we  may  sometimes  temporarily  neutralise  theii'  ill 
effects  by  the  inhalation  of  oxygen.  It  is  quite  true  that  in  most  cases 
where  oxygen  is  used  no  permanent  good  is  effected ;  but  it  is  very 
commonly  employed  where  the  causes  which  lead  to  defective  aeration 
are  continuous :  as  a  means  of  removing  temporary  cyanotic  conditions 
oxygen  is  distinctly  useful. 

The  reduction  of  hyperpyrexia  occurring  in  the  course  of  acute  diseases 
is  another  instance  of  the  use  of  drugs  in  warding  off  a  tendency  to 
death ;  but  here  drugs  are  probably  of  less  value  than  other  means.  If 
drugs  are  employed,  quinine  is  by  far  the  best  remedy  for  this  purpose, 
but  less  than  10  grains  is  generally  useless.  The  employment  of  anti- 
pyrine,  antifebrin,  or  phenacetin  is  very  questionable  practice. 

(6)  Removal  of  the  apparent  Cause  of  the  Ailment. — In  the  removal  of  re- 
mote causes  of  disease  drug  treatment  takes  but  little  part.  A  foreign 
body  in  the  stomach  oi'  intestines  may  be  the  cause  of  the  pathological 
conditions  leading  to  colic,  vomiting  or  diarrhoea ;  and  we  employ 
pharmacological  knowledge  in  the  selection  of  emetics  or  purgatives  for 
their  removal. 

Micro-organisms,  too,  may  be  looked  upon  as  the  cause  of  a  large 
number  of  ailments.  Proof  is  yet  wanting  that  we  can  destroy  micro- 
organisms in  the  blood  and  tissues  by  so-called  germicidal  substances  such 
as  perchloride  of  mercury,  the  sulphites,  carbolic  acid,  etc.  ;  even  on 
external  surfaces  and  on  mucous  membranes,  as  in  ringworm  and 
diphtheria,  these  substances  often  fail  to  destroy  them,  though  they  are 
capable  of  checking  their  growth. 

Most  of  the  other  conditions  usually  called  "  causes  "  of  ailments  are 
really  abnormal  conditions  of  tissues  and  organs  giving  rise  to  groups  of 
symptoms.  In  the  series  of  antecedents  which  constitute  collectively  the 
true  cause  of  an  ailment,  we  often  stop  in  an  arbitrary  manner  at  one  of 
them  and  call  it  the  cause  of  the  collocation  of  phenomena  by  which  the 
disease  is  signified.  Practically  by  the  word  cause  is  usually  meant  the 
most  remote  of  the  antecedents  which  it  is  in  our  power  to  influence  by 
drugs ;  it  is  by  no  means  always  the  most  manifest. 

In  considering  whether  it  be  possible  to  remove  an  apparent  cause  we 
have  first  to  decide  whether  it  is  really  in  action,  next  whether  it  goes  far 
enough  back  in  the  chain  of  antecedents,  and,  lastly,  how  far  drugs  can 
influence  it.  A  gumma  may  have  been  the  direct  cause  of  a  hemiplegia  ; 
we  may  remove  the  cell  deposit  by  mercury  or  iodide,  but  yet  no  im- 
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provement  may  take  place,  for  further  structural  changes  have  occurred. 
The  gumma  may  not  still  Ije  the  cause  of  the  loss  of  power,  although  at 
first  it  was.  Again,  cere1:)ral  symptoms  may  be  due  to  changes  in  the 
vessel  walls  and  high  arterial  tension — the  latter  being  the  outcome  of  the 
products  of  imperfect  metabolism,  which  in  their  turn  may  have  originated 
in  imperfect  digestion.  To  treat  the  high  tension  will  not  suffice  ;  it  does 
not  go  far  enough  Ijack  in  the  order  of  events  :  we  must  treat  the  im- 
perfect metabolism  or  the  indigestion.  Lastly,  the  limit  of  the  action  of 
drugs  comes  to  be  considered  :  in  the  case  of  gout,  syphilis,  and  a  few 
other  ailments,  we  can  definitely  affect  structural  change  l)y  drugs ;  in 
most  cases,  however,  our  power  to  remove  a  cause  by  .drugs  ceases  as 
soon  as  it  consists  of  definite  statical  tissue  change. 

The  indication  to  remove  the  cause  might  of  course  be  included  in  the 
next  one  relating  to  the  removal  or  diminution  of  the  special  pathological 
changes  present ;  yet  practically  in  selecting  a  drug  we  have  always  first 
in  our  mind  this  question  of  cause,  and  it  often  leads  to  the  selection  of 
an  apparently  subordinate  lesion  for  treatment.  In  nothing  is  the  judg- 
ment more  exercised  than  in  determining  whether  we  shall  deal  with  the 
remoter  or  with  the  more  immediate  or  evident  causes  of  the  case  before 
us.  After  all,  however,  the  removal  of  a  remote  cause,  like  the  removal 
of  the  immediate  factors  threatening  death,  is  only  an  instance  of  the 
general  statement  that  when  empirical  treatment  fails  or  is  not  possible, 
we  try  to  cure  liy  restoring  individual  organs  as  far  as  possible  to  a 
normal  condition. 

(c)  Restoration  of  Tissues  and  Organs  which  are  the  Seat  of  Special  Patho- 
logical Changes. — The  influence  of  drugs  in  restoring  organs  to  their 
normal  state  depends,  of  course,  on  the  tissue-changes  they  are  capable  of 
effecting — using  the  word  tissue-changes  in  its  widest  sense  to  indicate 
changes  which  we  caimot  physically  determine,  as  well  as  those  we  can. 
This  tissue-change,  again,  is  the  outcome  of  the  action  of  elements  or 
groups  of  elements  in  a  drug  on  one  or  more  areas  of  the  body. 

The  general  methods  adopted  when  the  blood  is  in  an  abnormal  state 
may  be  mentioned  first.  In  some  cases  we  have  evidence  that  the  normal 
constituents  of  this  fluid  ai'e  defective ;  in  others  we  have  reason  to 
believe  that  substances  not  ordinarily  contained  in  it  are  present ;  or  that 
some  of  the  normal  constituents  may  be  present  in  excess.  In  the  first 
place  we  may  attempt  directly  to  make  up  the  deficiency.  We  do  this 
when  we  give  iron  in  ansemia ;  for  recent  evidence  does  not  tend  to  sup- 
port the  views  of  Schmiedeberg,  and  some  other  observers,  who  have 
asserted  that  in  the  use  of  iron  nothing  is  added  to  the  blood,  and  that 
its  effects  are  due  to  changes  brought  about  by  it  in  the  intestines. 
Another  example  of  adding  a  constituent  wanting  in  the  blood  is  seen  in 
the  administration  of  the  thyroid  gland ;  and  bone-marrow  acts  like  iron, 
if  indeed  it  have  any  effect  at  all.  To  remove  abnormal  substances 
present  in  the  blood  various  means  are  adopted.  If  we  have  reason 
to  suppose  that  the  products  of  imperfect  metabolism  are  present 
we  may  attempt  to  promote  their  excretion  by  the  kidneys  or  bowels. 
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It  is  possible,  though  by  no  means  proved,  that  such  products  are 
excreted  by  the  bowels ;  it  seems  likely  that  saline  diuretics 
may  also  help  to  remove  them.  Another  and  often  a  more  effective 
plan  is  to  prevent  absorption  of  the  contents  of  the  intestine  in  the  upper 
part  of  the  intestinal  canal  by  means  of  saline  purgatives,  such  as  sulphate 
of  soda  and  sulphate  of  magnesia ;  a  third  is  to  give  drugs  which  are 
supposed  to  facilitate  the  burning-up  of  the  intei'mediate  products  of 
metabolism.  Alkalies,  for  example,  are  sometimes  used  for  this  pur- 
pose. 

There  seems  reason  to  think  it  possi1:)le  in  certain  cases  directly  to 
antagonise  and  destroy  the  effects  of  some  toxic  matters  which  cause 
disease.  This  at  least  seems  the  way  in  which  the  newly-discovered 
antitoxins  act.  It  is  supposed,  for  example,  that  the  diphtheria  and 
tetanus  antitoxins  act  directly  on  the  toxins,  annulling  their  noxious  influ- 
ence. May  it  not  be,  too,  that  quinine,  and  likewise  mercury,  respectively 
antagonise  the  poison  of  the  plasmodium  in  ague  and  the  unknown  toxic 
agent  which  exists  in  the  blood  in  syphilis  ? 

The  chief  eff'ects  of  disease  on  other  tissues  and  their  functions  which 
may  be  influenced  by  drugs  are  connected  with — (a)  Inflammation  and 
its  results.  Other  morbid  processes  which  lead  to  cell  growths,  (y) 

Increased  or  defective  function  with  or  without  ascertained  physical 
changes. 

Though  inflammation  may  be,  on  the  whole,  a  protective  process — the 
reaction  against  some  injurious  material,  as  MetschnikofF  thinks — yet,  as 
he  also  points  out,  its  local  eff'ect  on  tissues  essential  to  life  may  be 
destructive  \yide.  art.  "  Inflammation  "];  drugs  are  therefore  used  to  mitigate 
or  limit  it.  External  inflammations  may  be  dealt  with  by  local  stimulants 
or  local  sedatives.  In  conjunctivitis,  for  example,  very  dilute  solutions  of 
zinc  sulphate  are  applied  to  the  inflamed  surface,  and  manifestly  tend  to 
subdue  the  process.  They  are  supposed  to  act  by  contracting  the  dilated 
vessels.  It  would  seem  at  times  as  if  substances,  such  as  atropine  and 
morphine  which  depress  the  functions  of  the  sensitive  nerve-endings  in 
tissues,  have  a  beneficial  effect  in  relieving  external  inflammation.  In- 
flammatory processes  in  the  gastro-intestinal  canal  may  be  affected  in  a 
similar  manner.  It  seems  probable  that  minute  doses  of  irritants,  such 
as  ipecacuanha  and  iodine,  may  sometimes  act  in  the  stomach  and  intes- 
tines as  very  dilute  solutions  of  sulphate  of  zinc  act  on  an  inflamed  con- 
junctiva. 

Furthermore,  in  the  stomach  and  intestine  we  may  aiTect  inflam- 
matory tissue  favoui'ably  by  altering  its  surroundings,  by  removing 
irritating  material  from  the  surface  of  the  inflamed  membrane,  and  per- 
haps by  supplying  an  unirritating  covering  in  the  shape  of  bismuth. 
This  supposition,  however,  to  account  for  the  good  effects  which  bismuth 
undoubtedly  produces  in  irritated  conditions  of  the  stomach  and  intestine 
is  very  doubtful.  It  is  at  least  as  probable  that  an  extremely  small 
amount  of  the  bismuth,  in  contact  with  the  mucous  membrane,  laecomes 
decomposed,  so  that  some  soluble  bismuth  is  formed,  which,  being  a  tissue 
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iiTitaiit,  acts  as  the  zinc  sulphate  does  on  the  conjunctiva.  All  inflam- 
mations of  parts  which  can  be  reached  directly  by  local  applications  are 
amenable  to  similar  treatment.  We  can  act,  for  example,  on  the  inflamed 
mucous  membrane  of  the  bladder  by  sedatives,  or  by  slightly  stimulating 
and  germicidal  substances  which  are  taken  into  the  mouth,  carried  by 
the  l)lood  to  the  kidney,  and  there  excreted,  as,  for  example,  buchvi  and 
cojjaiba.  It  is  quite  possible,  too,  we  may  be  able  to  influence  the  lining- 
membrane  of  the  tubes  of  an  inflamed  kidney,  but  definite  proof  that  we 
can  do  so  with  advantage  has  not  yet  been  given.  It  must  be  borne  in 
mind  that  the  whole  surface  of  the  gastro-intestinal  mucous  membrane, 
from  the  fauces  downwards,  acts  to  some  extent  as  an  excreting  surface ; 
so  that  we  may  influence  inflammatory  processes  therein  by  the  excretion 
of  substances  previously  absorbed.  There  is  some  reason  to  believe,  for 
example,  that  the  advantages  of  chlorate  of  potash  in  inflammation  of 
the  fauces  are  connected  with  its  excretion  by  the  mucous  membrane, 
and  are  not  entirely  due  to  its  local  influence  at  the  time  it  is  swallowed. 

What  power  have  we  of  effecting  inflammation  of  organs  which  cannot 
l)e  reached  directly,  or  through  the  processes  of  excretion  1  It  was  for- 
merly held  that  in  antimony,  aconite,  and  calomel  we  have  substances 
which  dii'cctly  limit  the  inflammatoiy  processes  in  tissues  ;  but  no  proof  of 
this  has  ever  been  brought  forward,  and  belief  in  it  is  waning.  It  is 
jjrobable  that  we  have  some  power  to  act  indirectly  on  inflammatory  pro- 
cesses in  the  internal  organs.  We  can  increase  secretion  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  an  inflamed  part,  and  we  can  alter  the  general  tension  of  the 
vascular  system.  We  can  also  modify  the  local  vascular  condition  to 
a  slight  extent  by  dilating  vessels  in  parts  adjacent  by  means  of 
pharmacological  agents.  In  two  other  ways,  also,  it  is  possible  by  drugs 
indirectly  to  influence  inflammatory  processes  in  parts  subjacent  to 
cutaneous  surfaces.  There  is  evidence  that  cutaneous  irritation  has 
a  distinct  effect  on  the  vascular  supply  and  the  nutrition  in  adjacent 
parts,  and  clinically  it  appears  in  some  cases  to  limit  inflammation.  The 
other  method  is  to  give  di'Ugs  which  exercise  a  sedative  influence  on  the 
mechanical  conditions  affecting  the  part  inflamed.  It  is  thus  that  opium 
is  used  in  peritonitis. 

The  products  of  ordinary  inflammation  M'hich  interfere  with  the 
functions  of  tissues  may  possibly,  when  consisting  of  cell  growths,  be 
broken  up  and  absorbed  under  the  inffuence  of  mercury  and  iodide 
of  potassium,  as  the  products  of  syphilitic  inflammation  certainly  are. 
We  have  as  yet  no  strong  proof  of  this,  though  analogy  has  led 
to  an  extensive  use  of  both  substances  for  the  removal  of  the  various 
forms  of  inflammation  ;  and  the  disappearance  of  deposit  has  so  frequently 
followed  the  use  of  these  drugs  that  we  can  hardly  doubt  that  some  useful 
effect  is  produced.  There  is  reason  to  l)elieve  also  that  we  can  cause  the 
absorption  of  inflammatory  deposits  l)y  stimulating  the  nerve-endings  in 
adjacent  areas.  As  a  rule,  for  this  purpose,  preparations  containing 
mercury  or  iodine  are  employed,  often  with  friction.  It  is  a  moot  point 
whether  the  dissipation  of  inflammatory  deposits  which  certainly  appears  to 
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take  place  under  these  applications  is  due  directly  to  the  absorption  of 
these  substances,  or  indirectly  to  their  stimulating  action  on  the  cutaneous 
surface.  Though  mercury  will  pass  through  the  skin,  we  have  no  proof 
that  either  iodide  of  potassium  or  iodide  of  lead  does  so  :  nevertheless 
they  ai'e  manifestly  of  service  at  times.  On  the  other  hand,  the  irrita- 
tion they  cause  is  so  slight  that  we  can  hardly  attribute  to  this  agency 
the  absorptive  influence  these  applications  seem  to  possess. 

Concerning  the  removal  of  other  cell  growths  which  interfere  with 
the  functions  of  tissues  we  have  but  little  information.  In  all  ailments 
which  have  any  resemblance  to  the  granulation  tissues  of  syphilitic 
deposits  we  use  mercury  and  iodine,  and  not  unfrequently  we  see  absorp- 
tion take  place  ;  but  we  do  not  at  present  know  the  natural  history  of 
such  ailments  sufficiently  well  to  feel  assured  that  the  disappearance  is 
due  to  the  drug.  Arsenic  can  be  shown  to  have  a  very  decided  effect 
on  the  nutrition  of  the  skin,  and  it  sometimes  distinctly  influences  inflam- 
matory deposits  therein.  It  is  supposed  also  to  exert  some  influence  on 
sarcomatous  and  cancerous  tissues,  but  here  again  more  exact  observation 
is  required. 

Drugs  such  as  chloral,  belladoima,  physostigma,  and  nux  vomica 
act  on  the  tissues  of  certain  parts  of  the  brain  and  spinal  coi'd,  and 
thereby  increase  or  deci'ease  the  functions  of  those  parts.  We  can 
depress  the  functions  of  the  motoi'  nerve-endings  with  conine,  and  the 
sensory  nerve-endings  with  aconite.  AVe  can  paralyse  the  involuntary 
muscle  fibres  directly  with  the  nitrites,  or  indirectly  by  chloral  hydrate, 
which  depresses  the  functions  of  the  vaso- motor  centre.  We  can 
stimulate  or  depress  the  fmictions  of  the  cardiac  muscle.  The  tissues  of 
the  various  glands  may  likewise  be  stimulated  or  depressed.  We  can 
improve  the  nutrition,  and  therefore  the  function  of  almost  all  the  tissues, 
by  iron,  cod  liver  oil  and  lime  ;  and  indirectly  we  can  produce  the  same 
effect  by  the  gastric  tonics  and  digestives  which  promote  the  taking  and 
absorption  of  food. 

Our  knowledge  of  the  method  in  which  drugs  influence  tissues  in 
health  and  disease  is  largely,  of  course,  the  outcome  of  observations  made 
on  the  effects  of  drugs  on  the  functions  which  they  modify  ;  we  must 
discriminate,  howevei',  between  the  action  of  drugs  on  an  organ  as  a 
whole,  and  the  changes  in  function  which  arise  from  drug  influence 
on  one  of  its  tissues  or  on  one  of  its  parts.  In  restoring  the  function 
of  an  organ  we  have,  then,  to  consider  the  influence  of  the  drug 
on  the  various  tissues  and  parts  of  which  it  is  composed.  In  dealing 
with  the  cerebral  functions,  for  example,  the  effect  of  the  remedy 
on  vessels  as  well  as  on  cerebral  tissues  has  to  be  remembered ; 
and  in  the  restoration  of  the  cardiac  functions  the  eflect  of  agents  on 
various  portions  of  the  nervous  system  as  well  as  on  the  muscle  should 
be  borne  in  mind.  The  influence,  too,  of  changes  in  one  organ  on  the 
functions  of  another  is  very  considerable,  and  it  is  often  by  acting  on  a 
healthy  organ  by  stimulating  or  depressing  its  functions  that  we  are  able 
to  restore  another  from  a  pathological  to  the  normal  condition. 
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In  a  case  of  cerebral  hf?emorrhage,  for  example,  in  which  the  brain  is 
the  main  seat  of  pathological  change,  we  know  of  no  drugs  Avhich  h\ 
directly  influencing  its  tissues  will  bring  about  its  return  to  a  normal 
state.  We  are  able,  however,  to  act  upon  it  indirectly  by  purgatives 
which  tend  to  lower  l)lood-pressTire,  and  after  a  while  by  giving  drugs 
which  improve  the  general  nutrition.  In  valvular  affections  of  the  heart 
we  cannot  remove  the  chief  pathological  condition,  but  by  acting  on  the 
cardiac  muscle  and  its  ganglia  we  can  so  strengthen  and  moderate  the 
beat  as  practically  to  restore  its  normal  function. 

In  phthisis  we  have  hardly  any  power  to  influence  lung  tissue  directly  ; 
but,  by  sulistances  such  as  cod  liver  oil  and  lime  which  improve  the  general 
nutrition  of  the  body,  we  can  indirectly,  perhaps  indeed  to  some  extent 
directly,  help  to  restore  the  lung  tissue  and  function.  In  bronchitis 
we  can  act  directly  on  the  tissue  of  the  mucous  membrane,  and  pro- 
mote its  normal  secretions ;  but  in  pneumonia  we  pi'obably  cannot 
influence  the  affected  tissues  directly,  although  we  employ  salines 
with  a  vague  idea  that  we  may  do  so.  Here  we  are  limited  in  our 
action  to  sustaining  the  functions  of  other  parts,  in  which  the  patho- 
logical change  is  much  less  marked,  until  such  time  as  resolution  may  take 
place.  It  is  possible,  indeed,  that  expectorants  sometimes  influence  the 
lung  changes  favourably  by  promoting  secretion  from  the  bronchial  mucous 
membrane  adjacent  to  the  inflamed  tissue  ;  but  it  is  unlikely  that  they  act 
on  this  tissue  itself.  In  pleurisy  we  are  quite  as  helpless  so  far  as  direct 
drug  treatment  is  concerned ;  we  know  no  drug  which  has  any  direct 
effect  in  reducing  pleural  inflammation,  and  we  are  limited  for  the  most 
part  to  the  exhibition  of  agents  for  the  relief  of  pain.  Yet  even  here, 
when  the  acute  stage  has  passed,  we  may  promote  the  restoration  of  the 
pleura  to  a  normal  state  by  iron  and  nutrients. 

Though  we  have  no  more  power  over  peritoneal  inflammation  than  we 
have  over  that  occurring  in  the  lungs  or-  pleura,  we  are  able  in  peri- 
tonitis to  give  some  aid  by  limiting  the  movements  of  the  inflamed  part. 
Opium  probably  influences  the  nerves  supplying  the  intestinal  muscles, 
and  thus  decreases  peristaltic  action.  It  also  fulfils  the  next  indication, 
the  relief  of  pain.  Here  again,  as  in  many  other  instances,  in  the  efforts 
we  make  to  restore  parts  pathologically  affected  we  act  on  other  and  more 
or  less  normal  structures.  AVe  have  no  reason  to  l)elieve  that  the  chief 
eff"ect  of  opium,  either  in  relieving  pain  or  in  checking  peristalsis,  is  due 
to  any  large  extent  to  its  action  on  the  nerve-endings  in  the  affected  part. 

In  a  few  cases  we  attempt  to  restore  the  normal  functions  of  an  organ 
by  the  addition  of  certain  materials  which  are  lacking  in  its  secretion. 
Thus,  for  example,  in  dyspepsia  we  administer  pepsin  ;  or  we  may  aid 
duodenal  digestion  by  a  remedy  deri\-ed  from  the  pancreas ;  or  we  may 
give  bile  where  we  think  this  secretion  defective.  In  all  these  cases,  how- 
ever, our  immediate  objects  are  in  the  first  place  to  relieve  discomfort, 
and  in  the  second  to  restore  the  normal  functions  of  the  gastro-intestinal 
tract  which  are  interfered  with  by  the  abnormal  state  of  their  contents  due 
to  the  absence  of  pepsin,  trypsin,  and  bile. 


PRINCIPLES  OF  DRUG  THERAPEUTICS 


241 


Sometimes  we  appear  to  apply  pharmacological  substances  to  influence 
a  symptom  rather  than  a  pathological  state,  as  when  we  use  an 
antipyretic  in  fever.  Here,  however,  we  are  really  attempting  to  act  on 
the  pathological  conditions  causing  high  temperature ;  but  not  knoAving 
what  these  are,  we  have  to  use  a  remedy  in  ignorance  of  the  exact 
nature  of  its  action. 

In  administering  drugs  to  restore  tissues  and  organs  to  a  normal  state 
we  usually  act  on  the  supposition  that  an  organ  thus  restored  will  maintain 
its  improved  condition  even  when  the  drug  is  withdrawn.  When  digitalis, 
for  example,  is  given  in  cardiac  dilatation  and  irregular  action  it  is  assumed, 
and  for  the  most  part  rightly  so,  that  if  we  can  restore  or  partially  restore 
the  heart  to  a  normal  state  it  will  so  remain  when  the  medicine  is  with- 
held. We  do  the  same  in  bronchitis  when  we  administer  expectorants  ; 
in  fact  we  apply  a  generalisation  in  this  matter,  as  in  many  others,  founded 
on  a  weak  induction  which  must  be  referred  to  one  or  more  inductions  of 
wider  scope.  The  reason  that  a  tissue  or  organ  restored  to  its  normal 
state  by  a  drug  does  not  revert  to  its  alinormal  condition  on  the  loss  of 
the  drug,  depends  partly  upon  the  fact  that  every  altered  condition  of  an 
organ  reacts  on  the  surrounding  tissues  and  organs,  and  partly  on  the 
tendency  to  revert  towards  the  normal  when  perturbations  have  ceased 
to  act. 

(d)  Relief  of  Pain  and,  Suffering. — This  indication  has  to  be  followed  not 
only  from  considerations  of  humanity,  but  because  pain  and  suffering,  by 
their  influence  on  nutritional  processes,  tend  directly  to  prevent  the  return 
of  tissues  and  organs  to  their  normal  state.  The  relief  of  pain  may  be 
accomplished  by  drugs  which  depress  the  functions  of  the  sensory  nerve- 
endings,  or  act  on  certain  parts  of  the  central  nervous  system.  The 
nerve -endings  may  be  affected  through  the  circulation  or  directly. 
It  is  probable  that  most  of  those  substances  which  depress  the  tissues  of 
the  central  nervous  system,  those  especially  which  are  in  relation  to  its 
higher  functions,  have  also  some  influence  on  the  nerve-endings,  though 
by  no  means  in  like  proportion.  On  the  other  hand,  substances,  such  as 
cocaine,  which  very  distinctly  paralyse  the  sensory  nerve-endings,  have 
comparatively  little  effect  in  preventing  the  perception  of  pain  in  the 
cerebrum.  The  influence  of  substances  which  act  directly  on  nerve- 
endings  is  practically  much  affected  by  the  relations  between  themselves 
and  the  epidermis.  The  epidermic  covering  is  probably  a  complete  bar 
to  the  action  of  cocaine  on  the  nerve-endings ;  proof  has  not  yet  been 
given  that,  even  by  combining  it  with  substances  such  as  chloroform  and 
lanolin  which  are  said  to  aid  the  passages  of  drugs  through  the  epidermis 
or  its  ducts,  any  effective  influence  is  exerted  on  the  tissues  beneath.  The 
epidermis  likewise  almost  entirely  resists  the  passage  of  morphia  :  hence 
opiate  applications  are  far  less  frequently  of  benefit  than  is  popularly 
supposed.  On  the  other  hand,  atropia,  although  not  a  powerful  depressant 
of  the  functions  of  the  nerve-endings,  passes  readily  through  the  epidermis  ; 
so  too  does  aconitine,  which  has,  however,  in  addition  to  its  anaesthetic 
effects  on  the  nerve-endings,  an  irritant  effect  on  other  tissues.  Conium, 
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like  cocaine,  has  no  action  when  applied  to  a  surface  covered  with 
epidermis. 

The  exact  part  influenced  by  analgesics  acting  on  the  central  nervous 
system  is  not  known. 

Substances  which  depress  the  higher  cerebral  functions,  such  as 
anaesthetics,  chloral,  bromide  of  potassium,  are  undoubtedly  analgesics ; 
but  opium,  which  stands  first  and  foremost  of  all  drugs  in  the  relief  of 
pain,  may  act  as  an  analgesic  without  exerting  the  slightest  recognisable 
influence  on  the  higher  centres.  We  have  no  evidence  that  its  influence 
is  largely  due  to  its  local  action  on  the  nerve-endings ;  morphia  will 
indeed  relieve  pain  applied  locally,  but  this  may  be  due  to  its  absorption 
into  the  blood.  It  certainly  has  no  such  depressing  effects  on  the  nerve- 
endings  as  cocaine ;  if  injected  subcutaneously  the  place  of  injection  is 
a  matter  of  indiff"erence.  Possibly  it  influences  the  gray  matter  in  the  cord 
along  which  painful  sensations  are  conveyed,  and  the  continuation  of  the 
gray  matter  into  the  brain ;  or  it  may  aff'ect  the  centre  for  the  reception 
of  pain. 

The  exact  point,  then,  on  which  morphia  exerts  its  eff"ect  in  producing 
analgesia  is  still  unknown.  Such,  too,  is  the  case  with  the  newer  analgesics 
— antipyrine,  antifebrin  and  phenacetin.  They  likewise  influence  painful 
sensations  in  a  manner  for  which  neither  their  local  action  nor  their 
influence  on  the  cerebrum  can  account. 

In  choosing  an  analgesic  the  pharmacological  influences  of  the  drug, 
other  than  those  which  efifect  the  relief  of  pain,  are  not  to  be  forgotten  ; 
these  secondary  actions  often  limit  their  use. 

Not  only  must  Ave  relieve  pain  where  possible,  but  all  forms  of  suffer- 
ing also ;  and  next  to  pain  insomnia  is  perhaps  the  most  distressing  of 
these  forms.  There  is  reason  to  believe  the  presence  of  certain  elements 
and  radicals  in  di'ugs  gives  them  a  power  of  depressing  the  tissues  of  the 
higher  centres  of  the  brain,  and  thus  causing  sleep.  Almost  all  soporifics 
are  derived  from  the  fatty  series,  and  many  of  them  contain  the  elements 
chlorine  and  bromine.  It  seems  probable  that  these  elements,  and  also 
the  fatty  radicals,  directly  depress  the  function  of  the  nerve  cells  in  the 
cortex.  The  structure  of  hypnotics  which  do  not  belong  to  the  fatty 
series,  of  which  opium  is  the  only  one  of  importance,  is  not  sufficiently 
known  to  enable  us  to  ascertain  to  which  of  its  constituent  groups  of 
molecules  its  eff'ects  are  due.  As  in  the  case  of  analgesics,  the  use  of 
soporifics  is  limited  by  the  extent  of  their  other  pharmacological  effects  ; 
chloral  depresses  the  cardiac  and  I'cspiratory  centres,  the  former  to  a 
dangerous  extent  when  administered  in  large  doses.  In  the  newer  com- 
pound chloralamide  this  eff'ect  is  in  part  avoided  by  the  presence  of  a 
molecule  of  formamide,  which  contains  a  group  NH,  capable  of  stimulating 
the  centres  in  the  medulla.  It  still  remains  to  be  seen  whether  this  is 
sufficient  to  neutralise  entirely  the  depressing  action  of  chloral. 

Paraldehyde  produces  few  special  effects  other  than  those  procuring 
sleep,  but  its  taste  and  the  odour  it  gives  to  the  breath  are  very  objection- 
able ;  it  is,  moreover,  nuich  less  certain  in  its  eff'ects  than  chloral.  Sul- 
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phonal  is  also  less  certain  than  chloral ;  it  is  devoid  of  the  unpleasantness 
of  paraldehyde,  but  it  seems  at  times  to  disturb  muscular  co-ordination, 
and  it  is  said  to  lead  to  the  presence  of  htematoporphorin  in  the  urine. 

III.  Principles  of  Administration 

In  the  administration  of  drugs  the  chief  point  for  consideration  is  the 
method  by  which  they  can  best  be  brought,  in  the  requisite  quantity,  in 
contact  with  the  tissues  to  be  influenced. 

Methods. — Drugs  may  be  introduced  into  the  body  in  many  ways, 
which  may  thus  be  shortly  enumerated. 

1.  By  the  Skin. — The  skin  presents  two  pathways  for  the  absorption 
of  drugs,  namely,  through  the  epidermis  or  through  the  cutaneous  glands. 
Whether  drugs  actually  penetrate  the  epidermis  is  very  doubtful,  and  it 
is  found  that  the  more  effectual  ways  of  secui'ing  absorption  thi'ough  the 
skin  are  those  which  appear  most  apt  to  carry  the  drug  into  the  interior 
of  the  cutaneous  glands,  such  as  the  inunction  of  a  mercurial  ointment, 
the  exposure  of  the  skin  to  the  hot  moist  vapour  of  a  calomel  fumigation, 
or  the  solution  of  the  drug  in  chloroform  as  a  liniment.  By  this  mode 
of  administration  we  avoid  any  disturbing  influence  of  the  drug  on  the 
digestive  organs,  and  young  children  can  thus  easily  be  put  under  treat- 
ment. The  disadvantages  consist  in  uncertainty  as  to  the  quantity  of 
drug  absorbed,  and  in  the  unpleasantness  of  greasy  and  sometimes  dirty 
a,pplications  to  a  large  surface  of  skin. 

The  following  means  are  usually  adopted  for  securing  cutaneous 
absorption  : — 

Fumigations     .  .  .  .  .  .\ 

Inunction  of  ointments  or  liniments       .  .  .  t  Effectual. 

Endermic  applications  to  surfaces  denuded  of  epidermis  .  j 
Plasters  continually  applied        .  ^ 
Baths    .  .  .  .         >-0f  doubtful  value. 

Medicated  poultices  and  fomentations  j 

2.  By  the  Alimentary  Canal. 

(a)  By  the  stomach.  The  disadvantages  of  stomach  administrations 
are — 

(a)  The  drugs  may  be  variously  changed  and  decomposed  by  the 

digestive  juice. 

They  may  disturb  the  digestive  functions, 
(y)  There  is  often  delay  in  action,  the  rate  of  absorption  being  influ- 
enced by  the  solubility  of  the  drug,  and  the  condition  of  the 
stomach  mucous  membrane ;  hence  certain  substances,  such  as 
sulphonal,  are  very  uncertain  in  the  time  of  their  action. 

(b)  By  the  rectum  in  the  form  of  enema  and  suppository.  Absorp- 
tion is  sloAv  from  the  rectum  in  the  case  of  most  drugs,  and  the  dose 
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needed  is  larger  than  when  given  by  the  stomach.  Strychnine  and  tobacco 
are  exceptions  to  this  rule. 

3.  By  the  Respiratory  Mucous  Membrane. — This  is  proljably  the  most 
rapid  means  of  entrance  foi'  drugs,  owing  to  the  large  alisorbent  surface 
of  the  lung,  and  to  the  fact  that  the  blood  into  -which  the  drug  has 
passed  goes  dii'ectly  to  the  heart.  Hence  the  extremely  rapid  action  of 
amyl-nitrite.  This  method  of  administration  is  limited,  for  the  most 
part,  in  its  application  to  drugs  volatile  at  the  temperatures  of  the  body, 
but  injections  into  the  trachea  have  been  made ;  atomisation  and  in- 
sufflation of  powders  are  commonly  emj)loyed  in  local  medication  of  the 
respiratory  mucous  membrane. 

4.  By  the  Genital  Mucovs  Membrane. — Absorption  through  this  channel 
is  slow  and  uncertain.  Usually  the  injections,  pessaries,  bougies,  etc., 
used  in  this  form  of  medication  are  employed  for  their  local  efiect 
only. 

5.  By  Hypodermic  Injection. — This  has  the  advantage  of  directly  in- 
troducing the  drug  into  the  lymph-stream  without  any  decomposition. 
The  influence  is  rajnd,  and  the  dose  of  the  drug  can  be  accurately 
graduated.  The  use  is  limited  to  drugs  which  are  not  irritating,  and,  for 
the  most  part,  to  those  of  which  the  dose  is  small. 

6.  By  Intravenous  Injection. — This  is  practically  only  used  for  the 
introduction  of  large  quantities  of  saline  fluid,  though  ammonia  has  thus 
been  given. 

7.  By  Intraserous  Injection. — This  has  been  employed  in  exceptional 
cases,  but,  so  far  as  drug  treatment  is  concerned,  is  of  no  value.  The 
rapidity,  however,  with  which  absorption  from  serous  cavities  takes  place 
is  of  importance  in  other  relations. 

Dosage. — The  dose  of  a  drug  is  not  a  fixed  quantity,  hwt  must  be 
determined  according  to  the  purpose  for  which  the  drug  is  used,  and  the 
conditions  under  which  it  is  used.  The  conditions  M'hich  chiefly  influence 
dosage  are  age,  sex,  size  and  weight,  and  disease. 

Age. — The  usual  rule  is  to  take  the  adult  dose  as  1  year,  and  make  a 
fraction,  which  has  the  age  of  the  child  for  a  numerator,  and  this  age  plus 
1 2  for  a  denominator  :  this  gives  the  fraction  of  the  adult  dose  which  is 
suitable  for  the  child.  Thus,  for  a  child  of  six  the  dose  would  be 
or  one-third  of  the  adult  doses.  This  is,  of  course,  a  mere  approxima- 
tion ;  moreover,  each  drug  has  to  be  considered  separately  in  this  respect. 
Children,  for  example,  bear  much  larger  relative  doses  of  belladonna  and 
arsenic  than  adults ;  Irat  of  opium,  on  the  other  hand,  smaller  doses. 

Sex. — Women  differ  consideraljly  from  men  in  their  reaction  to  medi- 
cine ;  the  dose  for  a  woman  is  usually  considered  to  be  four-fifths  of  that 
for  a  man. 

Size  and  Weight  seem  to  have  less  influence  than  would  be  generally 
supposed.  It  is  only  in  exceptional  cases — that  is,  where  the  size  and 
weight  are  veiy  small — that  these  factors  need  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration, i 
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The,  Present  Disease. — This  has  often  an  important  bearing  on  the 
dose.  Any  ailment  which  interferes  with  the  functional  activity  of 
eliminating  organs  may  seriously  modify  drug  action.  Hence,  in  kidney 
diseases,  for  example,  opium  has  at  times  an  exaggerated  action. 

As  the  dose  of  a  drug  has  to  be  adapted  to  the  changes  in  the  tissues 
and  organs  it  is  meant  to  affect,  and  as  the  tissues  of  similar  kind  in 
different  individuals  are  not  influenced  by  the  same  amount  of  a  drug, 
the  dose  which  will  effect  its  purpose  has  often  to  be  arrived  at  by 
experiment — that  is  to  say,  by  gradually  raising  it  until  a  definite  result 
is  obtained. 

Cireumstanees  modifying  the  Influence  of  Drugs. — Idiosyncrasy. — 
One  or  more  of  the  tissues  may  be  unduly  susceptible  or  insusceptible 
to  the  action  of  a  drug.  It  is  well  known  that  the  smallest  quantity  of 
calomel  will  salivate  some  persons,  and  a  very  minute  dose  of  quinine 
will  cause  a  rash  in  others.  The  explanation  of  this  is  quite  unknown, 
but  even  the  simplest  tissues  vary  in  their  reaction  to  drugs ;  the  ex- 
cised muscles  of  one  frog,  for  example,  may  differ  considerably  in  their 
ordinary  reactions  from  those  of  a  series  of  other  fi'ogs  without  any  other 
ascertainable  differences  in  the  experiment.    \_Vide  art.  "  Temperament."] 

Toleration. — When,  on  taking  a  drug  continuously,  the  first  effects 
decrease  until  they  are  no  longer  noticed,  toleration  is  said  to  be  established. 
In  some  cases  this  may  be  due  to  conditions  causing  increased  elimination, 
or  to  the  initiation  of  new  chemical  changes  by  which  the  drug  l^ecomes 
altered  and  even  rendered  inert.  It  may,  however,  also  l)e  due  to  some 
modification  in  the  reacting  tissue,  caused  by  the  continuous  contact  of 
the  drug.  It  would  appear  as  if  toleration  can  be  established  more 
readily  with  some  drugs  than  others ;  with  opium,  for  example,  it  is 
easily  established.  For  arsenic  the  toleration  is  not  so  readily  established, 
unless  indeed  we  accept  the  stories  of  the  Styrian  peasants.  For  chloral 
hydrate  tolerance  seems  to  become  only  partially  established  ;  patients  can 
become  habituated  to  larger  doses,  yet  at  times  toleration  seems  tempo- 
rarily to  disappear,  and  a  large  habitual  dose  may  at  last  have  a  fatal 
effect. 

The  duration  of  action  of  a  drug  is  likewise  dependent  on  the  rapidity 
of  its  excretion  and  its  adhesion  to  the  tissues.  The  diiference  between 
drugs  in  this  matter  is  enormous.  Such  substances  as  ammonia,  ether, 
the  nitrites  and  alcohol,  produce  their  effects  on  the  tissues  quickly,  and 
their  effect  as  quickly  passes  away.  An  ordinary  dose  of  ammonia  or 
ether  acts  within  a  second  or  two  ;  its  effects  do  not  last  more  than  half  an 
hour  or  an  hour.  Two  grains  of  nitrite  of  sodium  begins  to  act  in  two 
or  three  minutes,  and  its  influence  cannot  be  detected  after  three  hours. 
Digitalis,  on  the  other  hand,  does  not  show  any  signs  of  affecting  the 
system  for  a  long  time,  but  its  effect  is  long  continued.  It  is  manifest 
that  this  difference  in  the  duration  of  the  action  of  medicines  should  be 
considered  in  our  combinations  of  them.  It  seems  probable,  for  example, 
that  if  ammonia  and  digitalis  are  given  in  combination  the  ammonia  will 
have  ceased  to  act  before  the  digitalis  begins. 
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Cumulative  Action. — Some  drugs  are  quickly  excreted,  others  are  stored 
up  in  the  body,  and  may  not  exert  their  characteristic  effect  until  a 
certain  amount  has  accumulated.  This  is  the  case  with  digitalis,  for 
example.  When  this  drug  is  taken  in  small  doses,  its  special  effects  are 
not  seen,  as  a  rule,  for  two  or  three  days.  Cumulative  action  of  a  drug 
is  usually  due  in  part  to  difficulty  of  excretion,  hut  also  to  the  stronger- 
adhesion  of  its  molecules  to  the  tissues.  Digitalis,  as  a  matter  of  experi- 
ment, is  washed  out  of  tissues  with  much  greater  difficulty  than  many 
other  substances.  The  reverse  is  the  case  with  curare,  which  is  so  slowly 
absorbed  from  the  stomach  and  so  quickly  removed  from  the  tissues 
and  excreted  that,  if  the  drug  Ije  taken  by  the  mouth,  a  sufficient 
qiiantity  does  not  abide  in  them  to  produce  its  characteristic  effect. 
Hence  it  must  be  given  subcutaneously. 

Sources  of  Fallacy  in  Therapeutics. — Some  of  the  fallacies  arising 
from  defective  observation  and  other  causes  have  already  been  pointed 
out  incidentally. 

One  is  the  assumption  of  pharmacological  knoAvledge  M-hich  does  not 
exist.  Some  knowledge  of  the  action  of  drugs  on  various  parts  of  the 
body  has  been  obtained,  but  concerning  the  effects  of  a  large  number 
definite  information  is  wanting.  Unfortunately,  when  knowledge  is  want- 
ing, suppositions  founded  not  on  experiment  but  on  fancy  or  on  imperfect 
observation  usually  take  their  place.  The  reputed  action  of  many  drugs, 
as  cholagogues,  diajihoretics,  diuretics,  etc.,  is  founded  on  the  most  slender 
basis  ;  yet  it  is  constantly  alleged  as  if  it  were  founded  on  real  knowledge. 
Of  the  alleged  diaphoretic  action  of  such  substances  as  sassafras,  and 
serpentary,  nothing  certain  is  ascertained.  Again,  under  what  conditions 
the  so-called  "  expectorants  "  jDroduce  their  effects  we  do  not  know,  and  so 
forth ;  indeed  the  action  of  most  drugs  on  the  tissues  and  organs  is 
guessed  at  rather  than  known.  Yet  in  therapeutic  reasoning  these  hazy 
apprehensions  are  usually  accepted  as  a  basis  for  treatment. 

A  second  source  of  fallacy  is  the  persistence  of  old  and  baseless 
theories.  The  opinions  of  Hippocrates  and  of  Sydenham  ;  those  of  Willis, 
concerning  the  aiding  of  nature  with  regard  to  fermentation ;  of  Boer- 
haave,  on  obstruction  of  the  vessels  ;  of  Brown  on  asthenia,  still  colour 
our  therapeutic  reasoning,  and  lingering  like  the  nomenclature  of  their 
inventors,  like  it  they  influence  thought. 

Limits  of  the  Utility  of  Drugs. — Drugs  only  act  beneficially  when 
they  can  exercise  such  influence  on  the  morbid  changes  in  tissues  and 
organs  as  to  restore  the  parts  to  a  state  compatible  with  systemic  life. 
But  in  a  large  propoition  of  cases  such  restoration  is  impossible.  Un- 
fortunately for  the  reputation  of  drugs  it  is  considered  necessary  to  give 
them  in  all  cases,  even  where  it  is  manifest  that  the  case  is  beyond  the 
limits  of  drug  treatment.  The  pre\valent  want  of  belief  in  drugs  is  largely 
due  to  the  fact  that  they  are  expected  to  achieve  the  impossible. 

D.  J.  Leech. 
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CLIMATE  IN  THE  TREATMENT  OF  DISEASE 

The  climate  of  a  region  or  site  is  the  combined  effect  of  the 
atmosphere  and  of  the  nature  of  the  surface  in  their  relation  to  man. 
Of  these  the  atmosphere,  which  is  the  product  of  many  more  or  less 
varying  agents,  is  the  chief.  The  most  important  qualities  of  the  atmo- 
sphere are  : — - 

1.  The  chemical  composition.  2.  The  organic  and  inorganic  substances 
floating  in  it.  3.  The  temperature  and  its  variations.  4.  The  degree  of 
humidity.  5.  The  diathermancy.  6.  The  transparency  and  the  quality  of 
light.  7.  The  density  and  pressure.  8.  The  electrical  conditions.  9.  The 
circulation  of  the  air — the  directions  and  the  force  of  the  winds. 

The  climatic  chara-cter  of  a  locality  depends  chiefly  : — 

1.  On  the  distance  from  the  equator.  2.  The  elevation  above  the  sea.  3. 
The  relation  of  its  position  to  adjacent  seas  or  large  inland  lakes,  or  deserts, 
or  marshes.  4.  The  predominating  winds.  5.  The  nature  of  the  soil  :  whether 
rock  or  dry  porous  ground,  such  as  sand,  allowing  rapid  percolation  of  moisture, 
and  enclosing  between  the  solid  particles  a  large  amount  of  air  ;  or  stiff,  more 
or  less  impermeable  ground,  such  as  clay,  peat,  or  marsh.  6.  Configuration 
of  surface  :  the  amount  of  shelter,  the  position  on  a  slope,  terrace,  or  plateau, 
or  in  a  valley ;  the  aspect  towards  the  sun,  and  possible  amount  of  sunshine. 
7.  The  mode  of  the  cultivation  of  soil,  whether  arable  fields  or  pastures  ;  the 
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planting  and  clearing  of  forests  ;  the  density  of  population  ;  the  establishment 
of  jnanufactures  ;  the  amount  of  drainage  of  the  rural  and  the  urban  districts. 

This  article  will  be  divided  into  three  sections,  as  follows  : — 

First  Section  :  Remarks  on  some  of  the  principal  elements  of  climate. 

Second  Section  :  Principal  climatic  regions  and  health  resorts. 

Third  Section  :  Use  of  climate  in  the  treatment  and  prevention  of 
disease,  Avith  a  sub-section  on  the  tise  of  "  home  "  from  a  hygienic  and 
therapeutic  point  of  view. 

First  Section — Remarks  on  some  of  tlie  principal 
Elements  of  Climate 

1.  Composition  of  the  Air. — At  one  time  it  was  generally  maintained 
that  the  composition  of  the  air  was  the  same  in  all  parts  of  the  earth — at 
the  to2)s  of  the  mountains,  on  the  sea,  in  rural  and  in  town  districts  ;  but 
the  researches  of  Tyndall,  Frankland,  R.  Angus  Smith,  and  others  have 
shown  that  there  are  slight  differences  from  the  usually  assumed  com- 
position, namely — 


Although  the  differences  in  the  proportion  of  oxygen  rarely  exceed 
-^u  volume,  such  a  plus  or  minus  is  of  great  importance  if  we  consider 
the  large  quantity  of  air  which  we  inhale,  and  if  we  may  assume  that 
any  deficit  is  generally  associated  with  the  presence  or  the  increase  of 
more  or  less  injurious  substances. 

R.  Angus  Smith  found  even  in  the  same  town  considerable  differences 
in  the  proportion  of  oxygen,  for  example,  in  a  northern  suburb  of  London 
(Belsize  Park)  21-01  per  cent,  in  the  middle  of  Hyde  Park  21-005,  in 
the  Eastern  district  20-86,  in  the  tunnel  of  the  Metropolitan  Railway 
20-70.  In  an  open  yard  before  a  house  more  oxygen  Avas  found  than 
Avithin  the  rooms  of  the  house.  At  the  same  spot  he  found  differences 
under  the  influence  of  weather — more  oxygen  during  and  after  rain  than 
in  dry  and  foggy  weather. 

Carbonic  acid  was  first  found  by  De  Saussure  as  a  regular  constituent 
of  the  air  in  the  proportion  of  3-6  to  6  parts  in  10,000  ;  but  its  percentage 
varies  considerably.  Thus  Angus  Smith  found  in  crowded  law  courts 
as  much  as  20,  and  in  theatres  even  32  in  10,000  ;  and  Pettenkofer  found 
20  to  58  in  10,000  in  crowded  schools  at  Munich.  It  is  probable  that  air 
rich  in  carbonic  acid  is  also  rich  in  other  impurities  and  in  bacteria. 

The  air  contains  other  gaseous  substances,  such  as  ozone,  antozone, 
ammonia,  on  which  we  cannot  enter  here  ;  and  the  vapour  of  water, 
which  we  shall  discuss  under  humidity. 

Very  important  are  the  solid  substances  floating  in  the  air,  the  nature 
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of  which  varies  considerably  at  different  localities  and  under  different 
conditions.  They  are  partly  inorganic,  such  as  salty  particles,  silica, 
chalk,  iron,  etc.  ;  partly  organic,  such  as  pollen,  algse,  bacteria,  fragments 
of  hair,  vegetable  fibre,  and  insects.  Some  of  these  substances  are  inno- 
cent, or  nearly  so  ;  others  are  injurious.  Ehx^enberg,  Schwann  and  others 
directed  attention  to  this  matter  long  ago  ;  but  to  Pasteur  and  Tyndall 
our  debt  is  greatest.  Pasteur  has  shown  the  absence  of  organic  impurity 
on  glaciers,  and  its  presence  in  large  quantities  in  villages  not  far  distant. 

The  recognition  by  Lister  of  the  influence  of  these  suspended  matters 
on  wounds,  and  the  adoption  of  successful  means  to  exclude  them,  mark 
an  epoch  in  the  history  of  Medicine ;  and  their  presence  in  the  air  of 
different  localities  deserves  attention  in  the  appreciation  of  climates.  On 
this  depends  the  septic  or  aseptic  character  of  the  atmosphere ;  and  the 
predominant  feature  of  the  localities  most  beneficial  in  the  treatment  of 
tubercular  phthisis  is  the  aseptic  character  of  the  atmosphere. 

2.  Tem,i)erature  is  a  most  powerful  modifier  of  climates.  We  distinguish 
between  radiant  or  sun  heat,  and  shade  or  air  heat.  The  raj^s  of  the 
sun  have  great  power  of  heating  the  human  body  and  other  solid  substances 
on  which  they  fall,  but  heat  only  slightly  the  air  through  which  they 
pass.  The  air  would,  in  fact,  allow  the  heat  to  pass  through  it  entirely 
— it  would  be,  to  use  a  scientific  term,  quite  diathermic — were  it  not  for 
the  watery  vapour  it  contains.  On  the  amount  of  this  vapour  depends 
the  degree  of  the  diathermancy  of  the  air,  which  is  a  very  important  factor 
of  different  climates.  The  more  vapour  the  air  contains,  the  less  powerful 
is  the  direct  or  radiant  sun  heat. 

The  shade  temperature  is  due  mainly  to  the  warmth  imparted  to  the 
air  from  the  ground — water  as  well  as  land — previously  warmed  by  the 
sun's  rays.  The  shade  temperature  may,  however,  be  greatly  influenced 
by  currents  of  air  from  distant  regions,  namely,  Avarm  or  cold  winds. 

Melloni  and  Tyndall  discovered  that  the  water  vapour  is  much  less 
diathermic  to  the  invisible  waves  of  heat  radiated  back  from  the  earth 
than  to  the  direct  luminous  rays  of  the  sun.  To  this  is  due  the  pro- 
tecting influence  of  the  vapour  on  the  ground,  especially  during  the 
night ;  without  it  the  greater  part  of  the  heat  absorbed  during  the  day 
would  be  rapidly  radiated  into  space,  which  indeed  does  occur  when  the 
air  is  very  dry  and  the  sky  cloudless. 

The  nature  of  the  surface  of  the  ground  exercises  great  influence  on 
the  amount  of  heat  which  is  absorbed  and  reflected.  We  can  only  briefly 
allude  to  Frankland's  instructive  experiments  on  this  subject.  The 
nearer  the  colour  of  the  ground  approaches  to  white  (snow,  chalk  cliffs, 
white  walls,  etc.)  the  more  the  direct  sun  heat  is  reflected  by  it,  the  less 
heat  is  absorbed  ;  the  darker  the  ground  (grass,  green  leaves)  the  less 
heat  is  reflected,  the  more  is  absorbed.  The  ground  which  absorbs  more 
heat  from  the  direct  rays  of  the  sun  can  give  out  more  heat  during  the 
night,  and  vice  versa.  The  influence  thus  exercised  on  the  climate  of  a 
place  is  evident,  and  the  white  snow  fietds  of  the  Alps  in  winter  form  a 
well-known  illustration. 
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We  cannot  enter  on  the  distribution  of  temperature  in  the 
atmosphere  on  the  surface  of  the  earth,  or  on  the  great  difTerences 
existing  between  the  distances  from  the  equator  and  the  isothermal 
lines  (with  the  same  annual  temperatures),  and  the  isochimenal  lines 
(with  the  same  winter  temperatures),  and  the  isotheral  lines  (with  the 
same  summer  temperatures).  We  must  refer  to  Humboldt,  Dove,  Car- 
penter, Haughton,  Scott,  and  others  for  accounts  of  the  warming  influences 
of  the  equatorial  currents  of  the  sea,  and  of  the  chilling  action  of  the 
Arctic  and  Antarctic  streams.  This  and  other  factors  of  climate  are 
very  clearly  described  in  the  Lumleian  lectures  on  "  Aerotherapeutics  " 
(1894)  by  Dr.  C.  T.  Williams. 

The  temperature  of  the  sea-coasts,  however,  is  influenced  not  only 
by  great  sea  currents  ;  the  nearness  of  oceans  acts  powerfully  on  the 
temperature  of  large  tracts  of  continents — the  range  of  temperature,  as  a 
rule,  increasing  from  the  coasts  towards  the  interior.  The  Pacific,  the 
Atlantic  and  other  oceans  diminish  the  annual  range  of  temperature  on 
adjacent  shores  to  20^  F.  and  less  ;  while  in  the  interior  of  large  con- 
tinents— as  in  the  centre  and  north  of  Asia — the  range  may  be  60°,  80°, 
and  even  100°  F. 

Mountains  and  high  elevations  above  the  sea  act  likewise  to  some 
degree  as  equalisers  of  temperature  by  lowering  the  annual  range.  In 
addition  to  this,  high  mountain  ranges  act  as  shelters  to  the  leeward 
regions ;  they  condense  the  moisture  on  the  side  towards  the  sea,  and 
render  the  air  currents  on  the  leeward  side  drier.  We  see  this,  for  in- 
stance, by  comparing  the  dry  climates  of  Tibet  and  Cashmere  with  those 
of  the  windward  side  of  the  Himalayas,  and  those  of  the  eastern  side  of 
the  Rocky  Mountains  with  those  to  the  west  of  them. 

Our  knowledge  of  the  influence  of  different  degrees  of  temperature  on 
the  human  body  is  still  imperfect.  Experiments  have  shown  that  cold 
acts  as  a  stimulant  and  increases  the  amount  of  carbonic  acid  exhaled  ; 
but  Pfliiger  has  found  a  similar  increase  from  heat,  and  Marcet  came  to 
the  same  result  from  his  observations  on  the  island  of  Teneriff"e  :  we  must 
infer,  then,  that  heat,  up  to  a  certain  limit,  acts  likewise  as  a  stimulant. 
Our  general  views  on  the  influence  of  temperature  are  based  partly  on 
the  effects  of  different  seasons  on  the  health  of  individuals  ;  partly  on 
the  effects  of  moving  during  winter  to  warmer  climates,  and  vice  versa  ; 
partly  on  the  consideration  of  the  physical  and  mental  constitution  of 
peoples  dwelling  in  different  regions :  but  the  coexistence  of  other 
climatic  factors — such  as  moisture,  light,  rarefaction,  or  condensation  of 
air — renders  inferences  difficult,  a  difficulty  further  increased  by  differ- 
ences in  the  manner  of  life. 

It  is  necessary  to  distinguish  between  radiated  or  sun  heat  and 
shade  heat.  We  do  not  yet  know  how  great  a  degree  of  sun  heat  can  be 
borne.  It  is  certain  that  sunstroke  is  very  rare  in  great  sun  heat  in  the 
pure  and  comparatively  dry  air  of  high  elevations  ;  and  this  seems  also 
to  be  the  case  on  the  ocean.  '  High  shade  temperature  is,  however, 
much  less  easily  borne,  and  persons  who  can  do  hard  work  in  a  sun  heat 
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of  120°  become  rapidly  exhausted  in  a  shade  heat  of  90".  Here  again 
we  must  bear  in  mind  that  we  cannot  distinguish  the  effects  of  temperature 
from  those  of  moisture,  electrical  condition,  and  movement  of  air. 
Different  individuals  bear  heat  very  differently  ;  and  many  Europeans 
living  in  hot  climates  injure  themselves  by  continuing  to  take  the  same 
kind  and  amount  of  food  and  stimulants  as  they  do  at  home  (Ranald 
Martin,  Parkes,  Fayrer,  and  others).  However,  as  Parkes  says,  great 
heat  in  shade  exerts  "  a  depressing  influence,  lessening  the  great  functions 
of  digestion,  respiration,  sanguification,  and,  directly  or  indirectly,  the 
formation  and  destruction  of  tissues."  ^ 

At  climatic  health  resorts,  however,  we  have  not  to  deal  with  high 
but  with  moderate  degrees  of  heat,  such  as  we  find  in  summer  in  temperate, 
and  in  winter  in  hot  climates ;  namely,  between  55'  and  70°  F.  In  such 
temperatures  the  organism  loses  less  heat  than  at  lower  degrees.  In 
strong  persons,  after  long  exposure  to  such  temperatures,  we  often  find  a 
certain  degree  of  lassitude,  diminution  of  appetite,  and  impairment  of 
the  functions  of  digestion,  respiration,  circulation  and  metabolism. 
Weak  persons,  on  the  other  hand,  often  exhibit  greater  energy  of 
all  the  functions  of  the  mind  and  body,  gain  in  weight,  and  are  less 
liable  to  disease.  Hence  the  value  of  such  climates  to  permanently 
delicate  persons,  or  to  those  temporarily  weakened  by  disease,  and  to  the 
elderly. 

The  effects  of  low  temperature  are  likewise  rarely  observed  alone  ; 
but  it  is  certain  that  the  body  loses  more  heat  and  has  to  supply  this 
loss.  Increase  of  appetite,  improvement  of  digestion,  circulation,  sangui- 
fication, and  metabolism  are  in  vigorous  persons  generally  the  results  of 
moderate  degrees  of  cold.  The  opposite  is  often  the  case  with  delicate 
persons,  and  especially  so  when  cold  is  combined  with  damp  and  wind. 
It  is  especially  amongst  old  persons  that  the  combination  of  cold  with 
damp  and  high  winds  and  absence  of  sun  acts  injuriously.  The  reports 
of  the  Registrar- General  give  ample  proof  of  this.  Thus  in  the  last 
quarter  of  1878,  including  two  very  cold  months,  the  mortality  of  people 
above  sixty  was  24  per  cent  higher  than  in  1877,  when  the  same  period 
was  characterised  by  mild  weather.  The  rate  of  increase  amongst  people 
below  sixty  was  only  8  per  cent.  However,  by  dryness  of  the  air,  light, 
sunshine,  and  absence  of  wind,  moderate  degrees  of  cold  are  rendered 
beneficial  even  to  many  delicate  persons. 

The  fact  that  cold  is  disagreeable  to  many  persons  induces  them  to 
regard  it  as  injurious.  That  this,  however,  is  not  the  case,  is  proved  by 
the  fact  that  the  mortality  decreases  as  we  proceed  from  the  tropics 
towards  the  pole.    We  quote  Michel  Levy's  table  in  his  Hygiene : — 

From    0  to  20  degrees  latitude,  1  death  in  25  inhabitants. 
„     20  „  40      „  „        1     „     „  35-5 

„     40  „  60      „  „        1     „     „  43-2 

„     60  „  80      „  „        1     „     „  55  „ 


1  Manual  of  Practical  Hygiene,  1878,  p.  436. 
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It  was  formerly  assumed  that  great  equability  of  temperature  is  a 
necessary  element  of  a  climate  useful  in  the  treatment  of  chest  complaints, 
and  vice  versa  ;  but  this  again  is  not  correct.  There  may  be  great  differences 
between  sun  heat  and  shade  temperature,  and  still  greater  differences 
between  day  and  night  temperatures — as  in  Alpine  climates  in  winter — 
and  yet  such  climates  exercise  the  most  beneficial  effects,  provided  the 
invalid  can  take  sufficient  shelter. 

3.  The  humidit[i  of  the  air  is  almost  as  important  a  factor  of  climate  as 
the  temperature.  Watery  vapour  is  always  contained  in  the  air,  but  its 
amount  is  constantly  changing  by  the  ceaseless  processes  of  evaporation 
and  condensation.  The  degree  of  absolute  humidity  varies  with  the 
seasons,  and  at  different  hours  of  the  day ;  it  is  generally  great<pr  with 
higher  temperatures,  and  vice  verm.  The  variations  of  relative  humidity 
follow  to  some  degree  an  opposite  course  :  the  relative  humidity  is,  in 
general,  lower  in  summer  than  in  winter,  and  lower  during  the  warmer 
parts  of  the  day  than  during  the  colder ;  lowest,  in  fact,  during  the  first 
hours  of  the  afternoon  and  highest  about  sunrise.  The  variations  are 
greater  in  summer  than  in  winter,  greater  in  inland  than  in  marine 
climates ;  they  are  influenced  by  predominant  winds. 

Saturation  of  the  air  leads  to  mists  and  clouds,  and  the  periods  and 
frequency  of  their  occurrence  are  of  great  importance  in  the  appreciation 
of  climates.  Mists  are  more  rare  at  considerable  elevations  above  the 
sea ;  clouds  are  more  frequent  at  certain  medium  elevations,  changing 
with  the  seasons. 

The  rainfall  varies  considerably  in  different  regions,  from  0  in  the 
desert  of  Sahara,  and  at  some  parts  of  the  coast  of  Peru,  to  several 
hundred  inches  on  the  south-east  slopes  of  the  Himalayas  which  are 
exposed  to  the  moisture -laden  monsoons.  The  amount  of  rain  is  not 
proportionate  to  the  moisture  of  the  air,  for  a  region  may  be  rainless,  as 
Lima  on  the  coast  of  Peru,  in  spite  of  a  very  humid  atmosphere ;  and 
localities  with  considerable  rainfall,  like  Genoa,  may  have  tolerable  dry- 
ness of  soil  and  air.  The  number  of  rainy  days  does  not  correspond  to 
the  amount  of  rainfall.  It  may  even  be  said,  with  some  exceptions,  that 
the  number  of  rainy  days  increases  with  the  distance  from  the  equator, 
while  the  amount  of  rainfall  decreases.  The  number  of  rainy  days,  the 
season  when  it  rains  oftenest,  and  the  hours  of  the  day  on  which  the 
rain  falls,  are  important  matters  to  the  invalid. 

It  is  generally  assumed  that  considerable  rainfall  is  an  injurious 
condition,  but  this  is  not  always  correct.  Provided  time  enough  be  left 
for  the  invalid  to  take  exercise  and  sit  in  the  open  air,  rain  is  to  some 
degree  useful,  as  it  has  a  purifying  influence  on  the  atmosphere.  We 
must  remember  that  Angus  Smith  found  an  increased  amount  of  oxygen 
during  and  after  rain,  and  cool  and  rainy  summers  in  England  mostly  show 
a  smaller  mortality  than  hot  and  dry  ones.  The  notion  that  snow  is  injurious 
is  even  more  incorrect.  It  is  true  that  frequent  melting  of  snow  is  apt  to 
produce  catarrh,  but  if  the  snow  remain  on  the  ground  without  melting 
for  periods  of  several  months,  it  is  to  many  invalids  a  source  of  benefit. 
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for  (a)  it  keeps  the  air  free  from  the  impurities  rising  from  the  soil,  and 
from  dust ;  (^)  it  increases  the  amount  of  radiant  or  sun  heat  l)y  reflection  ; 
(c)  it  diminishes  local  currents  of  air  by  preventing  the  heating  of  the 
ground. 

We  have  spoken  of  the  moisture  of  the  atmosphere  as  a  great 
regulator  of  the  distribution  of  warmth  on  the  surface  of  the  globe,  and 
that  it  is  as  essential  to  man  as  to  vegetation ;  but  it  is  difficult  to  define 
accurately  the  eflfects  on  man  of  different  degrees  of  moisture,  because  the 
factor  of  moisture  cannot  be  separated  from  other  factors,  especially 
temperature,  light,  atmospheric  pressure,  wind.  In  dry  air  the  evapora- 
tion from  the  skin  and  from  the  lungs  is  promoted,  and  this  effect  is 
increased  if,  at  the  same  time,  the  sunshine  be  powerful,  as  in  elevated 
regions.  In  moist  air  both  are  diminished.  In  moist  and  warm  air  the 
appetite  and  the  vital  energies  become  diminished,  and  there  is  often  a 
tendency  to  diarrhoja  and  to  affections  of  the  abdominal  organs.  The 
development  of  low  organisms  is  favoured  in  such  climates,  and  this 
probably  is  the  reason  why  in  some  such,  as  at  Lima,  tubei'culosis  is 
frequent  and  runs  a  most  rapid  course.  In  moist  and  cold  air  the 
evaporation  from  the  skin  is  checked,  the  surface  loses  much  warmth,  and 
rheumatic  and  catarrhal  complaints  are  common.  Climates  with  a  moderate 
amount  of  moisture  are  more  equable  by  day  and  night,  and  in  sun  and 
shade ;  the  evaporation  also  is  slight ;  in  dry  climates,  as  we  have 
already  said,  the  opposite  holds  good.  Climates  with  much  moisture, 
especially  with  low  temperatures,  often  have  a  very  dull  sky,  which  may 
shut  out  the  light  and  heat  of  the  sun  for  many  days  and  weeks ;  such 
climates  are  not  exhilarating,  but  with  pioper  hygienic  management  may 
allow  perfect  maintenance  of  health  and  vigour. 

4.  Our  knowledge  of  the  effects  of  slight  changes  in  the  atmospheric 
pressure  is  not  well  defined ;  the  effects  of  the  great  diminution  of 
pressure  at  high  elevations  will  be  discussed  under  Alpine  climates. 

5.  Light  is  of  primary  importance.  As  we  all  know,  light  is  necessary 
for  the  development  of  chlorophyll  in  plants  ;  and  we  meet  persons 
frequently  who  after  some  dull  days  with  absence  of  sun  become 
depressed,  disinclined  to  work,  and  dyspeptic,  and  who  regain  their 
energy  with  the  return  of  the  sun.  We  also  often  see  home -sickness 
in  natives  of  foreign  and  more  sunny  countries  after  some  sunless  weeks 
in  London,  which  disappears  after  a  few  weeks  of  sunny  weather ; 
but  though  we  may  suppose  that  absence  of  sunshine  is  the  principal 
cause  of  such  mental  and  bodily  disturbance,  it  is  difficult  to  say  how 
much  is  due  to  concomitant  circumstances,  such  as  excessive  moisture  and 
to  low  temperature.  W.  F.  Edwards  showed  long  ago  that  light  is 
necessary  for  the  development  of  the  perfect  form  of  the  Batrachia. 
Moleschott,  Pfliiger,  von  Platen,  Tubini,  and  others  have  found  in- 
creased absorption  of  oxygen  and  excretion  of  carbonic  acid  under  the 
influence  of  light  in  Batrachia  and  in  some  warm-blooded  animals.  H. 
Quincke's  experiments  prove  that  the  oxidation  of  animal  cells  (of  blood 
and  pus)  is  increased  under  the  influence  of  light.    Many  of  the  effects 
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of  light  on  the  animal  organism  are,  no  doubt,  due  to  its  action  on  the 
centripetal  nerves,  and  especially  on  those  of  the  retina ;  but  the  result 
of  Quincke's  researches,  and  also  of  those  of  other  observers,  show  that 
light  acts  also  directly  on  the  cells  and  tissues  without  the  influence  of 
nerve  centres. 

The  human  body  is  influenced  indirectly  by  the  action  of  light  on 
certain  microbic  parasites.  Downes  and  Blunt,  Arloing  and  Roux,  had 
already  shown  that  sunlight  can  kill  bacteria,  when  Koch  stated  to  the 
International  Medical  Congress  at  Berlin  (1890)  that  it  kills  the  tubercle 
bacillus  within  a  very  short  time — varying  from  a  few  minutes  to  a  few 
hours ;  and  that  even  diffuse  daylight  does  so,  but  requires  from  five  to 
seven  days.  According  to  P.  A.  Komelevsky,  solar  light  destroys  the 
vitality  of  the  Staphylococcus  pyogenes  aureus  and  albus,  etc.,  in  about 
six  hours.  He  found  that  all  portions  of  the  spectrum  powerfully  affect 
the  microbes,  excepting  the  red  and  infra-red  rays.  Professor  Marshall 
Ward  showed  by  experiments  that  the  blue  rays  of  the  spectrum  have 
the  greatest  power  in  destroying  bacteria ;  while  the  red,  orange,  yellow, 
and  ultra-violet  rays  do  not  affect  them ;  our  present  experience  seems 
to  him,  however,  not  conclusive  with  regard  to  all  varieties  of  microbes. 
Dr.  Arthur  Ransome  communicated  to  the  Royal  Society  in  1890 
experiments  on  the  action  of  soil,  air,  and  light  on  the  tubercle  bacillus  ; 
and  again  Drs.  Ransome  and  Delepine  infer  "(1)  that  finely-divided 
tuberculous  matter — such  as  pure  cultures  of  the  bacillus,  or  '  tuberculous 
dust,'  in  daylight  and  in  free  currents  of  air — is  rapidly  deprived  of 
virulence ;  (2)  that  even  in  the  dark,  although  the  action  is  retarded, 
fresh  air  has  still  some  disinfecting  influence  ;  and  (3)  that  in  the  absence 
of  air,  or  in  confined  air,  the  bacillus  retains  its  power  for  long  periods 
of  time."  These  experiences  seem  of  great  importance  in  the  explanation 
of  the  aseptic  nature  of  the  air  in  the  high  Alps,  on  the  Riviera,  in  the 
desert,  etc.  It  may  further  be  mentioned  that  Buchner  has  shown  that 
direct  as  well  as  diffused  sunlight  very  rapidly  kills  bacteria  suspended 
in  water. 

There  is  yet  a  third  kind  of  influence  of  light  on  the  human  body, 
namely,  on  the  skin.  John  of  Gaddesden,  a  court  physician  in  the 
reigns  of  the  Edwards  ("Rosa  Anglica"),  in  treating  a  royal  prince,  a 
son  of  Edward  I.,  for  small-pox,  prevented  scars  by  having  the  bed-curtains 
and  all  surroundings  made  of  red  colour.  The  same  treatment  has  been 
pursued  by  N.  Finsen  ^  and  Svensden,^  with  the  result  of  preventing  the 
suppurative  stage  and  the  pitting.  This,  if  confirmed,  may  be  explained 
by  the  exclusion  of  the  chemical  rays  by  the  red  curtains.  On  the  irritating 
influence  of  these  rays  interesting  experiments  have  been  made  by  Drs. 
Bowles,  Unna,  Hammer,  Finsen,  and  others.  Dr.  Bowles  in  his  re- 
searches in  the  Alps  on  the  effects  of  sunlight  on  the  human  body,  was  led 
to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  not  heat,  but  those  rays  of  shorter  vibration 
at  the  violet  end  of  the  sjaectrum,  which  give  rise  to  the  2)henomena  of 

Hospitahtidende,  1893. 
-  "  Dell  led.ste  Koppeepidenii  i  Bergen,"  Medecinsk  Revue,  October  1893. 
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sunburn,  and  that  rays  reflected  from  snow  are  far  more  potent  than  rays 
direct  from  the  sun,  or  those  reflected  from  rocks.  He  found  that  various 
colours  applied  to  the  skin  prevented  the  harmful  rays  from  reaching  the 
delicate  nerves  and  vessels  beneath  the  epidermis,  and  quotes  a  singular 
case  of  an  Indian  ofiicer,  who,  having  had  repeated  attacks  of  sunstroke, 
thinks  that  he  has  prevented  the  recurrence  of  the  attacks  by  wearing 
an  orange-coloured  lining  to  his  clothes. 

6.  Of  winds — a  large  subject — we  can  only  speak  briefly.  They  are 
necessary  as  purifiers  of  the  air,  though  they  may  under  special  circum- 
stances carry  malarial  and  other  poisons.  They  often  produce  great  and 
sudden  changes  in  temperature,  moisture,  light,  and  atmospheric  pressure  ; 
and  bring  with  them,  so  to  speak,  the  climates  of  distant  regions.  Before 
selecting  a  health  resort,  the  winds  prevailing  at  different  seasons,  at 
different  parts  of  the  clay,  and  their  character,  must  be  ascertained. 

7.  Mountain  chains  act  as  barriers  to  cold  and  to  hot  winds,  and  thus 
cause  in  the  former  case  higher  annual  temperatures  in  the  leeward 
localities,  in  the  latter  case  lower.  Their  effects  vary  with  their  height, 
extension,  abruptness,  quality,  and  amount  of  vegetation ;  and  with 
presence  or  absence  of  snow  and  glaciers.  They  exercise  also  a  great 
influence  on  the  quality  of  the  atmosi^here  carried  by  the  wind ;  they 
deprive,  for  instance,  the  moisture-laden,  warm  winds  of  a  great  part  of 
their  moisture,  so  that  the  climates  to  leeward  of  the  chain  are  rendered 
drier  and  less  equable. 

8.  Buchan  (12  and  13)  gives  interesting  facts  on  the  effect  of  drainage 
on  the  temperature  of  the  soil.  The  mean  temperature  of  arable  land  is 
raised  0"80°  F.  by  drainage  ;  cold  penetrates  undrained  more  quickly  than 
drained  land  ;  the  temperature  of  drained  land  is  more  equable  than  that 
of  undrained ;  in  summer  the  temperature  of  drained  land  is  occasionally 
raised  1'8°  to  3°  F.  above  that  of  undrained  land.  These  facts  may 
throw  some  light  on  the  discoveries  of  Bowditch  and  Buchanan  with 
regard  to  the  diminution  of  phthisis  mortality  by  drainage. 

9.  The  presence  or  absence  of  vegetation  exercises  a  marked  influence  in 
all  climates.  Bare  surfaces  differ  according  to  the  conducting  power  of  the 
ground.  The  covering  of  the  surface  by  vegetation  prevents  more  or  less 
completely  the  direct  fall  of  the  sun's  rays  on  the  ground  itself,  and  thus 
prevents  it  from  being  heated  to  the  same  degree  as  bare  rock  or  dry 
sand ;  and  the  plants  themselves  are  never  heated  quite  so  much  as  bare 
ground  on  account  of  the  constant  process  of  evaporation.  We  have 
found  the  temperature  above  grass  -  land,  and  likewise  clover,  more 
than  twenty  degrees  lower  than  above  bare  ground  under  great  sun  heat. 
The  character  of  the  vegetable  covering,  however,  makes  a  considerable 
difference. 

The  influence  of  forests  has  been  carefully  studied  by  Buchan  and 
Ebermayer  (25).  They  found  the  temperature  of  the  ground  on  which 
a  forest  stands  to  be  several  degrees  lower  than  that  of  the  neighbom-- 
hood.  The  difference  is  greater  in  summer  than  in  winter,  but  the  air 
within  the  forest  has  a  lower  annual  mean.    In  summer  the  cooling 
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influence  is  specially  marked  during  sunshine.  The  changes  of  temijera- 
ture  in  forests  are  narrower  and  less  sudden ;  the  days  are  cooler, 
the  nights  warmer ;  the  climate  more  equable.  Trees  acquire  their 
maximum  temperature  in  summer  at  about  9  P.M.,  while  that  of  the  air 
occurs  between  2  and  3  P.M.  "  Hence  trees  may  be  regarded  as  reservoirs 
in  which  the  heat  of  the  day  is  closed  up  against  the  cold  of  the  night." 
The  relative  humidity  in  forests  is  higher;  in  July  about  10°,  in 
January  about  3'7°;  forests  lead  also  to  increased  rainfall;  the  air  in 
forests  being  cooler  and  more  saturated,  the  vapour  of  a  moist  wind  on 
reaching  a  forest  is  condensed  into  mist  and  rain.  There  is  less  move- 
ment of  air  in  forests,  and  they  jjrotect  the  adjacent  land  on  the  leeward 
side  from  winds  and  cold  currents. 

Second  Section — Principal  Climatic  Reg-ions  and  Health 

Resorts 

There  are  insurmountable  difficulties  in  the  classification  of  climates ; 
the  same  degrees  of  latitude,  for  example,  containing  the  most  different 
climates.  Many  French  writers,  especially  Levy,  Eochard,  Fonsangrives 
and  Lacassagne,  take  the  mean  annual  temperature  with  various  modifica- 
tions ;  but  the  mean  annual  temperature  is  an  imperfect  guide  in  the 
treatment  of  disease,  for  localities  with  the  same  annual  mean  often  differ 
very  widely  in  range  at  the  same  season  or  at  different  seasons.  Thus 
Torquay,  Paris,  and  Odessa  have  approximate  annual  means,  but  the 
following  table  shows  how  diff"erent  are  their  seasonal  ranges  : — 


Annual  Temperature. 

Winter. 

Spring. 

Summer. 

Autumn. 

Torquay  about  52°  Fahr. 

44-0° 

50-1° 

61-3° 

53-1° 

Paris  about  51 '5°  ,, 

38-4° 

50-4° 

64-5° 

52-0° 

Odessa  about  50  "4°  ,, 

27-5" 

45 '8° 

70-0° 

50-7° 

Thus  the  difference  between  summer  and  winter  is  for  Torquay  only 
17°,  for  Paris  26°,  for  Odessa  42-5°. 

A  division  according  to  the  temperature  of  the  seasons  would  be  more 
useful,  but  places  with  the  same  winter  temperatures  may  differ  widely  as 
to  equability,  sunshine,  and  humidity. 

Several  authors,  English  and  foreign,  adopt  relative  humidity  as  the 
main  principle  of  classification  (Vivenot,  Walshe,  Rohden,  P.  Niemeyer, 
Thomas),  and  this  arrangement  has  its  advantages  ;  but  other  climatic 
factors  may  vary  widely  where  the  relative  humidity  is  almost  the  same. 

All  such  classifications  appear  to  us  so  constrained  that  Ave  should 
prefer  to  describe  the  several  localities  alphabetically  ;  but  this  would 
lead  to  much  repetition  and  require  more  space. 

We  therefore  propose  to  follow,  with  some  modifications,  the  plan 
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which  has  been  adopted  in  previous  treatises  on  this  subject/  although 
we  acknowledge  its  imperfections. 

The  sea  exercises  so  powerful  an  influence  on  the  climate  of  the 
localities  adjacent  to  it  that  we  will  consider  these  under  one  great  head 
— Marine  Climates  (in  distinction  from  Inland  Climates). 

A.  Marine  Climates. — As  fully  marine  climates  can  only  be  enjoyed 
on  the  ocean  itself,  we  will  begin  with  a  short  account  of  the  ocean  and 
such  sea-voyages  as  are  best  adapted  to  invalids,  and  then  consider  the 
climates  of  small  islands  and  the  sea-coasts. 

I.  The  Ocean  and  Sea-Voyages. — The  climate  of  the  ocean  is  charac- 
terised by  warmth,  equability,  and  considerable  atmospheric  moisture. 
Its  physiological  eff'ects  are  sedative  to  the  nervous  system,  while  at  the 
same  time  appetite  and  digestion  are  much  improved.  The  aseptic 
character  of  the  air,  moreover,  acts  beneficially  both  upon  the  air-passages 
and  the  system  at  large.  The  advantages  which  it  offers  are  absolute 
repose  and  facilities  for  an  open-air  life.  Its  drawbacks  are  the  confined 
sleeping  space,  the  discomforts  of  cabin  life  in  bad  weather,  and  in  some 
cases  the  monotonous  character  of  the  food. 

The  voyages  most  suitable  to  the  invalid  are  practically  four: — (1)  The 
steamship  voyage  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  ;  (2)  the  sailing  voyage  to 
Australia;  (3)  the  steamship  voyage  to  Australia;  (4)  the  steamship 
voyage  to  New  Zealand  round  the  Cape. 

The  voyage  to  the  Cape  occupies  about  twenty  days,  and  is  thus  too 
short  for  much  benefit  in  serious  cases ;  but  it  has  great  value  as  a 
remedy  for  overwork  or  tardy  convalescence.  The  heat  in  the  tropics  is 
rarely  injurious,  and  there  is  no  sudden  transition  to  cold. 

The  voyage  to  Australia  on  a  sailing  ship  gives  the  full  benefit  of  the 
marine  climate.  Two  or  three  clipper  ships,  with  special  accommodation 
for  invalids,  sail  in  September  or  October.  The  outward  voyage  takes 
ninety  to  a  hundred  days.  The  log  of  one  of  these  ships  shows  the 
highest  temperature  to  have  been  85°  P.,  the  lowest  49°  F.,  while  the 
difference  between  one  day  and  another  never  amounted  to  more  than  7°  F. 
(109).  Except  in  a  long  calm  in  the  equatorial  belt  the  heat  is  not 
severely  felt.  To  obtain  the  benefit  of  the  change  the  patient  shovild 
be  moderate  in  his  diet  and  take  sufficient  daily  exercise.  With  such 
precautions  selected  cases  Avill  derive  the  greatest  benefit  from  the  life. 
The  drawbacks  to  the  voyage  are  the  monotony  of  the  life  and  the 
lack  of  fresh  food.  The  return  voyage  might  be  made  in  a  sailing 
ship  round  the  Cape,  or  by  steamer.  A  return  by  Cape  Horn  is  always 
unsuitable.  The  steamship  voyage  off"ers  more  frequent  places  of  call, 
and  more  frequent  supply  of  fresh  meat  and  vegetables.  On  the  other 
hand,  greater  heat  is  experienced  (in  the  Eed  Sea),  and  the  greater  speed 
of  the  vessel  makes  the  changes  of  climate  more  sudden.  The  transition 
from  the  Suez  Canal  to  the  Mediterranean  is  a  considerable  danger  on  the 

^  "  Klimato-Therapie  "  in  Ziemsseu's  Handbuch  der  allgemeiiien  Therapie,  vol.  ii.  part  1, 
1880.  English  translation  by  Dr.  Port :  Smith,  Elder  and  Co.,  1885.  And  in  "  Climate  and 
Health  Resorts  "  in  the  Book  of  Health.     Cassell  and  Co.,  London,  1883. 
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return  journey.  In  modern  ships  the  smoke  from  the  engines  is  no  longer 
a  real  drawback.  The  times  of  departure  and  return  must  be  carefully 
chosen  in  order  to  avoid  the  hot  months  in  the  Red  Sea  and  the  mon- 
soon in  the  Indian  Ocean  ;  it  is  wiser  to  return  by  San  Francisco  than  to 
pass  through  tlie  Red  Sea  in  the  hot  months. 

In  the  steamship  voyage  to  New  Zealand  the  weather  encountered 
is  very  similar  to  that  met  with  in  the  sailing  voyage,  but  is  shorter, 
and  the  food  more  varied. 

We  may  add  that  in  exceptional  cases  of  hardy  invalids  summer 
voyages  with  whalers  to  the  northern  seas  have  been  tried  with  fairly 
good  results. 

In  the  summer  months  yachting  around  the  coasts  of  England,  Sweden, 
Norway,  and  the  north  of  France  offers  a  good  chance  for  enjoying  the 
advantages  of  marine  climates  without  much  risk. 

A  combination  of  yachting  with  residence  on  land  may  occasionally'' 
be  carried  out  with  great  advantage  in  the  Mediterranean  during  the 
colder  months. 

II.  Coast  Climates,  including  small  Islands. — These  climates,  greatly 
though  they  difi"er  amongst  themselves,  have  some  points  in  common  :  (1) 
The  air  is  comparatively  free  from  organic  dust;  (2)  it  contains  a  larger 
amount  of  moisture  owing  to  the  constant  evaporation  from  the  surface 
of  the  sea,  and  the  amount  of  moisture  does  not  vary  much  ;  (3)  there 
is  a  constant  renewal  of  the  atmosphere  by  the  air-currents  ;  (4)  there  is 
greater  equability  of  temperature,  not  only  between  diff'erent  seasons,  but 
also  between  the  different  parts  of  day  and  night,  when  compared  with 
inland  climates. 

A  striking  instance  of  this  equability  of  a  climate  almost  entirely 
marine  is  given  by  A.  Buchan  (in  his  suggestive  article  on  "  Climate  "  in 
the  Encydojxedia  Britannica)  in  the  island  of  Monach,  situated  about 
seven  miles  westward  from  the  Hebrides,  between  57°  and  58°  N.  "in 
the  full  sweep  of  the  westerly  winds  of  the  Atlantic  which  there  prevail. 
The  mean  January  temperature  is  43*4°,  being  1'8°  higher  than  the 
mean  of  January  at  Ventnor,  Isle  of  AVight  (nearly  seven  degrees  farther 
south),  0'8°  higher  than  that  of  Jersey  and  Guernsey."  On  the  other 
hand,  the  mean  temperature  of  July  is  55 '0°  at  Monach  and  62 "4'  at 
Ventnor.  Monach  has  therefore  warmer  winters  and  cooler  summers  than 
an  ordinary  coast  climate  farther  south. 

The  effects  of  the  sea-side,  although  varying  considerably  according 
to  constitutions  and  localities,  may  be  said  to  improve  the  ai)petite,  the 
mental  and  bodily  energy,  the  condition  of  the  skin,  the  sleep,  and 
metabolism  of  tissues.  Such  changes  are  very  useful  in  many  cases  of 
weakness  without  actual  disease,  during  convalescence  from  disease,  in 
climacteric  conditions,  and  in  people  who  are  said  to  be  "run  down"  from 
work  or  social  exertions  and  worry.  These  climates  are  invaluable  in 
the  physical  training  of  children  disposed  to  scrofulous  diseases  and  allied 
conditions.  They  require,  however,  a  certain  degree  of  resistance,  and,  in 
many  persons,  special  attention  to  the  action  of  the  bowels.    They  are 


CLIMATE  IN  THE  TREATMENT  OF  DISEASE 


259 


mostly  unsuitable  for  chronic  affections  of  the  heart  with  great  dilatation, 
for  some  kinds  of  asthma,  and  for  skin  diseases.  Although  the  numerous 
varieties  in  the  climatic  conditions  of  different  marine  regions  render 
subdivision  necessary,  yet  different  localities  in  the  same  region  and  very 
near  to  one  another  may  present  varieties  of  climatic  elements,  such  as 
aspect,  elevation,  degree  of  shelter,  and  so  forth. 

As  the  degree  of  humidity  of  the  air  exercises  great  influence  on  the 
equability  of  climates  and  on  the  functions  of  the  body,  we  will  adopt  it 
with  C.  T.  Williams,  Thomas,  and  others,  as  the  principle  of  the  greater 
subdivisions,  and  use  the  differences  of  temperature  for  the  formation  of 
sub-classes. 

If  Ave  adopt  as  subdivisions  (1)  Humid  marine  climates,  (2)  Marine 
slimates  with  moderate  or  slight  humidity,  we  must  confess  that  no 
thorough  lines  of  demarcation  can  be  drawn,  and  that  some  of  the  locali- 
bies  placed  in  sub.  1  might  claim  a  place  in  sub.  2. 

1.  Humid  Marine  Climates. — There  are  great  differences  in  this  sub- 
division according  to  the  temperature.  We  are,  however,  principally 
concerned  with  the  warmer  climates,  of  which  Madeira  may  be  taken  as  a 
type.  The  opinions  on  the  climato-therapeutic  value  of  Madeira  have 
varied  considerably.  In  former  years  it  was  considered  by  many  authors 
is  the  best  climate  for  consumption,  while  at  present  many  regard  it  as 
the  worst.  We  will  endeavour  to  give  a  short  description,  and  refer  for 
further  information  to  the  works  of  Kenton,  Clark,  Mittermaier,  Lund, 
Grabham,  Goldschmidt,  Langerhans,  and  others.  The  Madeira  Islands 
are  situated  between  32°  and  34°  N.  and  between  16°  and  17"  W.  The 
climate  of  Funchal,  the  principal  town,  is  remarkably  equable  ;  the  mean 
moisture  varies  between  70°  and  74°,  but  is  subject  to  variations  from 
air -currents.  The  number  of  rainy  days  is  mostly  above  fifty.  The 
mean  annual  temperature  is  65°  F. — winter  about  61°,  spring  62°, 
summer  6 9 '5°,  autumn  67°.  Lowest  night  temperature  rarely  below 
43°  ;  highest  day  rarely  above  86°.  Mean  differences  between  night 
and  day  about  9°,  from  one  day  to  another  about  1"1°.  Funchal  is  not 
exempt  from  winds,  but  the  air  is  usually  calm  from  7  to  9  A.M.,  at 
which  hour  sea-breezes  blow  till  3  p.m.  ;  land  winds  set  in  later  at 
night.  The  air  is  free  from  dust  and  rich  in  ozone  ;  the  character  of  the 
climate  is  sedative,  to  some  people  relaxing.  It  has  great  power  to  allay 
coughs  in  chronic  catarrh  with  irritability  of  the  mucous  membrane  ;  but 
many  people  after  some  weeks  feel  depressed,  lose  appetite,  and  have  a 
tendency  to  diarrhoea.  A  disadvantage  of  Funchal  is  the  steepness  of 
the  hillside  on  which  it  lies,  and  the  consequent  difficulty  of  getting  above 
the  houses  on  foot. 

As  to  the  effect  on  tubercular  consumption,  the  result  of  the  experi- 
ment made  by  the  authorities  of  the  Brompton  Hospital  on  twenty 
selected  cases  of  consumption  has  not  been  satisfactory,  and  we  know 
ourselves  of  a  rather  large  proportion  of  unfavourable  cases ;  but,  on  the 
other  hand,  we  have  seen  better  effects  than  at  most  other  places  in  elderly 
persons  with  much  loss  of  lung  and  emphysema,  in  complications  with 
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albuminuria,  and  in  weak  and  irritable  people  with  rapid  pulse  (the 
erethic  type).  The  beauty  of  the  vegetation,  the  scenery,  and  the  easy 
life  of  Madeira  exercise  on  some  persons  so  great  a  charm  that  it  is 
impossible  to  dissuade  them  from  going  thither,  even  if  they  ai-e 
told  that  they  could  do  better  elsewhere.  More  than  once,  especially 
in  former  years,  patients  would  tell  us  they  would  I'ather  die  in  the 
enjoyment  of  the  sub-tropical  beauty  of  Funchal  than  fight  for  life 
in'  the  "ice-bound  Alps,"  or  at  the  "dusty  Riviera,"  or  in  "sunless 
England."  And  such  mental  conditions  have  a  claim  on  our  sympathy. 
This  climate  is  more  generally  Ijeneficial  in  cases  of  chronic  bronchial 
and  laryngeal  catarrh,  and  in  emphysema  with  scanty  expectoration,  than 
in  pulmonary  tuberculosis ;  but  in  cases  with  copious  discharges  from 
the  mucous  membranes,  atonic  dyspepsia,  and  tendency  to  diarrhoea, 
Madeira  and  allied  climates  are  to  be  avoided. 

Similar  remarks  may  be  applied  to  the  Azores,  which  are  little  used 
as  climatic  resorts. 

The  Canaries,  with  Teneriffe  and  the  Grand  Canary,  have  in  common 
v.'ith  Madeira  the  equability  of  the  climate,  but  have  a  slightly  higher 
temperature  and  are  decidedly  drier,  so  that  they  might  claim  a  place  in 
the  subdivision  of  moderate  humidity.  They  are  mentioned  here  princi- 
pally on  account  of  their  situation  near  Madeira.  The  heat  of  the  day 
is  tempered  and  the  coolness  of  the  night  is  diminished  on  Teneriffe  l)y  a 
layer  of  mist  between  3000  and  5000  feet  above  the  sea-level.  On  the  Peak, 
above  this  layer  of  mist.  Dr.  Marcet  found  the  climatic  conditions  very  differ- 
ent, namely,  hot  days,  cold  nights,  and  great  dryness  of  air.  The  Canaries 
have  a  greater  claim  as  health  resorts  than  Madeira,  and  offer  good  accom- 
modation, but  are  much  wanting  in  means  of  amusement  (53,  35,  60). 

Of  Mogador,  on  the  north-west  coast  of  Africa,  we  owe  a  written 
account,  based  on  personal  experience,  to  the  late  Dr.  Leared,  who 
describes  it  as  one  of  the  most  equable  climates.  Mean  annual  tempera- 
ture 67°  F.,  mean  winter  61°,  mean  summer  72°,  mean  hottest 
month  80°,  mean  coolest  59°,  relative  humidity  78°.  Number  of  rainy 
days  44,  of  clear  days  270.  It  is  under  the  influence  of  the  Atlantic; 
is  sheltered  from  the  deseit  winds  by  the  Atlas  chain.  Accommodation 
is  as  yet  limited. 

Cadiz,  on  the  island  of  Leon,  on  the  south-west  coast  of  Spain,  may 
be  placed  in  this  group.  It  partakes  of  the  character  of  the  Atlantic  as 
well  as  of  the  Mediterranean,  has  about  one  hundred  rainy  days  in  the 
year,  and  an  average  relative  humidity  of  76°;  the  mean  winter  and  spring 
temperatures  are  about  59'  F. ;  the  average  daily  range  is  only  10"5°  F. 
We  have  seen  some  satisfactory  results  from  this  resort  in  early  cases  of 
consumption  in  weakly  and  irritable  persons,  but  the  hotels  are  situated 
in  the  midst  of  the  town,  and  are  scarcely  suitable  to  invalids.  Only 
persons,  therefore,  who  have  to  earn  their  livelihood  at  the  place,  ought 
to  be  sent  there.  San  Lucar,  in  the  same  region,  with  a  similar  but  some- 
what drier  climate,  is  recommended  by  Spanish  physicians  at  the  com- 
mencement of  tubercular  phthisis. 
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In  the  southern  hemisphere,  where  the  sea  predominates  more  than  in 
the  northern,  there  are  several  islands  with  moist  and  warm  climates, 
which  under  especial  circumstances  may  be  used  as  health  resorts, 
especially  Tahiti,  in  the  Society  Islands,  the  Tristan  d'Acunha  group,  the 
Feejee  (Fidji,  Fiji,  or  Viti),  the,  Friendly  or  Tonga  Islands;  but  the  accom- 
modation and  hygienic  conditions  are  as  yet  defective. 

The  groups  of  islands  situated  to  the  east  of  Central  America,  and 
comprised  under  the  collective  name  of  the  West  Indies  (from  10°  to  27° 
N.  lat.),  find  a  place  among  the  warm  and  humid  marine  climates.  They 
possess  rather  uniform  high  temperatures,  varying  in  the  different  islands 
between  about  68°  F.  and  83°  F.  Their  action  is  rather  sedative  and 
relaxing.  Diseases  of  the  digestive  organs  are  prevalent ;  and  only  in 
exceptional  cases  can  they  be  recommended  to  invalids  suffering  from 
irritable  catarrhs  of  the  respiratory  mucous  membranes.  Dr.  C.  T. 
Williams  (105)  reports  a  favourable  result  in  a  consumptive  young 
physician  at  Jamaica  ;  R  H.  Bakewell  [Practitioner,  1878)  has  a  rather  high 
opinion  of  Barbados  ;  and  we  have  ourselves  seen  some  fairly  satisfactory 
results  in  emphysema  with  chronic  pulmonary  catarrh,  and  in  two  cases 
of  phthisis — one  at  Jamaica,  the  other  at  Barbados  ;  but  unfavourable 
results  have  prevailed  in  our  experience,  especially  through  failure  of  the 
digestive  system  with  loss  of  appetite  and  chronic  diarrhoea,  so  that  we 
can  scarcely  recommend  these  localities  excepting  in  cases  where  the  choice 
of  climate  is  limited  by  other  circumstances. 

The  climate  of  the  peninsula  of  Florida,  extending  from  24°  to  31°  N., 
resembles  that  of  the  AVest  Indies,  but  is  less  relaxing.  In  July,  August, 
and  September  fevers  are  prevalent,  but  they  are  rare  during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  year.  Florida  enjoys  some  reputation  in  North  America 
as  a  mild  winter  resort  for  delicate  persons  suffering  from  emphysema, 
chronic  bronchial  catarrh,  and  early  phthisis.  The  adjacent  coasts  of 
Georgia  and  South  Carolina  have  somewhat  similar  climates,  but  they  are 
more  under  the  influence  of  the  continent,  and  have  lower  average  tem- 
perature and  humidity. 

Humid  and  cool  marine  climates  are  rarely  used  in  climatic  treatment, 
but  they  are  very  interesting  on  account  of  their  great  equability  of  tem- 
perature. The  best  known  localities  belonging  to  Europe  are  the  Hebrides, 
the  Orkneys,  the  Shetland  Islands,  the  Faroe  Islands  and  Iceland  ;  and 
in  the  southern  hemisphere  the  Auckland  and  Falkland  Islands. 

2.  Marine  Climates  with  Moderate  or  Slight  Humidity. — Amongst 
the  warmer  localities  of  this  sub-section  those  of  the  Mediterranean  coasts 
are  of  the  greatest  interest  to  us.  They  are  all  under  the  powerful 
influence  of  this  remarkable  inland  sea,  which  differs  from  the  Atlantic 
and  Pacific  in  its  freedom  from  polar  currents,  and  in  its  temperature, 
which  down  to  its  greatest  depths  (1500  to  2000  fathoms)  is  54°  to  56°  ; 
while  in  the  Atlantic,  outside  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar,  the  temperature 
at  the  same  depth  is  only  3 5 '6°  to  37°.  The  Strait  of  Gibraltar  is  so 
shallow  that  it  does  not  admit  the  polar  stream  of  the  Atlantic. 

Although  all  the  localities  on  the  shores  of  the  Mediterranean  have 
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some  points  in  common,  yet  the  several  tracts  offer  considerable  differ- 
ences.   The  Riviera  has  the  first  claim  on  our  attention. 

The  Pdviem  stretches  from  Toulon  to  Genoa.  The  region  consists  for 
the  most  part  of  a  plain  from  two  to  four  miles  in  width,  extending  from 
the  sea  to  the  lower  spurs  of  the  mountains  which  everywhere  guard 
the  coast.  From  these  lower  slopes  the  mountains  rise  rather  steejDly  to 
a  height  of  from  2000  to  3000  feet,  affording  everywhere  a  shelter  from 
the  north,  and  generally  from  the  north-east  and  north-west.  The  coast 
consists  of  a  series  of  headlands,  between  which  stretch  gently-curved 
bays,  on  whose  shores  the  main  resorts  are  situated.  The  characteristics 
of  the  climate  are  as  follows  : — 

(«)  JFarmth. — Greater  than  that  of  other  localities  in  the  same  lati- 
tude. This  greater  warmth  is  due  to  three  causes:  (1)  The  complete 
shelter  from  northerly  winds ;  (2)  radiation  from  the  mountains  during 
the  colder  parts  of  the  day  and  year ;  (3)  the  presence  of  the  Mediter- 
ranean Sea,  which  is  some  5°  degrees  warmer  than  the  atmosphere.  The 
mean  temperature  for  the  six  winter  months  varies  from  50'8°  to  51  "5°; 
for  the  months  of  December,  January,  and  February,  it  varies  from  47° 
to  49°  F. 

{h)  Drijmss. — Unlike  most  of  the  marine  climates,  the  Riviera  is  dis- 
tinguished for  its  dryness,  the  mean  relative  humidity  being  about  65°  to 
70°  during  the  winter  months. 

(c)  Ahundtxnt  Sunshine. — During  the  six  months  of  winter  generally 
from  100  to  120  days  are  fine. 

(d)  Small  Bainfall. — With  few  rainy  days,  the  rainfall  varies  from  28 
to  31  inches,  and  a  great  part  of  this  falls  between  the  end  of  September 
and  the  beginning  of  November.  In  such  a  climate  some  hours  of  almost 
every  day  can  be  passed  out  of  doors. 

There  are,  however,  several  very  distinct  drawbacks  to  the  climate  : 
(a)  The  great  frequency  of  high  winds,  i^rincipally  in  the  spring,  mainly 
from  the  north-east  and  north-Avest.  The  great  difference  between 

sun  and  shade  temperature,  thus  increasing  the  danger  of  chill,  (y)  The 
rapid  fall  of  temperature  at  sunset,  which  compels  the  invalid  to  return 
home  before  that  hoim 

The  physiological  effects  of  the  climate  are  exerted  for  the  most  part 
on  the  nervous  system ;  the  climate  is,  with  a  good  deal  of  truth, 
described  as  exciting.  Sleeplessness  is  a  common  complaint  on  first 
reaching  the  coast,  but  in  most  cases  soon  passes  off.  Neuralgia,  on  the 
other  hand,  is  often  aggravated,  and  any  hysterical  or  melancholic 
tendency  is  frequently  made  worse.  Most  pei'sons,  however,  feel 
invigorated  both  in  mind  and  body.  Considerable  care  is  necessary  to 
avoid  catching  a  chill.  Exposure  to  sudden  changes  of  temperature  does 
not  so  frequently  lead  to  a  cold  in  the  head,  or  tracheo-bronchitis,  as  at 
home,  but  more  often  causes  an  attack  of  diarrhoea  or  even  of  colitis. 

The  several  resorts  to  be  considered  are  : — 

(i.)  H/zcrex,  situated  about  three  miles  from  the  sea.  The  mean  winter 
temperature  is  50-6°  F.  (Biden).    Relative  humidity  73°.    It  is  not. 
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however,  very  well  protected  from  the  north,  and  is  much  exposed  to  the 
north-west,  whence  the  mistral  blows  in  the  spring.  In  other  respects, 
being  somewhat  more  distant  from  the  sea,  it  is  not  so  exciting  as  are 
the  other  resorts ;  patients  sleep  better,  and  hysterical  women  suffer  no 
aggravation  of  their  symptoms. 

(ii.)  Coda  Belle,  neai-er  the  sea,  is  much  better  protected  from  winds,  is 
more  wooded,  and  not  quite  so  dry. 

(iii.)  St  Puiphael  and  Valescure,  near  Frejus.  The  former  is  near  the 
sea-shore,  the  latter  some  short  distance  inland.  They  are  not  very  well 
protected  by  mountains,  but  are  surrounded  by  pine  woods.  The  mean 
temperature  is  somewhat  lower  than  that  of  the  other  resorts.  They  are 
better  suited,  perhaps,  to  a  more  vigorous  class  of  case,  and  are  not  so 
exciting  as  the  more  easterly  resorts.  Some  forms  of  asthma,  neuralgia, 
and  irritability  of  the  skin  do  better  there  than  at  the  more  eastern  places 
of  the  Riviera  di  Ponente. 

(iv.)  Cannes  has  a  mean  temperature  of  50'85°  for  six  winter  months, 
and  a  mean  relative  humidity  of  73°  (53) ;  it  is  the  largest  of  the  mere 
health  resort  towns  along  the  coast.  To  the  north  the  protection  is  not  by 
any  means  complete ;  the  higher  ridges  of  the  Alps  are  too  far  removed 
from  the  sea  to  afford  adequate  shelter  from  this  quarter.  It  is  well  pro- 
tected, however,  on  the  east  and  west.  The  mistral  blows  frequently  in 
February  and  March.  The  majority  of  the  patients  find  the  climate  bracing 
to  the  body  and  exhilarating  to  the  mind,  but  it  possesses  to  a  marked 
degree  the  quality  of  an  excitant  to  the  nervous  system.  Invalids  requiring 
much  shelter  can  do  better  elsewhere  than  at  Cannes  ;  on  the  other  hand, 
patients  who  require  a  bracing  and  yet  warm  climate  will  fare  better  at 
Cannes.  Cannes  enjoys  the  advantage  of  offering  several  residential 
localities  with  distinct  varieties  of  climate.  There  is  a  warmer  district 
near  the  sea,  while  more  bracing  and  less  exciting  situations  inland  can 
be  found  on  the  Californie  and  in  the  district  of  Cannet.  Patients  who 
find  the  sea-shore  too  exciting  often  benefit  by  a  removal  to  the  latter. 

(v.)  Grasse,  situated  behind  Cannes  at  an  elevation  of  1000  feet, 
possesses  a  cooler  clima,te,  and  forms  a  useful  intermediate  station  during 
April  and  May  for  patients  who  find  the  heat  in  those  months  already 
too  oppressive  at  Cannes. 

(vi.)  Antibes,  situated  on  the  headland  of  that  name,  now  possesses  an 
excellent  hotel.  It  is  perhaps  not  sufficiently  sheltered  for  serious 
invalids,  but  hardier  ones  find  it  a  pleasant  climate  and  the  centre  of 
beautiful  excursions. 

(vii.)  Nice,  the  largest  town  upon  the  coast,  was  formerly  also  its 
principal  health  resort.  Latterly,  however,  it  has  somewhat  fallen  into 
disfavour  on  account  of  the  piercing  winds  which  visit  it  in  winter  and 
the  irritating  dust  of  the  roads.  The  suburbs,  however,  of  Carabacel, 
Cimiez,  and  Mont  Boron  present  many  attractions ;  they  are  moderately 
sheltered  and  possess  one  advantage,  namely,  distance  from  the  sea. 
Some  persons  when  residing  near  the  sea  always  suffer  from  constipation 
or  other  digestive  disturbance,  or  are  troubled  by  insomnia.  Such 
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symptoms  are  often  entirely  removed  by  a  change  to  a  residence  a  mile 
or  two  inland. 

(viii.)  Villefranche  and  BeauUeu  lie  between  Nice  and  Monaco ;  both 
possess  considerable  advantages  as  to  shelter  and  temperature. 

(ix.)  Monte  Carlo  is  certainly  one  of  the  most  sheltered  situations  on  the 
coast.  The  presence  of  the  gaming  tables,  however,  offers  an  insuperable 
objection  to  its  being  seriously  considered  as  a  health  resort. 

(x.)  Mentone.  ■ — Mean  temperature  for  winter  months  51  "S",  mean 
relative  humidity  7 2 "8°.^  This  place,  owing  to  the  advocacy  of  the  late 
Henry  Bennet,  has  perhaps  obtained  the  greatest  celebrity  as  a  health 
resort.  The  town  proper  is  situated  on  a  tongue  of  land,  which  separates 
the  bay  into  an  eastern  and  a  western  portion.  The  eastern  bay  of 
Mentone  is  admirably  sheltered,  the  mountains  rising  on  all  sides  sharply 
from  the  sea.  It  possesses  the  warmest  temperature  for  the  Avinter 
months  of  any  resort  on  the  Riviera.  For  cases  requiring  absolute 
shelter  and  warmth  it  is  superior  to  any  locality  on  the  coast.  Many 
persons,  however,  find  it  relaxing,  while  the  steep  rise  of  the  mountains 
compels  a  residence  close  to  the  sea,  with  the  ill  effects  which  such  a 
position  exerts  upon  some  temperaments.  On  the  whole,  however,  in 
those  qualities  by  virtue  of  which  the  Riviera  climate  is  most  to  be 
esteemed  it  may  be  considered  rich.  The  western  bay,  on  the  other 
hand,  is  less  sheltered  and  more  bracing,  and,  owing  to  the  larger  simce 
away  from  the  sea,  is  adapted  to  a  larger  number  of  cases,  though  not  so 
peculiarly  suitable  for  a  few.  Cap  Martin,  in  the  vicinity,  must  also  be 
mentioned. 

(xi.)  Bordigliera  is  well  protected  from  the  north-east  and  the  west, 
but  through  the  valleys  in  the  north-west  the  wind  finds  access.  The  chief 
hotels  and  villas,  however,  are  not  situated  by  the  sea-shore,  and  by  the 
intervention  of  a  spur  of  the  mountains  obtain  adequate  protection  from 
that  quarter.  The  temperature  is  for  the  winter  months  somewhat 
lower  than  at  Mentone,  but  the  climate  is  more  bracing.  The  exciting 
effects  of  the  Riviera  climate  are  also  not  so  marked  as  at  places  farther 
westward. 

(xii.)  San  Bemo  has  a  mean  temperature  for  six  months  of  50 '55° 
(36) ;  a  mean  relative  humidity  of  68".  It  lies  eight  miles  from  Bordi- 
ghera,  and  well  sheltered  from  the  north  and  north-Avest,  the  mistral 
occurring  but  once  or  twice  in  the  winter  months.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  east  wind  is  prevalent.  The  exciting  effects  of  the  climate  are  not 
so  marked,  but  to  some  cases  it  will  not  be  found  so  vfeW  adapted  as 
the  east  bay  of  Mentone. 

(xiii.)  Alassio,  twenty-eight  miles  east  of  San  Remo,  is  Avell  sheltered 
from  the  north  and  north-west  and  west ;  it  is,  however,  exposed  to  the 
east  and  north-east.  The  lower  spurs  of  the  mountains  are  admirably 
sheltered  from  this  quarter,  but  unfortunately  all  the  hotels  are  situated 
on  the  sea-shore,  and  are  consequently  exposed. 

(xiv.)  Bcgli,  six  miles  from  Genoa,  the  last  of  the  resorts  on  the 
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Western  Riviera,  is  sheltered  on  the  north,  north-west,  and  west,  but 
exposed  to  the  east.  It  is,  however,  not  sufficiently  organised  for  the 
reception  of  other  than  the  hardier  class  of  invalids.  The  climate  is  more 
humid  and  less  exciting  than  the  westerly  resorts. 

By  the  end  of  October  the  weather  will  be  cool  enough  to  render  any 
of  these  resorts  suitable  for  invalids.  It  is  rarely  prudent  to  prolong 
the  stay  beyond  the  end  of  April,  and  never  to  spend  the  summer  on 
the  coast. 

Eastern  Riviera. — The  continuation  of  the  coast-line  from  Genoa  to 
Pisa,  usually  called  the  Eiviera  cli  Levante,  is  less  dry  than  that  between 
Cannes  and  San  Remo,  and  somewhat  less  protected  from  cold  Avinds, 
the  mountain  chain  being  low  and  broken ;  otherwise  there  is  some 
similarity  between  them.  Nervi,  near  G-enoa,  has  the  principal  claim  as 
a  health  resort.  It  is  fairly  well  protected  from  cold  winds,  and  is  less 
exciting  than  the  majority  of  localities  on  the  Western  Riviera.  The 
mountains  come  so  near  to  the  coast  that  the  excursions  for  the  invalid 
are  limited ;  but  those  requiring  repose  find  it  helpful,  the  more  so  as 
there  is  not  much  temptation  to  social  dissipation.  Other  localities 
picturesquely  situated,  but  not  so  well  protected,  are  Spe.zia,  Chiavari, 
PmjmUo,  and  Santa  Margherita.  A  rising  health  resort,  for  bathing  in 
summer  and  shelter  in  winter,  is  Viareggio,  about  twelve  miles  north  of 
Pisa.  The  shelter  is  principally  due  to  the  large  pine  forests  in  the 
neighbourhood. 

Pisa,  although  six  miles  from  the  sea,  may  likewise  be  mentioned 
here,  since  the  climate  partakes  both  of  marine  and  of  inland  characters. 
It  is  rather  humid,  and  not  well  protected  ;  the  sky  is  often  dull,  but 
it  is  comparatively  free  from  mists.  The  winter  temperature  is  about  2° 
to  2\°  lower  than  at  the  AVestern  Riviera.  It  is  now  less  frequented 
than  in  former  years. 

Genoa  and  Leghorn  are  too  much  exposed  to  be  regarded  as  health 
resorts. 

Southern  Italy  is  rich  in  charms  of  nature  and  historical  associations. 
The  accommodation  at  the  principal  places  is  good,  and  the  hygienic 
arrangements  are  improving ;  the  climate  is  sunny,  but  by  no  means  free 
from  cold  northerly  and  north-westerly  winds,  especially  in  spring. 
Naples  has  considerably  gained  of  late  by  a  good  water-supply.  Castella- 
mare,  Sorrento,  and  Amalfi  have  good  autumn  climates,  and  Amalfi  is  also 
well  sheltered  in  spring.  The  islands  of  Capri  and  Ischia  have  many 
attractions,  but  are  not  sufficiently  sheltered  from  cold  winds,  nor  are 
they,  as  yet,  thoroughly  hygienic. 

The  island  of  Sicily  is  not  much  recommended  by  English  physicians, 
nor  can  careful  medical  supervision  be  had  there  ;  but  the  great  beauty 
of  the  country,  and  the  many  historical  and  archseological  points  of 
interest,  have  their  favourable  influence,  and,  combined  with  light  and 
sun,  have  led  to  recovery  or  great  improvement  in  many  cases  of  over- 
work, of  invalidism  allied  to  the  neui'asthenic  type,  of  rheumatism, 
slighter  degrees  of  glycosuria,  and  tendency  to  premature  senile  decay  in 
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its  various  forms.  The  sirocco  is  occasionally  irritating  and  depressing. 
Kain  rarely  falls  in  summer,  but  abundantly  in  late  autumn  and  winter. 
The  mean  humidity  is  moderate — rather  higher  at  Palermo  and  the  north 
coast  than  on  the  east  coast.  Good  accommodation,  with  fair  sanitary 
arrangements,  is  to  be  found  at  Palermo,  Taoimina,  Acireale,  Catania,  and 
Syracuse.    The  Hotel  des  Temples  at  Girgenti  is  now  open  again. 

On  the  south-west  of  the  Mediterranean,  Tangiers  in  Morocco  is  under 
the  combined  influence  of  the  Atlantic  and  the  Mediterranean,  and,  owing 
to  the  former,  approaches  more  the  humid  than  the  dry  class  of  marine 
climates.  The  winter  temperature  lies  between  57°  and  62° ;  the  prin- 
cipal rains  in  November  and  December.  The  late  Dr.  Leared  and  most 
of  those  who  have  resided  there  describe  the  winter  and  spring  as 
delightful.  The  absence  of  carriage-roads  and  the  want  of  public  security 
are  for  the  present  great  drawbacks  to  its  usefulness. 

Gibraltar  may  be  mentioned  in  this  group,  but  it  can  scarcely  be 
called  a  health  resort. 

Valencia  has  often  been  recommended  on  account  of  its  mild  and 
equable  climate,  but  the  effects  of  the  irrigation  of  adjacent  rice  fields  are 
injurious  to  most  invalids.  Barcelona  is  rather  sheltered  by  a  range  of 
hills  from  northerly  winds,  has  good  accommodation  and  fine  walks. 
Alicante,  like  the  whole  coast  of  Murcia,  is  rather  more  dry.  Malaga  is 
described  by  Dr.  Francis,  who  has  studied  the  climates  of  Spain,  as  the 
mildest  place  in  Europe  ;  it  has  a  dry  soil,  a  south-eastern  aspect,  and 
is  surrounded  by  a  semicircle  of  mountains,  but  it  is  not  sufficiently 
sheltered  from  the  cold  north-west  winds.  The  temperature  in  winter  is 
about  55°  F.,  in  spring  62° ;  the  daily  range  scarcely  5°.  The  number 
of  rainy  days  is  about  40. 

Algiers  consists  of  the  old  Moorish  town  and  the  French  settlement,  of 
which  the  slope  of  Mustapha  Supdrieur  and  the  road  thence  to  El  Biar  are 
the  most  satisfactory  localities  for  residence.  The  mean  temperature 
during  the  invalid  season,  from  the  end  of  October  to  the  end  of  April, 
is  about  57°  to  62°  F.,  and  the  average  number  of  rainy  days  is 
between  45  and  65.  The  soil  is  so  porous  that  the  rain  seldom  keeps 
an  invalid  at  home  the  whole  day.  Rain  usually  falls  heavily  ;  there 
is  rarely  a  drizzle.  The  sirocco  is  rare  during  the  invalid  season,  but  it 
blows  occasionally,  and  exerts  on  some  persons  a  relaxing  effect,  being 
hot,  sultry,  and  dry.  At  few  places  is  the  difference  of  winters  so  great 
as  at  Algiers ;  two  seasons  are  rarely  alike.  As  a  rule,  however, 
November,  April,  and  part  of  May  are  like  a  fine  summer  in  England ; 
December  to  March  like  autumn,  but  with  a  greater  share  of  sunshine. 
The  air  of  Algiers  is  much  less  dry  than  at  the  Western  Riviera  ;  the 
hills  are  covered  with  evergreen  shrubs  and  woods.  The  neighbourhood 
of  Mustapha  is  rich  in  beautiful  walks,  and  good  carriage -imds  extend  in 
every  direction. 

People  who  stay  the  winter  in  Algiers  may  spend  part  of  their  time 
at  Haminam  Meskouttiii  or  Hammam  BTrha,  with  their  well-known  hot 
springs  ;  or  at  Biskra. 
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Biskra,  a  place  of  growing  importance,  is  a  union  of  several  villages 
or  url^an  quarters,  lying  among  plantations  of  date-palms  and  evergreen 
trees,  N.  lat.  34°  51',  on  the  outskirts  of  the  Algerian  Sahara,  at  an 
elevation  of  about  360  feet  above  sea -level.  It  thus  partakes  of  the 
characters  of  desert  climates,  excepting  when  northern  winds  prevail ; 
and  enjoys  during  the  six  colder  months  of  the  year  many  climatic 
advantages.  It  is  much  drier  and  sunnier  than  the  neighbourhood 
of  Algiers  itself ;  but  it  is  subject  to  violent  winds  which  for  days 
together  may  prevent  outdoor  exercise.  Another  disadvantage  is  that 
the  water  contains  too  much  salt  for  drinking  and  some  cooking  pm^- 
poses.  There  is  good  hotel  accommodation,  and  the  place  is  likely  to 
become  a  satisfactory  health  resort  for  fairly  hardy  invalids  requiring 
warm  and  dry  air.  The  railway  journey  occupies  at  present  from  Algiers 
two  days,  from  Constantine  one.  There  are  hot  springs  a  few  miles  from 
Biskra,  at  "Fontaine  chaude,"  Hammcmi  Salahin  ("Bath  of  the  Saints"), 
but  the  arrangements  are  not  yet  suited  even  for  moderately  fastidious 
people. 

The  Slopes  of  the  Lebanon  offer  an  excellent  climate,  only  varying  with 
the  height  above  sea-level — the  higher,  of  course,  the  colder.  The  view 
of  the  hills  and  of  the  sea  below  is  glorious.  In  the  summer  months 
grapes,  figs,  and  other  fruits  abound.  The  hotels  are  said  to  be  good, 
especially  at  Alai,  three  hours'  drive  above  Beyrout  (or  two  hours  by  the 
new  railway).  The  cost  of  board  and  lodging  is  usually  about  seven 
shillings  a  day  per  head.  Dr.  Canney,  of  Luxor,  tells  us  that  Brumana, 
on  a  fir-clad  crest  near  Beyrout,  is  a  pleasant  health  resort,  and  probably 
a  little  better  than  Alai. 

Ajaccio  in  Corsica  has  a  mean  annual  temperature  of  6 2 "5"  F. — autumn 
66"7^,  winter  52°,  spring  60'3°,  summer  76'7°.  The  number  of  clear 
sunny  days  is  great ;  the  humidity  is  greater  than  on  the  Riviera.  It  is 
almost  completely  protected  from  cold  winds.  The  accommodation  is 
good.  The  climate  is  less  exciting  than  that  of  the  Riviera,  and  some 
invalids,  who  suffer  from  sleeplessness  and  neuralgia  at  the  Riviera,  feel 
better  at  Ajaccio.  The  best  time  is  from  the  beginning  of  November  to 
the  middle  of  April.  Summer  stations  can  be  found  on  the  mountains 
for  those  who  are  not  fastidious. 

The  Sanguinaires,  small  rocky  islands  near  Ajaccio,  have  a  still  more 
decided  marine  climate,  but  the  accommodation  is  as  yet  poor. 

The  climates  of  the  shores  and  islands  of  the  Adriatic  Sea  are  very 
different  from  those  on  the  western  side  of  Italy.  The  predominant 
defects  are  the  prevalence  of  the  dry  and  cold  wind  from  the  north,  the 
bora  or  tramontana — a  land  wind ;  and  the  moist  and  warm  sirocco — a 
sea-wind.  The  change  between  these  two  winds  is  accompanied  by 
great  variations  in  the  temperature  and  in  the  relative  humidity  of  the 
air,  which  are  not  well  borne  in  irritable  states  of  the  nervous  system  or 
by  pulmonary  invalids. 

Venice,  the  best  known  of  these  localities,  enjoyed  in  former  years  a 
great  reputation  in  the  treatment  of  consumption,  and  has  the  advantage 
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of  being  free  from  dust  and  having  good  accommodation  and  artistic 
attractions.  Goerz,  near  the  north-west  corner  of  the  Adriatic,  and  Volosca 
and  Abbazia  near  the  north-east  shore,  possess  some  shelter  and  beautiful 
positions,  but  cannot  compete  for  English  invalids  with  the  Riviera  di 
Ponente.  Amongst  the  islands  only  Lesina  and  Lissa  need  be  mentioned  ; 
they  possess  rather  more  equable  climates  than  the  shores,  and  some 
accommodation. 

In  the  Ionian  Islands  the  only  place  which  has  some  pretension  to  be 
a  health  resoi't  is  Corfu.  The  beauty  of  the  position  of  the  town  of  Corfu 
is  great,  and  the  whole  island  is  beautiful ;  but  it  is  too  much  exposed  to 
wind,  and  the  temperature  and  humidity  of  air  vary  considerably. 

The  south-west  coast  of  France  possesses  a  few  localities  which  deserve 
to  be  mentioned. 

Biarritz  is  fully  exposed  to  the  influence  of  the  Atlantic ;  it  is  bright, 
and  exercises  on  most  people  a  bracing  influence  in  spite  of  a  rather  high 
degree  of  humidity  and  frequent  rains.  It  is  not  suitable  to  persons 
requiring  shelter ;  but  many  old  Indians  with  their  complicated  cachexias 
derive  much  benefit  from  this  climate,  which  also  offers  a  useful  change  to 
invalids  wintering  at  Pau  and  Arcachon.  St.  Jean  de  Luz,  a  little  to  the 
south  of  Biarritz,  has  a  similar  climate. 

A  diff'erent  kind  of  climate  is  that  of  Arcachon,  Avhich  is  situated  on 
the  shores  of  a  large  basin  of  salt  water  connected  Avith  the  actual  sea  by 
a  narrow  channel.  The  influence  of  the  sea  is  therefore  considerably 
modified.  The  houses  of  Arcachon  lie  within  a  large  pine  forest,  which 
is  spread  over  the  extensive  dunes  of  the  Atlantic.  It  is  thus  protected 
from  the  violence  of  the  Atlantic  winds,  and  the  inland  winds,  too,  are 
greatly  mitigated  by  the  trees.  The  climate  is  rather  humid,  equable, 
and  unirritating,  and  the  air  in  the  "  ville  d'hiver  "  is  imjjregnated  with 
emanations  from  the  pine-trees. 

The  western  portion  of  Southern  California  presents  several  localities 
suitable  for  invalid  residence.  The  country  consists  of  a  wide,  fertile 
plain  intersected  by  the  lower  spurs  of  the  Sierra  Madre  and  the  coast 
range.  The  climate  is  warm  and  dry,  with  a  large  proportion  of  sunshine 
and  small  rainfall.  The  daily  range  is  considerable,  the  prevalent 
westerly  wind  causing  a  fall  of  temperature  in  the  afternoon.  The 
damp,  chilling  sea-fogs,  rolling  in  from  the  Pacific,  are  a  drawback.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  variety  of  elevation  within  a  comparatively  small 
compass  fits  it  admirably  for  an  all-the-year-rouud  residence.  According 
to  Dr.  Davidson  (16),  a  few  hours'  ride  enables  one  to  escape  from  the 
heat  of  summer  to  a  cool  and  bracing  atmosphere.  Presenting  some 
resemblance  in  climate  to  the  Kiviera,  it  shares  some  of  its  draw- 
backs, treachery  amongst  them.  Very  good  results,  however,  are 
reported  in  cases  of  phthisis,  while  its  fruit-growing  industries  off"er  a 
means  of  livelihood  and  permanent  occupation.  Dr.  Davidson  cautions 
the  invalid  against  staying  near  the  coast ;  the  best  residences  are 
sheltered  spots  in  the  foot-hills  or  at  the  base  of  the  mountains. 

The  chief  resorts  where  good  accommodation  can  be  had  are  : — 
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Los  Angelas,  with  a  mean  annual  temperature  of  61°  and  relative 
humidity  of  69°  ;  its  suburb,  Pasfadena,  at  an  elevation  of  830  feet  may 
also  be  mentioned.  San  Diego  has  a  temperature  of  54°  in  January 
and  69°  in  August ;  Santa  Barbara,  on  the  coast  plain,  a  temperature 
of  50°  to  55°  in  winter  and  65°  to  70°  in  summer. 

The  coast  climates  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  may  be  placed  among 
the  cooler  marine  climates  with  moderate  humidity.  Some  localities 
might  more  justly  find  a  place  amongst  the  humid  climates,  but  for  the 
sake  of  brevity  we  will  consider  them  together.  Between  the  coasts  of 
these  islands  there  are  considerable  differences,  especially  between  the 
resorts  on  the  east  coast  and  those  on  the  west ;  but  certain  features 
more  or  less  common  to  all  give  them  a  special  character.  The 
mean  temperature  is  much  higher  than  is  due  to  latitude.  This  is 
strikingly  illustrated  by  A.  Buchan  : — "  If  no  more  heat  were  re- 
ceived than  is  due  to  the  position  on  the  globe  in  respect  to  latitude, 
the  mean  winter  temperature  of  Shetland  would  be  only  3  ,  and  that  of 
London  17°.  But  chiefly  owing  to  the  heat  given  out  by  the  Gulf 
Stream  during  winter,  and  cai-ried  to  the  places  by  the  winds,  their 
winter  temperatures  are  respectively  39°  and  38° — Shetland  being 
benefited  36°  and  London  21°  from  their  proximity  to  the  warm  waters 
of  the  Atlantic."  Part  of  this  increase  of  temperature  is  due  to  the 
actual  contact  with  the  warmer  sea. 

Mild  winters  and  cool  summers,  comparative  absence  of  extremes,  and 
a  rather  humid  air,  with  many  rainy  days  and  comparatively  many  rainy 
hours,  are  the  effects  of  these  influences.  The  air,  rich  in  water  vapour,  is 
less  transcalent  and  translucent  than  in  drier  regions  ;  hence  direct  sun-heat 
and  sunlight  are  less  than  on  the  Alps  (Waters  and  Frankland)  and  on 
the  Eiviera  (Marcet).  On  the  other  hand,  the  water  vapour  checks 
radiation  at  night  and  equalises  the  temperature  of  night  and  day.  The 
chill  at  sunset  is  less  than  on  the  brighter  and  drier  Riviera.  The 
climatic  characteristics  are  therefore  comparatively  high  annual  tem- 
perature, a  fairly  high  degree  of  humidity,  great  equability  as  regards 
seasons  and  periods  of  the  day,  dulness  of  atmosphere  with  but  a  small 
amount  of  direct  sunlight  and  sun-heat,  and  more  than  average  windiness. 
The  combined  effect  produces  health -giving  and  tonic,  though  not 
uniformly  agreeable  and  exhilarating  climates,  which  require  some  vigour 
of  constitution  to  bear  them.  Speaking  roughly,  we  may  designate  the 
west  coast  as  warm  and  moist,  the  east  as  dry  and  cold ;  the  western 
part  of  the  south  coast,  as  far  as  Sidmouth,  as  moist  and  specially  warm ; 
the  line  from  Bournemouth  to  Hastings,  including  the  Isle  of  Wight,  as 
fairly  dry  and  warm  ;  the  south-eastern  part,  Avith  Folkestone  and  Dover, 
as  approaching  the  characters  of  the  east  coast. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  Avinter  the  temperature  on  the  west  and 
south-Avest  coasts  of  England  is  betAveen  2°  and  6°  higher  than  on  the  east 
coasts ;  it  gradually  rises  from  the  south-east  to  the  south-Avest  coasts. 
ToAvards  summer  this  difference  gradually  disappears,  and  then  sometimes 
the  east  coasts  are  warmer  than  the  west. 
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We  may  roughly  divide  the  sea-side  resorts  into  (a)  summer  and  (h) 
winter  remrts — adding,  however,  that  some  of  the  latter  can  occasionally  be 
beneficially  employed  in  summer,  and  vice  versa. 

(a)  Summer  Resorts. — There  is  no  other  country  which  is  so  well 
provided  Avith  good  summer  sea-side  places.  The  majority  of  them  are 
situated  on  the  east  coast,  and  are  decidedly  bracing.  Going  from  north 
to  south  we  have  Nairn,  St.  Andrews,  Portobello,  North  Berwick,  Eedcar, 
Saltburn,  Whitby,  Scarljorough,  Filey,  Bridlington,  Hunstanton,  Cromer, 
Yarmouth,  Lowestoft,  Aldborough,  Felixstowe,  Walton,  Westgate,  Mar- 
gate, Broadstairs,  Ramsgate,  St.  Lawrence,  Deal,  Walmer  and  St.  Margaret's. 
On  the  south-east  and  south  coasts,  Dovei',  Folkestone,  Sandgate,  Hythe, 
Eastbourne,  Seaford,  Brighton,  AVorthing,  and  Littlehampton,  Bognor, 
Southsea.  On  the  Isle  of  Wight,  Sea  View,  Cowes,  Ryde,  Alum  Bay, 
Freshwater,  Sandown  and  Shanklin  ;  farther  Avest,  Swanage,  Weymouth, 
Lyme  Regis,  Seaton,  Exmouth ;  the  Channel  Islands ;  New  Quay  and 
Bude,  Ilfracombe  and  Lynton  on  the  north  coasts  of  Cornwall  and  Devon ; 
Minehead,  Weston-super-Mare,  Clevedon  and  Portishead  on  the  Bristol 
Channel ;  Tenby,  Aberystwith,  Barmouth,  Beaumaris,  Penmaenmawr, 
Llandudno,  in  Wales ;  Southport  and  Grange-over-Sands  in  Lancashire  ; 
Douglas  and  Ramsey  on  the  Isle  of  Man  have  almost  thoroughly  marine 
climates.  Silloth  in  Cumberland,  and  Ardrossan,  Oban,  and  Rothesay  on 
Bute  in  Scotland  have  cool  and  rather  humid  summers ;  the  last  has  mild 
autumns  and  Avinters. 

The  coasts  of  Ireland  possess  a  mild,  equable,  and  rather  humid 
climate ;  Bray,  Howth,  Kingstown,  Dundrum,  Holywood,  QueenstoAvn, 
and  Glengariff  are  good  representatives  ;  Bundoran  and  Kilkee  are  under 
the  full  influence  of  the  Atlantic ;  Portrush  and  Port  Stewart  in  the 
north  are  somewhat  more  bracing ;  Rostrevor  and  AVarrenpoint  are  not 
quite  exposed  to  the  sea,  and  offer  the  advantages  of  beautiful  inland 
country,  protection  from  Avind,  and  modified  influence  of  the  sea  air. 

{h)  JVinter  Itesorts. — If  Ave  proceed  from  east  to  west  we  begin  Avith 
Hastings  and  St.  Leonards,  Avhich  are  less  Avarm  and  someAvhat  more 
bracing  than  the  localities  farther  Avest  and  south-Avest,  and  Avould  be 
similar  to  the  other  places  on  the  south-east  coast  Avere  it  not  for  the 
greater  shelter  which  the  Downs  afford  from  north-Avest,  north,  and  north- 
east Avinds.  Those  requiring  a  Avarm,  humid  and  equable  atmosphere  are 
better  farther  Avest  and  south-west,  but  cases  of  atonic  catarrh  of  the 
mucous  membranes  are  mostly  benefited  in  the  autunm  and  Avinter,  up  to 
the  end  of  February  Avhen  the  east  Avinds  begin. 

The  Underclift',  on  the  Isle  of  Wight,  and  the  fair  results  obtained  at 
the  National  Hospital  for  Consumption  at  Ventnor,  are  Avell  known. 
This  is  also  the  case  Avith  Bournemouth  and  Boscombe,  Avhich  offer 
abundant  accommodation  at  the  hotels  and  in  numerous  villas  scattered 
about  on  the  cliffs  and  in  the  pine  Avoods ;  these  unfortunately  are 
suffering  from  the  rapid  increase  of  the  buildings. 

Salcombe,  Sidmouth,  Budleigh-Salterton,  Exmouth,  DaAvlish  and 
Teignmouth  have  all  fairly  Avarm  and  equable  Avinters,  and  in  their 
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climatic  characters  resemble  Torquay,  which,  however,  by  its  situation 
in  a  large  bay  surrounded  by  three  hills,  offers  opportunities  for  extensive 
exercise  on  level  as  well  as  on  rising  ground,  with  ever-varying  beautiful 
views.  In  spring  the  east  wind  sweeps  round  the  protecting  rocks  and 
promontories,  but  is  felt  less  severely  than  on  the  eastern  jmrt  of  the 
coast.  Farther  west  Falmouth  in  Cornwall  claims  our  attention  by 
similar  qualities,  and  Penzance,  which  has  less  shelter  from  wind,  but 
fair  equability  of  temperature.  On  the  coast  of  M^ales,  Pwllheli  on 
Cardigan  Bay  deserves  our  appreciation  by  its  sheltered  situation  from 
the  north  and  east  winds  ;  and  Llandudno,  although  principally  a  summer 
resort,  offers  also  some  advantages  in  winter.  Grange  on  Morecambe 
Bay  has  good  shelter.  More  northward  the  coast  and  the  islands  on  the 
west  of  Scotland  have  a  remarkably  mild  and  equable,  but  at  the  same 
time  humid  winter  climate ;  Rothesay,  on  the  island  of  Bute,  offers  the 
best  accommodation.  Glengariff  and  Queenstown  in  Ireland,  among  the 
humid  climates,  have  good  claims  to  be  regarded  as  winter  resorts. 

The  climate  of  the  north  and  still  more  of  the  north-west  coast  of  France 
has,  owing  to  the  Gulf  Stream,  some  analogy  to  that  of  the  south  and 
south-west  coast  of  England,  especially  in  summer.  There  is  very  little 
shelter  in  winter,  but  the  climate  in  summer  is  rather  more  dry  and 
stimulating  than  on  the  opposite  coast  of  England.  Dinard,  Cabourg, 
Houlgate,  Villers-sur-Mer,  Trouville,  Deauville,  Etretat,  F6camp,  Dieppe, 
St.  Val6ry-en-Caux,  Treport,  and  Boulogne  offer  satisfactory  accommodation 
and  good  sands  for  bathing.  The  same  may  be  said  of  Ostend,  Blanken- 
berghe,  and  Heyst  in  Belgium,  and  Scheveningen  on  the  Dutch  coast. 

More  bracing  still  are  the  sea-side  and  island  resorts  on  the  north 
coast  of  Germany,  exposed  to  the  German  Ocean ;  Borkum,  Norderney, 
Baltrum,  Langeroog,  Spikeroog,  Wangeroog,  Wyk  on  Fohr,  and  Wester- 
land  on  Sylt,  but  the  accommodation  at  them  is  often  primitive.  The 
island  of  Heligoland  has  a  much  more  decided  marine  climate. 

The  shores  of  the  Baltic  are  less  stimulating,  but  have  beautiful 
forests. 

B.  Inland  Climates. — We  must  be  satisfied  with  the  subdivision  of 
the  great  variety  of  these  climates  into  (I.)  Elevated  or  mountain  climates, 
and  (II.)  Lowland  or  plain  climates. 

I.  Elevated  op  Mountain  Climates.  —  Great  as  is  the  difference 
between  the  various  resorts  belonging  to  this  subdivision,  elevation  above 
the  surrounding  regions  produces  modifications  in  the  climatic  character 
which  are  common  to  them  all.  It  is  impossible  by  the  mere  elevation 
above  the  sea  to  define  the  limits  which  entitle  a  j^lace  to  be  called  a 
mountain  health  resort.  Latitude  and  the  features  of  the  surrounding 
country  exercise  great  influence  in  this  respect,  which  manifests  itself 
quite  as  much  in  the  nature  of  the  vegetation  as  in  the  meteorological 
character  ;  and  from  both  combined  we  may  draw  some  inferences  as  to 
the  probable  physiological  and  therapeutic  effects  on  the  human  constitu- 
tion. In  the  low  parts  of  Northern  Europe,  for  instance,  we  find  at  an 
elevation  of  about  1200  to  1600  feet  the  vegetation  peculiar  to  much 
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higher  elevations  in  Southern  Europe,  unless  the  nearness  of  the  sea  or 
surrounding  higher  mountains  exercise  modifying  influences.  In  latitudes 
nearer  the  equator  a  much  higher  elevation  is  required  to  produce 
analogous  eff"ects.  Thus  J.  M.  Toner  says  :  "  On  Chimborazo  the  palms, 
bananas,  and  oranges  grow  at  5000  feet ;  at  10,000  feet,  Indian  corn  and 
wheat;  and  at  15,000,  barley  and  the  more  hardy  grasses."  In  a  rough 
way  we  may  assume  that  in  Northern  Europe  (above  50°  lat.)  an  eleva- 
tion of  1000  to  1500  feet  produces  a  mountain  climate,  unless  nearness 
of  the  sea  or  of  higher  mountains  interferes  ;  while  in  the  centre  of 
Europe  (between  48°  and  50°  lat.),  1400  to  2500  feet  are  required; 
between  47°  and  48°,  2400  to  3500  feet;  and  in  the  tropics  6000  to 
9000  feet.  The  upper  limits  of  elevation  for  health  resorts  likewise 
vary  according  to  latitude  and  local  circumstances. 

We  will  begin  our  description  with  the  Siviss  Alps. 

The  general  characteristics  of  the  climate  of  the  Swiss  Alps  in  A\anter 
are  : — 

1.  Low  barometric  pressure  due  to  the  altitude.  2.  Great  diather- 
mancy of  the  atmosphere.  3.  Low  temperature.  4.  Absence  of  fog  and 
comparative  rarity  of  cloud.  5.  Low  absolute  and  relative  humidity. 
6.  Rareness  of  wind. 

The  patient  is  thus  placed  in  an  atmosphere  of  dry,  still,  cold,  and 
rarefied  air,  and  exposed  to  very  powerful  sunlight  and  sun-heat. 

What,  then,  are  the  effects  of  this  climate  upon  the  body?  On 
arriving  at  one  of  the  Alpine  resorts  the  patient  first  experiences  a 
certain  amount  of  difficulty  in  breathing  ;  any  exertion  causes  him  to 
pant ;  frequently  he  cannot  sleep ;  sometimes  there  is  headache ;  the 
bowels  are  often  constipated,  and  there  is  a  general  feeling  of  listlessness; 
thirst  and  dryness  of  the  throat  are  prominent  symjitoms.  On  examina- 
tion the  respirations  are  found  to  be  quicker  and  the  pulse  accelerated. 
Marcet  (54)  has  shown  that  the  amount  of  carbonic  acid  and  water 
exhaled  by  the  lungs  is  increased.  Acclimatisation  may  take  from  three 
or  four  days  to  as  many  weeks  ;  when  this  is  established  the  pulse  will 
have  fallen  to  its  normal  condition,  the  respiration  will  be  fuller  and 
deeper  than  oia  the  plain  (94),  the  bowels  regular,  sleeplessness  gone, 
and  appetite  improved. 

These  efiects  are  merely  those  of  altitude,  as  they  may  be  observed 
in  the  summer  to  the  same  degree,  and  quite  as  frequently  as  in  the 
winter.  In  the  winter  we  have  further  to  consider  the  bracing  effect  of 
the  dry,  cold  air.  The  influence  which  the  cold  air  produces  is  probably 
seen  chiefly  in  increasing  appetite  and  digestion ;  at  the  same  time  an 
increased  amount  of  water  is  exhaled  by  the  lungs,  and  the  exhalation 
of  carbonic  acid  is  promoted  by  the  cold  air  of  the  Alps  (Marcet). 
Taken  altogether,  it  aj^pears  that  altitude  and  cold  combined  produce  a 
more  rapid  interchange  in  the  tissues,  and  that  in  consequence  of  this 
greater  activity  the  tissues  acquire  an  increased  resistance  to  the  action 
of  micro-organisms.  The  paramount  constitutional  benefit  of  climate  in 
phthisis  must  lie  in  the  increase  of  this  resistance  of  the  tissues,  and  such  is 
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the  unanimous  opinion  of  all  who  have  had  much  experience  of  the 
climates  of  high  altitudes,  and  for  these  reasons  : — 

(a)  Signs  of  constitutional  improvement ;  gain  in  weight  and  increase 
of  appetite  frequently  precede  any  local  improvement  discernible  by 
auscultation. 

(J)  Many  patients  who  have  improved  in  the  high  altitudes,  on  going 
down  to  a  lower  level  where  the  atmosphere  may  be  equally  pure  and 
dry,  begin  to  lose  weight ;  while  the  disease  shows  signs  of  fresh  activity. 

This  increased  resistance  seems  to  be  brought  about  by  the  following 
factors  : — 

1.  The  large  amount  of  time  which  is  passed  in  the  open  air  in 
a  still  atmosphere.  2.  The  tonic  action  of  the  dry  cold  air.  3.  The 
purity  of  the  atmosphere.  4.  The  lai'ge  amount  of  sunlight.  5.  Per- 
haps a  general  tonic  influence  exerted  by  rarefied  air  upon  the  meta- 
bolism of  the  body. 

In  past  years  much  more  importance  was  attached  to  the  extreme 
rarity  of  phthisis  among  the  natives  of  the  high  Alpine  valleys.  This 
rarity  is  rather  to  be  explained  by  the  outdoor  life  of  the  people  and 
the  smallness  of  the  communities ;  the  absence  or  rarity  of  microbes  is, 
however,  well  established. 

The  alleged  fact  that  phthisis  is  unknown  amongst  the  inhabitants  of 
the  steppes  indicates  that  altitude  may  not  be  the  only  factor  in  con- 
ferring immunity  ;  an  outdoor  life  is  at  least  as  habitual  to  these  people 
also. 

Increased  resistance  is  brought  about  not  only  by  increased  appetite, 
but  also  by  improved  digestion  and  assimilation.  The  patient  finds,  to 
his  surprise,  that  he  can  eat  a  heavy  meal  without  any  subsequent 
lassitude  and  torpor.  Viault  and  Egger  have  shown  that  there  is  a 
somewhat  rapid  increase  in  red  corpuscles  in  patients  taken  to  a  high 
altitude.  Further,  Bert's  experiments  in  Peru  (9)  prove  that  the  blood 
at  high  altitudes  takes  in  a  much  greater  percentage  of  its  volume  of 
oxygen. 

Besides  the  constitutional  effects  of  the  dry,  cold,  thin  air,  there  are 
certain  purely  physical  effects  produced  upon  the  lungs  themselves. 
Owing  to  the  rarefied  atmosphere  each  breath  taken  must,  to  supply  the 
due  measure  of  oxygen,  be  deeper  than  on  the  plain.  The  effect  of  this 
is  to  enlarge  the  circumference  of  the  chest;  Williams  (108)  gives  this 
enlargement  at  from  one  to  three  inches ;  other  observers  are  inclined 
to  put  it  at  somewhat  less,  though  all  are  agreed  that  it  does  occur  \yide 
art.  on  "  Artificial  Aero  therapeutics  "].  A  further  result  of  this  deeper 
manner  of  breathing  is  thoroughly  to  open  up  all  the  air  vesicles,  and 
thus  to  prevent  any  accumulation  of  secretions  in  them.  After  a  more 
prolonged  residence  at  liigh  altitudes  a  state  is  reached  which  has  been 
termed  "  hypertrophy  of  the  lung."  The  chest  is  enlarged  to  some 
extent  and  is  hyper-resonant ;  the  breath-sounds,  instead  of  being  weak, 
are  puerile  or  exaggerated,  but  expiration  is  not  prolonged.  Whether 
this  be  merely  a  form  of  emphysema,  or  an  actual  increase  in  the 
VOL.  I  T 
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respiratory  area  of  the  lungs,  we  cannot  say ;  but  after  considerable 
experience,  both  of  the  natives  of  the  high  Alpine  valleys  and  of  con- 
sumptive patients,  we  can  assert  that  this  condition  is  very  rarely 
associated  with  the  ordinary  symptoms  of  emphysema. 
The  jjrincipal  resorts  are  : — 

Davos  (5200  feet).  Is  less  windy  than  the  other  resorts,  but  receives 
less  sun  during  the  day.  It  is  adapted  to  a  greater  variety  of  cases,  and 
the  accommodation  and  nursing  arrangements  are  excellent.  It  is  con- 
nected with  Ziirich  by  rail. 

^SV.  Mwitz  (6000  feet).  Is  more  windy  than  Davos,  but  has  a  slight 
advantage  in  the  matter  of  sun.  It  is  admirably  suited  to  more  vigorous 
cases,  but  severe  cases  are  better  at  Davos.    The  accommodation  is  good. 

Leysin  (4712  feet).  Above  Aigle.  Is  well  protected  and  receives  a 
large  share  of  sunlight.  An  admirably-conducted  sanatorium  has  been 
established  there,  and  thorough  supervision  of  the  patients  is  carried 
out. 

Wiesen  (4771  feet).  Chiefly  used  as  a  halting  -  place  to  and  from 
Davos. 

Arosa  (6100  feet).  Admirably  sheltered,  and  at  the  Kulm  receives  a 
fair  share  of  sunlight. 

Les  Avants,  above  Montreux  (.3500  feet),  may  be  of  use  where  the 
higher  elevations  are  ill  borne.  An  equally  sheltered  and  sunny  estab- 
lishment at  an  elevation  of  over  5000  is  being  built. 

The  elevated  resorts  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  have,  of  late  years,  come 
into  repute,  and,  thanks  to  the  admirable  accounts  given  by  Dr.  C.  T. 
Williams  (107),  and  the  earlier  ones  by  Denison,  their  main  features  are 
becoming  well  known.  These  resorts  are  situated  in  the  State  of 
Colorado,  on  the  eastern  slopes  of  the  chain  as  it  traverses  that  territory, 
at  altitudes  of  from  5000  to  7000  feet.  Meteorological  observations 
tend  to  show  that  the  climate  is  somewhat  drier  than  that  of  the  Swiss 
Alps,  and  has  a  very  distinct  advantage  in  the  matter  of  sunshine  ;  at 
Colorado  Springs  diu-ing  the  winter  the  sun  shines  during  the  greater 
part  of  the  day  for  165  days  out  of  182  (77),  and  the  mean  temperature 
is  higher  than  in  the  Sm'Iss  Alps,  the  snow  only  lying  for  a  few  days  at 
most  during  the  winter.  On  the  other  hand,  there  is  very  much  more 
wind  and  much  more  dust  than  in  Alpine  resorts.  Electrical  manifesta- 
tions are  a  prominent  feature  of  the  climate,  but  as  to  whether  these 
influence  the  body  for  good  or  ill,  we  know,  scientifically  speaking, 
nothing.    Their  advantages  are  : — 

1.  Altitude,  the  effects  of  which  we  have  already  discussed.  2.  Dry- 
ness.    .3.  Abundant  sunshine. 

The  climate,  although  not  possessing  some  of  the  advantages  of  the 
Swiss  Alps,  is  better  adapted  on  the  whole  for  an  all-the-year-round 
residence ;  there  is  no  snow-melting  time,  and  the  summer,  although 
hotter,  is  more  constant  than  in  the  Alps.  Colorado,  moreover,  off"ers 
better  facilities  for  employment,  sport,  and  exercise  than  any  other 
resort.     Subjects  of  constitutional  erethism  will  probably  fare  even 
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worse  in  Colorado  than  in  the  Swiss  Alps.    The  accommodation  is  good, 
though,  owing  to  the  American  fashion  of  meals,  the  food  may  not  be  so 
acceptable  to  the  invalids  as  that  of  the  Swiss  hotels.    It  must  be  remem- 
bered also  that  the  living  expenses  are  heavier  than  in  Europe. 
The  principal  resorts  are  : — 

Denver  (5000  feet).  A  town  of  150,000  inhabitants  covering  about 
five  square  miles.  The  mean  annual  temperature  is  50°,  the  month  of 
January  showing  a  mean  of  27"2°,  and  August  72"8°.  Rainfall,  14'17 
inches  (107).  The  accommodation  is  good,  and  the  place  presents  all  the 
advantages  of  a  large  town,  though  this  can  hardly  be  regarded  as  an 
unmixed  benefit. 

Colorado  Springs  (6022  feet).  Seventy-five  miles  south  of  Denver;  a 
town  of  15,000  inhabitants.  The  mean  temperature  is  46"4°.  Colorado 
Springs  possesses  an  advantage  over  Denver  in  being  almost  exclusively 
a  health  resort,  while  the  latter  is  a  large  commercial  town. 

Glenwoocl  (5000  feet),  on  the  Pacific  slope,  may  also  be  mentioned  ;  it 
possesses  a  most  admirably-conducted  hotel.  The  climate  is,  however, 
damper  than  that  of  the  other  slope. 

New  Mexico  seems  to  possess  a  valuable  winter  climate,  but  is  practi- 
cally unavailable,  owing  to  the  absence  of  suitable  accommodation,  which, 
even  at  El  Paso,  is  far  from  good. 

The  Andes. — Another  class  of  mountain  climates,  which  may  with 
advantage  be  touched  on  here,  contains  those  of  the  Andes,  since  it  was 
by  experience  gained  in  them  that  Archibald  Smith  was  first  enabled  to 
draw  attention  to  the  benefit  in  the  treatment  of  phthisis  likely  to  be 
obtained  by  residence  in  elevated  regions. 

The  main  resorts  are  situated  on  the  Pacific  slope  of  the  Andes — in 
Peru,  and  New  Granada,  at  elevations  varying  from  8000  to  12,000  feet. 
The  chief  characteristics  of  these  climates  are  : — 

1.  Moderate  warmth  even  in  the  highest  resorts,  owing  to  their 
proximity  to  the  equator.  2.  Remarkable  equability  of  temperature. 
At  Jauja,  according  to  Archibald  Smith,  during  a  whole  year  the  tem- 
perature never  rose  above  60°,  or  fell  below  50°.  3.  Considerable 
atmospheric  dryness.    4.  Abundant  sunshine. 

We  have  thus  a  temperate  and  extremely  equable  climate,  with  the 
additional  advantage  of  rarefaction  of  the  atmosphere.  The  admirable 
results  obtained  there  among  the  consumptive  natives  of  the  plain  prove 
the  curative  properties  of  the  climate.  Unfortunately,  however,  at  none 
of  the  resorts  is  the  accommodation  good  enough  for  invalids.  For 
English  patients,  also,  the  length  of  the  journey  is  prohibitive,  except  in 
the  case  of  vigorous  men  with  limited  disease.  For  such  as  these,  and 
for  arrested  cases,  who  wish  to  have  a  settled  home  in  a  good  climate, 
and  who  are  willing  to  build  their  own  houses,  these  resorts  offer 
decided  advantages.  Dr.  Smith  points  out  that  patients,  as  a  rule,  do 
better  at  an  elevation  of  8000  to  10,000  feet  than  at  the  higher 
levels. 

The  principal  resorts  are  : — 
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Huancayo  (10,000  feet),  in  Peru;  the  temperature  of  the  whole  year 
ranges  between  51°  and  63°  (Williams). 

Jaxija  (10,000  feet),  also  in  Peru,  with  a  temperature  ranging  betM^een 
50°  and  60°  for  the  whole  year  round. 

Quito,  in  Ecuador ;  a  town  of  80,000  inhabitants,  situated  at  an 
altitude  of  9500  feet,  and  with  an  all-the-year-round  temperature  of 
about  60°. 

Santa  F6  de  Bogota,  in  New  Granada,  at  an  elevation  of  8648 
feet.  The  temperature  is  59°,  and  is  fairly  constant  all  the  season 
through. 

In  India  there  are  several  hill-stations,  situated  in  the  Himalayas  and 
Nilgiris ;  but,  except  for  those  who  cannot  leave  India,  they  possess  no 
particular  advantages.  The  atmosphere  is  said  to  be  very  damp  in  the 
summer,  owing  to  the  heavy  rainfall.  The  chief  resorts  ai  e  Simla  (8000 
feet)  and  Dai'jeeling  (8000)  in  the  Himalayas,  with  Ootacamund  (7361) 
and  Wellington  (5840)  in  the  Nilgiris.  In  considering  the  hill-stations  of 
India  we  must  bear  in  mind  the  nearness  to  the  equator,  by  which  the 
influences  of  altitude  are  considerably  modified  ;  and  further,  that  the 
peninsula  is  surrounded,  excepting  at  its  broad  base,  by  large  masses  of 
warm  water.  The  jjei'iodical  moisture-laden  winds  coming  from  these 
seas  must,  on  reaching  the  colder  mountain  ranges,  necessarily  deposit  a 
large  portion  of  their  humidity,  rendering  the  soil  damp,  and  the  air 
emanating  from  it  moist  and  impure. 

Very  different  are  the  mountain  climates  on  the  north  and  north-west 
of  the  Himalayas,  for  the  atmosphere  on  reaching  them  has  lost  a  great 
part  of  its  moisture  on  the  southern  slopes.  Hence  Tibet  to  the  north, 
at  9000  to  11,000  feet,  and  Cashmere  on  the  north-western  chain,  at  5000 
to  6000  feet,  possess  healthy  climates,  and  off"er  sites  for  most  useful 
health  resorts. 

A  class  of  resorts  of  moderate  altitude  (about  1700  feet),  presenting 
peculiarities  worthy  of  notice,  are  Gdrbersdmf  in  Silesia,  Falkenatein  in  the 
Taunus,  Ileiholdsgrun  (2250  feet)  in  the  Erzgebirge,  and  Hohenhonnef  in 
Rhenish  Prussia.  These  resorts  base  their  efficacy  not  so  much  upon 
their  climate  as  upon  the  manner  in  which,  by  careful  management  and 
artificial  shelters,  an  open-air  life  is  rendered  possible  to  the  consumptive, 
even  in  a  somewhat  inferior  climate.  Further,  the  patients  reside  in 
sanatoria,  in  which  every,  even  the  smallest,  detail  of  their  daily  life  is 
under  the  immediate  control  of  the  physician,  while  obedience  to  his 
orders  is  a  condition  of  residence.  This  sj^stem  of  treatment  was  in- 
augurated by  Dr.  Brehmer  at  Gcirbersdorf  some  forty  years  ago  ;  his  main 
contention  being  that  the  essential  point  in  the  cure  of  phthisis  was 
supervision  of  the  minutest  particulars  of  the  patient's  life,  aided  by 
drugs  and  hydrotherapy  when  necessary.  The  soundness  of  his  vieAvs 
has  been  abundantly  proved  by  the  high  percentage  of  cures  amongst 
his  cases,  while  to  his  teaching  is  due  the  systematisation  of  the  mode 
of  life  at  Davos  and  other  health  resorts.  We  cannot  help  remarking 
here  that  Brehmer's  results,  obtained  in  an  inferior  climate,  are  better 
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than  most  of  those  obtained  in  far  more  suitable  localities,  where  the  old 
haphazard  traditions  of  treatment  still  reign.  The  difficulties  of  establish- 
ing such  a  system  amongst  I^nglish  patients  are  great  ;  but  some  modified 
form  of  Brehmer's  system  could  easily  be  brought  into  vogue  by  a 
determined  effort  on  the  part  of  the  medical  profession.  We  have  yet 
much  to  learn  from  the  German  physicians  as  to  the  best  possible  method 
of  utilising  each  climate.  Brehmer's  system  is  carried  out  at  the 
establishment  which  he  founded  at  Gtirbersdorf,  situated  in  a  pine-clad 
valley  in  Silesia,  at  an  elevation  of  1700  feet.  Dr.  Dettweiler,  one  of 
Brehmer's  assistants,  and  Dr.  Hess  now  direct  the  establishment  of 
Falkenstein,  situated  in  a  sheltered  valley  of  the  Taunus,  at  an  elevation 
of  1500  feet;  to  this  is  now  attached  a  sanatorium  of  100  beds  for 
patients  of  small  means.  Dr.  Meissen,  another  former  assistant  of  Dr. 
Dettweiler,  directs  yet  another  sanatorium  at  Hohenhonnef,  about  1600 
feet  high.  Dr.  Trudeau,  again,  carries  out  a  system  similar  to  Brehmer's 
at  his  sanatorium  in  the  Adirondacks,  in  the  United  States  of  America  ; 
here  the  patients  lie  during  the  greater  part  of  the  day  in  open 
verandahs,  even  in  a  temperature  of  10°  below  zero. 

The  large  number  of  excellent  hotels  in  the  mountainous  part  of 
Switzerland,  Italy,  and  France,  at  elevations  of  about  5000  to  6000  feet, 
may  be  ascertained  from  the  current  guide-books. 

The  Eastern  Alps,  with  the  Dolomites  and  the  Tyrol,  contain  many 
beautiful  localities  which  are  gradually  being  provided  with  hotels 
suitable  for  delicate  persons.  In  the  Dolomites  we  may  specially  mention 
Campiglio  (Madonna  di  San  Campiglio),  San  Martino  di  Castrozza,  Schluder- 
bach,  Landro  or  Hohlenthal,  and  Cortina  d'Ampezzo.  In  the  Tyrol,  St. 
Gertrud,  in  the  Sulden  Valley,  is  above  6000  feet,  all  the  others  are  below 
5000,  and  the  majority  below  4000,  descending  to  about  2000  :  the 
Mendelhof,  near  Botzen  ;  the  hotels  on  the  Semmering  Pass  ;  Gossenap,  near 
the  Brenner  Pass ;  Innigen,  Niedenlorf,  Toblach,  and  Neu  Toblach,  in  the 
Puster  Valley  ;  Krevth  and  the  Achensee  ;  Oherstdorf ;  Berchtesgaden,  with 
Steinhaus  and  Vordereck ;  Zell  am  See ;  Partenkirchen  and  Kainzenhad ; 
Aussee  and  AUaussee ;  Innsbruck,  with  Igls. 

There  are,  besides,  many  even  less  elevated  localities,  which,  owing  to 
the  beauty  of  the  situation  and  the  comfort  of  the  hotels,  may  be  selected 
for  shorter  or  longer  stays,  such  as  Reichenhall,  Salzburg,  held,  Gmunden. 

Italian  Mountain  Stations. — The  mountain  ranges  of  Italy,  excepting 
the  southern  valleys  of  the  Alps,  included  in  the  Alpine  resorts  {Macugnaga, 
Gresoney,  Alagna),  do  not  yet  offer  many  localities  which  have  adequate 
accommodation.  Ceresola  Peale  in  Piedmont,  5100  feet  high,  and  Abetone 
and  Serrabassa  in  the  Apennines,  at  an  elevation  of  about  5000  feet, 
deserve  to  be  mentioned ;  and  at  lesser  elevations,  St.  Martin  Lantosque 
and  the  Cerfosa  di  Vol  Pesio,  in  the  Maritime  Alps.  Perugia  and  Siena 
are  scarcely  elevated  enough  to  be  regarded  as  hill  stations,  but  they  are 
delightful  in  spring  and  autumn. 
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In  the  Pjjreiiees  we  have  the  different  spas,  which  can  also  be  used  as 
climatic  health  resorts — Bareges,  Cauiereis,  Bagnh-es-de-lAichon,  Bagneres-de- 
Bigorre,  Eaux  Bonnes,  etc.,  lait  they  are  less  bracing  than  many  of  the 
Alpine  localities. 

In  the  mountains  of  the  Auvergne  Mont  Dore  has  a  claim  to  be  re- 
garded as  a  mountain  health  resort,  but  widely  useful  accommodation  in 
this  district  might  be  provided  on  the  Puy-de-Dome,  near  Koyat. 

The  health  resorts  of  the  Black  Forest  are  of  lesser  elevation  than  those 
of  Switzerland,  but  exercise,  nevertheless,  a  moderately  bracing  though 
less  stimulating  influence.  In  addition  to  elevation,  most  of  these 
localities  have  in  their  neighbourhood  large  pine  forests,  which  exercise  a 
purifying  and  equalising  action.  Hdchenschwand  and  Schiinwald  are  the 
only  places  worth  mentioning  above  3000  feet ;  the  other  available 
localities  are  between  3000  and  1400 — Schluchsee,  Titissee,  St.  Blasien, 
Triberg,  Freudenstadt,  AUerheiligen,  Pdppoldsau,  Grieshach,  Badenweiler. 

Rather  similar  in  character  are  some  localities  in  the  Vosges  Moun- 
tains, of  which  Hohwald,  Dreiaehren,  and  Odilienberg  are  the  best  known. 

Besides  Gurhersdorf  and  Eeiboldsgriin,  Falkenstein,  and  Hohenhonnef, 
already  mentioned  as  sanatoria  for  the  treatment  of  consumption,  the 
eastern  mountain  ranges  of  Germany  are  rich  in  well-wooded  health  re- 
sorts of  local  fame,  ranging  from  1500  to  2500  feet. 

The  Harz  Mountains  in  the  north  of  Germany  offer  many  useful 
summer  resorts  between  1400  and  nearly  3000  feet,  especially  Clanstlial, 
Andreasberg,  Alexisbad,  and  Harzburg ;  the  two  first  are  already  in  use  as 
sanatoria  for  phthisis  all  the  year  round. 

The  mountains  and  elevated  places  of  Great  Britain  differ  in  climatic 
characters  from  those  on  the  Continent.  The  atmosi^here  is  more  humid, 
less  transparent  and  transcalent,  the  sun  heat  is  less  high,  the  tempera- 
ture is  more  equable.  There  are  scarcely  any  health  resorts  higher  than 
1000  feet,  but  the  climate  at  such  and  at  lower  elevations  is  much  more 
bracing  than  at  similar  elevations  on  the  Continent.  This  is  owing  partly 
to  the  greater  coolness  of  the  summer,  partly  to  the  absence  of  high 
mountains  around  them,  preventing  free  access  of  air.  There  are  no 
elevated  winter  resorts.  The  air  on  the  Scotch  and  Yorkshire  moors  is 
thoroughly  invigorating,  but,  unfortunately,  the  owners  do  not  as  yet 
tolerate  hotels  or  sanatoria  on  them.  There  is,  however,  a  considerable 
choice  of  localities,  with  good  climates  and  fair  accommodation.  In 
Scotland — Braemar,  Ballater,  Grantown,  Forres,  Slrathpeffer,  Blair  Athole, 
Pitlochry,  Inversnaid,  the  Trossachs,  Crieff,  and  Moffat.  In  England — 
Buxton,  Harrogate,  Ilkley,  Gilsland,  Malvern,  Tnnbridge  Wells,  and  Frant. 
In  Wales,  Llanberis  and  Llandrindod  are  best  suited  for  those  who  want 
some  comfort  with  mountain  air.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  there 
are  no  good  inns  higher  up  on  the  mountains.  In  the  south  of  England 
Hind  Head  and  Black  Down  have  the  advantage  of  good  villas,  but  not  of 
hotels  ;  and  the  same  is  the  case  with  the  chain  of  Leith  Hill.  On  Dart- 
moor moderate  accommodation  is  to  be  found  at  Princetown,  aliout  1400 
feet  high. 
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Soxdli  Africa. — The  district  of  South  Africa  which  offers  several 
localities  possessing  a  climate  suitable  to  invalids,  is  the  Karroo,  a  rolling 
heath-like  country,  varying  in  elevation  from  2500  feet  to  6000  feet. 
It  is  divided  by  the  Nieuweld  Mountains  into  two  districts.  Central  and 
Upi^er  Karroo.  Of  these  the  former  slopes  gradually  southward,  while  the 
latter  stretches  northward  as  far  as  the  Orange  River.  The  climate  is 
characterised  by  extreme  dryness  of  the  atmosphere,  great  heat  in  the 
summer,  and  small  rainfall.  The  winter  nights  are  cold,  but,  according 
to  Dr.  Saunders,  the  days  are  bright  and  sunny.  The  advantages  of 
this  climate  are  its  altitude  and  the  abundant  opportunities  it  offers 
for  outdoor  life,  without  danger  of  taking  cold  ;  its  drawbacks  are  the 
large  amount  of  dust  and  the  extreme  heat  of  summer,  though,  owing  to 
the  dryness,  the  latter  is  not  severely  felt.  The  climate  is  bracing,  but 
too  exciting  for  persons  of  a  nervous  temperament.  In  timing  the 
arrival  of  patients  it  must  always  be  remembered  that  the  seasons  are 
the  reverse  of  our  own.  The  simple  character  of  the  accommodation, 
moreover,  should  deter  the  fastidious  and  any  invalid  not  possessed  of  a 
fair  amount  of  constitutional  vigour. 

Of  the  resorts  whose  capabilities  have  been  so  admirably  summarised 
by  Dr.  Symes  Thompson  (89),  we  may  mention — 

1.  In  the  Great  Karroo  :  Craddock  (2855  feet)  and  Beaufort  West 
(2792  feet). 

2.  In  the  Upper  Karroo  :  Burgersdorp  (4552  feet)  and  Tarkastad 
(4280),  at  which  good  results  have  been  obtained  in  the  treatment  of 
phthisis  ;  also  the  flourishing  townships  of  Aliwal  North  (4348), 
Kimberley  (4012),  and  Bloemfontein  (4500).  Pretoria  in  the  South 
African  Republic  is  also  rising  into  favour  as  a  health  resort.  Ceres 
(1493),  with  its  sanatorium,  and  Grahamstown  (1800),  form  excellent 
intermediate  stations  between  the  coast  and  higher  altitude  sanatoria. 

Australia. — The  regions  of  Australia  possessing  climates  suitable  to 
invalids  are  the  inland  plains,  certain  localities  in  the  Blue  Moun- 
tains, and  the  Australian  Alps.  The  climate  of  the  coast  region,  in  which 
all  the  chief  towns  are  situated,  is  too  variable,  owing  to  the  cold 
southerly  winds  and  the  hot  winds  which  blow  from  the  central  desert. 
The  mountains,  which  fringe  the  coast  from  the  South  Australian 
border  to  Queensland,  have  in  the  main  a  temperate,  dry  and  bracing 
climate.  Although  amongst  the  varieties  of  their  climates  there  are 
probably  some  which  would  be  of  great  value,  yet  the  want  of  accom- 
modation, except  at  two  or  three  places,  materially  lessens  their 
utility.  The  available  resorts  are  confined  to  those  on  Mount  Maceclon  in 
Victoria,  with  Catoomba  and  Mount  Victoria  in  New  South  Wales.  The 
former,  situated  44  miles  from  Melbourne,  consists  of  Upper  (3000  feet) 
and  Lower  Macedon  (1660  feet),  with  the  excellent  sanatorium,  Braemar 
Wood  End  (2500  feet).  The  mean  annual  temperature  of  Macedon  is 
53°  F.  The  locality  forms  a  good  place  of  sojourn  for  those  spending  a 
short  time  in  the  colony  (8). 

Mount  Victoria  (3490  feet),  77  miles  from  Sydney,  mean  annual 
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temperature  53°  F.,  provides  an  excellent  change  from  the  climate  of  the 
inland  plains. 

Catoomha  (3349  feet)  is  slightly  more  humid  than  the  last-named. 

The  chief  characteristics  of  the  inland  plains  are  extreme  dryness  of 
the  atmosphere,  abundant  sunshine,  and  small  rainfall.  All  these  con- 
ditions mean  ample  opportunities  for  outdoor  life.  The  drawbacks  to 
the  climate  are  the  large  amount  of  dust,  the  occasional  occurrence  of  a 
hot  north  wind,  and  the  possibility  of  a  drought.  The  climate  is  un- 
doubtedly bracing,  the  danger  of  chills  is  slight,  and  there  are  no 
marked  ill  effects  upon  the  nervous  system,  such  as  sleeplessness,  etc. 

The  inland  plains  divide  themselves  into  two  districts  :  the  Riverina 
in  Victoria,  lying  to  the  north  of  the  Murray  River,  and  the  Darling 
Downs  in  Queensland,  an  upland  plateau  (2000  feet)  lying  to  the  east  of 
the  former. 

According  to  Dr.  Lindsay  (47)  the  heat  in  summer  in  the  liivcrin.a 
is  considei'able,  though  easily  borne.  In  winter  there  are  slight  frosts, 
but  the  days  are  warm.  The  Darling  Douns  are  somewhat  cooler  and 
less  exposed  to  the  hot  wind.  In  both  districts  the  accommodation  is 
rough,  and  the  climate  is  best  enjoyed  by  residence  on  a  station. 

For  some  cases  of  phthisis  the  climate  is  admirably  suited ;  the 
patient,  however,  must  possess  a  good  share  of  constitutional  vigour,  and 
must  be  ready  and  willing  to  content  himself  with  the  monotonous  fare 
of  a  station  or  up-country  township.  Accommodation  can  be  obtiiined 
at  Deniliguin  in  the  Riverina,  and  Warwick  and  Towoomba  in  the  Darling 
Downs. 

II.  The  Lowland  Climates. — After  having  considered  so  many 
regions  under  the  heads  of  Marine  and  of  Mountain  Climates,  we  can 
throw  Init  a  rapid  glance  at  some  of  lower  regions  not  included  in  the 
former.     Our  foremost  attention  is  claimed  by  Egypt. 

Egifpt  owes  its  virtue  as  a  climate  chiefly  to  its  being  composed 
mainly  of  desert,  so  much  so  that  the  fertile  spots  included  in  the 
wastes  share,  on  the  whole,  the  characteristics  of  the  desert  air.  The 
main  characteristics  of  the  climate  are  : — 

1.  IFarmtli.,  the  mean  temperature  at  Cairo  for  the  winter  months 
being  58*3.  2.  Large  Daily  Bange,  the  difference  between  day  and 
night  temperatures  varying  from  35°  to  19°.  3.  Low  Relative  Hunmlity. 
4.  Abundant  SunsJdne. — Blue  sky  was  chronicled  on  all  but  fifteen  days 
during  five  months  at  Assouan,  in  the  winter  of  1892-3  (Longmore).  5. 
Small  Ilainfall. — Six  rainy  days  only  in  five  months  were  chronicled  at 
Assouan  in  1892-93.  6.  The  extremely  aseptic  character  of  the  air, 
which  is  constantly  refreshed  by  a  breeze  blowing  over  hundreds  of  miles 
of  desert  whence  no  emanations  rise. 

Most  of  the  observations  have  been  taken  in  localities  situated  on 
the  cultivated  land.  Dr.  Canney's  observations,  however  (supported 
by  Dr.  Longmore's  personal  communications),  taken  in  the  desert  at 
Luxor,  and  in  other  situations  in  Egypt,  tend  to  show  that  the 
climate  in  the  desert  itself  has  a  smaller  daily  range  (17"  in  Luxor 
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desert  as  against  32°  in  Luxor)  and  a  lower  relative  humidity  (54° 
in  Luxor  desert  as  against  69°  in  Luxor).  The  advantages  of  the 
climate  are  dry,  warm,  sunny  days  with  cool  nights,  and  a  marvellously 
pure  atmosphere.  The  drawbacks  to  the  climate  are  the  not  infrequent 
presence  of  cold  winds  (though  not  to  the  same  extent  as  on  the  Riviera), 
and  the  occasional  occurrence  of  hot  winds  laden  with  dust  ;  these  are 
not  only  constitutionally  most  depressing,  but  intensely  irritating  to  the 
lungs. 

The  physiological  effects  of  the  climate  may  be  described  as  bracing 
to  the  organism  as  a  whole,  and  sedative  to  the  nervous  system.  Dr. 
Saadwith  (70)  gives  records  of  105  cases  of  phthisis;  improvement  took 
place  in  72. 

In  Egypt  the  invalid  can  spend  the  greater  part  of  the  day  in  a  warm 
climate,  while  at  the  same  time  sleep  is  encouraged  rather  than  intei'fered 
with,  and  the  nervous  system  is  soothed.  The  danger  of  chill  at  sunset 
is,  however,  always  present,  and  has  to  be  guarded  against  as  carefully  as 
on  the  Riviera.  The  length  of  the  journey  and  the  great  expenses  of 
living  necessarily  exclude  a  certain  number  of  invalids. 

The  chief  individual  resorts  to  be  considered  are  : — 

Cairo. — This  should  be  avoided,  as  it  is  a  crowded  town,  offering  too 
many  social  temptations.  Although  the  sanitation  and  water-supply  of 
the  hotels  are  good,  the  town  itself  is  far  from  being  in  a  sanitary  condition. 

Helouan. — About  15  miles  from  Cairo,  standing  in  an  oasis  in  the 
desert.  There  is  more  wind  than  at  some  other  resorts ;  the  accommoda- 
tion is  excellent.  As  it  is  a  little  above  the  level  of  the  Delta,  Helouan 
can  be  utilised  also  from  November  to  January. 

Mena  House. — Near  the  pyramids,  an  admirably  kept  hotel.  The 
climate  in  the  late  winter  and  early  spring  is  much  the  same  as  that  of 
Helouan.  Owing  to  its  proximity  to  the  Delta  the  best  season  to  visit 
Mena  House  is  from  the  middle  of  February  onwards ;  before  that  date 
there  is  too  much  moisture  in  the  air,  owing  to  the  drying  up  of  the 
inundated  plain. 

The  Nile  Voyage. — This  may  be  made  in  two  ways  :  (a)  by  steamboat, 
{h)  by  dahabeyah.  («)  The  steamboat  voyage  is  shorter,  but  less  repose 
is  obtained  than  on  the  dahabeyah.  There  is,  moreover,  far  too  much 
wind  for  serious  invalids,  and  often  a  difference  of  10°  between  different 
parts  of  the  boat,  and  much  more  between  sun  and  shade.  Patients 
suffering  from  the  throat  often  catch  cold  and  become  feverish.  Here, 
too,  the  belief  prevails  that  climate  must  do  everything,  and  that  the 
doctor  need  not  be  consulted.  The  long  and  hurried  excursions  to 
tombs  and  temples  afford  another  source  of  danger  to  many  invalids. 
Dr.  Longmore,  as  the  result  of  his  experience,  is  inclined  to  regard  the 
voyage  during  the  months  of  January  and  February  as  unsuitable  to 
the  pulmonary  invalid,  particularly  so  far  as  Lower  Egypt  is  concerned. 
(h)  The  dahabeyah,  on  the  other  hand,  affords  perfect  leisure,  while  the 
contrasts  of  temperature  are  not  so  great.  It  is,  however,  costly,  and  the 
patient,  unless  he  can  afford  a  travelling  physician,  will  be  ^iway  from 
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medical  supervision  ;  even  in  promising  cases  this  is  rarely  advisable. 
During  the  months  of  January  and  February  the  dahabeyah  should  be 
kept  south  of  Luxor  (Longmore). 

Luxor,  situated  on  the  Nile,  450  miles  south  of  Cairo,  possesses  a 
milder  climate  than  Lower  Egypt,  being  warmer  and  not  so  subject  to 
cold  winds.  Luxor  is  admirably  suited  as  a  residence  for  the  invalid 
from  the  end  of  November  to  the  middle  of  March.  Moreover,  the 
invalid  can  travel  by  train  within  a  day's  boat  journey  of  Luxor ;  this  is 
a  great  boon  to  those  arriving  late  in  the  season,  for  whom  the  boat 
voyage  is  unsuitable. 

There  is  an  admirable  site  for  a  sanatorium  south  of  the  hills  above 
the  tombs  of  the  kings.  Here,  owing  to  the  conformation  of  the  country, 
the  full  advantage  of  desert  air  could  be  enjoyed  to  a  greater  degree  than 
in  any  of  the  present  resorts. 

Assouan  stands  at  the  first  cataract ;  it  is  somewhat  more  bracing, 
drier,  and  warmer,  but,  on  the  whole,  a  little  more  windy  than  Luxor. 
The  accommodation  is  fair  in  the  new  hotel,  but  there  are  few  arrange- 
ments for  sitting  in  the  open  air  without  exposure  to  draughts  and  dust. 
This,  however,  we  hear  is  to  be  remedied,  and  with  judicious  manage- 
ment Assouan  can  be  made  an  excellent  resort  for  sufferers  from  rheuma- 
tism, early  phthisis,  and  the  like. 

On  the  whole  the  great  advantages  of  desert  air  are  not  yet  sufficiently 
availal)le.  We  may  say,  however,  that  our  experience  of  treatment  by 
continued  residence  during  several  entire  years  in  the  Nubian  Desert, 
under  tents  shifted  from  one  place  to  another,  has,  in  several  advanced 
cases  of  consumption,  given  results  which  are  altogether  superior  to  any 
obtained  from  any  health  I'esort  or  from  any  other  treatment.  Yet  if, 
at  the  site  indicated  near  Luxor,  a  hotel  were  constructed  on  an  improved 
plan  as  regards  ventilation,  air  spaces  for  the  night,  food,  and  so  foi'th, 
the  conditions,  to  judge  from  the  medical  and  scientific  observations  that 
have  been  made  on  the  climate,  Avould  be  nearly  perfect. 

Pau,  in  the  south-west  of  France,  about  6.30  feet  above  sea-level, 
owes  the  peculiarities  of  its  climate  to  its  situation  north  of  the  Pyrenees, 
not  far  removed  from  the  Atlantic,  and  to  its  being  surrounded  by  a 
wide  circle  of  hills.  Thus  it  enjoys  considerable  calmness  of  atmosphere 
with  the  exception  of  occasional  storms.  The  air  is  less  dry,  and  the 
number  of  rainy  days  is  greater  than  at  the  Riviera.  The  mean  tempera- 
ture from  November  to  April  is  about  48 '5°  F.  which  is  nearly  5°  F.  less 
than  at  the  Western  Riviera  resorts,  but  it  is  rather  more  equable. 
There  is  less  sunshine  and  sun  heat ;  the  difference  between  sun  and 
shade  and  bettween  day  and  night  is  less.  On  the  whole  the  climate 
may  be  called  sedative,  and  is  therefore  more  suitable  to  cases  with  an 
irritable  mucous  membrane  and  an  irritable  nervous  system  than  the 
Riviera  (85). 

Dax,  in  the  south-west  of  France,  has  a  somewhat  similar  climate,  but 
is  less  sheltered  and  more  under  the  influence  of  the  Atlantic. 

ArcachoH,  which  has  been  mentioned  under  the  marine  climates,  but 
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has  almost  equal  right  to  a  place  here,  has  some  points  in  common 
with  Pail. 

The  interior  of  Italy  is  rich  in  delightful  localities,  which  may  tem- 
porarily serve  as  residences  to  invalids,  but  few  of  them  can  be  regarded 
as  health  resorts. 

Rome,  will  always  claim  the  attention  of  physicians  called  upon  to 
advise  on  climates,  although  it  has  long  lost  its  great  reputation  in  the 
cure  of  phthisis.  November  is  often  rainy  ;  December,  January,  and 
February  are  frequently  cold ;  but  Mai'ch,  April,  and  part  of  May 
are  mostly  pleasant,  and  may  be  useful  in  cases  of  arrested  phthisis, 
cases  with  chronic  bronchial  catarrh,  chronic  rheumatism,  gout,  and 
mental  depression,  provided  due  care  be  taken  to  avoid  over -fatigue 
in  sight-seeing,  and  changes  from  the  hot  sun  into  cold  galleries  and 
churches.  The  climate  of  Eome  should  not  be  called  relaxing,  it  may  be 
said  to  take  an  intermediate  place  between  Pau  and  the  Riviera.  Dr. 
Charles  and  other  physicians  residing  in  Rome  describe  the  hygienic  con- 
dition as  much  improved,  especially  in  consequence  of  the  excellent  water- 
supply.',. 

In  the  north  of  Italy  the  Lake  district  offers  some  climatic  advan- 
tages, especially  the  Lago  Maggiore,  the  lakes  of  Como,  Varese,  and  Lugano, 
and  the  Lago  di  Garda.  The  climates  of  the  different  localities  on  these 
lakes  are  by  no  means  the  same,  but  all  have  in  common  the  position  to 
the  south  of  the  sheltering  Alps,  and  the  influence  of  the  large  sheets  of 
water  near  which  they  are  situated.  They  offer  less  warmth,  less  shelter, 
and  less  sun  than  the  Riviera,  and  have  more  rain  ;  but,  compared  with 
England,  the  number  of  clear  days  is  greater  and  the  relative  humidity 
is  smaller.  The  late  Dr.  Scharrenbroich,  in  a  carefully-written  work  on 
Pallanza,  gives  the  relative  humidity  as  6 7 '6°  F.,  the  number  of  bright 
days  during  the  colder  seasons  185,  of  rainy  61.  Pallanza,  which  is  open 
throughout  the  year,  has  a  mean  winter  temperature  of  only  39 '1°  F., 
which  is  scarcely  more  than  the  inland  localities  in  the  south  of  England, 
but  in  spring  54'4°,  in  summer  7 1 '4°,  in  autumn  55 "65°.  The  climate 
may  be  regarded  as  moderately  dry  and  stimulating.  That  of  Locarno, 
likewise  open  in  winter,  is  somewhat  similar.  Stresa  and  Baveno  are  rather 
less  sheltered,  and  are  suitable  only  for  spring,  summer,  and  early 
autumn.  On  the  Lake  of  Como,  the  Villa  d'Lste,  Menaggio,  Cadenabbia, 
and  Bellagio  are  favourite  resorts  in  spring  and  autumn.  Lugano  in 
winter  and  spring,  according  to  Dr.  Thomas,  is  slightly  cooler  than 
Pallanza.  Varese,  on  the  lake  of  the  same  name,  deserves  likewise  to 
be  mentioned;  it  lies  higher  (1250  feet)  than  the  localities  on  the  four 
other  lakes,  which  lie  between  600  and  1000  feet.  The  accommoda- 
tion at  Orta,  with  its  beautiful  little  lake,  is  not  yet  quite  so  good  as  at 
the  other  places  mentioned. 

The  Lago  di  Garda,  south-east  of  the  Lake  district  mentioned,  at  the 
foot  of  a  precipitous  mountain  range,  possesses  a  much  more  sheltered 
tract  of  shore  than  any  of  the  other  Italian  lakes.  It  offers  a  very 
remarkable  instance  of  the  power  of  configuration,  by  which  a  limited 
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Riviera-like  climate  is  produced  :  here  many  delicate  plants  gro^y  in  the 
open  air,  and  even  lemon -trees  on  steep  terraces.  At  a  village  called 
Gardone- Riviera  a  winter  resort  has  sprung  up  which  offers  many 
advantages  to  those  requiring  much  shelter. 

Arco,  which  has  fair,  though  not  the  same  amount  of  shelter,  lies  very 
near  to  the  Lago  di  Garda,  in  an  easterly  direction  ;  it  has  for  many 
years  been  used  as  a  winter  resort.  All  these  localities  are  less  dry,  less 
warm,  and  less  stimulating  than  the  Italian  Riviera,  but  less  sedative 
than  Pau. 

We  may  here  allude  to  two  other  localities  which  have  in  former 
years  enjoyed  a  wide  reputation,  especially  in  the  treatment  of  phthisis, 
namely,  Memn  with  Obermais,  and  Botzen  with  Gries,  both  at  the  southern 
slopes  of  the  Tyrolese  Alps.  They  have  bright,  sunny  climates,  Avith  a 
certain  amount  of  shelter  and  moderate  relative  humidity. 

Third  Section — Utilisation  of  Climates 

We  cannot  regard  climatic  treatment  in  the  narrow  sense  of  treat- 
ment by  the  mere  physical  elements  of  climate,  but  we  must  include  in 
it  and  avail  ourselves  of  all  the  agencies  associated  or  associable  with 
the  change  of  climate.  Some  of  these  agencies  act  principally  on  the 
bodily  functions,  while  others  bear  directly  on  the  mental  functions,  and 
through  them  on  the  organs  and  tissues. 

Physicians  who  are  consulted  about  the  choice  of  a  climate  often 
meet  with  misconceptions  on  the  part  of  the  patients.  The  latter  not 
rarely  think  that  it  is  sufficient  to  know  that  they  have  "  gout,"  or 
"  dyspepsia,"  or  "  rheumatism,"  to  enable  the  physician  to  recommend  the 
"best  climates"  for  those  complaints  :  they  do  not  consider  that  "gout" 
is  often  complicated  with  other  affections,  and  differs  so  widely  in  different 
persons  and  constitutions  as  to  need  widely  different  treatment  ;  and 
that  the  same  is  the  case  with  "  dyspepsia,"  with  "  rheumatism,"  and  with 
almost  all  other  complaints.  The  patient,  moreover,  frequently  regards 
the  "  climate  of  a  place  "  as  a  fixed  agent,  comparable  to  a  fixed  dose  of 
a  particular  drug, — say  a  grain  of  calomel,  or  three  grains  of  quinine,  or 
five  of  iodide  of  potassium, — while  in  reality  the  climate  of  a  place  during 
a  certain  season,  say  winter  or  spring,  is  an  unstable  agent,  varying  with 
the  weather.  Some  physicians  are  in  the  habit  of  saying  that  all  climates 
are  uncertain  with  the  exception  of  Egypt,  but  after  the  personal 
experience  of  a  winter  in  Egypt  we  cannot  allow  even  this  exception. 

To  answer  a  question  frequently  asked,  JFhat  is  a  good  climate  ? 
our  answer  is :  A  good  climate  is  that  in  which  all  the  organs  and 
tissues  of  the  body  are  kept  evenly  at  work  in  alternation  with  rest. 
A  climate  with  constant  moderate  variations  in  its  principal  factors  is  the 
best  for  the  maintenance  of  health.  It  calls  forth  the  energy  of  the 
diff"erent  organs  and  functions,  their  power  of  adaptation  and  resistance, 
and  keeps  them  in  working  condition.  Such  are  the  climates  of  England 
all  the  year  round,  and  they  belong  to  the  most  health-giving  in  the  world. 
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They  produce  the  finest  trees,  the  finest  animals,  the  finest  men,  and  are 
most  conducive  to  longevity.  They  are,  it  is  true,  not  the  most  agree- 
able or  exhilarating  climates  ;  but  the  brightest  and  most  exhilarating 
climates — such  as  those  of  Egypt,  Spain,  Italy,  Greece,  Asia  Minor — are 
not  the  best  for  health  and  longevity ;  they  are  in  many  respects  very 
inferior  to  those  of  England. 

The  best  climates,  however,  for  healthful  development  and  for 
maintenance  of  health  need  not  be  the  best,  may  even  be  injurious  to 
delicate  or  diseased  persons  whose  organs  and  tissues  have,  temporarily 
or  permanently,  lost  their  energy  and  their  power  of  resistance  and 
adaptation.  We  must  therefore  endeavour  to  find  climates  for  invalids. 
And  here  we  must  say  at  once  there  are  no  perfect  climates  for  invalids. 
Relatively  good  climates  for  a  given  case  are  those  in  which  the  influences 
injurious  to  this  case  are  either  absent,  or  prevail  only  in  a  much  less 
degree  ;  and  where  at  the  same  time  other  influences  exist  which,  when 
properly  utilised,  effect  a  general  improvement  of  the  whole  constitu- 
tion, and  thus  facilitate  the  recovery  of  the  diseased  or  weakened  organs 
and  tissues,  as  far  as  possible.  Pure  air  and  water,  the  possibility  of 
spending  a  great  part  of  the  day  in  the  open  air,  good  hygienic  and 
dietetic  arrangements,  and  the  presence  of  a  good  local  physician  con- 
versant with  the  peculiarities  of  the  climate  and  of  the  entire  locality,  are 
the  most  necessary  conditions. 

The  physician  is,  indeed,  a  very  important  part  of  a  health  resort  and 
of  a  climatic  cure,  although  the  invalid  is  often  disinclined  to  see  this. 
Many  lives  are  needlessly  lost  by  trusting  to  the  climate  alone.  The 
exhilarating  influences  of  a  climate,  the  many  interesting  objects  of  a 
place  and  its  neighbourhood,  and  the  social  entertainments,  are  sources 
of  temptation,  lead  often  to  undue  exposure,  to  over-exertion,  or  to  chills, 
and  may  destroy  the  chances  of  recovery  for  ever  ;  on  the  other  hand,  with 
the  help  of  a  judicious  physician,  not  only  may  the  dangers  resulting  from 
the  defects  of  a  place  be  escaped,  but  these  very  circumstances  may  also 
be  employed  to  the  benefit  of  the  invalid. 

The  invalid  must  begin  by  studying,  with  the  guidance  of  his  physician, 
the  following  essential  points  : — 

(1)  The  selection  and  arrangement  of  his  rooms  for  air  and  sun,  and 
other  hygienic  influences.  (2)  The  arrangement  of  his  meals  as  to  quality, 
quantity  and  time.  (3)  How  to  be  as  much  as  possible  in  the  open  air. 
(4)  What  kind  and  amount  of  exercise  to  take,  and  at  what  times  of  the 
day,  and  when  to  rest.  (5)  How  to  clothe  himself  at  different  times  of 
the  day  and  of  the  season.  (6)  Hom^  to  manage  the  skin.  (7)  How  to 
occupy  the  mind. 

Without  due  attention  to  these  points  many  cases,  even  at  the  best 
resorts,  are  not  benefited  ;  with  it,  good  results  can  be  obtained  even  at  in- 
ferior localities. 

In  former  times  climatic  treatment  was  almost  limited  to  diseases  of 
the  respiratory  organs,  but  at  present  we  know  that  the  treatment  of 
almost  every  chronic  deviation  from  health  may  be  assisted  by  judicious 
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change  of  climate.  Our  survey  of  the  principal  conditions  in  which 
climatic  treatment  is  usually  resorted  to  must,  however,  be  a  summary 
one. 

The  Treatment  of  Phthisis  by  Climate. — The  utilisation  of  climate 
for  the  alleviation  or  arrest  of  phthisis  is  perhaps  the  most  important 
office  which  change  of  air  can  fulfil.  From  its  very  nature  it  is  onh' 
within  the  reach  of  the  richer  of  the  victims  of  this  malady.  Too  often, 
moreover,  the  change,  either  owing  to  the  relentless  march  of  the  disease, 
the  unsuitable  locality  selected,  or  indeed,  and  more  commonly,  the 
imprudence  of  the  patient  himself,  ends  in  disappointed  hopes.  The 
selection  of  a  locality  is  often  one  of  the  most  difficult  problems  with 
which  the  physician  is  confronted.  Accumulated  clinical  experience,  it  is 
true,  has  given  us  a  series  of  fairly  definite  indications  to  guide  us  in  the 
choice  ;  more  frequently  than  not,  however,  we  have  to  be  governed  in 
our  selection  by  the  poverty  of  the  patient ;  and,  instead  of  the  best 
possible  climate,  have  rather  to  consider  where  he  may  find  an  opportunity 
of  earning  a  livelihood. 

The  cases  which  will  receive  most  benefit  from  a  stay  in  the  Sunss  Alps 
require  somewhat  careful  selection.  Early  cases  of  either  unilateral  or 
bilateral  phthisis  in  young  and  fairly  vigorous  persons,  in  which  the 
disease  is  of  a  limited  character  and  the  pyrexia  moderate,  should  be  sent 
to  the  Swiss  Alps  in  preference  to  any  other  resort.  In  young  persons 
a  sojourn  of  one  or  two  years  in  the  Aljis  will  probably  not  only  arrest 
the  disease,  but  so  establish  the  constitution  that  the  patient  may  cautiously 
resume  his  ordinary  occupation  at  home.  It  has  been  urged  that  these 
cases  will  do  Avell  anywhei-e  ;  but  not  only  do  statistics  show  that  more 
first  stage  cases  are  arrested  in  the  Swiss  Alps  than  elsewhere,  but  the 
experience  of  all  those  who  have  compared  cases  coming  from  various 
resorts  testifies  in  favour  of  the  greater  quickness  and  certainty  of  the 
cure  in  the  Swiss  Alps. 

In  the  early  days  of  high  altitude  treatment  a  history  of  hemoptysis 
was  looked  upon  as  a  bar  to  the  employment  of  the  climate ;  the  reasons 
for  this  belief  were  mainly  theoretical,  and  a  more  extended  experience 
has  shown  that  the  very  reverse  is  the  fact,  and  that  the  haemorrhagic 
cases  do  particularly  well  there. 

When  a  case  has  passed  on  to  the  stage  of  excavation,  although  the 
ultimate  outlook  may  be,  on  the  whole,  less  hopeful,  clinical  expeiience 
warrants  us  in  saying  that  a  greater  benefit  may  be  anticipated  from  a 
prolonged  or  indeed  an  indefinite  sojourn  in  the  Alps  than  from  any  other 
form  of  climatic  treatment.  The  presence  even  of  considerable  pyrexia, 
so  long  as  we  can  be  sure  that  it  arises  rather  from  septic  absorption  than 
from  active  tuberculosis,  forms  no  bar  to  sending  the  patient  away.  In 
the  bronchiectatic  form  of  phthisis  progress  is  certain  to  be  extremely 
slow.  Since,  however,  the  majority  of  these  cases  arise  directly  from  a 
pleuritic  eff"usion,  we  should  take  early  advantage  of  the  very  definite 
influence  for  good  which  the  rarefied  air  is  likely  to  exert  upon  collapsed 
lung ;  at  the  same  time  we  shall  put  the  whole  constitution  in  a  better 
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condition  to  withstand  the  inevitable  strain  which  following  years  Avill 
bring.  In  this  form  of  disease  a  constantly  high  bodily  temperature,  or 
occasional  rushes  of  temperature  up  to  a  great  height,  form  no  impedi- 
ment to  sending  the  case  to  the  Alps. 

A  further  class  of  cases  which  should,  except  in  the  face  of  obvious 
contra-indications,  be  so  treated,  is  that  in  which  the  phthisis  supervenes 
after  a  pleuritic  effusion  in  a  young  subject.  From  the  climate  of  the  Alps, 
in  such  cases,  we  may  almost  always  anticipate  the  happiest  results  due 
not  only  to  the  expansion  of  the  compressed  lung,  but  to  the  strengthening 
of  a  constitution  of  whose  proneness  to  tubercle  the  effusion  was  but  a 
manifestation. 

What  are,  then,  the  symptoms  or  conditions  which  contm-indicate  the  High 
Alps  in  cases  of  phthisis  1  We  will  consider  first  the  more  distinct  and 
absolute  of  these. 

The  presence  of  albuminuria  forms  an  absolute  contra-indication.  Any 
affection  of  the  kidneys  bars  the  employment  of  the  climate  of  the  Alps  ; 
such  cases  are  invariably  aggravated. 

Cases  in  which  there  is  valvular  disease  of  the  heart  or  degeneration 
of  the  arteries  should  never,  except  under  very  exceptional  circumstances, 
seek  the  climate  of  the  Alps ;  indeed  this  rule  is  absolute  as  regards  the 
condition  of  the  arteries.  In  those  rare  cases  of  affection  of  the  mitral 
valve  in  which  the  compensation  is  thoroughly  good,  the  patient  may  be 
sent  without  much  hesitation.  In  disease  of  the  aortic  valves  the  experi- 
ment is  a  more  hazardous  one,  and  we  should  be  very  well  assured  that 
compensation  is  perfect  before  sending  the  case  to  high  elevations. 

The  next  complication  which  would  contra-indicate  the  Alpine  climate 
is  the  presence  of  diarrhoea  due  to  tubercular  ulceration ;  diarrhoea  of  a 
merely  catarrhal  nature  may,  however,  derive  benefit  from  the  climate. 
As  regards  laryngeal  complications,  when,  as  is  commonly  the  case,  there 
is  slight  hoarseness  with  the  laryngoscopic  appearances  of  laryngeal 
catarrh,  even  though  the  appearances  are  such  that  tubercle  cannot  be 
definitely  excluded,  the  patient  may  be  sent.  Where  there  is  a  tubercular 
ulcer  on  one  vocal  cord,  provided  that  the  arytenoids  are  free,  he  may 
also  seek  the  Alpine  air,  appropriate  treatment  being  at  the  same  time 
applied  to  the  throat.  When,  however,  the  arytenoids  are  involved,  or 
when  perichondritis  is  present,  the  case  should  on  no  account  be  sent 
thither. 

When  there  is  high  fever  due  to  the  rapid  extension  of  the  tubercular 
process  in  the  lungs  the  Alps  must  be  forbidden  ;  but  if  the  fever  yield 
to  treatment  and  the  inflammatory  process  lessen  in  intensity,  the  question 
may  be  reconsidered.  In  cases  where  the  disease  is  far  advanced,  and  the 
amount  of  diseased  lung  large,  the  Alpine  air  should  not  be  tried  ;  the 
respiratory  area  will  probably  be  insufficient  to  meet  the  added  strain, 
and  the  fatal  event  will  be  hastened.  The  subjects  of  constitutional 
erethism — persons,  that  is,  with  habitually  quick  pulse,  subject  to  feverish 
attacks,  and  with  an  irritable  condition  of  the  nervous  system — almost 
invariably  get  worse  rather  than  better  in  the  rarefied  air.    There  are, 
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besides,  a  certain  number  of  persons  who  cannot  bear  cold  ;  elderly  persons 
especially,  in  spite  of  the  hot  sun,  are  injuriously  aiTected  by  the  cold  air 
of  the  Alps.  The  exclusion  of  such  cases  from  the  Alpine  treatment  is 
often  a  matter  of  difficulty.  It  is  rarely  safe  to  place  much  faith  in  the 
patient's  statement  that  he  cannot  bear  cold  ;  but  such  a  statement  should 
ensure  a  careful  estimate  of  his  constitutional  vigour. 

The  length  of  residence  in  the  High  Alps  which  is  likely  to  secure 
restoration  to  health  must  necessarily  vary  with  the  jjrogress  of  the  case. 
We  should  never,  however,  lead  the  patient  to  expect  thorough  restoration 
to  health  from  a  residence  of  less  than  two  winters.  This  term  has  often 
to  be  cut  down  for  pecuniary  reasons,  but  it  should  never  be  shortened 
in  deference  to  the  wishes  of  the  patient.  If  the  case  progress  favourably 
the  patient  will  probably  have  got  most  of  the  benefit  he  is  likely  to 
obtain  from  the  treatment  at  the  end  of  two  years.  There  are  always 
a  certain  number  of  persons,  however,  who  relapse  if  long  away  from 
the  high  altitudes.  For  these  there  is  nothing  for  it  but  to  settle  for 
the  winter,  at  all  events,  at  one  of  the  Alpine  health  resorts.  A  late 
distinguished  man  of  letters  was  a  remarkable  instance  of  a  life  so  spent, 
and  literature  is  the  richer  for  his  courage  and  prudence. 

A  point  upon  which  the  local  physicians  justly  lay  great  stress,  is  that 
the  residence  should  be  continuous  ;  that  is,  two  winters  and  one  summer 
at  least  should  be  spent  in  the  High  Alps.  It  has  been  the  custom  for 
invalids  to  go  down  to  a  lower  level  during  the  snow-melting  time  in  the 
spring.  Latterly,  however,  the  physicians  only  allow  patients  who  are 
doing  well  to  do  this,  and  rather  to  provide  a  change  of  scene  than  for 
other  reasons.  A  critical  case  is  likely  to  lose  more  by  the  journey  to 
and  fro  than  by  remaining  during  the  few  damp  days.  The  places  most 
usually  resorted  to  in  the  spring  are  Ragatz  and  Thusis.  Sometimes  a 
descent  to  the  Italian  lakes  or  Montreux  is  permissible  in  the  autumn. 

The  Alpine  sanatoria,  Davos  and  St.  Moritz  particularly,  owe  not  a 
little  of  their  success  to  the  very  thorough  and  efficient  manner  in  which 
every  detail  of  the  patient's  life  is  supervised  by  the  local  physicians,  as 
contrasted  with  the  somewhat  haphazard  method  only  too  much  in  vogue 
at  other  health  resorts.  The  opportunities  for  over-indulgence  in  violent 
outdoor  sports  which  these  places  offer,  and  the  temptations  in  large 
hotels  to  an  irregular  way  of  living,  are  in  most  cases  controlled  by  the 
physicians. 

The  time  of  year  at  which  the  jjatients  should  be  sent  is  a  matter  of 
some  importance :  the  end  of  September  is  the  best  time,  since  the 
patient  then  becomes  acclimatised  before  the  winter  sets  in.  Often, 
however,  the  patient  falls  ill  later  in  the  year.  It  is  a  sound  rule  not  in 
any  case  to  send  a  patient  after  the  end  of  January ;  he  will  then  get 
but  little  benefit  before  the  snow  begins  to  melt,  and  it  would  probably 
be  better  to  wait  until  June.  In  a  doubtful  case  it  is  better  to  make 
the  ascent  gradually,  stopping  a  few  days  at  a  moderate  elevation. 

During  the  summer  in  the  Alps  the  invalid  can  find  change  of  scene 
at  a  like  elevation  at  Pontresina,  Maloja,  and  other  localities. 
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The  special  utility  of  the  Colorado  resorts  lies  in  the  fact  that  profit- 
able occupation,  or  at  least  a  livelihood,  can  be  obtained  in  a  climate 
little  if  at  all  inferior  to  that  of  the  Swiss  Alps.  The  expanse  of 
country  possessing,  with  very  minor  modifications,  a  uniform  climate  is 
large ;  while  one  of  the  resorts,  Denver,  is  a  great  city  with  flourish- 
ing industries.  In  the  selection  of  cases  for  treatment  in  Colorado  the 
same  contra-indications  hold  as  in  the  case  of  the  Swiss  Alps ;  we  should, 
however,  be  more  rigorous  in  excluding  doubtful  cases,  seeing  that  the 
experiment  entails  long  journeys  by  sea  and  land. 

Some  persons,  indeed,  with  a  limited  area  of  damaged  lung,  who  find 
the  Alpine  climate  too  cold,  may  seek  the  equally  elevated  yet  warmer 
climate  of  Colorado,  with  better  prospects  of  recovery  than  would  be 
given  by  a  descent  to  a  lower  level.  Moreovei-,  Colorado  presents  advan- 
tages to  that  class  of  cases  to  which  we  have  before  refeiTed — those 
cases,  namely,  which  remain  quiescent  in  the  mountains,  but  relapse  in 
the  plains.  Young  subjects,  the  children  of  phthisical  parents,  not 
themselves  tubercular,  but  for  whom  a  change  of  climate  is  thought 
advisable  as  a  prophylactic  measure, — as,  for  instance,  after  a  pleural 
eff"usion, — will  do  better  in  Colorado  than  elsewhere. 

The  cases  which  are  likely  to  receive  benefit  from  Australia  are  : — 

1.  Cases  of  early  consolidation,  in  which  there  is  no  fever.  2.  Quiescent 
cavity  cases. 

In  every  case  there  must  be  a  sufficient  amount  of  constitutional 
vigour  to  support  an  outdoor  life,  and  all  the  more  serious  complications 
—  laryngitis,  intestinal  ulceration,  or  high  fever  —  are  absolute  contra- 
indications. With  regard  to  employment,  we  must  point  out  that  a 
sedentary  occupation  followed  in  one  of  the  coast  towns  holds  out  no 
prospect  of  cure ;  for  such  cases  the  highland  townships  of  South  Africa 
or  Colorado  would  offer  greater  advantages. 

With  regard  to  South  Africa,  the  same  rules  as  to  choice  of  cases  hold 
good.  Practically,  unless  the  patient  have  plenty  of  vigour,  and  there 
seems  solid  ground  to  hope  for  early  subsidence  of  the  disease,  he  had 
much  better  seek  some  climate  nearer  home.  Hgemoptysis  occurring 
early  in  the  course  of  the  disease  is  no  bar ;  late  haemoptysis  proceeding 
from  a  cavity  is  an  absolute  bar. 

The  advantage  of  the  EgyjMan  climate  in  the  treatment  of  phthisis 
lies  in  the  warm,  sunny  days,  the  dryness  of  the  atmosphere,  and  the 
aseptic  character  of  the  air.  Its  drawbacks  are  :  the  short  time  of  year 
during  which  it  is  available,  and  the  danger  of  contracting  chills,  chiefly 
abdominal.  The  cases  of  phthisis  most  likely  to  derive  benefit  from 
it  are : — {a)  Cases  complicated  by  bronchitis  in  which  emphysema  is  also 
present,  (b)  Cases  of  bronchiectatic  phthisis,  for  which  a  winter  or  two 
in  the  Alps  have  already  been  prescribed,  will  often  derive  great  benefit 
from  Egypt,  (c)  Cases  for  which  the  Riviera  is  too  cold,  or  in  which 
chills  often  recur,  (d)  Cases  of  early  consolidation  in  which,  either 
owing  to  susceptibility  to  cold  or  some  other  reason,  the  Alps  are  contra- 
indicated,  (e)  Cases  with  albuminuria  in  which  the  destruction  of  lungs 
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is  not  very  great.  (/)  Cases  in  Avhich  insomnia  and  nervous  irritability 
form  prominent  symptoms. 

On  the  other  hand,  Ave  are  not  justified  in  sending  cases  presenting 
the  following  complications  : — 

1.  Intestinal  Ulceration,  or  indeed  any  tendency  to  diarrhoea  what^ 
ever.  This  is  sure  to  be  aggravated.  2.  Laryngeal  Ulceration.  The 
dryness  of  the  air  always  aggravates  the  symjjtoms.  3.  Cases  beginning 
with  acute  pneumonic  symptoms.  These  should  not  be  sent  on  account 
of  the  length  of  the  journey  and  the  short  time  during  Avhich  the  climate 
is  available. 

The  main  virtues  of  the  Eiviera  climate  are  that  it  permits  the  patient 
to  pass  several  hours  of  most  days  in  a  fairly  warm  and  dry  atmosphere 
Avhich,  owing  to  the  vicinity  of  the  sea  and  mountains,  is  comparatively 
free  from  impurities.  Its  drawbacks  are  the  winds  which  materially 
curtail  the  amount  of  open-air  life,  and  the  danger  of  chills  from  the 
contrast  of  sun  and  shade  temperature.    Early  rule,  will  do 

better  in  the  Alps,  but  there  always  remains  a  residuum  for  whom  the 
Riviera  will  be  the  most  approj^riate  climate.  Patients  for  Avhom  the 
Alps  are  too  cold  Avill  generally  do  very  well  on  the  Riviera  without  going 
so  far  afield  as  Egypt,  while  the  more  bracing  climate  will  increase  the 
resistance  of  the  body  more  than  will  that  of  Madeira.  Some  persons,  after 
one  or  two  winters  passed  in  the  Alps,  find  that  they  do  not  stand  the 
cold  so  well  as  at  first ;  such  persons  will  generally  continue  to  improve  on 
the  Riviera.  A  continuous  residence  in  the  Alps  sometimes  also  imjiairs 
the  appetite ;  this  symptom  Avill  generally  be  removed,  and  the  general 
condition  of  the  patient  ameliorated,  by  a  change  to  the  Mediterranean. 

When  the  time  of  the  year  at  which  the  disease  manifests  itself  is  too 
late  to  admit  of  the  possibility  of  Alpine  treatment,  the  spring  may  Avith 
advantage  be  passed  on  the  Riviera. 

Phthisical  imtients,  in  Avhom  the  disease  is  characterised  by  a  great 
deal  of  irritation,  as  evidenced  by  signs  of  catarrhal  pneumonia,  probably 
do  better  on  the  Mediterranean  coast  than  elseAvhere.  This  form  of 
phthisis  frequently  follows  influenza,  and  such  cases  generally  do  well. 
When  the  bronchitic  element  is  marked  the  Riviera  Avill  often  be  found 
practically  as  efficacious  as  Egj'pt,  and  is  nearer  and  less  expensive. 

Cases  of  laryngeal  phthisis  often  improve  under  appropriate  treat- 
ment at  Mentone  and  San  Remo.  Even  in  the  more  advanced  cases 
patients  may  be  sent,  if  willing  to  take  the  risk ;  for  though  there  may 
be  but  slight  hope  of  recovery,  yet  their  life  will,  on  the  Avhole,  be  easier 
than  in  England.  They  must,  however,  be  pecuniarily  in  a  position  to 
afford  every  possible  comfort. 

Amongst  the  serious  drawbacks  of  the  Riviera  must  be  mentioned 
the  numerous  social  temptations.  The  Riviera  has  become  the  favourite 
resort  of  healthy  and  wealthy  people  who  crave  for  excitement  and 
amusement,  the  charms  of  which  are  irresistible  to  their  invalid  friends, 
who  not  I'arely  lose  through  them  the  last  chance  of  recovery.  The 
danger  is  much  aggravated  by  the  mischievous  habit  amongst  patients 
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at  the  Eiviera,  not  to  place  themselves  under  the  entire  guidance  of  a 
physician,  not  to  consult  him  at  the  beginning  and  during  the  whole 
stay  about  the  manner  of  living, — hygienic,  dietetic  and  social, — but  to 
act  as  it  pleases  themselves  and  their  healthy  friends,  and  to  fly  to  the 
doctor  only  when  acutely  ill.  The  climate  itself  would  offer  very  good 
chances  to  a  great  many  consumptive  patients  if  they  were  placed  in 
well-arranged  sanatoria,  or  at  all  events  under  strict  medical  guid- 
ance ;  but  the  present  fashions  render  this  almost  impossible. 

Madeira  is  often  more  useful  in  consumptive  cases  with  much  irrita- 
bility of  constitution,  and  especially  of  the  mucous  membranes,  accom- 
panied by  a  dry  cough ;  and  in  cases  complicated  with  emphysema.  It 
deserves  a  trial  also  in  patients  with  laryngeal  irritation.  Patients  with 
much  expectoration,  or  with  a  weak  intestinal  mucous  membrane,  ought 
not  to  be  sent  to  Madeira. 

The  Canaries  have  a  wider  range  of  usefulness  than  Madeira ;  they 
are  less  humid,  and  the  principal  localities  offer  more  chance  for  exercise 
on  level  or  gently-rising  ground.  Life  there  is,  unfortunately,  very 
monotonous. 

Path  and  Arcachon  are  suitable  in  senile  cases,  and  in  complications 
with  dry  cough  and  constitutional  irritability,  where  shelter  from  wind  is 
important. 

Ajaccio  has  much  analogy  with  the  Eiviera,  but  is  better  for  patients 
with  great  irritability  of  the  system.  The  same  is  the  case  with  Algiers  : 
on  the  other  hand,  cases  with  much  expectoration  and  with  albuminuria 
generally  do  better  in  Egypt  and  on  the  Riviera. 

The  Ocean. — The  patients  most  likely  to  derive  benefit  from  the  sea- 
voyage  are  : — 

1.  Those  in  whom  symptoms  of  phthisis  form  only  part  of  a  general 
breakdown  from  overwork.  2.  Cases  of  limited  consolidation  without 
fever.  (But  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  percentage  of  cures 
amongst  such  cases  is  higher  in  the  Alps.)  3.  Quiescent  cavity  cases 
often  seem  to  do  better  at  sea  than  elsewhere ;  the  constitutional  and 
local  improvement  is  most  striking. 

The  contra-indications  to  a  sea- voyage  may  be  enumerated  as  : — 
1.  The  graver  complications,  laryngeal  and  intestinal.     2.  Debility. 
3.  Fever. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  serious  illness  at  sea  is  a  greater 
misery  than  on  shore.  Early  haemoptysis  seems  not  to  be  aggravated, 
but  cases  of  hgemoptysis  from  cavities  should  on  no  account  be  sent  to 
sea,  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  carrying  out  efficient  treatment.  The 
victims  of  phthisis  suffer  but  little  from  sea-sickness ;  the  discomforts  of 
sea- life,  however,  tell  so  much  more  on  women  than  on  men  as  prac- 
tically to  exclude  the  former.  Old  people,  also,  the  subjects  of  heart- 
disease  and  arterial  degeneration,  are  injuriously  affected  by  the  sea. 

The  treatment  of  phthisis  by  climate  in  the  British  Isles  may  be 
regarded  in  two  main  divisions  : — 

1 .  The  pvvision  of  a  summer  residence  for  those  who  winter  abroad. 
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2.  The  choice  of  a  winter  resort  for  those  whose  condition  or  circum- 
stances forbid  their  going  farther  afield. 

The  climate  of  England,  although  changeable,  is,  during  the  summer, 
bracing  and  sedative  to  the  nervous  system ;  in  this  respect  it  provides 
a  most  useful  change  to  those  who  have  wintered  in  the  more  exciting 
climates  of  the  south.  The  choice  will  have  to  be  made  between  the  dry 
and  bracing  east  coast  towns,  and  the  moister,  more  sedative,  and 
warmer  resorts  of  the  south  and  west.  For  more  vigorous  patients,  and 
particularly  for  those  coming  from  the  Riviera,  the  east  coast  resorts — ■ 
Hunstanton,  Cromer,  Yarmouth,  Lowestoft,  Felixstowe,  Ramsgate  and 
Margate  —  are  suitable  during  summer.  These  are  often  more 
beneficial  to  the  Riviera  patient  than  the  Swiss  resorts.  The  less 
vigorous,  markedly  catarrhal,  and  febrile  cases  will  generally  be  more 
benefited  by  the  resorts  of  the  south  coast — Bournemouth,  Hastings,  and 
Ventnor,  or,  in  the  west,  Ilfracombe,  Torquay,  and  Falmouth.  Hkley, 
Malvern,  and  Tunbridge  Wells,  again,  are  excellent  resorts  for  those  who 
are  injuriously  affected  by  sea  air.  Unfortunately,  the  English  winter 
climate,  owing  to  its  changeableness  and  number  of  rainy  days,  precludes 
a  great  deal  of  that  outdoor  life  so  necessary  to  the  well-being  of  the 
consumptive.  Were  the  existing  opportunities  for  outdoor  life,  however, 
more  fully  utilised — by  sun  galleries,  etc. — as  at  Folkestone  and  still 
better  at  Falkenstein,  far  better  results  would  be  obtained. 

Dr.  Williams'  statistics  (105)  show  a  slightly  smaller  proportion  of 
cures  from  winters  at  health  resorts  in  England  than  on  the  Riviera,  and 
distinctly  less  than  those  reported  from  the  Swiss  Alps.  Although, 
therefore,  the  chances  of  cure  are  somewhat  less  than  in  the  foreign 
resorts,  yet  the  risks  are  smaller.  Early  cases,  in  which  the  coui'se  of  the 
disease  requires  to  be  watched  before  deciding  upon  the  trial  of  a  foreign 
climate,  may  have  the  benefits  of  one  of  the  home  resorts.  For  cases  of 
early  consolidation,  without  fever,  or  for  partially  arrested  cases,  England  is 
a  safe  abode  all  the  year  round.  There  remain  besides,  as  Dr.  Wilson  Fox 
(31)  pointed  out,  a  certain  number  of  patients  who,  after  trying  foreign 
resorts  without  benefit,  improve  even  in  the  most  unlikely  situations  in 
England.  But  we  have  no  indications  to  guide  us  to  their  recognition. 
Cases  of  laryngeal  phthisis  should  seek  the  milder  resorts  on  the  south 
coast  if  there  be  any  doubt  as  to  the  advisability  of  their  going  abroad. 
More  severe  and  advanced  cases  will  find  opportunities  for  a  fair  amount 
of  outdoor  life  without  the  discomforts  of  a  probably  fruitless  journey 
abroad. 

The  choice  of  a  locality  rests  between  Bournemouth,  Ventnor,  Torquay, 
Queenstown  and  Hastings.  Hastings  is  not  adapted  for  other  than  the 
hardier  cases  ;  Torquay  and  Queenstown  are  i*elaxing,  but  well  suited  to 
patients  with  little  constitutional  ^-igour.  Bournemouth  and  Ventnor  are 
more  suitable  for  earlier  cases  in  the  first  and  second  stages. 

In  conclusion,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  though  Ave  have  some 
few  clinical  rules  Avhich  may  help  us  in  the  selection  of  a  climate,  yet  the 
issue  of  the  selection  lies  mainly  in  the  patient's  own  hands.  Those 
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patients  do  best  who  bear  in  mind  that  climatic  change  is  the  smallest 
factor  in  the  treatment  which  is  to  restore  them  to  health,  and  setting 
before  themselves  the  recovery  of  health  as  their  single  aim,  submit 
to  a  regulated  manner  of  life.  Nor  can  we  ignore  in  this  respect  the 
sanatorium  method  of  treatment  against  which  such  unfortunate  preju- 
dice exists,  but  which  has  undoubtedly  yielded  admirable  results. 

Bronehitis,  or  Chronic  Bronchial  Catarrh,  in  young  people  is  in 
general  better  influenced  by  mountain  climate  than  by  the  sea-side  ;  but  in 
old  persons  the  mountains  are  often  injurious,  and  amongst  the  localities 
abroad  the  warm  sea-side  places  of  the  Riviera  or  the  climate  of  Egypt, 
of  Algeria,  of  the  south-west  of  France  or  of  the  Canaries,  are  beneficial ; 
or  Hastings,  Bournemouth,  Ventnor,  Falmouth,  Penzance  in  England. 
Whenever  there  is  much  expectoration  the  drier  climates  are  better  than 
the  more  humid ;  but  if  there  be  irritable  cough  without  expectoration, 
the  latter  are  preferable,  such  as  Madeira,  Algiers,  Pau,  Arcachon, 
Torc|uay,  Queenstown.  In  albuminuria,  however  slight,  the  mountain 
climates  are  to  be  avoided,  while  Egypt  and  the  Riviera  are  often  bene- 
ficial ;  the  same  is  mostly  the  case  with  gouty  bronchitis. 

Emphysema  with  much  expectoration  is  favourably  influenced  by  dry 
and  warm  inland  and  coast  climates  ;  if  it  be  attended  with  dry  cough, 
the  more  humid  climates  of  Madeira,  Pau,  Algiers  and  Torquay  are 
preferable.  High  elevations  are  not  suitable,  but  moderate  elevations  are 
so  in  summer. 

Asthma  often  does  not  allow  a  decided  opinion  without  a  trial.  Of 
two  apparently  similar  cases  one  may  bear  a  certain  place  well,  the  other  not. 
In  general  we  can  say  that  younger  subjects  are  more  benefited  by  long 
residence  in  the  Alps  than  by  any  other  climate  or  place.  If  possible 
their  education  should  be  conducted  at  high  elevations.  Senile  patients 
with  much  expectoration  ought  to  try  Egypt  or  the  Riviera ;  with  little 
expectoration  and  irritating  cough,  Pau,  Arcachon,  Algiers,  Ajaccio,  or 
South  Devon  and  Cornwall  in  England,  or  Queenstown  in  Ireland.  Many 
asthmatic  persons  are  better  in  London  than  elsewhere.  In  nervous 
asthma  a  cautious  trial  is  required  to  find  the  most  suitable  localities. 

Scrofula  in  its  various  forms  requires  improvement  of  nutrition,  and 
mostly  acceleration  of  tissue  change.  Residence  at  the  sea -side  is 
most  useful.  Scrofulous  children  ought  to  be  educated  at  the  sea-side. 
The  sea-coasts  of  England  are  pre-eminently  adapted  to  this  treatment ; 
but  in  delicate  children,  with  little  reactive  power,  the  winters  ought 
to  be  spent  at  warmer  coasts,  such  as  the  Mediterranean,  or  Ajaccio,  or 
Algiers,  or  Biarritz,  or  Arcachon.  Sea-voyages  are  likewise  very  useful. 
Alpine  climates,  too,  offer  advantages,  but  in  the  majority  of  cases  the 
sea  is  to  be  preferred. 

Gouty  and  rheumatic  affections  are  aggravated  by  damp  cold  and 
winds.  They  require  dry  soil  and  warm  and  dry  inknd  climates,  such 
as  the  desert  of  Egypt  or  Algeria,  and  southern  slopes  of  mountains,  or 
fairly  warm  sea-shores. 

Affections  of  the  heart  include  so  many  vaiieties  that  each  class  of 


294 


SYSTEM  OF  MEDICINE 


case  requires  special  management.  On  the  whole,  high  elevation  ought  to 
be  avoided,  excepting  in  mitral  cases  with  good  compensation.  Moderate 
elevations  from  500  to  2500  feet  with  level  walks  are  mostly  preferable 
to  the  sea-shore.    The  winter  should  l)e  spent  in  warm  inland  climates. 

In  diseases  of  the  kidneys  and  chronic  catarrh  of  the  bladder 
warm  and  dry  climates  act  beneficially,  by  rendering  the  skin  more 
active,  and  thus  relieving  the  work  of  the  kidneys.  Good  milk  ought  to 
be  obtainable  at  the  resorts  for  these  complaints.  Elevated  regions  are 
mostly  unsuitable. 

The  diseases  of  the  organs  of  digestion  are  so  multiform  that  one 
cannot  lay  down  general  rules.  In  convalescence  from  chronic  catarrh 
of  the  colon  and  dysentery  of  malarious  origin,  dry  elevated  regions  are 
useful.  The  same  is  the  case  with  chronic  flatulent  dyspepsia,  which 
often  disappears  rapidly  on  ascending,  for  instance,  from  Italy  to  the 
Engadine.  Dry  and  warm  inland  climates  may  likewise  be  recommended, 
especially  where  high  elevations  and  sea -voyages  are  not  suitable. 
Localities  which  offer  inducement  to  open-air  exercise  deserve  special 
attention.  If,  as  frequently  is  the  case,  these  complaints  are  only  symp- 
toms of  nerve  affections,  the  latter  demand  the  principal  consideration. 

Malarious  affections  in  general  are  benefited  by  high  elevations  Avith 
dry  and  sunny  air,  and  in  summer  especially  by  the  air  of  glaciers. 

Cases  of  ansemia  and  chlorosis  require  climates  where  the  invalids 
can  sit  or  lie  the  whole  day  in  the  open  air  without  fatigue — such  as 
sunny  moderate  elevations,  and  the  cooler  marine  resorts  in  summer  and 
the  warmer  in  winter.  Sea -voyages  and  yachting  are  useful  for  good 
sailors.  Only  a  moderate  amount  of  exercise  is  to  be  permitted,  with 
easy  and  genial  mental  and  social  occupation,  and  inducement  to  take 
a  proper  amount  of  food. 

In  the  treatment  of  affections  of  the  nervous  system,  especially  in 
those  called  functional,  climate  can  take  a  fair  share.  In  mental  depression, 
and  also  in  different  forms  of  hypochondriasis,  travelling,  sea-voyages, 
frequent  change  of  residence  to  places  of  historical  interest,  which  afford 
at  the  same  time  social  attractions  and  facilities  for  open-air  life  and 
exercise,  are  often  attended  with  excellent  results.  Rome,  Florence, 
NajDles,  Sicily,  Egypt,  Athens  and  Greece,  Palestine  and  Asia  Minor, 
have  in  our  experience  often  assisted  recovery,  and  enabled  the  suiferer  to 
return  to  home  life  and  active  mental  occupation. 

In  cerebral  exhaustion  from  overwork,  or  from  ill-regulated  and 
unsuccessful  work,  and  in  the  numerous  forms  of  nerve  failure  in  men  as 
well  as  women  (Weir  Mitchell's  IFear  and  Tear),  often  comprised  under  the 
much-abused  term  of  "  neurasthenia,"  change  of  climate  and  surroundings 
is  often  an  essential  help ;  but  the  nature  of  the  change  must  depend  on 
the  degree  of  exhaustion  and  on  the  mental  and  physical  constitution  of 
the  invalid.  In  cases  not  too  advanced  occurring  in  fairly  robust  persons, 
prolonged  residence  near  glaciers,  or  at  all  events  in  the  Alps,  in  winter  as 
well  as  in  siimmer,  with  graduated  exercise  and  in  cheerful  company,  has 
often  proved  most  beneficial ;  while  in  cases  of  greater  exhaustion  or  of 
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low  resisting  power,  better  remedies  will  be  found  in  yachting  in 
warmer  regions ;  and  in  wintering  in  the  Riviera,  in  Algiers,  in  Sicily,  in 
Rome,  in  Naples,  or  in  Egypt,  where  under  such  circumstances  the  Nile 
journeys  on  a  dahabeyah  are  more  restful  and  mostly  preferable  to  those 
on  steamboats.  Time,  however,  is  necessary,  varying  from  some  months 
to  some  years. 

Neuralgia  is  to  be  treated  according  to  its  nature.  If  it  be  of  gouty  or 
rheumatic  or  dyspeptic  origin,  it  falls  under  these  several  heads ;  if,  as 
is  often  the  case,  it  is  one  of  the  earlier  symptoms  of  nervous  exhaus- 
tion, the  suggestions  given  above  are  applicable  to  it. 

Diabetes,  if  acute,  requires  strict  treatment  at  home ;  but  in  persons 
affected  with  chronic  diabetes,  or  with  different  degrees  of  glycosuria  (which 
are  of  widely  varying  nature),  climatic  treatment  can  be  rendered  more 
or  less  beneficial  according  to  the  nature  of  the  case.  In  gouty  constitu- 
tions, for  instance,  where  corpulence  is  not  rare,  and  where  glucose  in  the 
urine  often  alternates  with  excess  of  uric  acid,  the  indications  are  similar 
to  those  in  gouty  and  corpulent  persons.  In  invalids,  where  glycosuria 
is  one  of  the  manifestations  of  nerve  failure,  we  may  recommend,  accord- 
ing to  the  degree  of  strength  and  resisting  power,  long  residence  at  high 
elevations,  or  sunny  inland  and  sea-shore  localities.  In  addition  to  the 
considerations  mentioned  under  the  head  of  affections  of  the  nervous 
system,  we  have  in  glycosuric  cases  to  bear  dietetics  in  mind,  and  see 
that  the  plan  of  diet  recommended  can  be  carried  out. 

Polyuria  or  diabetes  insipidus  is  mostly  a  symptom,  sometimes  one 
of  the  earliest,  of  disorder  of  a  nerve  centre.  As  valerianate  of  zinc  and 
similar  remedies  have  a  beneficial  action,  so  have  Alpine  climates  com- 
bined with  open-air  life,  but  without  fatigue. 

In  the  state  of  convalescence  from  acute  disease  climatic  treatment  is 
often  very  useful,  especially  in  tardy  eonvaleseenee.  We  have  to  bear 
in  mind  that  the  whole  system  is  weakened,  and  that  there  is  increased 
liability  to  disease  of  different  organs  from  over -fatigue  in  travelling, 
injudicious  exercise  or  food,  cold  winds,  damp,  etc.  It  is  therefore  often 
advisable  to  begin  with  change  to  a  good  place  within  easy  reach,  and  to 
proceed  later  to  more  distant  localities.  Great  heat  and  cold  are  equally 
to  be  avoided,  and  much  patience  is  often  required.  Important  though 
this  subject  be,  in  a  climatic  point  of  view,  we  must  restrict  ourselves  to 
these  cursory  remarks,  and  leave  more  detailed  suggestions  to  the  authors 
on  the  several  diseases. 

Climacteric  changes,  in  the  wider  sense  of  the  term,  frequently  need 
climatic  treatment.  The  deviations  connected  with  the  so-called  "  change 
of  life  "  in  women  are  well  recognised ;  but  in  both  sexes  the  quick  rise 
to  a  higher  stage  of  development,  as  well  as  the  rapid  descent  to  a  lower 
stage,  and  also  the  delay  of  development,  are  often  attended  by  a 
variety  of  disorders  of  the  nervous  system  which  manifest  themselves 
in  physical  and  mental  disorders  of  most  varied  nature.  The  develop- 
ment and  the  cessation  of  the  sexual  functions  are  the  most  perceptible 
signs  of  climacteric  periods ;  but  other  important  functions  undergo 


296 


SYSl'EM  OF  MEDICINE 


like  changes,  and  the  harmony  or  equilibrium  of  the  whole  organism 
becomes  sometimes  disturbed  for  shorter  or  longer  periods.  The  more 
invigorating  climates  are  mostly  preferable,  but  diversion  of  the  mind 
greatly  assists  the  adaptation  of  the  altered  functions  to  the  system  at 
large.  We  have  to  bear  in  mind  that  there  is  increased  "  vulnerability," 
and  that  over-exertion  and  other  risks  are  to  be  avoided ;  otherwise  the 
physical  climatic  elements  of  places  need  not  be  so  carefully  selected, 
while  localities  offering  change,  exhilaration  and  mental  recreation  deserve 
special  recommendation,  such  as  Florence,  Eome,  the  Gulf  of  Naples, 
Sicily,  Greece,  Spain,  Asia  Minor,  Egypt,  Algeria,  the  United  States  of 
America,  the  artistic  centres  of  France,  Germany,  Holland  and  Belgium, 
and  so  forth,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  individual  cases. 

Senile  decay,  whether  simply  natural  or  premature,  is  to  be  regarded 
as  one  of  the  climacteric  changes ;  but  in  these  cases  Ave  have  to  meet 
permanently  diminished  vital  powers ;  hence  the  necessity  of  looking  for 
localities  where  the  demands  on  the  weakened  organism  are  more 
moderate  than  at  home,  and  the  mental  faculties  are  at  the  same  time 
gently  stimulated.  The  first  Lord  Brougham  showed  his  Avisdom  in 
spending  the  winters  of  his  advanced  life  at  Cannes. 

We  could  go  on  almost  indefinitely  to  enumerate  morbid  conditions 
which  can  be  benefited  by  judicious  use  of  climatic  changes,  but  for  a 
mere  survey  we  have  probably  said  enough.  We  must  content  our- 
selves with  a  mere  allusion  to  the  prophylactic  value  of  climates.  As 
we  have  alluded  under  the  head  of  scrofula  to  the  advisability  of 
educating  children  with  scrofulous  tendencies  at  the  sea-side,  so  we  may 
say  that  in  hereditary  or  acquired  tendency  to  tubercular  phthisis 
education  at  well-selected  elevated  localities  is  much  to  be  recommended, 
for  instance  at  St.  Moritz,  Davos,  or  "  les  Avants." 

Moreover,  we  constantly  meet  Avith  persons  Avho  haA'e  no  measurable 
disease,  but  are  in  a  state  of  health,  physical  or  mental,  in  Avhich  slight 
injurious  influences  may  do  mischief.  In  such  states  a  judiciously 
arranged  climatic  change  Avill  often  lead  to  the  recovery  of  health  and 
energy. 

Utilisation  of  Home  and  Home  Climates. — We  Avill  restrict  ourseh^es 
in  this  chapter  to  the  life  of  the  invalid  in  English  climates  and  in  his 
own  house.  We  must  consider  the  disadvantages  as  Avell  as  the  adA'an- 
tages.  We  cannot  help  acknoAvledging  that  there  is  some  truth  in  the 
description  which  that  sympathetic  observer,  the  elder  Dumas,  puts  into 
the  mouth  of  D'Artagnan  in  Vingt  Aiis  Apres,  the  "  Jiays  oil  il  fait  froid 
toujours,  oil  le  beau  temps  est  du  brouillard,  le  brouillard  de  la  pluie,  la 
pluie  du  deluge  ;  oil  le  soleil  resemble  a  la  lune,  et  la  lune  a  un  fromage 
a  la  creme."  Nor  can  Ave  forget  that  Ave  frequently  meet  Avith  cases 
similar  to  that  of  a  singer  from  Spain  whom  Ave  often  found  on  her  sick- 
bed humming  Avords  from  Geibel's  "  Spanish  Gipsy  Boy  in  the  North  "  : — ^ 

1  She  was  a  consumptive  patient  who  was  unable  or  disinclined  to  eat,  and  whom  we 
could  only  induce  to  do  so  by  the  constant  promise  to  send  her  to  Malaga,  where  she 
ultimately  recovered. 
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Dieser  Nebel  driickt  mich  nieder 
Der  die  Sonne  mir  entfernt 
Und  die  alten  lust'gen  Lieder 
Hab'  icb  alle  fast  verlernt. 

.  Immer  in  die  Melodien 
Schleicht  der  Eine  Klang  sich  ein  ; 
In  die  Heimath  mcicht'  ich  ziehen, 
In  das  Land  vol!  Sonnenschein  ! 

We  must  acknowledge  that  the  climates  of  England  are  rather  moist, 
that  the  air  is  often  dviU  and  sunless,  that  rain  falls  on  comparatively 
many  days,  and  is  distributed  over  many  hours,  that  the  wind  is  often 
high  and  chilling,  and  that  the  shelter  is  limited.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  hygienic  conditions  are  better  than  anywhere  else,  the  food  is  good, 
and  the  separation  from  the  family  is  less.  The  climates  of  England 
belong,  as  we  have  said,  to  the  most  health-giving  climates  for  the  fairly 
vigorous,  but  are  less  good  for  the  delicate  invalid.  If,  however,  a 
delicate  person  is  obliged  to  stay  at  home  or  near  home,  it  is  often 
possible  for  him  by  judicious  management  to  obtain  great  benefit  by 
availing  himself  of  all  the  advantages,  and  defending  himself  from  the 
injurious  influences  of  the  home  climates. 

It  is  doubly  necessary  for  him  to  attend  under  medical  guidance  to 
the  seven  points  which  we  formulated  on  p.  285.  If  we  carefully 
examine  the  good  results  obtained  at  foreign  climatic  health  resorts,  we 
often  find  that  they  are  not  so  much  due  to  the  climatic  advantages  of 
those  localities  as  to  the  hygienic  and  dietetic  management  and  the 
whole  manner  of  living.  We  see,  for  instance,  that  the  results  obtained 
at  Gorbersdorf,  at  Falkenstein,  and  at  Hohenhonnef  are  at  least  as  good 
as  those  gained  at  Davos,  at  St.  Moritz,  and  Colorado ;  and  yet  in  the 
prominent  climatic  conditions — namely,  the  elevation,  the  number  of 
sunny  hours,  the  diathermancy  of  the  atmosphere — the  three  former 
localities  are  decidedly  inferior  to  the  three  latter ;  but  in  these  the 
hygienic  and  dietetic  arrangements,  and  especially  the  open-air  treatment 
and  the  limits  of  exercise,  are  under  careful  supervision.  We  could  give 
many  instances  from  which  we  ought  to  gain  hope  that  in  our  home 
climates,  inferior  as  they  are  for  the  management  of  many  delicate 
persons,  satisfactory  results  may  be  obtained.  A  great  source  of  difficulty 
is  that  at  home  the  invalid  is  not  inclined  to  devote  the  whole  day  to 
health  matters,  to  walking  or  lying  in  the  open  air,  to  taking  the  necessary 
numerous  meals ;  but  if  it  be  once  recognised  that  life  depends  on  it,  the 
majority  of  invalids  will  endeavour  to  obey. 

Most  important  points  for  an  invalid  at  home  are  the  selection  of  a 
residence  and  the  arrangement  of  the  rooms  he  lives  in.  If  it  be  possible 
for  him  to  choose  his  house,  let  it  be  on  a  dry  soil  or  rock,  on  a  southern 
slope,  and  not  at  the  bottom  of  a  valley ;  let  it  be  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  woods,  pine  woods  by  preference,  and  let  the  woods  be  between  the 
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prevalent  cold  winds  and  the  house.  An  abundant  supply  of  good  water 
is  likewise  necessary.  The  house  ought  to  have  a  svmny  verandah  with 
movable  glass  walls.  All  the  rooms  inhabited  by  the  invalid  should  be 
towards  the  sun,  and  ventilated  by  day  and  by  night.  Couches  for  lying 
out  of  doors  or  in  open  verandahs  or  galleries,  and  seats  with  shelter, 
movable  against  the  wind,  ought  to  be  provided.  Such  arrangements 
are  expensive  for  single  persons ;  but  it  ought  not  to  be  difficult  to  found 
establishments  for  a  number  of  cases,  with  diminution  of  expense  and 
increase  of  convenience,  with  well- arranged  walks,  with  large  screens 
against  the  cold  winds ;  such  establishments  ought  to  l)e  under  constant 
medical  guidance.  There  is,  we  know,  a  certain  amount  of  prejudice  in 
England  against  strict  medical  supervision,  but  if  it  were  once  realised 
that  many  lives  can  be  saved  in  such  establishments  and  under  such 
judicious  guidance,  which,  even  at  the  best  climatic  health  resorts,  are 
otherwise  lost,  the  opinion  of  the  profession  and  the  public  would  gradu- 
ally become  favourable  to  them. 

It  is  a  matter  of  great  importance  that  the  invalid  who  remains  at 
his  home  or  in  his  own  country  should  feel  that  he  is  not  doomed  to  die, 
that  he  should  retain  his  energy  and  his  firm  will  to  regain  his  health. 
Every  one  of  us  has  many  pleasant  memories  of  patients  whose  cases  did 
not  look  promising  at  first,  but  who,  by  their  firm  will  and  their  judicious 
and  dutiful  perseverance,  entirely  recovered  under  indifferent  external 
circumstances.  The  qualities  of  energy,  perseverance,  and  hope  cannot 
be  over-estimated  in  the  treatment  of  chronic  disease  by  climate. 

Hermann  Weber. 

Michael  G.  Foster. 
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ARTIFICIAL  AEROTHERAPEUTICS 

By  artificial  aerotherapeutics  we  mean  the  treatment  of  disease  by 
atmospheres  artificially  jirepared,  and  differing  from  the  normal  either  in 
composition,  pressure,  or  temperature.  This  will  serve  as  a  rough  defini- 
tion of  our  subject,  but  it  must  not  be  considered  as  exhaustive,  for 
nature  herself  supplies  exceptions  to  the  normal  standard  in  the  varieties 
of  atmosphere  caused  by  the  emission  of  gases  in  volcanic  districts,  in  the 
density  of  air  in  mines,  and  in  its  rarefaction  on  mountains. 
The  subject  may  naturally  l)e  divided  into  two  portions — 

A.  Artificial  atmospheres  produced  by  variations  in  the  relative  pro- 
portions of  the  gaseous  components  of  air,  or  those  produced  by 
admixture  with  gases  or  elements  other  than  those  of  the  atmosphere. 

B.  Artificial  atmospheres  produced  by  variation  in  the  barometric 
pressure. 

Of  aptifieial  atmospheres  we  have  a  familiar  example  in  the  air  of 
great  cities,  which  contains  innjurities,  varying  with  the  materials  used  for 
heating,  lighting,  and  manufactures.  In  foggy  states  of  the  air,  such  as 
occasionally  prevail  in  London  and  other  towns,  sulphuretted  hydrogen 
and  carburetted  hydrogen  have  been  detected  in  the  atmosphere ;  the 
former  arises  from  sewer  gas,  and  can  easily  be  demonstrated  by  the 
blacking  of  white  lead  paint  on  the  exterior  of  buildings  ;  the  carburetted 
hydrogen,  the  result  of  the  escape  of  coal  gas,  may  be  detected  by  its 
odour,  unless  it  have  j^assed  through  some  thickness  of  earth.    In  addi- 
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tion  to  excess  of  carbonic  dioxide  and  aqueous  vapour,  carbonic  monoxide, 
sulphurous  acid  and  ammonia,  and  organic  matter  are  present ;  and  if 
there  be  factories,  unless  the  Smoke  Abatement  Act  be  rigidly  observed, 
their  products  mingle  with  the  atmosphere,  making  it  deviate  still  more 
from  the  normal.  Thirty  years  ago  the  air  of  Manchester  contained  so 
much  sulphurous  acid  that  the  late  Dr.  Angus  Smith  was  in  the  habit  of 
saying  that  when  it  rained .  in  Manchester  it  did  not  rain  water,  but 
dilute  sulphuric  acid  from  the  condensation  of  the  sul^jhurous  acid  fumes 
in  water. 

We  must,  however,  confine  ourselves  to  those  modifications  of  atmo- 
sphere which  can  be  applied  to  the  treatment  of  disease,  and  we  must 
likewise  extend  our  observations  to  the  application  of  gases  of  different 
kinds  to  therapeutic  uses. 

A.  Medicated  Atmospheres. — Inhalation  is  the  most  common  form  of 
applying  medicated  atmospheres  to  the  human  body,  the  lungs  being  the 
medium  of  communication.  The  best  instances  of  inhalation  are  certain 
gases,  such  as  oxygen,  nitrous  oxide  and  carbonic  acid,  which  have  been 
used  for  therapeutic  purposes ;  and  again  the  vapour  of  certain  medicines 
volatile  at  low  temperatures,  such  as  ether,  chloroform,  nitrite  of  amyl, 
tetrachloride  of  carbon,  iodide  of  ethyl  and  the  like. 

There  is  no  method  of  artificial  aerotherapeutics  so  successful  as  this ; 
in  most  cases  the  full  physiological  effects  of  the  drug  are  produced  very 
speedily,  as  is  seen  in  chloroform  inhalation,  where  a  few  seconds  or 
minutes  suffice  to  render  the  patient  unconscious  :  as  the  gaseous  nature 
of  the  agent  renders  it  easy  of  absorption  by  the  lungs,  it  passes  speedily 
by  the  circulation  to  the  brain  and  spinal  cord,  producing  characteristic 
effects. 

The  methods  of  inhalation  principally  in  use  are  as  follows  : — 
I.  Inhalation  of  gases,  such  as  oxygen  and  nitrous  oxide.  II.  Inhala- 
tion of  vapours  of  certain  medicines  volatile  at  low  temperatures,  such  as 
ether  and  chloroform.  III.  Vapours  of  substances  requiring  heat  for 
volatilisation,  such  as  mercury  and  sulphur.  IV.  Moist  warm  inhalations. 
V.  Cold  medicated  sprays. 

I.  Of  the  first  class  the  inhalation  of  oxijgen  has  lately  come  into 
extensive  use  to  relieve  dyspnoea  and  cyanosis  in  pneumonia,  capillary 
bronchitis,  and  like  states.  It  would  appear  that  oxygen  combines  with  the 
haemoglobin  of  the  red  corpuscles  of  the  blood,  and  that  the  quantity 
absorbed  depends  upon  the  pressure  of  the  atmosphere  and  the  amount 
of  haemoglobin  present  in  the  blood.  Paul  Bert  took  blood  which,  under 
the  ordinary  atmospheric  pressure,  absorbed  14  per  cent  by  volume  of 
oxygen,  and  shook  it  up  Avith  oxygen  under  increased  atmospheric  pres- 
sure;  he  found  under  6  atmospheres  it  contained  19 '2  per  cent  by 
volume  of  oxygen,  under  12  atmospheres  26  per  cent,  and  under  18 
atmospheres  31  "1  per  cent,  thus  absorbing  the  element  in  accordance 
with  Dalton's  well-known  law  of  gases.  The  highest  limit  of  absorption 
reached  in  animals  inhaling  an  atmosphere  containing  oxygen  of  increased 
density  was  28  to  30  per  cent  by  volume  of  oxygen  in  arterial  blood. 
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Pure  oxygen  under  a  pressure  of  3 "5  atmospheres  was  fatal  to  animals, 
inducing  first  slight  trembling  of  the  extremities,  followed  l)y  stronger 
convulsions  repeated  at  regular  intervals,  but  becoming  weaker  and 
weaker  till  death  supervened.  For  therapeutic  purposes  oxygen  is  sup- 
plied under  high  pressure  in  iron  cylinders  ;  the  gas  is  admitted  into 
an  intermediate  india-rubber  bag  whence  it  flows  through  a  mouthpiece 
or  tube  into  the  mouth,  or  in  some  cases  through  a  pipe  inserted  into 
the  nostrils. 

This  means  has  been  tried  in  apparently  desperate  cases  of  pneu- 
monia and  of  capillary  bronchitis  where  cyanosis  and  unconsciousness 
have  been  the  striking  features.  In  almost  all  these  patients  improve- 
ment has  followed ;  the  colour  has  brightened,  consciousness  has 
returned,  and  respiration  and  pulse  rates  have  fallen  ;  but  in  many  of 
them  the  improvement  was  but  temporary,  though  the  rally  might 
be  repeated  more  than  once  before  death,  which  was  usually  sudden. 
Such  is  my  general  experience ;  but  in  one  case  it  certainly 
bridged  over  the  crisis,  and  permanently  relieved  the  dyspnoea  and 
cyanosis.  In  all  the  successful  cases  of  oxygen  administration  in  pneu- 
monia the  improvement  and  ultimate  recovery  seem  to  have  depended 
on  the  continuous  use  of  the  remedy ;  it  is  therefore  better  to  ad- 
minister oxygen  in  smaller  quantity  for  hours,  possibly  for  days,  than  in 
a  large  quantity  for  a  short  time.  It  is  possible  that  the  sudden  deaths 
recorded  may  be  due  to  over-stimulation  and  exhaustion  of  the  respira- 
tory or  cardiac  centre  by  the  oxygen.  This  inhalation  has  been  used  in 
the  cyanosis  of  advanced  emphysema  and  in  asthma,  but  only  vnth 
temporary  benefit  in  either.  Dming  their  balloon  ascents  the  French 
aeronauts  Croce-Spinelli  and  Sivel  succeeded  in  alleviating  and  even  dis- 
pelling the  symptoms  of  giddiness,  nausea,  faintness,  and  the  increased 
respiration  and  pulse  rate  by  inhaling  a  mixture  of  oxygen  and  nitrogen 
containing  from  40  to  70  per  cent  of  the  latter ;  this  they  began  to  use 
at  an  elevation  of  5000  metres. 

Nitrous  oxide,  or  laughing  gas,  on  account  of  its  harmlessness,  is 
largely  used  as  an  anaesthetic,  especially  by  dentists.  It  is  also 
employed  during  surgical  operations,  but  seldom  alone,  as  its  effect  is  not 
sufficiently  lasting. 

Gcu'bonic  acid  in  small  quantities  has  been  inhaled  for  phthisis  and 
other  lung  affections,  and  is  reported  to  have  a  sedative  effect  on  the 
cough.  It  is  far  too  dangerous  a  gas  to  use  as  a  therapeutic  agent,^  though 
we  often  witness  its  influence  on  man  in  atmospheres  rendered  impure 
by  human  exhalations  :  hei'e,  howevei',  the  percentage  of  carbonic  acid  is 
still  small,  and  possibly  some  of  the  evil  effects  may  be  due  to  other 

'  Carbonic  acid,  mixed  witli  sulpliuretted  hj'drogeu,  has  beeu  used  by  Dr.  Bergeou  of 
Lyons  as  a  gaseous  injection  per  rectum.  Claude  Bernard  showed  that  certain  gases,  toxic 
when  inhaled,  might  be  absorbed  by  the  colon  in  large  quantities  without  any  bad  eifeots, 
and  thence  passing  into  the  portal  system,  and  reaching  the  heart  and  pulmonary  circulation, 
lie  eliminated  from  the  system  through  the  lungs.  Dr.  Bergeon  professed  to  cure  lung 
tuberculosis  in  this  way,  but  the  treatment  failed  after  a  fair  trial  at  the  hands  of  myself  and 
others. 
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impurities,  such  as  the  organic  matters  mingled  with  it.  The  symptoms 
of  excess  of  carbonic  acid  in  the  air  are  headache,  drowsiness,  vertigo, 
and,  in  time,  increasing  feebleness  of  the  heart's  action  with  slowness 
of  pulse,  the  respirations  being  quickened  even  to  gasping.  I  have 
often  thought  that  the  relief  which  suddenly  comes  to  asthmatics  at  the 
height  of  a  paroxysm,  when  lividity  and  feebleness  of  pulse  proclaim  the 
accumulation  of  the  products  of  respiration  in  the  blood,  may  be  due  to 
the  lowering  of  the  sensibility  of  the  nerve  centres  by  the  carbonic  acid. 
I  remember  a  female  asthmatic  in  whom,  during  a  severe  spasm,  there 
was  complete  cyanosis,  the  nails  and  lips  turning  quite  blue.  The 
respirations  became  fearfully  laboured,  the  pulse  slow  and  ii'regular,  and 
at  last  ajjparently  stopped  altogether.  She  fell  back  in  the  bed,  and 
my  assistant  thought  she  was  dead ;  but  at  the  next  moment  the  colour 
returned  to  her  lips  and  face,  the  pulse  beat  again,  she  heaved  a  deep 
sigh,  and  her  breathing  once  more  became  easy.  I  could  not  account  for 
these  phenomena  in  any  other  way  than  that  the  accumulation  of  the 
gases  of  respiration,  and  principally  the  carbonic  acid,  acted  as  an 
anaesthetic  to  the  medulla  and  the  pulmonary  and  cardiac  plexus. 

CMorine  was  largely  used  by  the  late  Dr.  A.  T.  Thomson,  who  con- 
sidered it  "  the  best  topical  expectorant  and  the  most  salutary  excitant  to 
the  mucous  membrane  that  had  yet  been  inhaled " ;  other  authorities, 
like  Laennec  and  Dr.  Stokes,  found  chlorine  too  irritating  for  inhalation. 
It  was  at  one  time  largely  used  for  disinfecting  purposes,  and  is  very 
effective,  but  its  strong,  pungent  smell  is  offensive.  A  useful  and  less 
pungent  form  of  inhalation  is  chloride  of  ammonium  vapour :  this  is 
made  by  mixing  the  vapours  of  liquid  ammonia  and  fuming  hydro- 
chloric acid,  the  chloride  of  ammonium  fumes  are  then  purified  from  any 
excess  of  hydrochloric  acid  by  passing  them  through  water.  Thence 
they  are  drawn  through  a  tube  into  the  pharynx,  larynx,  and  nasal 
passages,  and  prove  beneficial  in  pharyngeal  and  nasal  catarrh. 

Iodine  was  employed  foi*  inhalation  by  Laennec,  Berton,  Murray  and 
Scudamore  for  the  treatment  of  phthisis ;  the  patients  either  inhaling 
the  vapour  itself  for  a  short  period,  or  being  surrounded  by  an  atmo- 
sphere strongly  impregnated  with  iodine.  All  these  authors  speak  very 
favourably  of  the  results  obtained.  My  personal  experience  of  the 
iodine  vapour  is  favourable,  but  I  have  never  seen  it  arrest  tuberculosis. 
Iodine'  is  a  strong  antiseptic,  and  probably  exercises  a  bactericidal  action 
on  surfaces  immediately  exposed  to  its  influence,  but  that  it  has  any 
effect  on  the  progress  of  tuberculisation  in  the  lung  itself  I  much 
doubt.  Iodine  vapour  has  been  administered  with  advantage  in  laryngeal 
diseases. 

II.  In  the  second  method  certain  liquids  are  used  which  are  volatile 
at  low  temperatures,  such  as  ether,  chloroform,  bichloride  of  methylene, 
tetrachloride  of  carbon  and  the  like.  These  are  almost  entirely  employed 
as  anaesthetic  inhalations,  either  in  a  pure  condition  or  occasionally,  as  in 
the  case  of  chloroform,  mixed  with  a  certain  percentage  of  air ;  their 
uses  as  anaesthetics,  however,  will  not  be  considered  here. 
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III.  The  chief  substances  requiring  heat  for  volatilisation  which  are 
used  in  aerotherapeutics  are  Meroir//  and  Sulphur.  In  the  so-called 
mercurial  and  sulphur  baths  the  patient,  covered  up  with  a  sheet,  sits  on 
a  chair,  Avith  a  spirit-lamp  or  gas-jet  underneath  by  which  the  drug  is 
heated  to  vaporisation ;  the  vapour  envelops  the  patient,  and  is  absorbed 
to  a  large  extent  by  the  skin.  If  the  evaporation  of  steam  accom- 
pany this  process  the  skin  is  better  prepared  for  the  reception  of  the 
drug.  From  time  immemorial,  mercurial  vapoiu'  has  been  used  in  India 
and  Arabia  for  exciting  salivation  in  certain  diseases,  and  it  was  employed 
later  in  the  south  of  Europe.  In  England  the  practice  was  resuscitated 
by  Jackson,  and  more  completely  by  Mr.  Henry  Lee,  who  introduced 
mercurial  baths  largely  into  the  treatment  of  syphilis.  Mr.  Lee  used 
calomel,  and,  in  order  to  get  rid  of  the  possible  excess  of  hydrochloric 
acid,  baked  the  calomel  before  each  bath  :  in  this  method  the  jsowder  is 
laid  on  a  circular  plate,  surrounded  by  a  trough  containing  water  which  the 
flame  soon  converts  into  steam  ;  at  the  same  time  the  calomel  is  vaj^orised. 
The  patient  is  enveloped  in  a  cloak,  which,  fastened  round  the  neck,  pre- 
vents the  calomel  vapour  from  escaping ;  this  is  occasionally  unfastened 
during  the  fumigation  to  allow  of  a  short  period  of  inhalation  also.  Another 
method  of  mercurial  fumigation  is  by  Trousseau's  cigarettes,  which  con- 
sist of  blotting-paper  soaked  in  a  solution  of  nitrate  of  mercury  and 
nitric  acid.  These  were  recommended  by  Trousseau  for  chronic  laryn- 
gitis, as  well  as  for  syphilitic  pharyngitis  and  laryngitis.  The  sulphur 
baths  are  prepared  and  conducted  in  the  same  way  as  the  mercurial ;  and 
have  been  employed  for  scabies  and  other  parasitic  affections  of  the  skin. 

IV.  For  moist,  warm  inhalations,  where  sfeoDi  or  warm  water  vapour 
is  the  medium  for  applying  medicinal  agents  to  the  lungs,  the  apparatus 
vary  greatly.  The  simplest  form  is  a  wide-mouthed  jug  or  gallipot 
filled  with  boiling  water  into  which  a  drug  is  thrown ;  the  patient, 
taking  deep  respirations,  draws  the  vapour  into  his  mouth  and  nostrils 
through  a  napkin  arranged  in  the  form  of  a  tube.  More  comi:)ii- 
cated  are  the  steam  spray  apparatus  of  Siegle,  Oertel,  Robert  Lee, 
Codman  and  Shurteff',  and  others.  In  some  hospitals,  as  in  the  Brompton, 
steam  and  sprays  are  fitted  up  in  separate  rooms,  so  that  the  patients  can 
inhale  without  admission  of  the  moist  air  into  the  ward.  This  class  of  in- 
halations beneficially  afiects  the  bronchial  tubes,  specially  in  inflamma- 
tory or  catarrhal  conditions,  by  promoting  secretion ;  but  it  is  doubtful 
whether  they  penetrate  deeply,  or  go  beyond  the  primary  and  secondary 
bronchi.  Steam  spraijs  saturate  the  atmosphere  with  moisture,  which  is 
not  always  desirable  in  lung  diseases  ;  moreover,  they  cause  excessive  skin 
persjiiration.  The  spray,  whether  it  be  a  steam  or  hand-ball  ajoparatus, 
is  produced  by  a  strong  transverse  current  passing  over  a  perpendicular 
tube ;  as  the  air  in  the  upper  part  of  that  tube  is  thus  rarefied, 
any  liquid  in  which  the  tube  may  be  immersed  ascends,  and,  as 
it  meets  the  current,  is  broken  into  spray.  Boyle's  well-known  ventilating 
extractors  act  in  the  same  manner.  The  apparatus  introduced  by  Sales- 
Giron,  Matthieu  and  Bergson  consisted  of  two  pointed  tubes  at  right 
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angles,  placed  with  their  extremities  together,  and  so  joined  that  the 
extremity  of  the  perpendicular  tube  should  stand  in  front  of  the  axis  of 
the  horizontal  tube.  As  the  stream  of  air  or  steam  passes  along  the 
horizontal  tube  the  medicated  fluid  rises  in  the  vertical  tube,  and,  on 
meeting  the  air  current,  is  broken  into  fine  spray. 


Fig.  15. — Oertel's  Steam  Nebuliser. 


The  method  is  the  same,  whether  air  be  used,  as  in  the  well-known 
hand-ball  spray  apparatus,  or  steam,  as  in  Siegle  or  Oertel's  "steam 
nebulisers. " 

The  hand-hall  sprays  are  used  at  ordinary  temperatures,  and  as  a 
rule  are  not  so  grateful  to  the  patient  as  warm  vapours.  They  are  very 
useful  for  the  medication  of  the  mouth,  the  pharynx,  and  even  the  larynx  ; 
and  solutions  of  quinine,  chlorine,  or  carbolic  acid  can  be  well  applied 
through  them.  They  seldom  penetrate  beyond  the  larynx  and  larger 
bronchi,  and  generally  condense  into  liquid  on  the  fauces  and  pharynx. 
The  sprays  of  mineral  water  in  use  at  Aix-les-Bains,  Pierrefonds,  Mont 
Dore,  Cauterets,  etc.,  belong  to  this  category,  and  are  of  use  in  laryngeal 
and  bronchial  affections,  but  seldom  in  lung  diseases.  The  free  applica- 
tion of  antiseptic  sprays  for  purifying  the  atmosphere  of  sick  chambers 
and  of  hospital  wards  is  excellent  —  carbolic  acid  (1  in  50),  thymol, 
eucalyptol,  or  chlorine  being  adapted  to  the  purpose. 

Artificial  atmospheres  for  invalids  may  be  made  by  respiratws  which 
VOL.  I  X 
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cover  the  mouth,  or,  still  better,  the  nose  and  mouth.  These  generally 
consist  of  metal  or  celluloid,  Avith  two  layers  of  wire  gauze  or  perforated 
iron  plates  containing  between  them  cotton  wool,  tow  or  sponge  on  which 
are  sprinkled  a  few  drops  of  carbolic  acid,  creosote,  terebene,  eucalyptol, 
or  other  disinfectant.  Thus  the  patient  with  each  respiration  breathes 
an  impregnated  air,  and  may  do  so  for  any  length  of  time  desired.  The 
advantages  of  these  respirators  are — 1st,  that  they  admit  of  the  use  of 
certain  drugs  for  long  jieriods ;  2nd,  that  in  cases  of  foul  breath,  as  in 
bronchiectasis  and  abscess  of  the  lung,  the  wearing  of  an  antiseptic 
respii'ator  purifies  the  patient's  exhalations,  to  the  advantage  of  his  friends 
and  attendants.  The  patterns  are  A'ery  numerous,  such  as  Roberts',  Cog- 
hill's,  Curschmann's,  Hunter  Mackenzie's,  and  Wordsworth's.  The  most 
comfortable  is  Curschmann's  :  it  consists  of  half  a  globe  of  metal,  enclos- 
ing the  mouth,  nose,  and  a  portion  of  the  face,  from  Avhich  a  short  tube 
passes  for  the  admission  of  air.  This  contains  the  antiseptic  sprinkled 
on  wool  or  tow  between  two  folds  of  wire  gauze ;  a  strap  behind  holds 
the  instrument  on,  and  any  uncomfortable  pressure  of  the  metal  against 
the  face  is  prevented  by  a  layer  of  air  cushion  next  the  skin.  The  great 
olijection  to  all  respirators  is  that  they  interfere  Avith  free  resjjiratory 
movement. 

On  the  efficacy  of  inhalations  as  a  method  of  artificial  aerotherapeutics 
some  experiments  made  by  myself  in  1888  throw  great  doubt;  these 
showed  that  inhalations  of  iodine,  supplied  by  steam  or  hand-ball  sprays, 
even  Avhen  given  for  a  considerable  period,  produce  no  trace  of  iodine 
in  the  urine ;  whereas  iodine  can  be  detected  in  the  urine  after  a  few 
doses  by  the  mouth.  Turpentine  inhalations,  on  the  other  hand,  pi'O- 
duced  the  characteristic  odour  in  the  in-ine,  but  not  to  so  marked  a 
degree  as  when  the  medicine  was  administered  bj^  the  mouth. 

The  late  Dr.  Hassall,  from  careful  experiments,  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  greater  part  of  the  substances  inhaled  I'emained  in  the  inhaler  ; 
and  that,  in  the  case  of  the  ordinary  ori- nasal  respirators,  four -fifths 
of  the  carbolic  acid,  creosote  and  other  drugs  were  recoverable  from 
them  after  the  inhalations. 

B.  Aptifleial  Atmospheres  varying  in  Barometric  Pressure  must  now 
be  considered  as  theraj^eutic  agents — atmospheres,  that  is,  denser  or  more 
rarefied  than  at  sea-level. 

The  average  barometric  pressure  at  sea-level  is  29  to  30  inches ;  at 
Davos  (5200  feet)  it  is  25  inches;  on  the  summit  of  Pike's  Peak, 
Colorado  (14,147  feet),  it  is  17'54  inches;  and  during  the  famous  balloon 
ascent  of  Glaisher  and  Coxwell,  at  a  height  of  29,000  feet,  a  pressure 
of  9f  inches  was  registered ;  indeed,  so  low  a  pressure  as  7  inches 
was  seen  afterwards  by  Coxwell,  though  he  could  not  record  it.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  air  is  far  denser  in  the  deepest  mines  than  at  sea- 
level  ;  and  it  has  been  calculated  that  if  a  shaft  could  be  sunk  forty-five  ■ 
miles  into  the  earth,  the  air  at  the  bottom  of  it  Avould  be  as  dense  as 
quicksilver. 

Junod  was  one  of  the  first  to  apply  air  at  diminished  barometric 


ARTIFICIAL  AEROTHERAPEUTICS 


307 


pressure  to  the  human  body  :  in 
1835  he  contrived  a  hollow 
copper  ball,  1^  metre  in  dia- 
meter, capable  of  containing  an 
adult  man,  and  by  an  exhaust- 
ing apparatus  he  reduced  the 
barometric  pr'essure  one  -  third, 
producing  distension  of  the 
membrana  tympani,  dyspnoea, 
chiefly  in  the  form  of  short, 
quick  respirations ;  turgescence 
of  the  superficial  vessels  of  the 
body,  as  seen  in  the  eyelids 
and  lips  ;  and  diminution  of  the 
salivary,  renal,  and  other  gland- 
ular secretions.  Junod  did 
not  continue  his  experiments  on 
the  general  influence  of  rarefied 
air  on  the  human  body,  but 
turned  his  attention  to  the 
local  icffects,  which  were  also 
being  studied  by  Neil  Arnott, 
Muri'ay,  and  Clanny,  and  in- 
vented the  Junod  boot  and  the 
cupping-glasses,  which  are  still 
in  use.  The  Junod  boot  and 
Sir  James  Murray's  instrument 
are  apparatus  for  enclosing  a 
limb,  or  a  part  of  a  limb,  in  an 
air-tight  vessel,  and  exhausting 
the  atmosphere  by  an  air-pump  ; 
the  atmospheric  pressure  being 
thus  removed  from  the  surface 
of  the  limb,  blood  is  drawn  to 
the  part,  the  vessels  become 
gorged,  and  blood  is  derived 
from  the  internal  organs.  The 
action  of  cupping-glasses  is,  of 
course,  the  same  in  principle. 

Dry  cupjjing  is  useful  in 
congestion  of  certain  internal 
organs,  such  as  the  lungs,  kid- 
neys or  brain.  From  the  ease 
and  readiness  of  its  application 
it  is  of  value  in  cases  where 
blood  is  to  be  drawn  rapidly 
from  an  organ,  and  especially 


Fig.  16.— Wakleiibury'.s  Apparatus. 
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in  haemoptysis.  I  have  witnessed  some  of  the  most  profuse  hsemorrhages 
from  the  lung  suddenly  brought  to  a  termination  by  the  use  of  dry  cup- 
ping to  the  chest-wall ;  and  I  have  often  observed  that  so  long  as  the 
cupping-glasses  are  kept  on  the  haemorrhage  has  been  controlled,  and 
that  on  their  removal  it  may  return.  Hence  the  great  advantage  of 
cupping-glasses  with  exhausters  attached  by  which  a  2)artial  vacuum  c<an 
be  maintained. 

This  treatment,  if  carefully  apjjlied,  leaves  no  mark,  and  it  is  to  l)e 
l^referred  to  blistering  or  strong  poulticing  in  cases  of  gouty  disposition, 
or  where  the  patient  has  a  very  irritable  skin. 

Tlie,  Artificial  Afplimtion  of  Air  at  a  Varying  Pressure  to  the  Lungs  is 
carried  out  by  various  apparatus,  most  of  which  ai'e  constructed  both  for 
rarefaction  and  for  condensation. 

It  is  possible  to  apply  air  to  the  lungs  in  four  different  ways  : — 1. 
Inspiration  of  rarefied  air.  2.  Expiration  into  rarefied  air.  3.  Inspira- 
tion of  compressed  air.    4.  Expiration  into  compressed  air. 

Of  these  varieties  the  only  ones  found  generally  useful  are  the 
second  and  third ;  though  in  the  pneumatic  cabinet,  to  be  presently 
described,  the  other  changes  can  also  be  carried  out. 

The  earliest  instrument  for  condensing  and  rarefying  the  air  was  con- 
structed by  Hauke,  of  which  AValdenburg's  well-known  apparatus  is  a 
modification  (Fig.  16).  This  last  consists  of  a  hollow  metal  cylinder  or 
bell,  containing  a  certain  volume  of  air,  which  is  plunged  into  a  second 
and  inverted  cylinder  containing  water.  By  means  of  pulleys  and  Aveights 
an  equilibrium  is  estalilished,  and  a  pipe  is  passed  from  the  air  cylinder 

through  a  drying  -  l)ox  to  a  mask 
fitting  the  patient's  mouth  ;  through 
this  he  respires  the  air,  which  can  be 
rarefied  or  condensed  by  raising  or 
lowering  the  cylinder  in  the  water. 
This  is  done  in  the  first  instance  by 
drawing  oft'  water,  in  the  second  by 
placing  weights  on  the  cylinder. 

Some  apparatus,  like  Cube's  and 
Schitzler's  second  form,  are  double, 
and  consist  of  two  cylinders,  one  for 
condensing  and  the  other  for  rarefying 
the  air  ;  thus,  hy  changing  the  tube 
connections,  expiration  into  a  rarefied 
atmosphere  can  be  followed  by  the 
inspiration  of  condensed  air.  Others, 
as  Biedert's  and  Fraenkel's,  contain 
a  kind  of  leathern  bellows  to  compress 
or  rarefy  the  air  as  required.  Fraen- 
kel's ingenious  instrument  resembles 
a  concertina  with  a  tube  and  mouth-piece ;  it  is  simple  and  cheap,  and 
can  be  worked  by  the  patient  himself.    The  obvious  objections  to  it  are 


Fio.  17.— FraeiikeVs  Apparatus. 
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the  contracted  attitude  of  the  patient,  and  the  impossibility  of  regulating 
the  pressure. 

Lastly,  the  principle  of  the  centrifugal  pump  is  adopted  in  Geigel  and 
Mayer's  machine,  which  seems  the  most  complete  apparatus  of  all ;  in  it 
air,  compressed  or  rarefied  by  the  action  of  water,  is  stored  iip  in  a 
central  reservoir. 

"By  the  simultaneous  use  of  two  apparatus  placed  in  communica- 
tion with  the  mouth  of  the  patient  by  means  of  two  flexible  tubes  and  a 
double  respiratory  valve,  and  by  maintaining  the  constancy  and  con- 
tinuity, a  simultaneous  rarefaction  and  condensation  of  the  air  can  be 
established,  which  enables  the  patient  to  inspire  compressed  air  and  to 
expire  into  rarefied  by  one  and  the  same  expiratory  act."  For  further 
particulars  of  this  apparatus  the  reader  is  refei'red  to  Oertel's  article  on 
"  Respiratory  Therapeutics,"  in  the  3rd  vol.  of  Ziemssen's  Handbook  of 
General  Therapeutics. 

One  of  the  newest  portable  instruments  for  using  air  at  various  pres- 
sures is  the  pneumatic  cabinet  of  Mr.  Ketchum  of  the  United  States.  A 
rhomboidal  cupboard  on  wheels,  large  enough 
to  hold  a  man  in  a  sitting  position,  is  con- 
structed of  steel  with  a  plate-glass  window  in 
front ;  at  the  back  is  an  air-tight  door,  which 
forms  the  Avhole  side.  Above  this  cabinet  is 
a  bellows,  worked  by  a  lever,  with  one  set  of 
valves  opening  into  the  cabinet,  and  a  second 
set  communicating  with  the  external  air : 
these  valves  can  be  reversed,  so  that  by  the 
bellows  the  air  of  the  cabinet  may  be  con- 
densed or  rarefied  at  will.  An  artificial  wooden 
glottis  regulates  the  air  -  stream  into  the 
patient's  lungs,  passes  through  an  aperture  in 
the  glass  plate,  and  is  connected  by  india- 
rubber  tubing  with  the  patient's  mouth.  The  I'ueumatic  cabinet, 
pressure  within  the  calnnet  is  increased  by  working  the  lever,  or  de- 
creased by  turning  a  tap  communicating  with  the  external  air.  In  this 
machine  a  pressure  of  two  inches  can  be  obtained. 

Various  modifications  of  the  respiratory  act  are  possible  with  this 
machine.  When  the  artificial  glottis  is  closed,  the  bellows  worked  for 
rarefaction,  and  the  patient  makes  deep  expirations,  (1)  Residual  air- 
expansion  results.  If  he  put  a  nose-clip  on  and  adjust  his  mouth  to 
the  glottis  tube,  which  is  opened  gradually,  air  from  the  outside  is 
admitted.  (2)  Forced  inspiration,  results,  and  a  larger  volume  than  usual 
enters  the  lungs.  The  alternation  of  these  two  movements,  namely,  residual 
air-expansion  and  forced  inspiration,  constitutes  (3)  Respircdory  differentia- 
tion, an  exercise  for  the  purpose  of  expanding  the  lungs.  (4)  Forced 
expiration  takes  place  when  the  air  of  the  cabinet  is  condensed,  and  the 
patient,  having  taken  a  deep  breath,  expires  through  the  artificial  glottis. 

The  pneumatic  cabinet  is  used  for  lung  gymnastics  of  different  kinds. 
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A  committee  of  the  Bromptoii  Hospital,  appointed  to  investigate  its 
capabilities,  showed  that  its  use  caused  {a)  increase  of  chest  circumference, 
{h)  increase  of  spirometric  capacity,  and  {(■),  in  many  cases  of  consolida- 
tion, diminution  in  the  area  of  dulness.  The  cabinet  was  found  less 
successful  as  a  vehicle  for  medicinal  agents,  and  the  remedial  effect  of 
medicnted  sprays  in  this  machine  was  not  greater  than  at  normal  pres- 
sures. Great  caution  is  necessarj'  in  the  selection  of  appropriate  cases, 
and  the  cabinet  must  not  be  used  in  cases  of  vascular  Aveakness  or  of 
pyrexia — haemoptysis  has  followed  its  use  in  the  former  and  increased 
temperature  in  the  latter  class  of  patients. 

Many  of  the  described  methods  of  aerotherapeutics  depend  for  suc- 
cess on  the  exact  adjustment  of  mouth-pieces  or  masks,  which  are  often 
exceedingly  irksome  and  induce  headache  and  faintness.  Another  diffi- 
culty in  many  of  the  instruments  is  that  of  supplying  sufficient  fresh 
air  at  the  proper  pressure ;  the  consequence  is  that  patients  have  to 
inhale  rebreathed  air.  To  meet  this  objection  the  compressed-air  bath 
was  invented,  in  which  patients  are  surrounded  with  an  atmosphere  in 
which  they  can  respire  air  at  any  desired  degree  of  pressure  for  hours  at 
a  time,  and  in  some  cases,  as  in  the  St.  Petersburg  establishment,  for 
days  together.  Different  forms  of  the  Imth  have  been  devised,  and  the 
size  varies  according  to  the  number  of  occupants.  The  essential  elements 
appear  to  be  (a)  an  air-tight  oval  chamber  of  sufficient  strength  to  resist 
the  variations  of  atmospheric  pressure,  and  {h)  an  efficient  compressing 
apparatus.  The  chamber  may  be  constructed  of  masonr}^  or  of  iron,  but 
more  generally  it  is  of  wrought-iron  ^nch  thick,  in  an  irregular  or 
ovoid  form,  and,  if  possible,  Avith  a  domed  roof  to  resist  pressure,  the 
whole  being  strengthened  by  girders  and  ri))s  of  iron.  The  compressing 
apparatus  generally  consists  of  a  steam-engine,  but  in  some  places,  as  in 
M.  Fontaine's  establishment  at  Paris,  hydraulic  power  is  used,  which  has 
the  advantage  of  compressing  the  air  without  materially  increasing  its 
temperature,  and  any  smell  arising  from  contact  with  boilers  is  also 
avoided.  The  advantage  of  steam  is  the  rapidity  with  which  pressure 
can  be  increased  and  steadily  maintained. 

The  annexed  woodcut  of  the  compressed  air  bath  in  use  at  the 
Brompton  Hospital  will  give  some  notion  of  the  details  of  the  apjmratus. 
The  drawing  is  supplied  by  Mr.  Blake,  the  manager  of  Messrs.  Haden 
&  Sons  of  Trowbridge,  the  constructors  of  the  bath. 

The  bath  consists  of  three  parts  :  the  engine  (A),  the  receiver  (B),  and 
the  air-chamber  (C).  A  includes  a  steam-engine  D,  which,  by  means  of  a 
fly-wheel  and  crank,  works  a  second  engine  E  in  another  and  separate 
compartment  F.  E  is  the  air-compressing  engine,  with  a  cylinder  contain- 
ing an  inlet  hole  and  an  outlet  hole,  and  in  this  cylinder  works  the 
piston  H,  the  plate  of  which  is  perforated  by  diaphragm  valves, 
not  here  shown,  which  close  during  the  descent  of  the  piston  and 
open  during  its  ascent.  The  air  from  outside  enters  the  compartment  F 
through  the  inlet  G,  and  follows  the  course  indicated  by  the  arrows. 
Entering  the  air-cylinder  it  is  driven  forward  by  the  piston  through  the 
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pipe  I  into  the  receiver  B,  containing  layers  of  cotton  wool  W,  and  thence 
into  the  air-chamber.    Both  I  and  J  contain  valves  to  prevent  a  return 


current.  The  air  leaves  the  bath  by  an  outlet  pipe  in  the  roof,  which  is 
always  open,  the  strength  of  the  current  through  it  depending  on  the  rate  at 
which  the  engine  works.    M  is  a  safety-valve  which  opens  wide  and  blows 
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a  whistle  when  the  full  pressure  of  10  lbs.  is  i-eached.  L  is  a  glass  spy- 
hole through  which  the  inmates  can  be  watched.  N  is  an  air-tight 
cupboard,  fitted  with  double  bolts  to  adjust  the  pressure,  by  Avhich  food 
and  messages,  and,  if  necessary,  medicines,  may  be  passed  in.  Apparatus 
to  regulate  the  escape  of  air  (K),  which  can  be  worked  from  either  inside 
or  outside  the  bath,  complete  the  chamber,  which  is  lit  from  without  by 
stout  plate-glass  windows,  and  fitted  with  a  strong  iron  door.  The  air 
can  be  changed  about  five  times  in  two  hours,  and  must  be  supplied  from 
a  pure  source,  such  as  a  garden  or  open  space,  away  from  machinery  and 
drainage ;  and  in  cities  it  must  be  filtered  through  cotton  wool  in  the 
receiver  B.  The  air  rises  in  temjjerature  during  compression,  and 
in  summer  it  is  often  necessary,  for  cooling  purposes,  to  pass  it  over  ice 
before  it  enters  the  bath.  The  extra  pressure  used  for  medical  purposes 
varies  from  \  to  \\  atmospheres,  pressures  very  different  from  those 
which  produce  the  well-known  caisson  disease,  and  amount  to  more  than 
4  atmospheres.  For  most  diseases,  and  certainly  for  lung  affections,  the 
added  pressure  does  not  exceed  10  lbs.  (f  of  an  atmosphere) ;  and  9  lbs. 
above  the  mean  atmospheric  pressure  is  usually  sufficient  for  aerothera- 
peutic  purposes. 

The  bath  or  sitting  lasts  two  hours  ;  half  an  hour  is  spent  in 
increasing  pressure,  Avhich  is  maintained  for  one  hour  at  the  maximum, 
and  half  an  hour  in  reducing  pressure  to  the  normal.  In  some  obstinate 
cases  of  asthma  it  might  be  well  to  maintain  the  pressure  for  long  periods, 
and  thus  enable  the  patient  to  live  in  a  compressed  air  atmosphere  for 
days  together.  This  would  be  quite  possible  by  means  of  the  air- 
tight cupboard,  through  which  supplies  could  be  passed.  The  rate  of 
increase  or  decrease  of  pressure  should  be  about  1  lb.  in  three  minutes. 

As  during  compression  there  is  increase  of  temperature,  so  during 
reduction  there  is  a  slight  fall,  accompanied  by  deposition  of  moisture  in 
the  interior  of  the  chamber.  In  the  management  of  the  bath  the  chief 
points  to  be  borne  in  mind  are  four  ;■ — -1.  To  increase  and  reduce  the 
pressure  as  gradually  as  possible.  2.  To  keep  the  temperature  below 
65°  r.  3.  While  increasing  or  maintaining  the  pressure,  to  provide  for 
the  escape  of  the  used-up  or  contaminated  air.  The  air  should  be 
pumped  through  the  chamber,  not  merely  into  it ;  and,  as  the  stream  is 
always  flowing,  accumulation  should  only  be  the  result  of  the  outlets 
being  somewhat  smaller  than  the  inlets.  4.  In  case  of  bad  symptoms 
arising  from  increase  or  decrease  of  pressure,  to  reverse  the  process  at 
once. 

A  healthy  person  taking  a  compressed  air  bath  first  experiences,  as  the 
pressure  increases,  an  unpleasant  sensation  in  the  throat,  referred  to  the 
pharynx  immediately  behind  the  tonsil ;  this  is  relieved  by  swallowing 
saliva  or  drinking  water.  Pain  is  also  felt  in  the  membrana  tympani, 
which  is  due  to  the  different  calibres  of  the  external  auditory  meatus  and 
the  Eustachian  tube.  The  latter  being  much  smaller  than  the  former,  the 
column  of  air,  during  increase  of  pressure,  penetrates  with  difficulty  to  the 
internal  surface  of  the  membrana  tympani,  and  changes  of  pressure  are 
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slowly  communicated ;  whereas  through  the  meatus  air  passes  freely,  and 
causes  under  these  circumstances  a  convexity  inwards  of  the  auditory 
membrane.  The  opposite  change  takes  place  when  pressure  is  diminished. 
Hence  the  pain  and  discomfort  in  the  membrane  are  at  the  beginning  and 
end  of  the  bath.  The  voice  becomes  shriller,  and  I  have  known  singers 
gain  a  note  or  two  above  their  average  while  in  the  bath.  The  arch  of 
the  abdominal  wall  is  flattened,  which  has  been  ascribed  by  Panum  to 
compression  of  the  intestinal  gas. 

Experiments  made  by  myself  and  others  in  healthy  individuals  show 
the  following  results  from  compressed  air  : — 

EeApiration. — The  patient  breathes  slower,  deeper  and  with  greater 
ease.  The  respiration  rate  falls  from  16  or  15  to  14  or  12a  minute. 
Von  Vivenot  records  its  falling  to  5  or  even  4  a  minute.  Inspiration 
becomes  easy,  but  expiration  less  so,  and  the  relation  between  the  two 
becomes  changed ;  whereas  at  normal  pressure  the  ratio  between  them  is 
as  4  to  3,  it  becomes  in  compressed  air  as  4  to  6  or  4  to  8.    Von  Vivenot 

tells  of  one  case  where  it  was  as  4  to  11. 

\ 


The  annexed  diagram  from  Von  Vivenot  shows  this  as  well  as  the 
depth  of  the  respiration  in  compressed  air  (dotted  line)  compared  with  that 
of  ordinary  breath  (unbroken  line). 

Spirometric  observations  show  a  marked  augmentation  of  lung 
capacity  and  chest  measurements,  a  slow  but  considerable  increase  in 
circumference.  It  would  appear  that  breathing  compressed  air  increases 
lung  capacity,  probably  by  opening  up  alveoli  not  previously  in  use  ; 
and  the  amplitude  of  each  respiration  makes  up  for  the  smaller 
number. 

Circulation. — The  influence  of  compressed  air  on  the  circulation  is 
that  the  pulse  becomes  slower  and  reduced  in  volume  ;  but  the  arterial 
pressure  is  raised,  the  superficial  capillaries  are  smaller,  and  the  veins 
less  full  of  blood.  Von  Vivenot's  Avhite  rabbit,  when  placed  in  the  com- 
pressed air  bath,  admirably  exhibited  the  eff"ect  on  the  circulation.  Under 
normal  pressure,  the  rabbit  being  quiet  and  at  liberty,  the  ears  were  full 
of  blood,  the  conjunctival  vessels  injected,  and  the  iris  tinted  deep  red ; 
when  pressure  was  increased,  the  conjunctival  vessels  became  finer  and 
paler,  and  in  one  experiment  they  visibly  filled  and  emptied. 

When  pressure  was  maintained  at  the  maximum,  the  iris  and  pupils 
became  discoloured,  and  the  ears,  seen  by  transmitted  light,  showed 
empty  vessels ;  even  the  larger  vessels  were  scarcely  visible. 

In  man  the  pulse  rate  diminishes  four  to  twenty  beats  a  minute ;  but 
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this  depends  \evy  much  on  the  temperature  of  the  bath  ;  for,  though  a 
prolonged  sitting  generally  causes  a  fall  in  the  pulse  rate,  a  hot  atmo- 
sphere will  make  the  pulse  rise  at  first.  Sphygmographic  tracings  shoAv 
a  lowering  in  the  height  of  the  tidal  and  dicrotic  waves,  but  this  change 
is  only  maintained  during  the  bath ;  after  it  the  pulse  tracing  returns 
to  its  former  standard.     To  the  finger  the  pulse  appears  small  and 


Pjo.  25. — After  bath,  ordinary  pressure. 


hard.  All  observations  indicate  that  compressed  air  exercises  an 
intropulsive  influence,  affecting  naturally  the  surfaces  most  exposed  to  it, 
such  as  the  skin  and  lungs,  and  drives  the  blood  into  the  organs  pro- 
tected from  air  jiressure,  such  as  the  brain,  heart,  liver,  spleen  and 
kidneys.  The  pressure  is  exerted  more  in  the  capillaries  and  superficial 
veins  and  arteries ;  and  its  tendency  must  be  to  reduce  pressure  on  the 
right  side  of  the  heart  and  to  increase  it  on  the  left.  A  proof  of  the 
fulness  of  the  arterial  system  is  to  be  found  (1)  in  the  sphygmographic 
tracings,  and  (2)  in  the  fact  that  when  hajmorrhage  occurs  in  the  bath 
the  blood  is  invariably  bright  red  (arterial).  The  slower  pulse  rate, 
according  to  Professor  Burdon-Sanderson,  is  the  effect  of  the  diminished 
pressure  in  the  venous  system,  which  retards  the  filling  of  the  ventricles 
during  the  period  of  relaxation,  and  consequently  lengthens  the  diastolic 
period ;  thus  the  pulse  frequency  is  diminished. 

Again,  the  introduction  of  a  larger  amoimt  of  oxygen  causes  greater 
absorption  of  this  gas  by  the  lungs,  and  increased  oxidation  and  tissue 
change  ;  this  is  proved  by  the  increase  in  the  amount  of  carbonic  acid 
exhaled  from  the  lungs,  and  in  that  of  urea  from  the  kidneys.  Appetite 
is  improved  and  weight  is  generally  gained.  Muscular  power  is  stated 
by  Lange  to  be  increased  ;  he  found  men  could  carry  Aveights  better 
after  the  bath  than  before  it. 

The  internal  temj^erature  of  the  body  is  slightly  raised,  sometimes 
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half  a  degree  in  the  mouth,  that  in  the  axilla  being  diminished  ;  the 
rectum  temperature  (Stembo)  rises,  as  might  be  expected,  from  the 
intropulsive  action  of  the  bath  on  the  circulation. 

From  the  preceding  observations  it  will  be  understood  that,  on 
account  of  this  intropulsive  action  on  the  circulation,  the  use  of  the 
compressed  air  bath  is  contra-indicated  in  congestion,  or  inflammation,  or 
haemorrhage  of  any  of  the  organs  which  are  wholly  or  partially  protected 
from  air  pressure  by  bony  cavities,  such  as  the  brain,  spinal  cord,  heart, 
liver,  spleen,  kidneys,  uterus  and  ovaries.  Again  fever,  in  which  there 
is  congestion  of  internal  organs,  is  increased  by  it. 

The  intropulsive  action  is  sometimes  serviceable,  as,  for  example,  in 
long-standing  amenorrhoea ;  for  by  its  eff"ect  on  the  ovaries  the  bath  will 
often  restore  the  menstrual  flow.  Ancemia,  too,  is  greatly  relieved  by 
compressed  air  baths,  probably  on  account  of  the  large  amount  of 
oxygen  supplied.  Certain  it  is  that  under  their  use  pallor  gives  way  to 
the  blush  of  health,  ansemic  murmurs  disappear,  and  the  number  of  red 
corpuscles,  as  noted  by  the  hsemocytometer,  largely  increases.  This  has 
been  my  experience  in  all  the  cases  of  anaemia  I  have  treated  in  this 
way. 

The  diseases  in  which  compressed  air  baths  have  been  found  to  do 
most  good  are  bronchial  asthma,  chronic  bronchitis,  and  emphysema. 

Einph/sema.  —  In  the  tense  or  large -lunged  form,  which  accom- 
panies bronchitis  and  asthma,  and  has  been  so  well  described  by  Dr. 
C.  J.  B.  Williams  and  Sir  William  -Tenner,  a  course  of  these  baths  effects 
a  wonderful  change.  The  patient  finds  he  can  breathe  more  freely,  and 
can  ascend  steps  and  hills  with  greater  ease.  His  cough  and  expectoration 
are  reduced.  His  respirations  are  slower  and  deeper,  and  the  pulse  is 
slower  and  firmer.  Physical  examination  shows  the  thoracic  distension 
to  be  diminished.  The  line  of  hepatic  dulness,  long  absent,  reappears  and 
rises  to  the  old  level,  the  area  of  cardiac  dulness  can  again  be  detected, 
and  the  impulse  is  felt,  not  in  the  epigastrium,  but  in  the  normal  posi- 
tion between  the  fifth  and  sixth  ribs,  slightly  to  the  right  of  the  nipple. 
Hyper-resonance  of  the  thorax  gives  place  to  something  more  like 
the  normal  note  ;  and  although  there  may  be  prolonged  expiration  with 
occasional  wheezing  sounds,  the  air  is  heard  to  penetrate  into  blocked 
portions  of  the  lung  in  which  breath  sounds  were  previously  absent. 
Cyrtometric  measurements  show  a  reduction  in  the  chest  circumference 
at  different  levels  of  from  |-  to  1|  inches;  and  the  spirometric  observa- 
tions yield  evidence  of  "increased  vital  capacity." 

These  changes  appear  to  be  due  to  the  removal  of  some  of  the  causes 
of  the  emphysema,  such  as  bronchial  catarrh  and  bronchial  spasm,  thus 
allowing  the  escape  of  some  of  the  distending  air  from  portions  of  the 
lung  in  which  the  emphysema  was  perhaps  temporary. 

Bronchial  Catarrh  and  Bronchitis. — The  effect  on  this  class  of  diseases 
is  excellent ;  cough  is  diminished,  expectoration  first  becomes  easier  and 
then  lessened  in  amount,  breathing  is  freer,  and  any  accompanying 
emphysema  is  reduced  considerably.    I  have  used  the  compressed  air 
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bath  in  a  large  number  of  cases  of  bronchitis  and  emphysema,  and  in 
every  case  there  has  been  relief,  though  it  has  not  always  proved  perma- 
nent. Oertel  considers  the  improvement  to  be  due  to  the  increased  pressure 
on  the  larger  tubes,  causing  diminution  of  the  blood  in  the  bronchial  system, 
and  consequently  less  exudation  of  serum  into  the  coats  of  the  bronchi, 
and  less  pressure  on  the  lymphatic  system. 

Bronchial  Asthma. — The  principal  effect  of  the  treatment  on  asthma 
seems  to  be  sedative  to  the  pulmonary  plexuses  and  to  the  pneumo- 
gastric  nerves.  The  attacks  are  rendered  less  severe,  and  after  a  course 
of  twenty  or  thirty  baths  the  intervals  between  the  attacks  become 
much  longer  and  the  spasms  finally  cease.  I  have  several  times  placed 
a  patient  in  the  bath  during  an  asthmatic  attack,  and  always  with  relief 
to  the  spasms.  In  addition  to  the  soothing  influence  on  the  nerve- 
storm,  the  baths  reduce  the  accompanying  emphysema,  and  more  so 
than  in  the  emphysema  of  bronchitis,  probably  because  the  bronchial 
obstructions  are  of  a  more  transitory  character.  The  patient  is  able 
to  breathe  more  freely  and  to  take  deeper  inspirations,  the  chest  dis- 
tension, as  shown  by  the  measurements,  diminishes,  and  the  spirometric 
records  increase  in  amount.  Thus  an  improvement  in  their  general 
condition  ensues.  Exercise  can  be  more  freely  taken,  digestion  and 
assimilation  are  carried  on  with  greater  ease  and  comfort,  and  strength 
and  colour  are  gained. 

Phthisis. — I  have  tried  the  treatment  in  a  large  number  of  cases  of 
phthisis,  generally  those  of  limited  lung  tuberculosis ;  and  beyond  the 
facts  that  cough  and  expectoration  slightly  diminish,  and  that  some 
portions  of  the  lung  become  more  expanded,  I  could  see  no  good  result. 
In  several  of  the  cases  hiemoptysis  came  on  either  in  the  bath  or  after 
the  treatment,  and  this  constitutes  a  fresh  danger.  In  some  of  the 
patients  there  was  improvement  of  appetite  'and  gain  of  weight,  but  it 
cannot  be  said  that  any  lasting  benefit  resulted. 

I  tried  the  treatment  in  cases  of  chronic  pneumonia  and  chronic  lung 
infiltration,  and  also  in  commencing  pleuritic  effusion — in  the  latter  case, 
with  the  view  of  inflating  the  lungs  and  thus  opposing  the  increasing 
fluid  pressure  ;  but  in  none  of  these  instances  did  the  bath  do  any  good, 
and  the  jDrogress  of  the  disease  was  unchecked. 

The  number  of  compressed  air  baths  sufficient  to  produce  a  thera- 
peutic effect  varies  greatly,  l^ut  in  asthma  or  bronchitis  about  thirty  are 
necessary  ;  in  chronic  emphysema  a  larger  number,  sixty  to  seventy,  are 
often  required. 

It  is  a  remarkable  fact  that,  while  there  are  numerous  establishments 
for  compressed-air  baths  on  the  Continent  and  elsewhere,  in  England 
there  are  scarcely  any :  those  best  known  are  the  one  at  Ben 
Khydding  in  Yorkshire,  and  the  admirable  one  of  the  Brompton 
Hospital,  which  is  largely  used,  and  is  now  made  available  for  private 
patients. 

Respiratory  Gymnastics. — Dr.  Marcet  (8)  dwells  with  great  force 
on  the  advantage  of  training  the  respiration,  not  only  for  physiological 
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exercise,  but  as  an  important  aid  in  the  treatment  of  such  diseases  as 
asthma.  He  showed  that  after  forced  breathing  more  than  double  the 
weight  could  be  lifted  than  after  ordinary  breathing ;  and  he  instances 
the  well-knOwn  fact  of  the  asthmatic  spasm  being  sometimes  momentarily 
suspended  by  a  forced  inspiration,  as  a  proof  that  a  deficient  supply  of 
oxygen  to  the  respiratory  centres  bears  a  definite  relation  to  the  causa- 
tion of  asthma. 

Dr.  Marcet  advocates,  as  a  method  of  therapeutics  for  asthma,  the 
practice  of  the  respiratory  movements  required  to  carry  the  air  through 
the  lungs  in  order  to  oxidise  the  blood  and  exhaust  the  carbonic  acid  ; 
this  practice,  at  the  same  time,  brings  the  circulation  into  better  co- 
operation with  the  respiratory  function.  A  good  form  of  exercise, 
according  to  this  author,  is  "  cycling,  which  increases  the  depth  of 
l)reathing,  and  this  without  fatigue,  the  inspiratory  movements  being 
automatic ;  at  the  same  time,  it  accustoms  the  rider  instinctively  to 
take  in  at  each  respiration  the  volume  of  air  required  to  aerate 
the  blood,  and  to  eliminate  a  certain  proportion  of  carbonic  acid,  leaving 
in  the  circulation  that  amount  which  is  compatible  with  health." 

C.  Theodore  Williams. 
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SYSTEM  OF  MEDICINE 


BALNEOLOGY  AND  HYDROTHERAPEUTICS 

A. — Balneo-Therapeutics  ;  or,  Treatment  by  the  Internal  and 
External  Use  of  Mineral  Waters 

Definition. — The  name  Mineral  Waters  is  ajjplied  to  those  waters 
which  are  used  in  the  treatment  of  disease,  either  internally  or  in  the 
form  of  baths,  on  account  of  the  saline  or  gaseous  substances  which  they 
contain,  or  on  account  of  their  elevated  temperature. 

The  science  of  the  origin  of  these  waters,  and  of  the  causes  to  which 
they  owe  their  chemical  composition  and  their  temperature,  is  usually 
called  Balneology,  or  in  a  wider  sense  Hi/drology  ;  and  may  be  I'egarded  as 
a  part  of  Geology  and  Physical  Geography  :  the  art  of  using  them  in  the 
treatment  of  disease  is  Balneotherapy,  and  mineral  Avaters  are  a  part  of 
Materia  Medica. 

Our  article  is  not  intended  as  a  regular  treatise  on  Balneotherapy, 
but  only  as  a  survey  of  the  uses  of  mineral  waters  in  the  treatment  of 
disease.  The  external  applications  of  mineral  waters  in  the  form  of  baths 
and  douches,  as  practised  at  most  of  the  sjoas,  are,  with  few  exceptions, 
similar  in  their  effects  to  those  of  ordinary  water  at  more  or  less  elevated 
temperatures.  We  refer,  therefore,  for  their  appreciation  to  Section  B 
on  Hydrotherafeutics  ;  but  we  may  mention  here  that  at  some  of  the  spas 
various  earthy  matters  are  added  to  the  water,  such  as  peat  earth  or 
moor  earth,  and  are  also  used  in  the  shape  of  local  baths  or  cataplasms. 

We  will  divide  the  present  section  into  two  parts  : — 

I.  Description  of  mineral  waters  and  their  effects. 

II.  Therapeutic  employment  of  mineral  waters. 

I.  Description  of  IVIineral  Waters 

The  principal  constituents  of  mineral  waters  are :  Water,  sodium, 
magnesium,  calcium,  and  iron ;  combined  with  hydrochloric,  sulphuric, 
carbonic,  and  hydrosulphuric  acids.  Other  substances  often  present  are  : 
Arsenic,  lithium,  potassium,  manganese,  bromine,  iodine,  alum,  silica,  argon, 
various  organic  mattei's,  and  other  substances  in  minute  quantities.  The 
principal  gases  are :  Oxygen,  nitrogen,  carbonic  and  hydrosulphuric 
acids. 

These  substances  are  derived  partly  from  the  surface  soil,  ^Jartly  from 
the  rocky  strata  through  which  the  water  deposited  from  the  atmosphere 
has  passed.  The  differences  between  the  different  mineral  waters  are  due 
to  the  differences  in  the  superficial  soil  and  the  rocks  through  which  the 
water  has  passed. 

The  mineral  waters  may  be  divided  into  groups  for  more  easy 
survey ;  for  instance,  according  to  their  temperatures,  or  their  chemical 
ingredients,  or  their  physiological  or  their  therapeutical  effects.  Every 
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classification  is  more  or  less  imperfect,  and  an  alphabetical  arrange- 
ment would  be  the  most  easy  ;  but  this  would  entail  frequent  repetition 
and  thus  require  more  space.  "We  therefore  attempt  a  somewhat 
mixed  arrangement,  based  principally  on  the  chemical  constituents  of 
the  springs.  It  will,  however,  be  evident  that  some  springs  contain  so 
large  an  amount  of  several  ingredients  that  they  can  claim  a  place  in 
different  groups ;  and  that  others  are  named,  not  after  the  substance 
which  they  contain  in  the  largest  amount,  but  after  that  which  is  held  to 
be  most  potent.  Those  thermal  waters  which  are  almost  devoid  of 
solid  substances  are  placed  in  a  separate  group.  Thus  we  may  form 
eight  groups  : — 


1.  Simple  Thermal  Waters. 

2.  Common  Salt  or  Muriated  Saline 

Waters. 

3.  Alkaline  Waters. 

4.  Sulphated  Saline  Waters. 


5.  Iron  or  Chalybeate  Waters. 

6.  Arsenic  Waters. 

7.  Sulphur  Waters. 

8.  Earthy  or  Calcareous  Waters." 


1.  Simple  Thermal  "Waters. — (Syn.  :  Wildbiider,  indifferent  thermal 
waters.)  The  waters  of  this  group  have  a  higher  temperature  than 
ordinary  springs,  varying  between  80°  and  150°  F.  or  more;  they 
are  transparent,  very  soft,  almost  tasteless,  of  low  specific  gravity,  very 
poor  in  solid  and  also  in  gaseous  substances  ;  some  contain  a  little  more 
nitrogen  than  ordinary  water ;  others  claim  a  little  more  oxygen.  It 
has  been  stated  that  the  electrical  conditions  of  these  waters  are  peculiar, 
but,  so  far  as  we  know,  there  is  no  proof  of  this. 

Matlock,  in  Derbyshire,  deserves  to  be  mentioned  in  this  place, 
although  the  temperature  of  its  waters  is  only  68°  F.  It  lies  in  a  beauti- 
ful valley,  but  the  climate  of  Matlock  itself  cannot  be  called  bracing. 

Many  other  slightly  mineralised  warm  waters,  whose  principal  action 
is  to  be  attributed  to  the  temperature  of  the  water,  might  be  mentioned 
under  this  head,  such  as  Acqui  in  Italy  and  the  hot  sulphur  waters  of 
the  Pyrenees  ;  while  some  of  the  spas  mentioned  in  the  table  (p.  320), 
such  as  Leuk,  Bormio,  Bagneres  -  de  -  Bigorre,  Badenweiler,  Bath,  and 
Aix-les-Bains,  may  claim  a  place  in  other  groups. 

The  very  hot  Algerian  baths  near  Biskra,  the  "  Fontaine  chaude " 
(Hammam  Salahin,  Bath  of  the  Saints),  of  a  temperature  of  about  112°  F.  ; 
Hammam  Meskouttin,  with  waters  of  170°  F.  ;  Hammam  Rlrha,  158°  F.  ; 
and  others,  may  be  regarded  as  belonging  to  this  group. 

The  United  States  of  America  are  rich  in  simple  thermal  springs, 

which  are  partly  in  use,  partly  in  course  of  development.  Some 

of   the  most   important  are — the   "Hot    Springs"  in  Virginia,  the 

"  Hot   Springs  "    in    Arkansas,    the    "  Calistoga    Hot    Springs,"  the 

"  Geysers,"  the  "Pass  Eobles  Hot  Springs"  in  California,  the  "Idaho 

Hot  Springs"  in  Colorado,  the  "  Warm  Springs"  in  North  Carolina,  the 

"  AVarm  Springs "  in  Georgia,  the   "  Lebanon  Springs "  in  Columbia 

1  For  all  English  Spas,  see  The.  Climates  and  Baths  of  Oreat  Britain,  by  the  Committee 
of  the  Roy.  Med.  and  Chir.  Society.    London  :  Macmillan,  1895. 
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County,  the  "Warm  Springs"  and  the  "Healing  Springs"  in  Bath 
County.  AVe  refer  for  the  mineral  waters  of  the  United  States  to  Dr. 
Walton's  work  (New  York,  1883). 

Here  we  ought  to  mention  the  large  cave  of  Monsummano  in  Italy,  in 
which  hot  vapour  is  disengaged  from  numerous  surfaces  of  hot  water. 
The  patient  walks  about  in  it  as  in  a  spacious  steam-bath.  The  benefit 
derived  by  Garibaldi  has  brought  new  fame  to  Monsummano.  Smaller, 
partly  artificial  excavations  in  the  rocks  of  Battaglia,  in  the  Euganean 
Hills  of  Upper  Italy,  are  used  in  a  similar  way. 

Enumeration. — We  can  mention  some  of  the  best-known  waters  of 
this  group  in  the  form  of  a  table  shoAving  at  a  glance  the  two  most 
important  points,  namely,  the  elevation  above  sea-level  and  the  tempera- 
ture of  the  springs. 


Name  of  Spa. 

Country. 

A  j)j>roxiiiiative 
elevation  above 
Sea  in  feet. 

Temperature  of 
Springs  in  Fahrenheit. 

Panticosa 

Spain  (Pyrenees)  . 

5000 

77°  to  92° 

Leuk  (Loeclie-les-Bain.s) 

Switzerland . 

4600 

102°  to  122° 

Boimio  .... 

Italy  . 

4300 

90°  to  104° 

Wildbad  Gastein  . 

Eastern  Aljis 

3300 

95°  to  104-8° 

Pfaetfers 

Switzerland . 

•2115 

100° 

Johannisbad  . 

Bohemia 

2000 

86° 

Bagneres-de-Bigorre 

French  Pyrenees  . 

1850 

90°  to  95° 

Ragatz  .... 

Switzerland  . 

1700 

96°  to  98° 

Badenweiler  . 

Baden  . 

1425 

86°  to  90-5° 

Landeck 

Prussian  Silesia  . 

1400 

66°  to  84-2° 

Wildbad 

Wurtemberg 

1323 

95°  to  98-6° 

Plombieres 

France 

1300 

65°  to  156° 

Luxeuil  .... 

France 

1300 

65°  to  163° 

Neiihaus 

Styria  . 

1200 

95° 

Liebenzell 

Wurtemberg 

1113 

72°  to  82° 

Warmbrunn  . 

Prussian  Silesia  . 

1100 

.  97°  to  104° 

Tobelbad 

Styria  . 

1090 

77°  to  82° 

Aix-les-Baiiis 

Savoy  . 

1060 

86°  to  120° 

Buxton  .... 

England 

1000 

82° 

Schlangenbad 

Nassau 

900 

81-5°  to  86°  • 

Romerbad  and  Tuti'er 

Styria  . 

700-800 

81-5°  to  86° 

Neris  .... 

France 

800 

114°  to  125° 

Teplitz  .... 

Bohemia 

650 

95°  to  120° 

Lucca  .... 

Italy  . 

500 

100°  to  120° 

Dax  .... 

France 

130 

88°  to  140° 

Bath  .... 

England 

100 

100°  to  120° 

Action. — The  Avater  of  such  springs,  when  taken  internally,  acts 
probably  like  any  other  pure,  not  hard,  ordinary  warm  water  of  the  same 
temperature.  AVe  may  refer  for  this  use  to  the  article  on  "  Hydrothera- 
peutics,"  restricting  ourselves  to  the  remark  that  Avarm  water  is  more  rapidly 
absorbed  by  the  stomach,  and  makes  less.demand  on  the  body  by  saving 
the  expenditure  of  heat.  AVe  are  occasionally  told  by  some  patients, 
whose  words  are  in  our  note-books,  that  a  .single  tumblerful  of  the  Avater 
of  Gastein,  or  AVildbad,  or  Buxton,  or  Teplitz,  or  Bath  has  given  rise  to 
striking  symptoms,  such  as  the  most  severe  headache,  giddiness,  inability 
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to  walk,  sleeplessness,  etc.,  and,  on  the  other  side,  to  rapid  removal  of 
long  -  standing  neuralgia,  headache,  sleeplessness,  mental  depression, 
anorexia,  optic  disturbances,  etc.  It  is  not  impossible  that  these  extra- 
ordinary effects,  good  as  well  as  bad,  which  are  quite  out  of  proportion 
to  the  quality  and  quantity  of  the  remedial  agent,  were  due  to  imagination 
or  suggestion. 

Uses. — Drinking  courses  of  these  waters  are  useful  in  irritable  con- 
ditions of  the  mucous  membranes  of  the  digestive  and  respiratory  organs, 
in  gastralgia,  and  in  some  forms  of  gout  and  rheumatism. 

Bathing  courses  often  act  beneficially  in  allaying  great  sensitiveness 
and  excitability  of  the  nervous  system  in  its  various  spheres,  and  are 
therefore  often  resorted  to  in  cases  of  neuralgia,  hypersesthesia,  and 
hysteria.  Their  reputation  in  painful  cicatrices  and  rheumatism  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  old  injuries  is  historical.  In  chronic  rheumatism,  in 
sciatica,  and  allied  affections,  in  some  forms  of  gout  and  their  remnants, 
these  waters  often  assist  and  complete  the  cure,  especially  when  combined 
Avith  Swedish  gymnastics  and  massage. 

In  the  choice  of  the  most  suitable  spa  for  individual  cases  the  situa- 
tion and  climate  of  the  spa,  the  elevation  above  sea-level,  the  quality  of 
the  bathing  arrangements,  and  the  accommodation,  are  to  be  considered  ; 
and  not  less  so  the  skill  of  the  medical  guidance,  and  of  the  persons 
applying  massage  and  Swedish  gymnastics. 

2.  Common  Salt  op  Muriated  Saline  Waters.  — Although  com- 
mon salt  forms  the  principal  ingredient  of  these  waters,  many  of 
them  contain  iron,  carbonates  of  sodium,  lithium,  magnesium,  and 
calcium,  and  other  chlorides ;  some  also  sulphates  of  sodium,  magnesia, 
and  lime,  others  sulphides  and  sulphuretted  hydrogen,  and  again  others 
traces  of  bromine  and  iodine  and  other  substances.  In  some  of  these 
waters  the  action  is  no  doubt  modified  by  these  admixtures,  but  as  the 
effect  of  the  chloride  of  sodium  seems  to  predominate,  they  have  been 
placed  in  this  group.  The  difference  of  different  springs  is  great,  not 
only  by  the  amount  of  common  salt  and  other  solid  ingredients  which 
they  contain,  but  also  by  the  presence  of  free  carbonic  acid  in  greater  or 
smaller  amount  in  some  of  them ;  and  further  by  the  temperature,  as 
some  are  more  or  less  hot,  while  the  majority  are  cold.  In  a  larger  work 
it  would  perhaps  be  advantageous  to  make  several  subdivisions  according 
to  strength,  according  to  temperature,  according  to  the  presence  or  absence 
of  carbonic  acid,  and  according  to  that  of  other  solid  constituents  ;  but 
in  this  survey  we  will  only  mention  the  more  important  common  salt 
waters,  dividing  them  according  to  their  situation  in  different  countries. 

Enumeration. — The  number  of  common  salt  waters  in  various 
countries  is  very  great.  England  has  the  most  concentrated  salt  waters 
or  brines  at  Droitwich,  Nantvvich,  Middlewich,  and  Ashby-de-la-Zouche. 
Droitwich,  which  has  satisfactory  arrangements  and  accommodation,  is 
one  of  the  best  places  for  brine -baths.  Moderate  amounts  of  salt  are 
contained  in  the  waters  of  Woodhall,  where  they  are  combined  with 
bromine  and  iodine  in  small  quantities.  Harrogate,  situated  in  a  bracing 
VOL.  I  Y 
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district  of  Yorkshire,  the  most  tiourishiiig  of  spas  in  England  for  drink- 
ing, and  to  some  degree  also  for  bathing  courses,  has  springs  of  varying 
strength  in  common  salt,  combined  with  sulphuretted  hydrogen  and 
sulphide  of  sodium.  Llandrindod  (Wales)  possesses  similar  springs, 
rather  weaker,  but  still  useful.  At  Bridge  of  Allan,  in  Scotland,  situated 
in  a  sheltered  position,  we  have  a  large  admixture  of  chloride  of  lime 
and  sulphate  of  lime.  Melksham  (Wilts)  deserves  a  place  as  well  here 
as  amongst  the  sulphated  waters.  At  Leamington  and  Cheltenham  the 
common  salt  is  combined  with  so  great  a  proportion  of  sulphates  that 
these  springs  may  be  placed  in  the  group  of  sulphated  waters.  England 
has  no  thermal  saline  waters. 

In  Germany  and  Austro- Hungary  we  may  mention — Kissingen, 
Homburg,  Soden  (on  Taunus),  Nauheim,  Rehme-Oeynhausen,  Kreuznach, 
Wiesbaden,  Baden-Baden,  Reichenhall,  Ischl,  Hall  in  the  Tyrol,  Hall  in 
Wurtemberg,  Hall  in  Austria,  Kreuth,  Diirkheim,  Niederbronn  (Alsace), 
Krankenheil,  Salzungen,  Cannstatt,  Cronthal,  Aix-la-Chapelle  (with  sul- 
phur), to  which  many  others  could  be  added.  Germany  does  not  possess 
any  brine-baths  so  concentrated  as  Droitwich  and  Nantwich,  but  it  has 
the  advantage  of  several  waters  rich  in  carbonic  acid,  as  Kissingen,  Hom- 
burg, Soden,  Nauheim,  and  Rehme  ;  and  again  some  with  elevated  tem- 
peratures, as  Wiesbaden,  Baden-Baden,  Aix-la-Chapelle,  Nauheim,  and 
Rehme. 

France  is  rich  in  salt  springs  of  elevated  temperature  and  strong  to 
medium  mineralisation  :  Bourbonne  (Haute -Marne),  Balaruc  (Herault), 
Bourbon  I'Archambault  (AUier),  Bourbon-Lancy  (Saone-et-Loire),  Lamotte 
(Jura) ;  Uriage  (Isere),  and  St.  Gervais  (Savoie),  with  sulphur ;  Chatel- 
Guyon  (Puy-de-Dome),  with  iron.  Amongst  the  cold  salt  springs  of 
France,  Salins  (Jura)  and  Brides-les-Bains  deserve  to  be  mentioned. 

Switzerland  possesses  strong  salt  waters  at  Bex  and  Rheinfelden.  In 
Italy  one  of  the  most  popular  salt  spas  is  Monte  Cattini  in  Tuscany  ; 
Castro  Caro,  likewise  in  Tuscany,  is  comparatively  rich  in  iodine.  Ischia 
and  Castellamare  were  used  in  ancient  times. 

Spain  has  in  Caldas-de-Montbuy,  in  the  province  of  Barcelona,  a 
strong  thermal  salt  water  of  great  local  reputation,  and  a  weaker  one  in 
Caldas-de-Malavella  in  the  province  of  Girone,  remarkable  for  the  large 
proportion  of  chloride  of  calcium  and  magnesium. 

Caldas-da-Rainlia,  in  Portugal,  in  a  beautiful  situation,  is  a  most  useful 
weak  thermal  salt  spring,  impregnated  with  sulphuretted  hydrogen. 

North  America  j^ossesses  St.  Catherine's  Wells,  Michigan  Congress 
Spring,  Spring  Lake  Well,  Fruit  Port  Well,  Ballston  Spa,  and  the  much- 
frequented  Saratoga  Springs. 

Action. — Common  salt  is  an  important  constituent  of  all  our  organs 
and  tissues  ;  it  is  an  essential  part  of  food^  and  cannot  be  dispensed  with 
for  any  length  of  time.  It  plays  a  great  part  in  the  nutrition  and  meta- 
))olism  of  our  body.  Owing  to  its  easy  dift'usibility,  a  large  portion  of 
the  salt  taken  in  natural  waters  is  absorbed  at  once  in  the  stomach, 
while  another  part  passes  into  the  intestines.    It  stimulates  the  secreting 
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apparatus  of  the  stomach  and  intestines,  the  peristaltic  action  of  the 
bowels,  and  the  circulation  in  the  portal  vein.  It  seems  to  act  specially 
on  the  mucous  membranes,  and  to  render  their  secretions  less  viscid. 
According  to  Voit  it  increases  the  solubility  and  diffusibility  of  albumin, 
and  his  experiments  corroborate  those  of  Bischoff  and  Kaupp,  showing 
that  an  increased  supply  of  chloride  of  sodium  causes  an  increase  in  the 
excretion  of  nitrogen  through  the  urine.  As  many  persons  take  at  their 
meals  a  considerable  quantity  of  salt  in  addition  to  that  contained  in  the 
food  itself,  the  extra  amount  taken  in  salt  waters,  say  100  to  300  grains 
at  the  outside,  may  seem  unimportant ;  but  if  we  take  into  account  that 
this  extra,  dissolved  in  water,  is  taken  on  an  empty  stomach  during  half 
an  hour  or  an  hour,  and  that  the  absorption  and  diffusion  is  mostly  aided 
by  gentle  exercise,  it  cannot  be  regarded  as  insignificant. 

Carbonic  acid  in  these  waters,  as  in  other  mineral  waters  impregnated 
with  it,  seems  to  alleviate  irritation  of  the  sensitive  nerves  of  the  stomach, 
and,  by  stimulating  the  minute  capillaries  and  the  secretion  and  peri- 
staltic action  of  the  stomach  and  intestines,  to  accelerate  the  passage 
of  the  waters  from  the  stomach  into  the  intestines,  and  to  promote  action 
of  the  bowels. 

In  the  form  of  baths  chloride  of  sodium  and  the  other  chlorides  act  as 
stimulants  on  the  nerves  and  blood-vessels  of  the  skin,  and  this  stimulus 
seems  to  be  transmitted  to  the  nerve  centres  and  thus  to  influence  the 
function  of  internal  organs.  A  feeling  of  warmth  is  produced  by  a  warm 
salt  bath  greater  than  is  due  to  the  actual  elevation  of  temperature. 
The  presence  of  carbonic  acid  in  the  water  appears  to  heighten  these 
effects.  Actual  absorption  of  chlorides  does  not  occur,  or,  at  all  events, 
the  quantity  absorbed  is  so  small  that  it  may  be  left  out  of  consideration. 

Uses. — The  common  salt  waters  are  much  used  in  sluggish  action  of 
the  bowels  and  stagnation  in  the  branches  of  the  portal  vein,  with  the 
resulting  troubles  of  dyspepsia,  of  congestion  of  the  pelvic  organs  and 
hsemorrhoidal  vessels  and  enlargement  of  the  liver.  They  deserve  in 
such  conditions  to  be  preferred  to  "  bitter  waters "  (and  also  to  the 
alkaline  sulphated  waters)  in  spare  persons  where  emaciation  is  to  be 
avoided.  They  are  also  useful  in  catarrh  of  the  stomach  and  intestines, 
and  also  in  catarrhs  of  the  respiratory  organs,  where  they  render  the 
secretion  less  viscid  and  promote  expectoration.  In  chronic  bronchitis 
their  beneficial  effect  is,  no  doubt,  largely  due  to  the  indirect  action  on  the 
right  ventricle  and  to  the  improvement  in  the  contraction  of  the  whole 
heart.  Their  use  (especially  that  of  the  hot  springs)  in  chronic  rheumatism, 
in  sciatica,  and  some  forms  of  peripheric  neuritis,  is  well  known.  Some  of 
them  have  also  long-standing  reputation  in  scrofula,  as  Creuznach, 
Krankenheil,  Woodhall,  and  in  the  removal  of  chronic  enlargement  of 
the  womb  and  remains  of  perimetritis.  Many  judicious  gynaecologists 
maintain  the  good  effects  of  these  spas  in  uterine  fibroids,  although  this 
is  not  generally  admitted. 

3.  Alkaline  Waters. — Waters  of  this  class  contain  carbonate  of 
sodium  as  a  prominent  constituent,  and,  besides,  a  varying  amount  of  free 
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carbonic  acid  ;  but  many  of  the  waters  contain  chloride  of  sodium,  and 
others  sulphate  of  soda  in  so  large  a  proportion  that  we  are  obliged  to 
make  three  subdivisions : — {a)  Simple  Alkaline  Waters ;  (b)  Muriated 
Alkaline  JFaters ;  (c)  Sulpltated  Alkaline  Waters. 

Enumeration  of  the  princijaal  spas  : — (a)  Simple  Alkaline  Waters  are 
partly  hot,  partly  cold  ;  the  hot  springs  are  Vichy  (France),  Neuenahr 
(Germany),  Mont  Dore,  Chaudes  Aigues,  and  N6ris,  in  France ;  the  three 
last  are  feebly  mineralised.  Mont  Dore  has  an  appreciable  amount  of 
arsenic,  on  account  of  which  it  will  again  claim  a  place  in  a  later  class. 
The  cold  waters  are  Rohitsch  in  Styria,  Vals  (Depart.  Ardeche),  Obersalz- 
brunn  (Silesia),  Le  Boulou  (Pyrenees),  Evian  (Savoy),  the  Helenenquelle 
at  Wildungen,  Bilin  (Bohemia),  and  a  number  of  feebly  mineralised 
waters  which  are  used  as  table  waters  (Apollinaris,  Gerolstein,  Fachingen, 
Geilnau,  Giesshuebel,  Soulzmatt,  Wilhelmsquelle,  Taunusquelle). 

(b)  Muriated  Alkaline  Waters. — The  principal  hot  springs  are  Ems 
(Nassau),  Royat  (Auvergne),  with  some  lithium  and  arsenic;  La  Bourboule 
(Auvergne),  with  arsenic ;  Chatel  Guyon  (Puy-de-D6me),  Szczawnicza 
(Galicia).  The  cold  springs  are  Luhatschowitz  (Bohemia),  Elster  (Saxony), 
Gleichenberg  (Styria),  Weilbach  (Nassau),  Toennisstein  (Rhine)  and  the 
table  waters  of  Roisdorf  and  Selters.  In  North  America  the  Congress 
Springs  in  California  and  the  St.  Louis  Spring  in  Michigan  belong  to  this 
class.  The  California  Seltzer  Springs  contain  a  large  amount  of  carbonate 
of  magnesium. 

((•)  Sulphated  Alkaline  Waters. — The  difi'erent  springs  of  Carlsbad 
(Bohemia)  are  all  more  or  less  hot ;  the  weak  springs  of  Bertrich  (Rhenish 
Prussia)  are  lukewarm  (87°  F.) ;  Marienbad  (Bohemia),  Franzensbad 
(Bohemia),  Elster  (Saxony),  and  Tarasp  (Switzerland)  are  cold,  as  also 
Rohitsch  (Styria)  and  a  weak  spring  at  Fiii-ed  (Hungary). 

Action. — Like  chloride  of  sodium,  so  also  is  carbonate  of  sodium  an 
important  constituent  of  the  human  body,  and  inlays  a  part  in  its  meta- 
bolism. Liebig  surmised  that  it  acted  as  vehicle  for  the  carbonic  acid 
from  the  blood  to  the  lungs.  It  has  a  great  share  in  the  secretion  of 
saliva,  bile,  pancreatic  juice,  and  the  digestive  processes.  Introduced 
into  the  stomach,  carbonate  of  soda  neutralises  the  acidity  of  the  gastric 
secretion,  and  acts  as  an  antacid  ;  it  increases  the  flow  of  bile  and  renders 
it  more  fluid  ;  it  also  renders  the  intestinal  mucus  less  viscid,  and  acts  as 
a  diuretic.  In  large  doses  it  is  apt  to  cause  emaciation  ;  in  small  doses 
it  rarely  has  this  effect.  The  combination  with  common  salt  in  the 
muriated  alkaline  waters  further  counteracts  the  emaciating  and  weakening 
tendency  of  the  pure  alkaline  Avaters,  besides  which  some  of  the  action 
of  common  salt  mentioned  under  that  head  is  brought  about.  A  greatly 
modified  eff'ect  is  exercised  by  the  combination  with  sulphate  of  soda 
in  the  sulphated  alkaline  waters.  The  'laxative  eft'ect  of  this  salt  is 
predominant ;  it  may  be  due  to  stimulation  of  the  nerve-ends  in  the 
mucous  membrane,  or  to  increased  exosmosis,  or  both  combined.  The 
increased  movement  in  the  intestinal  walls  leads  to  more  rapid  flow  of 
blood  in  the  branches  of  the  portal  vein  and  in  the  liver  itself,  and 
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further  assists  in  the  fluidifying  effects  of  the  alkalies  on  the  bile  and 
intestinal  mucus.  By  easing  the  portal  circulation  the  contractions  of  a 
dilated  heart  are  improved,  and  chronic  pulmonary  catarrh  is  relieved. 

C/sd?. — Alkaline  waters  are  serviceable  in  certain  forms  of  dyspepsia 
where  there  is  a  tendency  to  excessive  formation  of  acid  in  the  stomach, 
and  especially  in  those  cases  where  this  tendency  is  combined  with 
catarrh  of  the  stomach  and  intestines ;  but  they  are  injurious  in  catarrhal 
conditions  of  the  digestive  organs  with  deficiency  of  acidity,  as  often 
occurs  in  ansemia,  chlorosis,  and  convalescence  from  acute  disease.  The 
muriated  alkaline  waters  act  beneficially  in  chronic  catarrh  of  the  respira- 
tory organs.  The  sulphated  alkaline  waters  are  often  very  helpful  in 
atonic  constipation,  with  all  its  injurious  effects  on  the  blood,  on  the 
circulation  of  the  portal  vein,  and  consequent  passive  congestion  of  the 
liver ;  also  in  tendency  to  gall-stones,  and  to  uric  acid  gravel ;  in  some 
forms  of  gout,  and  in  the  glycosuria  of  gouty  and  corpulent  persons. 

4.  Sulphated  Waters,  or  Bitter  Waters. — We  will  apply  this  name 
to  the  waters  containing  as  their  active  constituent  the  sulphates  of 
magnesium  and  sodium.  Some  of  them  contain  sufficient  amounts  of 
chloride  of  sodium  to  produce  an  alteration  in  their  effects.  The 
majority  of  these  waters  are  used  at  home,  not  by  residence  at  the  spas. 

Emmieraiion. — Franz  Joseph,  Hunyadi  Janos,  JEsculap,  and  other 
"  Hungarian  Bitter  Waters  "  ;  Eubinat  (Spain),  Birmensdorf  (Switzerland), 
Pullna  (Bohemia),  Sedlitz  (Bohemia),  Saidschutz  (Bohemia),  Montmirail 
(Dep.  Vaucluse),  Friedrichshall  (Saxe-Meiningen),  Mergentheim  (Wur- 
temberg),  Melksham  (Wilts),  these  three  with  a  large  proportion  of 
chloride  of  sodium ;  the  Victoria  Spa  (near  Stratford-on-Avon),  Purton 
Spa  (Wilts),  Cherry  Rock  (Gloucester),  Scarborough  (Yorkshire), 
Leamington  and  Cheltenham  {vide  Common  Salt  Waters). 

In  this  class  we  may  mention  Brides-les-Bains  in  Savoy,  with  hot 
mixed  sulphated  saline  springs,  containing  the  sulphates  of  sodium  and 
calcium  and  chloride  of  sodium.  These  are  the  only  waters  of  this  class 
which  are  principally  taken  not  at  a  distance,  but  at  the  place  itself, 
which  is  situated  in  a  beautiful  valley,  south  of  the  Mont  Blanc  chain. 

Action. — Inmoderate  doses  these  waters  stimulate  themucous  membrane 
of  the  digestive  tract,  and  increase  at  the  same  time  the  peristaltic  actions. 
In  larger  doses  they  cause  watery  motions.  Their  action  is  similar  to 
that  of  the  sulphated  alkaline  waters  described  in  the  preceding  class. 

Uses. — They  are  used  in  habitual  constipation,  with  sluggish  circula- 
tion in  the  portal  vein  and  its  branches,  in  passive  congestion  of  the  liver, 
and  in  excessive  corpulency.  They  have  the  reputation  of  removing  the 
latter  by  an  accelerating  influence  on  the  retrogressive  tissue  change  of 
proteinaceous  substances.  Whether  this  be  so  or  not,  no  doubt  they 
remove  the  alimentary  substances  from  the  intestines  before  all  the 
nutrient  has  been  absorbed ;  they  act  therefore  as  abstractors,  and, 
unless  an  increased  amount  of  food  is  taken,  the  weight  must  decrease. 
We  often  hear  that  bitter  waters  are  quite  mild,  certain,  and  easy 
aperients ;  this  is  the  rule  with  many  persons,  but  the  exceptions  to  this 
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rule  are  rather  frequent.  They  act  injuriously  in  most  cases  of  chronic 
peritonitis  and  of  the  resulting  adhesions,  in  ulcers  of  the  stomach  and 
intestines,  and  in  cancerous  affections  of  these  organs. 

We  have  sometimes  heard  that  it  is  more  simple  to  prescribe  a  certain 
amount  of  sulphates  in  substance  and  administer  them  dissolved  in  hot  or 
cold  water ;  but  in  our  trials  of  this  plan  we  have  frequently  found  that 
a  much  larger  dose  of  the  salts  thus  prescribed  was  required  in  order  to 
produce  the  same  aperient  effect  as  a  dose  of  mineral  water  containing  a 
smaller  quantity  of  bitter  salts.  We  have  noticed  this  especially  in 
using  the  more  composite  waters  such  as  Friedrichshall,  or  Franz  Joseph, 
or  Hunyadi,  or  the  sulphated  alkaline  waters  of  the  preceding  class  : 
in  like  manner  a  larger  quantity  of  the  dried  natural  salts  (say  of 
Carlsbad  salts)  seem  to  be  required  than  would  correspond  to  the  active 
quantity  of  the  mineral  waters  at  say  one  of  the  Carlsbad  springs.  It  is 
probable  that  not  all  the  substances  contained  in  the  mineral  water  are 
contained  in  the  same  conditions  and  combinations  in  the  salts  obtained 
from  it ;  one  point  is  evident,  namely,  that  the  free  carbonic  acid  is  lost 
in  the  salts.  The  latter  defect  may  often  be  corrected  by  taking  the  salts 
in  one  of  the  natural  acidulated  table  waters,  or  in  "  salutaris  "  or  soda 
water.  Possibly,  also,  the  preparation  of  these  so-called  "  natural  salts  " 
is  not  always  accurate,  and  indeed  may  be  in  some  much-employed  salts 
intentionally  modified,  so  as  to  furnish  transparent  crystallised  instead 
of  opaque  amorphous  salts. 

5.  Iron  or  Chalybeate  Waters. — This  term  is  applied  to  those  springs 
in  which  the  proportion  of  iron  to  the  other  ingredients  is  large  enough 
to  produce  a  therapeutic  effect.  A  great  many  of  the  mineral  waters 
enumerated  in  other  classes  contain  iron ;  but  the  amount  of  other 
constituents  is  considered  to  predominate  over  the  iron.  The  iron  is  mostly 
contained  in  them  as  a  bicarbonate,  with  free  carbonic  acid,  and  the 
quantity  rarely  exceeds  four-tenths  to  six-tenths  of  a  grain  in  sixteen 
ounces  of  water.  There  are  some  springs  with  sulphate  of  iron  in  rather 
larger  quantity,  but  they  are  rarely  used  therapeutically.  We  may 
divide  the  iron  springs  into — (a)  fure  iron  waters  containing  only  a  few  grains 
of  other  substances  in  sixteen  ounces  of  water ;  and  (b)  mixed  iron  waters 
which  contain,  besides  the  iron,  a  larger  but  still  a  small  amount  of  other 
substances,  enough  to  alter  somewhat  the  character  without  removing  the 
predominant  effect  of  iron.  There  is,  however,  no  strict  line  of  division 
between  these  groups. 

Enumeration. — («)  Pure  or  comparativchi  jnire  iron  waters. — Schwalbach 
(Nassau),  Spa  (Belgium),  Ceresole  Reale  in  Piedmont,  Koenigswarth 
(Bohemia),  Orezza  (Corsica),  Schandau  (Saxony),  Alexisbad  (Harz  Moun- 
tains), Briickenau  (Bavaria),  Flitwick  (Beds),  Tunbridge  Wells  (Kent), 
Charbonnieres  (Rhone,  France),  {h)  Mixed  iron  waters  contain,  in  addi- 
tion to  bicarbonate  of  iron,  bicarbonates  of  sodium,  magnesium  or  calcium, 
as  Arapatak  (Transylvania),  Griesbach  (Baden),  Liebenstein  (Thiiringen), 
with  bicarbonate  of  lime ;  St.  Moritz  (Oberengadin),  Santa  Catarina 
(Northern  Italy),  Pyrmont  (Waldeck),  Recoaro  (Northern  Italy),  Reinerz 
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(Silesia),  Sternberg  (Bohemia),  Godesberg  (Rhenish  Prussia),  Booklet 
(Bavaria),  Imnau  (Wiirtemberg),  Cudowa  (Silesia),  Kohlgrub  (Bavarian 
Tyrol),  Cambray  Chalybeate  (Cheltenham). 

Some  possess  an  appreciable  amount  of  sulphate  of  soda,  as  Rippold- 
sau  (Baden)  and  Driburg  (Westphalia),  the  "  Stahlquelle  "  and  "  Kalte 
Sprudel "  at  Fi-anzensbad  (Bohemia),  Elster  (Saxony). 

France  possesses  two  thermal  iron  springs  in  Rennes-les-Bains  (Aude) 
and  Sylvanes  (Aveyron). 

A  strong  iron  water  is  that  of  Muskau  (Silesia),  which  contains  both 
carbonate  and  sulphate  of  iron. 

The  arsenic  waters  of  Roncegno  and  Levico,  in  the  Austrian  part  of 
the  Italian  Tyrol,  contain  large  proportions  of  sulphate  of  iron. 

Action. — The  points  accepted  by  the  majority  of  medical  men  as  to 
the  effects  of  iron  waters  are  : — Increased  formation  of  blood  globules  ; 
improved  contractility  of  the  circulating  apparatus,  including  the  heart ; 
better  oxidation  and  heat  production ;  improvement  in  appetite  and 
general  nutrition.  A  small  quantity  only  of  iron  is  absorbed  by  the 
stomach,  and  none  by  the  skin.  The  baths  of  the  pure  iron  springs 
seem  to  act  like  ordinary  water-baths  impregnated  with  carljonic  acid. 

Uses. — Iron  waters  are,  in  the  minds  of  most  people,  the  best  remedy 
for  ansemia  ;  but  their  use  in  this  respect  is  perhaps  overrated.  There 
are  many  cases  of  ansemia  which  are  not  improved,  but  aggravated,  not 
only  by  pharmaceutical  preparations  of  iron,  l)ut  also  by  iron  waters. 
Ansemia  and  chlorosis  are  often  caused  by  constipation  and  poisoning  by 
ptomaines.  In  these  cases  pure  iron  waters  are  mostly  injurious,  while 
some  of  the  common  salt  waters  and  sulphated  waters,  with  or  withoTit 
small  proportions  of  iron,  are  useful.  Many  other  morbid  conditions  com- 
plicated with  ansemia — for  instance,  malarial  cachexia  and  some  chronic 
skin  diseases — are  likewise  rarely  cured  by  pure  iron  waters,  and  this 
reminds  one  forcibly  of  the  prescriptions  of  some  very  successful  practi- 
tioners who  combine  good  doses  of  sulphate  of  soda  or  sulphate  of 
magnesia  with  iron  whenever  they  prescribe  the  latter. 

There  are,  however,  some  cases  of  pure  ansemia  and  some  complications 
of  neuralgia,  sterility,  impotency,  and  general  debility  complicated  with 
ansemia,  which  are  benefited  by  iron  waters  in  drinking  as  well  as  bathing 
courses.  In  some  cases  of  this  kind  the  compound  iron  and  arsenic 
waters  are  indicated. 

We  have  mentioned  under  the  head  of  simple  thermal  waters  that  the 
degree  of  elevation  above  sea-level  must  be  regarded  as  an  important 
point  in  the  effects  produced  on  the  invalid.  These  remarks  are 
applicable  to  all  the  different  spas,  but  especially  to  the  chalybeate  class. 
A  course  of  waters,  say  of  a  month,  at  St.  Moritz,  or  Ceresole  Reale,  or 
Santa  Catarina,  between  5000  and  6000  feet  above  sea-level,  has  a 
different  effect  on  the  constitution  from  that  of  similai-ly  constituted 
waters  at  elevations  below  1000  feet. 

6.  Arsenic  Waters. — There  are  no  pure  arsenic  waters,  but  the  waters 
containing  arsenic  in  appreciable  amounts  contain  also  either  iron  or 
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saline  substances.  Arsenic  is,  however,  so  powerful  a  substance  that  we 
venture  to  place  these  waters  together  in  a  small  separate  group,  in  order 
to  direct  more  attention  to  them.  The  group  will  perhaps  be  enlarged 
l)y  further  discoveries. 

The  strongest  arsenic  waters  used  at  present  are  those  of  Roncegno 
and  Levico,  which  possess  sulphate  of  iron  combined  with  arsenic  ;  they  are 
both  situated  in  the  Southern  Tyrol,  not  far  from  Trento.  They  are  1)oth 
so  strong  that  the  doses  required  are  small,  and  that  they  are  advan- 
tageously diluted  with  warm  water,  or  with  one  of  the  acidulous  table 
waters,  or  with  wine,  and  taken  at  or  after  meals  in  doses  of  one  or  two 
teaspoonfuls,  increasing  gradually  to  two  tablespoonfuls.  It  is  advisable 
to  commence  with  small  doses,  and  carefully  to  watch  the  effect,  as  in 
some  persons  they  occasionally  cause  digestive  derangements,  such  as 
diarrhoea,  and  in  others  constipation. 

There  are  now  fair  hotels  both  at  Levico  and  Roncegno,  but  the  waters 
are  more  used  away  from  the  spas  themselves. 

At  Val  Senistra,  in  the  Lower  Engadine,  are  springs  containing  arsenic 
in  smaller  quantity  (one-fifth  of  the  strength  of  Roncegno  and  Levico), 
combined  with  carbonate  of  iron  and  carbonate  of  soda. 

Ceresole  Reale,  in  Piedmont,  has,  in  addition  to  bicarbonate  of  iron, 
small  quantities  of  arsenic ;  it  is  situated  in  a  beautiful  and  bracing 
locality,  and  has  good  accommodation. 

Use». — These  arsenical  chalybeate  waters  are  applicable  to  the  same 
ailments  as  are  the  pure  and  mixed  iron  Avaters,  but  specially  deserve 
a  trial  in  chronic  skin  affections  with  anaemia,  in  lymphatic  and  glandular 
diseases,  and  in  malarial  cachexia. 

La  Bourboule,  which  we  have  mentioned  already  amongst  the  warm 
muriated  alkaline  waters,  has  so  appreciable  an  amount  of  arsenic  that 
it  demands  a  j^reference  over  other  muriated  alkaline  waters  in  chronic 
skin  diseases,  and  may  also  assist  in  the  treatment  of  chronic  phthisis. 

Mont  Dore,  with  a  smaller  amount  of  arsenic  and  alkaline  substance 
than  La  Bourboule,  has  a  much  greater  reputation  in  the  treatment  of 
asthma.  This  is  probably  due  in  part  to  its  higher  elevation,  and  in  part 
to  the  very  energetic  use  of  inhalations ;  which,  however,  require  careful 
management  in  delicate  j^ersons. 

7.  Sulphur  Waters. — They  contain  either  sulphide  of  sodium,  calcium, 
potassium,  or  magnesium,  or  sulphuretted  hydrogen  in  an  appreciable  and 
fairly  constant  proportion. 

In  some  of  the  springs,  as  at  Aix-les-Bains  and  Landeck,  the  quantity 
of  sulphur  is  so  small  that  they  may  be  placed  amongst  the  simple 
thermal  waters. 

In  other  sulphur  waters  the  amount  of  chloride  of  sodium  and  other 
solid  substances  is  so  large  that  they  find  a  place  in  other  classes ;  such, 
for  instance,  is  the  case  with  Harrogate,  Llandrindod,  Uriage,  Aix-la- 
Chapelle,  Caldas-da-Rainha,  Mehadia,  the  Columbia  Springs,  and  the 
Louisville  Artesian  Well  in  the  U.S.A.  Many  of  these  springs  are 
thermal,  but  some  are  cold. 
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Enumeration. — The  best  thermal  sulphur  waters  are  those  of  the 
French  Pyrenees — Eaux  Bonnes,  Eaux  Chaudes,  Cauterets,  Bareges,  St. 
Sauveur,  Bagneres-de-Luchon,  Le  Vernet,  Am6lie-les-Bains — which  all  con- 
tain the  sulphur  as  sulphide  of  sodium,  and  are  situated  at  fair  elevations. 

Other  hot  sulphur  waters  of  great  reputation  are — Baden,  Lavey,  and 
Schinznach  in  Switzerland ;  Aix-les-Bains  and  Uriage  in  France  ;  Aix-la- 
Chapelle  and  Burtscheid  in  Germany ;  Landeck  in  Silesia ;  Baden  in 
Austria ;  Mehadia  and  Pystjan  and  others  in  Hungary ;  Battaglia  and 
Acqui  in  Piedmont ;  Abano  in  the  Euganean  Mountains  of  Northern 
Italy ;  Panticosa  in  the  Spanish  Pyrenees  ;  Trillo  near  Madrid ;  Caldas- 
da-Rainha  in  Portugal ;  Helouan  in  the  Arabian  Desert  near  Cairo. 
Amongst  the  cold  springs  Harrogate  is  best  known  in  England,  Llan- 
drindod  and  Builth  in  Wales,  Strathpefi'er  and  Moffat  in  Scotland, 
Lisdoonvarna  in  Ireland ;  Challes,  Enghien,  and  two  springs  at  Bag- 
n^res-de-Bigorre  in  France;  Eilsen,  Nenndorf,  Weilbach,  Meinberg  in 
Germany ;  Alveneu,  Gurnigel,  Stachelberg,  and  Heustrich  in  Switzerland. 

Action. — Sulphuretted  hydrogen  is  absorbed  by  the  skin  and  by  the 
stomach,  and  we  know  that  larger  quantities  are  poisonous  by  depressing 
the  action  of  the  heart,  and  by  decomposing  the  blood  globules.  It  is, 
however,  difficult  to  account  for  the  alleged  action  of  such  small 
quantities  as  are  taken  up  by  the  system  during  drinking  and  bathing 
courses.  They  are  said  to  act  as  cholagogues,  but  this  is  not  clearly 
demonstrated  by  experiments. 

Uses. — They  are  used  in  chronic  rheumatism  and  gout,  but  hot  baths 
and  hot  water  drinking  are  likewise  beneficial,  and  it  is  not  certain  that 
the  presence  of  small  quantities  of  sulphur  adds  much  to  the  effect  of 
hot  water ;  the  same  may  be  said  with  regard  to  some  chronic  skin 
diseases.  Chronic  bronchial,  laryngeal  and  pharyngeal  catarrh  is 
benefited ;  and  often  also  hsemorrhoidal  conditions.  We  have  occasion- 
ally seen  good  effects  in  conditions  of  great  irritability  of  the  heart  Avith 
palpitation.  The  ancient  reputation  of  their  good  effects  in  poisoning 
with  mercury  or  lead  has  become  doubtful.  Much  has  been  written  about 
the  action  of  these  waters  in  syphilis,  but  we  must  not  forget  that  the 
successful  physicians  at  these  spas  make  most  energetic  use  of  mercury. 

8.  Earthy  or  Calcareous  Waters. — Carbonate  and  sulphate  of  lime 
and  carbonate  of  magnesia  are  the  principal  constituents. 

Enumeration. — Contrexeville,  Vittel,  Bagneres-de-Bigorre,  Pougues,  St. 
Arnaud,  Cransac  (contains  also  manganese  and  alum)  in  France;  Wil- 
dungen,  Lippspringe,  and  Inselbad  in  Germany ;  Alzola  and  Fitero, 
the  latter  with  hot  springs,  in  Spain ;  Chianciano,  with  hot  springs,  in 
Central  Italy ;  Weissenburg  in  Switzerland.  In  North  America  the  best- 
known  earthy  springs  are — the  Butterworth  Springs,  Eaton  Rapid  Wells, 
and  Leslie  Well  in  Michigan ;  the  Gettysburg  Spring  in  Pennsylvania, 
the  Sweet  Springs  in  West  Virginia,  and  the  Alleghany  Springs  in  Vir- 
ginia. The  table  waters,  St.  Galmier,  Couzan,  and  Taunus,  may  be  placed 
in  this  class.  Many  of  the  waters  mentioned  in  other  classes  contain 
much  calcareous  matter,  as  Bath,  Louche,  Bormio,  Lucca,  and  Fiired, 
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classed  amongst  the  simple  thermal  waters  ;  and  Baden  in  Austria,  Baden 
in  Switzerland,  Schinznach,  Battaglia,  and  Abano  amongst  the  sulphur 
waters. 

Action. — Internally  taken,  these  waters  exercise,  through  the  carbonate 
of  calcium,  an  antacid  and  also  soothing  effect  on  the  mucous  mem- 
branes, and  are  at  the  same  time  slightly  astringent  and  constipating, 
especially  when  they  contain  much  sulphate  of  lime.  In  bathing 
courses  their  action  is  nearly  the  same  as  that  of  simple  hot  water. 

Uses. — They  are  useful  in  dyspepsia,  with  irritability  of  the  mucous 
membrane,  acidity,  and  diarrhoea.  Some  of  these  waters  possess  a  great 
reputation  in  proclivity  to  gravel  and  stone,  and  to  chronic  catarrh  of  the 
bladder.  They  are  used  also  in  biliary  concretions,  and  in  gouty  condi- 
tions. Their  good  effects  are  probably  due  in  a  great  degree  to  the 
circumstance  that  these  waters  can  be  taken  in  large  quantities,  and  thus 
exercise  a  washing-out  effect.  In  cases  of  actual  stone  in  the  bladder,  or 
in  the  kidney,  the  use  of  these  waters  is  of  doubtful  value  ;  the  concre- 
tions may  be  actually  increased  by  fresh  deposits  around  them. 

A  sijeciality  at  some  springs,  especially  at  Louche  in  Switzei'land,  is 
the  treatment  of  chronic  eczema,  psoriasis,  and  other  chronic  skin  dis- 
eases by  hot  baths  prolonged  over  several  hours,  and  this  treatment  is 
not  rarely  successful,  at  all  events  for  a  certain  time  ;  but  relapses  are 
rather  common. 

II.  Therapeutic  Employment  of  Mineral  Waters 

There  is  perhaps  no  section  of  medicine  about  which  the  ideas  of 
the  educated  classes,  including  many  members  of  our  own  profession, 
are  so  vague  as  about  the  effects  of  courses  of  mineral  waters  and  baths, 
especially  at  foreign  spas.  On  the  one  side  we  hear  very  often  that  the 
good  effects  produced  by  sj^a  treatment  abroad  are  due,  not  to  the  waters 
and  baths,  but  only  to  the  concomitant  influences,  such  as  change  of 
locality  and  habits  of  living ;  on  the  other,  we  hear  that  the  waters 
alone  are  the  curing  agents,  and  that  they  have,  or  ought  to  have,  the 
same  effect  when  taken  at  home.  Both  views  are,  however,  defective, 
and  based  on  imperfect  observation.  The  error  of  the  former  assertion 
is  due  to  inferences  from  cases  Avhere  the  aberrations  from  health  are 
not  great,  and  are  caused  only  by  faults  of  home  life,  such  as  indul- 
gence in  food,  irregidar  hours,  social  or  business  worry,  excessive  or 
unsuccessful  work,  ac\ite  or  chronic  mental  shocks,  Avant  of  exercise,  and 
unhygienic  arrangements.  It  is  not  quite  so  easy  to  show  the  error  of 
the  latter  view,  but  it  is  equally  real  with  regard  to  the  majority  of  in- 
valids. It  is  a  great  tax  on  the  system  to  digest  compound  mineral 
Avaters.  There  are,  it  is  true,  strong  persons  Avith  imperfect  portal  circu- 
lation, dyspepsia,  hemorrhoidal  congestion,  and  inactive  liver,  avIio  are 
able  to  right  themselves  by  good  purgative  Avaters,  and  can  take  Avith 
advantage  even  courses  of  Carlsbad  or  Kissingen  waters  while  continuing 
their  usual  diet  and  their  daily  Avork ;  but  the  majority  of  inA'alids, 
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especially  those  with  a  delicate  constitution,  or  with  a  weak  heart,  do  not 
possess  the  amount  of  vital  force  sufficient  for  the  digestion  of  these 
waters,  if  at  the  same  time  their  brain  or  their  mind  is  taxed,  if  they 
have  to  go  into  society,  and  take  long  or  large  meals  in  close  rooms. 
They  often  break  down  utterly  if  they  attempt  to  do  so.  Even  at 
countiy  houses  many  people  cannot  disengage  their  minds  to  such  a 
degree  as  to  be  able  to  bear  these  waters  ;  and  at  the  spas  themselves  it 
often  happens  that  success  is  entirely  spoilt  by  attention  to  letters  from 
home,  especially  about  business  or  family  worries. 

On  the  other  hand,  Ave  have  to  deal  with  the  opposite  error,  namely, 
the  belief  of  many  persons  that  the  power  of  foreign  waters  is  so  great  that 
they  think  they  can  remove  large  tumours,  fatty  or  bony,  or  carcino- 
matous ;  that  they  can  unbend  contracted  limbs ;  that  they  can  restore 
the  muscles  wasted  from  infantile  paralysis,  or  the  functions  lost  from 
senile  decay.  Incredible  as  this  may  appear  to  the  educated  medical 
man,  such  ideas  persist  in  the  high  places  of  society.  It  is  therefore 
very  desirable  that  our  profession  should  devote  more  attention  to  this 
important  branch  of  treatment,  and  should  diffuse  general  knowledge  on 
the  subject  amongst  the  public.  For  this  pm^pose  a  few  lectures  ought 
to  be  given  regularly  at  our  medical  schools  on  balneo-therapeutics,  and 
also  on  climato-therapeutics,  as  a  part  of  the  course  of  Materia  Medica. 
We  ought  not  to  be  deterred  from  such  a  course  by  the  great  difficulties 
which  beset  the  subject,  to  which  we  can  but  briefly  allude.  While 
in  our  pharmaceutical  remedies  we  have  to  deal  with  more  or  less  fixed 
and  simple  substances,  most  of  the  mineral  waters  are  compound ;  and, 
even  if  we  know  to  some  degree  the  action  of  the  constituents  severally,  we 
often  cannot  accurately  calculate  the  share  which  each  of  these  sub- 
stances plays  in  combination  with  the  others,  or  their  mutual  interaction 
— points  to  which  we  have  already  alluded  in  the  description  of 
the  different  classes  of  mineral  waters.  We  may  call  to  mind  some- 
thing analogous  in  our  ordinary  treatment  when  we  prescribe  compound 
aperient  pills,  or  compound  sedative  draughts.  Another  point  of  some 
uncertainty  is  that  we  prescribe  the -waters  according  to  their  most  pro- 
minent ingredients,  but  we  cannot  be  perfectly  sure  that  the  substances 
present  in  small  quantities  do  not  play  a  more  important  part  in  the 
action  of  the  whole  water  than  we  generally  concede  to  them. 

We  must  acknowledge  that  we  have,  as  yet,  no  scientific  basis  for 
balneo-therapeutics.  Our  position  is  still  entirely  empirical,  based  on 
the  observation  and  experience  of  physicians  and  patients  as  to  the 
effects  of  certain  waters  and  cures,  either  at  home  or  at  the  spas ;  but 
with  all  the  admissions  as  to  our  exactness  of  knowledge,  we  are 
obliged  to  grant  that  special  bathing  and  drinking  cures  are  most 
efficacious  in  many  chronic  morbid  conditions,  and  cannot  be  replaced  by 
any  other  modes  of  treatment  (32). 

We  will  now  endeavour  to  give  a  short  sketch  of  the  main  points 
which  are  to  be  considered  by  the  practitioner  who  is  asked  about 
mineral  waters  and  baths.    We  must  begin  in  every  case  with  the 
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question,  whether  balneo-therapeutic  treatment  offers  advantages  over 
the  ordinary  medical  treatment ;  and  then  consider  whether  this  treat- 
ment ought  to  be  carried  out  at  home  or  abroad,  and  whether  it  is  to 
be  preceded  or  followed  by  pharmaceutical  or  other  treatment,  or  com- 
bined with  it.  When  the  question  is  decided  in  favour  of  balneo- 
therapeutic treatment,  we  have  to  regard  not  only  the  name  and  nature 
of  disease,  but  have  to  study  all  the  conditions  and  habits  of  the 
individual  before  us,  pecuniary,  physical,  and  psychical ;  his  constitution 
in  general ;  his  power  of  reaction ;  whether  the  different  organs  are 
healthy  or  not ;  whether  they  can  take  up  increased  work  in  order  to 
relieve  the  diseased  j^ai't ;  whether  they  are  able  or  unable  to  respond  to 
any  unusual  demand.  Thus  we  shall  learn  whether  stronger  thera- 
peutic action  is  permitted  ;  whether  rougher  journeys  and  accommoda- 
tion, colder  climates  and  seasons  can  be  borne ;  or  whether  gentle 
treatment  is  necessary,  with  easy  journeys,  warm  seasons,  mountain 
climates  of  moderate  elevation,  sheltered  and  sunny  habitations,  and 
delicate  food. 

The  chemical  constitution  of  the  waters  alone  is  not  sufficient  for 
our  selection  of  the  place ;  we  must  know  the  accustomed  methods  of 
treatment  at  certain  localities,  the  accommodation,  the  quality  of  food 
and  the  cooking,  the  climate,  the  social  elements  likely  to  be  found,  and 
above  all  the  qualities  of  the  local  physician  to  be  selected  for  the 
treatment  of  the  case. 

It  must  be  evident  from  these  remarks  that  the  same  morbid  con- 
dition may  in  different  persons  require  different  localities  and  even 
different  classes  of  mineral  waters ;  and,  further,  that  diseases  of  different 
nature  may  be  benefited  at  the  same  spa,  by  adapting  the  various 
bathing  procedures,  the  doses,  and  temperature  of  water  to  be  drunk  to 
the  individual  case,  and  by  selecting,  when  there  are  different  springs 
at  the  same  place,  the  most  suitable  one.  Often  the  treatment  must  be 
at  first  of  a  tentative  nature,  requiring  the  most  careful  watching  by  the 
local  physician,  and  perhaps  frequent  alterations.  In  many  cases  it  is 
impossible  to  attack  the  principal  complaint,  and  our  efforts  must  be 
directed  towards  improving  the  general  condition,  by  which  means  very 
often  the  diseased  portion  of  the  organism  is  drawn  into  the  stream  of 
general  improvement. 

Taking  the  difierent  points  just  alluded  to  into  consideration,  every 
one  will  see  how  much  depends  on  the  local  phiisician  ;  and  that  it  is  not 
in  the  interest  of  the  patient  to  prescribe  the  course  of  treatment,  either 
directly  or  indirectly :  though  it  is  often  advisable  for  the  home  practi- 
tioner to  make  suggestions  based  on  previous  experience. 

We  will  now  sketch  the  applicability  of  waters  to  some  morbid  con- 
ditions, but  must  limit  ourselves  for  want  of  space  to  a  few  states  only. 

1.  Tardy  op  imperfect  convalescence  is  the  condition  of  many 
persons  inquiring  about  waters,  and  the  nature  of  these  cases  varies  con- 
siderably. All  have  this  in  common,  that  they  are  in  a  state  of  in- 
stability ;  their  balance  is  easily  upset.    Any  increased  demand  on  their 
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nerve  power,  or  on  their  digestive  functions,  may  lead  to  illness  ;  the 
nerves  and  blood-vessels  of  the  skin  are  weak ;  and  comparatively  slight 
exposure  leads  to  chill  and  to  more  or  less  grave  results.  In  advising 
we  must  therefore  be  careful  to  warn  against  fatiguing  journeys, 
irregular  or  heavy  meals,  long  cold  drives,  and  so  forth.  The  majority 
do  not  require  spa  treatment ;  when  they  do,  spas  not  too  distant, 
with  gentle  treatment  and  good  accommodation,  in  sheltered  positions 
at  medium  elevations,  are  to  be  recommended ;  or  change  of  air  alone 
without  spa  treatment  at  the  beginning.  Later,  iron  waters  or  common 
salt  waters  are  often  useful.  .  If  there  be  still  remains  of  disease,  each 
such  case  will  require  special  consideration. 

In  the  exudations  of  perimetritis,  for  instance,  after  miscarriage  or 
confinement,  the  common  salt  waters,  such  as  Kreuznach,  Kissingen, 
AVoodhall,  are  useful. 

If  after  rheumatic  fever  the  skin  remains  weak,  the  joints  painful, 
the  heart  dilated,  with  or  without  some  valvular  complication,  the 
thermal  gaseous  saline  waters  of  Nauheim  and  Rehme  are  of  great 
value,  sometimes  assisted  by  Schott's  movements  with  resistance. 

If  tendency  to  diarrhoea  be  a  prominent  symptom,  Plombieres  is 
often  useful ;  if  much  neuralgia  without  organic  cause,  Schlangenbad ; 
if  chronic  bronchial  catarrh,  the  muriated  or  muriated  alkaline  waters  of 
Soden,  of  Gleichenberg,  of  La  Bourboule,  or  of  Baden-Baden. 

2.  Abdominal  venosity  is  a  prominent  feature  of  many  chronic 
ailments,  not  only  of  the  abdominal,  but  also  of  the  circulatory  and 
respiratory  organs — of  obesity,  of  drowsiness,  of  anaemia,  of  glycosuria, 
etc.  The  term  used  by  the  old  German  authors,  Ahdmiinal  plethora, 
is  very  significant.  It  is  often  the  cause  of  piles,  of  the  enlargement  of 
the  liver,  of  chronic  pulmonary  catarrh,  and  so  on ;  and  is  generally 
part  of  a  Aveak  organic  fibre  in  the  whole  system,  of  the  heart  and  all 
the  blood-vessels,  especially  of  the  capillaries  and  veins,  but  also  of  the 
intestines  and  of  the  mucous  membranes.  Dietetic  and  hygienic  man- 
agement, the  various  forms  of  active  and  passive  exercise,  arc  pre- 
eminently useful,  but  these  are  greatly  assisted  and  must  sometimes  be 
preceded  by  waters  :  here  the  alkaline  sulphated,  the  "  bitter  waters," 
the  common  salt  waters  are  most  useful,  for  an  account  of  which  we 
refer  to  the  first  part  of  this  contribution. 

3,  Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  Organs. — Climato-therapeutic  treat- 
ment is,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  more  important  than  waters,  but  the 
latter  in  many  conditions  may  be  a  great  help,  and  in  others  deserve  the 
first  place. 

In  chronic  catarrh  of  the  bronchial  tubes  the  alkaline  and  muriatic 
alkaline  waters  and  the  sulphur  waters  are  beneficial ;  and  when  it  owes 
its  origin  to  abdominal  venosity,  the  recommendations  of  the  previous 
section  find  a  place.  When  the  dilatation  of  the  heart  is  the  prominent 
feature,  the  waters  and  baths  of  Nauheim,  assisted  by  the  movements 
with  resistance,  are  required. 

Emphysema  comes  more  or  less  under  the  same  head.  Climatically 
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the  spas  of  Gleichenberg  in  Styria  and  of  the  Pyrenees  are  well  adapted 
to  these  cases,  and  so  is  Ems  in  the  earlier  or  later  summer. 

Chronic  naso- pharyngitis,  if  it  be  not  connected  with  adenoid 
growths,  requires  likewise  alkaline  muriated  or  sulphur  waters,  or  the 
arsenical  waters  of  Mont  Dore  with  inhalations. 

Imperfect  resolution  of  pneumonia  needs  climatic  and  careful  hygienic 
management,  and  sulj^hur  and  alkaline  mui'iated  waters,  but  with  careful 
avoidance  of  exposure  to  the  raw  morning  air  while  taking  the  early 
draughts. 

Asthma  depends  on  various  causes,  and  accordingly  requires  various 
modes  of  treatment  by  drugs  and  water  and  climate,  or  is  not  amenable 
to  any.  The  catarrhal  form  in  fairly  robust  persons  is  often  greatly 
relieved  l)y  the  treatment  at  Mont  Dore. 

4.  Diseases  of  the  Heart. — We  restrict  ourselves  to  a  few  remarks. 
Many  cases  are  not  suited  to  long  journeys  and  treatment  by  waters. 

Fatty  hearts  or  weak  hearts  in  fat  persons  are  mostly  benefited  by 
diet,  combined  with  active  and  passive  exercise  and  with  sulphated 
alkaline  and  bitter  waters.  For  dilated  hearts  associated  with  abdominal 
venosity,  see  sub-section  2. 

In  valvular  affections  with  great  anaemia  iron  waters  are  often  useful ; 
but  in  many  cases  aperient  waters  or  pharmaceutical  preparations,  and 
Swedish  gymnastics,  must  be  combined  with  chalybeate  Avaters. 

In  weak  and  moderately  dilated  hearts  graduated  exercise  (Oertl) 
is  better  than  baths ;  but  if  the  dilatation  be  great,  whether  with  or 
without  valvular  disease,  the  cautious  use  of  the  baths  of  Nauheim, 
assisted  by  movements  with  resistance,  must  precede  the  voluntary  move- 
ment with  climbing.  In  some  cases  treatment  at  home  on  the  Nauheim 
plan  must  precede  the  journey  abroad  ;  and  sometimes  we  must  not  be 
deterred  from  such  measures  by  seemingly  advanced  symptoms. 

Recent  valvular  aftections  resulting  from  rheumatic  fever  we  have 
already  mentioned  in  sub-section  1. 

5,  In  Anaemia  we  have  to  consider  whether  it  is  caused — (a)  by  direct 
loss  of  blood  or  albuminous  and  mucous  discharges ;  (&)  by  constipation 
and  impeded  abdominal  circulation ;  (c)  by  inability  to  take  food,  sleep- 
lessness, mental  shocks  and  worry,  neuralgia,  etc. ;  {d)  by  diseases  of  the 
lymphatic  glands  ;  or  (e)  by  malarious  affections  and  consequent  affec- 
tion of  the  spleen  and  liver.  The  more  a  case  belongs  to  («)  the  more 
likely  is  the  effect  of  iron  to  be  beneficial ;  and  the  physician  has  to 
decide  whether  chalybeate  spa  treatment  offers  advantages  over  i^harma- 
ceutical  preparations.  In  the  group  (6)  chloride  of  sodium  waters  are 
mostly  preferable  at  first  to  pure  steel  waters  ;  and  a  course  of  the  latter, 
or  of  climatic  treatment,  or  of  both  combined,  may  in  many  cases  follow 
with  advantage.  In  (r)  climatic  change  alone  is  often  more  important 
than  waters.  In  {d)  the  use  of  muriated  saline  and  of  arsenic  waters 
may  be  tried ;  but  they  often  fail,  and  ought  at  all  events  to  be  followed 
by  long  sea-side  residence  or  sea-voyages.  In  (e)  the  muriated  or  sul- 
phated saline  waters  at  mountain  localities  ought  to  be  combined  with 
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iron  or  arsenic,  and  followed  by  long  residence  at  high  elevations  or 
occasionally  sea-side  places. 

6.  Gravel  and  Stone. — In  the  uric  acid  varieties  the  alkaline  waters  are 
generally  prescribed,  but  great  care  is  necessary  not  to  allow  the  urine  to 
become  too  alkaline,  since  this  may  lead  to  deposition  of  phosphates 
around  a  small  uric  acid  stone.  A  better  plan,  in  general,  is  to  order  the 
sulphated  alkaline  waters,  especially  the  hot  waters  of  Carlsbad,  in  the 
numerous  cases  where  a  certain  amount  of  abdominal  venosity  and 
sluggish  circulation  of  the  liver  are  among  the  causes  of  gravel. 

We  have  already  mentioned  that  it  is  difficult  to  explain  the  great 
reputation  of  earthy  waters  in  gravel,  and  that  their  effect  is  probably 
due  to  the  administration  of  such  waters  in  large  quantities,  so  as  to  pro- 
duce a  washing-out  effect,  which  probably  would  be  obtained  quite  as 
well  by  the  systematic  drinking  of  large  amounts  of  hot  water  on  an 
empty  stomach. 

7.  Gout  occurs  in  widely-differing  constitutions,  varies  widely  in  degree, 
and  may  or  may  not  be  complicated  with  many  other  morbid  affections. 
If  we  have  to  deal  with  persons  of  so-called  "full  habit" — with  portal 
venosity,  sluggish  liver,  and  a  urine  of  rather  high  specific  gravity,  loaded 
with  urates  and  uric  acid — the  sulphated  alkaline  or  mild  bitter  waters 
are  indicated,  especially  Carlsbad,  Marienbad,  Tarasp,  Franzensbad,  Elster, 
Brides-les-Bains.  All  courses  of  the  stronger  Avaters  ought  to  be  followed 
by  a  long  rest  with  careful  diet  in  good  air  before  retui-ning  to  the  daily 
life ;  and  this  is  pre-eminently  the  case  with  the  courses  just  mentioned. 
If  such  long  rest  be  impossible,  a  less  searching  course  ought  to  be 
recommended,  such  as,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  case,  Homburg, 
Kissingen,  Harrogate,  Leamington,  Eoyat,  Contrexeville,  La  Bourboule, 
Wiesbaden,  Baden-Baden,  Aix-la-Chapelle,  Uriage,  Aix-les-Bains,  Bagneres- 
de-Luchon.  A  shorter  rest  is  usually  sufficient  after  these  waters.  In 
many  delicate  persons,  especially  if  time  be  limited,  the  simple  thermal 
waters  are  preferable — Buxton,  Bath,  Wildbad,  Eagatz,  Schlangenbad, 
Teplitz,  Gastein.  Numerous  cases  of  gout,  however,  are  not  suitable 
for  mineral  water  treatment,  and  will  be  found  more  amenable  to  phar- 
maceutical remedies,  diet,  and  climate.  , 

8.  Chronic  Rheumatism. — In  cases  associated  with  exudation  round 
the  joints,  the  hot  thermal  treatment  is  very  useful ;  and  it  must 
frequently  be  combined  with  various  forms  of  massage  and  Swedish 
gymnastics.  The  simple  thermal  waters,  the  hot  sulphur  waters,  the 
muxiated  saline  waters,  can  be  employed  with  success.  Chronic 
muscular  rheumatism  is  amenable  to  similar  treatment.  In  cases  com- 
bined with  affection  of  the  heart,  especially  with  dilatation,  the  tepid 
gaseous  saline  waters  of  Nauheim  are  preferable,  associated  with  Schott's 
modification  of  Ling's  system.  Many  cases  are  well  suited  to  simple 
hydrotherapeutic  treatment. 

9.  Diabetes  and  Glycosuria. — It  is  not  long  since  some  alkaline  and 
sulphated  alkaline  waters,  especially  Vichy,  Carlsbad,  and  Neuenahr,  were 
thought  to  exercise  a  specific  influence  on  these  complaints ;  but  reason 
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and  experience  have  proved  this  view  to  be  erroneous.  It  is  quite 
true  that  in  the  milder  forms  of  glycosuria  courses  of  treatment  at  these 
spas  improve  the  general  health,  and  greatly  diminish  or  temporarily 
remove  the  sugar  from  the  urine.  This,  however,  is  due  in  the  first 
place  to  the  arrangement  of  diet,  in  the  second  to  improvement  of  the 
digestive  organs  and  functions  by  the  use  of  the  waters,  and,  thirdly,  to 
the  removal  of  the  patients  from  the  worries  of  life  at  home.  In  the 
frequent  cases  of  chronic  glycosuria  in  fat  and  gouty  persons,  sulphated 
alkaline  waters  are  beneficial,  and  the  more  bracing  the  climate  the 
better.  ' 

1 0.  Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System. — Spa  treatment  is,  as  a  rule, 
not  applicable  to  mental  diseases,  although  milder  forms  of  hypochondri- 
asis and  melancholia,  if  they  depend  on  chronic  constipation  or  abdominal 
venosity,  may  be  favourably  influenced  by  the  waters  mentioned  under 
that  head.  Epilepsy  is  likewise  to  be  excluded,  and  also  locomotor 
ataxy,  unless  they  depend  on  syphilis,  Avhich  will  be  jjresently  discussed. 

Nerve  exhaustion  and  neurasthenia  in  their  various  forms  and  degree 
may,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  cases,  be  treated  at  chalybeate, 
or  thermal  muriated  saline,  or  simjjle  tepid  spas ;  but  such  treatment 
can  only  take  a  small  share  in  the  judicious  general  management,  which 
must  be  pursued  during  a  long  period  of  time. 

Neuralgic  affections  are  often  relieved  by  spa  treatment,  if  they  can 
be  referred  to  gout,  to  ansemia,  or  to  nerve  exhaustion  ;  and  the  selection 
of  the  spa  must  depend  on  these  considerations. 

11.  Affections  of  the  Female  Sexual  Organs  are  frequently  treated 
at  spas,  although  such  treatment  is  not  always  required.  Chronic  con- 
gestion of  the  womb,  especially  in  consequence  of  confinements  and 
miscarriages,  can  be  greatly  benefited  by  the  muriated  saline,  by  the 
alkaline,  and  also  by  the  simj^le  and  the  sulphurous  thermal  waters.  The 
deposits  round  the  pelvic  organs  from  perimetritis  are  often  removed  by 
the  careful  use  of  the  muriated  saline  waters.  Many  gynaecologists,  both 
in  this  country  and  abroad,  have  great  faith  in  the  effect  of  these  waters 
(especially  those  of  Creuznach)  in  fibrous  tumours  of  the  uterus. 

12.  Syphilis  is  regarded  by  many  persons  as  one  of  the  disea-ses 
which  can  be  cured  by  the  use  of  mineral  waters ;  but  all  that  can  be 
said  is  that  the  use  of  other  I'emedies  may  be  assisted  by  them.  It  often 
happens  that  the  energetic  use  of  hydrargyrum  cannot  be  carried  out 
under  the  usual  circumstances  of  home  life,  and  that  it  is  facilitated  by 
the  methodic  employment  of  hot  baths  and  vapour  baths,  and  the  careful 
management  of  the  manner  of  living,  so  as  to  avoid  chills,  and  other  injuri- 
ous influences.  Thus  certain  spas,  like  Aix-la-Chapelle,  have  acquired  a 
great  reputation  in  the  treatment  of  syphilitic  affections,  especially  those 
of  secondary  and  tertiary  phases.  In  this  way  many  cases  of  affections 
of  the  skin,  of  the  mucous  membranes,  of  the  muscles  and  organs  of 
circulation,  of  the  brain  and  spinal  marrow,  epilepsy  and  locomotor  ataxy, 
on  a  syphilitic  basis,  are  cured  or  benefited  more  or  less  permanently,  or 
again  it  may  be  but  transitorily,  by  treatment  at  spas ;  but  generally 
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not  by  mere  spa  treatment.  This  applies  as  well  to  acquired  as  to 
inherited  syphilitic  affections.  As  in  home  treatment,  so  also  at  spas,  it 
is  often  found  that  serious  affections  on  a  syphilitic  basis  are  no  longer 
amenable  to  anti-syphilitic  treatment,  and  that  the  latter  does  more  harm 
than  good.  In  such  cases  the  means  for  the  improvement  of  the  general 
health  are  all  that  remain  to  us,  and  herein  climate  and  spas  may  take 
again  their  humble  share  according  to  the  nature  of  the  cases. 

We  might  mention  a  number  of  other  morbid  conditions  which  can 
be  relieved  by  spa  treatment,  but  for  a  mere  survey  the  preceding  classes 
of  affections  are  probably  sufficient.  We  can  also  dispense  with  suggestions 
about  diet  and  manner  of  living,  as  each  individual  case  ought  to  be 
considered  in  itself  by  the  local  physician,  whose  assistance,  as  we  have 
already  urged,  is  indispensable. 

Seasons  for  Spa  Treatment. — A  few  words  as  to  the  times  of  the 
year  to  be  selected  are  perhaps  not  out  of  place.  Climate  and  weather 
are  important  agents  in  spa  treatment.  Most  delicate  persons  are  better 
in  summer  than  in  winter ;  spa  treatment  has  therefore  a  greater  chance 
of  doing  good  in  summer.  Extreme  heat,  however,  is  to  be  avoided  in 
most  cases,  and  spas  which  are  very  hot  in  the  middle  of  summer,  such 
as  Wiesbaden,  Ems,  Aix-les-Bains,  Vichy,  Baden-Baden,  Bath,  ought  there- 
fore, as  a  rule,  not  to  be  visited  in  July  and  the  beginning  of  August, 
but  in  the  earlier  and  later  parts  of  the  summer.  On  the  other  hand, 
spas  at  high  elevations,  such  as  St.  Moritz  and  Tarasp,  ought  to  be 
recommended  only  between  the  middle  of  June  and  September.  Few 
resorts  are  open  earlier  than  May  or  later  than  September ;  but 
some  of  the  hot  springs,  as  Bath,  Aix-la-Chapelle,  Wiesbaden,  Baden- 
Baden,  Amelie-les-Bains,  and  Dax,  are  available  during  the  whole  of  the  year. 
It  must  be  borne  in  mind,  however,  that  much  greater  care  is  required 
in  the  hot  baths  during  the  colder  months,  and  that  the  exhilarating 
influence  of  fine  weather  is  mostly  wanting. 

Duration  of  Courses  of  Spa  Treatment. — Formerly  it  was  the  cus- 
tom to  have  fixed  periods  for  the  treatment  at  different  spas,  say  three, 
four,  or  five  weeks  ;  but  in  the  light  of  increased  knowledge,  we  have 
learnt  that  it  is  in  many  instances  impossible  to  fix  at  the  outset  the  length 
of  the  course — just  as  it  is  often  impossible  to  say,  on  prescribing  iron  or 
arsenic,  that  it  is  to  be  continued  for  two  or  three  weeks  and  not  longer. 
Much  must  depend  on  the  effect  which  a  course  of  spa  treatment  has  on 
the  individual  case,  and  the  local  physician  must  decide  not  only  on 
the  doses,  but  also  on  the  duration  of  the  course.  There  are  cases  in 
which  it  is  wise  to  give  small  doses  for  a  long  period  of  time,  and  others 
in  which  it  is  more  advantageous  to  give  large  doses  for  short  periods 
only.  In  some  instances  two  courses  are  required  in  the  same  year,  with  a 
longer  or  shorter  rest  between  them.  Again  it  frequently  occurs  that 
two  courses  of  different  waters  ought  to  follow  one  another  ;  for  instance, 
in  a  case  of  anaemia  with  a  sluggish  portal  system  and  passive  congestion 
of  the  liver,  it  may  be  necessary  to  begin  l)y  a  course  of  saline  waters  to 
unload  the  portal  system,  and  afterwards  to  use  chalybeate  waters. 
VOL.  I  z 
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Aftep-management. — The  success  of  courses  of  mineral  waters  often 
depends  entirely  on  the  Avay  in  which  the  first  three  or  six  weeks  follow- 
ing the  treatment  are  employed.  In  almost  all  cases  it  is  necessary  to 
spend  some  time  away  from  home  at  a  good  climatic  resort,  with  careful 
diet  and  with  open-air  life,  but  without  mental  or  bodily  fatigue.  It 
seems  difficult  for  many  people  to  see  this,  but  we  cannot  too  strongly 
advise  our  professional  brethren  to  insist  upon  it.  Some  waters,  like  the 
simple  thermal  or  thermal- sulphur  waters,  especially  when  taken  at 
bracing  localities,  require  a  shorter  after-treatment  than  the  more 
complicated  and  searching  waters  of  Carlsbad,  Marienbad,  or  Tarasp. 

Every  one  who  is  acquainted  with  the  "Weir  Mitchell  treatment" 
will  admit  that  its  author  is  correct  in  demanding  after  the  termination 
of  the  treatment  proper  a  further  absence  of  six  or  eight  weeks  from  the 
excitement  and  worry  of  home  life ;  and  some  of  us  must  have  found 
that  the  neglect  of  this  demand  often  destroys  the  good  effect  of  the 
previous  treatment.  Similarly,  after  a  serious  course  of  waters  the  Avhole 
system  is  in  many  persons  in  an  abnormal  state  of  sensitiveness  or  un- 
stableness,  especially  as  regards  the  organs  of  digestion,  circulation,  and, 
not  least,  the  nervous  system.  Injurious  influences,  however  slight,  such 
as  a  chill,  mental  or  bodily  fatigue  or  excitement,  a  mistake  in  diet,  are 
apt  to  cause  a  new  break-down.  We  ought  not  to  be  influenced  in  our 
directions  by  the  fact  that  some  strong  j^ersons  can  do  everything,  even 
at  or  after  Carlsbad,  with  impunity.  Such  cases  form  rare  exceptions, 
not  the  rule. 

Hermann  Weber. 
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H.  W. 

B. — Hydrotherapeutics 

Under  the  term  "  Hydrotherapeutics  "  the  therapeutic  use  of  water  is 
considered,  especially  in  its  external  application  to  the  body.  The 
internal  and  external  uses  of  natural  mineral  waters  are  dealt  with  in  the 
article  on  "  Balneo-therapeutics." 

History. — Hydrotherapeutics  was  known  to  the  ancient  Greeks  and 
Romans,  and  regular  bathing  of  the  body  and  keeping  of  the  skin  in  a 
healthy  condition  Avere,  like  the  athletic  training  of  the  body,  held  by 
them  in  high  esteem.  It  is  possilile  that  a  reaction  from  the'  excessive 
luxury  of  later  Eome  partly  helped  to  bring  baths  into  the  neglect  into 
which  they  fell  amongst  the  early  ascetic  Christians. 

In  Italy  and  France  hydrotherapeutics  made  a  start 'in  the  fifteenth 
and  early  sixteenth  centuries,  and  were  even  applied  in  mental  diseases, 
as  narrated  in  one  of  Poggio's  tales.  In  the  seventeenth  century 
Floyer  and  T.  Smith  wrote  on  hydrotherapeutics  in  England,  and  in 
the  early  eighteenth  century  F.  Hoffmann  wrote  on  the  subject  in 
Germany.  About  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century  J.  G.  and  J.  S. 
Hahn  treated  febrile  diseases  with  cold  sponging,  and  one  of  them,  when 
attacked  with  typhoid  fever,  had  himself  treated  by  this  method,  modifi- 
cations of  which  have  been  so  widely  adopted  in  modern  times.  In  the 
latter  part  of  the  eighteenth  century,  in  spite  of  the  results  by  W. 
Wright,  James  Currie  and  W.  Jackson,  and  in  Germany  by  Reuss, 
Frohlich,  Brandis  and  Horn,  hydrotherapeutical  treatment  was  again 
falling  into  disuse,  when,  soon  after  1820,  Vincent  Priessnitz,  originally  a 
small  farmer  of  Graefenberg  in  Silesia,  began  to  treat  every  kind  of 


340 


SYSTEM  OF  MEDICINE 


ailment,  chronic  as  well  as  acute,  by  hydrotherapeutic  means.  He 
added  to  the  external  applications  the  abundant  internal  use  of  water,  and 
with  this  treatment  he  combined  active  exercise,  and  a  very  simple  diet, 
and  prohibited  tea,  coftee,  and  all  alcoholic  beverages.  Priessnitz  at 
different  periods  made  considerable  alterations  in  his  hydrotherapeutic 
measures.  Originally  he  packed  patients  for  several  hours  in  dry  woollen 
blankets,  covered  with  feather  beds,  before  aj^plying  cold  afiusions ;  later 
he  substituted  packing  in  wet  linen  sheets  for  several  hours,  followed 
by  a  full  bath  or  a  douche ;  still  later  he  frequently  employed  a  cold  wet 
pack  of  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes'  duration,  repeated  several  times  in 
the  same  day.  He  introduced  the  method  of  rubbing  the  whole  body 
with  a  cold  wet  sheet  instead  of  the  full  bath ;  and  made  extensive  use  of 
partial  baths  for  the  hips,  the  hands,  the  arms,  or  the  feet,  of  wet  abdominal 
belts,  and  of  wet  applications  on  different  parts  of  the  body.  The  succes.s 
of  his  measiu'es,  combined  as  they  were  with  a  simple  diet  and  exercise 
in  a  healthy,  mountainous  country,  was  in  many  cases  considerable  ;  but 
the  indiscriminate,  too  energetic,  and  protracted  use  of  his  methods  often 
led  to  unfavourable  results.  The  system  was  beginning  to  be  regarded 
as  a  sort  of  quackery,  when,  about  the  year  1850,  establishments  were 
placed  under  the  suj^erintendence  of  regularly-educated  physicians,  who 
studied  the  physiological  effects  of  the  different  methods,  and  modified 
them  according  to  the  requirements  of  individual  cases  :  they  also  added 
pharmaceutical  remedies  when  required.  To  the  more  modern  works 
by  Winternitz,  Hayem,  Scheuer,  etc.,  the  writers  of  the  present  article 
are  largely  indebted. 

Although  England  has  taken  such  a  prominent  position  in  the  use  of 
baths  in  health,  especially  the  daily  morning  "  tub,"  it  is  remarkable  that, 
as  comj^ared  with  French  and  German  hospitals,  the  London  hospitals 
are  still  very  badly  furnished  with  douches,  and  other  means  of  hydro- 
therapeutic treatment. 

Modes  of  Application. — Amongst  these  are  the  ordinary  full  bath 
at  different  temperatures,  hip-baths,  shower  or  rain  baths,  wrapping  in 
wet  towels,  affusions,  douches  of  various  kinds,  and  many  forms  of  local 
applications.  The  temperature  may  sometimes  be  varied  during  the 
application  (alternating  douche,  Scotch  douche).  Among  the  many 
forms  of  medicated  baths  only  a  few  can  be  mentioned  here.  Brine- 
baths,  to  imitate  sea-baths,  can  be  made  by  adding  about  10  lb.  of  sea 
salt  to  thirty  gallons  of  Avater.  Alkaline  baths  of  thirty  gallons  contain 
about  six  ounces  of  carbonate  of  sodium,  or  three  ounces  of  carbonate  of 
potassium.  Acid  baths  can  be  made  by  adding  about  twelve  ounces  of 
diluted  nitro-muriatic  acid  to  thirty  gallons  of  Avater.  The  common  bran 
and  mustard  baths  need  not  be  described.  Aromatic  and  pine  baths  are 
made  by  adding  a  decoction  of  aromatic  plants,  such  as  lavender  or  fresh 
pine  leaflets,  or  an  extract  or  essence  of  pine  leaflets  to  warm  water. 
Mercurial  baths  belong  to  the  treatment  of  syphilis,  and  electrical  baths 
will  be  described  under  "Electro-therapeutics."  Baths  can  also  be  made 
to  imitate  those  of  natural  mineral  waters. 
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The  varieties  of  hydrotherapeutic  application  are  very  numerous,  but 
most  ends  which  can  be  attained  in  the  present  state  of  our  knowledge  can 
be  arrived  at  by  the  judicious  use  of  a  very  small  number  of  appliances. 

The  internal  use  of  plain  water  as  a  therapeutic  agent,  much 
employed  in  the  old  "  water  cure,"  is  now  generally  but  an  adjuvant  to 
other  methods  of  treatment.  Vapour  and  hot  air  baths  may  conveniently 
be  classed  with  hydrotherapeutic  appliances.  In  the  Turkish  and 
Russian  baths  the  patient  is  placed  in  a  chamber  heated  with  watery 
vapour ;  but  a  vapour  bath  may  be  taken  in  a  box  not  including  the 
head.  In  the  Eoman  bath  the  hottest  chamber,  the  "  Calidarium "  or 
"Sudatorium,"  is  heated  by  dry  air  to  a  temperature  of  133°  to  140°  F., 
and  perspiration  is  more  free  than  in  vapour  baths.  These  baths  may 
be  followed  by  soaping,  rubbing,  douching,  and  a  plunge  into  cold  water. 

Treatment  by  hydrotherapeutic  means  depends  chiefly  on  the  reaction 
of  the  organism  to  cold  and  heat ;  but  a  mechanical  stimulation  is  added 
to  the  purely  hydrothei'apeutic  effect  by  the  impetus  of  the  water  in 
douches,  and  to  some  extent  by  the  bubbles  of  carbon  dioxide  in  the  waters 
of  Schwalbach,  Nauheim,  etc.;  the  addition  of  a  little  mustard  has  a 
chemically  stimulating  effect,  and  a  bran-bath  diminishes  the  irritability 
of  the  skin  ;  stimulation  of  the  skin  may  also  be  increased  by  friction 
and  massage.  Care  must,  however,  be  taken  that  stimulation  does  not 
exceed  the  powers  of  the  organism,  and  supervision  by  a  medical  man  is 
necessary  for  the  proj)er  regulation  of  the  treatment  in  every  case.  Each 
case  must  be  individually  considered,  and  hydrotherapeutic  treatment 
may  be  associated,  according  to  requirements,  with  change  in  diet,  air, 
and  the  surroundings  of  the  patient ;  or  with  a  course  of  mineral  waters 
or  internal  medication. 

Action  and  Physiological  EfTeets.  —  What  has  been  called  the 
"  hydrotherapeutic  reaction  "  is  the  natural  reaction  of  the  organism  to 
cold  or  heat ;  the  organism  thus  endeavours  to  defend  itself  against  'the 
action  of  these  agents.  In  human  beings,  the  skin  of  the  body,  unpro- 
tected by  any  natural  covering,  reacts  the  more  readily  to  cold  and  heat ; 
in  most  races  this  sensitiveness  is  increased  by  the  habitual  use  of  clothes  : 
the  clothes  form  a  sort  of  zone  around  the  body,  in  which  the  temperature 
stands,  with  tolerable  regularity  (according  to  Winternitz),  at  about  90°  F. 
In  order,  therefore,  to  obtain  the  "hydrotherapeutic  reaction"  it  is 
necessary  that  the  water  should  have  a  temperature  some  degrees  above 
or  below  90°  F.  It  is  obvious,  also,  that  on  account  of  its  greater 
specific  heat  and  greater  coefficient  of  heat-conductivity,  water  is  much 
more  active  than  air  of  the  same  temperature  in  inducing  the  reaction. 
On  the  proper  bringing  about  of  this  reaction  the  result  of  hydrothera- 
peutic treatment  largely  depends. 

Cold  Water  Treatment. — -When  a  healthy  man  jumps  into  a  cold  ,, 
bath,  or  has  a  cold  douche  applied  over  the  whole  or  a  considerable  area 
of  his  body,  he  receives  an  impression  of  cold,  shivers,  and,  after 
an  almost  involuntary  pause  in  breathing,  takes  a  very  deep  inspira- 
tion.   The  skin  is  pale,  and  owing  to  the  contraction  of  the  unstriped 
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muscle  fibres,  presents  the  appearance  called  "goose  skin."  When  the 
man  gets  out  of  the  bath,  or  sometimes  even  whilst  he  still  remains  in  it, 
these  first  eff"ects  give  place  to  the  phenomena  of  the  "  reaction."  The 
skin  then  becomes  slightly  reddened,  and  an  agi-eeable  subjective  sensa- 
tion of  warmth  is  experienced.  He  breathes  more  easily,  and  has 
a  general  feeling  of  comfort  and  capability  for  exertion.  This  is  the 
"  hydrotherapeutic  reaction  "  to  cold  ;  it  depends  in  degree  and  rapidity 
on  the  temperature  of  the  water,  the  length  of  the  application,  and, 
in  the  case  of  a  douche,  on  the  force  with  which  it  is  applied.  The 
reaction  is  assisted  by  voluntary  movements  and  friction  of  the  skin,  and 
varies  much  with  the  health  and  strength  of  the  individual  and  with  his 
previous  habits  in  respect  of  cold  bathing.  To  those  already  accustomed 
to  cold  baths  the  initial  shock  is  not  unpleasant,  and  the  reaction  sets 
in  much  more  easily. 

Many  physiological  experiments  have  been  made  to  explain  scientific- 
ally what  takes  place  when  the  whole  body  is  exposed  to  cold.  The 
pallor  of  the  skin  during  the  initial  shock  is  due  to  the  contraction  of 
the  superficial  blood-vessels,  which  sets  up  a  corresponding  dilatation  of 
the  internal  vessels  of  the  body.  As  the  blood  is  the  great  distributor 
of  heat  in  the  body,  the  central  temperature,  measured  by  a  thermometer 
in  the  rectum,  may  rise  slightly  at  first.  The  contraction  of  the  super- 
ficial blood-vessels  of  the  body  must  prevent  excessive  loss  of  heat 
until  heat  production  is  increased.  Owing  to  this  contraction  of  the 
superficial  blood-vessels  the  general  blood-pressure  rises  and  the  heart's 
action  is  increased. 

When  the  reaction  sets  in,  the  superficial  vessels  dilate,  the  flow  of 
blood  through  the  skin  is  much  increased,  and  affects  the  sensory  nerve 
terminations  so  as  to  give  rise  to  a  sense  of  wai'mth  in  the  skin.  Ac- 
companying the  reaction  a  thermometer  in  the  rectum  shows  a  slight 
lowering  of  the  central  temperature,  which  then  gradually  regains  its 
initial  level  or  slightly  surpasses  it. 

The  vascular  phenomena  consequent  on  the  hydrotherapeutic  appli- 
cation are  clearly  proved  to  be  due  mainly,  if  not  entirely,  to  nervous 
vaso-motor  action ;  for,  although  the  muscular  walls  of  the  arterioles,  like 
other  unstriped  muscle,  can  certainly  react  to  direct  stimuli,  the 
phenomena  follow  a  stimulus  too  fleeting  to  act  directly  on  the  muscle 
fibres  (Hayem).  The  phenomena  are  not,  to  any  considerable  extent  at 
least,  due  to  the  peripheral  nervous  mechanism,  but  to  a  reflex  mechanism 
including  the  central  nervous  system :  in  animals  they  are  absent  from  parts 
in  which  the  nerves  have  been  experimentally  cut ;  and  in  the  case  of 
men  the  phenomena  may  be  diminished  or  absent  in  paralysed  and 
an£Esthetic  limbs.  An  attemjit  to  trace  out  the  "  reflex  arcs  "  concerned 
» in  the  hydrotherapeutic  reaction  would  take  us  too  far  away  from 
practical  medicine. 

The  respiratory  phenomena  observed  after  the  application  of  cold 
water  to  the  skin  are  also  due  to  a  nervous  (reflex)  action  ;  they  have 
been  produced  in  animals  rendered  insensible  by  chloral  (Roehrig). 
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These  phenomena  consist  in  increased  amplitude  of  the  respiratory 
movements,  with  increased  liberation  of  carbon  dioxide  and  absorp- 
tion of  oxygen  by  the  blood  circulating  through  the  pulmonary  capil- 
laries. 

Increased  combustion  in  the  tissues  is  due  to  the  need  for  increased 
heat  production  to  compensate  the  heat  given  up  to  the  cold  water. 
Shivering  must  be  regarded  as  part  of  the  means  whereby  nature  causes 
increased  heat  production.  As  is  the  case  during  muscular  exercise,  this 
increased  combustion  is  shown  by  the  increase  of  carbon  dioxide  given  oft' 
by  the  lungs.  Increase  of  urea  and  diminution  of  uric  acid  are  some- 
times observed  in  the  urine  of  patients  under  hydrotherapeutic  treat- 
ment ;  and,  when  observed,  show  that  the  nitrogenous  catabolism  in  the 
body  is  more  extensive.  When,  owing  to  the  continued  application  of 
cold,  the  muscular  layer  of  the  body  becomes  cooled,  catabolism  is 
diminished,  but  it  is  again  increased  when  the  reaction  takes  place  after 
the  application. 

The  flow  of  urine  is  increased  and  the  action  of  the  bowels  promoted, 
the  latter  probably  being  due  partly  to  increased  peristaltic  action,  partly 
to  increased  intestinal  secretion.  The  appetite  is  stimulated,  the  diges- 
tion of  food  aided,  and  the  tonic  efi"ects  on  the  nervous  and  muscular 
systems  increase  the  desire  for  physical  exertion  and  make  work  feel 
lighter. 

If  the  cold  application  (douche  or  bath),  instead  of  being  general,  be 
local,  and  especially  if  it  be  limited  to  an  extremity,  the  general  effects 
are  less  marked.  Local  applications  have  been  shown,  however,  to  cause 
certain  distant  reactions.  Thus,  when  iced  water  is  applied  to  one 
hand  both  become  colder,  and  both  show  a  diminution  in  volume  as 
measured  by  the  plethysmograph.  These  phenomena  are  doubtless  due 
to  the  diminution  in  the  amount  of  their  blood,  caused  by  contraction  of 
their  blood-vessels.  Inverse  phenomena  are  observed  to  take  place  at  a 
level  of  the  body  remote  to  that  aff"ected  by  the  cold  application ;  thus, 
during  the  application  of  a  cold  hip-bath,  Winternitz  has  found  that  an 
augmentation  in  the  volume  of  the  arm  takes  place.  These  distant 
reactions  following  on  local  applications  form  an  additional  argu- 
ment in  favour  of  the  reflex  nature  of  the  general  "  hydrotherapeutic 
reaction."  If  an  antiphlogistic  action  be  desired,  it  is  important  that 
the  local  application  of  cold  be  continuous :  Leiter's  tubes  are  less 
easily  displaced  than  icebags. 

Warm  Water  Treatment. — Whereas  the  chief  ultimate  effect  of  cold 
stimuli  to  the  skin  is  tonic,  that  of  warm  stimuli  is  sedative.  The  effect 
of  the  warm  treatment  is  not,  however,  exactly  the  opposite  of  that  of  the 
cold ;  indeed,  all  cutaneous  stimuli,  whether  mechanical  (by  friction  or 
massage),  electrical  (by  faradic  shocks),  chemical  (by  counter-irritants), 
or  thermic  (cold  or  hot),  show  certain  points  of  analogy. 

Like  cold  applications,  hot  ones  probably  produce  an  initial  vaso-contrac- 
tion  ;  this,  however,  passes  off"  quickly  and  gives  place  to  vaso-dilatation, 
Avhich  lasts  during  the  rest  of  the  application,  and  then  slowly  passes  off. 
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This  dilatation  of  the  superficial  vessels,  with  the  subjective  feeling  of 
warmth,  is  the  characteristic  effect  of  hot  applications.  The  superficial 
vaso-dilatation  is  associated  with  increase  in  the  secretion  of  sweat  and  in 
the  frequency  of  the  respiratory  movements.  The  whole  constitutes  the 
reaction  of  the  body  to  heat,  and  thus  the  animal  mechanism  increases  the 
loss  of  heat  to  countei'act  the  heating  effects  of  the  application.  Owing  to 
superficial  vaso-dilatation  more  heat  radiates  from  the  body  ;  by  increased 
sweating  the  loss  of  heat  by  evaporation  is  augmented  ■  and  by  increased 
respiratory  movements  more  heat  is  given  off  in  the  air  and  watery 
vapour  expired. 

In  addition  to  the  local  sedative  action  of  hot  applications  on  the 
sensory  nerves,  as  seen  in  the  application  of  poultices  and  hot  fomenta- 
tions, there  is  a  general  sedative  action  exercised  by  heat,  when  the 
application  is  general  and  suificiently  prolonged.  This  general  sedative 
action  is  shown  by  diminished  desire  for  exertion,  and  is  probably  ex- 
plained by  the  partial  emptying  of  the  deeper  blood-vessels  and  slowing 
of  the  blood-streams  which  accompany  the  dilatation  of  the  superficial 
vessels,  and  cause  a  certain  anaemia  of  the  viscex-a  and  brain. 

If  the  loss  of  heat  be  partly  prevented  by  immersins;  the  whole  body 
in  a  bath  of  hot  water,  the  central  temjjerature,  as  measured  by  a 
thermometer  in  the  rectum,  rises  somewhat ;  but  doubtless  in  such  cases 
diminution  of  the  heat  production  in  the  body  assists  the  loss  of  heat  by 
respiration  to  prevent  undue  rise  of  the  body's  temperature. 

Hot  applications  tend  to  constipation.  This  may  perhaps  be  due  to 
diminished  peristalsis,  perhaps  to  a  diminution  in  the  intestinal  secretion 
on  the  increased  excretion  of  sweat. 

The  local  applications  of  hot  water,  like  local  cold  applications  but  to 
a  lesser  degree,  have  been  found  to  cause  certain  distant  reactions.  Thus 
when  one  lower  limb  was  heated,  vaso-dilatation,  increase  in  volume,  and 
sweating  were  observed  in  the  other  lower  limb. 

Hot  air  and  vapour  baths  differ  from  hot  water  baths  chiefly  in  their 
action  on  the  skin ;  the  greatest  amount  of  perspiration  is  obtained  by 
hot  air  baths. 

The  Internal  Use  of  Water. — Plentiful  drinking  of  water  leads  to 
increase  in  the  Avatery  secretions ;  besides  the  urine,  the  bile,  saliva, 
pancreatic  juice  and  sweat  appear  to  be  increased ;  though  if  increased 
secretion  of  sweat  be  desired,  it  is  generally  stimulated  by  heat  or  bodily 
exercise.  This  increase  in  the  watery  constituents  of  the  secretions  is 
accompanied,  for  a  time  at  least,  by  increased  excretion  of  the  waste  pro- 
ducts of  tissue  metabolism,  which  are  "  washed  out "  from  the  tissues  and 
the  blood  itself.  The  effects  of  plain  water  taken  internally  form  a  con- 
siderable part  of  the  results  obtained  from  courses  of  mineral  waters  [see 
article  on  "  Balneo-therapeutics "],  and  the  treatment  may  exercise  a 
good  influence  in  some  cases  of  gout,  urinary  gravel,  imperfect  secretion 
of  bile,  and  constipation  from  sluggish  peristaltic  action.  Excessive 
water -drinking,  on  Priessnitz's  original  plan,  may  however  lead  to 
dyspepsia. 
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Diseases  and  MorUd  Conditions  sidtable  for  Hydrotherapeutic  Treatment 

Digestive  Depangements. — Habitual  constipation  from  atony  of  the 
bowels,  often  associated  with  a  tendency  to  haemorrhoids  and  "  abdominal 
venosity,"  may  sometimes  be  treated  with  cold  baths  and  other  stimulat- 
ing methods,  which  increase  the  general  nutrition  of  the  tissues  and  the 
l^hysical  and  psychical  energy  of  the  nervous  system.  In  cases  of 
chronic  dyspepsia  with  catarrh  of  the  stomach  the  common  salt  waters 
and  alkaline  sulphated  waters  (as  at  Carlslml)  are  more  frequently  used 
and  often  preferable  ;  but  hydrotherapeutic  treatment  may  be  employed 
for  the  tonic  after-treatment,  or  it  may  l)e  employed  with  due  care  from 
the  beginning  as  an  adjuvant  to  the  other  treatment. 

Muscular  Pains  and  "  Muscular  Rheumatism." — Some  of  these  cases 
may  be  treated  with  cold,  some  with  hot  baths,  or  with  hot  air  or  vapour 
baths,  according  to  the  patient's  power  of  reaction  ;  they  are  often  treated 
by  Avarm  or  hot  baths  followed  by  a  cold  shower  bath.  The  diaphoretic 
methods  by  packing  Avith  woollen  blankets  or  Avet  sheets  are  often  found 
to  be  useful,  l)ut  they  sometimes  fail.  In  this  class  of  cases  the  original 
supporters  of  hydrotherapeutic  treatment  considered  their  methods  in- 
fallible, but  this  is  by  no  means  the  case.  Invalids  of  this  class  should 
not  be  exposed  to  all  Aveathers  during  the  cure,  and  the  access  of  cold  air 
to  the  Avet  body  should  not  be  risked.  The  course  of  treatment  should  not 
be  too  prolonged  at  one  time,  but  may  be  repeated  again  after  an  interval 
of  some  months  :  the  interval  may  advantageously  be  spent  at  sheltered 
sea -side  localities,  at  moderate  elcA^ations,  or  at  one  of  the  gaseous 
thermal  saline  spas. 

Sciatica  and  Neuralgias. — Some  patients  may  be  treated  by  hot 
baths,  but  they  are  more  often  sent  to  natural  thermal  spas,  such  as 
Schlangenbad,  Wildbad,  etc. 

Hepatic  and  Nephritic  Colics,  etc. — Hot  baths'  may  be  of  great 
service  in  hepatic  and  nephritic  colics,  probably  by  the  relaxing  action  on 
unstriped  muscle,  and  in  helping  the  action  of  opiates.  They  may  some- 
times be  of  service  in  severe  flatulent  colic,  in  tenesmus,  in  retention  of 
urine,  etc. 

Rheumatism  and  Gout. — In  chronic  rheumatic  joint  affections  the 
patient  is  often  too  enfeebled  for  cold  hydrotherapeutic  treatment,  but  a 
hot  bath  (Avith  the  help,  if  necessary,  of  a  chair  to  loAver  the  patient  into 
the  bath)  may  be  useful  in  the  treatment  of  such  cases.  Mild  cases  of 
gout  may  derive  beneiit  from  the  usual  hydrotherajDeutic  treatment,  in 
so  far  as  it  aims  at  invigorating  the  nervous  system,  and  producing  more 
complete  oxidation  of  the  dowuAvard  products  of  tissue  metabolism  ;  the 
treatment  should  be  associated  Avith  moderation  in  the  amount  of  food, 
and  especially  in  the  use  of  stimulants.  Local  packing  may  cause  fits  of 
gout,  and  indeed  the  hot  mustard  foot-bath  has  been  used  for  this  pm-pose 
in  supposed  cases  of  "  suppressed  gout."    The  more  severe  forms  of  gout 
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are  too  much  complicated  with  general  constitutional  defects  to  encourage 
us  in  recommending  cold  water  treatment. 

Catarrhal  Attacks. — Weakness  or  over-sensitiveness  of  the  skin,  or 
nerve  terminations  in  the  skin,  may  be  the  cause  of  frequently  recurring 
attacks  of  diarrhoea,  or  of  tendency  to  catarrh  of  the  respiratory  mucous 
membrane  ;  at  all  events,  Avhen  this  over-sensitiveness  is  present,  cold 
is  more  likely  to  induce  such  attacks.  Hydrotherapeutic  methods, 
mildly  stimulating  at  first,  with  gradually  increasing  energy,  are  here 
useful ;  unless,  as  in  impeded  convalescence,  the  reactive  power  is  so 
reduced  that  gaseous  thermal  salt  baths  and  mountain  air  are  preferable. 
In  some  cases  sea-air  and  sea-baths  are  most  useful. 

Chronic  AfTeetions  of  the  Skin. — In  local  perspirations,  some  cases 
of  prurigo,  and  chronic  affections  of  the  skin,  hydrotherapeutic  treatment 
in  a  modified  form  may  be  useful ;  it  may  also  be  used  as  an  adjuvant  in 
the  treatment  of  syphilis.  In  some  affections  of  the  skin  alkaline  baths 
are  of  service,  and  bran-baths  are  used  to  allay  cutaneous  irritabilitj'. 
Psoriasis  has  been  successfully  treated  by  prolonged  cold  baths. 

Chronic  Metallic  Poisoning-. — In  some  cases  of  this  sort,  if  there  is 
sufficient  reactive  power,  cold  water  treatment  may  be  of  as  much  good 
as  the  thermal  sulphur  treatment.  The  treatment  will  be  aided  by  the 
abundant  internal  use  of  water,  and  if  necessary  by  the  administration  of 
iodide  of  potassium,  which  is  commonly  supposed  to  assist  in  the  removal 
of  the  poison  from  the  tissues. 

Hysteria,  etc. — Cold  water  treatment,  pine  baths,  and  aromatic  baths 
may  sometimes  be  found  useful  in  the  treatment  of  hysteria  and 
functional  nervous  affections,  and  in  some  cases  of  "  diabetes  insipidus." 
In  organic  nervous  diseases  they  are  not  to  be  recommended,  unless  it 
be  to  relieve  the  lightning  pains  of  tabes. 

Catamenial  Irregularities. — These  are  frequently  treated  at  hydro- 
therapeutic establishments.  Profuse  menstruation  may  often  be  checked 
by  the  regular  use  of  the  cold  hip-bath  for  three  to  five  minutes.  In 
cases  where  the  menses  are  insufficient,  warm  hip-baths  of  ten  to  fifteen 
minutes'  duration,  combined  in  some  cases  with  wrapping  in  a  wet  sheet, 
may  often  be  found  useful ;  dysmenorrhoea  is  likewise  occasionally  treated 
with  advantage  by  the  partial  wet  sheet  or  hot  baths. 

Ansemia. — Scheuer  recommends  the  treatment  of  some  anemic  con- 
ditions by  hydrotherapeutic  measures.  Under  general  cold  applications 
an  increase  in  the  haemoglobin  and  number  of  the  red  blood  corpuscles  has 
been  observed.  Of  course  special  care  must  be  observed  in  the  treatment 
by  cold  water  of  anaemic  and  feeble  persons.  According  to  Scheuer  the 
loss  of  heat  can  be  counteracted  by  rest  in  bed,  by  wrapping  up  after  the 
application  of  cold,  by  preliminary  moderate  exercise,  or  by  previously 
over-heating  the  body  in  the  hot  air  chamber,  or  by  hot  water,  as  in  the 
Scotch  douche. 

Rickets. — In  some  rickety,  scrofulous,  and  other  ill-nourished  children 
regular  bathing  in  rather  cold  salt  or  sea  water  may  form  a  part  of  the 
treatment,  provided  that  great  care  be  taken  to  avoid  a  chill. 
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Infantile  Convulsions,  etc. — Hot  baths  of  shor^  duration,  with  or 
Avithout  the  addition  of  mustard,  are  often  employed  for  the  immediate 
treatment  of  laryngismus  stridulus  and  general  con\Tilsions  in  children. 
Hot  baths  also  are  sometimes  used  for  adults  in  cases  of  puerperal 
eclampsia  and  uraemic  concisions,  but  in  these  cases  some  benefit  is 
expected  from  their  diaphoretic  action  as  Avell  as  from  their  sedative 
influence  on  the  cerebrum.  Cold  douches  or  the  continuous  application 
of  cold  (by  some  form  of  "  cap ")  to  the  head  are  often  of  the  utmost 
value  in  acute  delirium;  as,  for  example,  in  the -course  of  the  infectious 
fevers.  Delirium  and  screaming  are  sometimes  arrested  almost  at  once 
by  holding  the  patient's  head  over  a  pail  at  the  bedside  and  pouring  cold 
Avater  over  the  head,  beginning  near  it  and  slowly  "raising  the  can  higher 
and  higher. 

Nephritis  and  Ursemia. — The  wet  pack,  hot  water,  hot  air,  or  vapour 
baths  are  sometimes  of  ser\4ce  by  prodvicing  diaphoresis.  When  the 
patient  has  to  remain  in  bed  the  application  of  the  two  latter  baths 
requires  especial  care. 

Enteric  Fever  and  other  Acute  Infectious  Diseases. — Of  acute 
febrile  diseases  enteric  fever  is  the  one  in  which  cold  baths  have  been 
most  practised.  Brand's  direction  for  the  use  of  the  cold  bath  is  in 
general  to  take  the  rectal  temperature  every  three  hours ;  if  it  be  102'2' 
F.  or  more,  the  patient  is  to  be  placed  in  a  cold  bath  of  6-4'-i^  to  68" 
F.,  and  to  be  kept  there  until  a  slight  shivering  is  obserA'ed,  probably 
about  a  Cjuarter  of  an  hour.  There  are,  however,  many  varieties  of  this 
treatment ;  English  physicians,  following  von  Ziemssen,  prefer  to  place 
the  patient  in  water  at  about  90'  F.,  and  to  cool  the  bath  gradually  by 
the  addition  of  cold  water  until  the  fever  is  reduced  to  about  101"  F. 
Yon  Ziemssen's  method  is  Avithin  fifteen  minutes  to  cool  the  bath 
down  from  about  95"  to  68"  F.  ;  the  skin  is  lightly  rubbed,  and  in 
20-30  minutes,  or  AA-hen  shiA-ering  commences,  the  patient  should  be  put 
back  to  bed.  His  temperatiu-e  usually  falls  one  or  two  more  degrees 
after  remoA'al  to  bed,  which  should  be  warm  and  contain  a  hot  bottle 
for  the  feet.  Cold  affusions,  cold  sponging,  the  application  of  ice  to 
the  body,  or  the  suspension  of  ice  in  vessels  in  a  "  cradle '"'  AA-ithin  the 
l)ed-clothes,  haA-e  been  used  in  milder  cases  for  a  similar  purpose. 
Persistent  feA-er  in  children  may  be  couA'eniently  reduced  by  filling  AWde- 
mouthed  pickle-bottles  AA^th  ice,  AArapping  each  in  flannel,  and  placing 
more  or  fewer  of  them  about  the  patient — in  the  axiU*,  against  the  flanks, 
or  betAveen  the  legs.  Bottles  may  be  added  or  removed  from  time  to 
time  as  the  thermometer  may  indicate.  The  temperature  should  not  only 
be  taken  soon  after  the  bath,  but  also  after  an  interA'al  of  fifteen  minutes ; 
the  temperature  then  indicates  whether  the  bath  was  sufficiently 
cold  ;  this  indication  is  of  use  in  regulating  the  next  bath.  A  little 
alcohol  may  be  administered  before  or  whilst  the  patient  is  in  the  bath, 
and  friction  may  be  applied  to  preA'ent  the  too  sudden  contraction  of  the 
cutaneous  A-essels.  The  use  of  cold  baths  in  enteric  fever  was  introduced 
by  F.  Glenard  in  1871  from  Germany  into  France,  and  was  adopted 
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especially  in  Lyons.  Dr.  Osier,  in  the  report  on  typhoid  fever  {Johns 
Hoplins  Hospital  Reports,  vol.  iv.  1894),  speaks  in  favour  of  the  bath 
method  of  treatment,  which  indeed  has  been  widely  practised  in  most 
countries,  and  is  very  efficacious,  not  only  as  regai'ds  the  pyrexia,  but  in 
low  delirium,  subsultus  tendinum,  tympanites  and  like  "  typhoid  "  states. 
Similar  methods  have  been  used  for  acute  infectious  diseases  other  than 
enteric — -in  the  typhoid  symptoms  sometimes  occurring  during  the  course 
of  pneumonia,  small-pox,  erysipelas,  scarlatina,  etc.  On  account  of  the 
tonic  and  diuretic  action  of  the  baths,  it  is  said  that  they  may  be  em- 
ployed also  with  advantage  in  some  cases  of  infectious  fevers,  where, 
although  the  temperature  is  not  much  more  than  100°  F.,  a  condition 
of  prostration  and  tendency  to  stuj^or  is  found.  Further  details  will  be 
found  in  the  elaborate  account  by  Dr.  H.  Faure-Miller  {Les  Bains  Froids 
dans  les  Formes  TypJidides  des  Maladies  Infedieuses,  1893). 

Hyperpyrexia. — In  cases  of  hyjaerpyrexia,  occurring  in  the  course  of 
acute  rheumatism  and  other  acute  diseases,  the  advantage  of  the  cold 
water  treatment  over  the  internal  use  of  antipyretic  drugs  is  now 
generally  admitted,  and  the  methods  of  its  use  are  well  understood. 

Burns,  Phlegmons,  etc. — The  use  of  baths  for  these  cases  comes 
under  the  head  of  surgery. 

Centra-Indications. — For  the  successful  results  of  cold  water  treat- 
ment it  is  essential  that  the  organism  be  able  to  stand  a  certain  amount 
of  abstraction  of  heat ;  that  it  be  capable  of  more  or  less  energetic 
reaction,  and  that  the  digestive  and  assimilative  oi'gans  be  able  to  take 
up  a  fair  amount  of  nourishing  material  to  compensate  increased  catabolism. 
In  cases  of  great  debility  after  illness  special  care  must  be  oliserved, 
and  cold  Avater  treatment  is  still  more  hazardous  when,  to  the  debility 
of  illness,  the  weakness  of  childhood  or  old  age  is  added.  When  cold 
water  treatment  causes  diarrhoea,  urticaria,  or  hsemoglobinuria,  it  must 
be  discontinued ;  and  in  chronic  nephritis  and  any  great  degree  of 
arterio-sclerosis  it  is  contra-indicated  ;  so  also  is  it  certainly  in  cases  of 
aneurysm,  in  those  who  have  had  one  attack  of  cerebral  hasmorrhage,  or 
appear  threatened  Avith  cerebral  htemorrhage,  and  in  all  cases  of  heart 
disease,  except  in  slight  and  Avell-compensated  mitral  valvular  aflfections. 
The  abundant  use  of  liquids  internally  is  injurious  to  patients  with  old 
valvular  heart  disease  and  a  tendency  to  loss  of  compensation  ;  it  is  to 
be  avoided  likewise  by  many  obese  persons  Avith  weakly  acting  hearts. 

Hermann  Weber. 
F.  Parkes  Weber. 
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THE  MEDICAL  APPLICATIONS  OF  ELECTEICITY 

Although  a  large  number  of  books  have  been  written  upon  medical 
electricity  its  use  makes  slow  progress  among  medical  men.  The  apparent 
reasons  for  this  are  that  the  apparatus  is  expensive,  its  management 
troublesome,  and  the  time  required  to  carry  out  the  treatment  more 
than  a  busy  practitioner  can  spare ;  these  objections  would  probably 
vanish  quickly  if  the  fact  could  once  be  grasped  that  electrical  treat- 
ment is  of  real  value  in  a  considerable  variety  of  cases.     The  true 
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reason  for  the  slow  advance  of  medical  electricity  is  that  the  medical 
profession  have  not  yet  become  fully  aware  of  its  advantages.  ^ 

There  is  no  manner  of  doubt  that  electrical  currents  produce  definite 
physiological  effects ;  from  a  consideration  of  these  it  is  possible  to  arrive 
at  an  estimate  of  the  value  of  electricity  in  the  treatment  of  disease, 
and  medical  electricity  may  be  defined  as  the  application  of  our  know- 
ledge of  these  physiological  actions  to  the  study  and  treatment  of  disease. 

The  most  obvious  physiological  action  of  electricity  is  its  power  of 
stimulating  living  tissues.  This  is  ajiparent  enough  when  the  current  is 
applied  to  nerves  or  muscles,  for  it  can  be  felt  and  seen  :  but  the  stimulat- 
ing effect  is  not  confined  to  nerves  and  muscles ;  it  can  also  be  observed 
in  unicellular  organisms,  and  its  results  noted  in  several  ways  in  man  and 
animals.  The  metabolic  activity  of  the  tissues  can  be  considerably 
increased  by  electricity,  as  Gautier  and  Larat  have  shown  in  their 
experiments  upon  the  elimination  of  carbonic  acid  gas  and  urea  under 
electrical  treatment,  when  it  Avas  found  that  an  increase  of  40  or  50 
per  cent  could  be  produced  by  general  electrification.  This  trophic 
action  of  electricity  has  valuable  applications  in  medical  treatment.  It  is 
surprising  to  see  the  great  improvement  in  general  health  shown  by 
children  during  a  course  of  electrical  treatment  for  infantile  paralysis  ; 
and  in  rickety  children  the  most  encouraging  results  have  been  obtained. 
The  same  beneficial  trophic  effects  are  commonly  seen  in  adults  ;  and 
the  most  suitable  methods  of  treatment  Avill  be  considered  below 
under  the  head  of  general  electrification.  In  addition  to  the  other 
methods  of  improving  nutrition — such  as  change  of  air,  exercise  and 
gymnastics,  massage,  or  the  administration  of  cod  liver  oil  and  certain 
other  drugs — we  have  in  electricity  a  most  direct  and  useful  means  to 
the  same  end,  and  one  which  sometimes  offers  advantages  over  all  the 
others. 

When  the  question  is  one  of  localisation  of  the  stimulating  effect,  then 
the  advantages  of  electricity  are  conspicuous,  as  is  clearly  shown  by  the 
almost  exclusive  use  of  electrical  methods  by  physiologists  when  local 
stimulation  is  required  for  purposes  of  experiment.  The  power  of 
exercising  and  of  stimulating  to  contraction  any  paralysed  muscle  or 
group  of  muscles  is  a  most  valuable  one. 

The  electrotonic  effects  of  currents  can  also  be  applied  to  purposes  of 
treatment.  By  electrotonus  is  meant  the  changed  condition  of  a 
nerve  during  the  passage  of  a  steady  current  through  it ;  that  is,  an 
increase  of  irritability  in  the  region  of  the  negative  pole,  and  a  decrease 
round  the  positive  pole.  Physiological  principles  suggest  the  use 
of  the  anode  (or  positive  pole)  for  conditions  of  exalted  irritability, 
such  as  neuralgia  or  spasm  \  and  the  use  of  the  kathode  for  paralytic  or 
paretic  states :  thus  we  are  often  enabled  to  obtain  favourable  results. 
In  patients  with  injuries  to  nerves  and  impaired  cutaneous  sensibility  the 
electrotonic  effects  of  the  current  are  often  jilain  enough  ;  the  application  of 
the  anode  to  the  affected  region  with  a  moderate  current  may  be  able  to 
abolish  all  sensibility  for  the  time,  while  the  use  of  the  kathode  will 
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restore  it  in  an  increased  degree.  So  too  it  is  common  for  a  trigeminal 
neuralgia  to  fade  away  completely  during  the  application  of  the  anode 
over  the  affected  region,  and  it  often  happens  that  a  neuralgic  pain  thus 
dissipated  does  not  return. 

Another  effect  of  the  current  is  electrolysis,  which  is  made  use  of  in 
surgery  when  destructive  effects  are  desired ;  as,  for  example,  in  the 
treatment  of  nsevus.  In  medical  treatment  these  destructive  electro- 
lytic eff"ects  at  the  surface  of  the  electrodes  have  to  be  remembered 
in  order  to  be  avoided ;  but  the  electrolytic  process  implies  not 
merely  the  dissociation  of  chemical  compounds  at  the  poles,  but  also 
a  rearrangement  of  the  molecules  composing  the  electrolyte  which  lies 
between  the  poles — that  is,  in  the  case  of  the  body,  the  juices  and  tissues  : 
and  it  is  not  impossible  that  some  of  the  results  of  electrical  treatment 
may  be  due  to  interpolar  electrolytic  actions  in  the  tissues  traversed  by 
the  current.  It  is  difficult  at  present  to  estimate  the  exact  importance  of 
these  molecular  changes,  but  they  may  be  considered  for  the  present  as 
"alterative  "  eff"ects. 

Sometimes  it  is  possible  to  make  use  of  a  peculiar  property  of  electric 
currents  as  a  means  of  introducing  drugs  into  the  system  through  the 
skin  ;  the  process  of  electrie  osmosis  or  eataphoresis  causes  the  jsassage 
of  solutions  from  the  positive  to  the  negative  pole,  and  many  applications 
of  it  have  been  suggested,  such  as  the  direct  introduction  of  iodide 
of  potassium  into  a  syphilitic  node  or  gumma,  or  the  elimination  of 
metallic  poisons  from  the  system.  Its  chief  value,  however,  may  consist 
in  the  production  of  local  anaesthesia  of  the  unbroken  skin  by  cocaine  : 
this  can  readily  be  done  by  placing  on  the  skin  a  few  thicknesses  of 
blotting-paper  wet  with  10  per  cent  cocaine  solution  and  applying  the 
positive  pole  over  it,  the  circuit  being  completed  through  the  body  to  the 
negative  pole  placed  on  some  remote  part.  With  a  moderately  strong 
current  of  five  to  ten  milliamperes  the  skin  can  be  rendered  anaesthetic  in 
five  minutes. 

The  phenomena  of  electrotonus,  of  electrolysis,  and  of  electric  osmosis 
are  peculiar  to  the  direct  current ;  the  stimulating  and  trophic  eff"ects 
belong  both  to  direct  and  to  alternating  currents,  though  they  are  more 
apparent  with  the  latter. 

In  medicine  both  the  direct  and  the  alternating  current  are  in  daily 
use ;  the  consideration  of  what  has  just  been  written  will  serve  as  a 
guide  in  the  choice  of  one  or  the  other  for  the  treatment  of  j^articular 
cases.  Fashion  has  had  no  little  influence  in  deciding  the  preference  of 
one  or  other  of  these  electrical  methods. 

The  apparatus  required  for  electrical  treatment  and  diagnosis  is  in 
reality  a  simple  matter,  although  the  elaborate  catalogues  of  the  instru- 
ment m^akers  are  apt  to  give  the  idea  that  it  is  rather  complicated. 
The  words  Franklinism,  Galvanism,  and  Faradism  will  not  be  used  in 
this  article ;  but  in  their  place  I  shall  speak  of  electrostatic  methods, 
of  treatment  by  the  battery  current,  and  of  treatment  by  the  induction 
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coil  current.  Electrostatic  treatment  consists  in  the  use  of  charges 
from  an  electrical  machine  of  high  potential,  with  sparks,  the  brush 
discharge,  or  the  discharges  of  Leyden  jars.  These  electrostatic 
methods  were  applied  to  medicine  almost  on  their  discovery ;  and  the 
early  M^riters  on  medical  electricity  enumerated  long  lists  of  cures  eft'ected 
by  their  means ;  these  old  records,  however,  hardly  repay  a  study,  partly 
because  many  of  the  patients  seem  to  have  been  hysterical,  while  the 
others  are  so  described  as  to  make  it  difficult  to  diagnose  the  respective 
diseases.  After  the  discovery  of  the  voltaic  pile  the  use  of  the  electrical 
machine  gradually  fell  into  disuse ;  but  it  is  now  being  revived  with 
modern  apparatus  and  a  better  knowledge  of  the  subject.  In  France 
especially  these  methods  have  been  much  in  vogue  during  the  last  few 
years,  and  a  certain  amount  of  scientific  work  has  been  devoted  to  them, 
so  that  we  are  beginning  to  gather  some  little  trustworthy  knowledge  of 
the  physiological  eff'ects  of  high  potential  electrification.  There  seems  to 
be  no  doubt  that  in  this  way  certain  general  nutritive  changes  can  be 
brought  about ;  the  effect  on  healthy  persons  probably  being  to  increase 
the  metabolic  activity  of  the  tissues,  and  in  some  cases  to  such  an  extent 
as  to  do  harm.  Thus,  in  some  careful  experiments  upon  himself,  Truchot 
found  that  as  a  result  of  a  course  of  electrostatic  treatment  a  feverish 
state  of  body  was  produced,  with  accelerated  pulse,  raised  temperature, 
and  increased  elimination  of  nitrogen.  In  certain  morbid  states  this 
increase  of  activity  seems  to  be  useful,  notably  in  people  of  a  torpid  con- 
dition of  l)ody,  in  the  anaemic,  the  debilitated  and  the  convalescent. 
These  eflects  have  been  noticed  from  the  simple  electrostatic  charge. 
When  sparks  are  combined  with  this,  certain  local  effects  may  be  super- 
added, and  with  Leyden  jars  forcible  muscular  contractions  also  occur. 
The  whole  of  this  branch  of  medical  electricity  requires  fresh  investiga- 
tion on  physiological  lines,  and  much  which  was  written  by  the  older 
writers  rec|uires  to  be  forgotten.  The  clinical  gains  have  been  in  the 
treatment  of  some  skin  diseases,  especially  eczema  and  eczematous  ulcers  ; 
the  removal  of  certain  states  of  abnormal  obesity  ;  the  relief  of  neuralgia, 
and  so  on.  Moreover,  electrostatic  methods  have  above  all  the  jjower  of 
combating  many  hysterical  manifestations,  such  as  pains,  anaesthesias, 
contractures  and  paralyses :  these  last,  however,  depend  rather  upon 
the  psychological  than  on  the  physiological  effects  of  electricity.  In  this 
country,  unfortunately,  electrostatic  methods  of  treatment  have  not  yet 
received  proper  study,  and  are  generally  regarded  as  having  no  effects 
except  through  the  mental  impressions  produced  by  the  treatment ;  but 
there  is  probably  more  of  value  in  them  than  is  yet  believed. 

The  best  type  of  electrostatic  machine  is  the  Wimshurst  machine  ;  and 
it  is  advantageous  to  use  one  with  eight  or  twelve  plates,  each  having  a 
diameter  of  twenty  inches,  and  to  enclose  the  whole  machine  in  a  roomy 
glass  case  to  protect  it  from  the  dust  which  is  abundantly  attracted  hy 
the  machine  when  in  action.  Details  of  management  must  be  looked  for 
in  the  special  handbooks. 

For  carrying  out  the  methods  in  ordinary  use  with  battery  and 
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induction  coil,  it  is  perhaps  best  at  the  beginning  to  procure  a 
portable  combined  battery  from  a  good  maker.  This  can  be  used  either  in 
the  consulting-room  or  in  the  patient's  home,  and  is  therefore  superior  to 
a  fixed  installation.  It  is  unwise  to  multiply  batteries  ;  they  gradually 
deteriorate  with  keeping,  whether  used  or  not,  and  it  is  easier  to  bear  the 
expense  of  maintenance  of  one  battery  than  of  two  or  more.  The  com- 
bined battery  should  consist  of  twenty-five  or  thirty  small  size  Leclanche 
or  "dry"  cells,  with  a  current  collector  or  switch  for  progressively  taking 
cells  up  into  circuit  one  by  one  ;  a  galvanometer  graduated  in  milliamperes ; 
a  commutator  for  reversing  the  direction  of  the  current  in  the  external 
circuit ;  a  pair  of  binding  screws  for  the  attachment  of  the  conducting 
wires ;  an  induction  coil  with  one  or  two  sepai'ate  and  larger-sized  cells  to 
drive  it,  and  a  key  for  switching  on  either  the  induction  coil  current  or 
the  battery  current  to  the  terminal  binding  screws  at  will.  Some  mode 
of  regulating  the  strength  of  the  induction  coil  is  necessary. 

Such  an  apparatus  can  be  had  at  prices  varying  from  eight  to  fifteen 
pounds,  and  is  the  most  convenient  arrangement  for  all  medical  purposes 
of  testing  and  treatment,  though  it  is  not  suitable  for  the  large  currents 
needed  for  galvano-cautery  or  for  instruments  mth  electric  lamps.  A 
pair  of  flexible  conductors  of  insulated  wire  and  a  few  electrodes  make  up 
the  outfit.  It  is  best  to  procure  any  special  electrodes  as  occasion  arises: 
those  Avanted  for  general  purposes  are  of  two  kinds, — one  a  flat  pad  of 
metal,  oval,  four  inches  long,  covered  with  wash-leather  or  amadou,  and 
fitted  with  a  binding  screw ;  and  the  other,  a  handle  to  which  metal  discs 
ranging  from  half  an  inch  to  two  inches  in  diameter  can  be  attached. 
The  former  is  called  the  indiff'erent  electrode  ;  during  treatment  it  is 
applied  to  some  indiff'erent  part  of  the  patient's  body,  where  the  pressure 
of  the  clothes  usually  suffices  to  keep  it  in  place — on  the  back  of  the 
neck,  for  example,  on  the  sternum,  or  the  sacrum.  The  other  or  active 
electrode  is  manipulated  over  the  region  aflfected.  For  testing  the 
nerves  and  muscles  it  is  convenient  to  have  a  special  electrode  fitted  with 
a  key  for  closing  the  circuit  at  will. 

A  sheath  for  the  indifferent  electrode  with  one  side  waterproof  is  con- 
venient, as  it  protects  the  patient's  clothing  from  being  wetted.  It  is 
important  to  have  clean  coverings  for  the  electrodes  ;  and  so  far  as  possible 
to  provide  each  patient  with  a  separate  electrode  and  sheath  ;  a  handy 
form  of  electrode  is  made  in  which  the  wash-leather  covering  can  be 
changed  in  a  few  moments.  Salt  water  is  not  necessary  for  the  moistening 
of  the  electrodes,  and,  as  it  corrodes  them  more  rapidly  than  plain  warm 
water,  the  latter  is  to  be  preferred.  The  silk-covered  conducting  cords 
should  be  light  and  flexible,  four  or  five  feet  long,  and  of  two  colours,  to 
distinguish  their  attachments  the  more  easily. 

Units  of  Measurement. — It  is  impossible  to  have  clear  ideas  upon 
medical  electricity  unless  the  meaning  of  the  words  Volt,  Ohm  and 
Ampere  are  understood.  These  terms  stand  for  the  units  in  which 
electrical  quantities  are  expressed,  and  are  as  necessary  to  the  subject  as 
are  the  better  known  units  of  measurement,  such  as  the  inch,  the  pound 
VOL.  I  2  a 
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and  the  pint,  to  matters  of  everyday  life.  The  volt  is  the  jaractical  unit  of 
electromotive  force,  or  electrical  pressure ;  and  the  electromotive  force  of 
a  batteiy  expresses  the  tendency  of  such  a  battery  to  produce  an  electric 
discharge,  just  as  the  pressure  in  a  steam-boiler  signifies  the  tendency  of 
the  boiler  to  emit  steam ;  in  the  former  case  the  closure  of  a  conducting 
circuit,  and  in  the  latter  the  opening  of  a  valve,  is  necessary  to  cause  the 
discharge. 

The  ohm  is  the  practical  unit  of  resistance,  and  is  necessary  because 
electrical  conductors  differ  from  one  another  in  their  specific  conductivity; 
those  which  conduct  well  are  said  to  have  a  low  specific  resistance,  and 
those  which  conduct  badly  are  said  to  have  a  high  resistance.  Metals  are 
good  conductors  ;  and  of  metals  silver  and  cojiper  have  the  least  resistance. 
The  resistance  of  a  wire  or  rod  or  other  mass  of  any  substance  depends 
upon  the  specific  resistance  of  the  substance,  and  varies  directly  as  its 
length,  and  inversely  as  its  sectional  area  or  thickness  :  thus  a  long  or 
a  thin  wire  of  copper  will  have  a  greater  resistance  than  a  short  or  thick 
one.  The  awpere  is  the  unit  of  current,  and  the  three  units  are  so  related 
to  one  another  that  an  electromotive  force  of  one  volt  acting  upon  a 
conductor  with  a  resistance  of  one  ohm  will  set  uj)  in  that  conductor  a 
current  of  one  ampere.    This  relation,  known  as  Ohm's  law,  can  be 

expressed,  in  symbols,  by  C  =  ,  where  C  stands  for  current,  E  for  electro- 
motive force,  and  R  for  resistance  :  if  two  of  the  three  quantities  are 
known,  the  third  can  be  calculated  from  them  ;  thus  when  an  electromotive 

E  12 

force  of  1 2  volts  acts  upon  a  resistance  of  8  ohms,  C  =      or  C  =  — ,  or 

K  8 

C  =  1  "5  amperes,  which  is  the  resulting  current. 

As  a  current  of  one  ampere  is  never  applied  to  jsatients  in  medical 
treatment,  the  thousandth  of  an  ampere  ('001  ampere)  or  milliamp^;re 
forms  a  more  convenient  unit,  and  medical  currents  are  usually  expressed 
in  milliamp^res ;  thus  five  milliamperes  is  a  common  magnitude  of 
current,  and  it  is  more  easily  expressed  in  that  way  than  by  the  fraction 
•005  ampere. 

The  resistance  of  the  body  is  high,  very  much  higher  than  that  of  a 
metal  ;  and  it  varies  considerably  with  the  moisture  or  dryness  of  the'skin  : 
under  conditions  of  medical  treatment  with  wetted  electrodes,  it  may  be 
taken  as  ranging  between  1000  and  5000  ohms.  It  is  worth  while  to 
calculate  the  electromotive  force  necessary  to  send  a  current  of  five 
milliamperes  through  such  a  resistance.    First,  in  the  case  of  1000  ohms — 


E 
R 


RC  =  E 


R  =  1000  C  =  -005. 


E=  1000  X  -005  =  5  volts. 


Secondly,  in  the  case  of  5000  ohms — 


E  =  RC  =  5000  X  -005  =  25  volts. 
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A  medical  battery  must  therefore  have  an  electromotive  force  of 
twenty-five  volts  if  it  is  to  drive  a  current  of  five  milliamperes  through  a 
body  whose  resistance  is  5000  ohms. 

The  Leclanche  cells  usually  supplied  in  portable  batteries  have  an 
electromotive  force  of  r5  volts  per  cell;  thirty  cells  (a  usual  number) 
properly  connected  together  have  a  combined  electromotive  force  of  forty- 
five  volts  :  this  gives  an  ample  margin,  and  would  send  a  current  of  fifteen 
milliamperes  through  a  resistance  of  3000  ohms.  As  this  current  is  very 
rarely  exceeded,  and  as,  by  thoroughly  moistening  the  skin,  the  body 
resistance  can  usually  be  brought  well  within  3000  ohms,  this  number  of 
cells  is  sufficient.  Beyond  this  the  weight  and  cost  of  the  battery  increase 
out  of  proportion  to  its  efficiency.  The  current  from  the  cells  of  the 
battery  flows  through  the  circuit  in  one  direction  from  the  positive  to  the 
negative  terminal,  and,  so  long  as  the  circuit  is  closed,  with  almost 
unvarying  strength ;  when  it  is  broken,  by  removing  the  electrodes  from 
the  patient  or  by  opening  a  key  in  the  circuit,  the  current  ceases  abruptly. 
If  the  electrode  be  caused  to  slide  over  the  surface  of  the  body  there  will 
be  variations  in  the  lines  of  flow  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  moving 
electrode  ;  and  the  point  of  entry  of  the  current,  or  point  of  greatest 
density  of  flow,  will  vary  in  position,  even  though  the  total  current 
flowing  in  the  circuit,  as  indicated  by  the  galvanometer,  be  steady  and 
uniform. 

The  current  from  the  induction  coil  is  of  a  different  kind,  inasmuch 
as  its  strength  is  continually  varying  with  the  electromotive  force  of 
the  coil,  which  rises  and  falls  in  the  form  of  a  wave  with  each  vibration  of 
the  moving  contact-breaker ;  each  rise  and  fall  of  electromotive  force 
means  a  rise  and  fall  of  the  current  through  the  circuit.  If  the  primary 
coil  of  the  induction  apparatxxs  be  used,  the  consecutive  waves  of  current 
are  all  in  one  direction ;  if  the  secondary  coil  be  used,  they  change  or- 
alternate  in  direction.  In  medical  coils  the  current  of  the  primary  circuit 
is  not  always  adapted  for  use,  and  it  has  no  therapeutic  advantages  over 
jthat  of  the  secondary  coil ;  the  secondary  current  is  a  current  alternating 
in  direction  about  fifty  times  per  second  and  wave-like  in  character ;  that 
is  to  say,  it  rises  from  zero  to  a  positive  maximum,  then  falls  away  again 
to  zero,  rises  to  a  negative  maximum,  and  again  returns  to  zero ;  each 
electrode  is  thus  alternately  positive  and  negative.  There  are  several 
ways  of  regulating  the  strength  of  the  secondary  coil :  one  of  the  best  is 
by  winding  it  on  a  separate  bobbin  which  can  be  made  to  slide  between 
guides  so  as  to  vary  its  position  in  the  magnetic  field  of  the  primary  coil ; 
as  the  secondary  is  withdrawn  from  the  primary  the  current  becomes 
weaker,  and  vice  versa. 

The  measurement  of  the  alternating  currents  of  the  induction  coil 
(which  do  not  affect  an  ordinary  galvanometer  needle)  has  been  for  a  long 
time  a  serious  difficulty,  and,  in  electrical  testing,  comparisons  have  been 
usually  made  by  the  aid  of  an  arbitrary  scale  marked  along  the  slide  of 
the  coil;  this  does  indeed  enable  the  relative  positions  of  primary  and 
secondary  coils  to  be  reproduced  at  will,  but  is  of  very  little  use  in  com- 
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paring  the  results  obtained  with  two  coils  which  may  differ.  Now  at 
length  an  instrument  is  made  which  gives  readings  of  the  induction  coil 
currents  in  milliamperes,  and  as  soon  as  its  use  becomes  general  our 
knowledge  of  the  actions  of  the  induction  coil  current  will  be  placed  upon 
a  surer  basis.  Diff"erent  instruments  differ  much  in  the  painfulness  of  the 
sensation  to  which  they  give  rise.  In  few  of  them  are  the  successive 
discharges  sufficiently  equal  to  produce  a  smooth  sensation.  In  the  choice 
of  a  coil  this  point  should  be  attended  to,  and  pains  should  be  taken  to 
obtain  one  which  has  a  contact-breaker  working  smoothly  and  evenly. 

The  least  painful  rate  of  vibration  is  from  sixty  to  a  hundred  impulses 
per  second. 

The  properties  of  the  discharges  of  the  induction  coil  are  modified  by 
the  number  of  turns  of  wire  in  the  secondary  windings.  A  coil  of  few 
turns  (two  or  three  hundred)  has  a  lower  electromotive  force  and  a  lower 
resistance  than  a  coil  of  many  turns  (two  or  three  thousand) ;  and  besides 
its  resistance  there  is  another  factor  which  increases  with  the  number  of 
turns,  and  is  known  as  its  self-induction  :  this  retards  the  rate  of  rise  and 
fall  of  current  in  the  coil,  and  diminishes  the  magnitude  of  the  current 
which  can  be  taken  from  it.  Thus  a  coil  of  many  windings  has  a  high 
electromotive  force  so  long  as  very  small  currents  are  taken  from  it,  but 
this  falls  rapidly  when  the  resistance  of  the  external  circuit  is  low ;  a 
short  coil  has  a  lower  electromotive  force,  but  is  capable  of  giving  a  pro- 
portionately larger  current  without  fall  in  its  electromotive  force.  For 
treatment  with  moistened  skin  and  wet  electrodes  a  long  coil  is  not 
needed,  but  for  the  stimulation  of  the  superficial  cutaneous  nerve-endings 
with  a  dry  skin  and  a  wire  brush- — a  method  sometimes  adopted — a  long 
coil  is  needed,  as  the  dry  skin  has  a  very  high  resistance,  and  requires  a 
high  electromotive  force  to  drive  through  it  even  the  small  current 
required  in  this  mode  of  treatment.  Some  medical  coils  are  therefore 
provided  with  two  interchangeable  secondary  coils ;  but  the  same  advan- 
tage can  be  had  from  one  coil,  if  its  windings  can  be  tapped  so  as  to  use 
either  a  part  or  the  Avhole  of  it  at  will.  ^ 
Too  much  has  been  made  of  the  various  qualities  supposed  to  be 
obtained  by  varying  the  thickness  of  the  wire  and  the  numbers  of  turns 
in  the  winding  ;  the  rise  and  fall  of  the  wave  of  current  is  rather  more 
gradual  from  a  long  than  from  a  short  coil ;  this  difference  and  the  point 
mentioned  above — that  a  long,  fine  wire  is  the  best  for  stimulating  the 
dry  skin — give  the  pith  of  the  matter.  Recently  very  rapidly  vilirating 
contact-breakers  have  been  advocated,  because  of  a  peculiar  benumbing 
effect  upon  the  cutaneous  nerves  which  is  produced  by  them.  These, 
however,  are  not  often  useful. 

Nerve  and  Muscle  Reactions. — There  is  a  marked  difference  in  the 
way  in  wliich  nerve  and  muscle  respond  to  the  battery  current  and  the 
coil  current  respectively ;  and  this  has  been  made  the  basis  of  the 
electrical  testing  of  nerve  and  muscle.  In  health  the  battery  current  pro- 
duces a  single  twitch  of  a  muscle  when  the  circuit  is  closed,  and  another 
when  the  circuit  is  opened.    In  the  interval  between  closure  and  opening 
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the  muscle  is  quiescent,  although  the  muscle  or  its  motor  nerve  is  being 
traversed  by  the  current ;  the  minimal  current  necessary  to  produce  the 
contraction  when  the  negative  electrode  is  most  favourably  placed  over  a 
superficial  nerve-trunk  is  about  one  millianipere.    AVith  the  positive  pole 
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Fig.  26. — The  motor  points.    The  head  and  neck. 


a  current  of  about  twice  the  strength  is  needed,  and  in  both  cases  the 
contractions  are  more  easily  produced  by  closure  than  by  opening  of  ih'e 
circuit.    Thus  there  are  four  possible  ways  of  causing  a  contraction : — 

1.  Closure  with  Kathode  on  the  nerve  or  muscle,  KCC,  Kathodal 

closure  contraction, 

2.  Closure  with  Anode  „         ,,  „        ACC,  Anodal 

closure  contraction. 

3.  Opening  with  Anode  „  „  „         AOC,  Anodal 

opening  contraction. 

4.  Opening  with  Kathode        „  „  „         KOC,  Kathodal 

opening  contraction. 

These  are  arranged  in  the  order  of  their  appearance  in  health.  In  disease 
the  order  may  be  modified. 

When  the  currents  are  stronger  the  muscle  is  not  quiescent  during 
the  steady  passage  of  the  current,  but  is  in  a  state  of  imperfect  tetanus, 
which  is  called  closure  tetanus. 

With  the  induction  coil  cixrrent  the  muscle  passes  into  a  state  of  tetanus, 
and  remains  so  during  the  passage  of  the  current.    This  is  what  one 
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would  expect  from  the  continual  change  of  strength  of  the  induction  coil 
current,  which  acts  as  a  rapid  succession  of  sejiarate  stimuli. 

These  muscular  contractions  are  obtained  either  by  stimulating  the 
motor  nerve-trunk  at  any  part  of  its  course,  or  by  stimulating  the 
muscle  by  placing  the  electrode  directly  over  it.    But  even  in  this  latter 


Fig.  27.— The  motor  points.    The  extensor  aspect  of  the  upper  limb. 


case  the  stimulus  is  still  distributed  through  the  muscle  by  means  of  the 
ramifications  of  its  motor  nerves,  which  convey  the  stimulus  more  rapidly 
than  the  muscle  fibres  could  do  it. 

In  certain  forms  of  jjaralysis  the  reactions  become  altered  and  the 
following  condition  is  found  :  the  motor  nerve  responds  neither  to  the 
induction  coil  nor  to  the  battery  current ;  the  muscle  does  not  respond 
to  the  direct  application  of  the  induction  coil  current,  and  to  the  battery 
current  it  responds  in  an  altered  way,  namely,  the  contractions  at  closing 
and  opening  the  circuit  produce  a  slow,  sluggish  contraction  instead  of  the 
sudden  twitch  seen  in  health;  often,  too,  the  anodal  closure  proves  a 
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more  effective  stimulus  than  the  kathodal.  These  contractions  (sluggish) 
may  be  jDroduced  by  very  small  currents,  or,  on  the  contrary,  strong 
currents  may  be  needed  to  produce  them.  The  irritability  of  the  muscle 
to  battery  currents  (galvanic  irritability)  is  said  to  be  increased  or 
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Fig.  28. — Tlie  motor  points.    The  flexor  aspect  of  the  upper  limb. 

decreased  accordingly ;  the  irritability  to  induction  coil  currents  (faradic 
irritability)  being  abolished  in  both  the  nerve  and  the  muscle.  This  con- 
dition is  known  as  the  reaction  of  degeneration,  and  is  found  in  cases  of 
serious  injury  or  disease  in  the  motor  nuclei  of  the  anterior  cornua,  or  in 
the  nerve-trunks. 

The  importance  of  the  reaction  of  degeneration  lies  in  the  valuable 
help  afforded  by  it  for  localising  the  seat  of  disease. 
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Other  modifications  of  the  normal  reactions  are  a  general  increase  of 
irritahilitij  to  coil  and  battery,  a  con-esponding  general  decrease  of  irritability, 
and  a  partial  reaction  of  degeneration,  whose  essential  features  are  the 
presence  of  sluggish  contractions  when  the  muscle  is  stimulated  directly 
by  a  battery  current,  and  a  partial  retention  of  the  excitability  of  the 
nerve  and  muscles  to  the  induction  coil  current.  This  partial  reaction  of 
degeneration  most  usually  occurs  as  a  transient  phase  in  a  i^aralysis 
which  is  becoming  either  worse  or  better ;  and  it  may  be  seen  in  other 
cases  where  the  damage  is  not  sufficient  to  produce  a  complete  reaction 
of  degeneration. 

Practical  Electrical  Testing. — This  should  be  carried  out  as  follows : 


Fig.  29. — The  motor  points.    The  front  of  the  tliigh. 


Place  the  indifferent  electrode  in  a  suitable  position  on  the  patient, 
and  take  the  limb  to  he  tested  in  the  left  hand,  holding  in  the  right  the 
testing  electrode  with  one  inch  disc  which  should  have  a  key  in  the 
handle  for  closing  the  circuit.  Moisten  the  skin  thoroughly  over  the 
muscles  to  be  tested,  and  set  the  induction  coil  in  action  at  a  weak 
strength ;  then  apply  the  testing  electrode  to  the  hand  which  holds  the 
patient's  limb,  in  order  to  estimate  the  strength  of  current.  This  should 
invariably  be  done  before  the  electrode  is  allowed  to  touch  the  patient, 
as  the  protection  afforded  to  him  by  this  jn'occdure  is  obviously  very 
great.  When  thus  the  strength  of  the  ciu-rent  is  found  suitable,  apply 
the  electrode  to  the  motor  points  of  the  muscles  in  order,  noting  whether 
they  contract.    A  finger  placed  lightly  upon  the  tendons  will  often  help 
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US  to  decide  whether  they  contract  or  not,  and  will  obviate  the  use  of 
very  strong  currents.  The  limb  should  also  be  disposed  in  such  a  way 
as  to  exhibit  the  action  of  the  contracting  muscles.  If  the  opposite  limb 
be  sound,  a  comparison  should  be  made  of  the  two  sides  in  order  to 
discover  whether  there  be  any  changes  in  the  contractility  to  the  induc- 
tion coil.  A  rough  comparison  can  be  made  by  the  help  of  the  graduated 
slide  of  the  induction  coil  or  by  a  suitable  galvanometer,  if  such  a  one 
be  at  hand. 

If  the  muscles  all  react  satisfactorily  to  the  coil  test  the  case  cannot 


PiQ.  30. — The  motor  points.    The  posterior  aspect  of  the  lower  limb. 


be  one  of  the  complete  reaction  of  degeneration.  This  should  always 
be  confirmed  by  going  over  them  again  with  the  battery  current,  noting 
whether  the  contraction  is  quick  or  sluggish,  whether  the  anodal  or 
kathodal  closure  is  the  more  effective ;  and  noting  also  the  current  in 
milliampferes  required  to  produce  contractions.  If  the  electrode  be  ever 
so  little  off  the  motor  point  the  minimal  contraction  will  require  a 
stronger  current  than  when  it  is  rightly  placed.  Tables  of  motcrr  j^oints 
are  given  in  most  books  upon  medical  electricity,  but  the  best  way  to 
learn  them  is  by  careful  practice  upon  one's  own  muscles.  The  nerve- 
trunks  of  the  limb  should  also  be  tried  with  both  forms  of  current,  and 
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their  responses  should  tally  with  those  obtained  from  the  muscles  them- 
selves. 

A  knowledge  of  the  positions  and  actions  of  the  mxftcles,  and  of  their 
nerve-supply,  is  quickly  gained  by  the  practice  of  electrical  testing ;  and 
from  the  data  obtained  valuable  ojiinions  as  to  the  seat  and  extent  of  the 
injury  or  disease  can  be  formed. 

Sensihilittj  can  also  be  tested  electrically  ;  the  coil  is  to  be  used  and 
the  electrode  applied  to  the  surfaces  of  the  skin,  noting  the  position  of 
the  secondary  coil  at  which  a  sensation  is  first  felt.  If  the  active 
electrode  be  applied  to  the  operator,  and  the  fingers  of  his  own  hand  be 


Fig.  31. — The  motor  points.    The  leg  and  foot,  outer  side. 


used  as  the  electrode  to  convey  the  current  to  the  patient,  the  sensibility 
of  the  patient's  skin  can  be  directly  estimated  ;  in  this  way  the  presence 
or  absence  of  anaesthesia  can  be  gauged  with  great  nicety.  In  cases 
where  tactile  and  common  sensation  are  unequally  affected,  the  electrical 
test  determines  analgesia  rather  than  anaesthesia.  Thus  a  patient  with 
analgesia  may  be  able  to  feel  the  touch  of  the  electrode,  though  uncon- 
scious of  the  strong  current  which  it  is  conveying  into  the  skin. 

Eleetrieal  Treatment. — This  may  be  locally  applied  for  the  sake  of 
influencing  a  particular  part,  or  it  may  be  applied  generally.  The  aiDjili- 
cation  of  localised  electrification  to  cases  of  nervous  disease  has  had  the 
effect  of  diverting  attention  from  the  treatment  of  general  morbid  condi- 
tions by  general  electrification ;  but  the  value  of  the  latter  treatment  is 
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now  becoming  more  fully  recognised.  General  electrification  is  very 
useful  as  a  stimulating  method  of  treatment  in  states  of  malnutrition  or 
debility ;  for  example,  during  convalescence  after  exhausting  illness,  in 
rickety  children,  in  anaemic  people,  in  the  earlier  stages  of  rheumatoid 
arthritis,  and  in  some  other  conditions,  such  as  general  neuritis  and 
neurasthenia.  The  best  mode  by  far  of  obtaining  the  effects  of  general 
electrification  is  through  the  medium  of  the  electric  hath.  For  this  an 
earthenware  or  wooden  bath-tub  is  to  be  used,  which  is  fitted  with  large 
metal  electrodes  at  the  head  and  foot.  The  patient  is  put  into  the  bath 
with  the  water  at  a  temperature  of  99°,  and  the  current  is  passed  through 
it.  The  water  carries  off  a  large  part  of  the  current,  but  the  patient's 
body  is  traversed  by  about  one-eighth  part  of  the  total. 

The  induction  coil  current  is  the  most  effective,  and  the  most 
generally  useful  in  the 'electric  bath.  The  patients  make  good  progress 
under  this  mode  of  treatment  and  gain  in  weight ;  a  large  number  of 
patients  receive  electric  baths  every  year  at  the  electrical  department  in 
St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  and  the  value  of  the  treatment  is  un- 
doubted. Rheumatoid  arthritis,  if  not  too  far  advanced,  is  relieved. 
The  use  of  a  small  bath  as  a  means  of  carrying  out  electrical  treatment 
for  children  is  very  convenient ;  it  is  well  borne  by  them,  and  they  like 
it ;  the  action  of  the  current  is  also  more  uniform  and  thorough  than 
when  treatment  with  the  ordinary  moistened  electrode  is  used.  The 
electric  bath  may  also  be  used  as  a  means  of  applying  local  treatment  if 
the  parts  involved  be  of  considerable  extent ;  by  so  doing  the  risk  of 
chill  is  diminished,  and  the  currents  affect  the  cutaneous  nerves  less 
painfully  because  of  the  good  moistening  of  the  skin.  Thus  children 
with  infantile  paralysis  of  the  lower  limbs  improve  more  quickly  when 
their  treatment  is  applied  through  the  medium  of  a  small  warm  bath ; 
and  if  one  leg  only  be  affected,  the  sound  leg  can  be  drawn  up,  and 
the  current  diverted  into  the  paralysed  limb.  I  have  been  extremely 
pleased  with  the  results  obtained  in  this  way.  The  electric ,  bath 
unfortunately  has  suffered  much  in  repute  from  the  abuses  connected  with 
it ;  but  there  is  no  doubt  whatever  that,  when  properly  applied,  it  is 
a  most  valuable  means,  and  its  uses  will  in  time  be  more  fully  recognised. 
The  deplorable  quackery  which  has  degraded  medical  electricity  of  late 
years  has  had  the  effect  of  destroying  the  confidence  of  the  medical 
profession  in  the  treatment ;  but  this  attitude  tends  to  jiei'petuate  the 
evil,  which  should  rather  be  dealt  with  by  medical  men  themselves  taking 
up  the  study  and  practice  of  medical  electricity,  and  withdrawing  their 
support  entirely  from  all  unqualified  "medical  electricians,"  who  are 
uniformly  to  be  regarded  with  suspicion.  It  may  be  assumed  that 
all  such  persons  are  likely  sooner  or  later  to  abuse  the  confidence  placed 
in  them,  and  to  yield  to  the  temptations  of  treating  patients  on  their 
own  account,  either  by  selling  them  "  electric  "  or  "  magnetic  appliances," 
or  by  promising  impossible  cures. 

General  electrification  by  means  of  an  electrostatic  machine  has 
already  been  referred  to.    It  has  the  advantage  that  it  does  not  require 
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the  patient  to  undress,  and  it  appears  to  be  of  some  value  in  certain 
cases  ;  the  use  of  electrostatic  treatment  for  cutaneous  affections,  and 
especially  for  pruritus  and  for  chronic  varicose  ulcers,  deserves  a  trial,  as 
it  has  been  found  to  be  of  great  value  by  certain  French  observers.  The 
methods  of  application  will  be  found  in  the  special  handbooks. 

Localised  eledrificatiun  for  local  affections  has  been  tried  in  a  vast 
number  of  diseases  ;  indeed  there  are  few  morbid  conditions  for  which 
electricity  has  not  at  one  time  or  another  been  recommended.  The  modes 
of  application  are  simple.  The  indiff"erent  electrode  is  apj^lied  to  the  body 
in  such  a  Avay  that  the  path  of  the  current  from  it  to  the  active  electrode 
shall  follow  as  closely  as  possible  the  line  of  the  nerves  of  the  part  to  be 
treated.  An  active  electrode  of  suitable  size  and  shape  is  then  moved 
over  the  affected  region  (labile  application),  or  held  firmly  over  one  part 
(stabile  method),  the  skin  and  the  electrode  being  well  moistened ; 
ten  minutes  is  a  suitable  length  of  time.  The  treatment  should  be 
repeated  two  or  three  times  a  week.  The  choice  of  current — whether  of 
induction  coil  or  of  constant  current — will  depend  upon  the  effects 
desired  :  for  the  stimulating  and  trophic  effects  which  form  so  large  a 
part  of  ordinary  electrical  treatment  the  induction  coil  is  the  best  as 
a  rule. 

The  properties  of  the  current  can  be  represented  by  the  accompanying 
table  : — 

Effects  desired. 

A.  Stimulating         (1)  Induction  coil.    (2)  Battery  current  with 

and  trophic    |       variations,  interruptions,  and  reversals. 

B.  Anodyne .        .     Battery  current.    Positive  pole  without  inter- 

ruptions or  sudden  variations. 

D  Alterative^and  ^    Battery  current,  without  reversals.     C.  Peri- 
1       polar  effect.    D.  Interpolar  effect, 
vaso-motor  j 

E.  Osmotic  .        .    Battery  current.    Positive  pole. 

The  striking  effect  of  electrical  currents  in  causing  contractions  in 
paralysed  muscles  has  naturally  attracted  attention  from  the  first  as  a 
possible  therapeutic  method.  In  certain  kinds  of  paralysis  electricity 
affords  a  very  useful  means  of  treatment.  In  Hemiplegia  from  organic 
disease  it  cannot  indeed  be  expected  to  restore  parts  which  have  been 
destroyed  ;  but  a  short  course  of  treatment  during  the  period  of  recovery 
does  help  materially  in  the  restoration  of  power  to  those  which  are  not 
too  severely  damaged.  It  appears  that  the  paralysis  which  follows  a 
hemiplegic  attack  is  often  more  extensive  than  is  warranted  by  the 
actual  destruction  of  fibres  in  the  brain,  and  the  electrical  treatment 
favours  the  return  of  functional  activity  in  those  parts  which  have  been 
disused,  or  impaired  though  not  destroyed  by  the  cerebral  lesion.  I 
hav.e  seen  few  cases  of  hemiplegia  which  have  not  gained  something  from 
a  month's  treatment  by  electricity.  The  application  of  a  fairly  strong 
induction  coil  current  to  the  affected  limbs,  so  as  to  produce  lively  con- 
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tractions  of  the  muscles,  is  the  proper  method  ;  it  should  be  done  twice 
or  thrice  a  week  for  ten  minutes  at  a  time,  and  this  treatment  carried 
out  for  a  month.  By  the  end  of  that  time  the  patient  will  have 
derived  whatever  benefit  he  is  likely  to  obtain.  It  is  important  not  to 
begin  electrical  treatment  until  from  four  to  six  weeks  after  a  seizure. 

Infantile  Paralysis. — In  this  disease  electrical  treatment  is  of  great 
value,  but  demands  much  perseverance  on  the  part  of  all  concerned. 
After  the  close  of  the  febrile  attack  which  usually  accompanies  the  onset 
of  the  disease,  the  damaged  muscles  rapidly  waste  to  a  greater  or  less 
degree,  and  the  reaction  of  degeneration  may  be  well  marked  in  some  of 
the  muscles  within  a  Aveek  of  the  onset.  At  the  end  of  three  weeks  the 
muscles  may  be  tested,  and  the  extent  of  the  damage  estimated  ; 
electrical  treatment  should  then  be  begun.  It  is  customary  to  use  the 
induction  coil  if  the  muscles  react  to  it ;  if  they  do  not,  to  use  the 
battery  current  instead  :  in  either  case  the  active  electrode  is  moved 
over  the  surface  of  the  paralysed  parts.  It  is  at  present  by  far  too  com- 
mon a  practice  to  leave  cases  of  infantile  paralysis  to  themselves,  in  the 
belief  that  the  muscles  will  recover  spontaneously  if  the  motor  cells  in  the 
cord  are  not  destroyed ;  or  will  remain  incurably  atrophied  if  these  cells  are 
destroyed.  This,  however,  by  no  means  represents  the  true  state  of  the 
case.  From  a  fairly  wide  experience  of  electrical  testing  and  treatment 
in  infantile  paralysis,  I  may  definitely  assert  that  there  are  many  cases  of 
children  in  which  weak  and  damaged  muscles  remain  inefficient  during 
years  of  such  "  expectant  treatment,"  although  they  present  no  reaction 
of  degeneration.  These  are  cases  which  will  at  once  begin  to  improve 
with  electricity,  and  will  continue  to  improve  if  the  electrical  treatment 
be  continued.  There  are  also  many  cases  where  muscles,  atrophied 
and  degenerated  for  two  or  three  years,  and  giving  no  response  to  any 
form  of  electrical  stimulation,  may  be  made  to  grow  and  recover 
normal  reactions  by  patient  electrical  treatment.  The  secret  is  that 
infantile  paralysis  does  not  of  necessity  destroy  the  whole  of  an 
affected  muscle ;  this  is  the  exception  rather  than  the  rule.  A  few 
normal  fibres  and  a  few  of  their  ganglion  cells  very  often  survive,  and  by 
the  persevering  treatment  of  these  a  new  muscle  can  be  slowly  culti- 
vated. Thus  in  one  case  a  new  and  useful  calf  gradually  grew  where 
there  had  been  complete  atrophy,  the  new  muscle  consisting  almost 
wholly  of  a  highly-developed  outer  head  of  the  gastrocnemius  ;  the  inner 
head  of  the  same  muscle  and  the  soleus  remained  atrophied.  If,  by 
treatment,  a  certain  degree  of  development  can  be  gained,  so  as  to  enable 
the  muscle  to  be  of  service,  then  the  voluntary  use  of  it  continues  the 
process  of  repair.  Exercises  are  therefore  an  important  adjunct  to  the 
electrical  treatment. 

In  brief,  the  treatment  of  infantile  paralysis  is  most  encouraging,  and 
should  by  no  means  be  neglected  in  children.  No  case  should  be 
regarded  as  hopeless,  for  however  bad  it  may  be,  some  gain  from  a 
course  of  treatment  is  certain  ;  the  gain  may  be  but  trifling,  or  it  may  be 
great,  but  there  is  no  better  treatment ;  and  the  parents  should  be 
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encouraged  to  continue  it  for  years  if  necessary.  I  have  had  several  cases 
under  treatment  for  three  years  or  more.  When  the  disease  is  of  several 
years'  standing  the  prospects  are  less  favourable,  but  even  these  will 
make  some  progress  under  careful  treatment.  The  method  of  treatment 
to  be  followed  may  be  with  one  electrode  applied  to  the  nape  of  the 
neck  in  the  case  of  paralysis  of  an  upper  limb,  or  to  the  dorsal  or 
lumbar  region  for  the  lower ;  the  active  electrode  is  to  be  moved  over  the 
affected  muscles  for  ten  minutes  three  times  a  week  or  oftener.  The 
induction  coil  is  to  be  used  for  all  the  cases  ;  and  for  those  showing  altered 
reactions  the  constant  current  also,  five  minutes  with  each.  The 
strength  of  current  must  be  regulated  by  the  feelings  of  the  patient, 
some  children  being  more  timid  than  others  ;  but  as  a  general  rule  the 
current  should  be  as  strong  as  they  are  able  to  bear  without  discomfort 
or  distress.  The  skin  shoidd  be  well  soaked  in  hot  water  to  diminish  its 
resistance.  Two-inch  electrodes  should  be  used  and  kept  in  movement 
over  the  affected  muscles  all  the  time.  In  this  way  children  may  bear 
the  passage  of  three,  four  or  five  milliamperes ;  but  if  not,  then  smaller 
currents  must  suffice.  Although  the  constant  current  has  the  reputation 
of  being  the  best  for  these  cases,  the  grounds  for  its  preference  are  more 
theoretical  than  real,  and  an  induction  coil  apparatus  will  give  good 
results.  When  the  parents  or  the  nurse  are  to  cany  out  the  treatment 
for  a  year  or  more  the  coil  is  the  best  apparatus,  as  it  is  simpler  and 
cheaper,  and  any  failure  in  its  action  is  easier  to  detect  by  the  cessation 
of  the  audible  vibration  of  the  contact-breaker.  There  is  also  no  risk 
of  damaging  the  patient's  skin  by  electrolytic  action. 

The  best  way  of  treating  these  cases  when  the  paralysis  affects  the 
lower  limbs,  as  it  so  commonly  does,  is  to  arrange  two  metallic  plate 
electrodes  at  the  ends  of  an  ordinary  foot-bath  of  wood  or  earthenware 
filled  with  warm  water.  The  child  can  be  put  into  the  bath  in  a  sitting 
posture  with  legs  extended,  and  the  coil  current  passed  through  the  bath  ; 
the  strength  of  the  current  can  be  gauged  by  putting  the  hands  into  the 
water,  one  close  by  each  of  the  electrodes.  The  bath  can  be  given  daily 
in  the  evening ;  after  it  the  limbs  are  to  be  well  rubbed,  and  the  child  put 
to  bed.  A  little  warm  jacket  can  easily  be  contrived  to  cover  the  arms 
and  trunk  during  the  bath.  Rubbing  and  manipulation  of  the  affected 
limb,  with  some  suitable  gymnastic  exercises,  are  of  great  advantage  as 
auxiliaries  in  the  treatment  of  this  disease.  The  only  way  of  ensuring 
proper  treatment  for  these  children  is  to  entrust  it  to  the  mother  or  to 
a  good  nurse,  to  teach  them  carefully  how  to  do  it,  and  to  have  it  done 
every  day.  It  is  useless  to  leave  it  to  the  visits  of  a  medical  man.  The 
treatment  must  be  made  a  part  of  the  child's  daily  life ;  but  the  medical 
man  must  see  it  done  now  and  then,  and  must  test  and  measure  the 
limbs  from  time  to  time  to  estimate  the  progress  of  the  case.  For  this 
reason  a  simple  apparatus  is  essential,  and  such  an  one  has  been  contrived 
by  myself  for  the  express  purpose  of  enabling  the  parents  to  manage  the 
daily  treatment  for  themselves  without  the  possibility  of  going  wrong. 

Injuries  of  Nerves. — The  different  forms  of  paralysis,  due  to  contusion, 
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compression,  or  other  injury  of  nerve-trunks,  improve  rapidly  under  treat- 
ment if  the  nerve-trunk  be  not  actually  divided  or  torn  across.  When 
this  is  the  case,  an  operation  to  unite  the  ends  must  be  performed  before 
electricity  can  be  of  service.  When  a  nerve-trunk  is  involved  in  scar 
tissue  the  cases  are  likely  to  be  tedious  ;  but  even  here  perseverance  with 
the  treatment  will  do  much.  There  are  few  forms  of  paralysis  more 
likely  to  improve  under  electrical  treatment  than  those  of  damaged  nerve- 
trunks,  but  the  prognosis  should  be  a  guarded  one  until  the  actual 
severity  of  the  injury  can  be  gauged.  If  the  electrical  reactions  be  not 
altered,  and  if  the  reactions  to  the  induction  coil  be  present,  the  case  may 
be  expected  to  recover  within  four  weeks ;  often  it  will  get  well  in-  a 
shorter  time.  In  neglected  cases  electricity  will  often  start  an  immediate 
improvement.  The  exciting  cause  of  the  mischief,  if  still  present,  must 
be  removed ;  this  applies,  of  course,  chiefly  to  crutch  palsy.  When 
there  is  a  marked  reaction  of  degeneration  the  case  may  be  a  longer  one ; 
the  progress  of  the  case  during  the  early  days  of  treatment  must  be 
watched,  and  the  prognosis  based  on  the  state  of  atrophy  and  the  amount 
of  voluntary  power  and  sensation  present.  Often  it  happens  that 
improved  nutrition  and  voluntary  power  begin  to  return  before  any 
change  in  the  electrical  reactions  can  be  detected  \  in  fact,  this  is  the  rule. 
In  every  case  perseverance  with  the  electricity,  aided  by  rubbing  and 
shampooing,  is  to  be  insisted  on  ;  in  electrical  treatment  of  these  cases 
one  need  never  despair  except  when  the  wasting  and  paralysis  grow 
worse  in  spite  of  all  that  is.being  done  :  in  such  cases  the  nerve-trunk  has 
probably  been  torn,  and  a  surgical  operation,  to  explore  and,  if  necessary, 
to  reunite  the  nerve,  should  be  considered.  When  the  reaction  of 
degeneration  becomes  more  and  more  difficult  to  elicit,  requiring  stronger 
currents  than  it  did  before,  the  prospects  are  unfavourable.  The  site  of 
the  lesion  in  the  nerve-trunk  can  be  localised  very  closely  by  electrical 
testing  and  examination  of  the  affected  muscles.  The  commonest  types 
of  paralysis  from  injury  to  nerves  are  sleep  palsy,  crutch  palsy  (musculo- 
spiral  nerve),  paralysis  from  blows  about  the  shoulder  (circumflex  nerve, 
suprascapular  nerve,  and  nerve  to  serratus  magnus),  and  median  or  ulnar 
paralysis  from  fractures  and  wounds  of  arm  and  forearm  or  from  tight 
bandaging  or  badly-applied  splints.  These  last  two  causes  are  not  very 
imcommon,  and  they  should  be  borne  in  mind.  In  the  lower  limb 
paralysis  from  injuries  to  the  nerve-trunks  is  less  frequently  seen. 

Facial  Palsy, — Facial  paralysis  in  most  cases  also  belongs  to  the  same 
group :  its  symptoms  need  not  be  described  here.  It  is  important  to 
remember  that  the  electrical  examination  of  the  muscles  of  the  face  must 
be  carried  out  with  very  weak  currents  ;  the  skin  is  very  sensitive,  and 
as  the  muscles  lie  close  beneath  the  surface  they  are  readily  thrown 
into  contraction.  Care  must  therefore  be  taken  not  to  alarm  the  patient 
by  the  use  of  strong  currents  on  the  first  visit.  If  the  electrical  reactions 
be  normal  the  prognosis  is  good,  and  the  patient  may  be  expected  to 
recover  in  from  three  to  four  weeks.  If  there  be  a  reaction  of  degenera- 
tion, partial  or  complete,  a  longer  time  must  be  allowed.    As  a  rule, 
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cases  of  facial  paralysis  recover  unless  some  progressive  disease  in  the 
course  of  the  nerve  be  the  cause  of  it.  The  cases  which  come  on  spon- 
taneously and  are  usually  ascribed  to  cold  may  be  expected  to  recover. 
Too  confident  a  prognosis  must  not  be  given,  as  now  and  then  an 
apparently  simple  case  resists  treatment  obstinately.  Cases  of  long 
standing  and  those  in  elderly  people  are  as  a  rule  less  favourable ;  but 
treatment  must  be  persevered  with,  as  improvement  may  begin  to  show 
itself  as  late  as  three  months  after  the  onset. 

Electrical  treatment  will  often  start  improvement  in  cases  which  are 
stationary  ;  and  it  is  desirable  to  begin  electrical  treatment  early,  and  not 
to  neglect  it  until  a  late  stage  of  the  complaint.  Many  cases  of  facial 
palsy  recover  without  electrical  treatment ;  but  it  is  not  wise  to  leave  the 
cases  untreated.  The  induction  coil  is  best  for  those  with  normal 
reactions  ;  if  the  reaction  of  degeneration  be  present,  it  should  be  supple- 
mented by  the  constant  current,  negative  pole.  The  indifferent  electrode 
should  be  applied  to  the  back  of  the  neck,  and  the  active  electrode  moved 
over  the  face,  following  approximately  the  lines  of  the  main  branches  of 
the  facial  nerve.  The  skin  must  be  very  thoroughly  moistened  to 
diminish  the  unpleasantness  of  the  current.  The  electrode  should  be 
kept  away  from  the  points  of  emergence  of  the  main  branches  of  the  fifth 
nerve,  as  these  are  very  sensitive. 

Neuritis. — In  the  various  forms  of  paralysis  due  to  general  or  multiple 
neuritis,  the  be.st  treatment  by  far  is  by  the  electric  bath ;  the  induction 
coil  and  fairly  strong  currents  are  to  be  used,  and  the  same  treatment 
should  be  adopted  in  paralysis  following  specific  fevers,  of  which 
diphtheritic  paralysis  is  the  type.  Failing  the  electric  bath,  the  induc- 
tion coil  may  be  used  with  large  sponge  electrodes.  The  patient  must 
be  guarded  from  the  risks  of  chill  by  using  hot  water  and  a  well- 
warmed  room,  and  it  is  often  most  convenient  to  apply  the  treatment  at 
bedtime,  as  the  patients  will  probably  sleep  all  the  better  after  the 
electrical  treatment.  The  electric  bath  is  much  more  agreeable  and 
efficient  than  the  treatment  by  sponge  electrodes.  Cases  of  advanced 
alcoholic  neuritis  sometimes  recover  completely  under  prolonged  bath 
treatment.  If  the  interrupted  current  cause  painful  sensations  the  con- 
stant current  may  be  used  instead. 

Lead  Poisoning. — The  treatment  of  lead  poisoning  is  slow ;  in  hospital 
patients  it  is  usually  made  slower  because  the  patients  return  to  their 
work  as  soon  as  they  begin  to  recover  power,  and  then  they  again  come 
into  contact  with  the  sources  of  lead  poisoning. 

In  this  disease  one  may  occasionally  notice  that  muscles  give  a 
reaction  of  degeneration  even  before  they  are  affected  with  paralysis  ;  and, 
conversely,  the  atrophy  and  paralysis  may  improve  considerably  before 
there  is  any  return  of  the  normal  reactions. 

The  electric  bath  with  constant  ciu-rent  has  been  proposed  in  cases  of 
metallic  poisoning  as  a  means  of  eliminating  the  metal  from  the  system. 
I  have  found  unmistakable  traces  of  lead  deposited  upon  the  copper 
electrodes  of  the  bath  from  a  patient  with  lead  poisoning.    It  is  doubtful. 
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however,  whether  the  lead  so  deposited  has  been  obtained  from  the  tissues 
of  the  body,  or  whether  it  comes  from  the  contamination  of  the  surface 
of  the  skin  with  lead  compounds.  Further  experiments  are  necessary 
before  the  point  can  be  cleared  up.  The  battery  current,  labile  over  the 
aflfected  muscles,  is  the  treatment  most  favoured.  It  should  be  combined 
with  induction  coil  treatment,  each  current  being  applied  for  five  minutes 
at  each  visit. 

Neuralgia. — Neuralgia  sometimes  yields  quickly  to  electricity,  at  other 
times  it  is  most  obstinate.  Often  the  pain  is  made  worse  by  the  induction 
coil,  but  by  using  a  secondary  c«il  of  many  windings  and  a  rapidly 
vibrating  contact-breaker,  an  anaesthetic  effect  can  be  obtained  which  has 
proved  to  be  decidedly  useful  in  many  cases.  In  general  the  anelectro- 
tonic  effect  of  the  positive  pole  of  a  constant  current  battery  should  be 
tried  ;  there  must  be  no  abrupt  makes  and  breaks  of  current,  and  the 
strength  must  be  raised  and  lowered  very  gradually  by  the  use  of  an 
adjustable  resistance  of  about  10,000  ohms.  With  this  in  circuit,  and 
set  for  its  maximum  resistance,  the  current  collector  is  slowly  turned  on 
to  twenty  cells,  the  contact  of  the  electrode  with  the  patient  being 
steadily  maintained  ;  the  current  is  then  increased  by  sliding  the  traveller 
of  the  rheostat  from  its  maximum  to  a  lower  value,  until  five  or  six 
milliampferes  are  indicated  on  the  galvanometer.  The  electrode  is  kept 
moving  slowly  over  the  neuralgic  area,  but  without  any  interruptions  of 
contact  until  the  end  of  the  sitting,  then  the  rheostat  is  again  brought 
into  use  to  lower  the  current,  'and  afterwards  the  current  collector  is 
turned  off.    Five  minutes  is  a  sufficient  time  for  each  sitting. 

Sciatica  is  a  painful  affection  which  commonly  comes  under  electrical 
treatment ;  the  results  are  usually  good,  and  may  be  manifested  rapidly. 
As  the  nerve  is  deep-seated,  large  electrodes  and  currents  of  ten  to  twenty 
milliamperes  are  to  be  employed.  The  indifferent  electrode  (negative 
pole)  is  to  be  placed  on  the  sacrum  or  over  the  sciatic  notch,  while  the 
other  pole  is  moved  slowly  along  the  trunk  of  the  nerve,  and  also  applied 
to  any  painful  points  which  may  be  present.  The  electric  bath  is  adso  a 
valuable  method  of  treating  sciatica  :  one  electrode  may  be  placed  near 
the  posterior  surface  of  the  thigh,  while  the  other  is  at  the  head  of  the 
bath  ;  or  the  electrodes  at  the  head  and  foot  of  the  bath  may  be  used,  and 
an  accessory  wire  led  from  the  foot-plate  to  a  pad  electrode  placed  under 
the  thigh ;  this  electrode  must  be  covered  with  a  flannel  or  wash-leather 
covering.  The  painful  counter-irritation  of  a  strong  induction  coil  current, 
applied  with  a  wire  brush  to  the  dry  surface  of  the  skin  of  the  affected 
region,  will  sometimes  dispel  a  sciatica. 

The  treatment  of  Lumbago  is  similar  in  all  respects  to  the  treatment 
of  Sciatica,  except  that  the  electrodes  are  to  be  applied  to  the  lumbar, 
and  not  to  the  sciatic  region.  The  results  of  electrical  treatment  for 
sciatica  and  lumbago  are  very  satisfactory. 

Hysterical  affections  may  often  be  dispelled  by  electrical  treatment,  and 
many  of  the  remarkable  cures  to  be  found  in  the  early  books  on  the 
application  of  electricity  to  medicine  are  of  this  sort.  This  use  of 
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electricity  is  none  the  less  valuable  in  medical  treatment  because  its  effects 
may  be  due  to  an  action  upon  the  mind  of  the  patient,  for  in  hysteria 
some  such  profound  mental  impression,  acting  through  the  sensory  nerves 
or  otherwise,  is  chiefly  required  ;  but  the  cures  effected  by  its  means  can 
only  be  attributed  in  an  indirect  way  to  the  electrical  proi^erties  of  the 
apparatus  employed.  Occasionally  the  mere  sight  of  the  electrical 
apparatus  is  sufficient  to  dispel  hysterical  symptoms. 

Electrical  treatment,  though  it  may  cure  the  particular  symptoms 
which  are  present  at  the  time,  does  not  alter  the  peculiar  hysterical 
tendencies  of  the  patient.  In  ansesthesia,  contractures,  paralysis,  painful 
joints,  weak  spines,  aphonia,  etc.,  local  stimulation  with  the  induction 
coil,  either  with  the  ordinary  electrodes  or  with  the  wire  brush,  are  to 
be  used.  The  symptom  often  departs  suddenly  during  the  course  of  the 
first  sitting,  or  it  may  gradually  disappear  afterwards.  It  is  seldom  that 
more  than  a  few  repetitions  of  treatment  are  needed,  and  meanwhile 
other  treatment  to  improve  the  patient's  general  state  of  health  should 
be  adopted.  The  electrostatic  machine  is  also  a  very  useful  engine  for 
the  treatment  of  hysterical  manifestations. 

Neurasthenia  and  Hypochondriasis. — Patients  suffering  from  these 
maladies  are  usually  very  ready  to  try  electrical  treatment,  partly  from  the 
general  tendency  of  such  patients  to  seek  remedial  measures  of  any  kind. 
From  electricity,  as  from  any  other  new  thing,  they  seem  to  derive  benefit 
for  a  time.  Perhaps  the  best  thing  for  them  is  to  ajjply  general  electri- 
fication, particularlj^  the  electric  bath  Avith  interrupted  current.  The 
general  fillij)  to  the  system  afforded  by  this  may  help  to  raise  them  out 
of  their  unhappy  condition,  especially  if  combined  Avith  a  diet  and 
regimen  calculated  to  improve  their  digestive  functions.  In  many  of 
these  cases  the  symptoms  are  associated  with  disorder  of  the  alimentary 
canal,  such  as  dyspepsia  or  constipation  ;  and  it  may  be  that  improper 
diet  and  malnutrition  are  the  immediate  cause  of  most  cases  of  hypochon- 
driasis and  neurasthenia.  Electricity  can  help  them  by  stimulating  their 
metabolic  processes,  and  so  can  indirectly  provide  them  Avith  a  chance  of 
escape  from  their  miserable  condition,  provided  that  in  other  respects 
their  diet  and  mode  of  life  can  be  improved. 

Insomnia. — It  has  often  been  observed  that  patients  sleep  ]jetter  after 
electrical  treatment ;  electricity  is  therefore  a  proper  means  to  try  in 
cases  of  sleeplessness.  General  treatment  Avith  the  induction  coil,  either 
in  the  electric  bath  or  by  means  of  large  bath  sponge  electrodes  moved 
over  the  trunk  and  limbs,  Avill  thus  enable  many  patients  to  sleep 
soundly. 

The  treatment  of  locomotor  ataxy  and  progressive  muscular  atrophy  by 
electricity  has  l)een  hitherto  very  unpromising,  although  the  pains  of 
tabes  have  Ijeen  allcA'iated  by  the  treatment.  Favourable  reports  are 
published  from  time  to  time  of  cases  of  these  diseases  improved  by 
electricity,  but  no  thoroughly  definite  results  of  a  uniform  character  are 
yet  to  hand. 

The  troulilesome  symptom  of  tinnitus  auriuni  may  often  l)e  relicA-ed,  but 
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x'arely  cured  by  electrical  treatment.  The  tinnitus  is  sometimes  associated 
with  increased  electrical  irritability  of  the  auditory  nerve,  and  it  can  1>e 
diminished  if  the  anode  is  applied  to  the  ears  by  means  of  a  divided 
electrode  shaped  like  the  metal  part  of  a  binaural  stethoscope,  the 
indifferent  electrode  being  placed  on  the  nape.  To  protect  the  skin  from 
electrolytic  effects,  there  should  be  a  thick  covering  of  wetted  absorbent 
wool  upon  the  active  electrode,  which  is  to  be  applied  just  in  front  of 
the  tragus.  A  current  of  ten  milliamperes  is  to  be  used  for  ten  minutes. 
It  may  be  turned  on  rapidly,  but  should  l^e  turned  off  very  slowly,  and 
with  the  help  of  an  adjustable  resistance.  In  favourable  cases  the  tinnitus 
is  arrested  during  the  passage  of  the  current,  and  after  a  few  sittings  the 
remissions  become  longer  and  longer  until  the  symptom  disappears 
altogether.  When  patients  with  tinnitus  come  for  electrical  treatment, 
they  should  be  submitted  to  an  electrical  testing.  If  the  anode  modify 
or  arrest  the  sounds,  the  cases  are  favourable,  and  electrical  treatment 
may  be  confidently  recommended.  If  the  current  leave  the  sounds 
unaffected  the  cases  are  unfavourable.  The  kathode  usually  increases 
the  sounds,  the  anode  diminishes  them.  Sometimes  the  converse  is  the 
case,  then  the  kathode  must  be  used  as  the  active  electrode.  If  the 
sounds  are  unaffected  by  either  kathode  or  anode,  treatment  is  not  likely 
to  be  of  much  use. 

Disorders  of  Circulation.— Dx.  Barlow  has  recommended  electricity  in 
those  cases  of  local  asphyxia,  known  as  Raynaud's  disease,  in  which  the 
extremities  become  blue  and  cold,  and  are  liable  to  chilblains,  or  even  to 
gangrene.  The  mode  of  treatment  is  as  follows  :  The  hand  or  foot  is 
immersed  in  a  basin  of  warm  water  in  which  one  pole  of  the  battery 
is  placed,  while  the  other  is  fixed  to  the  upper  portion  of  the  limb,  or  to 
some  neighbouring  part  of  the  trunk ;  the  current  should  be  as  strong  as 
the  patient  can  bear.  Dr.  Barlow  advises  the  use  of  the  continuous 
current,  but  probably  the  interrupted  current  would  prove  equally  efhca- 
■cious.  The  same  treatment  is  very  good  for  patients  who  are  subject  to 
chilblains,  and  will  prevent  their  formation,  or  dispel  them,  if  the  treat- 
ment be  begun  as  soon  as  the  first  signs  of  the  chilblains  show  themselves. 
If  the  skin  be  l)roken  it  is  difficult  to  apply  electrical  treatment,  as  it 
produces  a  good  deal  of  pain  in  the  excoriated  surfaces. 

A  course  of  electric  baths  usually  cures  any  acne  of  the  skin  of  the 
back  that  the  patients  may  suffer  from,  and  I  have  seen  a  chronic  eczema- 
tous  ulcer  of  the  leg,  after  having  been  a  great  trouble  for  years,  re- 
sisting many  remedies,  heal  in  a  few  weeks  under  the  use  of  the  induc- 
tion coil  bath. 

Exophthalmic  Goitre.  —  The  electrical  treatment  of  this  disease  has 
received  a  good  deal  of  attention,  and  from  time  to  time  favourable 
results  have  been  obtained  and  published.  Among  the  most  recent  pub- 
lications on  the  subject  is  an  account  by  Dr.  Eockwell  of  forty-five  cases ; 
the  method  which  he  recommends  is  to  use  strong  electrical  currents 
— twenty,  forty,  or  even  sixty  milliamperes.  These  are  applied  by  means 
of  electrodes  of  very  large  surface ;  the  kathode  over  the  pit  of  the 
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stomach,  and  the  anode  to  the  nape  of  the  neck.  General  electrical 
treatment  by  the  electrical  bath,  or  otherwise,  may  be  used  concurrently. 
Vigouroux  has  recommended  the  use  of  the  induction  coil,  apjilying  it 
in  turn  to  the  eyeballs,  the  chest,  the  thyroid,  the  sides  of  the  neck,  and 
the  cardiac  region.  Other  Avriters  advise  other  operative  procedures ; 
there  is  no  certainty  of  relieving  the  patient  by  any  of  them.  Electro- 
lysis of  the  enlarged  gland  is  perhaps  the  most  promising  method. 

Incontinence  of  urine  is  also  a  favourable  subject  for  electrical  treat- 
ment. In  the  reflex  nocturnal  incontinence  of  the  young  it  is  usually 
successful.  One  electrode  is  applied  to  the  lower  doi'sal  spine,  and 
the  other  to  the  perinjeum,  and  the  induction  coil  current  is  used  for 
six  minutes,  followed  by  the  battery  current  for  three  minutes.  The 
latter  current  should  be  repeatedly  made  and  broken  and  reversed  by 
hand  ;  about  fifty  such  interruptions  will  suffice.  Current  five  to  ten 
milliamperes,  positive  pole  to  spine,  negative  to  perinasum.  Improve- 
ment soon  shows  itself,  but  treatment  must  be  continued  for  a 
month,  or  several  months,  as  the  cases  are  very  apt  to  relapse. 
The  effect  of  electricity  here  is  to  stimulate  the  centres,  both  cerebral 
and  spinal,  by  the  repeated  setting  up  of  painful  local  impressions, 
which  in  time  bring  the  inhibitory  cerebral  mechanism  into  closer 
relation  with  the  reflex  centres  in  the  lumbar  cord.  Usually  the 
patients  begin  by  being  free  for  a  night  or  two  after  each  ajjjilication, 
and  they  go  on  gradually  improving.  It  may  take  some  time  to 
overthrow  completely  the  bad  effects  of  habit  in  these  cases,  but  with 
perseverance  they  will  all  improve,  if  there  be  no  organic  mischief 
behind.  It  is  important  to  try  to  combat  the  tendency  to  very  deep 
sleep  which  many  of  these  patients  exhibit.'  This  may  be  done  by 
various  means — for  example,  the  bedclothes  should  be  scanty,  and  a 
clock  which  strikes  the  hours  loudly  may  be  placed  in  the  bedroom. 
When  the  incontinence  is  diurnal,  and  due  to  weakness  of  the  sphincter, 
the  best  mode  of  application  is  the  introduction  of  a  metal-tipped 
sound  into  the  urethra,  the  indifferent  electrode  being  as  before ;  the 
same  treatment  with  the  induction  coil  followed  by  galvanism  should 
be  employed.  This  state  sometimes  follows  when  patients  have  been 
forced  to  hold  their  water  for  a  long  time.  In  women  a  small  want  of 
tone  in  the  sphincter  is  not  at  all  uncommon,  and  the  urine  is  apt  to 
be  expelled  involuntarily  during  any  muscular  effort.  I  have  seen 
electrical  treatment  cure  a  number  of  such  cases  permanently,  even  when 
one  hardly  dared  to  hope  for  so  fortunate  a  result.  When  the  bladder 
symptoms  form  part  of  a  general  paraplegic  state,  the  local  treatment 
described  above  will  not  be  of  use  unless  the  condition  of  affairs  in  the 
spinal  cord  can  be  improved  also. 

Electricity  has  been  apjjlied  for  various  uterine  affections,  par- 
ticularly for  uterine  fibroma.  The  methods  of  Apostoli  have  fallen  into 
discredit  in  this  country,  but  no  doubt  there  is  some  value  in  his  treat- 
ment ;  in  Paris  he  continues  to  carry  it  out,  and  is  able  to  publish 
favourable  results  in  large  numbers  of  cases :  moreover,  independent 
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observers  have  confirmed  his  statements.  It  is  quite  possible  that  it  may 
again  be  revived  here. 

The  use  of  electricity  for  surgical  purposes — for  the  heating  of 
wires  in  the  galvano- cautery ;  for  the  lighting  of  small  incandescent 
lamp  instruments ;  for  the  destruction  of  naevi,  moles  and  warts,  and 
the  removal  of  superfluous  hairs,  are  fully  dealt  with  in  the  special  articles 
and  handbooks. 

H.  Lewis  Jones. 

Among  the  standard  works  on  the  medical  uses  of  electricity  the 

following  may  be  enumerated  : — 

1.  BouDET  DE  Paris.  McctridU  MMicalc,  1888. — 2.  Dawson  Turner.  Medical 
Electricity.  Balliere,  Tindall  and  Son,  1892. — 3.  Duchenne.  Electrisation  Localisie, 
1872. — 4.  Duchenne.  Mectrisation  Localisee,  translated  in  part  by  Dr.  G.  V.  Poore. 
New  Sydenham  Society,  1883. — 5.  Erb.  "Electro-therapeutics,"  in  von  Ziemssen's 
Handbook  of  Oeiwral  Therapeutics,  vol.  vi. ,  translated  by  De  Watteville.  Smith,  Elder 
and  Co.  1887. — 6.  Hedley.  Hydro-electric  Methods  in  Medicine,  1892. — 7.  Lewis 
Jones.  Medical  Electricity.  H.  K.  Lewis,  1895. — 8.  Onimus  and  Legros.  Traiti 
d'ElectricM  Midicale,  1888.  —  9.  Steavenson.  Electrolysis  in  Surgery.  Churchill, 
1890. 

H.  L.  J. 


MASSAGE:  TECHNIQUE,  PHYSIOLOGY,  AND  THEEAPEUTIC 

INDICATIONS 

An  endeavour  will  be  made  in  the  present  article,-  not  to  consider  the  history 
of  massage,  but  to  give  simply  and  briefly  an  outline  of  the  technique 
suflficient  to  enable  a  physician  to  judge  whether  a  masseur  is  well  taught 
and  works  conscientiously  ;  then  to  recapitulate  the  physiological  eftects 
which  experimental  studies  have  of  late  firmly  established,  to  deduce 
from  these  its  applicability  in  disease,  and  to  indicate  the  diseases  in 
Avhich  clinical  experience  has  taught  us  its  usefulness. 

No  doubt  some  of  the  distrust  of  massage  has  been  due  to  the  ignor- 
ance or  incompetency  of  many  of  the  professional  manipulators,  and  to 
the  absurd  and  extravagant  eff"orts  to  proclaim  it  as  an  exclusive  method 
of  treatment.  Unless  inflammation  be  present,  or  some  unusual  tender- 
ness or  susceptibility,  little  direct  harm,  beyond  discomfort,  is  likely  to 
be  done  to  a  patient  by  rough  or  wrongly  applied  massage ;  but  failure 
of  any  good  result  is  harm  enough.  The  practice  of  "  mechano-therapy  " 
by  manipulators  usually  C[uite  ignorant  of  medicine,  certainly  with  no 
scientific  training,  and  independent  of  proper  diagnosis  and  directions 
from  a  physician,  is  altogether  to  be  deprecated,  and  is  one  of  the  great 
sources  of  the  prejudice  against  the  method  which  still  exists  in  the  minds 
of  many  medical  men.  It  is  not  necessary  that  such  work  should  be  under- 
taken by  the  practitioner  himself — though  this  has  Iseen  done  in  Germany 
and  Sweden — but  that  he  should  be  sure,  if  need  be  by  personal  obser- 
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ration,  that  the  person  he  employs  is  M'ell  taught,  industrious,  conscien- 
tious, and  obedient  to  orders. 

The  technique  of  massage  is  not  difficult  to  acquire ;  and,  as  the  whole 
value  of  the  treatment  lies  in  the  proper  execution  of  minute  details,  one 
who  prescribes  it  should  be  familiar  at  least  Avith  the  movements  commonly 
used.  "The  various  manipulations  and  their  modifications  naturally 
suggest  themselves  to  one  who  clearly  comprehends  the  anatomical, 
physiological,  and  pathological  indications  in  any  given  case  "  ( 1 ). 

With  the  single  exception  of  Dr.  Granville's  percussor,  no  instrument, 
among  the  hundreds  dcAased  for  the  performance  of  some  of  the  move- 
ments, can  usefully  replace  the  human  hand.  Great  manual  strength  is 
not  necessary,  though  a  hand  not  too  small  is  desirable ;  but  very 
large  and  muscular  hands  lack  the  delicacy  of  touch  which  is  so  desirable. 
The  most  rational  classification  of  the  various  movements  is  that  into 
four  kinds,  for  which  the  French  names  are  usually,  though  not  neces- 
sarily, employed,  as  follows  :  Effleurage  (stroking),  petrissage  (kneading), 
friction  (rubbing),  tapotement  (percussion  or  striking).  These  may  all  of 
them  be  used  lightly  or  strongly,  deeply  or  superficially,  and  in  A-arious 
combinations,  as  needful  for  special  ends. 

Effleurage  is  performed  with  slow  strokes,  made  with  the  flat  or  Avith 
the  heel  of  the  hand,  or  with  its  ulnar  edge  or  with  a  finger  only.  The 
stroking  should  always  be  centripetal,  the  hand  in  the  return  movement 
only  lightly  grazing  the  skin.  The  chief  usefulness  of  effleurage,  apart 
from  its  slight  stimulation  of  the  skin-nerves,  is  in  hastening  the  move- 
ment of  the  contents  of  the  veins  and  lymphatics. 

Petrissage — the  most  important  and  most  difficult  of  the  several 
movements — is  done  l)y  grasping  with  the  whole  hand  the  tissues  to  be 
manipulated,  lifting  them  somewhat,  and  kneading  them  with  an  alternate 
tightening  and  loosening  of  the  hold.  In  large  masses  of  muscle,  like 
those  of  the  thigh  or  calf,  it  is  sometimes  best  to  use  both  hands.  The 
movement  is  xevy  different  from  pinching.  Care  must  lie  used  that  the 
skin  moves  with  the  hand  over  the  underlying  tissues.  The  surface  hairs 
will  be  painfully  dragged  if  the  hand  is  peimitted  to  slip  over  the  skin. 
In  certain  favourable  situations — in  the  upper  arm,  for  example — the  ex- 
tended hands  are  placed  upon  opposite  sides  of  the  limb  and  moved 
rapidly  back  and  forth  -with  firm  pressure,  rolling  the  muscle  masses 
between  them  and  pressing  them  together  or  against  the  bone, — a  motion 
entitled  "fulling,"  from  its  likeness  to  the  movements  used  by  fullers  in 
handling  linen.  The  effects  are  identical  with  those  of  ordinary  petris- 
sage, but  somewhat  more  stimulating  from  the  greater  speed  of  the 
manipulation.  A  slight  contraction  of  the  muscles  is  induced  by  this 
operation,  the  absorption  of  infiltrations  in  the  tissues  is  promoted,  and 
their  progress  through  the  lymph-vessels  assisted. 

Friction  is  performed  by  firm  rubbing  in  small  circles  with  the  thuml), 
finger-tips,  or  whole  hand.  It  might  well  be  included  as  a  modified  form 
of  petrissage,  as  it  has  precisely  similar  eflPects,  and  is  useful  where  the 
tissues  are  too  closely  attached  to  bones  to  be  picked  up  l)y  the  hand,  as 
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in  the  neighbourhood  of  joints  ;  in  such  situations  it  is  especially  of  value 
in  the  removal  of  articular  effusions. 

Tapotement  is  the  application  of  rapid  lilows  delivered  with  the  ulnar 
edge  of  the  hand,  with  the  tips  of  the  bent  fingers,  or  with  the  flat  of 
the  open  hand.  The  end  to  be  attained  and  the  tissue  to  be  affected 
decide  which  method  shall  be  used.  It  acts  for  the  most  part  as  a 
mechanical  stimulant.  If  we  wish  to  excite  the  peripheral  skin-nerves 
we  use  the  flat  hand — for  instance,  in  anaesthetic  areas ;  to  reach  a  nerve- 
trunk,  blows  with  the  finger-tips,  rapidly  delivered  from  the  wrist  (not 
using  the  whole  forearm  in  a  hammering  fashion),  are  employed,  and,  to 
excite  muscles,  "  chopping,"  with  the  edge  of  the  hand,  transversely  to 
the  long  axis  of  the  muscles. 

The  French  and  the  Swedish  masseurs  have  wasted  much  ingenuity  in 
subdividing  the  several  manipulations  with  great  subtlety,  and  some 
operators  perform  a  great  variety  of  what  can  only  be  called  ornamental 
movements,  fantastic  flourishes  and  airy  graces,  like  the  affectations  of  a 
fashionable  pianist. 

In  the  consideration  of  the  force  and  frequency  of  application  desirable 
in  any  particular  case,  the  usual  direction  to  the  student  of  massage  must 
be  remembered,  namely,  that  his  mind  is  to  be  given  not  to  the  move- 
ments his  hands  are  making,  but  to  the  tissues  upon  which  he  is  operating 
and  the  effect  he  wishes  to  produce.  The  force,  therefore,  must  be  such 
as  to  attain  the  desired  end,  and  this  will  necessarily  vary  with  the  state 
of  the  tissues  and  the  condition  of  the  patient.  In  a  chronic  arthritis 
with  firm  exudation  vigorous  friction  will  be  required ;  in  a  more  acute 
trouble — a  sprain,  for  instance — much  less  force  will  be  needed ;  at  first, 
certainly,  only  light  effleurage.  Nervous,  hysterical,  or  excitable  patients 
must  be  very  gently  handled  at  first,  and  only  for  short  periods.  In  certain 
cases  (a  recent  sprain  may  again  be  cited  as  an  example)  massage  three 
or  four  times  daily  will  be  of  service,  each  application  lasting  only  from 
five  to  fifteen  minutes.  Most  massage  procedures,  to  be  of  use,  should 
be  repeated  at  least  once  daily.  General  massage,  such  as  is  used  for 
convalescent  patients  or  "  rest-cure  "  cases,  must  last  from  thirty  minutes 
to  an  hour  every  day. 

The  usefulness  of  massage  is  greatly  lessened  by  the  common  practice 
of  employing'some  oily  substance  for  lubricating  the  skin.  Moreover,  it  is 
dirty ;  and  the  excuses  offered  that,  unless  an  oil  be  applied,  the  operator 
will  pinch  unpleasantly  or  will  pull  the  hairs  painfully,  are  confessions  of 
incompetency.  In  old  or  much  emaciated  patients,  whose  skin  is  harsh, 
dry,  and  scaly,  it  is  sometimes  desirable  to  use  an  emollient ;  and  for 
such  purposes  the  best  unguent  is  lanolin  with  the  addition  of  enough  oil  of 
sweet  almond  to  render  it  of  the  consistency  of  thick  cream.  Vaseline 
is  difficult  to  remove  satisfactorily  after  use,  is  not  absoi'bed,  and  to  some 
skins  is  irritating.  Generally  it  may  be  said  no  oily  application  should 
be  used  without  the  physician's  orders. 

There  can  be  no  question  of  the  much  greater  value  to  the  patient  of 
massage  when  used  directly  upon  the  skin.    Done  through  clothing,  even 
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the  thinnest,  the  operator  must  fail  in  techniqne  :  the  palpation  of  the 
tissue  will  be  imperfect,  and  an  additional  amount  of  force  must  be  used. 

General  massage  is  a  form  of  passive  exercise  for  those  unable  to  take 
active  exercise,  or  for  whom  active  exercise  is  undesirable.  It  is  usual, 
but  not  important,  to  begin  with  a  lower  extremity.  After  manipulating 
the  foot  the  leg  is  worked  Avith  kneading,  fulling,  stroking,  and  friction 
about  the  joints.  It  is  best  to  put  a  sock  or  stocking  on  the  foot  when  the 
massage  is  over  ;  and  every  care  must  be  taken  to  keep  the  parts  warmly 
covered  with  a  Ijlanket  as  they  are  finished.  After  the  legs  the  opei'ator 
proceeds  to  the  arms  and  treats  them  in  the  same  way.  In  massage  of 
the  ])ack  vigorous,  rapid  stroking  over  the  spine  is  employed,  as  well  as 
the  treatment  to  the  muscles.  In  nibbing  the  chest  in  women  the 
breasts  are  usually  left  untouched.  Last  comes  the  very  important 
operation  of  abdominal  massage.  In  order  to  obtain  relaxation  of  the 
abdominal  muscles,  the  head  is  raised  upon  a  pillow  and  the  knees  bent, 
while  the  patient  is  directed  to  breathe  deeply.  At  first  there  is  always 
a  difficulty  in  overcoming  the  tension,  largely  involuntary,  of  the  recti 
abdominales,  especially  in  hysterical  women ;  but  as  they  grow  accus- 
tomed to  the  manipulation  the  muscles  slacken.  Deep  friction  in 
small  circles,  continued  over  the  whole  abdomen,  is  made  first,  using  the 
fingers  of  one  hand ;  then  kneading  movements,  chiefly  with  the  heel 
and  palm,  in  a  large  circle  round  the  naA'el ;  then  similar  applications  are 
made  over  the  large  intestine,  beginning  at  the  right  iliac  fossa,  and 
following  the  course  of  the  ascending,  transverse,  and  descending  colon  : 
the  hands  are  placed  on  the  two  sides  below  the  ribs  and  drawn  forward 
with  deep  pressure  several  times ;  the  region  of  the  liver  and  the  left 
hypogastric  and  hypochondriac  regions  are  kneaded,  reaching  in  this  way 
the  small  accessible  portion  of  the  stomach,  and  the  whole  process  ends  by 
the  operator  grasping  the  abdominal  walls  lightly,  but  firmly,  and  impart- 
ing a  rapid  vibratory  movement  to  them  and  to  the  underlying  structm-es. 
Occasionally  tapotement  or  clapping  with  the  hand  over  the  liver  may  be 
added  to  these  procediu^es.  After  the  completion  of  the  massage  the 
patient  should  ]>e  warmly  covered  and  lie  quiet  for  an  hoiu'. 

The  effects  of  general  massage  are  very  decided  and  apparent.  The 
immediate  results  are  a  fine  sense  of  well-being,  a  feeling  of  comfortable 
tiredness  without  exhaustion,  and  a  pleasant  drowsiness.  In  rare  cases 
hysterical  patients  are  aroused  and  excited  hj  it ;  more  rarely  still, 
persons  are  found  whom  massage  leaves  chilled,  irritated,  and  uncom- 
fortable. In  such  cases  the  experiment  may  be  ti'ied  of  reversing  in  part 
the  order  of  procedure,  rubbing  the  abdomen  first  instead  of  last,  then 
the  chest  and  back,  and  finally  the  arms  and  legs.  Occasionally  it  may 
be  found  that  massage  has  Ijeen  overdone,  and  that  lighter  applications 
are  needed  to  give  good  results.  Very  seldom  indeed  do  we  find  patients 
to  whom  massage  is  so  disagreeable  as  to  make  its  application  entirely 
impossible. 

The  later  effects  are  also  Avell  marked ;  the  skiii  softens  and  shows  a 
better  colour ;  the  appetite  is  improved  as  Avell  as  the  digestion ;  the 
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bowels  act  more  freely ;  sleep  is  more  prolonged  and  sounder,  and  the 
muscles  become  larger  and  firmer.  The  results  in  cases  of  disease  will  be 
considered  later  in  more  detail. 

Studies  of  the  results  of  massage  in  health  and  in  various  maladies 
have  been  numerous  and  valuable  in  late  years ;  the  work  of  Bunge, 
Brown-Sequard,  Ziemssen,  Weir  Mitchell,  Playfair,  Sinkler,  Gerst,  Good- 
hart,  Kleen,  and  Profanter,  taking  the  subject  from  the  clinical  side,  has 
been  confirmed  and  wider  possibilities  for  massage  application  have  been 
suggested  by  the  physiological  experiments  of  several  of  these  same 
observers,  as  well  as  by  the  labours  of  Lombard,  Mosso,  Maggiora, 
Lassar,  Eccles,  Glovetzky,  Mosengeil,  Mezger,  Kronecker,  Lauder  Brunton 
and  TunniclifFe,  Winternitz,  and  Zabludowsky. 

The  immediate  effect  of  massage  is  to  increase  the  amount  of  blood  in 
the  region  rubbed ;  the  skin  is  flushed,  the  vessels  in  the  muscles  receive 
a  larger  amount  of  blood,  and  the  flow  of  blood  is  greater  through  the 
part  for  some  time  subsequently.  Accompanying  this  there  is  a  fall  of 
general  blood-pressure  and  a  slowing  of  the  pulse,  if  the  manipulation 
has  been  a  deep  muscular  stimulation.  Superficial  skin  stimulation 
increases  blood-pressure.  An  increased  activity  in  the  movement  of  the 
lymph-stream  has  also  been  accurately  demonstrated. 

It  is  obvious  that  we  have  here  a  useful  indication  for  the  treatment  of 
recent  local  inflammatorij  conditions,  such  as  result  from  sprains,  luxations, 
etc.  The  increased  circulation  will  not  only  prevent  stasis  and  the 
migration  of  white  corpuscles  into  the  tissues,  but  will  rapidly  remove 
the  corpuscles  and  lymph  which  have  been  already  thrown  out.  Again, 
the  secondary  effect  of  the  larger  amount  of  blood  passing  through  the 
region  is  valuable  in  case  of  any  local  disturbances  of  nutrition,  indolent 
ulcers,  undue  amount  of  deposit  folloAving  fractures,  contusions,  and 
myositis. 

Bonders,  Pagenstecher,  Damalix,  Klein  and  others  have  reported 
successes  in  the  treatment  of  both  catarrhal  and  phlyctenular  conjuncti- 
vitis, opacities  of  the  cornea,  pannus,  and  even  cataract,  by  means  of 
massage.  For  full  descriptions  of  their  methods  the  articles  by  these  and 
other  ophthalmic  surgeons  must  be  consulted  [vide  References]. 

Besides  these  and  such  effects  other  general  consequences  are  per- 
ceived. One  result  of  the  changes  in  blood-pressure  is  an  increased  secre- 
tion of  urine,  another  is  that  fatigue — whether  local,  as  in  an  over-used 
group  of  muscles,  or  general — may  be  rapidly  and  pleasantly  removed 
by  massage,  that  is,  by  the  removal  of  fatigue -products  and  by  the 
flushing  of  the  muscles  and  nerve-centres  with  quantities  of  fresh  blood. 
Lombard,  Mosso,  Maggiora,  and  Zabludowsky  have  shown  by  experiments 
in  their  own  persons,  or  upon  animals,  the  prompt  power  of  massage  to 
restore  functional  ability  to  exhausted  muscles.  Maggiora  found  that 
this  improvement  did  not  take  place  in  muscles  whose  blood-supply  had 
been  shut  off.  He  further  concluded  that  tapotement  and  friction  were 
less  effectual  than  kneading,  and  this  again  not  so  useful  as  mixed 
massage ;  and  that  the  beneficial  effects  of  manipulation  were,  within 
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certain  limits,  directly  proportional  to  its  duration.  That  more  blood 
actually  flows  thi'ough  the  tissues  during  and  after  the  rubbing  has  been 
proved  by  the  careful  experiments  of  Lauder  Brunton  and  Tunniclifte. 
A  series  of  clinical  examinations  of  the  blood  before  and  after  massage 
under  very  varied  conditions  of  health  and  disease  have  recently  been 
made  by  myself.  Originally  it  was  my  intention  to  study  the  eff"ects  of 
massage  in  anaemia,  but  a  wider  field  opened  itself  out  as  the  very 
marked  results  in  such  cases  appeared.  In  sixty  observations  upon 
thirty  patients  only  three  failed  to  show  an  increased  nimiber  of  red 
corpuscles  after  general  massage.  The  conclusions  reached  were  as 
follows : — ^In  health  massage  increases  the  number  of  red  corpuscles,  and 
in  less  proportion,  and  not  so  constantly,  their  hsemoglobin  value.  In  all 
forms  and  grades  of  ancemia  there  is  a  very  large  and  constant  increase  in 
the  number  of  red  corpuscles  after  massage ;  this  is  greatest  about  an 
hour  after  treatment,  slowly  decreasing  from  that  time.  This  decrease 
is,  however,  postponed  fiirther  and  further  if  the  manipulation  be  daily 
repeated.  There  is  an  occasional  but  inconstant  increase  in  the  haemo- 
globin value,  an  increase  proportionately  less  great  than  that  of  the  cellular 
elements.  The  additional  red  corpuscles  discovered  by  the  Thoma-Zeiss 
hsemocytometer  after  an  hour's  massage  was  often  as  great  as  20  per 
cent,  and  in  some  cases  reached  50  per  cent  of  the  number  originally 
observed. 

The  increased  activity  of  the  superficial  circulation  does  not  suifice  to 
account  for  so  great  a  change  :  moreover,  if  the  increase  arise  merely 
from  an  addition  to  the  number  of  red  cells  in  the  peripheral  vessels  at 
the  expense  of  the  rest  of  the  circulating  fluid,  there  should  be  an  increase 
of  haemoglobin  directly  proportional  to  the  increase  in  the  red  globules ; 
yet  in  no  case  did  the  haemoglobin-increment  exceed  15  per  cent,  even 
when  the  cell-increase  reached  50  per  cent.  It  can  scarcely  he  supposed 
that  an  hour's  massage,  much  as  it  hurries  the  current  in  the  vessels,  can 
actually  cause  a  greatly  increased  production  of  1)lood-cells ;  although  the 
repetition  of  treatment  no  doubt  stimulates  cell-making.  Still,  the  eff"ect 
of  this  new  activity  and  movement  of  the  cells  upon  metabolic  processes 
must,  at  any  rate  for  the  time,  be  much  the  same  as  if  a  consideralile 
addition  Avere  made  to  their  number.  Further,  these  examinations  make 
it  seem  in  every  way  probable  that,  in  health,  there  are  vast  numbers  of 
corpuscles  ready  for  use  if  called  for,  and  also  proliable  that  a  part  of  the 
trouble  in  anaemic  diseases  may  l)e  a  lack  of  availability  or  of  activity  in 
the  corpuscles,  that  many  of  them  are  sluggishly  lingering  in  the  by-ways  of 
the  circulation,  and  only  forced  or  pushed  into  greater  activity  and  useful- 
ness by  the  direct  stimulus  of  massage.  "  The  state  of  things  in  the 
system  in  anaemias  may  be,  to  draw  an  analogy  from  economic  conditions, 
like  the  want  of  circulating  money  during  times  of  panic,  Avhen  gold  is 
hoarded  and  not  made  use  of,  and  interference  with  commerce  and  manu- 
factures results." 

Effusions  of  bjmjyh  or  hlood  in  serous  cavities,  in  the  substance  of 
muscles,  and  in  the  sheaths  of  the  tendons  or  nerves,  may  be  removed  by 
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means  of  massage.  Reibmayr  and  Hoffinger  injected  water  into  the 
abdominal  cavity  of  rabbits,  subjected  some  of  the  animals  to  massage 
afterwards,  and  on  opening  the  abdomens  found  that  in  those  which  had 
1)een  massaged  the  proportion  of  the  fluid  absorbed  in  a  given  time  was 
more  than  one-third  greater  than  in  those  not  so  treated. 

Von  Mosengeil  made  injections  of  Indian  ink  into  two  joints  in 
rabbits,  and  massaged  one  joint.  Upon  examining  the  articulation 
treated,  very  little  of  the  injected  matter  could  be  discovered  in  it,  even 
when  opened  after  only  a  few  minutes'  massage.  The  ink  could  be 
traced  through  the  lymphatic  vessels  into  the  neighbouring  glands.  In 
the  untouched  joints  the  ink  was  found  unchanged,  no  attempt  at  absorp- 
tion having  taken  place. 

Acute  arthritic  disorders,  like  rheumatism  and  gout,  accompanied  by 
general  constitutional  disturbance,  are  not  suitable  for  massage  until  the 
acute  stage  has  passed ;  but  localised  or  traumatic  arthritis  and  synovitis, 
where  there  is  no  risk  of  promoting  the  resorption  of  toxic  products,  may 
properly  be  so  treated.  The  results  in  sprains,  teno-synovitis  and  the 
like,  are  sometimes  amazing ;  and,  if  massage  be  instituted  immediately, 
speedy  recovery  may  be  confidently  predicted.  The  sooner  after  the 
injury  manipulation  can  be  begun  the  better.  At  first  the  swollen, 
bruised,  and  tender  structures  should  not  be  touched  at  all,  but  efHeurage 
made  from  the  seat  of  the  accident  centripetally,  to  hasten  the  circulation 
from  the  congested  part  and  help  to  carry  off  the  exudation.  Similar 
stroking  should  be  used  below  the  injured  part,  and,  before  the  end  of 
the  application  (which  should  last  ten  to  fifteen  minutes),  it  will  be  found 
possible  to  give  effleurage  and  light  friction  directly  to  the  inflamed 
tissues.  At  first  manipulations  should  be  made  several  times  daily,  and 
a  firm  bandage  put  on  in  the  intervals. 

Where  we  find  old  synovial  inflammation  with  thickened  connective 
tissue  and  firmly  organised  deposits,  much  more  force  may  advantageously 
be  used ;  and  such  a  case  presents  one  of  the  few  occasions  where  the  use 
of  some  unguent  is  desirable,  since  sufficiently  strong  and  frequently 
repeated  friction  Avill  sometimes  injure  the  skin  unless  a  lubricant  be 
applied. 

Massage  of  the  neck,  in  the  form  of  downward  stroking  on  the  sides 
of  the  neck  and  friction  and  stroking  from  the  occiput  downwards,  serves 
as  a  means  of  lessening  the  amount  of  the  blood  in  the  head  by  pushing 
onwards  the  venous  flow.  This  manner  of  relieving  cerebral  congestion 
may  be  made  use  of  for  insomnia,  where  the  activity  of  the  1)rain  is  so 
great  as  to  prevent  rest,  as  it  brings  about  that  mild  degree  of  cerebral 
angemia  which  is  the  physiological  condition  necessary  for  sleep.  Even 
where  flushing,  headache,  sleeplessness,  dizziness,  and  confusion  of  mind 
point  to  a  threatening  apoplexy,  the  same  procediure  is  of  service ;  and  in 
migraine  the  effects  are  occasionally  most  happy.  In  the  easily  recog- 
nised complexus  of  symptoms  somewhat  loosely  described  under  the 
A'agiie  name  of  "  spinal  irritation  " — a  state  in  M'hich  insomnia  is  frequently 
very  persistent — efHeurage,  vigorously  applied,  will  be  found  a  valuable 


38o 


SYSTEM  OF  MEDICINE 


aid  in  inducing  sleep  :  here,  however,  it  must  be  used  upon  the  l)ack  as 
well  as  upon  the  neck.  The  technique  is  of  the  simplest.  The  operator, 
standing  behind  the  sitting  patient,  lays  the  hands  flatwise  upon  the 
lateral  aspects  of  the  neck  below  the  ears,  and  pressing  gently,  strokes 
downward,  over  the  jugular  veins,  at  first  with  the  ulnar  edge  of  the 
hand,  gradually  turning  the  hand  as  it  moves  until  the  palm  and  then 
the  radial  edge  carry  on  the  movement.  Pi'essure  upon  the  hyoid  bone 
and  the  larynx  should  be  avoided. 

Gerst  has  used  the  same  means  for  the  removal  of  the  hypersemia 
attendant  upon  concussion  of  the  brain  and  upon  fractui'e  of  the  skull. 

In  migraine,  trigeminal  and  supra-orbital  neuralgias,  or  neuritis,  much  relief 
is  felt  from  local  massage  ;  of  course  its  use  should  not  cause  neglect  of 
other  measui'es,  such  as  electricity,  the  regulation  of  the  bo-wels  and 
digestion,  or  remedies  to  combat  the  accompanying  anajraia.  In  migraine 
especially  it  will  be  found  necessary  to  contiiuie  the  treatment  for  some 
weeks  to  be  sure  of  Ijenefit.  In  these  affections  it  is  very  common  to 
see  the  masseur  work  from  the  centre  of  the  forehead  towai'd  the  tempoi'al 
region,  a  violation  of  the  maxim,  stated  above,  that  movements  should 
be  in  the  direction  of  the  venous  ciuTcnts.  Manipulation  should  follow 
the  course  of  the  frontal  vein,  from  the  temples  toward  the  root  of  the 
nose. 

Sciatica,  whether  we  consider  it  as  neuralgic  or  neuritic,  is  much 
helped  by  carefully -applied  effleurage.  The  German  physicians  prefer 
massage  to  any  other  treatment  for  this  rebellious  affection.  Kleen's 
prescription  is  that  as  infiltrations  (myositis  in  the  glutteus  maximus  and 
medius  muscles)  frec{uently  accompany  or  cause  sciatica,  careful  palpation 
is  to  be  made  for  these ;  and  although,  "  on  anatomical  grounds,  such  in- 
filtrations may  readily  escape  the  perception  of  the  masseur,  still  the  rule 
holds  good  .  .  .  that  energetic  frictions  should  be  made  in  this  place, 
even  if  no  pathological  changes  can  be  found.  Furthermore,  one  should 
make  vigorous  tapotement  with  the  fist  along  the  course  of  the  sciatic 
nerve  as  far  as  the  hollow  of  the  knee."  Overstretching  the  nerve,  by 
flexion  of  the  thigh  with  a  straight  knee,  pushed  to  the  point  of  endur- 
ance, is,  according  to  Kleen,  to  be  added  to  the  prescription. 

Dr.  Weir  Mitchell  has  long  abandoned  these  methods  in  obstinate 
sciaticas  for  a  plan  of  his  own  which  has  been  attended  with  remai'kable 
success.  To  lessen  the  blood  in  the  liml),  and  to  remove  the  irritation 
caused  by  motion,  the  patient  is  confined  to  bed,  the  leg  bandaged  firmly 
from  the  toes  to  the  groin  with  a  fiaimel  bandage,  and  the  hip  and  knee 
joints  fixed  by  a  long  splint  from  axilla  to  ankle,  or,  in  patients  who 
can  be  trusted  to  keep  quiet,  by  sand-bags.  The  bandage  is  removed 
and  the  leg  rubbed  twice  daily,  general  kneading  of  the  muscles  being 
used  except  of  those  near  the  nerve ;  even  indirect  pressure  upon  this 
structure  is  to  be  avoided.  The  nerve  tract  is  to  be  "  effleureed  "  with 
long,  steady  strokes ;  the  hip  and  knee  joints  passively  flexed  once  or 
twice  in  a  gentle  manner,  and  the  bandage  reaj^plied.  Three  weeks 
of  this  procedure  Avill  usually  suffice  for  a  cure,  even  in  obstinate  cases. 
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Activity  must  l)e  resumed  gradually,  and  the  use  of  the  Imndage  and 
of  a  certain  amount  of  rest  in  a  recumbent  position  insisted  upon  for'  a 
time. 

The  treatment  outlined  for  these  neuralgias  may  serve  to  indicate  the 
manner  in  which  any  form  of  neuritis  or  painful  affection  of  a  nerve  may 
be  handled  by  massage,  whatever  the  origin  of  the  disorder.  The  results 
of  injuries,  bruises,  crushes,  and  even  of  sections  of  nerves  are  relieved  hj 
the  same  ajiplications,  though  of  course  the  methods  employed  will  vary 
somewhat  with  the  character  and  seat  of  the  injury,  and  the  stage  of  the 
disease.  Manipulations  cannot  be  begun  upon  wounded  surfaces  until 
skin-healing  is  complete.  The  atrophy  of  muscles  consequent  upon  nerve- 
section  can  be  minimised,  the  period  of  disaljility  much  shortened,  the  sub- 
sequent contractions  prevented,  and  the  danger  of  pressure  upon  the 
nerve  by  scar-tissue  lessened.  In  old  cases  of  wounds  of  nerves  where 
contractions,  joint-stiffening,  muscle-atrophy,  and  the  various  disturbances 
of  sensation  have  all  appeared  from  neglect  of  early  treatment,  massage  is 
an  indispensable  instrument.  It  may  perhaps  be  necessary  to  repeat 
what  I  have  already  urged,  that  such  a  statement  must  not  be  construed 
to  imply  the  neglect  of  other  aids — douches,  faradisation  of  the  atrophied 
muscles  and  of  the  muscles  opposed  to  contracted  groups,  galvanism  to 
the  nerves,  the  forcible  breaking  up  of  joint-adhesions,  etc.^ 

Contracted  scars  may  advantageously  be  subjected  to  the  same 
manipulations  as  contracted  muscles,  though,  as  such  tissue  is  but  ill- 
supplied  with  blood-vessels,  the  results  are  less  striking.  Firm  pressure, 
squeezing,  pinching,  kneading,  and,  where  possible,  stretching  are  the 
methods  employed.  Of  course,  the  earlier  the  case  is  seen,  and  the  less 
firm  the  cicatrices,  the  more  successful  the  result,  as  the  further  increase 
of  scar-tissue  may  be  prevented,  and  that  recently  formed  may  be  thinned 
and  softened. 

Writer's  cramp  and  the  allied  forms  of  muscular  difficulty,  whether 
paralysis,  tremor,  or  spasm  from  over-use  of  single  groups  of  muscles, 
cannot  be  better  combated  than  by  massage  and  galvanism.  The  muscles 
usually  affected  are  the  flexors  of  the  forearm  or  in  the  hand,  and 
the  occupations  most  commonly  subject  to  the  occupational  neuroses  are 
writers,  telegraphists,  watchmakers,  masons,  or  type-setters.  The  bicycle 
has  of  late  given  us  a  new  form,  in  which  the  muscles  of  the  thigh  are 
affected ;  and  one  or  two  examples  of  an  undesciibed  neui'osis  have  re- 
cently been  seen  at  the  Infirmary  for  Nervous  Diseases  in  Philadelphia 
in  tram-car  drivers,  who  are  constantly  pushing  upon  the  hand-ljrake.  In 
all  such  disorders  absolute  rest  of  the  aflected  part  is  the  first  requirement, 
and  massage  the  next.  Authors  differ  as  to  the  proper  technique,  but 
probably  the  most  effectual  method  is  strong  stroking  and  kneading, 
followed  by  percussion  to  the  affected  muscles  and  to  their  nerves 

^  For  detailed  cases  of  such  disorders  and  their  successful  treatment  by  the  means  sug- 
gested the  well-known  work  of  Dr.  S.  Weir  Mitchell  on  Injuries  of  Nerves  may  be  consulted. 
The  present  writer  has  reported  the  later  history  of  a  number  of  Dr.  Mitchell's  cases  in 
Remote  Consequences  of  Nerve  Injuries  and  their  Treatment.    Philad.  1895. 
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where  these  are  accessible.  In  instances  where  muscular  infiltrations  are 
found  in  connection  with  these  palsies,  or  where  neuritis  is  present, 
especial  attention  must  be  given  to  the  parts  thus  aiTected. 

Torticollis,  when  rheumatic  in  origin,  yields  readily  to  massage  of  the 
affected  muscles.  AVhere  its  cause  lies  more  obscurely  in  an  affection  of 
the  cervical  portion  of  the  cord,  massage  is  of  less  use,  though  it  helps  to 
relax  the  spasm,  and  may  be  of  important  service  by  strengthening  the 
opposing  muscles. 

An  excellent  instance  of  the  difficulty  with  which  a  new  systematic 
treatment  of  disease  makes  its  way  is  furnished  by  the  facts  concerning 
the  application  of  massage  in  chorea.  Blanche  in  1854  presented  to  the 
Academie  de  Medecine  in  Paris  a  report  of  108  cases  of  chorea  success- 
fully treated  by  massage,  and  for  a  time  the  method  was  fashionable,  and 
has  continued  in  use  in  France  to  a  certain  extent ;  but  the  majority  of 
medical  men  continue  to  rely  upon  drugs,  with  a  confidence  unimpaired 
by  the  fact  that  no  matter  what  or  how  much  medicine  be  given  the  clonic 
movements  continue  for  weeks.  In  the  lesser  degrees  of  chorea  minor, 
arsenic,  iron,  fresh  air,  and  proper  feeding  may  be  sufficient.  In  the  more 
severe  cases,  even  omitting  the  consideration  of  chorea  major,  bed,  -with 
massage,  Avill  be  found  to  eff'ect  a  very  rapid  and  usually  perfect  cure. 
As  the  co-ordination  improves,  and  the  involuntary  jerkings  lessen, 
cautiously  increased  gymnastic  movements  should  be  added.  Besides  its 
influence  ovei'  the  muscles  general  massage  is  of  value  in  counteracting  the 
anaemic  or  chlorotic  condition  so  commonly  associated  with  the  disease. 
Drs.  Goodhart  and  Phillips,  in  their  series  of  cases  of  chorea  treated  by 
massage,  rather  understate  than  overstate  the  favourable  results.  » 

In  the  treatment  of  many  other  disorders  of  the  central  nervous 
system  massage  has  a  recognised  and  Avell- established  place.  In  acute 
atrophic  paralysis  it  is  at  least  helpful  in  maintaining  nutrition.  Dr. 
Gowers,  Prof.  Eulenberg,  and  others  describe  improvement  in  cases  of 
pseudo-hipertrophic  jjarali/sis  during  its  use.  In  the  early  stages  of  this  dis- 
ease it  has  certainly  been  my  good  fortune  to  see  arrest  of  the  progress- 
ing paralysis,  and  a  decided  increase  in  the  strength  of  the  weakened  muscles. 

In  lucoviotor  ataxia  the  eiTect  is  often  astonishing,  although  one  should 
remember  that  periods  of  rest,  even  of  improvement,  occiu'  in  this  dis- 
order without  ti'eatment.  But  the  results  exhibited  appear  too  con- 
sistently in  case  after  case  to  be  the  result  of  a  fortuitous  coincidence  of 
the  "  normal "  cessation  of  activity  in  the  degenerative  process  with  the 
beginning  of  treatment  by  massage.  Patients  with  ataxia  usually  suffer 
less  pains  if  they  take  little  active  exercise  ;  and  the  mechanical  treat- 
ment is  useful  in  overcoming  the  ill-effects  of  this  inactivity.  Yet  this 
alone  would  not  account  for  all  the  improvements  ;  the  an;iesthesia  and 
paraisthesia  disappear  or  lessen,  as  well  as  the  lancinating  pains ;  the  in- 
somnia, so  often  present,  is  bettered  ;  even  the  difficulties  of  defaication 
and  micturition  diminish.  Recovery  is  not  to  be  looked  for — no  power  can 
j-enew  sclei'osed  nerve-cells — but  in  a  large  majority  of  cases  decided  im- 
provement may  be  confidently  expected. 
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Persistent  kneading,  stroking,  and  tapotement  of  the  paralysed  pai  ts 
will  do  much  to  restore  function  in  muscles  palsied  by  anterior  jmUo- 
myelitis,  and  massage  and  faradism  should  be  continued  in  such  cases  for 
a  year  at  least  before  .giving  up  to  despair,  even  if  there  be  no  apparent 
improvement  in  the  muscles.  The  local  temperature,  usually  very  low, 
can  always  be  raised  several  degrees  by  massage,  and  even  if  the  muscular 
tone  and  voluntary  movement  are  not  restored,  the  increased  activity  of 
the  circulation,  which  by  persistent  efToit  can  be  established,  will  make  a 
great  difference  in  the  patient's  comfoi't. 

The  direct  influence  of  massage  upon  nutrition,  the  peripheral  circula- 
tion, secretion,  and  excretion,  the  indirect  effects  upon  the  heart  and  upon 
respiration,  combine  to  render  it  a  most  important  aid  in  treating  the 
protean  aspects  of  liysteria  and  neurasthenia.  Individual  aspects  of  each 
case,  in  the  way  of  sensory  disturbances,  disordei'S  of  digestion,  and  the 
like,  may  require  special  modifications  in  the  application  of  massage ; 
but  for  the  most  part  what  has  already  been  descrilsed  as  "  general 
massage "  will  be  found  the  most  useful.  Combined  with  rest,  full 
feeding,  and  isolation,  it  is  an  indispensable  part  of  the  "rest-treatment" 
of  AVeir  Mitchell  (13).  For  the  details  of  the  application  of  these  means 
the  original  essay  in  which  it  was  proposed  may  be  consulted,  or  Dr. 
Playfair's  book  (14)  by  which  it  was  introduced  into  England.  Care  must 
be  taken  at  first  not  to  overwork  patients ;  but  after  a  few  days  massage 
may  be  ordered  for  a  full  hour  daily,  or  even,  as  Dr.  Playfair  has  used 
it,  twice  a  day.  Especial  attention  should  be  given  to  the  proper  and 
thorough  performance  of  abdominal  massage,  on  which  much  of  the 
patient's  ability  to  take  and  digest  food,  as  well  as  the  regularity  of 
the  intestinal  action,  will  be  found  to  depend.  A  weekly  weighing  of 
the  patient  will  tell  whether  massage  is  properly  performed  or  not.  If 
weight  is  not  being  gained  some  oversight  will  be  found,  either  the  diet 
is  insufficient  or  imperfect,  or  the  massage  ill  performed.  Dr.  Playfair  is 
of  opinion  that  the  desire  for  food  and  the  power  to  assimilate  it  is  the* 
best  guide  as  to  the  efficiency  of  the  rubbing.  Another  indication  will 
be  found  in  the  urine,  where  the  presence  of  deposits  of  urates  or  uric 
acid  wall  quickly  tell  of  mal-assimilation. 

Patients  with  melancliolia  and  various  forms  of  insanity  may  advan- 
tageously be  rubbed  should  the  general  indications  call  for  it.  Those 
often  need  it  who  refuse  to  take  active  exercise,  or  if  forced  out  of  doors 
drag  listlessly  about.  Melancholia,  occurring  about  the  time  of  the 
menopause,  has  many  of  its  most  disagreeable  symptoms  greatly  mitigated 
by  massage ;  for  instance,  the  flushing  so  often  complained  of  in  various 
forms  is  improved  by  the  better  balance  of  circulation  which  is  brought 
about  by  manipulation. 

Massage  for  gijncecological  ends  is  a  matter  for  a  special  treatise — at  least 
so  far  as  the  direct  manipulation  of  the  uterus  by  Brandt's  method  is 
concerned.  Its  desirability  is  open  to  very  grave  doubts,  although  its 
utility  seems  to  be  established  by  the  testimony  of  Profanter's  reports 
of  Schulze's  cases  (15),  Bunge's  articles,  and  the  studies  of  Reeves 
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Jackson  of  Chicago.  These  authors  have  clesciibed  successes  in  the 
treatment  of  the  various  forms  of  displacement  of  the  uterus  and  its 
appendages,  of  hyperplasia,  of  chronic  metritis,  and  most  decidedly  of 
pelvic  exudates,  para-  and  peri-metritis. 

The  technique  consists  in  raising  the  uterus  (and,  so  far  as  may  be, 
its  appendages)  by  a  finger  of  the  left  hand  in  the  vagina,  by  which  it  is 
held  against  the  al^dominal  wall,  where  it  is  kneaded  and  pressed  upon 
by  the  right  hand.  That  such  treatment  may  be  of  great  usefulness  in 
the  removal  of  old  inflammatory  deposits,  and  restore  tone  to  the  uterine 
walls  and  to  the  ligaments,  is  evident  from  the  effects  of  like  manipulations 
elsewhere.  Pregnancy,  acute  inflammation,  and  of  course  the  presence  of 
catamenia,  are  contra  -  indications.  Further,  it  is  obvious  that  such 
treatment  can  only  be  carried  out  by  the  hands  of  a  physician,  whether 
man  or  woman ;  and  whatever  the  results  may  be,  it  is  so  tedious, 
fatiguing,  and  unpleasant  to  the  performer,  so  annoying  and  painful  to 
the  patient,  and  open  to  so  much  abuse,  that  it  is  little  likely  to  find 
favour. 

Massage,  in  conjunction  with  other  and  more  useful  measures,  may  be 
applied  to  the  reduction  of  obesity.  Dr.  Weir  Mitchell,  Dr.  Goodell,  and 
others  have  used  it,  together  with  a  minimum  quantity  of  food,  to  reduce 
the  unwholesome  adipose  deposit  of  that  very  troublesome  class  of 
patients,  the  fat  ansemics.  By  keeping  them  quiet  in  bed  and  giving 
nothing  but  skim  milk  in  small  amounts,  weight  may  be  rapidly  and 
safely  lost.  [Vide  art.  on  "Obesity."]  Unusual  or  excessive  local 
accumulations  of  fat  may  be  removed  by  massage  limited  to  the 
abnormal  areas,  and  used  Avith  considerable  vigour  at  short  intervals. 

There  is  a  remarkable  unanimity  of  opinion  among  those  who  have 
used  it  as  to  the  value  of  massage  in  morphia  habit,  and  the  other  forms 
of  drug  addiction.  It  should  be  used  throughout  the  course  of  treatment 
whatever  be  the  plan  employed,  and  with  especial  care  during  the  collapse 
which  almost  inevitably  follows  a  sudden  withdrawal  of  the  accustomed 
stimulus,  be  it  opium,  cocaine,  chloral,  or  alcohol.  The  weak  heart  calls 
loudly  for  help  in  such  patients,  especially  in  the  slaves  of  morphia ;  and 
as  the  stomach  is  apt  to  be  very  irritable,  it  is  an  advantage  to  have 
this  means  of  strengthening  the  movement  of  the  blood  without  risk  of 
upsetting  a  feeble  digestion.  Moreover,  it  has  a  remarkable  sedative 
effect,  due  in  part,  no  doubt,  to  the  resulting  relaxation  of  the  peripheral 
vessels  and  in  part  to  its  soothing  infiuence  upon  the  irritable  nerves. 

Though  the  conditions  which  render  massage  undesirable  or  impossible 
are  implied  in  much  that  has  already  been  said,  a  few  Avords  on  the  contra- 
indications may  be  added. 

Acute  skin  inflammation,  burns,  unhealed  wounds,  in  fact  any  break  in 
the  cutaneous  surfaces,  render  the  use  of  massage  impossible,  at  any 
rate  ujjon  the  affected  locality  ;  although,  as  has  heen  stated,  it  may  some- 
times be  employed  in  the  neighljoiu'hood  for  its  deriA'ati^ve  effects. 

The  presence  of  fever  should  act  as  an  absolute  prohibition,  as 
the  manipulation  causes  a  rise  of  temperature.     Treatment  may  in 
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certain  cases — in  consumptive  patients,  for  example — be  used  in  the 
afebrile  interval. 

In  all  processes  in  Avhich  pus  is  formed,  as  well  as  in  cases  of  malignant 
tumour,  it  is  obviously  undesirable  to  apply  a  means  Avhich  may  result 
in  the  dispersion  of  infective  products  into  the  tissues  or  throughout  the 
system. 

Weakened  vessel  walls  from  general  causes,  fragility  of  the  arteries, 
and  dilated  veins  forbid  deep  kneading,  though  effleurage  may  be  em- 
ployed. 

Pregnancy  contra-indicates  abdominal  massage,  though  no  hesitation 
need  be  felt  in  using  muscle-kneading,  and  friction  to  the  rest  of  the  body 
up  to  a  very  late  date  in  the  period  of  gestation. 

John  K.  Mitchell. 
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THE  GENERAL  PRINCIPLES  OF  DIETETICS  IN  DISEASE; 
OR,  THE  FEEDING  OF  THE  SICK 

The  best  writers  on  medicine  from  the  earliest  times  have  been  careful  to 
include  in  their  treatises  some  account  of  the  conduct  of  diseases  by 
means  of  diet  ;  and,  ^vith  the  advancing  changes  and  improvement  in  the 
art  of  medicine,  the  subject  of  dietetics  has  not  failed  to  receive  an 
increasing  share  of  attention. 

As  in  respect  of  treatment  by  means  of  drugs  or  other  therapeutic 
measures,  so  here  we  find  that  many  changes  of  opinion  have  occurred ; 
methods  at  one  time  in  vogue  have  been  subsequently  discountenanced, 
and  at  a  later  date  again  enjoined.  It  must  be  admitted  that  the  whole 
subject  of  dietetics  has  rested  on  an  empirical  basis,  and  been  destitute  of  any 
scientific  principles  till  within  the  last  half  of  this  century.  With  the' 
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progress  of  chemistry  and  physiology,  and  by  more  exact  clinical  re- 
searches, a  truly  scientific  basis  has  been  laid ;  Ave  have  now  indeed 
attained  a  measure  of  certainty  in  respect  of  dietetics  as  an  instrument  of 
medicine  which  may  fairly  be  counted  amongst  the  triumphs  of  modern 
therapeutics.  This  work  has  been  done  by  many  labourers :  it  has 
required  the  combined  efforts  of  the  chemist,  the  physiologist,  and  the 
clinical  physician  ;  and  in  no  other  manner  could  such  a  task  have  been 
accomplished. 

Dietetics  have  always  formed  part  of  any  system  of  medicine,  however 
peculiar  or  erroneous  ;  and  contributions  to  the  subject  have  come  from 
many,  and  sometimes  strange  sources,  all  tending  to  throw  light  on 
difficult  and  unillumined  parts  of  it.  Of  this  we  may  feel  sure  when  we 
review  the  claims  made  for  their  several  methods  by  those  who  have 
enjoined  high-living,  low-living,  "vegetarianism,"  hot-water  drinking, 
total  abstention  from  alcoholic  liquids,  and  full  stimulation  with  them  ; 
to  say  nothing  of  many  varied  and  fantastic  fashions  in  diet,  all  of  which 
have  been  tried  and  fairly  appraised.  We  have  witnessed  the  results  of 
so-called  homceopathic  treatment  of  patients,  in  which  a  large  amount  of 
attention  is  paid  to  diet,  and  feel  that,  in  all  fairness,  it  should  be  granted 
that  at  one  time  some  accession  to  our  knowledge  of  clinical  dietetics 
came  from  this  source. 

In  this  article  we  are  only  concerned  to  set  forth  the  principles  and 
practice  of  dietetics,  in  so  far  as  they  relate  to  the  needs  of  patients 
sufl'ering  from  various  diseases ;  and  to  illustrate  their  aj^plication  in 
practice.  This  effort  necessarily  com2:)rises  a  due  consideration  of  the 
best  methods  of  which  we  have  now  certain  knowledge,  and  can  only  be 
grounded  upon  extended  and  carefully-weighed  clinical  experience. 

In  recent  times  less  and  less  heed  has  been  paid  to  drug-treatment, 
and  more  attention  has  been  given  to  diet  and  general  hygienic 
environment.  This  waning  faith  in  drug-administration,  which  is  un- 
warrantable and,  to  a  large  degree,  unwise,  has  come  of  a  fuller  know- 
ledge of  the  natural  course  of  many  morbid  conditions.  More  reliance 
is  placed  on  the  ris  medicatrix  naturce  ;  and  the  art  of  the  older  drug-giving 
physicians  has  gradually  fallen  into  desuetude,  and  ceased  to  engage  the 
attention  of  many  of  the  most  capable  minds  in  medicine.  In  the  mean- 
time, however,  much  certain  knowledge  has  been  secured, — knowledge 
which  is  absolutely  necessary  in  oixler  to  guide  our  efforts  successfully  in 
relieving  suffering  and  helping  on  recovery.  It  would  plainly  be  beyond 
the  limits  of  this  article  to  attempt  to  discuss  the  dietetic  treatment  of 
each  malady  :  it  will  suffice  to  lay  down  the  principles,  and  to  suggest 
the  practical  application  of  them  in  dealing  with  disease  of  the  several 
systems  of  the  body,  referring  more  in  detail  to  the  more  important 
general  morbid  states,  and  to  tlie  requirements  of  some  special  disorders. 

I  propose  to  discuss  clinical  dietetics  in  relation  to  the  following : — 

(1)  Specific  Infectious  Diseases  ;  (2)  Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System  ; 
(3)  of  the  Respiratory  Organs  ;  (4)  of  the  Circulatory  Organs  ;  (5)  of  the 
Digestive  Organs ;  (6)  of  the  Blood,  Lymphatic  System,  and  Ductless 
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Glands  ;  (7)  of  the  Urinary  Organs  ;  (8)  Chronic  Intoxications  ;  (9)  Diseases 
of  the  Locomotory  System;  (10)  of  the  Skin;  (11)  Atrophy.  Obesity  I 
shall  deal  with  in  a  later  article. 

I  prefix  a  few  remarks  on  the  Feeding  of  Helpless  Patients.  Refer- 
ence will  frequently  be  made  in  the  following  pages  to  feeding  of  patients 
who  cannot  help  themselves.  This  is  conducted  by  means  of  a  spoon,  by 
the  feeding-cup,  or  by  the  nasal  tube.  The  best  size  of  spoon,  in  the  case 
of  adults,  is  that  known  as  the  dessert-spoon,  or  small  tablespoon,  holding 
two  or  three  fluid  drachms ;  a  teaspoon  is  the  most  convenient  for 


Fig.  32. — Feediijg-cup  witli  well-curved  sjiout  and  Fio.  33.— Apparatus  for  nasal  feeding, 

india-rubber  tube  attached. 


children.  When  the  sensorium  is  dull,  liquid  nourishment  is  best  intro- 
duced slowly  at  the  side  of  the  mouth.  The  best  form  of  feeder  is 
depicted  in  Fig.  32.  The  spout  should  be  well  curved,  and  it  is  often 
advisable  to  add  a  piece  of  soft  rubber  tubing  to  the  end  of  it  with  a  glass 
nozzle.  Feeders  with  straight  spouts  are  unsuitable  ;  the  contents  of  such 
feeders  are  apt  to  be  shot  out  in  spurts  which  may  be  spilt  over  the  patient. 
Dr.  F.  M.  Watt,  of  Edinburgh,  has  recently  recommended  a  feeder  with 
three  handles  as  being  easilj''  seized  by  a  recumbent  jmtient — one  right,  one 
left,  and  one  posterior,  with  a  flattened  tubular  mouthpiece.  The  most 
useful  form  of  apparatus  for  nasal  feeding  is  that  shown  in  Fig.  33.  It  is 
readily  made  by  taking  the  barrel  of  an  ordinary  glass  urethral  syringe, 
and  affixing  to  the  nozzle  a  piece  of  soft  red  rubber  tubing  of  a  size  suitable 
for  passage  along  the  floor  of  the  nose,  and  about  ten  inches  or  a  foot  in 
length.  This,  after  being  well  oiled,  is  passed  along  the  nose  in  a  line 
backwards  towards  the  external  auditory  meatus,  and  slipped  over  the 
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posterior  surface  of  the  velum  palati  into  the  pharynx  and  gullet. 
This  is  a  simple  method,  and  even  children  soon  become  tolerant  of  it. 
The  nutriment  is  to  be  poured  from  a  small  lipped  jug  into  the  glass 
barrel  held  up  vertically  over  the  patient's  face.  With  this  arrangement 
the  progress  of  the  fluid  as  it  jaasses  into  the  gullet  can  be  accurately 
determined,  and  as  much  food  as  is  necessary  can  thus  be  readily  intro- 
duced at  regular  intervals.  In  cases  of  apoplexy,  insensibility,  melan- 
cholia, or  other  forms  of  insanity,  and  after  tracheotomy,  this  method 
of  feeding  is  of  supreme  value  and  importance.  Half  a  pint  to  a  pint  of 
nutriment  may  be  given  at  one  time.  A  small  piece  of  glass  tubing  may 
be  introduced  into  the  length  of  india-rubber  tube  to  allow  the  transit  of 
food  to  be  observed. 

Dietary  in  Specific  Infectious  Diseases. — A  consideration  of  this 
subject  naturally  includes  the  dietetic  management  of  the  febrile  state  as 
such. 

The  condition  common  to  all  these  temporary  acute  illnesses  is  that 
recognised  as  fever  or  pyrexia.  Pyrexia  is  a  symptom  which  is  now 
acknowledged  by  many  modern  observers  to  be  no  longer  an  inimical,  but 
rather  a  friendly  process  so  long  as  it  is  restrained  within  certain  limits. 

In  febrile  conditions  the  alimentary  system  is  more  or  less  disturbed, 
almost  Avithout  exception  :  the  common  indications  of  this  are — first,  the 
loss  of  natural  appetite  ;  secondly,  the  presence  of  thirst.  Solid  food  is 
loathed,  and  if  taken  or  pressed,  comiiionly  rejected  by  vomiting.  The 
changes  in  the  mucous  surfaces  tend  to  dryness  and  greatly  reduced 
secretion  from  salivary  and  mucous  glands,  gastric  tubular  glands, 
duodenal  (Brunner's)  glands,  Lieberkiihnian  follicles  and  the  pancreas. 
The  condition  of  the  intestinal  solitary  and  agminate  glands  Avhen  they  are 
not  specifically  involved,  is  hai'dly  known ;  nor  that  of  the  four  million, 
more  or  less,  villi  of  the  intestine  ;  l)ut  it  may  fairly  be  believed  that  these 
are  in  a  more  hyperaemic  and  sluggish  condition,  as  regards  normal  absorp- 
tive function,  than  in  health.  Certainly,  in  most  cases,  we  have  clinically 
to  note  a  greater  or  lesser  degree  of  catarrh  as  pervading  the  entire  course 
of  the  alimentary  canal  and  of  the  ducts  which  lead  into  it ;  and  we  take 
heed  to  this  condition  in  determining  a  diet  for  patients  thus  affected. 

With  respect  to  digestive  capacity  we  particularly  note  the  absence 
of  sufl[icient  saliva  and  pancreatic  secretion  on  the  one  hand,  and  of  gastric 
and  intestinal  juices  on  the  other,  and  are  thus  in  the  presence  of  in- 
capacity to  deal  effectually  either  with  amylaceous  food  or  with  the 
several  varieties  of  albumins.  In  the  severer  forms  of  prolonged  fever, 
gastric  digestion  is  commonly  more  in  abeyance  than  that  carried  on  in 
the  intestines.  Pyrexia  thus  reduces  digestive  capacity  somewhat  to  that 
which  is  the  normal  state  of  the  infant  during  the  first  six  months 
of  life,  more  particularly  in  resjiect  of  the  inactivity  of  salivary  and 
pancreatic  functions. 

In  practice,  however,  it  is  possible  to  pay  too  much  heed  to  these 
facts,  and,  as  in  politics  "  the  Queen's  Crovernment  must  be  carried  on," 
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SO  here  our  patients  must  be  fed  and  sustained  through  the  exhausting 
conditions  associated  with  and  dependent  on  fever.  Ample  experience 
has  proved  the  value  of  a  diet  consisting  mainly  of  milk  and  meat  juices. 
The  points  to  attend  to  in  such  a  dietary  relate  to  the  purity  and  dilution 
of  the  milk,  and  to  the  variety  and  quality  of  the  meat  juices.  First, 
with  respect  to  milk  :  it  is  of  essential  importance  to  employ  fresh  milk 
whenever  procurable.  Preserved  milk,  in  all  forms,  is  vastly  inferior  for 
nutritive  purposes.  As  a  rule,  unless  the  source  is  beyond  suspicion, 
fresh  milk  is  best  scalded,  but  not  boiled.  It  is  then  to  be  diluted  with 
barley  water,  or  toast  and  water,  to  the  extent  of  one-third  or  one-half. 
If  diarrhoea  be  present,  lime  water  should  be  added,  and  half  the  amount 
of  barley  water  may  be  thus  replaced.  If  constipation  prevail,  the 
addition  of  sodium  bicarbonate,  instead  of  lime  water,  to  the  mixed  fluids 
is  advisable — one  drachm  (a  teaspoonfu!)  being  stirred  with  each  pint. 
These  measures  prevent  the  formation  of  curd  in  any  but  a  finely-granular 
condition,  and  so  prevent  pain,  flatulency  and  intestinal  disturbances. 
When  milk  is  badly  borne,  whey  is  often  available,  and  to  it  cream  may 
be  added  if  desirable. 

Beef  juices  may  be  given  at  intervals  in  the  form  of  well-made  beef 
tea,  mutton  tea,  chicken  or  veal  tea  ;  or,  occasionally,  if  the  stomach  be 
queasy,  in  the  form  of  essences,  of  which  there  are  now  several  trust- 
worthy preparations.  Fresh  beef  essences,  if  they  can  be  procured,  are 
probably  better  than  any  of  the  latter  ;  and  vegetable  juices  may  be 
incorporated  with  all  forms  of  these  by  immersing  in  the  cooking-vessel 
a  muslin  bag  containing  finely-divided  vegetables  such  as  cabbage,  carrot, 
etc.,  and  so  securing  variety  both  of  flavour  and  nutrient  elements.  A 
good  rule  is  to  change  the  meat  juice  from  day  to  day,  so  as  to  prevent 
the  monotony  of  the  spoon-food.  Nothing  better  relieves  such  monotony 
than  the  regular  administration  of  draughts  of  iced  water,  which  are 
always  grateful  to  fever  patients  and  are  too  often  omitted.  In  many  cases 
both  tea  and  coff'ee  may  be  given  with  advantage.  Refreshing  drink  is 
available  in  most  febrile  states — enteric  fever  and  rheumatic  fever  excepted 
— in  the  form  of  freshly -made  lemonade  containing  a  drachm  of  acid 
tartrate  of  potash  in  each  pint,  and  a  very  little  sugar.  Regard  is  to  be 
paid  to  the  amount  actually  consumed,  and  care  taken  that  enough  is 
presented  in  each  twenty-four  hours.  Modern  skilled  nursing  commonly 
secures  this,  and  a  register  is  to  be  kept  from  hour  to  hour.  Fruit  is 
sometimes  of  use,  and  cooked  apples  may  be  given,  carefully  prepared, 
also  grapes  and  oranges.  In  small-pox  the  latter  are  especially  grateful. 
Whenever  it  is  advisable  to  add  to  the  nourishment,  yolks  of  eggs  may  be 
added  to  milk  or  beef  juice,  or  given  with  brandy  as  egg-flip. 

We  have  thus  considered  the  essentials  of  a  so-called  fever  diet.  The 
question  of  alcoholic  fluids  now  presents  itself.  These  form  no  routine 
part  of  dietetic  treatment  either  in  febrile  or  in  any  other  morbid 
condition.  They  may,  however,  be  necessary,  and  are  often  indispensable, 
in  the  conduct  of  particular  cases.  The  skill  demanded  in  the  prescription 
of  alcohol  (that  is,  of  alcoholised  fluid  of  whatever  kind)  is  of  the  same 
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order  as  that  which  is  required  in  determining  the  use  of  any  other  article 
of  food  or  medicine  for  the  sick.  We  do  not  affirm  that  because  the 
patient  has  fever,  or  has  pneumonia,  he  therefore  requires  wine  or  spirit. 
He  may  or  he  may  not.  We  are  guided  by  various  considerations  as  to 
the  specific  requirements  of  each  patient,  and  we  give  or  we  withhold 
as  the  case  may  be.  AVe  lend  ourselves  to  no  fashion  or  wave  of  opinion 
in  respect  of  food  or  drugs,  and  study  the  jDrecise  indications  of  the  case 
for  the  time  being.  The  opinions  to  be  here  stated  are  the  result  of  no 
small  experience,  and  have  been  gathered  only  at  the  bedside. 

We  are  met  at  the  outset  by  thofee  who  contend  that  alcohol  is  not  a 
food,  and  has  therefore  no  place  in  any  dietary.  AVe  might  put  this 
opinion  aside,  and  still  contend  that  it  has  a  high  place  in  the  treatment 
of  disease.  As  clinicians  we  maintain,  however,  that  alcohol  is  practically 
available  as  a  food,  even  in  the  form  of  a  pure  spirit;  and  if  the  several 
constituents  of  wine  be  taken  into  consideration  we  have  to  deal  with  a 
variety  of  nutrient  materials  in  subtle  combination,  with  which  alcohol, 
in  moderate  percentage,  is  bound  up.  AVe  recognise  that  alcohol  holds 
an  intermediate  place  between  carbo  -  hydrates  and  the  fats,  being 
less  oxygenised  than  the  former  and  more  so  than  the  latter.  In  its 
circulation  through  the  system,  within  certain  well  -  understood  limits, 
it  becomes  destroyed  and  indetectible ;  we  must  therefore  believe,  as 
physiologists,  that  this  process  of  destruction  and  transformation  is 
attended  by  oxygenation  and  a  correlative  liberation  of  energy.  AVe  may 
thus  explain  some  of  the  benefits  derivable  from  the  use  of  alcoholised 
fluids  in  various  morbid  states. 

The  diiiiml  indications  for  alcohol  in,  febrile  states  are  now  fairly  well 
understood  and  reduced  to  principles.  It  is  recognised  that  if  no  extreme 
pyrexia  be  present,  if  the  action  of  the  heart  contimxe  sufficiently  vigorous, 
and  food  be  well  taken,  alcohol  is  unnecessary.  But  if  high  fever  pre- 
vails, the  heart's  action  falters,  and  ordinary  nutriment  is  taken  with 
difficulty,  at  any  age,  and  in  any  such  case,  alcohol  is  indicated,  and  its 
effects  are  under  such  conditions  uniformly  satisfactory.  Thus  l)y  its 
use  we  control  pyrexia,  we  sustain  the  action  of  the  heart  and  the 
vigour  of  the  circulation,  and  we  secure  a  substitute  for  other  nutriment 
till  such  time  as  a  better  appetite  returns.  AVe  gather  all  these  indications 
from  the  thermometer,  the  stethoscope,  the  character  of  the  pulse,  and  the 
capacity  for  taking  nourishment.  The  best  form  for  alcoholic  administra- 
tion is  that  of  either  brandy  or  whisky  well  diluted  with  milk.  Neither 
should  be  given  with  beef  tea  or  any  meat  juices,  and  the  quantity  is 
best  administered  at  regular  intervals  of  two  or  four  hours,  according  to 
the  particular  indications,  both  by  day  and  by  night.  The  amount  re- 
quired is  to  be  determined  by  the  age  and  previous  habits  of  the  patient, 
and  no  less  by  the  conditions  requiring  to  be  met.  Young  children  bear 
alcohol  well  when  it  is  indicated  ;  and  the  amount  sometimes  called  for 
may  be  very  large.  In  practice  it  is  seldom  found  necessary  to  exceed  for 
an  adult  of  average  condition  in  any  febrile  state  six  ounces  of  brandy 
or  whisky  per  diem,  and  two  or  three  will  often  secure  all  that  is 
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needed.  Over  -  stimulation  is  harmful,  and  is  recognised  by  flushing, 
foul  breath  and  discomfort.  Hyperpyrexia  demands  the  use  of  alcohol, 
and  the  patient  is  benefited  by  it.  The  cardiac  indications  for  the  use 
of  alcohol  in  fever  are  a  notable  loss  of  tone  in  the  first  sound,  especially 
if  this  be  inappreciable  at  the  base  (Stokes'  sign),  and  the  associated 
condition  of  pulse  that  of  low  arterial  pressure,  and  the  phase  of 
it  known  as  dicrotism.  The  tendency  to  formation  of  sordes  on  the 
tongue  or  gums  in  grave  febrile  states  also  indicates  the  employment  of 
alcohol. 

Preparations  of  malt  are  certainly  available  in  febrile  conditions, 
and  are  agreeable  to  patients.  Granulated  malt  exti'act  dissolved  in 
warm  water  or  milk  constitutes  a  grateful  variety  of  readily  digestible 
nutriment  when  the  constant  use  of  milky  food  palls  on  the  appetite. 

When  the  stomach  is  irritable,  and  most  of  the  food  already  indicated 
disagrees,  recourse  may  be  had  to  koumiss  in  small  quantities  (Koumiss, 
No.  2).  Milky  food  may  sometimes  be  better  borne  if  given  in  doses 
of  half  an  ounce  to  an  ounce  every  quarter  of  an  hour  by  the  clock. 
After  a  few  hours  larger  quantities  may  be  tolerated. 

The  dietary  thus  enjoined  is  available  for  most  febrile  conditions, 
however  induced,  including  pneumonia,  all  the  exanthemata,  and  the  con- 
tinued fevers,  with  the  exception  of  enteric  fever,  to  which  reference  will 
presently  be  made.  The  same  holds  good  for  paroxysmal  stages  of  remittent 
and  intermittent  fevers,  allowance  being  always  made  for  the  degree  of 
pyrexia,  the  age,  and  bodily  state  of  each  23atient. 

Certain  precautions  are  of  extreme  importance  in  the  case  of  enteric 
fever,  the  specific  conditions  of  the  intestinal  tract  from  day  to  day  being 
always  borne  in  mind.  The  necessity  for  introducing  only  bland  and 
unirritating  nutriment  is  paramount.  Hence  the  importance  of  prevent- 
ing any  masses  of  milk-curd  from  passing  through  the  pylorus  which  may 
chafe  or  lodge  upon  ulcerated  patches  in  the  ileum  and  colon,  and  induce 
diarrhoea  or  constipation.  Attention  is  further  necessary  to  prevent 
fruit  in  any  form  being  administered  by  injudicious  attendants  or  friends. 
Lemonade  is  to  be  forbidden,  and  all  wines,  for  these  are  distinctly  apt 
to  promote  action  of  the  bowels.  Vegetable  juices  may  be  introduced,  as 
already  indicated,  with  meat  juice.  Alcohol  is  only  permissible  in  the 
form  of  brandy,  whisky,  or  gin.  These  matters  appear  to  smack  of 
pedantry,  but  the  rule  enjoined  has  been  dictated  by  the  amplest  ex- 
perience, and  no  point,  however  small,  is  unimportant  which  may  turn 
the  scale  in  favour  of  life  or  death  in  these  terrible  cases.  Lives  have 
been  needlessly  sacrificed  by  inattention  to  or  inappreciation  of  matters 
seemingly  trifling  such  as  these. 

It  has  been  freely  asserted  of  late  that  milk  is  an  inappropriate  food 
in  enteric  fever,  inasmuch  as  it  is  a  pabulum  highly  favoui'able  to  the 
growth  of  the  specific  bacilli  of  the  disease,  and  it  has  been  urged  that 
preparations  of  malt  are  much  safer.  Indeed,  Dr.  Springthorpe,  of 
Melbourne,  has  strongly  urged  the  use  of  a  sterilised  hopped  malt 
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extract,  which  resists  the  growth  of  Eberth's  bacillus  in  cases  of  enteric 
fever.i  The  value  of  malt  has  been  already  noted.  The  disadvantages 
of  milk,  properly  diluted  and  alkalised,  are,  however,  by  no  means 
proved,  and  it  would  require  very  strong  evidence  to  convince  careful 
physicians  that  it  is  not  a  satisfactory  basis  of  diet  in  these  cases.  Voit 
asserts  that  three  and  a  half  pints  of  milk  fer  diem  are  insufficient  for 
nourishment  in  a  case  of  fever,  there  being  a  lack  of  albumin,  twice  too 
much  fat,  and  deficiency  of  carbo-hydrates  by  two-thirds.  Further,  that 
even  with  the  addition  of  animal  broth  such  a  dietary  is  inadequate. 
Clinical  experience  does  not  justify  the  acceptance  of  these  statements. 
The  average  patient,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  does  very  well  on  such  a  diet ; 
and  beef  tea  or  mutton  tea  may  be  fortified  with  essences  of  one  or  other 
as  required. 

It  is  found  that  where  diarrhoea  is  a  prominent  feature  of  the  illness, 
beef  tea  or  beef  essence  may  act  as  a  peristaltic  stimulant,  or  otherAvise 
as  a  purgative ;  whereas  mutton  tea  and  essence,  veal  broth  and  chicken 
broth  have  no  such  eflfect,  and  it  is  a  good  rule  of  practice  to  attend 
to  this  point.  In  cases,  not  uncommon,  where  constipation  prevails 
beef  juices  may  be  used,  and  sodium  bicarbonate,  rather  than  lime 
Avater,  should  be  added  to  the  milk.  In  rebellious  diarrhoea,  or  where 
hsemorrhage  occurs,  milk  is  better  avoided  and  whey  employed,  the  latter 
in  the  form  of  alum  whey,  made  by  adding  one  drachm  of  powdered  siU- 
phate  of  alumina  to  each  pint  of  scalded  milk  and  straining  through 
muslin.    Mutton  essence  is  best  in  such  cases. 

The  greatest  care  is  called  for  in  the  dietary  during  convalescence  from 
this  disease,  no  solid  food,  or  nutriment  entailing  debris,  being  permissible 
for  many  days  after  all  fever  has  passed  away.  Ordinary  diet  may  be 
resumed  at  once  in  cases  of  typhus  fever  or  in  pneumonia,  but  not  in 
enteric  fever.  We  do  well  to  begin  with  milky  arrowroot,  with  yolk  of  eggs 
in  milk  or  brandy  and  water,  then  to  pass  on  to  boiled  pap  of  bread-crumb 
and  milk,  custard  pudding,  and  lightly-boiled  fresh  egg.  Next,  pounded 
fish  may  be  cautiously  given,  pounded  mutton  or  beef  in  ptirie,  rusks 
soaked  in  tea  or  milk,  and  so  on  to  fish  of  delicate  fibre,  mashed 
potatoes,  etc.  In  all  cases  it  is  better  to  be  too  late  rather  than  too  early 
in  reinforcing  the  dietary. 

TypJms,  Relapsing,  and  other  Fevers. — In  arranging  the  dietary  for 
patients  suffering  from  typhus  and  other  continued  fevers,  no  special  pre- 
cautions, such  as  are  of  impei'ative  necessity  in  enteric  fever,  have  to  be 
taken.  The  indication  is  to  meet  the  exhausting  character  of  the  febrile 
processes  by  the  introduction  of  such  food  in  liquid  forms  as  the  patient 
can  take,  and  with  the  abatement  of  symptoms  following  on  the  crisis 
solid  food  may  be  safelj'  given,  care  being  taken  not  to  overload  the 
stomach  by  excessive  amounts,  the  appetite  being  large.  The  indications 
for  alcohol  are  the  same  as  in  enteric  fever,  but  wine  may  be  safely  given, 
or  malt  liquors  if  preferred.  Good  wine,  of  which  mature  port.  Bur- 
gundy, or  Bordeaux  is  the  most  desirable,  is  as  a  rule  preferable 

1  Australian  Medical  Journal,  22ud  July  1894. 
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in  febrile  exhausting  conditions  to  pure  spirit.  The  jethers  of  old  wine 
are  especially  sustaining  to  flagging  cardiac  action,  and  the  associated 
salts  in  wine  are  further  beneficial.  Champagne  of  good  quality  is  useful 
in  many  cases  when  other  wines  are  distasteful,  but  it  can  seldom  be 
safely  employed  in  enteric  fever.  There  is  no  routine  treatment  in  any 
case,  and  in  early  life,  and  in  constitutions  otherwise  sound,  it  is  some- 
times unnecessary  to  resort  to  any  alcoholic  support,  either  during  the 
fever  or  the  convalescence  from  it.  Each  case  must  be  judged  by  itself, 
and  a  well-trained  clinical  observer  gives  or  withholds  stimulants  as 
circumstances  indicate.  Elderly  patients,  as  a  rule,  need  stimulants 
earlier  and  in  larger  amounts  than  younger  ones.  Typhus  fever  is  almost 
certainly  fatal  after  the  seventh  climacteric,  whatever  the  treatment. 
Habitual  drunkards,  under  the  stress  of  continued  fever,  require  some- 
times very  large  amounts  of  stimulants.  The  tendency  to  collapse  after 
the  crisis  in  relapsing  fever  demands  free  stimulation,  especially  in 
elderly  patients. 

Exanthemata. — In  the  exanthemata  the  dietary  is  that  for  the 
pyrexial  state  generally.  Later  complications  may  occasionally  deihand 
moderate  stimulation  and  a  generally  supporting  diet,  the  condition  of  the 
kidneys  in  scarlet  fever  demanding  especial  attention. 

Sterilised  Milk  ;  Boiled  Milk  and  JFater. — No  reference  has,  so  far,  been 
made  to  the  employment  of  sterilised  milk,  or  of  peptonised  milk  and 
animal  broths.  As  to  the  first,  it  is  a  good  rule  to  scald  all  milk,  unless 
the  source  and  treatment  of  it  be  certainly  beyond  suspicion  :  this  holds 
good  not  only  in  India,  but  all  over  the  world.  The  same  may  be 
affirmed  for  water  under  all  conditions,  and  in  India  and  in  most  parts  of 
the  world  the  rule  holds  good,  especially  in  the  case  of  children  and 
young  adults. 

Peptonised  Foods. — With  respect  to  peptonised  food  I  think  there  is 
now  too  great  a  tendency  to  employ  it.  All  articles  of  diet  come  best 
direct  from  nature,  as  far  as  possible  ;  and  without  more  chemical  or  culinary 
meddling  than  is  absolutely  necessary.  Food  is  one  thing,  physic  is 
another.  I  feel  sure  that  peptonised  foods  are  now  too  frequently 
administered,  and  are  often  unnecessary.  They  have  their  place,  without 
doubt,  for  gastric  and  for  rectal  alimentation  as  a  temporary  measure,  the 
object  being  to  present  predigested  albumin  for  rapid  assimilation  when 
digestive  power  is  at  a  minimum,  as  malted  foods  present  predigested 
starches  in  cases  where  salivary  and  pancreatic  secretions  are  inadequate  ; 
but  it  has  become  a  fashion  to  resort  to  the  use  of  predigested  food  in 
many  cases  which  do  not  require  them.  Most  cases  of  pyrexia  can  be 
treated  successfully  without  peptonised  food,  but  if  the  digestive  powers 
be  enfeebled,  they  may  certainly  be  used.  The  liquor  pancreaticus  is 
probably  one  of  the  best  agents  to  employ  in  peptonising  milk,  animal 
broth  or  gruel. 

Parotitis. — In  cases  of  mumps  spoon-food  only  is  to  be  given,  and 
generally  in  a  concentrated  form,  the  act  of  deglutition  being  painful. 
Pertussis. — In  whooping-cough  nourishing  diet  is  necessary.  Vomiting 
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is  frequent  after  paroxysms,  but  the  patient  is  commonly  ready  to 
replace  Avhat  is  lost. 

Influenza. — There  is  loss  of  appetite  in  the  primary  stage.  But  soon 
the  specific  depression  of  this  malady  necessitates  the  use  of  a  supporting 
dietary  in  any  desirable  form,  and  alcohol  is  required,  sometimes  in  large 
amount,  to  counteract  the  tendency  to  asthenia  and  cardiac  failure  ; 
especially  in  elderly  persons  with  pulmonary  complications,  and  during 
convalescence  which  may  be  very  prolonged.  Yolks  of  eggs  with  brandy, 
strong  soups,  oysters,  and  pounded  meat  are  suitable  forms  of  nourishment, 
also  strong  coffee  with  plenty  of  milk. 

Malarial  Fevers  and  Yelloiv  Fever. — In  the  intervals  between  the 
paroxysms  it  is  desirable  to  employ  a  supporting  diet.  Alcohol  is  best 
given  Avell  diluted,  and  diluted  champagne  is  valuable. 

Dysenteri/. — Few  diseases  call  for  more  skill  and  discretion  in  feeding 
than  dysentery.  In  simple  and  acute  forms  the  diet  must  be  fluid, 
and  the  same  holds  good  for  many  cases  of  the  chronic  form.  It  is 
common  to  find  milky  and  farinaceous  food  recommended,  and  weak 
animal  broths.  Without  doubt  milk  should  be  the  staple  aliment,  and 
it  may  be  given  alone  for  weeks  together,  diluted  with  warm  toast  and 
water  and  lime  water.  My  reading  and  experience  lead  me  to  recommend 
nothing  else.  Beef  tea  is  distinctly  to  be  avoided.  Veal  or  chicken 
broth  is  the  least  harmful  of  animal  broths,  and  the  yolk  of  eggs  may 
be  added.  An  adult  will  need  four  or  five  pints  of  milk  diluted,  as 
advised  (three  parts  of  milk,  one  each  of  barley  water  or  toast  and  water 
and  lime  water),  in  the  course  of  twenty-four  hours.  And  it  is  to  be 
borne  in  mind  that  neither  diet  nor  drugs  will  be  of  any  avail  without 
strict  confinement  to  bed  and  the  use  of  draw-sheets  for  defiecation.  No 
vegetable  food  or  fruits  are  admissible,  and  starchy  food  is  undesirable ; 
in  chronic  cases  freshly  made  bael  jelly  or  extract  in  drachm  doses  twice 
a  day  is  allowable.  Food  should  be  administered  warm,  to  prevent  too 
active  peristalsis.  Alum  whey  is  useful  as  an  alternative  when  milk  diet 
has  to  be  long  submitted  to,  and  the  mouth  should  be  washed  out 
occasionally  with  warm  boracic  lotion. 

Erysipelas. — Supporting  and  stimulating  diet  is  necessary.  Milk  and 
animal  broths  containing  plenty  of  salt,  with  brandy  or  port  Avine,  are  to 
be  given. 

JJijMheria. — The  main  indications  here  are  for  a  supporting  diet.  The 
chief  difficulty  arises  in  the  cases  of  infants  or  young  patients.  The 
tendency  is  to  collapse  and  cardiac  failure  all  through  the  illness  and 
early  convalescence.  After  tracheotomy,  which  is  necessary  in  the 
majority  of  cases  of  the  laryngeal  form,  feeding  can  often  be  carried 
on  only  by  means  of  the  soft  rubber  nasal  tube,  and  by  this  means 
many  lives  have  undoubtedly  been  saved  which  would  otherwise  have 
perished  from  inanition.  Milk,  yolks  of  eggs,  chicken  essence,  and  brandy 
are  almost  always  required.  Young  children  bear  brandy  well  given  in 
milk,  and  it  may  be  needed  in  divided  doses  in  quantities  varying  from 
one -half  to  two  ounces  in  the  twenty-four  hours.    The  presence  of 
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albuminuria  is  no  contra-indication  to  its  employment.  From  two  to  four 
ounces  of  milk,  etc.,  may  be  given  by  the  nasal  tube  at  intervals  of  three 
or  four  hours  by  day  and  night ;  medicines  also  have  to  be  given  with 
the  food  in  this  manner.  Sometimes  the  nasal  tube  may  be  dispensed 
with,  or  it  may  be  advantageously  used  for  a  few  days  after  tracheotomy. 

Asiatic  Cliolera. — In  the  algide  stage  it  is  of  no  avail  to  press  nourish- 
ment, everything  taken  is  rapidly  ejected.  Sips  of  iced  water  may 
.  be  given,  or  pieces  of  ice  to  suck.  In  the  stage  of  reaction  small 
quantities  of  milk  and  soda  water,  with  bicarbonate  of  sodium,  may  be 
given  in  small  amounts  at  stated  intervals,  and  water  arrowroot  is  admis- 
sible, a  gradual  retiu-n  to  very  light  food  being  cautiously  carried  out. 

Syphilis. — The  indications  in  all  stages  of  syphilis  being  to  secure  the 
highest  attainable  level  of  the  general  health,  good  diet  is  necessary. 
The  continued  use  of  mercury  or  iodide  salts  still  further  necessitates  this 
course.  So-called  diet  drinks  are  of  extreme  value.  None  is  suiserior  to 
a  pint  or  more  of  a  good  compound  decoction  of  sarsaparilla  taken  in  the 
course  of  each  day. 

Hydrophobia. — In  this  disease  feeding  must  be  carried  out  by  nutrient 
enemata,  and  remedial  agents  are  conveyed  by  the  same  means,  or  h'ypo- 
dermically.  Swallowing  may  be  possible  towards  the  end  of  the  case,  and 
food  be  thus  freely  taken,  too  late,  however,  to  save  life. 

Tetanus. — Feeding  presents  great  difficulties  here.  It  is  best  conducted 
by  the  use  of  the  nasal  tube,  or  advantage  may  be  taken  of  a  gap  in  the 
teeth  to  insert  liquid  nourishment.  Rectal  feeding  is  apt  to  induce 
spastic  paroxysms.  Alcohol  is  necessary,  sometimes  in  large  quantities. 
[Vide  art.  on  "Tetanus."] 

Dietary  in  Nervous  Diseases. — Neuritis:  (a)  Gouty,  (b)  Alcolwlic  ; 
Sciatica. — In  cases  due  to  gouty  influence  the  diet  is  that  proper  for  the 
gouty  state  present  at  the  time.  This  will  vary  according  to  age, 
previous  habits,  and  the  vigour  of  the  constitution.  In  alcoholic  neuritis 
a  plain  nourishing  diet  is  necessary,  and  complete  abstention  from  all 
alcoholic  fluids. 

Diseases  of  the  Spinal  Cord;  Bulbar  Paralysis. — A  generous,  readily 
digestible  diet,  containing  an  abundance  of  milk  and  fatty  elements,  is 
required  in  these  cases.  In  bulbar  paralysis  constant  supei'vision  is 
necessary  to  prevent  choking.  A  soft  tube  should  be  passed  into  the 
stomach  and  liquid  food  injected  as  often  as  it  can  be  tolerated.  Failing 
this,  nutrient  enemata  must  be  employed. 

Cerebral  Hcemorrhage. — Liquid  food  is  to  be  given  by  the  mouth  if 
there  is  power  to  swallow ;  otherwise  nutrient  enemata  must  be  used. 
No  stimulants  are  to  be  given.  On  recovery  the  diet  must  be  light, 
consisting  of  fish,  milk,  vegetable  and  farinaceous  foods.  In  many  cases 
the  renal  condition  demands  careful  study  in  respect  of  diet. 

Embolism  and  Thrombosis  of  Cerebral  Arteries  ;  Endarteritis  ;  Atheroma. — 
In  most  convalescent  cases  it  may  be  necessary  to  administer  more 
nourishing  food  and  stimulants  in  small  quantities :  the  conditions  of 
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the  heart  and  circulation  are  the  guides  in  this  respect.  The  age  and 
general  state  of  nutrition  must  also  be  considered. 

Epilepsy. — In  patients  subject  to  epileptic  paroxysms  much  benefit  is 
derivable  from  carefully-prescribed  diet.  This  should  be  so  arranged  as 
to  prevent  any  overloading  of  the  stomach,  and  all  food  difficult  of 
digestion  is  to  be  withheld.  The  principal  meals  are  best  taken  in  the 
earlier  part  of  the  day,  and  only  a  light  meal  consumed  in  the  evening. 
Experience  clearly  indicates  that  a  diet  not  too  rich  in  albuminoids  is 
advisable.  Animal  food  should  be  sparingly  taken,  but  fish  may  be 
used  freely.  Butchers'  meat  is  better  given  on  alternate  days,  if  at  all, 
and  never  in  large  amount.  Farinaceous  foods  and  fat  are  desirable. 
Milk  in  large  quantities  is  harmful.  Alcohol  is  better  dispensed  with,  or 
very  sparingly  taken  in  the  form  of  diluted  light  wines.  Butter,  cream, 
and  fat  bacon  may  be  taken  freely,  and  butter-milk  in  moderation  has 
been  found  useful.  Coffee  and  cocoa  are  commonly  preferable  to  tea. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that  recurrence  of  paroxysms  may  be  materially 
checked  by  strict  attention  to  the  points  just  noted. 

Migraine. — Few  disorders  are  better  controlled  by  careful  dieting 
than  this.  There  is  distaste  for  food  during  the  paroxysms.  Iced  aerated 
water  is  sometimes  helpful  in  the  attack.  Tea  and  coffee  are  also  some- 
times of  avail.  There  is  a  gouty  element  in  many  cases,  especially  in 
females,  and  errors  of  diet  leading  to  goutiness  may  induce  migraine 
in  such  persons.  In  the  intervals  between  attacks  regard  must  be  had 
to  this  fact,  and  to  the  "  growing-up  "  tendency  to  outbursts  of  varieties 
of  paroxysms.  More  water-drinking  is  desirable,  and  a  strict  limitation 
of  animal  and  rich  foods.  Abundance  of  well-cooked  gxeen  vegetables, 
such  as  spinach,  is  important.  Malt  liquors  and  strong  wines  are  not  to 
be  taken. 

Chorea. — In  acute  cases  only  "  spoon-food  "  is  to  be  given.  At  the 
height  of  the  disorder  nasal  feeding  may  be  necessary.  Abundance  of 
nourishment  is  necessary,  and  wine  is  usually  beneficial.  The  rheumatic 
nature  of  the  disorder  (as  held  by  the  writer)  does  not  in  this  case  forbid 
the  use  of  animal  broth,  but  milk  appears  to  be  the  most  suitable  form  of 
nourishment.  Assiduous  attention  on  the  part  of  the  nurse  is  n,eeded  to 
secure  a  sufficiency  of  liquid  food  in  grave  cases.  In  milder  cases  care 
must  be  taken  to  prevent  the  patient  suddenly  bolting  any  masses  of 
unmasticated  food. 

Hi/stnia  ;  Anorexia  nervosa  ;  Vomiting  ;  Refusal  of  Food. — The  different 
and  multiform  phases  of  hysteria  demand  special  attention  in  each  case. 
The  main  princijiles  relate  to  the  use  of  a  sufficiently  nourishing  diet, 
care  being  taken  to  avoid  incautious  resort  to  stimulants.  Loathing  of 
certain  foods  and  many  idiosyncratic  vagaries  may  be  encountered. 
These  must  be  overcome  as  far  as  possible,  or  substitutes  for  any  one  of 
them  provided.  Aversion  from  red  meat  and  from  fat  is  not  uncommon. 
Firm  but  gentle  discipline  is  often  needed  to  secure  due  nutrition. 
Morbid  cravings  demand  special  study,  and  the  practitioner  must  beware 
of  becoming  an  inflexible  dodrinaire.    There  may  be  digestive  capacity 
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for  articles  of  food  theoretically  reckoned  as  unfit.  Thus,  lobster  and 
pork  may  be  desired,  and  beef,  mutton,  and  fish  found  repulsive.  Com- 
plete anorexia  is  occasionally  met  Avith,  and  "  fasting  girls  "  may  come 
under  notice.  These  "  phenomena  "  are  not  to  be  watched  with  vulgar 
curiosity,  but  the  miserable  subjects  of  them  are  to  be  forcibly  fed,  if 
necessary  by  the  tube,  and  medically  treated.  Remarkably  good  results 
have  accrued  from  such  treatment  in  the  hands  of  Weir  Mitchell  and 
others  who  have  followed  this  method.  Seclusion  from  friends  and 
ordinary  environments,  with  rest,  massage,  and  enforced  meals  of  strong 
soup,  milk,  cream,  eggs,  and  pounded  meats,  constitute  this  method.  Its 
great  demerit  is  its  costliness,  which  renders  it  unavailable  for  any  but 
wealthy  patients,  and,  unfortunately,  the  good  results  are  not  always 
permanent.  The  infirmity  of  will,  and  the  general  instability  of  the 
nervous  centres,  have  to  be  dealt  with,  and  such  patients,  though  much 
has  been  secured  for  them  of  late  years, — and  they  tend  to  grow  more 
numerous  with  what  we  are  pleased  to  call  "  civilisation," — mostly  remain 
objects  of  pity,  and  a  sore  tax  upon  both  their  friends  and  their  medical 
attendants. 

Hysterical  vomiting  and  dysphagia  demand  the  disciplinary  use  of  an 
oesophageal  bougie,  rectal  alimentation  being  carried  on,  or  nasal  feeding, 
the  bougie  and  nasal  tube  being  subsequently  threatened  in  terrorem. 

Neuralgia.- — Generally  speaking,  supporting  diet  is  called  for.  If 
neuralgia  be  "  the  prayer  of  the  nerve  for  healthy  blood,"  that  prayer 
must  be  answered.  We  distinguish  between  nerve  pain  due  to  specific 
morbid  condition,  capable  of  removal,  and  that  due  to  lowered  vitality 
and  exhaustion  with  poverty  of  blood.  Thus  gouty,  syphilitic  and 
diabetic  neuralgias  have  to  be  considered,  and  appropriate  dietetic 
measures  adopted  for  each.  In  the  neuralgias  due  to  exhaustion  we 
have  to  insist  on  a  full  supply  of  digestible  food  with  plenty  of  fatty 
elements.  Butter,  cream,  Devonshire  cream,  and  fresh  unburnt  fats  are 
thus  of  value.  Post-catarrhal  and  influenzal  neuralgia,  the  miserable 
paroxysms  of  pain  in  aff'ections  of  the  fifth  and  occipital  nerves,  and  post- 
herpetic (zonal)  neuralgia  are  often  benefited  by  the  temporary  free  use 
of  mature  port  wine,  best  taken  with  meals. 

Disease  of  the  Respiratory  Organs. —  Tubercular,  Syphilitic  and 
Cancerous  Laryngitis. — In  advanced  cases  of  any  of  these  diseases  feeding 
becomes  difficult  and  painful.  Spoon-food  is  necessary,  and  the  most 
nourishing  fluids  must  be  given.  Yolks  of  eggs,  milk  thickened  with 
arrowroot,  and  thin  jellies  are  suitable.  Care  has  to  be  taken  that  no 
food  enters  the  larynx.  It  is  sometimes  advisable  in  painful  cases  to 
paint  or  spray  the  pharjmx  and  glottis  with  a  solution  of  cocaine  (to  be 
freshly  made  every  week,  5  per  cent  strength)  five  minutes  before 
attempts  are  made  to  swallow.  A  soft  tube  may  have  to  be  passed  into 
the  oesophagus  to  conduct  liquid  food  in  these  cases  and  in  the  sensory 
paralysis  dependent  on  diphtheria  and  bulbar  disease. 

Bronchitis :  (a)  Acute,  (b)  Chronic. — The  diet  should  be  light  and 
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nourishing  in  acute  bronchitis.  In  chronic  bronchitis  the  patient  com- 
monly requires  strong  noui'ishment  and  abundance  of  fatty  food. 
Alcohol  in  some  form  is  generally  useful. 

Asthma. — The  diet  is  often  an  important  element  in  successful  treat- 
ment of  these  cases.  Indiscretion  and  inappropriate  diet  often  induce 
paroxysms.  Small  meals  of  readily  digestible  food  are  best.  Many 
idiosyncrasies  are  met  Avith  respecting  tolerance  or  intolerance  of  articles 
of  diet.  I  have  known  fresh  butter  to  be  constantly  and  immediatelj" 
provocative  of  an  attack.  Hard  meats,  cheese,  pastry,  beer,  and  ill- 
cooked  food  are  generally  inadmissible.  Full  evening  meals  are  to  be 
avoided,  and  the  chief  meal  is  best  taken  early  in  the  afternoon. 

Emphysema. — The  chief  point  to  guard  against  is  the  use  of  any  food 
that  may  create  flatulent  distension  of  the  stomach  and  boAvels. 

Pneumonia. — The  diet  here  is  as  for  fever  till  the  crisis  occurs.  After 
this  the  patient  may  have  solid  food  if  desired,  and  the  amount  of 
liquids  be  somewhat  restricted.  Alcohol  may  be  required,  as  in  fever, 
and  is  often  beneficial.  It  may  have  to  be  freely  given  in  elderly  persons 
and  confirmed  hard  drinkers.  The  onset  of  gangrene  is  the  signal  for  free 
stimulation,  strong  meat  essences  and  milk. 

Phthisis  Pulmonalis. — The  indications  in  all  forms  and  stages  of  pul- 
monary phthisis  in  respect  of  diet  are  to  sujiply  as  much  digestible 
nutriment  as  can  be  disposed  of.  The  condition  of  dyspepsia  which 
is  often  concurrent  needs  appropriate  dietetic  treatment.  The  meals 
should  be  smaller  and  more  frequent  than  in  health.  All  varieties  of 
flesh,  fowl,  and  fish,  with  abundance  of  fatty  food,  are  proper.  Milk 
is  of  great  value.  An  early  breakfast  in  bed  is  often  advisable,  consisting 
of  tea  made  with  cream,  or,  instead,  half  a  pint  of  warm  milk  with  the 
yolk  of  a  raw  egg  stirred  into  it.  Where  night-sweats  are  present,  a  cup 
of  cold  tea  made  with  cream,  or  two  ounces  of  claret  and  water,  may  be 
taken  on  awaking  at  four  or  five  o'clock  in  the  morning.  Malt 
extracts  are  certainly  of  use,  and  may  be  given  in  warm  milk.  Diluted 
Avarm  drinks  of  nourishing  quality  aid  in  promoting  free  expectoi-ation 
and  lessen  harassing  cough.  Malt  liquors  are  excellent  if  they  can  be 
digested.  Failing  these,  any  form  of  alcoholic  liquid  taken  Avith  meals 
is  advisable.  Half  an  ounce  of  rum  taken  in  half  a  pint  of  milk  is  a  well- 
approved  combination  taken  early  in  the  morning,  and  again  in  the  fore- 
noon. Eggs,  oysters,  sweet-bread,  fat  bacon  and  tender  ham,  roe  of  fish, 
caviare,  and  brains  are  all  useful  in  varying  the  diet  and  encouraging 
languid  appetite.  In  early  cases  of  phthisis  there  is  no  better  mid-day 
meal  than  a  large  fat  mutton  chop,  grilled,  and  half  a  pint  of  good 
draught  porter.  Junket  and  Devonshire  cream  with  custard  pudding  or 
stewed  fruit  may  be  taken.  The  presence  of  tubercular  enteritis 
demands  the  diet  found  useful  in  diarrhoea  or  dysentery',  the  curds  of 
milk  being  harmful  and  solid  food  unsuitable.  Alum  whey  and 
koumiss  may  be  of  service  in  such  cases,  and  nuitton  or  chicken  essence 
preferable  to  beef  essence.  To  promote  good  digestion  of  suitable 
nourishment  is  to  secure  the  first  line  of  defence  in  resisting  the  progi-ess 
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of  tuberculosis  in  any  part  of  the  body,  and  no  therapeutic  measures 
are  of  any  avail  in  default  of  this.  A  great  modern  error  is  to  be 
guarded  against.  It  is  now  sought  to  combine  food  and  physic  in 
numberless  preparations  foisted  on  the  practitioner  by  manufactui'ing 
chemists.  These  are  mostly  nauseous  and  harmful.  It  needs  good 
judgment  to  keep  "well  apart  food,  which  is  to  be  enjoyed  if  possible, 
and  2)hysic,  which  is  to  be  tolerated  only  so  far  as  is  necessary.  Too 
often  one  finds  the  stomach  oppressed  by  continual  alternations  of  food 
and  physic,  and  the  end  sought  is  not  attained.  Simplicity  and  orderly 
method  will  accomplish  much  more  than  an  elaborate  and  fanciful  scheme 
of  diet ;  and,  certainly,  in  the  earlier  stage  of  phthisis  the  patient  must 
not  be  too  much  regarded  as  an  invalid  to  be  coddled  and  stuffed.  We 
have  to  seek  robustness,  and  to  cultivate  all  the  bodily  powers  of  resist- 
ance. 

Coryza  ;  Common  Colds  ;  Febrile  Catarrh. — In  ordinary  catarrhal  states 
of  the  nasal,  faucial,  and  bronchial  mucous  surfaces  there  is  hardly  any 
justifiable  interference  with  the  usual  diet.  In  severer  febrile  attacks  a 
slop  diet  is  advisable,  and  alcohol  should  be  wdthheld.  It  is  a  common 
error  to  over-feed  and  over-stimulate  in  this  condition.  Animal  broths, 
well  salted,  milky  and  farinaceous  food,  with  plainly-cooked  vegetables, 
are  best.  Lemonade,  freshly  made,  and  taken  hot  at  bedtime,  is  an 
approved  remedj%  and  tamarind  tea,  barley  water  sweetened  with 
liquorice,  and  linseed  tea  are  all  useful  varieties  of  diluents.  A  diet 
restricted  in  liquids  has  been  recommended,  but  has  found  little  favour. 
During  the  course  of  a  progressiA^e  febrile  process  diluents  are  in  many 
M^ays  advisable. 

Diseases  of  the  Organs  of  Circulation. — Inflammatory  Conditions  of  the 
Heart  and  Pericardium. — In  these  cases  we  have  practically  to  do  with 
the  conditions  which  underlie  and  induce  the  several  disorders  in  ques- 
tion. These  relate  to  the  peccant  matter  of  rheumatism,  to  morbid 
blood-states  in  renal  diseases,  and  to  specific  toxtemia  due  to  bacillary 
invasion. 

The  diet  proper  for  patients  with  cardiac  complications  of  rheumatism 
is  mainly  that  for  febrile  states,  except  that  animal  broth  is  harmful. 
Milk  properly  diluted  and  farinaceous  food  only  are  allowable.  Rusks 
and  biscuits  soaked  in  milk,  bread  -  pap,  ai-rowroot,  simple  nursery 
puddings  (without  eggs),  and  mashed  potato  may  be  given.  In 
pericarditis  with  eftusion  the  diet  should  be  restricted  somewhat  in 
respect  of  fluids,  and  all  sources  of  flatulence  be  avoided.  The  pulse 
condition  will  determine  the  employment  of  alcohol. 

Malignant  ( Ulcerative)  Endocarditis.  —  In  malignant  endocarditis 
stronger  nutriment  is  necessary,  and  animal  broths,  eggs,  and  pounded 
meat  may  be  given,  and  spirit  or  wine  will  commonly  be  needed. 

Myocarditis.  —  Myocarditis  calls  for  the  use  of  alcohol  whenever 
recognised.  In  simple  rheumatic  pericarditis  stimulants  are  best  avoided 
as  far  as  possible. 
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Pericarditis  in  BrigMs  Disease. — In  these  cases  the  condition  of  the 
kidneys  determines  the  diet.  These  organs  are  inadequate  to  the  per- 
formance of  their  functions,  and  can  ill  bear  any  undue  work  throM-n 
upon  them.  A  milky  and  farinaceous  diet  is  suitable ;  lemonade  or 
imperial  drink  is  useful  ;  so  likewise  are  whey  and  koumiss.  Vomiting 
may  be  a  serious  complication,  and,  in  any  case,  the  prognosis  is  as  grave 
as  can  be. 

Valvular  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Complications  ;  Hypertrophy  ;  Dilatation. 
— The  main  objects  are  to  give  sufficient  supporting  food,  but  to  ensure 
its  digestion  with  comfort,  and  never  to  overload  the  stomach.  Gastric 
and  intestinal  catarrh  are  often  present,  and  a  light  diet  is  then  impera- 
tive. The  condition  of  the  kidneys  must  always  be  considered  together 
with  that  of  the  circulation,  and  no  less  the  state  of  the  pulse  in  respect 
of  arterial  tension.  Alcohol  is  commonly  useful  and  necessary,  and  no 
form  of  cardiac  valvular  disease  jjer  se  contra-indicates  it ;  in  aortic  reflux 
it  is  generally  advisable,  especially  in  advanced  stages,  and  some  should 
be  given  at  bedtime  in  addition  to  that  taken  with  meals.  When 
hypertrophy  of  any  cavity  is  sufficient,  especially  in  young  persons,  there 
may  be  no  need  for  alcohol.  When  dilatation  sets  in,  alcohol  is  valuable. 
In  the  latter  condition  it  is  well  to  restrict  the  amount  of  fluid  taken, 
a  "dry  diet"  being  advisable  and  productive  of  much  benefit.  Four  or 
five  small  meals  may  be  taken  in  the  course  of  the  day,  and  liquids 
taken  after  them.  Whey,  milk  and  lime  water,  or  milk  and  bicarbonate 
of  sodium,  are  useful  when  nausea  and  anorexia  are  present,  with  en- 
gorged liver  and  acute  gastro-enteric  catarrh.  Prudent  medication  in 
these  conditions  much  aids  the  appetite.  Imperial  drink  is  of  service, 
and  fresh  or  well-cooked  fruits  are  admissible.  Coffee  and  cocoa  are 
generally  better  than  tea,  though  the  latter  is  well  borne  by  many  people 
if  not  too  strong. 

Congenital  Malformations. — In  these  cases  gastric  catarrh  is  apt  to 
recur,  and  the  diet  must  be  adajjted  to  this  condition.  The  digestion 
is  feeble,  and  very  plain  food  suits  best.  Alcohol  is  only  needed  for 
cardiac  failure  in  the  later  stages. 

Functional  Heart  Disorders. — Overloading  of  the  stomach  and  even  a 
discreet  use  of  tea  and  coffee  may  cause  or  aggravate  some  of  these. 
Alcohol  is  not  advisable  in  tachycardia,  and  in  many  cases  of  infrequent 
and  intermittent  cardiac  action  it  is  unnecessary.  Each  case  requires 
special  study. 

Angina  Pectoris. — In  this  disorder  care  must  be  taken  to  provide 
small  and  digestible  meals,  especially  towards  evening.  The  specific 
character  of  each  case  must  determine  the  employment  of  alcoholic 
drinks. 

Exophthalmic  Goitre. — The  same  rules  apply  here  as  in  the  two  fore- 
going conditions.    Vomiting  and  diarrhoea  often  need  special  care. 

Aneurysms  ;  Arterial  Degeneration. — Much  benefit  is  to  be  derived  from 
a  more  or  less  close  practice  of  Tufnell's  dietetic  treatment.  This  is 
not  available  for  elderly  patients,  or  for  persons  with  aneur^'sm  and 
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aortic  reflux,  and  in  very  few  cases  is  it  a  successful  remedy.  One  main 
principle  of  the  plan  consists  in  a  small  intake  both  of  fluids  and  solids, 
the  chief  benefit  being  probably  derived  from  the  reduced  amount  of 
fluid.  Eight  ounces  of  fluids  and  ten  of  solids  may  be  enjoined  for  several 
weeks  on  a  bedridden  patient ;  a  Avater-bed  and  a  bed-pan  ai'e  imperative. 
In  summer  this  restriction  is  often  found  intolerable,  thirst  is  common, 
and  constipation  the  rule.  Two  or  three  ounces  of  j^ort  wine  form  part 
of  the  fluids.  The  latter  have  often  to  be  increased,  and  towards  the 
end  of  six  or  eight  weeks  the  whole  diet  is  gradually  increased.  A  modi- 
fication of  this  system  is  found  to  answer  well  in  most  suitable  cases. 
Some  lemon  juice  is  necessary  in  addition  to  this  dietary. 

The  subjects  of  arterial  decay  are  to  be  sparingly  fed,  but  some  wine 
is  commonly  advisable,  especially  in  elderly  persons.  The  condition  of 
the  kidneys  must  be  carefully  ascertained  before  enjoining  a  diet. 

Thromhosis  ;  Embolism. — The  jjarticular  feeding  of  patients  with  throm- 
bosis of  veins  Avill  depend  on  the  conditions  which  caused  it.  In  ansemic 
persons  good  diet  is  necessary,  with  alcohol.  In  gouty  2)ersons  a  very 
plain  diet  is  imperative,  and  alcohol,  if  required,  is  best  given  in  the  form 
of  diluted  spirit.  Abundance  of  green  vegetable,  such  as  spinach,  is  useful, 
and  any  cruciferous  vegetable.  Water -drinking  and  diluents  are  im- 
portant. 

The  presence  of  arterial  embolism  commonly  demands  a  good  diet, 
with  some  alcohol,  especially  in  elderly  patients. 

Diseases  of  the  Digestive  Organs. — Stomatitis. — Fluid  nourishment 
is  alone  to  be  employed  in  all  forms  of  stomatitis.  Milk  and  sodium 
bicarbonate  is  best,  and  should  be  given  tepid  or  warm.  Milk  arrow- 
root, and  a  little  brandy  with  it,  is  useful.  Yolk  of  egg  with  milk  is 
admissible.  After  feeding,  the  mouth  should  be  washed  out  with  warm 
boracic  lotion. 

Tonsilitis. — Supporting  liquid  nourishment  is  to  be  given.  Milk, 
beef  essence,  yolk  of  eggs,  and  port  wine  are  best ;  and  in  severe  cases 
these  must  be  firmly  pressed  in  spite  of  painful  deglutition.  Nutrient 
enemata  may  be  required  for  a  time. 

Oesophageal  Obstruction. — Concentrated  liquid  food  is  best,  and  Avhen 
this  no  longer  passes,  nourishment  must  be  given  by  a  small  tube,  with  a 
funnel-shaped  end,  worn  in  the  gullet,  its  lumen  being  kept  patent  by  a 
cat-gut  bougie,  both  being  affixed  to  the  side  of  the  mouth  by  diachylon 
plaster  (Symonds'  and  Berry's  method).  Rectal  feeding  is  usually  neces- 
sary in  addition,  or  by  the  stomach  directly,  if  gastrostomy  has  been 
performed. 

Gastritis  (acute). — Nutrient  enemata  are  best,  perfect  rest  being  given 
to  the  stomach.  Milk  and  soda  water  and  small  pieces  of  ice  may  be 
given  by  the  mouth  after  twenty-four  hours.  Subsequently,  milk  and 
sodium  bicarbonate,  with  barley  water,  custard  puddings,  and  yolks  of 
•eggs. 

Gastritis  (chronic). — Only  the  most  digestible  and  bland  nourishment 
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is  advisable.  Tea,  coffee,  and  alcohol  are  inadmissible.  Milk  and 
farinaceous  food,  soft  fresh  fish,  pounded  meat,  mutton,  chicken,  mashed 
potato,  and  lightly-l^oiled  fresh  eggs  may  be  given  in  small  quantities. 
Sugar  is  inadvisable.  Nourishment  is  to  be  given  at  regular  and  not  too 
long  intervals — every  three  or  four  hours. 

Dyspepsia,  Varieties  of. — Each  case  must  be  specially  studied.  Gener- 
ally the  diet  is  as  for  chronic  gastritis.  Many  idiosyncrasies  may  be 
noted  in  respect  of  tolerance  and  digestive  capacity.  Alcohol  ■will  aid 
in  some  forms,  given  with  or  just  after  a  meal,  and  painful  dyspepsia  will 
sometimes  yield  to  a  few  spoonfuls  of  hot  brandy  or  Avhisky  toddy  at  the 
end  of  a  meal.  Many  cases  do  best  without  alcohol  in  any  form.  Malt 
liquors  are  generally  inadvisable.  Excess  of  bread-eating  is  sometimes 
harmful.  Toast  or  "  pulled  "  bread  or  biscuits  often  well  replace  bread. 
Browned  and  over-cooked  fats  generally  provoke  acid  dyspepsia,  and  all 
rich,  twice -cooked,  or  highly- seasoned  dishes  are  inadmissible.  Small 
meals,  no  second  helpings,  avoidance  of  soups  and  of  much  liquid  with 
meals,  are  points  to  be  attended  to.  All  vegetables  should  be  sparingly 
used,  and  cooked  as  a  French  cook  always — and  an  English  cook  never — 
cooks  them.  Indulgence  in  the  SAveet  courses  is  a  fertile  source  of  acid 
dyspepsia,  and  indigestion  of  amylaceous  food  leads  to  the  same  in  more 
cases  than  is  generally  supposed.  Boiled  fish  and  plain  roasted  and 
gi'illed  meats  are  generally  well  digested,  also  custard  j^udding  and  light 
omelettes. 

Recumbency  is  to  be  avoided  after  meals,  and  no  brain-work  under- 
taken during  or  soon  after  them.  Solitary  meals  are  disastrous,  and 
that  customary,  but  very  unwholesome,  combination  the  tea-dinner  is 
to  be  avoided.  No  meals  should  be  taken  after  eight  o'clock  in  the 
evening.  Very  weak  tea  or  some  hot  water  may  be  taken  an  hour  after 
the  evening  meal.  A  glass  of  water  may  be  sloMiy  sipjjed  at  bedtime, 
but  no  alcohol  is  permissible  Avith  it.  Further  details  cannot  be  set 
forth  here.  No  food  is  advisable  between  meals,  and  full  intervals  of 
rest  must  be  secured  for  the  digestive  organs.  Many  strange  dietetic 
methods  for  treating  the  varieties  of  dyspepsia  are  in  vogue.  Of  all  of 
them  I  Avill  only  affirm  that  they  are  unwarrantable,  and  that  common 
sense  and  experienced  clinical  skill  will  effectually  secure  all  that  is 
attainable  for  the  permanent  welfare  of  the  patient. 

Gastric  Llcer. — Rest  to  the  stomach  is  the  keynote  of  treatment — 
nutrient  enemata  alone  being  employed  for  some  days.  A  little  water 
by  the  mouth  or  pieces  of  ice  may  be  taken,  but  even  this  may  be  in- 
advisable if  vomiting  be  urgent,  or  hajmatemesis  have  lately  occurred. 
Afterwards,  whey,  or  milk  with  lime  water  and  barley  water,  may  be  given, 
in  tablespoonful  doses,  each  cpiarter  of  an  hour  by  the  clock.  I  object 
to  peptonised  food  in  these  cases,  as  the  ulcer  may  be  injured  and  checked 
in  healing  thereby.  Subsequently,  milk  arroAvroot,  j^olk  of  egg,  biscuit 
powder  and  milk  in  thin  pap,  bread  crumbs  and  milk  in  fine  pappy 
condition,  and  milky  cocoa  (without  sugar)  may  be  given.  Beef  essence, 
liquid  jelly,  pounded  fish,  pounded  chicken  or  mutton  may  next  be  tried, 
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once  in  each  day,  and  the  effects  carefully  noted.  Vegetables,  fruits,  and 
alcohol  are  to  be  avoided.  Strict  confinement  to  bed  is  absolutely 
essential. 

Cancer  of  the  Stomach. — The  diet  is  as  for  ulcer  of  the  stomach. 
Peptonised  foods,  however,  are  admissible  when  there  is  no  vomiting, 
pain,  or  haemorrhage,  and  pultaceous  or  even  solid  food  may  be  remarkably 
well  borne.  Light  wine,  champagne,  dry  Moselle  wine,  or  port  wine  may 
be  employed.  A  teaspoonful  of  neat  brandy  sometimes  much  relieves 
pain  in  these  cases.  When  vomiting  is  rebellious,  iced  foods  and  well- 
aerated  waters  may  do  good.  Some  patients  tolerate  an  ordinary  mixed 
diet  very  well  if  the  pyloric  orifice  is  free. 

Pyloric  Stenosis  from  Cancerous  m-  Simple  Over-growths  ;  Gastric  Dilatation. 
— The  diet  here  is  as  for  chronic  gastric  catarrh.  Dilatation  from  pyloric 
stenosis  leads  to  retention  of  contents,  and  to  fermentative  decompositions, 
growth  of  sarcinse  ventriculi,  etc.  Washing  out  of  the  stomach  daily  or 
every  second  day,  before  the  principal  meal,  is  of  great  value,  and  amyl- 
aceous food  is  to  be  much  restricted.  Beef  essence,  yolk  of  egg,  custard, 
pounded  meat,  jellies,  and  milk,  with  some  diluted  alcohol,  are  admissible. 
Much  fluid  is  undesirable,  and  a  somewhat  dry  diet  is  to  be  enjoined. 

Intestinal  Diseases  ;  Enteritis. — The  food  should  be  the  same  as  for 
gastric  ulcer,  and  not  taken  too  hot. 

English  Cholera  ;  Cholera  nostras. — Milk  and  barley  water  with  a  little 
brandy  are  best  when  the  vomiting  subsides.  Chicken  and  mutton  l)roth 
are  preferable  to  beef  tea. 

Infantile  Enteritis. — Inquiry  is  necessary  as  to  the  mother's  milk.  If 
this  is  unsuitable,  diluted  cow's  milk,  one  to  two  or  three  of  barley  water 
and  lime  water,  ass's  or  goat's  milk  is  advisable.  Sterilised  milk  is 
often  desirable  ;  it  is  made  by  steaming  it  in  bottles  for  half  an  hour 
before  adding  the  lime  water.  If  milk  be' rejected,  malt  food  is  generally 
available  ;  or  raw  beef  juice,  or  Valentine's  essence  diluted  freely,  may  be 
tried.  Brandy  is  commonly  of  value,  especially  if  any  signs  of  collapse 
set  in.    The  feeding-bottle  must  be  kept  scrupulously  clean. 

Ulcerative  Colitis. — The  feeding  here  is  as  for  cases  of  dysentery  or 
chronic  diarrhoea.  A  drachm  of  fresh  suet  melted  into  a  pint  of  warm 
milk  is  useful  (the  "Lac  Sevi"  of  Guy's  Hospital),  and  malted  foods  are 
available. 

Typhlitis;  Perityphlitis. — Milk  diet  with  lime  water  or  sodium  bicar- 
bonate, whey,  mutton  essence.  Any  food  likely  to  leave  debris  of  tough 
or  irritating  matters  must  be  avoided.  If  vomiting  occur,  the  diet  should 
be  as  recommended  in  cases  of  peritonitis. 

Diarrhoea. — Milky  diet,  arrowroot  and  milk,  a  little  raw  arrowroot 
being  stirred  into  each  cupful.  Mutton  tea  with  rice ;  brandy  or  port 
wine  with  arrowroot.  Sometimes  equal  parts,  half  an  ounce  each,  of  old 
port  wine  and  good  brandy,  prove  useful,  taken  two  or  three  times  a  day 
when  exhaustion  occurs  after  severe  vomiting  and  piu-ging.  No  hot  food 
is  to  be  taken.  When  milk  disagrees,  veal  or  chicken  broth,  and  malted 
foods  may  prove  of  value.    AVhen  arrowroot  is  not  available,  a  few 
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spoonfuls  of  flour,  baked  to  a  light  brown  pastry  colour,  may  be  given 
with  water  or  milk. 

Diarrhcea,  as  a  symptom  of  tubercular  enteritis,  requires  similar  feed- 
ing, and  the  dietetic  treatment  of  diarrhcea  from  whatever  cause  must 
generally  be  the  same. 

Constipation. — The  diet  should  be  varied,  and  should  include  vegetable 
food  well  cooked,  especially  spinach,  fats,  oil,  fish  or  cooked  fruits,  broAvn 
bread,  oatmeal  porridge,  whole-meal  bread,  "parkin,"  gingerbread,  and 
molasses.  Cocoa  is  preferable  to  tea  or  coffee.  Half  a  pint  of  cold  water 
may  be  taken  before  breakfast,  and  the  same  at  bedtime.  Beef,  white 
bread,  cheese,  and  milk  favour  constipation. 

Intestinal  Obstruction. — The  feeding  in  these  cases  is  as  for  those  of 
peritonitis.  The  less  food  given  in  any  form  the  better.  Nutrient 
enemata  may  be  employed.  Hot  Avater  in  spoonfuls  is  useful,  and  whey. 
All  food  tending  to  leave  curd  or  debris,  as  milk,  is  to  be  avoided. 

Diseases  of  the  Lirer  ;  Jaundice. — In  cases  of  obstructive  jaundice  it  is 
advisable  to  limit  the  amount  of  farinaceous  and  fatty  foods.  Beef  and 
other  animal  foods  and  green  vegetables  are  best.  Milk  and  sodium 
bicarbonate  Avith  barley  water  is  advisable.  Water-drinking  is  certainly 
of  use.  Alcohol  should  be  avoided  as  a  rule.  However  induced  in  any 
patient,  the  diet  should  be  simple  and  unstimulating.  Extra  water- 
drinking  is  often  advisable,  and  Vichy  Avater  may  be  taken  to  the  extent 
of  fifteen  or  tAventy  ounces  in  the  day. 

Hepatic  Dyspepsia  ;  Lithcemia. — Plainly  cooked  animal  food.  Diminu- 
tion of  amylaceous  food  and  fatty  matters.  Avoidance  of  seasoned  and 
spiced  food.  Grilled  mutton  or  beef,  boiled  Avhite  fish,  spinach.  Sugar 
in  small  amount  and  fruits.  Claret  or  dry  Moselle  Avith  water,  or  Aveak 
spirit  and  Avater,  Avith  meals,  if  desirable.  Cold  or  hot  water  drinking  is 
advisable  between  meals. 

Cirrhosis  of  the  Liver. — In  this  condition  there  is  often  gastro-enteric 
catarrh  and  vomiting  of  ingesta.  Liquid  nourishment  in  small  quantities 
is  necessary.  Alcohol  is  to  be  Avithheld,  as  a  rule,  but  it  may  be  neces- 
sary to  employ  it  for  the  patient  even  if  contra-indicated  for  his  disease. 
In  many  cases  solid  food  may  be  given  Avith  adA^antage.  If  there  be 
much  ascites,  restriction  of  fluids  is  advisable. 

Cancer  of  the  Liver. — The  diet  in  these  cases  should  be  such  as 
can  best  be  digested.  Saccharine  and  fatty  matters  are  undesirable.  A 
little  alcohol  is  commonly  of  use,  Avell  diluted,  or  given  in  the  form  of 
champagne. 

Gall-stones. — Saccharine  and  fatty  matters  are  unadvisable.  Mutton 
fat  appears  to  favour  formation  of  biliary  calculi  if  taken  to  excess. 
Alcohol  should  be  moderately  employed,  if  at  all ;  it  is  best  given  in  the 
form  of  dry  Avhite  Moselle  Avine  Avith  some  sodic  mineral  Avater. 

Peritonitis. — Vomiting  and  thirst  are  troublesome  symptoms.  Small 
pieces  of  ice  to  suck  are  useful,  but  no  food  should  be  given  by  the 
mouth.  Hot  Avater  is  sometimes  Avell  borne.  Nuti'ient  enemata  are 
to  be  given,  consisting  of  milk,  animal  broth  and  yolk  of  egg,  in  quan- 
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tities  of  not  more  than  four  ounces,  every  four  or  six  hours.  Nutrient 
suppositories  are  available.  A  little  laudanum  may  be  added  to  each 
enema.  If  the  vomiting  is  in  abeyance,  alcohol  may  be  given  in  iced 
water  in  small  quantities.  After  abdominal  section  it  is  best  to  give 
no  food  by  the  mouth,  and  use  small  sips  of  hot  water  for  twenty- 
four  or  thirty-six  hours.  Small  nutrient  enemata  or  suppositories  may 
be  given. 

Chronic  Peritonitis  ;  Tubercular  Peritonitis;  Cancerous  Peritonitis. — The 
diet  must  be  adapted  so  as  to  avoid  any  articles  difficult  of  digestion  or 
likely  to  leave  irritating  debris  behind  them.  Nourishing  slop  diet, 
pounded  meats,  arrowroot  with  cream,  custards,  mutton  essence  and 
jelly  are  available.    Cocoa  and  malted  foods  are  good. 

Diseases  of  the  Blood,  Lymphatic  System,  and  Ductless  Glands. — 

Ancemia  ;  Chlorosis  ;  Pernicious  Ancemia. — The  dietary  must  vary  in  these 
cases  according  to  the  digestive  capacity  in  each  patient.  The  object  is 
to  supply  abundance  of  nourishment  in  a  readily  digestible  form.  Red 
meat,  milk,  eggs,  and  fats  are  needed.  The  possible  presence  of  associated 
gastric  ulcer  must  be  always  borne  in  mind  in  young  women,  and  appro- 
priate feeding  employed  if  there  be  even  a  suspicion  of  it.  Wine  is 
generally  necessary,  and  four  to  six  ounces  of  good  Bordeaux  or  Burgundy 
may  be  given,  or  four  ounces  of  port  wine  daily  with  food.  In  some 
cases  marrow  may  be  given  with  benefit,  and  this  is  well  worthy  of 
employment  in  cases  of  pernicious  ansemia.  The  marrow  from  grilled 
ox-bones  may  be  eaten  with  dry  toast  at  one  meal  each  day. 

ieMc/i«HiM.— Nourishing  food  is  necessary  in  this  disorder.  Marrow 
is  well  worthy  of  trial.    Some  generous  wine  is  also  advisable. 

Purpura. — Although  there  is  no  evidence  to  prove  that  this  disorder 
in  its  ordinary  forms  is  due  to  defect  in  diet,  a  simple  nourishing  dietary 
is  always  advisable,  together  with  a  plentiful  supply  of  milk.  Some 
wine  is  generally  useful. 

Scorbutus. — It  is  clearly  proved  that  deprivation  of  fresh  food,  vegetable 
or  animal,  is  the  essential  cause  of  this  disease.  It  suffices  to  add  this 
to  a  good  nourishing  diet  to  ensure  complete  recovery.  Lemon  juice  is  by 
itself  sufficiently  anti-scorbutic.  The  blood  is  deficient  in  alkalies.  The 
gums  being  spongy  and  tender,  and  the  teeth  loosened  in  severe  cases, 
it  is  necessary  to  employ  spoon-food.  Mashed  potato,  green  vegetables, 
especially  of  the  cruciferous  variety,  animal  broths,  softly-boiled  onions, 
eggs,  and  fresh  milk  are  then  advisable.  Red  wines  are  of  value. 
Freshly-made  lemonade  may  be  freely  given.  If  vegetables  are  not 
available,  fresh  meat  and  blood  prove  of  use  in  averting  scurvy.  In 
marine  or  other  expeditions  jjreserved  vegetables  and  fruits  should  be 
provided.  .  Vinegar  is  also  useful.  Lime  juice  should  be  served  out 
daily  in  quantities  of  one  ounce,  and  is  generally  mixed  with  10  per 
cent  of  rum  or  other  spirit  to  enable  it  to  keep  well. 

Hemophilia. — Great  care  is  necessary  to  ensure  that  all  food  taken 
is  readily  digestible.    Fish  should  be  given  in  place  of  excess  of  meat. 


4o6 


SYSTEM  OF  MEDICINE 


and  wine  be  sparingly  employed,  best  in  the  form  of  diluted  claret  with 
meals.  Note  is  to  be  taken  of  any  periodic  tendency  to  plethora.  When 
haemorrhages  occur  in  the  alimentary  tract  the  diet  should  be  that  employed 
in  cases  of  enteric  fever  with  similar  symptoms,  whey  and  thin  animal 
jellies  only  being  given. 

Myxcedema. — -The  modern  treatment  of  this  disease  is  carried  out  by 
supplying  with  the  food  thyroid  elements  in  the  form  of  various  pre- 
parations of  that  gland  taken  from  the  sheep.  This  dosage  must  be 
maintained  in  perpetuity  daily,  or  two  or  three  times  a  week,  in  order 
to  maintain  immunity  from  recurrence  of  the  disorder.  Nourishing 
food  and  a  little  wine  are  of  importance.  Tablets  or  elixir  of  thyroid 
gland  are  best  given  after  the  principal  meals,  and  the  patient  should 
remain  sitting  or  recumbent  for  half  an  hour  after  the  dose. 

Addison's  Disease. — Nourishing  diet  with  wine  is  necessary.  In 
exacerbations  with  vomiting  and  cardiac  depression  confinement  to  bed 
must  be  enjoined,  and  brandy  in  effervescing  Avater  or  iced  champagne 
and  soda  water  be  given.  A  small  quantity  of  brandy  or  liqueur  may 
advantageously  be  given  after  the  two  principal  meals  in  the  day. 
Oysters  are  often  useful. 

Hodgkin's  Disease ;  Lymphadenoma. — In  addition  to  a  full  nourishing 
diet,  good  results  may  be  met  Avith  from  the  use  of  marrow,  taken  daily, 
as  recommended  in  cases  of  pernicious  anaemia. 

Taherculosis  of  Lymph  Glands. — In  these  cases  the  diet  is  as  for 
pulmonary  phthisis.  Fatty  foods  are  of  much  value.  Cream,  suet  and 
milk,  malted  food  with  cream  or  milk.  Ass's  and  goat's  milk,  and  whey, 
the  latter  charged  with  calcium  chloride,  twenty  grains  to  the  pint,  are 
worthy  of  confidence. 

Diseases  of  the  Urinary  Organs ;  Acute  Tubal  Nephritis. — It  is  now 
acknowledged  that  milk  diet  alone  is  desirable  in  this  condition.  Some 
skill  is  requisite  to  ensure  its  digestion,  and  to  jirevent  aversion  from  it 
on  the  i^art  of  the  patient.  Fresh  skimmed  milk  is  best,  diluted  with 
one-third  part  of  barley  Avater.  This  may  be  alternated  with  Avhey. 
Draughts  of  distilled  or  Nieder-Selters  water  may  be  freely  given.  Only 
in  mild  forms,  or  when  the  kidneys  begin  to  secrete  actively,  should 
farinaceous  food  be  added.  Arrowroot,  rice,  or  well-made  gruel  may 
then  be  given.  Next,  bread  and  milk,  sago,  or  rice  and  milk,  bread  and 
butter.  Fresh  lemonade,  with  a  drachm  of  acid  tartrate  of  potassium  in 
each  pint  (imperial  drink),  may  be  given.  No  flesh  food  of  any  kind, 
or  eggs,  are  to  be  emjiloyed  in  the  acute  disorder ;  as  these  are 
cautiously  introduced,  the  effects  on  the  urine  must  be  noted  daily.  Any 
recurrence  of  haematuria  at  once  contra-indicates  flesh  food.  If  vomiting 
occur,  it  is  Avell  to  cease  administration  of  anything  but  iced  soda  water 
in  small  quantities. 

Chronic  Tubal  Nephritis. — The  diet  best  suited  is  that  just  advised 
for  recovering  stages  of  the  acute  form,  great  care  being  taken  at  first 
to  watch  the  effect  of  animal  (nitrogenised)  foods  on  the  amount  of 
albumin  eliminated.    Lemonade  and  green  vegetables,  such  as  spinach,  may 
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be  given  if  well  cooked,  also  fresh  fruits,  potatoes,  and  saccharo-farin- 
aceous  elements.  Fish  is  also  available,  and  may  be  alternated  with 
mutton  or  other  tender  meat.  The  patient,  and  not  the  disease,  has  to 
be  treated,  and  too  prolonged  dietetic  restrictions  of  a  pedantic  character 
may  lead  to  wasting  and  a  degree  of  low  health  incompatible  with 
ultimate  recovery.  There  are  worse  things  than  the  mere  loss  of 
albumin. 

Chronic  Interstitial  Nephritis. — The  best  diet  in  these  cases  is  that 
compatible  with  the  best  health  of  the  patient.  The  exact  degree  of 
adequacy  of  the  kidneys  must  be  gauged.  Fish,  vegetables,  and  farin- 
aceous foods  agree  best.  Animal  food  must  be  given  in  moderation,  if  at  all ; 
and  red  meat  not  more  than  once  in  the  day.  Alcohol  is  best  avoided, 
or  very  sparingly  allowed  with  one  meal  and  well  diluted.  Any  gouty 
element  in  a  case  must  be  appreciated.  The  high  arterial  pressure  so 
commonly  associated  with  granulating  kidneys  may  be  markedly  reduced 
by  diet  alone,  and  a  better  level  of  health  thus  maintained. 

Urcemia. — Milk  and  soda  water  or  whey  may  be  given.  If  vomiting 
is  urgent,  hot  water  may  prove  of  use,  and,  after  the  bowels  have  been 
well  cleared,  enemata  of  milk  (peptonised)  may  be  given  at  regular 
intervals. 

Lardaceous  Disease  of  the  Kidneys. — Milk  diet  is  useful,  and  may  also 
check  tendency  to  a  diarrhoea  due  to  the  lardaceous  disease  of  the 
digestive  mucous  tract,  which  is  commonly  associated  with  that  in  the 
kidneys.    In  other  respects  the  diet  is  as  for  chronic  nephritis. 

Eenal  Colic. — Warm  diluent  drinks  are  of  use,  unless  vomiting  is  re- 
bellious. 

Morbid  Upinary  Conditions  without  Disease  of  the  Kidneys. — 

Diabetes  Insipidus. — The  difficulty  here  is  to  meet  the  ardent  thirst. 
Ordinary  nourishing  diet  is  to  be  given,  and  large  amounts  may  be 
required  as  in  saccharine  diabetes.  Fluids  should  not  be  freely  taken 
with  or  immediately  after  meals.  Some  check  to  the  craving  for  fluids 
may  be  secured  by  permitting  only  warm  or  slightly  salt  water  to  be 
drunk  ;  but  it  is  cruel  and  unavailing  to  limit  materially  the  amount 
desired.  Some  Bordeaux  or  Burgundy  wine  may  be  given,  also  fresh 
lemonade. 

Diabetes  Mellitus ;  Glycosuria. — A  very  large  clinical  experience  is 
needed  in  order  to  determine  the  dieting  of  any  case  of  this  disease. 
Every  tiro  in  medicine  knows  what  articles  are  theoretically  prohibited 
for  diabetic  patients.  For  a  fuller  discussion  I  must  refer  to  the  article 
on  "  Diabetes."  The  dietary  may  be  either  strict  or  partially  so.  It  may 
need  to  be  strict  for  a  time,  with  subsequent  and  gradual  relaxation,  or, 
as  in  the  case  of  chronic  glycosuria  which  may  or  may  not  be  a  chronic 
form  of  diabetes  mellitus,  it  may  require  but  few  or  occasional  restric- 
tions. The  strict  diet  precludes  the  taking  of  starchy  and  saccharine 
elements.  This  is  a  severe  measure,  and  is  hardly  to  be  completely 
achieved  or  long  endured.    All  varieties  of  animal  food  and  white  fish 
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are  admissible  in  this  case  (with,  perhaps,  the  exception  of  liver), 
fat  in  all  forms,  cream,  milk  sparingly,  green  vegetables,  and  sugarless 
wines  and  spirits.  Bread-stuflis  can  only  be  represented  by  gluten  or 
almond  bread  or  cakes.  Tea,  coffee,  cocoa-nib  decoction,  and  cocoa  free 
from  starch  may  be  taken.  In  most  cases  this  dietary  causes  disgust 
after  a  few  Aveeks.  Weight  may  be  lo.st  or  gained  in  individual  cases 
while  submitting  to  it.  If  jiersisted  in,  patients  of  all  classes  may  become 
demoralised,  and  take,  by  subterfuge,  forljidden  articles.  Loss  of  sugar 
may  in  some  cases  be  well  borne,  but  the  deprivation  of  bread,  and 
the  substitution  for  it  of  the  sorry  stufT,  even  in  its  best  and  cost- 
liest form,  known  as  gluten  "  biscuits  "  and  cakes,  is  commonly  intolerable 
after  a  time.  Relaxation  of  rigid  rules  must  then  be  permitted  if  we 
are  to  treat  the  patient  and  not  merely  his  disease.  Toasted  stale 
bread,  and  bran  bread  made  of  the  finest  milled  bran,  may  be  given. 
Gluten  bi'ead  as  a  cake  may  be  soaked  and  toasted  with  plenty  of  butter, 
and  so  made  more  toothsome.  Loosened  teeth  have  to  be  reckoned 
with  in  severe  cases.  The  appetite  may  be  enormous,  and  no  stint  need 
be  exercised  in  either  solids  or  fluids.  Dieting  Avithout  medicinal  treat- 
ment is,  of  course,  in  many  cases  insufficient,  and  in  the  worst  forms 
the  strictest  diet  is  vxnavailing  to  check  the  disorder,  even  with  associated 
medication.    Each  case  is  a  study  in  itself. 

Cases  of  glycosuria  in  obese  persons  of  gouty  proclivity  call  for  no 
rigid  dieting,  starchy  food  being  taken  in  moderation,  and  sugar  omitted. 
Biscuits,  brown  bread,  or  toasted  white  bread  can  generally  be  taken,  and 
potatoes  occasionally  in  small  quantities ;  rice,  maccaroni,  beans,  and 
Jerusalem  artichokes  may  be  taken  at  intervals.  Spinach  is  always 
advisable  ;  sorrel,  rhubarb,  tomatoes,  and  fruits,  fresh  or  joreserved,  and 
jams  are  all  to  be  shunned.  Dry  Moselle  wines  and  sound  Bordeaux 
are  the  best  forms  of  alcoholised  fluids,  or  well-diluted  spirits.  Extra 
water-drinking  is  commonly  advisable,  or  Vichy,  Nieder-Selters,  Vals, 
St.  Galmier  water,  or  Saratoga  water  may  be  taken  from  time  to  time. 
A  coiu'se  of  a  dozen  bottles  in  a  month  is  very  suitable  in  the  case  of 
Vichy  (Celestins  spring)  or  Vals  water.  Sweet  courses  may  be  replaced  by 
light  omelettes.    Saccharin  may  be  used  to  simulate  the  sweetness  of  sugar. 

In  all  these  cases  regard  is  to  be  paid  to  the  general  health  and  well- 
being  of  the  individual  before  us,  and  the  bodily  weight  should  be 
regularly  ascertained  at  intervals. 

Chronic  Intoxications. — Alcoholism  ;  Delirium  Tremens. — The  diet  in 
these  cases  is  as  for  chronic  gastric  catarrh.  The  patient  is  practically 
starved,  and  must  be  well  fed  by  any  available  means.  Nasal  feeding  may 
be  necessary.  Milk,  strong  soup,  and  cofl"ee  are  useful.  Peptonised  foods 
may  find  a  place  here.  Alcohol  may  or  may  not  be  required  :  there  is 
no  hard  and  fast  rule  respecting  its  use.  A  pint  of  porter  or  bitter  beer 
may  prove  the  best  sedative  or  hypnotic  in  delirium  tremens.  If  pneu- 
monia occur,  stimulants  may  be  freely  needed,  but  the  complication  is 
most  grave.     In  chronic  alcoholism,  with  gastric  catarrh,  all  alcoholic 
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liquids  must  be  forbidden,  and  fluid  nourishment  be  given  till  the  appetite 
returns. 

Lead  Poisoning;  Colic;  Encephalopaihia ;  Paralyses;  Cachexia.  —  The 
diet  must  be  regulated  according  to  the  special  features  in  each  case. 
Vomiting  may  be  troublesome  before  colic  supervenes,  and  may  indicate 
uraemia  in  chronic  cases  with  granular  contraction  of  the  kidneys.  Milk 
and  beef  tea  are  best.  In  the  chronic  forms  fatty  food  is  very  useful. 
The  amount  of  nitrogenous  food  must  be  restricted  if  the  kidneys  are 
seriously  inadequate  to  their  functions. 

Diseases  of  the  Locomotopy  System. — Rheumatic  Fever. — AVithout 
doubt  the  most  satisfactory  diet  in  this  disease  is  that  of  milk  and 
farinaceous  matters.  Milk  and  barley  water,  bread  and  milk,  arrowroot, 
rice  and  milk,  are  the  only  allowable  articles  in  the  acute  stage.  Beef 
tea,  animal  broths,  and  nitrogenised  foods  are  positively  harmful,  and 
prevent  the  most  certain  medicinal  agents  from  acting  efficiently.  When 
all  pain  is  subdued,  and  the  temperature  remains  normal,  remedial  agents 
being  still  continued,  possibly  in  diminished  doses,  mashed  potato  may 
be  added  to  the  diet ;  chicken  broth  or  tender  white  fish  may  be  also 
carefully  tried.  Any  return  of  pain  or  fever  necessitates  recourse  to 
the  earlier  diet.  Relapses  are  certainly  induced  by  too  early  a  return  to 
animal  food,  however  simple,  and  the  employment  of  beef  tea  is  par- 
ticularly to  be  deprecated.  Alcohol,  as  a  rule,  is  best  withheld,  unless 
collapse  and  cardiac  failure,  as  from  pericarditis  or  myocarditis,  occur. 
A  relapse  is  practically  certain  if  medicines  be  omitted  and  better  diet 
be  simultaneously  pi^escribed.  The  return  to  ordinary  diet  should  be 
very  gradual. 

Chronic  Bheumatic  Arthritis;  Osteo-arthritis. — In  pure  cases  of  this 
disorder,  which  is  in  no  sense  rheumatic  gout,  the  diet  should  be 
abundant  and  very  nourishing ;  it  may  include  meat,  milk,  fatty, 
farinaceous,  and  vegetable  foods,  and  alcohol  or  wine  in  any  form.  A  full 
supply  of  cruciferous  vegetables  is  advisable. 

Gout,  Acute  and  Chronic. — In  acute  gout,  in  young  persons,  a  restricted 
diet  is  essential,  and  should  consist  for  the  most  part  of  milk  and  farin- 
aceous food.  In  older  patients  the  diet  may  be  more  liberal,  and  include 
fish  and  green  vegetables.  Young  persons  may  require  no  alcohol,  older 
patients  sometimes  do  better  with  diluted  alcohol  only  at  one  or  two 
meals  in  the  day.  There  are  many  diversities  of  opinion  as  to  the 
dietary  of  the  gouty,  both  during  acute  attacks  and  in  the  intervals. 
Some  physicians  recommend  animal  food  to  be  freely  taken,  and 
allow  wine,  others  urge  a  contrary  system.  The  fact  is  that  there 
is  no  treatment  for  gout,  but  much  for  gouty  patients.  The  age, 
antecedents,  type  of  case,  condition  of  organs  and  tissues,  all  require  to 
be  carefully  considered  in  each.  Farinaceous  food  in  excess  may  be 
gout-provoking  for  some  who  do  well  on  a  moderate  allowance  of  animal 
food.  Some  patients  can  take  fruit  or  port  wine  with  impunity, 
others  suffer  very  soon  from  such  a  course.    Without  question  the 
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majority  do  best  on  a  moderate  mixed  diet  of  articles  they  can  digest 
with  comfort,  care  being  taken  to  avoid  excess  in  any  one  of  them. 
Indulgence  in  the  sweet  courses,  in  rich  dishes,  in  varieties  of  Avine  and 
malt  liquor,  in  burnt  fats  and  jams,  and  in  large  evening  meals,  is 
commonly  gout  -  provoking.  Any  wines  employed  should  be  well 
matured  and  of  good  quality.  Mature  spirit  and  water  is  better  than 
any  wine  when  gout  is  threatening.  The  aged  commonly  require  a  little 
wine.  AVater- drinking  is  certainly  beneficial  between  meals.  Fresh 
fats,  starch,  and  sugar  have  no  direct  influence  on  the  production  of  uric 
acid.  Caution  is  necessary  in  the  use  of  meat,  fowl,  game,  and  cheese. 
Bread,  rice,  green  vegetables,  and  fruit  may  generally  be  taken  freely. 
Salt  meats  and  salt  should  be  used  very  sparingly  by  the  gouty.  Sherr}", 
Madeira,  Burgundy,  and  Khine  wines  are  inadvisable.  Champagne,  of 
the  best  quality,  and  not  less  than  six  or  eight  years  old,  may  be 
occasionally  taken  by  many  gouty  persons.  Dry  Moselle  and  some 
Bordeaux  wines  are  the  least  harmful,  but  of  these  the  quantity  taken 
should  be  moderate.  Mature  port  wine  may  sometimes  agree  well,  and 
not  provoke  gout,  but  the  quantity  is  to  be  measured  by  a  very  few 
ounces.  Diluted  whisky  or  gin  may  generally  be  well  borne,  but  should 
only  be  taken  Avith  food. 

In  subjects  of  gouty  cachexia  and  tophaceous  gout  the  diet  should  be 
as  supporting  as  the  adequacy  of  the  kidneys  Avill  permit.  Much  harm 
may  come  in  many  gouty  cases  from  withholding  alcohol.  Such  a  plan 
is  occasionally  imperative,  but  each  case  must  be  carefully  considered  by 
itself,  and  no  routine  practice  is  possible. 

Gonorrlmal  Synovitis. — After  the  severer  pains  have  passed  away  it  is 
necessary  to  give  a  good  diet  to  these  patients.  The  disorder  is  a  lower- 
ing and  depressing  one,  and  the  level  of  general  health  must  be  maintained 
as  far  as  possible. 

liachitis. — The  main  treatment  of  rickets  consists  in  improving  the 
diet.  Weaning  is  necessary,  and  cow's,  ass's,  or  goat's  milk  substi- 
tuted :  this  must  be  diluted  according  to  the  age  of  the  patient,  and 
lime  water  and  cream  may  be  added.  Beef  juice,  chicken  and  veal  broth, 
beef  gravy,  pounded  mutton,  yolk  of  egg,  are  all  advisable,  and  one  or 
two  meals  of  granvilated  malt  dissolved  in  milk  are  certainly  valuable. 
Mashed  potato,  with  milk  or  gravy,  is  useful.  Condensed  milk  is  most 
undesirable.    Cod  liver  oil  I  regard  as  almost  a  part  of  the  dietary. 

Infantile  Scurvy. — This  disorder  is  practically  a  variety  of  rickets, 
with  hijemorrhagic  and  scorbutic  tendency  superadded.  The  same  diet  is 
necessary  here  as  for  rickets,  fresh  milk  and  purde  of  potatoes  being 
especially  valuable.  Orange  or  lemon  juice,  diluted  and  sweetened,  and 
grapes  may  be  given  daily  in  small  quantities. 

Diseases  of  the  Skin. — Parasitic.  Diseases. — In  the  varieties  of  parasitic 
skin  diseases  it  is  important  to  secure  the  highest  general  nutrition.  In 
ringworm  it  is  found  advantageous  to  employ  milk  and  fatty  food  freely, 
and  a  thoroughly  good  digestible  diet. 
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Erythemata. — A  rheumatic  element  is  often  present  in  many  of  these 
manifestations,  but  it  can  hardly  be  specifically  reached  by  dietetic 
measures.  Chilblains  attack  persons  of  this  habit,  and  those  of  gouty  in- 
heritance, with  some  frequency.  A  good  diet,  with  some  wine,  is  often 
helpful  in  preventing  their  occurrence. 

Urticaria. — The  diet  should  be  jjlain,  and  personal  idiosyncrasies 
should  be  noted  as  to  the  influence  of  fruit,  honey,  shell-fish,  or  certain 
wines. 

Eczema.  —  Much  benefit  is  to  be  derived  from  precautions  in  diet 
in  many  varieties  of  eczema.  Condiments  should  be  dispensed  with 
altogether,  or  as  far  as  possible.  Sugar  and  salt  are  sometimes  pro- 
vocative, and  highly -seasoned,  salted,  and  concentrated  foods,  and  even 
ham  and  bacon,  should  be  avoided.  Vinegar  and  even  fresh  fruits  are 
sometimes  harmful.  Tomatoes,  sorrel,  and  rhubarb  are  inadvisable. 
Soups  are  not  seldom  to  be  placed  in  the  same  category.  A  gouty 
tendency  is  often  expressed  in  eczema,  and  the  dietetic  management  for 
the  former  is  commonly  eflfectual  in  disposing  of  outbursts  of  the  latter. 
In  acute  diffused  eczema  the  diet  should  be  that  suitable  for  a  febrile 
condition. 

Pityriasis  rubm  ;  Exfoliative  Dermatitis. — Good  diet  is  certainly  helpful 
in  many  of  these  cases.    The  general  level  of  nutrition  is  commonly  low. 

Psoriasis. — The  diet  in  these  cases  should  be  that  recommended  for 
eczema.  Thyroid  feeding  has  certainly  proved  of  benefit  in  some  cases, 
and  may  be  tried. 

Acne  vulgaris;  Gutta  rosacea. — Some  variety  of  dyspepsia  is  commonly 
associated  with  these  disorders.  Plain  food,  with  avoidance  of  alcohol, 
seasoned  and  hard  meats,  coff'ee,  cheese,  pickles,  and  much  fat,  is 
advisable. 

Lupus. — The  tubercular  nature  of  this  disorder  naturally  suggests  a 
diet  which  is  suitable  for  those  so  disposed.  Of  late  some  good  results 
have  been  obtained  by  thyroid  feeding  as  for  myxoedema. 

Boils;  Carbuncles. — The  most  satisfactory  diet  when  these  disorders 
are  in  progress  is  a  milky-farinaceous  one,  without  stimulant.  If  there 
is  obvious  debility  an  ordinary  good  diet  is  necessary,  and  wine  may  be 
given.  Otherwise  it  is  better  to  reserve  the  use  of  wine  till  the  sloughs 
are  sepai'ating.  One  or  two  ounces  of  fresh  yeast  (brewer's  barm),  taken 
several  times  in  the  day,  has  been  found  of  use  where  successions  of  boils 
are  in  progress.  It  is  important  to  recognise  any  associated  gouty  or 
giycosuric  condition  in  these  cases,  and  of  course  to  modify  the  diet 
accordingly. 

Atrophy. — The  dietetic  treatment  of  this  condition  must  vary  Avith 
the  essential  cause  of  it  in  every  case.  Some  degree  or  variety  of 
dyspepsia  is  often  a  cause,  and  inability  to  take  appropriate  nutriment  is 
also  often  an  underlying  condition.  Digestive  incapacity  for  starch  and 
milky  food  may  have  to  be  overcome,  and  effort  is  to  be  made  to  give  a 
fair  proportion  of  these  with  fatty  and  albuminoid  stuff.    Oatmeal  gruel. 
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malted  food,  with  milk,  yolk  of  egg,  oysters,  tender  meats,  game,  fat 
ham,  cream,  butter,  cocoa,  and  porter  are  all  of  service  if  they  can  be 
digested.  Half  an  ounce  of  rum  in  half  a  pint  of  warm  new  milk  may 
be  given  before  leaving  bed  each  morning,  and  a  fat  mutton  chop,  with 
half  a  pint  of  draught  porter,  constitutes  an  appropriate  luncheon. 
Custard  pudding  with  Devonshire  cream,  or  suet  and  milk  (a  drachm  of 
fresh  beef  suet  dissolved  in  half  a  pint  of  hot  milk),  are  worthy  of  trial. 

In  the  foregoing  article  I  have  endeavoured  to  set  before  the  reader 

the  general  principles  relating  to  clinical  dietetics  as  adapted  for  patients 

suffering  from  various  morbid  conditions.     It  will  be  understood  that 

nothing  herein  recommended  can  ever  replace  the  necessary  and  associated 

medicinal  and  other  means  which  are  requisite  in  order  to  favour 

restoration  to  health.    Diet  may,  and  can  do  much  in  this  direction, 

but  the  clinical  practitioner  must  conduct  as  well  the  dietetic  as  the 

other  therapeutical  measures  in  each  case,  and  if  he  fail  at  the  same 

time  to  manage  his  patient,  neither  the  one  nor  the  other  will  avail 

him  to  promote  the  sole  object  of  his  art,  which  is  to  ensure  the 

recovery  of  the  sick.  .^^  _ 

Dyce  Duckworth. 
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THE  DIET  AND  THERAPEUTICS  OF  CHILDREN 

Although  on  account  of  his  special  constitutional  peculiarities  the 
young  child  bears  but  a  faint  resemblance  to  the  fully-developed  adult, 
in  one  respect  the  likeness  is  close  enough.  It  is  that  young  children, 
like  their  elders,  dift'er  curiously  amongst  themselves  not  only  in  general 
digestive  capacity,  but  also  in  their  individual  ability  to  assimilate  this 
or  that  kind  of  food.  One  baby  thrives  upon  fare  which  is  innutritious 
if  not  actively  hurtful  to  another ;  so  that  to  prescribe  a  dietary  for  a 
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young  infant  is  to  engage  in  an  experiment  whicli,  if  it  do  not  succeed  at 
once,  may  require  many  changes  in  detail  before  it  can  be  brought  to  a 
successful  issue. 

So  long  as  the  infant  can  be  fed  from  the  breast  all  is  likely  to  go 
well ;  for  in  human  milk  he  meets  with  a  digestible  and  amply  nutritious 
fluid  which  he  swallows  straight  from  the  gland,  pure  and  uncontaminated 
by  germs.  There  are  few  children  who  do  not  thrive  when  thus  fed, 
provided,  of  course,  that  the  suppl}''  of  milk  be  sufficient  and  its  quality 
good.  But  so  many  mothers  are  unable  to  nurse  their  babies  that  a  large 
proportion  of  infants  have  to  be  brought  up  by  other  means.  The 
problem  is  to  imitate  the  natural  food  of  which  the  child  has  been 
deprived.  The  more  closely  this  can  be  done,  the  better  the  prospect  of 
rearing  the  infant  with  success. 

To  be  accurately  adapted  to  the  wants  of  the  infant,  the  required 
food  must  contain  all  the  elements  of  nutrition  as  nearly  as  possible  in 
the  proportions  observed  in  human  milk ;  it  must  be  well  within  the 
powers  of  the  stomach  so  as  to  leave  little  undigested  residue  to  ferment 
in  the  bowels  and  be  a  source  of  mischief ;  it  must  be  fresh  and  in  good 
condition ;  and,  lastly,  to  be  a  perfect  food,  it  should  contain  a  sufficient 
proportion  of  the  vitalising  element — whatever  that  may  be — which 
endows  it  with  its  antiscorbutic  properties.  Now  milk  contains  in  itself 
all  the  elements  of  nutrition  \  and  the  milk  of  many  animals  approaches 
human  milk  in  composition  more  or  less  closely.  Any  of  these  may  be 
used ;  but  practically  we  are  forced  for  convenience  sake  to  .  fall  back  upon 
cow's  milk,  which  is  always  at  hand  ;  and  this  can  be  adapted  to  our 
purpose  without  much  difficulty. 

As  compared  with  human  milk,^  the  milk  of  the  cow  contains  a 
larger  proportion  of  curd,  but  is  deficient  in  sugar  and  to  a  small  extent 
in  fat.  To  bring  it,  then,  to  the  standard  of  human  milk  it  must  be  diluted 
and  sweetened.  But  this  is  not  enough.  The  curd  of  cow's  milk 
coagulates  in  one  large,  tough  lump  which  resists  digestion ;  while  that 
from  the  human  breast  forms  a  light,  loose  clot  which  is  easily  penetrated 
by  the  digestive  fluids.  AVhen,  therefore,  cow's  milk  is  used,  steps  must 
be  taken  to  prevent  this  firm  clotting  of  the  curd.  If  we  add  to  the  milk 
some  thickening  material  the  particles  of  curd  are  kept  apart,  so  that 
when  the  casein  coagulates  in  the  infant's  stomach  by  the  action  of  the 
gasti'ic  juice  the  clot  consists,  primarily  at  any  rate,  of  a  multitude  of 
little  lumps  of  curd  instead  of  one  solid  mass.  For  the  thickening 
material  some  form  of  starch  is  often  used ;  but  as  this  is  difficult 
of  digestion  by  the  young  child,  barley  water  is  to  be  preferred.  Barley 
water  itself  contains  starch,  but  in  comparatively  small  quantity 
and  very  finely  divided.  It  rarely  disagrees,  and  when  mixed  Avith  a 
fourth  part  of  milk  suits  the  large  majority  of  new-born  infants.  The 

^  For  purposes  of  comparison  Dr.  V.  A.  Meigs'  (1)  analysis  is  sitbjoined  : — 
Water.         Sugar.       Casein.         Fat.  Asli. 
Woman's  milk       87-163       7-407       1-046       4-283  -101 
Cow's  milk  88-549       4-898       2-792       3-310  -451 
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meal  should  be  sweetened  with  white  sugar ;  and  it  is  imjjortant  that  the 
barley  water  should  be  freshly  made,  for  it  cannot  be  given  with  safety 
if  more  than  six  hours  old.  If  the  cow's  milk  be  used  uncooked  as  it 
is  delivered  to  the  house,  it  retains  all  its  antiscorbutic  properties  : 
on  the  other  hand,  in  this  state  it  is  i^robalily  loaded  with  germs  of 
various  kinds,  which  may  indeed  be  harmless,  but  may  be  capable 
of  exciting  dangerous  fermentations,  or  conveying  the  seeds  of  serious 
disease.  Epidemics  of  diphtheria  and  scarlatina,  as  well  as  bowel  com- 
jjlaints  of  great  gravity,  may  owe  their  origin  to  impure  milk.  Un- 
fortunately, boiling  the  milk  renders  it  less  active  as  an  antiscorbutic  ; 
but  it  is  wiser  to  make  this  sacrifice  for  the  sake  of  avoiding  the  greater 
evil,  and  to  use  milk  which  has  been  boiled  or  sterilised.  If  the  latter, 
it  is  best  to  add  the  barley  water  to  the  milk  Isefore  sterilisation,  i  and  to 
allow  the  child  to  suck  the  mixture  from  the  sterilising  bottle  fitted  with 
a  mouth-piece. 

This  method  of  feeding  is  to  be  preferred  to  the  common  plan  of 
giving  milk  and  water  alkalised  with  a  third  part  of  lime  water.  The 
lime  water  acts  by  partially  neutralising  the  gastric  juice,  so  that  a  con- 
siderable proportion  of  the  milk  j^asses  uncoagulated  from  the  stomach 
and  is  digested  in  the  bowels.  Healthy  babies  doubtless  often  thrive 
upon  this  food,  although  thus  deprived  of  a  yery  important  agent  of 
digestion. 

It  may  hapj^en  that  the  new-born  infant  has  a  sjjecial  inability  to 
digest  fresh  cow's  milk.  In  that  case  he  will  often  do  well  for  the  first 
few  months  upon  condensed  milk  and  water  ;  but  cow's  milk  sterilised 
and  thickened  with  barley  water  should  be  tried  again  after  an  interval, 
varying  the  proportion  of  milk  in  the  mixture  to  suit  the  child's  digestive 
capabilities,  for  an  infant  who  is  greatly  overtasked  by  a  third  part  of  milk 
may  digest  a  sixth  with  ease.  No  effort  should  be  spared  to  enable  the 
child  to  digest  the  fresh  milk,  for  condensed  milk  is  a  very  undesirable 
food  for  him  after  he  is  three  months  old.  In  all  cases  of  difficulty,  cow's 
milk  peptonised  in  the  house  should  be  tried,  and  will  often  agree.  We 
should  also  never  fail  to  inquire  as  to  the  cleanliness  of  the  feeding- 
bottle  and  the  times  of  feeding.  Much  may  often  be  done  by  careful 
regulation  of  these  matters. 

The  temj^erature  of  the  meal  should  be  95",  and  the  food  can  be 
easily  warmed  to  this  heat  by  placing  the  bottle  in  a  small  basin  filled 
with  hot  water.  The  quantity  given  in  the  first  Aveek  should  be  a 
couple  of  ounces,  but  more  will  very  soon  be  required.  The  regulation 
of  quantity  is  a  matter  of  small  importance.  If  a  proper  interval  be 
allowed  for  digestion  the  quantity  taken  at  each  meal  may  be  left  safely 
to  the  child  himself.  A  very  young  baby  can  be  trusted  to  stop  sucking 
when  he  has  had  enough,  and  any  excess  which  may  have  l)een  swallowed 
is  usually  regurgitated  without  effort  shortly  after  the  meal. 

Children  may  do  well  for  the  first  six  months  upon  milk  and  barley 

^  Milk  sterilised  in  the  house  by  Sohxtet's  apparatus  is  greatly  to  be  preferred  to  that 
supplied  by  a  company. 
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water  alone  ■\\dthout  any  change  ;  but  often  they  require  more  variety  in 
their  food  :  in  all  cases  where  the  digestion  is  difficult,  and  has  to  be 
humoured,  variety  in  the  diet  is  too  important  a  stimulus  to  be  neglected. 
Sooner  or  later,  then,  the  question  of  "  Infants'  Foods "  has  to  be  con- 
sidered. All  these  are  preserved  or  tinned  foods,  and  therefore  destitute 
of  antiscorbutic  properties.  On  this  account  they  are  only  allowable  as 
aids  in  the  diet,  for  cow's  milk,  when  this  can  be  borne,  must  always  be 
our  mainstay. 

The  tinned  foods  may  be  divided  into  four  classes,  namely — 

I.  Milk  concentrated  by  evaporation  to  the  consistence  of  thick  cream 
and  preserved  with  sugar  or  malt. 

II.  Milk  desiccated  and  mixed  with  partially  converted  starch. 

III.  Foods  consisting  of  wheaten  flour  more  or  less  completely  digested, 
or  mixed  with  malt  or  pancreatine. 

IV.  Foods  consisting  merely  of  the  flour  of  some  cereal  baked. 

All  these,  as  foods,  leave  something  to  be  desired  ;  for  besides  that  none 
of  them  possesses  antiscorbutic  properties,  all  are  found  in  some  respects 
to  be  faulty  as  nutritives.  According  to  the  analyses  of  Dr.  A.  Stutzei- 
(2)  of  Bonn,  most  are  lacking  in  fat ;  and  in  many  the  amount  of  protein  is 
too  small  and  its  proportion  to  the  other  nutritious  matters  too  narrow. 
Some  are  weak  in  bone -forming  material ;  others  contain  insoluble 
carbohydrates  (unconverted  starch)  in  excessive  quantity,  and  therefore 
trying  to  the  digestive  capacities  of  an  infant.  But  although  beneath 
the  standard  of  perfect  nutrients,  and  ill  fitted  to  be  for  long  together  the 
sole  nourishment  of  a  young  child,  these  foods  are  by  no  means  useless. 
As  additions  to  the  cow's  milk,  providing  supplementary  nourishment, 
furnishing  material  for  flattering  the  palate  and  giving  variety  and  relish 
to  the  meals,  their  value  is  great.  For  infants  who  cannot  digest  fresh 
cow's  milk  we  find  in  the  foods  containing  desiccated  and  condensed  milk 
a  fair  temporary  substitute;  and  even  if  the  inability  prove  permanent, 
we  can  often  by  this  means  and  a  little  management  maintain  the  child 
in  a  fair  state  of  nutrition  until  he  is  of  an  age  to  supply  the  deficiencies 
of  his  dietary  by  other  means. 

The  choice  of  the  food  is  of  great  importance.  Class  I.,  which 
contains  the  syrupy  condensed  milks,  should  be  reserved  for  the  first 
three  months  of  life.  Dr.  Eotch  (3)  advises  that  these  milks  be  diluted 
with  nine  parts  of  water,  and  that  20  per  cent  of  cream  be  added  to 
supply  the  deficiency  in  the  fat.  This  should  be  about  a  teaspoonful  of 
cream  to  the  bottle  of  food.  The  only  other  tinned  food  allowable  at 
this  age  is  Mellin's  Food,  which  belongs  to  Class  III.  In  this  the  starch 
is  almost  completely  pre-digested  and  converted  into  dextrine  and 
maltose.  One  or  two  teaspoonfuls  may  be  added  to  each  alternate  meal 
of  milk  and  barley  water  for  the  sake  of  giving  variety.  Starches  are  to 
be  used  for  infants  below  the  age  of  six  months  with  great  caution. 
The  secretion  of  saliva  is  very  small  for  some  time  after  birth,  and  does 
not  become  free  until  the  third  month  ;  and  the  pancreatic  secretion  is 
very  scanty  for  the  first  six  months  of  life,  and  does  not  acquire  its  full 
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diastasic  action  for  some  months  longer.  Up  to  the  age  of  six  months 
starch  should  only  be  given  when  guarded  with  a  digestive,  as  in  the 
malted  foods  or  Benger's  pancreatic  food.  Later  it  may  be  tried 
cautiously  and  in  small  quantity  without  this  safeguard,  in  the  form  of 
baked  flour  or  a  rusk,  l)ut  always  with  milk.  Any  of  the  foods  in  Class 
IV.  may  be  used  at  this  time. 

The  child  should  be  fed  every  two  hours  for  the  first  six  weeks  ;  then 
the  interval  between  the  meals  can  be  gradually  increased,  and  the  meals 
themselves  made  larger  and  more  satisfying.  When  a  tinned  prepara- 
tion is  used  it  must  not  be  added  to  the  milk  until  the  meal -time 
comes  round,  for  if  the  food  be  allowed  to  stand  ready  made  it  quickly 
begins  to  ferment. 

It  would  be  out  of  place  here  to  refer  to  the  various  derangements 
which  may  affect  the  hand-fed  infant,  or  the  changes  in  the  diet  which 
such  disorders  require.  The  reader  should  consult  special  treatises 
for  information  upon  these  important  points.  It  will  be  sufficient  to 
state,  as  a  general  rule,  that  Avhenever  digestion  is  difficult  and  the 
nutrition  of  the  child  unsatisfactory  we  should  aim  at  plenty  of  variety 
in  his  meals  ;  that  we  should  not  persevere  with  a  food  which  is  found 
not  to  agree ;  and  that  as  cooked  milk  is  weak  in  antiscorbutic  properties 
we  must  be  always  on  the  watch,  while  using  it,  for  early  signs  of 
infantile  scurvy.  It  may  also  be  remarked  that  healthy  digestion 
depends  in  a  great  measure  upon  the  general  management  of  the  infant. 
Soiled  linen  should  be  removed  from  the  nursery  without  delay,  and  the 
room  should  be  frequently  ventilated  so  as  to  keep  the  air  fairly  pure. 
Great  ^attention,  too,  should  be  paid  to  warmth  of  the  child's  feet  and 
legs ;  and  the  washing  of  his  body  should  be  carried  out  as 
quickly  as  i)ossible  and  without  undue  exposure.  An  infant  whose  feet 
are  habitually  cold  never  has  a  good  digestion ;  and  many  a  fatal  attack 
of  gastritis  has  owed  its  origin  to  a  chill  contracted  by  careless  exjiosure 
in  or  after  the  daily  bath. 

At  the  end  of  the  first  twelve  months  the  infant  may  be  allowed  for 
his  dimier  some  weak  veal  or  chicken  broth  thickened  with  barlej^  and 
strained.  On  alternate  days  he  may  take  the  yolk  of  a  new-laid  egg 
lightly  boiled  or  beaten  up  with  milk.  At  this  time  it  is  advisable  to 
accustom  the  child  to  take  food  from  a  cup  or  sjwon,  so  as  gradually  to 
wean  him  from  the  bottle ;  and  when  he  enters  upon  his  second  year  a 
light  pudding  made  from  sponge  cake  or  rusk  may  be  given  two  or  three 
times  a  week. 

Meat  must  not  be  allowed  until  the  child  is  sixteen  months  old  :  he 
may  then  begin  to  take  a  little  underdone  mutton  chop.  At  first  this 
should  be  pounded  in  a  mortar  and  rubbed  through  a  wire  sieve ;  but 
after  a  month  or  so  it  Avill  be  sufficient  to  mince  it  very  finely.  It  is 
imi)ortant  that  all  changes  made  in  the  diet  be  made  cautiously  and  with 
judgment.  A  time  should  be  chosen  when  the  child  is  happy  and 
cheerful,  digesting  without  trouble  and  sleejiing  quietly,  and  the  new 
food  must  be  given  in  small  quantity  at  first.    A  change  made  when  the 
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child  is  teething  or  fretful  or  restless  at  night  is  hardly  likely  to  be 
attended  with  success.  At  first  meat  should  be  given  twice  a  week  only. 
On  other  days  the  dinner  should  consist  of  strong  soup  with  some  well- 
boiled  vegetable,  such  as  cauliflower,  vegetable  marrow,  or  tender  French 
beans.  Once  or  twice  a  week  the  child  may  take  some  chicken  or  boiled 
fish.  Potatoes  are  not  to  be  allowed  every  day ;  and  batter  pudding, 
and  puddings  made  from  bread  and  rusk,  are  to  be  preferred,  as  less 
purely  farinaceous,  to  rice,  sago,  and  tapioca ;  although  the  latter  are,  no 
doubt,  sanctioned  by  nursery  tradition  and  prejudice.  But  an  excess  of 
starch  in  their  diet  is  to  be  avoided  for  growing  boys  and  girls.  At  no 
time  of  life  do  young  children  find  the  digestion  of  starch  an  easy 
matter ;  and  it  is  unwise  to  overload  them  with  a  food  which  fattens  but 
gives  little  strength,  and  is  but  too  apt  to  make  them  lethargic  and  dull. 
Beef  and  mutton,  as  a  rule,  they  can  digest  without  difficulty.  I  have 
been  told  many  times  that  this  child  or  that  could  digest  no  meat,  but 
have  always  found  that  it  was  not  the  meat,  but  the  potato  eaten  with  it 
which  disagreed.  Cold  meat,  again,  is  as  harmless  as  hot ;  and  minces 
and  hashes  are  not  to  be  withheld  from  children  through  any  groundless 
fear  of  "  twice  cooked  "  meat.  Nursery  superstitions,  like  other  delusions, 
die  hard ;  but  dishes  in  which  the  meat  is  merely  warmed  through  with- 
out being  really  cooked  a  second  time  are  innocent  enough.  At  all  ages 
variety  in  diet  is  to  be  aimed  at ;  and  ham  and  tongue  (thinly  sliced) 
and  bacon  for  breakfast,  help  to  lighten  the  monotony  of  the  daily  meals 
and  stimulate  the  digestion  as  well  as  gratify  the  palate. 

A  word  may  be  said  as  to  the  arrangement  of  the  meals.  Arbitrary 
custom  ordains  that  the  two  substantial  meals  of  the  day — the  breakfast 
and  dinner — must  be  confined  to  six  hours  out  of  the  twenty -four ;  and  that 
for  the  remaining  eighteen  hours  the  child  must  take  nothing  but  milk 
and  bread  and  butter,  with  the  addition,  perhaps,  of  cake  or  a  little  jam. 
This  arrangement  answers  fairly  well  with  sturdy  subjects  who  can  be 
prepared  with  an  appetite  at  the  prescribed  times,  although  even  with 
these  a  more  rational  distribution  of  their  food  is  to  be  preferred.  But 
many  children,  especially  those  who  are  anaemic  and  fragile,  cannot  thus  be 
hungry  at  command.  Often  in  the  forenoon  they  do  not  care  to  eat  at 
all.  They  hardly  touch  breakfast,  and  only  trifle  with  the  mid-day 
dinner.  Towards  evening,  however,  the  appetite  improves,  and  at  five  or 
six  o'clock  they  would  eat  a  hearty  meal  if  allowed  to  do  so.  For  years 
in  these  cases  I  have  adopted  the  plan  of  ordering  a  substantial  meal 
towards  the  end  of  the  day,  at  the  time  when  the  child  is  best  disposed 
to  take  it ;  and  if  the  more  fermentable  articles,  such  as  sweets  and 
potatoes,  be  excluded  from  the  menu,  and  a  good  hour  before  bedtime  be 
allowed  for  digestion,  I  have  rarely  found  the  patient  anything  but  the 
better  for  the  change.  In  these  cases  a  little  stimulant  is  often  a  help  in 
improving  the  appetite  and  aiding  digestion.  It  should  be  given  with 
the  principal  meal.  I  often  order  the  St.  Raphael  wine,  but  any  sound 
wine  will  usually  agree  provided  it  be  not  acid.  I  think  a  good  Burgundy 
is  to  be  preferred  to  a  claret.  Alcohol  must  be  regarded  strictly  as  a 
VOL.  I  2  E 
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medicine  in  the  case  of  a  child,  and  is  not  to  be  ordered  except  to  serve  a 
temporary  purpose.  It  has  no  tonic  properties,  and  must  be  discontinued 
when  the  appetite  improves. 

Diet  enters  so  largely  into  the  treatment  of  children's  diseases,  and 
the  rate  of  recovery  may  be  so  influenced  by  a  judicious  selection  of  the 
food,  that  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  these  matters  is  indispensable  to 
success  as  a  practical  therapeutist.  Children,  especially  young  children, 
are  more  dependent  than  adults  upon  a  daily  supply  of  nourishment,  and 
suff'er  more  in  proportion  if  this  be  withheld.  The  digestion  fluctuates 
from  day  to  day  in  strict  relation  to  the  general  health  ;  and  flags  at  once 
when  this  is  impaired.  In  acute  disease  with  a  high  temperature  the 
digestive  power  is  very  limited,  and  in  order  that  the  nutritive  supply  be 
not  cut  oft'  altogether,  the  food  provided  must  be  of  the  lightest  and  most 
digestible  kind.  But  "light"  food  is  not  to  be  taken  to  mean  farinaceous 
food.  Starches,  especially  when  cooked  with  milk,  are  ill-suited  to  such 
a  condition,  and  must  be  given,  if  given  at  all,  with  great  caution,  or  they 
may  do  harm.  As  a  thickening  material  for  broth  they  are  more  useful, 
and  beef-tea  thickened  with  tapioca  or  arrowroot  will  often  agree  when 
a  common  tapioca  pudding  only  excites  discomfort  from  acidity  and 
flatulence.  It  is  important  to  realise  early  that  rice  and  sago  and  such- 
like puddings  are  not  "  light "  or  easily  digestible  foods ;  and  that  to  task 
a  disordered  or  weakened  stomach  with  such  highly  fermentable  mateiial 
in  a  case  of  acute  illness,  or  during  an  early  stage  of  convalescence  from 
grave  disease,  is  to  aggravate  the  symptoms  and  seriously  retard  recovery. 
In  the  dieting  of  febrile  diseases  in  the  child  the  rules  which  regulate 
the  hand-feeding  of  infants  should  be  observed.  Starch  should  not  be 
given  with  milk  unless  guarded  by  a  digestive ;  and  milk  itself,  if  not 
23eptonised,  must  be  thickened  with  barley  water  or  gelatine.  The  meat 
jellies  and  cold  extracts  of  meat  agree  well  with  children  beyond  the  age 
of  infancy,  if  not  given  too  liberally.  The  quantity  allowed  in  each  case 
is  to  be  determined  by  the  strength  of  the  child  and  the  state  of  his 
stomach.  A  rise  of  temperature,  disturbed  sleep,  or  discomfort  after  the 
meal,  may  be  taken  to  show  that  the  quantity  must  be  reduced.  So, 
also,  if  during  convalescence  the  urine  be  habitually  thick  with  lithates 
it  is  usually  a  sign  that  the  patient  is  being  over-fed. 

It  is  often  curious  to  note  the  immediate  improvement  which  takes 
place  in  the  condition  of  a  sick  child  when  an  excessive  dietary  is  reduced, 
and  the  food  l)oth  in  quantity  and  quality  is  adapted  with  judgment  to 
the  enfeebled  powers  of  the  patient.  But  it  is  not  enough  to  see  that 
nourishment  is  assimilated  with  little  eff"ort ;  we  have  also  to  take  care 
that  waste  products  are  freely  eliminated ;  that  the  bodilj^  heat,  if 
excessive,  is  controlled ;  and  that  the  skin,  the  kidneys,  and  the  bowels 
are  encouraged  to  the  full  discharge  of  their  duties.  Moreover,  we  must 
be  careful  to  enforce  proper  rest,  and  to  have  the  air  of  the  room  main- 
tained at  a  suital)le  temperature  and  frequently  renewed. 

The  constitutional  peculiarities  of  the  young  child  have  an  imjDortant 
bearing  upon  the  treatment  of  disease  in  early  life.    The  curious  sensitive- 
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ness  of  the  nervous  system  gives  an  especial  value  to  counter-irritants  of 
the  skin  and  external  applications  generally.  Amongst  these  remedies 
baths  take  the  first  place.  The  hot  bath  (100"  F.)  is  an  important 
general  stimulant  in  cases  of  extreme  depression  either  from  haemorrhage, 
profuse  diarrhoea,  vomiting,  pulmonary  collapse,  severe  nervous  shock,  or 
any  other  depressing  agency.  When  used  with  this  object,  the  child 
must  not  remain  longer  than  three  or  four  minutes  in  the  hot  water. 
This  bath  can  be  made  more  stimulating  by  the  addition  of  flour  of 
mustard  in  the  proportion  of  one  ounce  to  each  gallon  of  water.  The 
mustard  is  first  mixed  into  a  paste  with  cold  water,  and  is  then  squeezed 
through  a  piece  of  fine  muslin  into  the  bath. 

The  warm  bath  (90°  F.)  calms  excitement,  allays  spasm,  and 
induces  sleep.  It  is  useful  in  cases  of  reflex  convulsions  and  every  form 
of  nervous  agitation.  Its  diaphoretic  action  makes  it  of  great  service  in 
Bright's  disease,  especially  if  the  child  Ije  afterwards  wrapped  in  blankets 
to  keep  up  the  action  of  the  skin.  The  duration  of  the  Avarm  bath  should 
be  from  fifteen  to  twenty  minutes. 

The  cold  douche  (65°-70°  F.)  is  only  useful  in  the  morning  before 
breakfast.  If  given  rapidly  it  is  a  bracing  tonic  for  children  in  whom 
the  system  responds  readily  to  the  shock.  Even  pallid,  delicate  subjects 
derive  great  benefit  from  it  if  proper  precautions  be  taken  to  promote  a 
healthy  reaction.  In  the  case  of  a  weakly  child  the  patient  should  be 
first  rapidly  sponged  in  a  hot  bath  (100°),  and  should  receive  the  douche 
as  he  sits  in  the  hot  water.  Immediately  afterwards  he  should  be 
wrapped  up  undried  in  a  hot  blanket,  and  returned  for  a  few  minutes  to 
his  bed.  Eeaction  is  hastened  if  the  child  drink  a  cup  of  hot  milk  ten 
minutes  before  being  put  into  the  water.  This  is  the  only  way  in  which 
cold  or  nearly  cold  water  can  be  used  to  advantage  with  children  whose 
nutrition  is  at  fault.  The  cold  sponging  so  often  employed  is  highly 
objectionable  for  such  patients  on  account  of  the  long  exposure  it  involves. 
Even  when  the  douche  is  used  as  described  above,  its  temperature  must 
be  carefully  adjusted  to  the  readiness  of  reaction  shown  by  the  patient. 
Some  children  respond  best  to  a  comparatively  low  temperature,  while 
others,  Avhose  power  of  reaction  is  slight,  require  a  douche  of  75°  or  even 
80°,  and  are  depressed  instead  of  strengthened  if  the  water  be  colder. 

There  is  another  method  of  using  water  externally,  which  is  sometimes 
of  the  highest  value.  In  cases  of  ptomaine  poisoning,  with  or  without 
vomiting  or  diarrhcea,  the  skin  loses  its  elasticity  more  or  less  completely, 
so  that  when  pinched  up  it  lies  in  loose  folds  upon  the  abdomen.  This 
state  of  skin  is  probably  a  sign  of  imperfect  action  of  the  kidneys,  for 
the  urinary  secretion  at  the  time  is  almost  invariably  scanty,  and  is  some- 
times suppressed.  At  any  rate,  unless  the  elasticity  of  the  skin  can  be 
restored  the  patient  will  almost  certainly  die.  It  is  my  custom  in  these 
cases  to  pack  the  child  in  a  large  towel  wrung  out  of  cold  water,  or  of 
water  containing  a  sixth  part  of  eau  de  Cologne  or  brandy,  and  to  keep 
him  well  covered  and  packed  in  with  many  blankets  for  hours  together. 
At  the  end  of  every  three  hours  the  child  is  unswathed,  rubbed  dry,  and 
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repacked  as  before.  After  some  hours  of  this  treatment  the  kidneys 
begin  to  act  more  freely  and  the  skin  to  recover  its  elasticity.  I  have 
kept  young  children  thus  packed  for  twenty-four  hours  together,  with 
the  very  best  results ;  for  if  by  this  means  the  elasticity  of  the  skin 
return,  the  prospects  of  the  child's  recovery  are  very  materially  improved. 
This  form  of  blanket  bath  should  be  reserved  for  cases  where  it  is  desired 
to  increase  the  action  of  the  skin  or  kidneys.  It  cannot  be  relied  upon 
to  lower  the  temperature  when  this  is  high ;  for  unless  the  process  set  up 
copious  perspiration,  the  heat  of  the  blankets  increases  the  pyrexia  instead 
of  lessening  it.  Children  as  a  rule  bear  high  temperatures  well ;  but  if 
the  bodily  heat  exceed  105°  steps  must  be  taken  to  reduce  it.  The 
plan  I  prefer  consists  in  wrapping  the  patient  in  a  sheet  wrung  out  of 
cold  water,  and  covering  merely  Avith  another  dry  sheet.  Under  this 
treatment  the  temperature  quickly  falls ;  and  if  the  pyrexia  have  been 
accompanied  by  convulsions  or  great  excitement,  the  nervous  disturbance, 
as  a  rule,  quickly  subsides,  and  the  child  sinks  into  a  quiet  sleep. 

Of  the  baths  above  described  the  hot  and  mustard  baths  may  be 
considered  as  counter-irritants  and  general  stimulants.  Children  respond 
well  to  counter-irritation,  whether  this  be  used  generally  or  locally.  In 
cases  of  bronchitis  or  catarrhal  pneumonia,  long-continued  counter-irrita- 
tion with  mustard  poultices  diluted  with  four  or  five  times  the  quantity 
of  linseed  meal,  and  thoroughly  mixed,  is  of  the  utmost  service.  A  large 
weak  poultice  kept  on  the  skin  for  six  or  eight  hours  is  to  be  preferred, 
as  a  rule,  to  a  stronger  application  used  for  a  shorter  period  ;  but  in  cases 
of  imminent  danger,  where  an  immediate  effect  is  required,  a  mustard 
leaf  or  even  dry  cupping  of  the  back  will  often  produce  speedy  relief. 
Mustard  leaves,  however,  and  violent  applications  such  as  blisters,  are 
not  to  be  recommended  in  the  case  of  babies  and  the  younger  children, 
and  must  be  used  with  caution  even  Avith  older  subjects  who  are  cachectic 
or  ill-nourished  ;  for  troublesome  ulcerations  or  even  gangrene  of  the  skin 
are  occasionally  seen  to  follow  their  use.  Moreover,  it  must  be  remem- 
bered that  a  blister  is  equal  to  a  burn  of  the  third  degree,  and  may  have 
a  seriously  exhausting  effect  upon  a  weakly  child.  In  a  properly  selected 
case,  however,  the  value  of  this  form  of  counter-irritation  is  great.  In 
peri-  and  endo-carditis  no  time  should  be  lost  in  having  recourse  to  it.  I 
believe  I  have  often  succeeded  in  cutting  short  an  attack  of  pericarditis 
by  a  timely  blister ;  and  the  value  of  a  vesicant  in  promoting  absorption 
when  the  pericardial  sac  is  full  of  fluid  admits  of  no  reasonable  doubt. 
In  such  a  case,  when  used  to  a  young  child,  the  blister  must  be  of  small 
size,  and  must  be  kept  in  contact  with  the  skin  for  a  short  time  only. 
Thus  it  can  be  applied  for  two  hours  to  a  child  of  three  years  old,  and 
half  an  hour  longer  for  each  additional  year  of  life.  If  the  blister  have 
not  formed  when  the  irritant  is  removed,  a  bread-and-water  poultice  will 
soon  cause  it  to  rise  up.  In  cases  of  exceptional  delicacy  of  skin  a  sheet 
of  oiled  tissue-paper  may  be  interposed  between  the  blister  and  the 
surface  to  be  acted  on,  as  recommended  by  Bretonneau. 

Frictions  of  the  skin  with  almond  oil  or  stimulating  liniments  are 
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useful  in  various  conditions.  Threatened  collapse  of  the  lung  may  often 
be  averted  by  this  means ;  and  if  atelectasis  have  occurred,  persevering 
friction  with  strong  counter-irritants  may  do  much  in  helping  the  lung 
to  re-expand.  In  whooping-cough  the  use  of  rubefacient  embrocations  is 
held  in  high  esteem  as  a  domestic  remedy ;  and  in  all  cases  of  chronic 
disease  friction  of  the  surface  combined  with  systematic  massage  of  the 
muscles  has  a  general  as  well  as  a  local  value.  In  chronic  digestive 
derangements  the  skin  is  often  dry,  scaly,  and  inactive.  For  this  con- 
dition the  application  of  warm  almond  oil  becomes  a  useful  resource. 
The  patient  is  first  well  sponged  in  a  bath  of  hot  soap-suds,  then  quickly 
dried,  and  freely  anointed  all  over  the  body  with  the  warm  oil.  He  is 
then  put  to  bed  in  a  flannel  night-dress  or  wrapped  in  a  blanket.  The 
efficacy  of  a  few  repetitions  of  this  treatment  in  improving  nutrition  and 
making  the  skin  soft  and  supple  is  remarkable. 

Children  are  very  easily  depressed  by  acute  disease,  so  that  it  is  im- 
portant to  watch  for  early  signs  of  failure.  On  this  account  alcoholic 
stimulants  take  a  high  place  among  internal  remedies,  and  a  few  doses  of 
this  medicine  will  often  in  a  few  hours  completely  alter  the  aspect  of  a 
case,  and  turn  the  scale  in  favour  of  recovery.  In  chronic  disease,  also, 
the  effect  is  equally  beneficial.  It  is  a  matter  of  common  observation  at 
the  East  London  Hospital  for  Children,  that  the  young  patients  who  are 
enfeebled  and  wasted  by  privations  of  all  kinds,  combined  with  long-con- 
tinued ill-health,  often  make  no  response  to  the  action  of  drugs  until  their 
exhausted  energies  have  been  revived  by  a  few  doses  of  wine  or  brandy. 

The  rapidity  with  which  nutrition  suffers  in  early  life,  when  any 
hindrance  arises  to  the  easy  assimilation  of  food,  gives  great  value  to  all 
invigorating  remedies.  But  tonics  are  not  to  be  ordered  indiscriminately. 
It  is  of  small  use  to  prescribe  iron  or  the  mineral  acids  for  a  sickly- 
looking  child  merely  because  he  is  anaemic  and  weakly,  and  leave 
unnoticed  a  chronic  gastric  derangement  which  is  the  cause  of  his  poor 
appetite  and  feeble  digestion.  The  dyspepsia  must  first  be  treated  with 
alkalies  and  stomachics,  and  by  a  judicious  limitation  of  the  more  ferment- 
able articles  of  food,  before  tonics  can  be  given  with  any  good  result.  As 
the  digestion  is  liable  to  suffer  in  all  the  ailments  of  childhood  the  alkalies  are 
perhaps  the  most  useful  of  our  remedies.  By  this  means  Ave  check  the 
excessive  secretion  of  mucus  and  neutralise  acidity.  Moreover,  the 
addition  of  an  antiseptic,  such  as  spirits  of  chloroform,  and  of  warming 
aromatics,  arrests  fermentation  and  reduces  flatulence.  At  this  period  of 
life,  whenever  alkaline  remedies  are  prescribed,  an  aromatic,  such  as 
cinnamon,  dill,  or  peppermint,  should  always  be  included  in  the  mixture. 

When  tonics  are  given  the  dilute  nitro-muriatic  acid  is  very  useful 
with  small  doses  of  nux  vomica ;  and  children  take  quinine  with  great 
benefit  if  the  dose  be  not  too  small.  After  any  of  the  infectious  fevers 
quinine  is  always  indicated.  A  child  of  twelve  months  old  will  take  a 
grain  three  times  a  day ;  and  half  a  grain  may  be  added  for  each  year  of 
the  child's  life  until  a  dose  of  three  grains  is  reached.  This  can  be  given 
three,  four,  or  six  times  in  the  day  as  may  seem  desirable.    The  usual 
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doses  ordered  for  children  are  too  small  ;  for  young  patients  are  not  at 
all  susceptible  to  the  alkaloid,  and  rarely  suffer  from  cinchonism.  Cod 
liver  oil  is  the  favourite  remedy  for  every  foim  of  wasting  or  pallor. 
The  oil  is  only  useful  when  the  digestion  is  in  fair  order,  and  should 
never  be  given  to  a  bilious  or  dyspeptic  child.  It  is  usually  administered 
in  quantities  far  too  large.  A  child  of  twelve  months  old  can  rarely 
digest  more  than  ten  drops  at  one  time,  and  a  teaspoonful  should  be  the 
maximum  dose  at  any  age. 

The  dosage  of  medicine  for  children  is  often  a  cause  of  some  per- 
plexity. Of  certain  drugs  they  show  a  curious  tolerance.  Belladonna 
they  can  take  in  large  doses,  for  although  a  few  drops  of  the  tincture 
may  bring  out  the  characteristic  rash,  this  is  not  a  symptom  of  excess,  and 
has  no  relation  to  the  size  of  the  dose.  To  opium,  as  is  well  known,  they 
are  keenly  susceptible.  It  is  wise  to  prescribe  this  narcotic  in  very  small 
quantities,  but  to  repeat  the  dose  as  frequently  as  may  be  necessary.  If 
this  be  done,  and  we  give  directions  that  the  child  is  never  to  be  waked 
up  to  take  his  medicine,  we  need  have  no  fear  of  his  becoming  narcotised. 
In  connection  with  this  subject  it  may  be  remarked,  that  infants  who  are 
being  drugged  by  unscrupulous  nurses  with  "  soothing  syrups,"  or  other 
opiates,  invariably  show  it  by  symptoms  which  are  characteristic  enough 
to  the  experienced  eye.  The  child  lies  in  a  drowsy  state  with  contracted 
pupils,  he  often  vomits,  his  bowels  are  obstinately  confined,  his  water 
is  scanty,  and  his  skin  is  curiously  inelastic.  If  this  combination  of 
symptoms  be  noticed  in  a  young  baby,  we  have  the  strongest  reasons  for 
suspecting  the  secret  administration  of  a  narcotic. 

Antipyrin,  like  quinine,  children  take  well ;  and  arsenic  and  iodide  of 
potassium  may  be  given  to  patients  of  four  years  old  and  upwards  in  the 
doses  usually  prescribed  for  the  adult.  Ergot,  digitalis,  and  lobelia  are 
other  remedies  which  may  be  ordered  with  a  liberal  hand.  The  making  of 
these  and  other  drugs  palatable  to  young  children  is  far  from  easy.  The 
bitterness  of  quinine  it  is  impossil)le  to  disguise  completely ;  but  it  may 
be  modified  by  giving  it  suspended  in  glycerine  and  water.  Nauseous 
powders  are  best  given  in  "cachets  "  ;  and  young  children  soon  learn  to 
swallow  them.  It  is  wise  to  avoid  the  use  of  syrups  for  sweetening  pui-- 
poses  :  there  are  few  illnesses  in  young  people  which  are  not  complicated 
by  a  certain  amount  of  gastric  disturliance  ;  and  the  quantity  of  sugar 
contained  in  the  syrups  must  provide  additional  material  for  fermentation, 
and  excite  acidity  and  flatulence.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  medicated 
syrups,  which  are  manufactured  so  largely,  are  often  the  cause  of  great 
discomfort  to  the  patient,  if  not  of  Avorse  evils  ;  the  syrup,  by  increasing 
the  digestive  derangement,  may  l)e  more  productive  of  ill  than  the  drug 
dissolved  in  it  is  of  good.  j,^^^^^^  g^^^^^ 
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NURSING  1 

Tending  the  sick  has  risen  to  the  dignity  of  a  profession,  and  a  special 
training  is  required  for  those  who  undertake  it.  The  keynote  of  good 
nursing  is  an  intelligent  obedience,  only  attainable  by  systematic  education. 
Women  who  wish  to  be  nurses  need  practical  skill,  powers  of  observation, 
and  tact  in  dealing  with  various  idiosyncrasies.  They  must  also  remember 
that  time  is  needed  in  which  to  gain  these  qualities  and  the  knowledge 
which  experience  alone  can  give. 

Hospitals,  which  offer  facilities  for  regular  instruction  both  in  theory 
and  practice,  have  become  training  schools  for  nurses.  Order,  method, 
punctuality,  obedience  are  part  of  the  groundwork  of  a  training  school ; 
but  to  these  must  be  added  thoroughness,  promptness,  accuracy  in 
observing  and  correctness  in  reporting  observations,  and  a  loyal  attitude 
towards  doctors  and  patients.  The  whole  art  of  trained  nursing  depends 
upon  the  maintenance  of  this  attitude.  Nurses  are  bound,  by  their  very 
position,  to  render  loyal  obedience  to  medical  men.  It  is  not  their  duty 
to  suggest  or  initiate  treatment  of  any  kind,  except  by  express  permission 
or  in  some  sudden  emergency.  They  have  no  responsibility  whatever 
save  that  of  faithfully  obeying  orders,  and  the  higher  the  discipline  the 
more  readily  this  is  recognised. 

With  regard  to  patients,  the  gravest  fault,  short  of  negligence,  is  love 
of  gossip,  personal  or  professional.  To  talk  to  patients  about  their 
ailments  and  treatment,  to  describe  other  cases  to  them,  to  indulge  them 
in  medical  histories,  and  to  discuss  th&  comparative  merits  of  medical  men, 
work  infinite  harm ;  especially  to  those  of  nervous  temperament  who  are 
chiefly  disposed  to  seek  such  confidences.  It  is  true  a  nurse  is  often  at 
a  loss  to  interest  her  patients,  but  to  gratify  unwholesome  curiosity, 
to  criticise  methods  of  treatment,  or  to  reveal  private  affairs  learned  in 
the  course  of  her  profession,  is  most  reprehensible. 

Age  for  Tpaining. — While  probationers  are  being  thus  educated  they 
are  also  instructed  in  the  special  branches  of  the  work.  The  demands 
upon  physical  power  and  mental  assimilation  are  alike  heavy,  and  should 
not  be  undertaken  too  soon  in  life.  From  23  to  24  is  the  earliest  age  at 
which  a  nurse  should  begin  her  training.  Even  in  children's  hospitals  to 
accept  younger  probationers  is  an  error.  The  actual  strain  of  lifting, 
moving,  etc.,  may  not  be  so  heavy ;  but  the  incessant  watchfulness, 
cheerfulness,  and  absolute  self-control  necessary  in  dealing  with  children 
are  a  heavier  task  than  is  usually  supposed. 

G-eneral  hospital  training  may  be  divided  into  surgical  and  medical 
work,  and  the  probationers  are  moved  from  ward  to  ward  at  the 
discretion  of  those  in  charge  of  the  training.    For  the  sake  of  order  and 

^  I  have  asked  Miss  Hughes  to  write  this  article  for  me  in  order  that  medical  men 
may  know  what  to  expect  of  their  nurses — not  that  I  for  a  moment  suppose  any  one  of 
my  readers  to  be  unfamiliar  with  the  smallest  of  these  bedside  services. — Ed. 
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discipline  this  power  should  be  vested  in  the  matron,  herself  a  trained 
nurse,  who  is  guided  by  the  reports  of  the  "  sisters "  or  "  charge 
nurses  "  of  the  different  wards. 

Surgical  Ward  Work  ;  Ventilation. — The  first  essential  in  a  surgical 
ward  is  pure  air,  the  second  absolute  cleanliness.  On  the  nurse  devolves 
the  management  of  windows  and  ventilators  so  as  to  obtain  the  maximum 
of  change  of  air  with  the  minimum  of  draught.  Common  sense  must  be 
brought  to  bear  on  the  matter ;  the  direction  of  the  wind  and  its 
effect  on  the  ventilating  arrangements  of  the  ward  must  be  considered, 
so  as  to  avoid  a  through  draught,  also  the  nature  of  the  warming 
apparatus,  whether  open  fireplaces  or  hot  pipes,  and  its  position  in  regard 
to  doors  and  windows.  The  usual  temperature — from  50°  to  60°  F. 
— should  be  recorded  at  regular  intervals  during  the  twenty-four  hours, 
and  freshness  must  be  equally  maintained  day  and  night. 

Absolute  cleanliness  applies  to  every  detail  of  a  ward,  from  the 
patients  and  their  beds  to  the  smallest  appliance  and  fitting.  Dusting 
means  not  merely  moving  the  offending  material,  but  removing  it  from 
every  part  of  the  walls,  floor,  furniture,  etc.  A  damp,  not  wet  duster  is 
most  effectual  ;  and  if  desired,  it  can  be  used  with  a  disinfectant. 
Floors  should  be  sprinkled  before  sweeping,  and  the  bedstead  of  every 
patient  dusted  daily. 

Every  appliance  must  be  scrupulously  cleansed,  no  stains  nor  fur 
allowed  on  utensils,  test  tubes,  etc. ;  strong  soda  water  or  spirits  of  salt 
(applied  with  a  mop)  will  cleanse  any  glass  or  earthenware  vessel,  but 
the  latter  must  not  be  used  for  metals,  nor  for  lavatories,  on  account  of  the 
metal  fittings.  Bedsteads,  bedding,  mackintoshes,  splints,  etc.,  must  be 
kept  absolutely  clean. 

Surgical  cleanliness  is  a  higher  matter  than  general  cleanliness.  It  aims 
at  the  destruction  of  every  germ  ;  bacteria  are  not  merely  to  be  removed, 
they  should  be  non-existent. 

This  is  attained  by  boiling  all  glass  and  metal  appliances  for  twenty 
minutes,  maintaining  the  temperature  at  212°  F.  Dressings,  sponges, 
wool  pads,  are  also  sterilised,  and  kept  hermetically  sealed  till  the  moment 
they  are  needed.  Other  antiseptic  dressings,  such  as  sal-alembroth, 
cyanide,  etc.,  have  the  same  object  in  view  ;  and  here  the  most  careful 
watchfulness  is  demanded  from  the  nurse  that  she  shall  not  nullify  the 
treatment  by  any  such  careless  action  as  laying  down  a  dressing,  scissors, 
or  any  of  the  appliances  on  an  undisinfected  surface.  She  must  herself 
be  scrupulously  clean  in  person  and  dress,  and  her  hands  must  be 
carefully  kept,  with  short  clean  nails. 

Cleansing  of  Hands. — In  attending  upon  the  surgeon,  or  in  preparing 
for  dressing  cases,  etc.,  her  hands  may  be  rendered  free  from  suspicion 
by  first  thoroughly  washing  in  hot  water,  using  carbolic  soap  and  nail 
brush  freely  ;  hands  and  forearms  are  then  immersed  in  strong  Condy's 
fluid  for  a  minute,  the  stains  being  next  removed  by  the  use  of  a  saturated 
solution  of  oxalic  acid.  After  drying,  they  are  again  soaked  in  -g-^ 
solution  of  perchloride  of  mercury,  and  may  then  be  considered  as  really 
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cleansed.  This  process  does  not  take  long,  and  is  especially  necessary 
in  moving  from  any  doubtful  case  to  another  patient. 

A  knowledge  of  the  various  strengths  of  disinfectant  and  antiseptic 
lotions  is  important  to  the  nurse. 

(a)  Perchloiide  of  mercury  is  used  j-J-g-  for  hands,  xtrVo"  for  douches, 

etc.,  other  strengths  being  specially  ordered.  Metal  instruments 
should  be  wiped  at  once  if  immersed  in  it. 

(b)  Carbolic  acid  lotion  is  used         for  hands,  instruments,  and 
external  washing  of  sound  skin,  -^-^  and      for  wounds,  etc. 

(e)  CondiJ s  fluid,  3]'.  to  Oj.  (or  three  to  four  crystals  of  permanganate 

of  potash  to  1  pint)  for  douches,  wounds,  etc. ;  it  stains  linen, 

instruments,  and  hands. 
{d)  Saturated  solution  of  horacic  acid,      or  about  4  per  cent  for  wounds. 
(e)  Sanitas,  3].  to  Oj.,  a  pleasant  deodorant  for  foul  wounds,  and 

for  cancer,  gangrene,  etc. 
(/)  Creolin,  3].  to  Oj.  for  hands  and  instruments;  must  be  mixed  with 

a  little  cold  water  before  adding  hot,  and  can  be  used  Avith  soap. 

Same  strength  useful  for  irrigating  wounds. 
(g)   Boiling  water  for  instruments.    Boiled  water  for  douches  and 

irrigations. 

Poison  Bottles  and  Lotions. — Every  poisonous  lotion  should  be  in  a 
special  bottle,  with  conspicuous  label,  and  kept  under  lock  and  key ;  any 
possibility  of  confusion  with  medicines,  or  beverages,  whether  in  or  out 
of  use,  should  be  prevented.  Corrosive  sublimate  is  usually  coloured 
pink  or  blue  to  avoid  mistakes ;  the  other  lotions,  except  boracic  lotion, 
have  each  a  distinctive  and  easily  perceptible  smell. 

Symptoms  of  their  absorption  must  be  looked  for  and  reported,  for 
example,  in  carbolic  poisoning,  dark  green  urine,  drowsiness,  muscular 
Aveakness,  and  sometimes  vomiting. 

If  a  nurse  has  dressings  to  prepare  for  granulating  wounds,  the  lint 
or  gauze  must  be  cut  exactly  to  cover  the  sore  to  avoid  softening  the 
edges. 

Ointments  must  be  very  thinly  spread,  and  must  never  be  allowed  to 
accumulate  on  the  sound  skin.  If  a  moist  dressing  is  ordered,  a  piece  of 
gutta-percha  tissue  considerably  larger  than  the  lint  must  be  applied  over 
the  lint,  no  portion  of  which  should  be  left  uncovered  ;  but  if  an  evapo- 
rating lotion  be  required,  the  tissue  must  be  omitted,  and  the  application 
frequently  changed  and  never  allowed  to  dry.  In  washing  or  syringing 
a  wound  a  receiver  must  always  be  placed  to  collect  the  Avater  or  lotion 
that  has  touched  the  sore ;  and  if  wool  be  used  to  cleanse,  each  piece  as 
used  must  be  placed  on  a  receiver,  and  never  dipped  again  into  the  lotion. 
To  place  the  foot  of  an  ulcerated  leg,  for  example,  in  a  basin  of  disinfect- 
ant and  use  one  piece  of  wool  to  cleanse  the  wound  and  surrounding 
skin  is  not  surgical  nursing. 

In  dressing  burns  the  fresh  application  should  be  ready  to  put  on  as 
the  soiled  one  is  removed ;  thus  unnecessary  exposure  to  the  air,  which 
causes  great  smarting,  is  avoided.    In  every  dressing  the  nurse  must 
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observe  strict  cleanliness  in  every  detail.  Soiled  dressings  should 
always  be  removed  by  forceps,  placed  in  a  receiver  at  once,  disposed  of  in 
the  manner  of  the  hospital,  or  burned  without  delay. 

The  forceps  must  be  cleansed  with  a  nail  brush  in  soap  and  water, 
and  either  boiled,  or  soaked  in  disinfectant  for  a  few  minutes  before 
being  used  again. 

Windows  should  always  be  closed  when  a  dressing  is  being  done,  and 
every  wound  should  be  covered  as  quickly  as  possible. 

In  offensive  cases  inhalation  of  the  odour  must  be  avoided,  and  the 
patient  should  never  be  made  to  feel  the  unpleasantness  of  which  he  is, 
as  a  rule,  only  too  fully  aware.  The  nurse  must  report  the  effect  of  the 
applications. 

Cancer  patients  vary  greatly,  and  by  observing  that  which  suits  each 
special  case  much  pain  may  be  avoided.  In  dressing  extensive  cancerous 
surfaces  a  styptic  should  be  at  hand  in  case  of  haemorrhage  ;  in  these  cases, 
and  for  gangrene,  burns,  etc.,  gentle,  firm  handling  is  needed,  combined 
Avith  quickness  and  lightness  in  removing  and  reapplying  dressings. 

In  padding  splints  evenness  is  ensured  by  lacing  the  padding  down 
the  back  of  the  splint  with  strong  thread,  so  that  it  can  be  regularly 
tightened.  Special  care  must  be  given  to  ensure  the  edges  being  well 
protected,  or  pressure  sores  may  arise.  Children's  splints,  and  others 
likely  to  be  soiled,  can  be  covered  in  addition  with  jaconet,  which  can  be 
cleansed  easily.  In  prepaping-  for  extensions  the  nurse  must  have 
ready  a  long  even  strip  of  strapping,  known  as  the  stirrup  (preferably  on 
holland),  cut  with  regard  to  the  width  and  length  of  the  limb ;  also  two 
or  three  thin  strips  long  enough  to  go  at  least  twice  round  the  limb 
diagonally,  to  avoid  any  arrest  of  circulation :  the  block,  pulley,  cord, 
the  weight  ordered,  sand-bags,  and  a  couple  of  thin  flannel  bandages  must 
also  be  at  hand.  If  the  nurse  be  desired  to  ajiply  an  extension  in  cases  of 
hip  disease,  the  ends  of  the  stirrup  must  be  well  above  the  knee  (quite  half- 
way up  the  thigh),  and  the  loop  so  arranged  that  its  sides  are  exactly  equal  in 
length,  the  block  and  cord  with  the  attached  weight  being  in  the  centre.  The 
block  is  easily  fastened  to  the  stirrup  by  a  length  of  strapping  extending 
from  above  the  ankle  on  each  side,  and  is  applied  with  its  adhesive  side 
to  the  stirrup,  so  that  the  block  is  enclosed  between  the  strips.  It  may 
be  further  secured  by  a  strip  wrapped  round  on  each  side  of  the  hole 
through  which  the  cord  passes.  The  strips  which  keep  the  stirrup  in 
position  must  not  be  too  tight,  and  the  edge  of  the  lowest  one  must  be 
kept  from  chafing  the  skin  just  above  the  heel.  The  patient  must  be 
kept  flat,  with  only  one  pillow,  the  foot  of  the  bed  raised,  and  the  limb 
retained  in  position  by  sand-bags  ;  careful  washing  and  powdering  are 
necessary,  when  the  extension  is  changed,  to  prevent  chafing  of  the  skin, 
turpentine  being  used  to  remove  the  adhesive  material  from  the  skin. 

The  art  of  even  bandag'ing',  applied  intelligently  after  due  anatomical 
instruction,  is  very  important.  The  bandage  should  be  gently  yet  firmly 
applied,  alternate  slackening  and  tightening  avoided,  also  any  jerking  or 
pulling.     In  dealing  with  an  injured  limb  it  should  be  lightly,  yet 
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firmly  grasped,  supported  as  much  as  possible,  and  moved  evenly.  To 
carry  it  on  the  palms  of  the  hands  gives  less  pain  than  holding  it  in 
the  fingers. 

In  receiving"  accident  cases  in  a  ward  orders  will  be  given  as  to 
bathing,  etc.  If  the  accident  be  a  fracture,  fracture  boards  must  be 
placed  under  the  mattress  in  the  bed,  and  the  splints  suitable  for  the 
case,  according  to  the  use  of  the  hospital,  should  be  got  ready,  padded, 
etc.,  and,  if  necessary  (that  is,  in  fractures  of  thigh),  an  extension  prepared. 
In  removing  the  clothes  the  patient  must  be  kept  recumbent  for  fear  of 
syncope  in  consequence  of  shock,  and  the  garments  removed  as  gently  as 
possible.  Trousers,  coat-sleeves,  shirts,  socks,  etc.,  can  all  be  divided  at 
the  seams,  and  lifted  from  the  injured  parts,  which  should  always  be 
freed  first.  The  same  applies  to  a  woman's  garments ;  skirts  can  be 
slipped  downwards  by  raising  the  back  slightly,  and  pushing  down  the 
bed  underneath  to  make  room  for  them  to  be  drawn  away. 

The  necessary  washing  must  be  done  between  blankets,  one  being 
placed  on  the  bed  befoi-e  the  patient  is  laid  in  it,  and  another  over  him ; 
the  nurse  must  watch  for  signs  of  exhaustion.  Turpentine  is  useful  to 
remove  stains  from  the  hard  skin  of  hands,  feet,  and  knees,  but  it  must 
be  well  washed  off  with  soap  and  water  to  avoid  ii-ritation.  Except  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  scalp  wounds  hair  must  never  be  cut  without  a 
direct  order  from  the  doctor.  In  head  injuries  the  nurse  must  report 
any  discharge  from  ears  or  nose,  any  peculiarity  of  the  eyes  ;  and  if  there 
are  fits,  she  must  specially  observe  where  the  convulsive  movements  com- 
mence. In  abdominal  cases,  swelling,  tenderness  in  any  special  area, 
bruises,  etc.,  must  be  reported  ;  also  all  cuts,  scars,  wounds,  ulcers,  skin 
eruptions,  vomiting,  discharges  or  haemorrhage ;  in  fact,  anything  at  all 
abnormal.  After  washing,  the  blankets  are  removed,  and  if  the  patient  be 
cold  or  collapsed,  hot  bottles  securely  wrapped  in  flannel  may  be  ajjplied 
to  the  extremities.  Fractured  limbs  must  be  steadied  by  sand-bags,  and  if 
the  bed-clothes  press  on  any  injured  part  a  cradle  must  be  used  to  support 
them.    No  stimulant  must  be  given  without  direct  orders. 

In  preparing  a  patient  for  opepation  the  nurse  acts  under  the  orders 
of  the  surgeon ;  it  is  usual  to  give  an  aperient  over-night,  a  simple  enema 
early  in  the  morning,  and  no  solid  food  or  milk  for  at  least  four  hours 
beforehand,  a  cup  of  good  beef  tea  being  given  about  two  hours  before 
the  appointed  time.  Antiseptic  compresses  are  often  ordered  to  the 
place  where  the  incision  will  be  made.  If  a  woman,  the  hair  must  be 
arranged  in  two  plaits  for  future  convenience,  and  the  catheter  may  be 
ordered  shortly  before  the  operation.  Ordinary  bed-clothes  are  usually 
worn,  Avith  a  special  wrapper.  The  arrangements  at  the  operation  depend 
on  the  custom  of  the  hospital ;  but  the  nurse  is  often  required  to  wash 
sponges,  hand  instruments,  and  even  to  support  a  limb.  Sponges  or 
wool  pads  must  be  squeezed  as  dry  as  possible  before  handing  to  the 
surgeon,  and  the  exact  number  counted.  The  table  is  prepared  by 
folding  a  blanket  doul^le  on  it,  and  covering  this  with  a  large  mackintosh, 
over  which  is  a  sheet.    A  low  pillow  and  a  draw  sheet  are  usual,  with 
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small  mackintoshes  and  towels  tightly  wrung  out  of  a  disinfectant  lotion, 
and  arranged  to  suit  the  special  case.  A  hot-water  bed  is  sometimes 
used,  placed  next  the  table.  The  bed  to  which  the  patient  is  afterwards 
taken  must  be  well  warmed  by  hot  bottles,  and  a  Avarm-water  pillow 
may  be  ordered.  A  receiver  and  a  couple  of  soft  towels  must  be  in 
readiness  in  case  of  vomiting  after  the  antesthetic. 

Aftep-eare. — In  moving  a  patient  back  to  bed  the  head  should  be 
kept  as  low  as  possible,  and  careful  attention  given  that  before  complete 
consciousness  is  recovered  the  dressings  are  not  disturbed,  nor  the  patient 
allowed  to  raise  himself  hurriedly,  for  fear  of  haemorrhage  or  syncope. 
In  amputation  cases  a  tourniquet  should  be  within  reach  of  the  nurse,  to 
be  applied  if  haemorrhage  occurs,  until  the  surgeon  can  be  summoned. 
Every  detail  regarding  nourishment,  stimulants,  opiates,  use  of  the 
catheter,  etc.,  must  be  obtained  from  the  surgeon. 

After  an  operation  the  dressings  should  be  inspected  at  frequent 
intervals,  and  if  discharge  or  blood  soak  through  them  the  fact  should  be 
reported  at  once.  If  the  surgeon  be  not  at  hand,  the  dressing  should  be 
"  packed,"  that  is,  pads  of  absorbent  wool  Ijandaged  over  the  points  where 
the  discharge  appears. 

No  food  should  be  given  for  some  hours  after  an  operation,  unless 
specially  ordered,  or  the  effects  of  the  anaesthetic  have  passed  off ;  but  small 
pieces  of  ice,  a  little  soda  water,  or  a  teaspoonful  of  hot  water  may  be 
given  to  allay  thirst  and  relieve  vomiting.  If  the  latter  be  severe,  it 
should  be  reported. 

The  tnxrse  should  have  all  in  readiness  for  the  visit  of  the  surgeons 
to  a  ward.  Hot  water,  towels,  disinfectant  lotion  for  hands  and  instru- 
ments, dressing  forceps,  probe  and  director,  and  a  tongue  spatula  im- 
mersed in  lotion  should  be  carried  round  by  the  nurse;  and  artery  forceps, 
bistoury,  etc.,  should  be  in  readiness  if  required  :  a  good  lamp  should 
always  be  ready,  and  a  receiver  for  soiled  dressings,  prepared  notes  of  cases 
beside  each  patient,  sjolints,  etc.,  so  that  no  unnecessary  delay  is  caused. 

Medical  Nursing. — The  ventilation  of  medical  wards  is  most  im- 
portant, the  temperature  must  be  higher^ — usually  from  60°  to  65°  F. — 
and  yet  the  air  kept  quite  fresh.  It  is  advisable  to  have  two  or  more 
thermometers  in  each  large  ward,  to  ensure  an  evenly-distributed  heat. 
In  small  wards,  where  a  moist  and  higher  temperature  may  be  required 
(70°  F.),  draught  may  be  avoided  by  the  Hinckes  Bird  method  of  venti- 
lation, that  is,  a  piece  of  wood,  three  or  four  inches  deep,  exactly  fitting  the 
window  frame,  is  placed  so  that  the  lower  sash  closes  on  it,  and  the 
outside  air  passes  up  between  the  upper  and  lower  sashes  in  the  middle 
of  the  window,  and  is  directed  upwards  into  the  room. 

To  give  an  accurate  report,  the  use  of  the  clinical  thermometer 
needs  greater  care  than  is  often  bestowed  upon  it.  If  given  to  a  patient 
able  to  hold  it  in  the  mouth,  it  must  go  under  the  tongue,  and  be  held 
by  the  closed  lips  (not  by  the  teeth),  for  always  the  same  time,  at  least 
five  minutes.  The  so-called  "  half-minute  "  thermometers  are  deceptive 
if  used  for  this  interval.    If  placed  in  the  axilla  the  skin  must  first  be 
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dried,  and  the  thermometer  so  inserted  that  th^  bulb  touches  the  skin  on 
every  side,  the  arm  being  drawn  across  the  chest ;  if  necessary,  the  arm  must 
be  held  there  for  the  required  time.  In  children  the  fold  of  the  groin  is 
often  convenient,  or  the  rectum.  In  every  case  the  record  should  be 
written  down  at  once,  not  trusted  to  memory,  and  the  thermometer 
placed  in  "-gV  carbolic"  or  "5-5-0  perchlor."  for  a  few  minutes  before 
replacing  it  in  its  case.  It  is  a  good  plan  to  dip  it  into  clean  water,  and 
wipe  it  with  a  clean  napkin,  before  giving  it  to  each  patient,  especially  if 
used  in  the  mouth.  The  temperature  of  a  patient  in  a  bath  or  pack  must 
never  be  taken  in  groin  or  axilla. 

Accurately  counting  the  rate  of  the  pulse,  and  reporting  its  character, 
are  matters  of  training  and  experience,  and  of  great  importance.  A 
nurse  should  be  able  to  notice  the  more  important  changes  that  may 
occur,  also  whether  drugs,  stimulants,  etc.,  produce  any  marked  effects. 

It  is  better  not  to  let  the  patient  know  when  the  respirations  are 
being  counted,  as  this  may  alter  the  rate,  and  this  record  is  at  times  of 
more  value  to  the  doctor  than  that  of  the  temperature. 

Bed-making  is  one  of  the  most  important  duties  of  a  nurse.  In 
hospital  wards  where  the  beds,  mattresses,  etc.,  are  of  right  size  and  height, 
no  special  difficulties  arise.  A  single  blanket  is  spread  over  the  hair 
mattress,  and  over  this  a  sheet,  the  upper  end  of  which  is  rolled  round 
the  bolster,  not  spread  over  it,  and  tucked  firmly  in  all  round.  A  draw- 
sheet,  consisting  of  a  sheet  folded  about  three  feet  wide,  is  placed  across 
the  bed,  one  end  being  tucked  in  at  one  side,  and  the  extra  length  flatly 
folded  and  tucked  in  on  the  other.  If  necessary,  a  square  of  mackintosh 
is  placed  under  the  draw-sheet,  and  may  conveniently  be  kept  in  place  by 
a  small  safety-pin  at  each  corner.  The  top  sheet  and  each  blanket  should 
be  put  on  and  tucked  in  separately,  and  the  feelings  of  the  individual 
patient  consulted  as  to  folding  back  blankets  or  quilt  at  the  top.  The 
quilt  should  be  so  pinned  or  folded  that  it  does  not  touch  the  floor  at  the 
bottom  or  sides  of  the  bed,  and  prevent  free  circulation  of  air  underneath. 

In  changing  bed-linen  for  a  helpless  case  the  upper  sheet  and  quilt 
must  first  be  removed,  and  the  patient  covered  with  his  blanket  or 
blankets ;  he  must  then  be  gently  turned  on  one  side  (if  possible  the 
right,  to  avoid  any  risk  of  syncope  in  cardiac  or  pleuritic  affections).  This 
can  be  done  with  little  effort  by  means  of  the  draw-sheet ;  this  is  then, 
with  the  mackintosh,  rolled  up  tightly  towards  the  patient,  the  bottom 
sheet  untucked,  also  rolled  up  tightly,  and  with  the  other  pushed  well 
under  the  shoulder  and  buttocks  of  the  patient.  The  clean  sheet,  draw- 
sheet,  and  mackintosh  are  also  rolled  up  together  lengthwise  for  half  their 
width,  and  placed  close  to  the  patient,  the  other  portion  being  smoothly 
spread  over  half  the  bed.  For  a  weak  patient  this  is  a  good  opportunity 
for  washing  the  back  and  applying  spirits  and  dusting  powder,  so  that  he 
need  not  be  disturbed  again.  The  patient  is  then  turned  back  over  the 
rolled  linen,  and  just  turned  sufficiently  to  the  left  side  to  allow  the  soiled 
linen  to  be  removed ;  the  clean  roll  is  then  drawn  through  and  evenly  spread 
over  the  other  half  of  the  bed,  and  all  well  tucked  in.    It  facilitates  matters 
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to  raise  the  feet  and  legs,  |ind  jilace  them  on  the  clean  linen  before  turning 
the  patient  back,  and  the  head  should  always  be  comfortably  supported 
by  pillows.  The  top  sheet  can  be  passed  in  under  the  blankets  from  the 
bottom  of  the  bed,  and  then  they  are  separately  tucked  in  and  the  quilt 
replaced.  By  placing  the  rolled  part  of  the  sheets,  etc.,  next  the  bed, 
the  hands  can  be  slipped  underneath  it,  j^alms  upwards,  to  draw  it  through  ; 
thus  the  inirse's  knuckles  are  not  pushed  against  the  back  of  the  patient. 
Heavy  bed-clothes  must  always  be  avoided,  and  the  feelings  of  the  patient 
consulted  as  to  warmth  whenever  possible. 

In  removing  body  linen  of  helpless  patients,  it  is  well  to  draw  it  up 
from  the  back,  and,  having  unfastened  the  collar,  to  bring  the  garment 
over  the  head,  taking  the  arms  out  of  the  sleeves  last.  In  putting  on 
fresh  linen,  it  is  easier  if  the  arms  be  first  placed  in  the  sleeves,  and  then 
the  shirt  lifted  over  the  head,  and  drawn  down  at  the  back.  Where  all 
movement  is  undesirable,  a  shirt  or  night-dress  can  be  divided  down  all 
the  seams  of  one  side,  neck,  shoulder,  sleeve,  etc.,  and  fastened  by  tapes  ; 
it  has  then  only  to  be  put  on  at  one  side,  and  the  back  rolled  and  passed 
under  the  patient  like  a  draw-sheet. 

Medical  Examination. — The  nurse  must  be  ready  to  remove  and  adjust 
all  personal  or  bed  clothing  for  medical  examination.  When  the  alidomen 
is  to  be  examined  the  quilt  and  blankets  must  be  turned  back,  but  the 
sheet  left  upon  the  patient  for  the  medical  attendant  to  arrange  for  his 
own  convenience. 

Helpless  Cases. — In  changing  bed-linen  for  cases  which  must  not  be 
turned  at  all  on  either  side,  the  dirty  under-sheet,  with  mackintosh  and 
draw-sheet,  can  be  rolled  up  from  the  bottom  of  the  bed,  and  pushed  well 
under  the  buttocks;  the  rolled  part  of  the  clean  linen  is  now  laid  close  to 
it,  and  the  lower  part  of  it  spread  and  tucked  in  at  the  foot  of  the 
bed.  By  gently  raising  the  l)uttocks  the  two  rolls  are  passed  under- 
neath, and  the  patient  now  rests  on  the  clean  sheet.  The  upper  part  of 
the  soiled  sheet  is  then  rolled  and  pushed  well  up  under  the  shoulder- 
blades,  and  the  clean  one  also  ;  and  then,  by  gently  raising  the  shoulders 
a  very  little,  both  are  drawn  up  to  the  top  of  the  bed,  the  dirty  linen 
removed,  and  the  clean  spread  smoothly.  By  changing  from  below 
upwards,  the  patient  is  not  pulled  down  the  bed,  which  entails  the  extra 
fatigue  of  lifting  up  again. 

Lifting  is  readily  done  by  two  persons,  who  pass  hands — left  or  right 
as  the  case  may  be — under  the  buttocks,  and  the  other  hands  just  below 
the  shoulder-blades,  while  a  third  helper,  if  the  patient  be  A'ery  weak, 
supports  the  head  and  shoulders.  By  lifting  exactly  simultaneously,  the 
heaviest  patient  can  be  raised  without  over-exertion.  Or  two  assistants 
may  grasp  the  draw-sheet  close  to  the  buttocks  and  vmder  the  shoulders, 
the  head  being  supported  as  before,  and  the  patient  raised,  but  this  is  a2)t  to 
bring  the  draw-sheet  too  far  up  the  bed,  and  the  patient  is  pulled  down 
again  in  endeavouring  to  rearrange  it.  A  pillow  is  useful  in  abdominal 
cases  where  the  knees  are  drawn  up ;  and  it  can  be  efficientlj'  protected 
by  placing  a  piece  of  mackintosh  round  it  under  the  pillow-case.  When 
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used  to  support  a  limb  it  is  more  comfortable  if  hollowed  in  the  middle  so 
as  to  form  a  trench. 

When  a  cradle  is  used  to  keep  off  the  weight  of  the  clothes,  a  thin 
blanket  or  the  sheet  should  be  upon  the  patient. 

Water-beds  and  water-pillows  are  filled  with  lukewarm  water,  so  as 
neither  to  chill  nor  overheat  the  patient.  They  should  be  covered  by  a 
mackintosh  and  thin  blanket  under  the  sheet.  A  Avater-bed  must  be 
filled  before  the  patient  is  placed  in  it,  but  a  water-pillow  can,  if  neces- 
sary, be  slipped  in  empty  underneath  him  as  he  lies. 

The  nurse  should  be  careful  that  the  patient  is  in  the  middle  of  a 
water-pillow,  as  if  allowed  to  rest  on  the  edge  bed-sores  will  form. 

Bed-rests  are  useful  when  the  patient  needs  to  be  more  or  less 
upright ;  special  care  is  needed  in  such  cases  to  prevent  the  formation  of 
bed-sores,  as  extra  pressure  is  thrown  upon  the  sacrum  and  buttocks,  and 
in  these  cases  the  circulation  is  usually  defective. 

When  a  patient  has  been  ordered  to  be  placed  between  blankets,  as 
in  acute  rheumatism,  those  next  him  should  be  frequently  changed,  and  a 
draw-sheet  should  be  always  used  to  keep  the  back  in  a  good  state. 
Flannel  night-shirts  must  be  worn. 

Bed-sores. — The  prevention  of  bed-sores  consists  in  cleanliness,  dry- 
ness of  the  skin,  and  smoothness  of  the  bed-linen.  Except,  perhaps,  in 
some  A' ery  rare  cases  of  cerebral  and  spinal  disease,  when  they  are  said  to 
form  with  appalling  rapidity,  bed-sores  are  always  preventable  ;  indeed, 
it  is  with  some  hesitation  that  I  allude  to  any  possible  exceptions.  In 
such  cases  as  fevers  or  general  pai^alysis  bed-sores  need  never  be  seen. 

Constant  cleanliness  and  watchfulness,  a  vigilant  eye  to  discharges, 
attention  to  the  smoothness  and  dryness  of  the  sheets,  and  judicious 
changes  of  position,  are  the  secrets  of  success.  If  waterproof  sheeting 
must  be  used  a  considerable  thickness  of  linen  and  blanket  should  lie 
between  it  and  the  patient's  skin.  The  use  of  water-pillows  or  beds  is 
imperative  in  long  or  severe  cases,  and,  being  made  of  smoother  material, 
are  preferable  to  air-beds  or  pillows  ;  they  are  also  more  elastic.  All  parts 
exposed  to  pressure  and  soiling  must,  at  least  twice  daily,  be  washed 
with  soap  and  water,  well  dried,  rubbed  with  spirit,  and  dusted  with 
jjowder.  A  useful  mixture  is  one  part  boracic  powder  to  two  of  starch 
powder.  If  inclined  to  be  tender,  the  skin  may  be  painted  with  collodion 
or  balsam  of  Peru,  and  powdered.  When  it  is  difficult  to  maintain  dry- 
ness, lanoline  or  zinc  ointment  may  be  rubbed  in  and  joowdered. 

Dryness  of  Bed. — When  there  is  no  control  over  bladder  and  rectum, 
careful  and  frequent  cleansing  and  changing  is  necessaiy.  Incontinence 
of  urine  may  be  met  by  the  use  of  glass  urinals  for  either  male  or  female 
cases,  supported  by  pads  of  wood  wool  or  carbolised  tow  in  butter 
muslin  ;  in  the  former  cases  care  must  be  taken  to  avoid  pressure  on  the 
scrotum ;  and,  in  both,  absolute  cleanliness  and  frequent  dusting  with 
powder  are  essential  to  avoid  chafing.  In  female  cases  the  vulva,  par- 
ticularly within  the  labia,  must  be  attended  to  carefully.  AVhen  there 
is  loss  of  control  over  the  rectal  sphincters,  similar  pads  on  a  piece  of 


432 


SYSTEM  OF  MEDICINE 


mackintosh  may  be  advantageously  used  ;  they  can  easily  be  removed, 
destroyed,  and  new  ones  applied.  In  washing  stout  patients,  especially 
women,  the  parts  under  the  breasts  and  the  folds  of  the  groin  and  thighs 
need  careful  drying  and  powdering,  as  neglect  may  soon  cause  eczema 
or  painful  sores.  Nurses  cannot  have  too  constantly  before  them  the 
suddenness  with  which  sores  may  appear  after  what  may  seem  to  them 
but  a  trifling  neglect. 

AVhen  bed-sores  have  formed,  the  treatment  is  in  medical  hands.  The 
nurse  may  be  desired  to  apjjly  charcoal  poultices  to  separate  sloughs, 
and  to  irrigate  the  wound  with  creolin,  ^  carbolic  or  sanitas,  cutting 
away  the  slough  as  it  becomes  loose.  She  may  have  to  protect  bony 
excrescences  by  pads  made  of  several  layers  of  lint,  with  a  hole  in  the 
centre  over  the  wound,  secured  by  strapping,  and  not  removed,  if  possible, 
for  two  or  three  days.  Iodoform  and  dressings  of  resin,  zinc,  or  other 
ointments  may  be  ordered,  and  in  such  cases  the  dressings  must  be  laid 
on  the  wound  only. 

The  physician  or  surgeon  requires  faithful  reports  of  all  that  occurs 
to  the  patient  between  his  visits — hence  the  importance  of  a  nurse 
trained  to  accurate  observations  and  statements,  familiar  with  symptoms, 
and  aware  of  their  practical  indications. 

For  example,  in  enteric  fever  the  physician  should  be  informed  on 
the  following  points  : — 

1.  Temperature,  every  four  hours,  in  mouth  or  axilla,  as  desired. 

2.  Pulse,  at  same  intervals,  with  statement  as  to  strength  and  variation, 

if  any,  at  any  stated  times  ;  or  after  food,  drugs,  stimulants,  etc. 

3.  Respirations,  at  same  intervals ;  cough  is  important  as  a  warning 

of  lung  complications. 

4.  Stools.    Frequency,  colour  and  character,  noting  if  undigested 

food  be  passed,  blood,  etc.    If  much  flatulence. 

5.  Amount  of  urine  and  its  colour — watch  for  symptoms  of  retention. 

6.  Vomiting.     Frequency  and  nature,  whether  rejected  food,  such  as 

curdled  milk,  or  "  coflee  grounds,"  etc. 

7.  Any  eruption,  characteristic  or  otherwise,  to  be  watched  for  and 

reported ;  also  abdominal  pain,  tenderness  or  distension. 

8.  Amount  of  sleep  exactly  :  its  character — restless  or  quiet ;  whether 

delirium,  muttering,  twitching  of  muscles ;  also,  manner  of 
waking — quietly  or  with  a  start. 

9.  Condition  of  skin,  dry  or  moist — of  tongue,  and  amount  of  sordes 

on  teeth.  The  mouth  and  teeth  should  be  frequently  cleansed 
by  lint  or  linen  wrapped  round  the  forceps  dipped  in  the 
lotion,  and  gently  passed  round  the  mouth-;  and,  if  able,  the 
patient  should  be  encouraged  to  rinse  the  mouth  and  gargle 
with  the  prescribed  Avash. 

10.  The  exact  kind  and  amount  in  oiuices  of  the  nourishment  taken, 

the  hours  when  it  was  given,  and  the  readiness  or  otherwise 
of  the  patient  for  it ;  also,  the  amount  of  stimulant  and 
medicine,  and  the  times  of  each. 
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1 1 .  Effect  of  any  drug  prescribed  for  temperature  and  pulse  ;  or,  if 

for  sleep,  when  sleep  is  induced,  how  long  after  and  for  what 
length  of  time. 

12.  Effect  of  sponging,  if  ordered  ;  when  done,  for  how  long,  and  the 

result  as  shown  by  temperature,  pulse,  respiration,  sleep,  and 

general  condition. 
Such  a  report  should  be  written  both  by  the  day  and  by  the 
night  nurses  for  each  other,  to  ensure  that  no  important  change  is 
overlooked. 

In  Pneumonia  the  rules  for  temperature,  pulse,  and  respiration 
would  be  the  same,  with  a  report  on  cough,  expectoration  (its  colour,  con- 
sistency, whether  difficult,  profuse,  or  the  reverse) ;  pain  in  any  particular 
place ;  effect  of  hot  or  cold  api^lications ;  amount  of  sleep  ;  amount  of 
nourishment ;  evacuations,  etc. 

In  Acute  Fiheumatism,  temperature,  respiration,  and  pulse  ;  pain,  its 
locality  and  intensity,  specially  if  in  cardiac  region  ;  breathlessness  on  the 
least  exertion  ;  state  of  joints  ;  evacuations ;  condition  of  urine ;  action 
of  skin,  etc.  Effect  of  medicine,  and  any  special  symptoms  connected 
with  it,  such  as  deafness  and  noises  in  the  head  after  salicylate  of  soda, 
quinine,  etc.  Effect  of  sponging  or  other  treatment,  amount  of  sleep, 
exact  amount  of  nourishment,  etc.  Nothing  is  too  small  to  report, 
especially  with  regard  to  the  action  of  medicines  and  drugs. 

Effect  of  certain  Drugs. — The  nurse  should  be  able  to  recognise  the 
more  important  effects  of  these,  such  as — 

In  connection  with  opium — drowsiness,  contraction  of  the  pupils, 
heavy  breathing,  constipation. 

While  digitalis  is  being  taken  the  pulse  must  be  carefully  noted. 

Diarrhoea  or  sickness  may  result  from  the  use  of  arsenic. 

Quinine  may  produce  headache  or  noises  in  the  head. 

Salicin  or  the  salicylates  —  deafness,  excessive  perspiration,  and 
headache. 

Mercurial  treatment  may  produce  tenderness  of  the  gums,  salivation, 
and  diarrhea. 

Iron  preparations  turn  the  tongue  black,  and  produce  very  dark, 
almost  black  stools.    Bismuth  has  a  like  effect. 

When  antipyrin  and  like  febrifuges  are  given,  the  nurse  must  watch 
for  any  symptoms  of  collapse,  as  occasionally  patients  do  not  bear  such 
drugs  well. 

In  administering  medicine  the  nurse  should  ascertain  whether  it  is  to 
be  given  before  or  after  food.  Quinine  is  usually  taken  before  a  meal, 
iron  and  arsenic  afterwards.  Cod  liver  oil  is  digested  more  readily  after 
food. 

Administeping-  of  Medicines. — All  medicines  must  be  accurately 
measured  in  a  graduated  glass,  as  spoons  vary  greatly  in  size.  "  Drops  " 
also  must  be  measured  in  a  minim  glass.  The  glasses  must  be  washed 
directly  after  use,  and,  if  in  a  ward,  between  each  patient.  Medicine 
bottles  should  never  be  put  down  near  lotion  or  liniment  bottles. 
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The  special  applications  required  in  nursing  are  many,  and  a  trained 
nurse  should  know  the  best  possible  way  of  dealing  with  them. 

Poultices  need  dexterity  to  make  them  of  the  right  size  and  weight 
for  the  case.  If  jacket  jioultices  be  ordered,  the  nurse  must  prepare  two 
pieces  of  calico,  shaped  at  the  neck  and  under  the  arms,  so  that  the  poultice 
covers  the  sides  of  the  chest  from  the  axilla  downwards.  Two  pieces  of 
thin  mackintosh,  a  little  larger  and  similarly  shaped,  sufficient  cotton  wool 
to  cover  both  chest  and  back,  a  poultice  jacket,  safety-pins,  linseed  meal,  a 
spatula  (ordinary  painter's),  a  basin,  and  boiling  water  are  also  needed,  and, 
if  the  poultice  be  made  at  any  distance  from  the  patient,  two  hot  plates. 
The  basin  and  spatula  must  be  made  hot,  sufficient  boiling  water  poured  in 
to  make  the  required  poultice  (about  f  pint  for  an  adult),  and  the  linseed 
sprinkled  in,  being  well  stirred  all  the  time.  A  well-made  poultice  when 
turned  out  should  leave  the  basin  quite  clean.  It  is  then  quickly  and 
evenly  spread  by  the  spatula,  the  edges  (not  more  than  half  an  inch  wide) 
neatly  turned  over,  rolled  up,  placed  between  the  hot  plates  if  necessary,  and 
brought  to  the  patient.  He  must  previously  have  been  placed  on  one  side, 
with  the  night-shirt  ready  to  be  pulled  well  up  at  the  back,  if  he  be  too 
weak  to  have  it  removed.  The  poultice  is  then  half  unrolled  and  applied, 
care  being  taken  not  to  injure  the  skin,  though  this  is  not  likely  if  the 
poultice  be  not  too  wet.  It  is  next  covered  with  the  jaconet  and  a  layer 
of  cotton  wool,  both  half  rolled,  also  Avith  the  poultice  jacket ;  the  shirt 
is  then  pulled  down,  the  patient  turned  on  his  back,  and  the  rolled  part 
of  poultice,  wool,  etc.,  brought  round  to  the  other  side.  The  front  half  of 
the  poultice  is  made  in  the  same  way,  applied  to  the  chest,  covered  with 
jaconet,  wool,  and  the  jacket ;  then  both  are  secured  by  safety-pins 
on  each  shoulder,  and  down  the  sides,  the  poultice  jacket  being  pinned 
down  the  front.  The  shirt  is  drawn  down,  and  the  patient  should  have 
some  nourishment  after  the  fatigue.  Well-made  poultices  thus  apjilied 
retain  their  heat  for  many  hours.  Sometimes  the  poultice  is  placed  in  a 
bag  of  flannel,  but  these  require  more  frequent  changing,  and  more  care 
lest  the  skin  be  injured  by  applying  it  too  hot.  A  little  oil  spread  over 
the  linseed  is  soothing  if  the  skin  is  becoming  tender. 

"  Poultice  "  or  "  Pneumonia  jackets  "  are  garments  made  of  a  strip  of 
thin  flannel  or  flannelette,  the  right  Avidth  for  the  patient,  shaped  at  the 
neck,  and  well  cut  out  under  the  arms,  meeting  in  front  and  overlapping 
a  little.  They  are  lined  with  a  layer  of  cotton  wool  neatly  tacked  in, 
and  can  easily  be  placed  over  the  poultice,  and  secured  on  the  shoulders 
and  down  the  front  by  safety-pins,  which  are  firmer  and  more  comfortable 
than  tapes.  In  bronchitis  cases  also  this  is  useful,  and  the  poultices  can 
be  changed  without  removing  the  jacket.  In  pleurisy  a  band  of  flannel 
pinned  firmly  round  the  lower  ribs  gives  relief  by  restraining  muscular 
movements. 

Charcoal  poultices  are  made  of  equal  parts  of  charcoal  and  linseed 
mixed  in  the  same  way — usually  ordered  for  sloughing  wounds. 

Mustard  poultices  are  conveniently  made  by  adding  the  proportion 
of  mustard  ordered  to  the  boiling  water,  and  then  stirring  in  the  linseed. 
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Mustard  plasters  are  made  by  spreading  thickly -mixed  mustard  on  a 
square  of  brown  paper  of  the  exact  size  ordered,  and  covering  it  with  a 
piece  of  muslin.  Mustard  and  any  proportion  of  flour  may  also  be 
mixed  and  applied  in  the  same  way.  Mustard  leaves  are  dipped  in  tepid 
water  and  placed  on  the  spot.  These  applications  are  left  from  ten  to 
twenty  minutes,  as  ordered ;  and,  after  removal,  the  skin  must  be  covered 
with  a  layer  of  cotton  wool. 

Bread  poultices  are  conveniently  made  by  placing  the  crumb  of  white 
bread  (stale  if  possible)  on  a  piece  of  calico  or  small  towel  across  a  basin, 
pouring  boiling  water  over  it,  wringing  as  dry  as  possible,  placing  be- 
tween muslin,  and  applying,  vnth  jaconet  and  wool  over,  as  before. 

Blisters. — In  applying  blistering  fluid,  none  must  touch  the  skin 
except  at  the  place  ordered,  and  the  cover  of  cotton  wool  must  not  be 
strapped  at  all  tightly,  or  pain  will  ensue  as  the  blister  rises.  If  a 
plaster  be  used,  and  the  blister  do  not  rise,  after  an  hour  a  small  poultice 
may  be  applied,  which  usually  produces  the  desired  effect.  In  cutting 
the  raised  cuticle,  the  small  snip  should  be  at  the  lowest  side  of  the 
blister,  and  wool  arranged  to  catch  the  fluid.  If  it  is  to  be  kept  open, 
all  the  raised  skin  must  be  cut  off,  and  the  dressing  applied  exactly  to 
the  sore ;  if  not,  a  simple  ointment  dressing  is  usually  put  over  the  skin, 
and  secured  by  wool  and  stiips  of  strapping. 

Liniments  must  be  applied  always  to  both  chest  walls  if  ordered 
for  bronchitis,  etc.,  and  in  every  case  rubbed  in  with  the  palm  and  not 
with  the  fingers.  Painting  with  iodine  must  not  be  continued  without 
orders  when  smarting  follows  the  application. 

Fomentations  and  stupes  are  conveniently  made  of  a  length  of 
flannel  doubled.  This  is  placed  on  a  strong  towel  over  a  basin,  boiling 
water  poured  over  it,  and  the  towel  then  wrung  out  quite  tightly ;  a 
good  wringer  is  made  by  a  strip  of  ticking  sewn  at  both  ends,  and  a  stick 
passed  through  each.  They  are  applied  to  the  painful  place,  covered  with 
thin  mackintosh  or  jaconet, — at  least  one  inch  wider  in  every  direction 
than  the  fomentation, — and  a  layer  of  cotton  wool  ;  and  are  kept  in 
position  by  a  flannel  binder  or  bandage.  Such  stupes  may  be  made  with 
decoction  of  boiling  poppy-heads,  or  may  be  sprinkled  quickly  with  40  to 
50  Tfl_  turpentine  or  10  to  30  1T1_  tinct.  opii,  as  may  be  ordered,  just 
before  application. 

In  applying"  leeches,  the  skin  must  be  well  washed  with  hot  water, 
and  plain  (not  scented)  soap ;  the  leech  is  placed  in  a  test  tube,  medicine 
glass,  or  small  tumbler,  half  full  of  cotton  wool,  held  over  the  place.  If 
slow  in  biting,  a  little  milk  may  be  placed  on  the  patient's  skin,  which 
usually  succeeds  if  the  leeches  are  good  ones.  They  fall  off  when  full, 
but  if  they  remain  too  long,  a  little  salt  sprinkled  on  them  Avill  remove 
them  at  once.  They  should  be  handled  as  little  as  possible  before  being 
applied. 

Orders  will  be  given  about  the  amount  of  bleeding  desirable — a 
warm  poultice  over  the  bites  encourages  it.  If  to  be  arrested,  a  very 
small  piece  of  cotton  wool,  a  mere  film,  placed  in  the  bite  generally  causes 
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coagulation.  Failing  this,  pressure,  cold  applications,  or  a  styptic,  such 
as  balsam  of  Peru,  may  be  tried,  and  the  medical  attendant  must  be  in- 
formed. Leech  bites  must  be  noticed  from  time  to  time  for  some  hours 
lest  the  bleeding  begin  again.  The  patient  should  not  be  alarmed  or 
agitated,  either  in  the  application  of  the  leeches  or  in  controlling  the 
bleeding.  If  leeches  are  pulled  off  they  are  apt  to  leave  their  teeth, 
which  form  a  tiresome  little  wound. 

Dry  cupping  is  done  by  exhaust  glasses,  or  by  placing  in  a  cupping- 
glass  or  small  tumbler  a  small  piece  of  blotting-paper  dipped  in  methy- 
lated spirit,  setting  it  alight,  and  at  once  applying.  The  edges  of  the 
glass  should  l^e  previously  oiled,  and  it  is  easily  removed  by  jiressing  away 
the  skin  from  the  edge,  and  allowing  air  to  enter. 

In  administering  enemata,  the  nurse  should  be  able  to  give  them 
equally  well  whether  the  patient  is  lying  on  the  back  or  side.  Gener- 
ally, however,  he  is  placed  on  the  left  side,  with  the  buttocks  close  to 
the  edge  of  the  bed,  and  the  knees  flexed.  The  nurse,  having  the 
enema  ready,  lubricates  the  nozzle  of  the  syringe  with  a  little  oil  or 
vaseline,  and  seeing  that  it  is  full,  so  as  not  to  inject  air,  with  the  fore- 
finger of  her  left  hand,  also  lubricated,  ascertains  the  entrance  to  the  rectum, 
and  gently  inserts  the  nozzle  with  her  right  hand.  Great  care  must  be 
taken  if  htemorrhoids,  fistula,  or  fissure  be  present,  all  exquisitel}' 
tender.  In  cases  of  faecal  accumulation,  the  nurse  may  be  desired  to 
break  up  the  mass  gently  Avith  her  finger  well  oiled,  and  her  nail  filled 
with  carbolic  soap ;  she  must  also  give  the  enema  at  intervals.  When 
this  is  so,  or  when  there  is  irritability  of  the  bowel,  or  relaxation  of  the 
sphincters,  the  gum  elastic  tube  supplied  with  the  Higginson  syringe  is 
useful.  It  is  softened  by  immersion  in  hot  water,  well  oiled,  fixed  to 
the  syringe  or  irrigator,  and  gently  inserted.  I  find  this  tube  safer  and 
better  to  use,  as  a  general  rule.  Indeed  the  short,  hard  bone  nozzles 
usually  supplied  for  rectal  use,  are  not  to  be  recommended  :  it  is  better 
always  to  draw  three  or  foixr  inches  of  stout  rubbei'  tubing  over  them 
before  insertion.  The  bed  should  be  specially  protected  by  a  mackintosh 
and  folded  sheet.  Restoratives  should  be  within  reach,  as  some  patients 
turn  faint  after  the  operation.  In  this,  as  in  douching,  washing  backs, 
etc.,  no  exposure  of  the  patient  is  necessary  or  justifiable. 

Simple  enemata  should  not  be  made  with  scented  or  medicated 
soaps,  curd  or  yellow  is  the  best. 

Starch  enemata  are  made  by  mixing  from  a  teaspoonful  to  a  table- 
spoonful  of  starch  powder,  according  to  the  quantity  required,  with  a 
little  cold  water  into  a  smooth  paste,  and  then  adding  boiling  water 
until  a  mucilage  is  formed,  to  which  the  special  medication  is  added. 
For  a  starch  and  turpentine  enema,  5j.  turpentine  to  gxv.  starch  nuicilage 
may  be  ordered ;  for  a  starch  and  opium,  the  prescribed  number  of 
minims  of  opium  are  added  to  the  prescribed  number  of  ounces  of  starch 
mucilage. 

Castor  and  olive  oil  enemata  are  conveniently  given  by  warming  the 
oil  in  a  cup,  and  then  placing  the  cup  in  the  basin  containing  the  simple 
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enema  which  usually  accompanies  the  oil.  The  end  of  the  syringe  is 
readily  transferred  from  the  water  to  the  cup  after  5ij.  or  giij.  have  been 
injected  ;  and  when  the  oil  has  been  given,  it  is  readily  replaced  in  the 
water  without  fear  of  admitting  air. 

In  rectal  feeding  it  is  desii'able,  when  possible,  first  to  wash  out  the 
lower  bowel  by  a  small  enema  of  Avarm  water.  The  quantity  and 
materials  of  nutrient  enemata  vary  according  to  special  orders ;  they 
are  most  easily  given  by  a  ball  syringe  holding  the  right  number  of 
ounces.  The  tube,  being  longer  and  thinner  than  that  of  the  ordinary 
syringe,  is  less  likely  to  irritate  the  bowel,  and  cause  the  enema  to 
be  returned.  It  must  be  carefully  cleansed  after  use  each  time.  Nu- 
trient enemata  must  be  given  very  slowly  to  ensure  retention,  not  a 
bubble  of  air  should  find  its  way  into  the  l^owel,  and  a  napkin  should  be 
held  to  the  anus  for  a  few  minutes  after  :  in  all  these  applications  great 
gentleness  is  essential. 

Glycerine  enemata  are  usually  given  in  a  special  syringe  holding  the 
exact  amount  required. 

In  nasal  feeding  the  nurse  must  be  careful  that  the  tube  is  really  in 
the  oesophagus,  and  only  administer  5].  to  5ij.  at  a  time.  Nasal  feeding, 
however,  should  always  be  done  by  a  carefully  instructed  person,  if  not  by 
a  surgeon  [vide  art.  on  "Dietetics,"  p.  387]. 

In  passing  the  female  catheter  the  vulva  must  first  be  thoroughly 
cleansed  with  warm  water,  and  a  disinfectant,  ■joVo'  perchloride, 
carbolic,  creolin,  or  Condy.  The  patient  should  lie  on  her  back  with  the 
knees  drawn  up,  though  in  some  cases  (for  example,  ruptured  perinseum) 
she  is  better  on  her  left  side.  The  catheter — generally  a  gum-elastic 
or  flexible  india-rubber  one,  size  seven  or  eight — must  be  perfectly 
clean,  not  rough  at  all  on  the  surface,  and  soaked  before  using 
in  ^QOQ  perchl.  or  -^-jy  carbolic.  It  is  lubricated  with  carbolised 
glycerine  or  vaseline,  and  the  nurse,  holding  it  in  one  hand, 
with  the  index  finger  of  the  other  also  lubricated,  finds  the  entrance 
to  the  vagina  ;  just  above  this  the  hard  round  meatus  urinarius  (with 
its  depressed  central  orifice)  is  easily  felt,  and  the  catheter  passed  into 
it,  the  other  end  being  placed  in  a  convenient  receptacle.  If  there  be 
much  vaginal  discharge,  or  the  nurse  cannot  pass  the  catheter  into  the 
orifice  at  once,  the  catheter  must  be  thoroughly  recleansed,  and  the 
nurse,  separating  the  labia,  must  ascertain  the  position  of  the  meatus  by 
the  eye,  and  insert  the  catheter  after  carefully  wiping  all  discharge 
away ;  it  is  most  important  that  no  discharge  be  carried  into  the 
bladder,  as  there  is  great  danger  of  cystitis  if  the  strictest  cleanliness 
is  not  observed.  Glass  catheters  can  be  boiled  each  time  after  use,  and 
no  impurity  can  remain  unnoticed,  but  there  is  danger  in  their  fra- 
gility. A  catheter  must  be  thoroughly  cleansed  in  warm  water,  held 
under  a  tap  to  allow  the  water  to  run  from  the  eye  downwards  for  a 
few  minutes,  and  then  placed  in  a  disinfectant.  If  boracic  lotion  be 
used,  care  must  be  taken  that  crystals  do  not  become  deposited  on  the 
catheter,  as  one  iised  in  this  condition  may  injure  the  urethra.  Any 
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marked  tenderness  in  passing  the  catheter  must  be  reported,  as  it  may 
be  due  to  urethral  caruncle  or  other  special  cause. 

In  washing  out  the  female  bladder  the  catheter  is  passed  in  the  usual 
way,  and  the  water  drawn  off.  The  nurse  has  ready  in  a  jug  the  pre- 
scribed quantity  of  the  warm  lotion  to  be  used  (frequently  "  boracic  "), 
and  an  india-rubber  tube,  aljout  one  yard  long,  to  which  is  attached  a 
glass  funnel  holding  giv.  to  5vj.  The  free  end  of  the  catheter  is  placed 
in  the  tube,  which  the  nurse  compresses  a  few  inches  above  the  catheter 
between  the  second  and  third  fingers  of  her  left  hand,  holding  the  funnel 
between  her  thumb  and  index  finger.  With  the  right  hand  she  fills 
the  funnel  and  tube  from  the  jug,  and  then,  releasing  the  tube  and 
raising  the  funnel,  she  allows  the  lotion  to  flow  into  the  bladder,  com- 
pressing the  tube  again  just  before  the  fuimel  empties  itself.  After 
repeating  this  once,  or  even  twice,  she  removes  the  tubing  from  the 
catheter,  and  allows  the  bladder  to  empty  itself.  It  is  wise  to  have  a 
glass  measure  to  receive  the  contents  of  the  bladder,  in  order  to  ascertain 
either  that  no  lotion  remains  or  only  the  right  number  of  ounces  ordered. 
The  tube  is  then  readjusted,  and  the  process  repeated  until  the 
prescribed  quantity  of  lotion  has  been  used.  The  nurse  must  carefully 
examine  the  catheter  lest  the  eye  become  blocked  by  mucus,  as  is  often 
the  case  in  cystitis. 

In  giving  vaginal  douches  the  nurse  should  protect  the  bed  with 
a  piece  of  mackintosh  and  folded  sheet.  The  patient  should  lie  on 
her  back,  with  head  rather  low,  and  a  pillow  under  the  loins.  The  bed- 
pan should  be  warmed  before  being  used,  and  a  towel  be  at  hand. 

Having  prepared  the  douche  as  ordered,  testing  its  heat  by  the  bath 
thermometer,  and,  if  of  Condy's  fluid,  not  making  it  too  strong  (sj.  to  Oj.  of 
the  fluid,  or  two  or  three  crystals  of  the  permanganate),  the  nurse 
lubricates  the  glass  nozzle  with  carbolised  glycerine  or  vaseline,  and 
allows  it  to  fill  with  the  lotion,  to  exclude  air.  Having  placed  the 
irrigator  at  a  convenient  height  above  the  bed,  she  inserts  the  tube 
gently  into  the  vagina,  unless  the  patient  prefer  to  do  it  herself,  which 
may  be  better  in  cases  of  cancer,  etc.,  where  there  is  great  tenderness. 
The  tap  is  then  turned,  the  douche  given,  and  the  tube  removed  without 
allowing  any  air  to  enter.  If  a  Higginson's  syringe  be  used,  the  glass  nozzle 
is  easily  fixed  to  it  by  removing  the  bone  nozzle,  and  putting  the  glass  into 
the  india-rubber  tube  ;  it  is  then  filled  with  lotion,  and  inserted  in  the  same 
way.  The  douche  is  conveniently  contained  in  a  jug  supported  at  the  side 
of  the  bed.  Glass  nozzles  (without  a  terminal  hole,  lest  the  nurse 
unwittingly  administer  an  intra-uterine  douche)  are  the  cleanest  and 
safest,  as  they  can  be  boiled  and  left  to  soak  in  disinfectant  until  wanted. 
If  hot  douches  are  ordered  (110''  F.),  the  vulva  may  be  smeared  with 
a  little  carljolised  vaseline  to  protect  the  skin,  which  is  often  very 
sensitive.  The  bath  thermometer  should  invariably  be  used,  and  a 
careful  report  given  of  the  result  of  the  douche. 

Vaginal  plugs  and  tampons  are  made  of  absorbent  cotton  wool, 
rolled  into  the  required  shape,  and  secured  by  linen  thread.  Tampons 
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are  pear-shaped  with  the  thread  attached  to  the  lower  end,  and  are 
generally  used  for  applying  medications  to  the  vaginal  walls.  Plugs  may 
be  made  by  turning  in  the  edges  of  a  square  of  wool,  and  forming  it  into 
a  sausage- shaped  roll  secured  in  the  middle  by  a  long  thread.  For  sup- 
porting the  uterus  and  packing  round  the  cervix  several  of  these  rolls 
are  attached  to  the  one  string,  forming  the  "  kite  tail "  plug.  For 
plugging  with  a  speculum,  rounds  of  cotton  wool,  of  varying  sizes,  with 
the  thread  passed  through  the  middle,  are  convenient.  In  every  case 
the  threads  should  be  long  enough  to  be  well  beyond  the  vagina,  and  the 
exact  number  of  plugs  inserted  noted  down. 

Gynseeologieal  Work. — A  nurse  should  understand  how  to  arrange  a 
patient  for  examination,  bringing  her  well  to  the  edge  of  the  bed  on  her 
left  side,  the  spine  as  nearly  as  possible  in  a  line  with  it,  the  knees 
flexed,  the  right  one  being  rather  more  drawn  up  than  the  left,  and  the 
left  arm  brought  round  to  the  back,  so  that  the  patient  is  lying  almost  on 
her  chest. 

She  should  also  know  the  names  of  the  various  specula  (Ferguson, 
Sims,  etc.),  and  be  able  to  pass  them  if  required.  This  is  done  by 
placing  the  first  two  fingers  of  the  left  hand,  previously  lubricated  with 
carbolised  vaseline  or  glycerine,  in  the  entrance  to  the  vagina,  and  draw- 
ing the  perinseum  backwards  so  as  to  admit  the  edge  of  the  speculum, 
which  is  passed  gently  in  a  backward  direction,  holding  the  perinseum 
well  back  so  as  to  avoid  touching  the  clitoris,  or  causing  pain,  until  the  os 
can  be  seen.  It  may  be  necessary  to  alter  the  position  of  the  speculum  a 
little,  if  a  "  Ferguson,"  to  bring  the  os  into  view,  in  order  to  carry  out 
special  directions  for  plugging  round  the  cervix  in  any  given  way.  The 
nurse  must  be  able  to  prepare  uterine  probes  for  use,  by  placing  a  very 
thin  layer  of  cotton  wool  on  her  left  palm,  laying  the  probe  at  the  edge 
of  it,  and,  by  a  little  manipulation  and  rotation  of  the  instrument,  wrap- 
ping it  smoothly  and  firmly  rovmd.  After  use  the  wool  is  removed  and 
fresh  supplied.  Medicated  bougies  are  placed  in  the  vagina  to  dissolve. 
Suppositories  are  gently  passed  into  the  rectum,  the  finger  being 
previously  oiled. 

Hypodermic  injections  are  given,  after  seeing  the  needle  is  clean 
and  firmly  screwed  on,  by  first  accurately  filling  the  syringe,  and  then 
driving  the  fluid  to  the  point  of  the  needle  so  as  to  expel  the  air.  The 
skin,  previously  cleansed,  is  then  firmly  held  and  raised  into  a  fold,  while 
the  needle  is  gently  but  quickly  inserted  into  the  fold  in  a  direction 
nearly  parallel  with  the  surface,  and  pressed  onward  till  the  point  has 
passed  through  the  skin  into  the  subcutaneous  tisssue ;  the  syringe  is 
then  emptied  and  withdrawn,  a  finger  being  placed  over  the  puncture  for  a 
minute  or  two.  If  the  needle  is  properly  inserted  below  the  skin  no 
bleeding  or  swelling  will  ensue.  The  same  care  must  be  taken  in 
purification  of  this  syringe  and  its  parts  as  of  other  instruments. 

Baths. — In  giving  baths  everything  must  be  ready  before  the 
patient  is  disturbed,  and  the  temperature  verified  by  the  thermometer. 
In  a  large  bath  the  hot  and  cold  water  must  be  well  mixed  before  this  is 
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done,  and  on  no  j^retext  whatever  should  any  patient  be  left  with  the 
taps  running.  The  cold  water  must  always  be  turned  on  first,  and  no 
patient  or  junior  assistant  should  ever  be  permitted  to  touch  the  taps. 
Except  under  special  circumstances — such  as  the  special  treatment  of 
fever,  and  then  only  by  the  charge  nurse — the  taps  should  never  be 
turned  after  the  bathing  has  commenced. 

Towels,  a  blanket,  and  if  necessary  a  screen  should  be  in  readiness. 
The  temperature  is  ordered  to  be  from  98°  to  110°  F.  for  hot  baths, 
92°  to  98°  warm,  85°  to  92°  tepid,  and  70°  cold,  and  the  water  must  be 
tested  by  the  thermometer  during  the  length  of  time  ordered.  That  the 
bath  may  not  fall  below  the  degrees  required,  the  Avater  should  stand  a  little 
above  these  limits  at  first,  and  should  have  lain  long  enough  in  the  bath 
to  warm  it  through.  Thick  stoneware  baths  absorb  a  larger  quantity  of 
heat.  The  patient  has  a  blanket  laid  over  him,  and  as  he  is  lowered 
into  the  bath,  this  remains  spread  across  it,  and  is  wrapped  round  him 
again  when  lifted  out. 

With  children  the  blanket  may  be  spread  over  the  bath  first,  and 
they  are  then  rolled  in  it  and  placed  in  the  bath. 

In  giving  a  hip-bath  the  same  arrangement  is  desirable,  and  a  small 
blanket  can  be  placed  over  the  shoulders  to  avoid  chill. 

Warm  towels  and  wrapping  in  a  blanket  are  desirable  after  hot  baths, 
the  bed  being  warmed  by  a  hot  bottle. 

In  cold  bathing  we  are  usually  ordered  to  lower  the  jiatient  in  a 
sheet  into  tepid  water  (75°  F.)  first,  and  to  reduce  the  temperature 
by  adding  cold  water  gradually. 

Of  special  baths  the  following  are  usually  ordered  : — 

(ft)  Mustard,  5ij.  to  giv.  to  every  4  gallons  water. 
(Z*)  Salt,  1  lb.  to  every  4  gallons  water. 

(c)  Alkaline,  carbonate  soda  or  potash,  gij.  to  giv.  to  every  4  gallons 
water. 

id)  Sulphur,  sulphide  of  calcium,  gij.  to  gvj.  to  every  4  gallons  water. 

The  time  for  which  the  patient  remains  in  the  bath  is  ordered  by  the 
medical  attendant. 

Vapour  and  Jiot-air  hafJis  can  be  administered  in  bed,  by  covering  the 
mattress  with  a  waterproof  sheet  and  a  blanket.  The  patient  is  stripped 
and  placed  in  a  blanket,  with  another  over  him.  A  long  cradle  is  then 
placed  in  the  bed,  well  covered  with  blankets,  so  as  to  exclude  all  air 
except  at  the  foot,  where  a  funnel  over  a  special  lamp,  or  from  a  steam- 
kettle  on  a  lamp,  conveys  the  heated  air  into  the  bed.  Hot  drinks, 
such  as  milk,  hot  water,  etc.,  may  be  given  with  advantage  to  promote 
perspiration.  The  temperature  should  be  taken  l^efore,  during,  and  after ; 
and  the  pulse  felt  at  intervals,  in  case  of  faintness.  After  the  stated 
time,  usually  from  twenty  to  thirty  minutes,  the  hot  air  or  steam  is  with- 
drawn, the  patient  wrapped  in  hot  dry  blankets,  and  left  a  while  before 
dressing  him  and  remaking  his  bed. 

If  the  l)ath  l)e  given  out  of  bed,  a  lamp,  specially  protected,  is  placed 


NURSING 


441 


under  a  cane-chair,  which  is  covered  all  round  by  a  blanket ;  the  patient 
is  undressed,  wrapped  in  blankets,  and  placed  on  it  with  a  screen 
round.  The  same  routine  is  followed  after  the  time  has  elapsed,  except 
that  the  bed  should  be  warmed  by  hot  bottles. 

Hot  and  cold  packs  are  given  by  placing  a  patient  on  a  bed  similarly 
prepared  as  for  the  air  bath,  and  enveloping  him  from  head  to  foot  in  a 
thin  blanket  wrung  out  of  hot  water  for  the  hot  pack,  or  a  sheet  wrung 
out  of  cold  for  the  cold  pack.  If  the  latter  be  to  reduce  the  temperature, 
it  may  need  renewing  after  an  interval,  the  temperature  being  taken 
in  rectum  or  mouth  before  and  at  frequent  intervals  during  the  process. 
A  cold  towel  should  be  on  the  head.  The  patient  in  both  cases  is  to  be 
left  for  a  time  before  being  dressed. 

Ice-hags  should  be  filled  with  small  pieces  of  ice,  and  have  a  piece  of 
lint  or  linen  between  them  and  the  skin.  If  for  the  head  they  must 
not  be  too  heavy,  and  may  be  tied  to  the  top  of  the  bed  to  support  them. 
They  must  never  be  left  until  the  ice  has  all  melted. 

A  tent  and  steam  kettle  are  often  ordered  for  bronchitis,  tracheo- 
tomy, etc.,  and  can  be  made  of  folding  screens  covered  by  quilts  or 
blankets  so  as  to  exclude  all  draught,  and  enable  the  space  to  be  filled 
with  steam.  The  kettle  must  not  be  too  high  above  the  patient,  or 
in  a  position  to  allow  it  to  drop  or  spurt  on  him  ;  especially  with  young 
children  an  equable  temperature  must  be  maintained,  and  the  supply  of 
steam  be  constant. 

Inhalations  are  given  in  an  inhaler,  or  in  a  jug  with  a  towel  placed 
round  it  so  that  the  patient  breathes  only  the  steam.  Water  at  140°  F. 
must  always  be  used,  and  care  taken  that  a  weak  patient  does  not  become 
faint  by  bending  over  too  much  in  a  crouching  attitude.  The  nurse 
should  be  familiar  with  the  use  of  asthma  jiowders,  nitrite  of  amyl 
capsides,  etc. 

Sick  Cookery. — Gruel. — A  nurse  should  understand  the  making  of 
gruel  hy  mixing  the  fine  oatmeal  or  grouts  into  a  smooth  paste  with  a 
little  cold  milk  or  water,  and  then  pouring  it  into  the  boiling  milk  or 
water,  and  letting  it  boil  some  minutes  after  thickening,  stirring  mean- 
while to  keep  it  smooth.  Arrowroot  and  corn  flour  are  prepared  in  the 
same  way.  White  wine  whey  is  made  by  adding  5iv.  sherry  to  a  pint  of 
milk  just  as  it  boils,  and  then  straining  through  muslin. 

Junket  is  made  by  adding  a  few  drops  of  rennet  to  a  pint  of  lukewarm 
milk,  and  letting  it  stand. 

Feptonising  milk,  gruel,  etc.,  is  the  nurse's  duty,  and  is  conveniently 
done  by  means  of  the  various  powders  or  peptonising  fluids,  according 
to  printed  rules.  The  food  must  not  stand  too  long,  or  it  will  become 
bitter  ;  the  process  is  checked  either  by  boiling  for  a  few  minutes,  or 
placing  in  ice. 

The  preparation  of  raw  beef  tea,  scraped  raw  beef  (given  with  brown 
sugar  in  certain  cases),  raw  meat  juice,  beef  tea,  mutton  broth,  veal 
tea,  chicken  broth,  chicken  jelly,  custards,  etc.,  are  all  necessary.  The 
nurse's  duty  is  to  give  the  nourishment  in  an  appetising  manner. 
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Dainty  arrangements,  small  quantities,  served  regularly  and  punctually, 
with  as  much  variety  as  possible,  and  absolute  cleanliness  of  every  detail, 
are  essential.  The  nurse  must  never  touch  the  food  with  the  finger,  or  taste 
it  with  the  patient's  spoon  to  test  its  temperature.  In  feeding  a  patient 
whose  head  is  on  the  pillow,  the  nurse's  hand,  raising  the  head,  must 
be  put  under  the  pillow.  The  food  must  be  cautiousl}'  given,  but  the  food 
must  not  be  dribbled  ineffectually  or  too  slowly  into  the  mouth. 

The  disinfection  of  sputa  from  phthisical  patients  is  a  necessary 
precaution.  The  best  spittoons  are  white  mugs  with  an  inverted  conical 
lid.  A  disinfectant  such  as  "-^^q-  carbolic"  or  5ii.  creolin  in  gj.  Avater  can 
be  used,  and  the  whole  utensil  is  easily  cleansed.  Stiif  paper  may  be 
folded  for  the  same  use,  but  it  is  not  so  sightly,  and  does  not  allow  the 
sputa  to  pass  readily  into  the  disinfectant.  All  handkerchiefs  used  by 
such  patients  should  be  placed  in       carbolic  at  once. 

Typhoid  stools  must  be  freely  covered  by  strong  carbolic,  or  a  solu- 
tion of  sulphate  of  iron,  and  allowed  to  stand,  if  possible,  about  twenty 
minutes  before  being  emptied  into  the  drain.  The  utensil  must  be 
closely  covered. 

It  is  usual  to  have  a  sheet  wrung  out  of  carbolic  or  creolin  (5iv. 
to  gvj.  to  1  gallon  of  water)  over  the  door  of  a  room  in  which  there  is  an 
infectious  case.  Sheets  on  folding  screens  may  be  placed  round  a  septic 
case  in  a  ward  until  it  can  be  removed.  The  carbolic  spray  is  sometimes 
ordered  also.  All  bed  linen,  and  whatever  has  been  worn  by  an 
infectious  patient,  must  be  immersed  in  carbolic  or  other  disinfectant 
at  the  bedside  ;  they  must  not  be  carried  across  the  ward  first.  Special 
cups,  glasses,  etc.,  must  be  kept,  and,  if  necessary,  boiled  or  heated  in 
the  oven  before  using  again. 

Bedding,  outer  garments,  etc.,  are  best  purified  by  the  special 
apparatus  which  is  provided  in  most  hospitals,  and  in  connection  with 
the  vestries. 

A  nurse  in  attendance  on  infectious  cases  must  take  a  carbolic  bath 
(not  forgetting  her  hair),  change  every  article  of  clothing,  have  all 
garments  worn  in  the  room  disinfected,  and  if  possible  have  some  days' 
interval  before  returning  to  general  work.  She  must  not  eat  in  the 
room  of  an  infectious  case,  her  hands  must  be  thoroughly  cleansed  after 
contact  with  the  patient,  and  she  must  rinse  the  mouth  and  gargle  with 
Condy's  fluid  (5].  to  Oj.)  at  intervals. 

The  nuFSing-  of  children  calls  for  special  watchfulness,  and  that 
keen  and  sympathetic  power  of  observation  which  can  distinguish  between 
fretfulness  and  pain,  hunger  and  temper,  caprice  and  loss  of  appetite,  etc. 
In  nursing  fretful  children  kindness  is  essential.    I  need  scarcely  say  • 
that  corporal  punishment  should  never  be  administered. 

One  very  common  error  is  moving  sick  children  about  too  much.  A 
nurse  who  would  not  dream  of  giving  unnecessary  exertion  to  an  adult 
with  acute  bronchitis  or  pneumonia,  will  not  realise  there  is  harm  in 
raising  a  child  similarly  affected  into  a  sitting  position  to  change  linen, 
poultices,  and  so  forth ;  and  will  even  take  it  out  of  bed  to  wash  it  on 
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her  knee  by  the  fire,  forgetting  that  if  easy  to  her  to  lift  and  move 
a  child,  it  by  no  means  follows  that  it  is  easy  to  the  child.  Sick 
children  should  be  handled  as  nearly  like  adults  as  possible.  Special 
care  is  necessary  to  keep  them  dry  and  clean ;  every  two  hom's  by  day 
they  should  be  attended  to  except  when  sleeping  soundly — when  four 
hours  may  elapse — and  twice  at  least  during  the  night.  Attention  after 
each  meal  is  desirable,  and  the  habit  of  regularity  taught  as  far  as  may 
be.  Careful  washing  and  powdering  are  essential.  Flannel  or  flannelette 
night-gowns  made  long,  and  even  to  button  below  the  feet,  prevent  chill 
when  a  restless  child  throws  off  the  bed-clothes  in  its  sleep.  When 
dressing  wounds,  the  attention  of  the  child  should  be  diverted  as  much 
as  possible,  half  the  crying  is  from  fright  rather  than  pain.  Also 
children  should  never  be  deceived  with  regard  to  pain,  the  taste  of 
medicine,  and  the  like ;  if  they  find  they  have  been  told  what  is  untrue 
the  power  of  the  nurse  is  gone. 

In  elothing-  infants,  whose  ribs  are  very  yielding,  there  should  be 
nothing  tight  round  the  chest  or  waist ;  and  the  legs  and  thighs  should 
always  be  covered  with  flannel  or  wool,  not,  as  is  usual,  left  naked 
while  the  chest  is  swathed  in  layers  of  useless  clothing. 

In  feeding  children  they  must  be  induced  to  take  the  amount 
ordered ;  firmness  and  kindness  go  far  to  succeed  in  this. 

When,  in  whooping-cough,  food  is  rejected  from  the  stomach,  it  is  well 
to  give  more  as  soon  as  a  paroxysm  is  well  over,  to  ensure  that  some  be 
assimilated  before  the  next  fit  of  coughing.  In  convulsions,  when  a  bath 
is  ordered,  it  ought  to  be  from  90''  to  95°,  deep  enough  to  immerse  the 
child  up  to  the  neck,  and  the  thermometer  kept  steady  by  adding  more 
hot  water  from  a  can,  not  from  a  tap  ;  a  blanket  is  thrown  over  the  bath, 
and  cold  or  iced  applications  may  be  placed  on  the  head. 

It  is  essential  to  remember  that  the  stomach  of  an  infant  a  few 
weeks  old  only  holds  a  small  quantity  of  fluid,  and  no  more  than  gj. 
to  gij.  should  be  given  at  one  time  or  vomiting  will  follow. 

In  feeding  infants  by  hand  the  bottles  must  be  scrupulously  clean  ; 
those  with  the  teat  on  the  bottle  are  the  best ;  the  tubes  of  the  ordinary 
shape  are  difficult  to  clean.  In  either  case  two  must  be  kept,  one  being 
soaked  in  cold  water  after  a  thorough  cleansing  in  hot  soda  and  water 
while  the  other  is  in  use. 

In  cases  of  diphtheria  great  care  must  be  taken  that  none  of  the 
discharge  or  mucus  is  coughed  or  spat  into  the  nurse's  eyes  or  face, 
especially  during  feeding,  and  the  nurse  must  not  put  her  face  close  to 
that  of  the  child. 

In  cases  of  tracheotomy  the  nurse  must  keep  the  temperature  of 
the  room  perfectly  equable,  and  the  steam  kettle,  usually  charged  with  a 
disinfectant,  always  going.  A  small  piece  of  moist  sponge  over  the  tube 
is  generally  used,  and  is  frequently  changed.  The  tube  must  be  kept 
clean  from  membrane  and  mucus  by  means  of  feathers,  which  should  stand 
in  a  solution  of  carbonate  of  soda.  The  nurse  must  understand  the  use 
of  the  tube,  so  that  in  an  emergency  she  could  replace  it,  or  at  the  worst 
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keep  the  tracheal  incision  open  with  her  forceps  till  the  doctor  can 
arrive.  The  child  must  be  regularly  fed,  kept  dry  and  clean,  and 
notice  taken  if  there  be  any  regurgitation  of  liquid  through  the  nose. 

Ppivate  Nursing. — This  branch  of  the  profession  affects  the  general 
public  more  closely  than  any  other,  as  both  doctors  and  patients  depend 
almost  entirely  on  the  trustworthiness  and  experience  of  the  nurses ;  and 
yet  it  is  the  one  most  open  to  women  of  little  or  no  pretensions  to 
knowledge.  That  this  is  possible  is  due  to  the  ignorance  of  the  com- 
munity at  large,  the  apathy  or  mistaken  kindness  of  medical  men,  and 
the  cupidity  of  speculators.  If  women  can  be  engaged  at  low  salaries, 
with  little  or  no  investigation  of  their  antecedents,  and  sent  out  as 
"  trained  nurses "  at  fees  calculated  to  yield  a  handsome  profit,  who 
can  wonder  that  things  are  as  they  are  ?  The  remedy  lies  in  the 
hands  of  those  whose  work  has  called  trained  nurses  into  existence — 
the  members  of  the  medical  profession.  As  long  as  they  accept  such 
arrangements  so  long  only  will  they  continue. 

If  every  medical  man  would  but  ask  a  few  leading  questions  of  the 
nurse  supplied  to  him  from  an  institution,  concerning  her  length  of 
training,  where  obtained,  her  experience  of  cases  similar  to  the  one 
in  hand,  her  method  of  carrying  out  certain  orders,  meeting  any 
emergency  that  may  arise,  etc.,  semi- trained  incapable  women  would  be 
detected.  No  feelings  of  pity  or  wish  to  avoid  trouble  should  be 
allowed  to  screen  an  incompetent,  unsatisfactory  nurse.  The  issues  in- 
volved are  too  great,  and  nursing  is  too  responsible  a  calling  to  be  placed 
in  prentice  or  untrustworthy  hands  ;  neither  for  sentiment  nor  economy, 
both  equally  false,  should  life  be  endangered  or  unnecessary  pain  and 
discomfort  inflicted. 

The  manner  and  dress  of  a  nurse  serve  as  guides  to  the  thorough- 
ness of  her  training.  A  woman  who  is  scrujiulously  Jieat,  in  a  suitable 
inconspicuous  uniform,  businesslike  in  manner,  yet  bright  and  pleasant, 
who  takes  her  orders  quietly  yet  intelligently,  and  who  keeps  strictly  to 
her  own  jjosition,  is  likely  to  be  suitable.  Nurses  need  a  "  professional " 
manner  as  much  as  physicians,  and  the  latter  Avould  add  to  the  dignity 
of  both  professions  by  recognising  and  encouraging  the  fact.  Flippancy 
and  familiarity  are  especially  unworthy  of  those  whose  work  involves 
such  grave  responsibilities.  Mutual  respect  is  the  groundwork  of  the 
confidence  which  must  exist  if  the  patient  is  to  receive  the  full  benefit  of 
the  treatment.  The  medical  man  must  feel  able  to  trust  the  nurse's 
ability  and  trustworthiness  in  carrying  out  his  instructions  to  the 
smallest  detail ;  and  the  nurse  must  jirove  herself  deserving  of  such 
trust,  and  add  to  her  other  duties  an  absolute  loyalty  towards  the 
doctor.  By  her  manner  of  obeying  orders  she  can  also  inspire  the 
patient  with  wholesome  confidence.  If  at  any  time  the  nurse  cannot 
be  present  at  the  doctor's  visit,  a  written  report  must  be  left  for  him, 
and  his  orders  for  her  should  also  be  in  writing  so  as  to  avoid  any 
misunderstanding.  Orders  should  be  given  directly  to  the  nurse,  not 
through  the  friends ;  and  care  taken  that  she  really  Understands  them. 
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Her  report  also  should  be  given  to  the  medical  man,  if  necessary  before 
he  sees  the  patient,  or  after,  if  not  desirable  in  the  sick-room. 

The  nurse  should  never  take  the  friends  into  confidence  about  the 
case,  nor  express  her  own  opinion  to  them.  Infinite  harm  is  done  in 
this  way,  and  often  remarks  are  quoted  to  the  medical  attendant  in  a 
diflferent  manner  from  that  in  which  they  were  originally  spoken. 

The  vice  of  gossiping  is  a  very  grave  one,  and  unfits  a  nurse  for  her 
office  almost  as  much  as  the  vice  of  intemperance.  If  a  woman  persist 
in  thus  offending  she  should  not  be  employed.  Criticism  of  the  medical 
treatment,  suggestions  of  further  advice,  or  even  of  a  change  of  the 
medical  man,  should  never  be  tolerated  ;  such  behaviour  is  unconscientious 
in  the  highest  degree,  opens  the  door  to  suspicions  of  touting  for  special 
doctors',  and  might  lead  to  the  gravest  results  to  the  patient.  If  a  nurse 
cannot  conscientiously  continue  to  work  for  a  certain  medical  man  she 
must  have  the  courage  of  her  convictions,  and  leave  the  case  without 
reflecting  on  him  in  any  way. 

When  sending  for  a  nurse  the  medical  attendant  can  do  much  to  put 
her  on  a  right  footing  with  the  household  she  is  to  enter.  Too  often 
training  is  supposed  to  render  a  nurse  indifferent  to  sleep,  exercise,  or 
regular  food.  It  should  be  clearly  explained  that  eight  continuous  hours 
for  sleep,  at  least  one  hour  for  exercise,  and  time  for  each  meal,  are 
necessary  as  a  rule,  though  a  good  nurse  will  make  exceptional  eff'orts  in 
case  of  emergency.  Her  meals  should  not  be  served  in  the  sick-room  ; 
and  if  on  night  duty,  her  bedroom  should  be  in  a  quiet  part  of  the  house. 
Necessary  sleep  and  exercise  are  essential  to  keep  a  nurse  fit  for  the 
duties  and  responsibilities  which  devolve  upon  her.  The  medical 
attendant  generally  knows  something  of  the  household,  and  can  give 
the  nurse  some  valuable  hints  which  may  enable  her  to  avoid  friction. 

A  private  nurse  needs  special  neatness  and  refinement,  so  as  to 
keep  both  the  patient  and  his  surroundings  in  pleasant  order. 
The  toilet  of  the  patient  calls  for  scrupulous  nicety  ;  nails,  hair,  etc., 
being  carefully  attended  to.  The  housemaid's  work  will  depend  upon 
the  domestic  arrangements,  and  is  generally  done  by  a  servant,  but  the 
nurse  is  responsible  for  the  room  being'in  order.  She  can  do  much  to 
comfort  her  patient  by  avoiding  all  unnecessary  noise  in  remaking  the 
fire  (using  housemaid's  gloves  to  lift  the  coal,  which  should  be  in 
lumps) ;  shading  his  eyes  from  too  strong  light,  either  from  lamp  or 
window ;  arranging  flowers  ;  finding  out  any  particular  like  or  dislike, 
and  if  possible  attending  to  it ;  avoiding  all  whispered  conversations, 
creaking  doors  or  windows,  flapping  blinds,  creaking  shoes,  rustling  or 
rattling  dress  or  ornaments,  not  shaking  the  bed  in  passing,  in  fact, 
feeling  with  as  well  as  for  the  patient.  When  her  services  are  not 
needed  the  nurse  is  better  out  of  the  patient's  sight,  though  close  at 
hand ;  and  this  is  especially  desirable  if  the  nurse  be  reading  to  hex'self 
as  in  some  long  watches  she  may  lest  she  sleep.  Needlework,  however, 
is  never  resented  by  a  patient.  A  UTirse  should  invariably  wear  her 
uniform  when  on  duty  whether  by  day  or  night. 
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Much  depends  on  the  way  in  which  the  nourishment  is  presented  as 
to  whether  the  patient  will  take  it  or  not.  This  is  entirely  the  nurse's 
province,  and  she  should  have  a  sufficient  knowledge  of  sick  cookery  to 
supply  any  deficiency  in  this  respect  in  the  household.  Everything 
should  be  served  as  daintily  as  possible,  glasses,  spoons,  etc.,  perfectly 
clean  and  polished,  clean  tray-cloth,  if  possible  a  few  flowers,  small 
portions,  and  any  particular  fancy  as  to  sweetness,  etc.,  remembered. 
Every  particle  of  fat  should  be  removed  from  broths  and  beef  tea,  toast 
should  be  thin  and  crisp,  bread  and  butter  thin  and  lightly  spread, 
nothing  spilled  on  plate  or  saucer.  The  patient  should  not  be  told  as  a 
rule  what  is  coming,  as  an  unexpected  thing  is  often  more  readily  taken. 
Rigid  punctuality  is  necessary ;  nothing  spoils  an  invalid's  appetite  like 
delay.  No  stimulant  should  ever  be  given  or  allowed  to  be  given 
without  direct  medical  orders,  and  the  kind  and  quantity  must  be 
entered  in  the  diary.  Food  should  never  be  tasted  or  cooled  by  being 
blown  upon,  it  disgusts  the  patient.  Food  should  never  be  kept  in  the 
sick-room,  and  plates,  glasses,  etc.,  are  to  be  removed  as  soon  as  possible. 
Ice  may  be  kept  much  longer  if  wrapped  in  flannel  and  placed  on  a 
colander  to  let  the  water  drain  away. 

A  private  nurse  needs  great  tact  in  so  dealing  with  the  friends  and 
relations  that  orders  may  be  carried  out  without  offending  them.  If  in 
any  difficulty  they  will  not  yield  to  her  persuasions  she  must  appeal  to 
the  doctor  for  advice.  Thoughtfulness  for  their  natural  feelings,  and 
also  for  the  household  arrangements,  so  as  to  avoid  giving  unnecessary 
trouble,  will  do  much  to  jiromote  friendly  relations.  The  present 
system  of  private  nursing  leaves  much  to  be  desired,  but  valuable 
reforms  can  only  be  obtained  by  those  most  interested,  the  medical 
men  themselves.  The  nurses  are  too  often  isolated  units,  without 
a  centre  or  standard,  and  so  are  apt  to  put  themselves  before  the 
needs  of  patient  or  doctor.  After  their  time  of  training  and  agreement 
is  over,  they  are  inclined  to  think  they  know  all  that  is  necessary ;  they 
have  no  system  on  which  to  arrange  their  work,  and,  unless  they  are 
specially  fortunate,  no  one  to  give  aid  or  advice.  Half  the  troubles 
that  occur  are  due  to  inexperience  in  adapting  themselves  to  the  altered 
conditions  in  which  they  have  to  work ;  and  it  needs  both  tact  and 
disciplined  training  to  enable  them  to  adjust,  themselves  satisfactorily 
to  the  new  circumstances. 

Those  interested  in  nurses  as  a  class  may  give  material  help  to 
individuals  by  advising  and  helping  them  in  habits  of  thrift.  The 
Koyal  Pension  Fund  for  trained  nurses  and  similar  schemes  ofli'er  unusual 
advantages  for  old  age  pensions,  sick  pay,  etc.,  and  grateful  patients  may 
do  much  for  the  nurses  by  helping  them  to  become  members  of  such 
associations. 

District  Nursing. — Nursing  the  sick  poor  in  their  own  homes  is  now 
a  recognised  branch  of  the  profession,  though  it  is  not  equally  realised 
that  this  work  requires  specially  trained  women.  The  cases  are  as 
varied  and  critical  as  any  to  be  met  with  in  hospital  or  private  work, 
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with  none  of  their  favourable  surroundings.  In  many  places,  manufac- 
turing centres  for  instance,  where  the  population  has  rapidly  outgrown 
the  hospital  accommodation,  or  in  scattered  country  districts,  where  the 
nearest  hospital  or  infirmary  may  be  many  miles  distant,  the  most  serious 
cases  must  perforce  be  nursed  at  home.  There  are  innumerable  instances 
where  removal  would  probably  cause  a  fatal  termination  to  the  illness, 
and  is  only  attempted  as  a  lesser  evil  than  leaving  the  patient  to  suffer 
untended.  If  a  parent,  especially  the  mother,  is  removed  to  hospital, 
the  whole  family  may  be  broken  up,  and  the  worst  moral  results 
ensue.  Where  there  are  young  children,  also,  the  anxiety  about 
them  in  her  absence  is  a  serious  drawback  to  the  mother's  recovery. 
There  are  also  many  cases  unsuitable  for  hospital,  such  as  chronic 
rheumatism,  paralysis,  cancer,  phthisis,  children  with  hip  and  spine  disease, 
etc.,  who  can  perfectly  well  be  attended  in  their  own  homes  by  a  trained 
nurse.  It  has  a  good  moral  effect  in  many  cases  for  children  thus  to 
support  aged  parents,  or  for  brothers  and  sisters  to  keep  a  delicate 
member  of  the  family  at  home,  instead  of  sending  them  into  the  poor 
law  infirmaries  at  the  expense  of  the  ratepayers.  Therefore  a  district 
nurse  needs  full  hospital  experience  if  she  is  to  carry  out  medical  orders 
efficiently  ;  and  in  addition  she  requires  special  training  to  meet  the 
difficulties  of  the  work. 

Ignorance,  prejudice,  dirt,  foul  air,  and  often  the  want  of  the 
commonest  necessaries,  have  all  to  be  met ;  and  nursing  knowledge  alone 
is  of  little  value  if  it  cannot  be  used  to  the  best  advantage  under  the 
circumstances.  Still  less  can  a  woman  who  has  only  given  three  or  six 
months'  time  to  acquire  both  nursing  and  district  experience  prove  a 
satisfactory  district  nurse. 

The  method  of  work  usually  accepted  is  for  the  nurse  to  have  a 
certain  number  of  cases  within  reasonable  distance  under  her  care,  which 
she  visits  once,  twice,  or  even  oftener,  every  day,  taking  entire  charge  of 
each  patient  with  regard  to  washing,  bed-making,  changing  linen,  applying 
poultices,  dressing  wounds,  etc.  She  also  is  responsible  for  the  sick-room 
and  all  its  appliances  being  kept  as  far  as  possible  in  a  cleanly,  tidy 
condition,  and  fresh  and  sweet.  It  has  been  objected  that  unless  the 
nurse  remain  with  the  patient  no  real  good  can  result  from  her 
attendance.  But  part  of  a  district  nurse's  duty  is  to  teach  the 
friends  the  right  way  to  wait  upon  the  sick  person.  They  are 
generally  anxious  to  help,  and  a  sensible  man  or  woman  can  be 
educated  to  be  an  intelligent  assistant  who  can  be  trusted  to  administer 
nourishment,  medicine,  etc.,  at  the  proper  intervals  between  the  nurse's 
visits.  Too  frequently  some  benevolent  person,  feeling  the  need  of  nursing 
in  a  special  district,  forms  a  committee,  selects  a  nurse,  and  sets  her  to 
work  without  thinking  it  necessary  to  consult  those  most  concerned,  the 
medical  men  of  the  place.  Even  when  they  are  consulted  and  their 
views  considered,  there  is  doubt  as  to  how  and  where  the  nurse 
is  to  be  procured ;  generally  she  is  obtained  by  means  of  advertis- 
ing, and  even  then  a  lay  committee  is  apt  to  select  an  unskilled  or 
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unsuitable  worker,  because  the  real  needs  of  the  work  are  not  under- 
stood. 

Good  hospital  training,  two  years  at  least,  and  six  months'  experience 
in  a  district  home,  should  be  the  minimum  standard.  To  put  women 
with  no  more  than  six  months'  experience  of  nursing  the  sick,  and 
often  of  limited  education  and  intelligence,  in  the  position  of  district 
nurse,  is  a  foi"m  of  cheap  philanthropy  that  cannot  be  too  strongly 
condemned.  A  half-trained  woman  is  worse  than  one  with  no  preten- 
sions to  knowledge,  and  to  place  such  responsibility  in  her  hands  (too 
often  because  she  asks  less  remuneration  than  a  fully-trained  nurse), 
is  an  injustice  to  her,  the  patients,  and  the  doctor  who  attends  them. 
However  sensible  and  willing,  no  woman  could  attain  in  the  time  even 
sufficient  practical  dexterity  to  do  the  best  for  the  cases,  and  for  lack  of 
the  special  training  faults  of  inexperience  must  greatly  limit  her  useful- 
ness. 

No  nurse,  however  well  trained,  should  ever  be  expected  or  allowed 
to  treat  or  prescribe  for  any  case  whatever  beyond  rendering  first  aid  in 
emergencies.  She  should  never  undertake  the  nursing  of  a  case  that  is 
not  under  a  medical  man,  nor  initiate  or  alter  any  treatment  without  his 
direct  orders  or  permission  :  as  in  private  work,  all  suggestions,  criticisms, 
and  discussions  of  his  methods  are  utterly  inexcusable.  Gossip  is,  if 
possible,  even  a  more  fatal  fault  in  district  than  in  private  work. 
Besides  not  talking  of  one  patient  to  another,  the  nurse  should  be 
reticent  concerning  her  cases  to  those  above  them  in  the  social  scale. 
The  respectable  poor  resent  their  private  affairs  being  made  known  to 
district  visitors,  committee  ladies,  etc.,  and  a  nurse  who  thus  betrays 
confidence  will  lose  all  influence  over  her  patients  and  their  friends. 

A  district  nurse  is  generally  sent  to  cases  by  medical  men,  clergymen, 
district  visitors,  or  the  friends  of  the  patient.  If  not  sent  by  the  medical 
man  in  charge  of  the  case,  it  is  more  courteous  for  the  nurse  to  ask  his 
permission  Ijefore  beginning  her  work,  though  in  an  urgent  case  she  might 
help  the  friends  to  carry  out  orders  at  her  first  visit,  and  then  ascertain 
if  he  wishes  her  to  continue.  A  written  daily  report  should  be  left  for 
the  medical  man,  and  in  acute  cases  twice  daily,  or  even  oftener,  with 
the  record  of  temperature,  pulse  and  respiration,  action  of  bowels  and 
bladder,  amount  of  sleep,  food,  stimulants,  etc.  In  chronic  cases  a 
written  report  once  or  twice  a  week  may  be  sufficient,  stating  the  general 
state  of  health,  condition  of  wound,  such  as  an  ulcerated  leg,  etc.  By 
thus  keeping  in  full  commiuiication  mistakes  and  misunderstandings  are 
avoided.  One  rule  would  save  many  difficulties,  namely,  that  lioth  doctor 
and  nurse  invariably  communicate  in  writing,  never  giving  or  receiving 
verbal  messages  from  patients  or  their  friends.  By  implicitly  carrying 
out  medical  orders,  and  by  exact  obedience,  she  will  impress  the 
friends  with  the  importance  of  following  directions.  The  nurse  must  aim 
at  being  the  friend,  not  the  supplanter,  of  the  wife  or  mother,  who  may 
resent  a  stranger's  intrusion  until  experience  teaches  how  much  more 
can  be  done  by  skilled  hands.    It  is  generally  much  easier  to  put  the 
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patient  than  the  voom  in  nursing  order.  But  by  degrees  the  most 
disorderly  room  can  be  rearranged,  and  whenever  possible  this  should  be 
done,  not  by  the  nurse  personally,  but  by  the  friends  acting  on  her  advice. 
The  lesson  is  more  permanent  if  they  realise  themselves  that  they  can 
make  and  keep  things  tidier  and  more  orderly.  They  prefer  themselves 
to  put  away  the  extra  garments  that  have  accumulated,  to  remove  the 
family  linen  "  airing  "  between  the  bed  and  mattress  of  the  sick  person,  to 
clear  out  boxes,  sacks,  and  other  rubbish  that  may  be  under  the  bed. 
Still,  if  there  be  no  one  else  available,  the  nurse  must  ensure  cleanliness 
herself,  for  she  is  responsible  that  all  the  appliances  and  surroundings  are 
in  order.  She  must  be  prepared  to  extemporise  many  kinds  of  con- 
trivances. If  it  be  not  possible  to  move  the  bed  from  a  draughty  posi- 
tion, a  screen  can  be  made  from  a  clothes-horse  and  the  family  shawl, 
if  a  quilt  or  blanket  is  not  available ;  or  the  same  garment  may  be 
fastened  as  a  curtain  on  a  clothes-line.  A  roll  of  newspaper  or  brown 
paper  will  convert  a  common  kettle  into  a  steam  one  for  the  time.  A 
sheet  of  the  latter  material  is  an  excellent  substitute  for  mackintosh. 
A  small  teapot  forms  a  good  feeder,  a  chair  can  be  converted  into  a 
bed-rest ;  in  fact,  a  good  district  nurse  is  rarely  nonj)lussed  for  ways  and 
means. 

A  stock  of  necessary  appliances,  such  as  water-pillows  (more  generally- 
useful  than  the  large  water-beds),  mackintoshes,  bed-pans,  etc.,  should 
be  kept  for  lending ;  also  sheets,  bed-garments,  etc.  Flannel  shirts, 
open  down  one  side,  are  particularly  useful  for  rheumatic  cases.  A  free 
use  of  Keating's  powder,  carbolic  acid,  or  J  eyes'  fluid  for  bedsteads,  floors, 
etc.,  with  carbolic  soap  and  turpentine,  is  useful  in  diminishing  insect 
life. 

Except  under  special  circumstances  night  duty  is  the  exception  for  a 
busy  district  nurse,  as  it  prevents  the  other  work.  Trustwox'thy  women, 
working  under  orders,  can  generally  be  found  to  relieve  the  friends  at 
night. 

The  nursing  of  infectious  cases  depends  entirely  upon  the  local 
medical  men.  Except  in  epidemics,  scarlet  fever,  typhus,  and  small-pox 
are  not  usually  attended  by  the  nurse.  With  due  precautions,  most 
careful  disinfection  of  hands,  hair,  and  instruments,  and  the  use  of  separate 
sleeves  and  aprons,  enteric  fever,  measles,  whooping-cough,  diphtheria, 
and  erysipelas  may  be  attended  without  risk  to  other  patients.  Care 
would  necessarily  have  to  be  taken  not  to  go  straight  to  a  child  after 
visiting  measles,  nor  to  a  surgical  case  when  attending  erysipelas ;  but 
ordinary  chronic  cases  might  easily  be  nursed  at  the  same  time,  also 
acute  rheumatism,  pneumonia,  etc. 

Whatever  may  be  the  local  attitude  Avith  regard  to  midwifery,  it  is 
most  desirable  that,  although  the  nurse  may  possess  the  requisite  train- 
ing to  act  in  that  capacity,  she  should  not  do  so  except  at  the  request  of 
the  medical  men,  when  she  must  only  attend  a  limited  number  of  non- 
surgical cases,  or  in  an  emergency.  But  wheneA^er  possible  she  should 
act  as  monthly  nurse  under  the  medical  men,  and  by  their  orders,  visit- 
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ing  the  cases  tM'ice  dailj-  for  seven  days,  and  once  daily  for  another  week, 
taking  the  mother's  temperature,  j^ulse,  etc.,  and  keeping  her  absohitely 
clean  ;  washing  the  baby,  taking  care  of  its  eyes,  etc.,  and,  by  inculcating 
cleanliness  and  uprooting  traditional  prejudices,  help  to  lessen  the 
mortality  amongst  mothers  and  infants  so  largely  due  to  neglect  at  these 
times. 

District  nursing  should  be  entirely  distinct  from  any  form  of  alms- 
giving. All  relief  should  he  obtained  from  the  proper  local  sources, 
never  given  directly  by  the  nurse.  Also  the  work  should  be  unsectarian 
if  it  is  to  reach  those  most  in  need  of  its  help.  When  arranging  for 
a  district  nurse  in  any  locality  it  is  helpful  to  obtain  information  from 
one  of  the  established  systems  of  this  work.  A  nurse  fully  trained  is 
supplied,  with  every  detail  of  cost  worked  out,  and  definite  rules  on 
which  she  must  act.  She  is  bound  to  send  a  monthly  report  of  her 
Avork,  with  full  particulars,  to  headquarters,  in  addition  to  that  furnished 
to  the  local  committee ;  and  she  is  visited  and  her  work  inspected  at 
regular  intervals  from  the  centre.  The  same  holds  good  for  homes, 
only  there  the  superintendent,  herself  a  trained  nurse,  is  held  responsil)le 
for  those  Avorking  under  her.  No  interference  Avith  local  arrangements 
takes  place  under  this  scheme ;  it  does  but  ensure  a  supply  of  jjroperl}'- 
qualified  women,  and  a  uniform  standard  of  Avork.  Experience  has  also 
shown  that  refined,  Avell-educated  Avomen  exercise  a  stronger  influence 
and  produce  better  results  than  those  draAvn  from  the  same  class  as  the 
patients.  One  they  instinctively  recognise  as  their  superior  can  do  more 
in  combating  their  prejudices  than  one  Avho  is  rather  inclined  to  share 
them. 

Whenever  possible  it  is  Avell  to  make  the  peojile  help  to  support  the 
nurse,  on  the  lines  of  a  provident  club.  A  monthly  pa3'ment  of  4d.  for  a 
family  (or  less  if  local  A\'ages  are  low),  and  a  charge  of  id.  or  Id.  per 
head  for  those  over  fourteen  years  of  age,  is  conveniently  spared,  and  is 
better  than  the  giving  of  skilled  labour  for  nothing.  Cases  in  receipt  of  jjoor- 
laAv  relief  Avould  not  be  expected  to  join  such  a  cluli,  but  the  guardians 
should  contribute  tOAvards  the  nurses'  fund. 

Puerperal  Nursing:. — The  fact  needs  Avider  recognition,  that  though 
the  j^uerperal  state  is  naturally  a  normal  one  calling  for  little  beyond 
cleanliness  and  ordinary  attention,  yet  from  constitutional  or  accidental 
causes  the  gravest  complications  may  arise,  Avhich  require  trained  skill  if 
the  case  is  to  be  nursed  successfully.  Therefore  maternity  Avork  should  only 
be  undertaken  by  Avomen  Avith  genei'al  as  Avell  as  special  nursing  knoA\  ledge. 
Even  in  the  most  straightforAvard  case  much  depends  upon  the  nurse  to 
ensure  a  good  recovery  for  the  mother  and  a  contented,  Avell-cared-for 
infant.  It  is  not  possible  for  a  Avoman  unaccustomed  to  attending  sick 
people  or  young  children,  ignorant  of  the  rudiments  of  anatomy  or 
physiology,  and  often  of  the  simplest  laAi^s  of  hygiene,  to  become 
acquainted  Avith  all  that  is  essential  for  a  monthly  nurse  in  three 
months,  much  less  in  six  Aveeks,  the  time  considered  suSicicnt  for  this 
training  in  most  of  the  lying-in  hospitals  and  training  schools. 
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It  is  often  stated  that  the  modern  nurse  falls  short  of  her  untrained 
predecessor  in  the  management  of  infants  after  the  first  ten  days.  It 
cannot  be  otherwise  if  the  nurse  have  not  seen  anything  of  a  baby  after 
the  first  fortnight,  and  is  as  much  at  a  loss  as  the  inexperienced  mother 
in  dealing  with  it.  Then  the  child  becomes  the  victim  of  the  ignorant 
advice  of  zealous  friends  as  to  feeding,  quack  remedies  for  infantile 
ailments,  etc.,  and  the  seeds  are  sown  of  rickets  and  other  diseases  for 
which  medical  aid  is  sought  too  late.  The  mere  handling  of  mother 
and  infant  needs  time  and  experience  to  do  it  well,  and  with  comfort 
to  the  -patient;  and  in  the  washing  and  bed-making  of  a  lying-in 
woman  great  care  is  necessary  to  avoid  exposure  and  risk  of  chill. 
Also  it  frequently  happens  that  the  doctor  does  not  arrive  until  after 
delivery  has  taken  place.  The  safety  of  mother  and  child  depends  then 
upon  the  nurse ;  fortunately,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  masterly  inactivity 
carries  her  safely  through.  But  a  smattering  of  knowledge,  or  the 
audacity  of  inexperience,  will  often  cause  undue  meddling,  and  injuries 
to  both  mother  and  infant  may  ensue. 

The  more  highly  trained  the  nurse,  the  less  danger  is  there  of  her 
taking  too  much  upon  herself ;  she  realises  the  risk,  and  is  more  Avilling 
to  depend  upon  medical  aid  and  instruction. 

Absolute  cleanliness  is  the  secret  of  successful  puerperal  nursing.  A 
nurse  attending  confinement  cases  should  always  wear  dresses  of  washing 
material,  and  large  white  aprons  and  sleeves  that  will  turn  up  above  the 
elbows.  She  must  be  scrupulously  clean  in  person,  especially  having 
her  hands  free  from  roughnesses  and  scratches,  with  short  nails  kept 
absolutely  clean.  Her  hair  should  be  frequently,  washed  and  neatly 
arranged.  She  should  be  quite  free  from  any  wounds  or  sores  ;  many  a 
case  of  puerperal  septicaemia  might  have  been  traced  to  the  unsuspected 
ulcerated  leg  of  the  old  nurse  in  attendance. 

The  nurse's  duty  is  to  prepare  the  patient  and  bed,  to  have  all  in 
readiness  for  the  infant,  to  wait  upon  the  doctor,  to  put  mother  and  child 
comfortably  back  to  bed  when  all  is  over,  and  to  nurse  the  case  under  the 
medical  orders.  It  is  advisable  for  her  to  ascertain  beforehand  if  her 
patient  has  the  necessary  appliances,  so  as  to  avoid  confusion  at  the  time. 
The  room  should  be  bright  and  cheerful,  as  quiet  as  possilale,  not  near 
any  closet  or  sink,  and  easily  ventilated.  The  bed  should  be  in  such  a 
position  that  it  can  be  approached  on  both  sides.  The  fire  should  be 
lighted,  plenty  of  hot  and  col'd  water  in  the  room,  two  or  three  basins,  a 
quart  jug  (in  which  to  warm  the  forceps  if  needed),  a  slop  pail,  towels, 
napkins,  infant's  clothes,  dressing  for  the  cord,  dusting  powder,  olive  oil, 
threaded  needles,  thimble,  safety-pins,  blunt-pointed  scissors,  linen  thread 
ligatures,  flannel  receiver,  antiseptic  lubricant,  flannel,  plain  soap,  etc. 
If  possible  sanitary  towels  should  be  used  for  the  patient ;  these  can  be 
inexpensively  made  of  carbolised  tow  or  oakum  in  butter  muslin  ;  but,  if 
preferred,  ordinary  napkins  may  be  wrung  out  of  hot  antiseptic  lotion 
(aV  carbolic  or        perchloride)  and  applied. 

Brandy,  hypodermic  syringe,  irrigator,  Higginson's  syringe,  glass 
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nozzle,  catheter,  and  a  receiver  for  the  placenta  should  be  at  hand. 
Glass  catheters  can  readily  be  cleansed,  but  require  very  careful 
handling. 

The  nurse  should  recognise  the  stage  of  labour  by  the  pains,  the 
short  "  grinding  "  ones  of  the  first  being  distinct  from  the  propulsive, 
"  bearing  down  "  ones  of  the  second  stage. 

If  the  bowels  have  not  been  well  relieved  a  small  soap-and-water 
enema  may  be  given  in  the  first  stage,  especially  if  the  membranes  have 
not  ruptured,  which  can  be  ascertained  by  external  evidence.  The 
patient  should  be  desired  to  empty  the  bladder  also  at  this  stage,  and  if 
in  accordance  Avith  the  wishes  of  the  medical  attendant,  a  warm  anti- 
septic douche  (Condy,  or  xctVo  perchlor. )  is  often  given  ;  but  this  must 
not  be  done  without  permission.  A  glass  nozzle  (without  a  terminal 
hole)  should  be  used,  previously  boiled  and  soaked  in  a  disinfectant.  It 
is  well  in  any  case  to  bathe  the  vulva  with  a  warm  antiseptic  lotion,  and 
creolin  (,5j.  to  Oj.)  is  especially  useful,  as  plenty  of  soap  can  be  used  with 
it,  a  desirable  feature  in  district  maternity  cases. 

The  nurse  should  always  thoroughly  cleanse  her  hands  ^vith  hot  soap 
and  water  and  nail  brush,  and  then  immerse  them  in  "  perchlor." 
or  "  ^  carbolic  "  before  touching  her  patient,  and  it  is  well  for  her  to 
keep  a  basin  of  antiseptic  lotion  at  hand,  so  that  she  may  dip  her  hands 
in  it  each  time  she  attends  to  the  case. 

Preparation  of  Bed. — A  convenient  arrangement  of  the  bed  is  made 
by  spreading  a  mackintosh  sheet  over  the  mattress,  covered  by  a  blanket 
and  under-sheet.  In  district  cases  sheets  of  strong  brown  paper  will 
keep  moisture  from  penetrating  to  the  bed.  Over  the  under-sheet  another 
piece  of  mackintosh  is  laid,  covering  the  lower  half  of  the  bed  on  the 
right  side.  This  is  covered  by  a  small  blanket,  a  folded  sheet,  and,  if 
procurable,  an  accouchement  sheet.  In  poor  homes  clean  old  quilts  or  any 
thick  material  can  be  used,  over  brown  paper  or  an  oilcloth  table-cover. 
The  bed-hangings  should  also  be  moved  from  the  side  of  the  bed.  The 
mackintosh,  etc.,  may  be  kept  in  position  by  safety-pins  at  each  cornei-. 
The  upper  sheet,  blankets,  and  quilt  are  folded  back  to  the  left  side 
of  the  bed,  ready  to  be  replaced,  and  a  sheet  or  small  blanket, 
as  preferred,  is  placed  over  the  patient.  A  clean  draw-sheet  and 
the  binder  are  rolled  up  and  placed  at  the  head  of  the  bed,  with  six 
strong  safet3^-pins.  A  pulley  is  firmly  fastened  to  the  foot  of  the  bed 
(an  ordinary  round  towel  is  a  useful  one),  and  if  necessary  a  piece  of 
board  or  a  flat  stone  is  placed  against  the  foot-rail  for  the  patient's 
feet. 

Toilet  of  Patient. — She  is  dressed  in  clean  night-clothes  turned  up 
and  secured  on  each  shoulder  by  a  safety-pin.  A  couple  of  clean  petti- 
coats are  worn,  stockings  without  garters,  and  bedroom  slippers,  and  a 
dressing-gown,  which  latter  garment  is  removed  and  a  shawl  jmt  across 
the  shoulders  when  the  patient  has  to  lie  in  bed  at  the  last. 

Food. — Warm  milk,  tea,  beef  tea,  etc.,  may  be  given  from  time  to 
time — the  last  being  a  valuable  stimulant  to  under-fed,  ill-nourished 
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women.  The  nurse  must  be  prepared  for  vomiting  duiing  the  first  stage 
of  labour,  and  sometimes  a  shivering  fit,  without  a  notable  I'ise  of 
temperature,  announces  its  termination. 

Second  Stage. — When  the  pains  become  decidedly  propulsive,  the 
patient  must  lie  on  her  left  side  with  her  spine  on  a  line  with  the  edge 
of  the  bed,  her  head  supported  by  a  pillow  or  pillows,  the  knees  flexed, 
and  the  feet  pressing  against  the  foot  of  the  bed.  The  nurse  can  materi- 
ally assist  the  patient  in  the  second  stage  by  supporting  the  lower  part 
of  the  back  during  each  pain.  She  may  also  be  .ordered  to  apply 
hot  fomentations  to  the  perinseum  if  there  be  rigidity ;  these  consist 
of  wool  or  flannel  rung  out  of  hot  antiseptic  lotion,  and  must  be 
frequently  renewed.  When  the  child  is  born  the  nurse  will  hand 
scissors  and  ligatures  to  the  doctor,  and  if  desired  hold  the  uterus 
while  the  child  is  being  separated.  She  has  the  flannel  receiver  ready 
Avarmed,  in  which  she  wraps  up  the  infant,  and  puts  it  away  in  a  warm 
place. 

If  animation  be  suspended,  she  must  quickly  prepare  basins  of  hot 
and  cold  water,  and  help  as  directed  with  artificial  respiration,  rubbing 
with  brandy,  dipping  into  hot  and  cold  water,  etc.  A  small  basin  and 
pieces  of  wool  will  also  be  ready  for  the  doctor  to  bathe  the  infant's  eyes. 
After  the  expulsion  of  the  placenta  the  nurse  will  take  the  orders  of  the 
doctor  as  to  when  the  mother  is  to  be  made  comfortable,  generally  after 
the  child  is  dressed. 

First  Toilet  of  Infant. — The  water  for  the  infant's  first  bath  must 
1)6  from  90°  to  95°  F. ;  the  child  is  quickly  soaj^ed,  placed  in  the  water,  and 
gently,  yet  firmly,  rubbed  to  remove  all  the  adherent  deposit  from  its  skin. 
It  is  carefully  dried,  especially  in  the  folds  of  the  skin.  Until  the 
meconium  ceases,  oiling  the  buttocks  and  thighs  will  be  found  useful. 
Before  dressing  the  cord,  the  ligature  must  be  carefully  examined,  and  if 
not  firm,  or  there  be  oozing,  it  must  be  retied ;  the  genitals  and  anus 
should  also  be  noticed  in  case  of  malformation.  The  cord  may  be 
wrapped  in  antiseptic  gauze,  and  placed  in  a  square  of  linen  with  a  slit 
in  the  centre,  through  which  it  is  drawn,  and  then  neatly  folded  in  ;  or 
it  may  be  well  powdered  with  a  mixture  of  1  part  starch -powder,  1 
boracic  powder,  and  1  oxide  of  zinc,  and  enveloped  in  the  linen.  This  is 
kept  in  place  by  the  flannel  binder,  which  may  be  firmly,  but  not  tightly 
applied.  No  pins  must  ever  be  used  to  fasten  the  several  garments  ;  they 
must  he  neatly  sewn  on,  except  the  napkins,  which  are  secured  by  a  safety- 
pin,  and  the  ends  of  the  long  flannel,  which  are  turned  up  over  the  feet, 
are  similarly  secured  at  each  corner. 

Toilet  of  Mother. — When  the  child  is  dressed,  the  mother,  having 
rested,  is  made  comfortal)le.  The  soiled  skirts  are  drawn  down  over  the 
feet  and  removed.  A  basin  of  hot  disinfectant,  nwoi)^  or  creolin  and 
water  being  ready,  the  vulva,  thighs,  and  buttocks  are  thoroughly  cleansed 
from  every  particle  of  discharge,  Avell  dried,  and  warm  sanitary  towels 
applied.  The  soiled  draw-sheet  and  mackintosh  are  rolled  tightly  up 
against  the  patient,  who  turns  towards  the  nurse,  on  to  the  clean  draw- 
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sheet,  also  rolled  close  to  her.  The  soiled  sheet  is  drawn  away,  the  other 
side  of  the  jjatient  washed  and  dried,  the  clean  sheet  spread  out,  and  the 
patient  turned  gently  on  it.  She  lies  on  her  back  with  the  legs  extended 
for  the  1;)inder  to  be  applied. 

Application  of  Binder. — When  this  dut}^  falls  to  the  nurse,  she  puts 
the  roUed-up  strip  of  material,  which  is  better  than  any  shaped  bands, 
under  the  patient,  bringing  one  end  across  the  abdomen,  so  that  the  end 
overlap  on  a  line  Avith  the  right  hip.  The  lower  edge  should  Ije  well 
below  the  great  trochanter,  and  the  ends  pulled  tightly  together,  the 
left  hand  holding  the  under,  the  right  hand  the  upper  side,  securing 
them  by  a  strong  safety-pin.  This  is  repeated  until  the  Avhole  abdomen 
is  firmly  bound,  and  at  the  fourth  and  last  jjin  a  fold  is  made  in  the 
under  side  of  the  binder  to  make  it  fit  better,  and  it  is  left  rather  looser 
than  lower  down  to  avoid  compressing  the  ribs. 

Two  people  then  gently  lift  the  patient  to  the  top  of  the  bed  ;  one 
raises  the  buttocks  l)y  grasping  both  sides  of  the  draw-sheet,  while  the 
other  raises  the  head  and  shoulders  of  the  patient,  and  gently  lifts  her 
into  position.  Only  one  pillow  is  wanted  at  first.  The  draw-sheet  and 
mackintosh  may  be  pinned  at  each  corner  if  desired,  and  an  accouchement 
sheet  jDlaced  under  the  patient.  These  are  easily  made,  in  the  same  way  as 
sanitary  toM'els  for  poor  people,  by  placing  carliolised  tow  or  tenax  Ijetween 
butter  muslin.  Or,  if  preferred,  ordinary  napkins  may  be  wrung  out  of 
hot  disinfectant  lotion  (say  perchloride  xoW))  ^"^^  applied.  The  night- 
dress is  unpinned  from  the  shoulders,  and  drawn  down,  the  covering 
blanket  removed,  the  bed-clothes  replaced,  and  the  child  given  to  its 
mother. 

The  pulse  should  be  now  taken,  also  the  temperature ;  any  rise  over 
100  in  the  pulse  should  be  reported  at  once,  and  the  nurse  must  be  on  her 
guard  for  h;emorrhage. 

The  placenta  is  ijlaced  in  clean  cold  M-ater  for  medical  examination, 
and  then  is  Imrned  by  the  nurse. 

Tidying  of  Room. — All  soiled  clothes  must  be  removed  from  the 
room  as  .soon  as  possible,  and  put  to  soak  in  cold  water  containing  carbolic 
or  other  disinfectant.  The  room  must  be  kept  quiet,  and  the  patient  left 
to  rest.  Nourishment  will  be  as  medically  ordered,  but  usually  milk, 
egg  and  milk,  or  a  cup  of  tea  with  much  milk  in  it,  are  allowed  almost  at 
once.  The  nurse  must  obtain  full  medical  instruction  as  to  douches,  use 
of  the  catheter,  record  of  pulse  and  temperature,  etc. 

The  room  must  be  warm,  but  Avell  ventilated,  and  the  patient  kept 
quiet  for  the  first  Aveek. 

After-care  of  Mothers. — The  mother  must  be  kept  scrupulously 
clean,  the  vulva  being  bathed  at  least  twice  daily,  as  after  an  action  of 
the  bowels.  Douches  will  be  given  as  ordered  by  the  doctor — in  every 
ordinary  case  the  bed-pan,  sanitary  towels,  sheets,  night-dress,  etc.,  should 
be  warm  Avhen  given  to  the  patient. 

The  nipples  must  be  well  bathed  and  carefully  dried  before  and  after 
suckling,  and  the  breasts  should  be  alternately  relieved.     If  the  nipjjles 
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become  tender  the  doctor  must  be  informed,  as  special  applications,  such  as 
glycerine  and  tannin,  eau  de  Cologne  and  water,  etc.,  may  be  ordered,  or 
a  nipple  shield.  The  child  should  never  be  allowed  to  go  to  sleep 
Avith  the  nipple  in  its  mouth ;  this  is  a  fruitful  source  of  cracks  and 
tenderness.  If  the  breasts  are  very  full  and  tense,  with  more  milk  than 
the  child  can  take,  they  may  be  supported  by  a  binder,  and  the  medical 
attendant  told,  as  the  breast-pump  may  be  needed.  In  district  work  one 
may  be  extemporised  by  filling  a  bottle  with  rather  a  wide  neck  with 
very  hot  water,  emptying  it  quickly,  and  applying  at  once  over  the 
nipple — a  soda-water  bottle  is  very  convenient  for  the  purpose.  If  hard- 
ness still  continue,  hot  fomentations  and  support  should  be  applied  until 
the  doctor  has  seen  the  breast ;  the  nurse  must  never  use  friction  unless 
ordered  to  do  so.  The  child  may  be  put  to  the  breast  occasionally  until 
lactation  is  established,  usually  on  the  third  day.  If  it  seem  very 
hungry,  a  teaspoonful  or  two  of  milk  and  water,  1  to  4,  warmed  and 
sweetened,  may  be  given.  After  the  milk  has  come,  the  infant  should  be 
suckled  every  two  hours  during  the  day,  and  every  four  during  the  night, 
for  the  first  fortnight  or  three  weeks,  gradually  lengthening  the  intervals, 
especially  at  night. 

Should  a  mammary  abscess  form,  the  breast  must  be  well  supported  ; 
usually  the  patient's  arm  is  fastened  to  her  side.  A  convenient  support, 
if  poultices  are  ordered,  is  a  square  of  linen  with  tapes  at  each  corner, 
two  of  which  tie  round  the  waist,  and  the  other  two  round  the  neck, 
holding  up  the  breast.  The  square  may  be  folded  to  fit  the  breast,  and 
secured  by  a  safety-pin. 

Light  diet  is  usually  given  to  the  mother  until  the  bowels  have  acted, 
and  then  ordinary  digestible  food.  Stimulants  are  never  to  be  given 
without  orders.  It  is  wise  for  her  to  avoid  cheese,  pickles,  uncooked 
vegetables,  etc.,  at  any  time  while  suckling,  as  they  are  apt  to  disagree 
with  the  child. 

Topn  Perinseum. — If  the  perinaeum  has  been  torn  and  stitched,  the 
nurse  may  be  desired  to  pass  the  catheter  for  some  days,  and  this  is  most 
conveniently  done  as  the  patient  lies  on  her  side  to  avoid  stretching  the 
parts.  The  wound  needs  constant  care  to  keep  it  as  clean  and  dry  as 
possible,  the  dressing  being  frequently  changed.  If  douches  are  given 
the  tube  must  not  touch  or  rest  upon  the  lacerated  part.  The  binder 
should  be  put  on  as  low  as  possible,  and  the  knees  tied  together,  the 
patient  being  kept  strictly  recumbent. 

If  allowed  to  micturate  naturally  it  should  be  as  the  patient  lies  on 
her  face,  and  the  parts  well  bathed  directly  afterwards. 

White  Leg, — Should  the  patient  complain  of  pain  in  the  calf  or  thigh 
the  leg  must  be  kept  perfectly  quiet  until  the  doctor  comes.  If  the  pain 
be  severe,  hot  wool  may  be  applied,  but  no  friction  or  movement  of  any 
kind  attempted  until  orders  are  received  for  treatment.  A  cradle  should 
be  placed  over  the  limb  to  take  off  the  weight  of  the  bed-clothes,  and 
the  patient  must  be  moved  as  little  as  possible  ;  special  attention  is  to  be 
paid  to  the  back,  ankles,  etc.,  as  sores  are  very  liable  to  form.  The 
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patient  must  never  raise  herself  suddenly,  or  sit  up  while  the  leg  is 
aifected. 

Should  shortness  of  Ijreath  occur,  the  doctor  must  be  summoned  at 
once,  the  patient  kept  as  quiet  as  possil)le,  and  a  stimulant  given. 

Should  septiesemia  arise,  the  nurse's  duties  are  similar  to  those  in 
a  case  of  peritonitis.  Any  abdominal  tenderness,  offensi^'e  lochia,  scanty 
flow  of  milk,  or  rise  of  temperature  must  be  reported  at  once.  A  strict 
course  of  disinfection  for  the  nurse,  and  for  every  garment  taken  by  her 
into  the  house,  must  be  carried  out ;  and  some  weeks'  interval  must 
elapse  before  she  attends  another  lying-in  case. 

The  Infant. — Much  depends  upon  the  nurse  in  training  an  infant  in 
regularity  of  feeding  and  sleeping,  and,  if  well  managed,  1)oth  mother  and 
child  benefit.  The  baby  should  not  sleej)  in  the  bed  with  the  mother, 
1)ut  in  a  cot  at  the  side  ;  the  heat  may  be  maintained  by  hot  bottles. 
Many  infants  are  killed  by  suffocation  among  the  poor  for  lack  of  this 
precaution.  The  eyei^  should  be  thoroughly  cleansed  every  day  with 
warm  Avater ;  any  redness  or  discharge  must  Ije  at  once  reported,  and  the 
lotion  ordered  applied.  A  separate  piece  of  wool  or  soft  linen  should  be 
used  for  each  eye,  and  burned  at  once  ;  also  the  soft  linen  for  cleansing  the 
mouth  and  nostrils.  The  mouth  should  be  washed  after  taking  the  breast. 
The  cord  is  dressed  daily,  and,  after  it  separates,  a  folded  pad  of  linen 
and  powder  should  be  applied  to  the  umbilicus  for  a  few  days.  If 
the  navel  be  inclined  to  protrude  after  the  coixl  is  off,  the  doctor  may 
order  a  counter  covered  with  lint  or  linen  to  be  fastened  over  it  with 
a  strip  of  strapjjing  two  inches  wide  and  four  long,  under  the  flannel 
binder. 

Clothing. — The  l)inders  and  the  clothing  should  not  be  tight,  as 
))Oth  digestion  and  circulation  suffer,  and  the  support  to  the  umbilicus 
is  insignificant.  The  mother  should  be  advised  not  to  dress  her 
baby  in  gowns  with  low  necks  and  short  sleeves,  but  to  keep  its  limbs 
covered. 

The  child  is  hathed  (90°  temperature)  daily,  though  some  prefer  not 
to  put  it  into  the  water  until  the  cord  sepai'ates.  If  the  bowels  and 
bladder  are  not  relieved  within  twelve  hours  after  birth  the  doctor  must 
know.  Often  a  hot  bath  will  have  the  desired  effect.  After  the  stools 
become  yellow  in  colour,  any  green  motions,  constipation,  straining,  or 
distension  of  the  abdomen  due  to  wind  must  be  reported.  Constant 
cleanliness  and  dryness  are  necessary,  and  care  should  be  taken  that 
the  napkins  are  not  Avashed  in  soda  and  water,  as  this  chafes  the  skin. 
Any  rash,  sore,  discharge,  or  per.sistent  snuffling  must  be  rejiorted  at 
once.  If  the  child's  breasts  become  tender  and  swollen,  they  must  be 
protected  from  pressure  by  a  piece  of  wool  and  shown  to  the  doctor. 
The  nur.se  must  never  squeeze  or  rub  them. 

In  bringing  up  a  child  l)y  hand  the  food  will  be  ordered  by  the 
medical  attendant,  but  the  nurse  must  prepare  it,  and  see  it  is  always 
perfectly  fresh,  sweetened,  and  warm,  and  not  given  in  too  large  quan- 
tities at  a  time. 
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The  bottles  must  be  scrupulously  clean — the  boat-shaped  are  the  most 
convenient,  also  Timpe's  (according  to  Prof.  Escherich),  which  possess  the 
advantage  of  having  inscribed  on  the  glass  a  scale  of  quantities  to  be  pre- 
pared daily  in  proper  proportions,  and  the  amount  for  an  infant's  meals 
from  three  days  old  to  twelve  months.  Other  bottles  can  l^e  kept  clean 
Avith  constant  care.  Two  should  always  be  in  use  :  one,  well  scalded  with 
hot  soda  and  water,  and  rinsed  in  cold  water,  is  left  in  boracic  lotion 
until  needed,  when  it  is  washed  out  with  hot  water  before  being  used. 
The  hole  in  the  teat  should  not  l)e  too  large,  and  tubes  should  be  cleansed 
each  time  with  a  brush,  though  it  is  undesirable  this  kind  of  bottle  should 
be  used  at  all. 

No  stimulant  or  medicine  should  ever  be  administered  without  orders 
or  permission.  Warmth  and  dryness  keep  a  child  contented ;  many  an 
attack  of  screaming  attributed  to  "  wind  "  is  really  due  to  cold  feet.  In 
obstinate  flatulence  dill  water  may  be  ordered,  and  a  small  teaspoonful  of 
warmed  olive  oil,  if  given  daily,  prevents  constipation. 

A  monthly  nurse  can  do  much  by  thoughtfulness  to  avoid  giving 
additional  trouble  in  the  household. 

In  thus  sketching  the  duties  of  modern  trained  nurses  and  their  posi- 
tion as  regards  the  medical  profession,  I  would  urge  that  more  rather 
than  less  training  and  discipline  is  needed  in  every  branch,  and  it  is 
entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  medical  men  to  raise  and  insist  upon  the 
maintenance  of  a  high  standard.  Both  callings  would  profit  by  it, 
and  the  sick  of  every  rank  in  life  would  reap  the  Ijenefit.  In  no  other 
work  are  Browning's  words  so  true — 

Oh,  the  little  more,  and  how  much  it  is — 
Oil,  the  little  less,  and  Avliat  worlds  away. 

Amy  Hughes. 


THE  HYGIENE  OF  YOUTH 

I.  IntPOduetion. — Efficiency  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  work  of  life 
is  a  result  both  of  the  character  and  direction  of  the  training  received, 
and  of  the  physical  and  mental  vigour  to  which  that  training  has  led.  And, 
surveying  the  question  from  a  practical  point  of  view,  it  is  obvious  that 
greater  "  staying  power  "  and  less  training  is  Ijetter  than  excessive  training 
with  consequent  diminution  of  vigour. 

Two-thirds  of  the  period  of  youth  are  spent  in  the  process  of  educa- 
tion, and  in  proportion  to  the  care  and  thought  expended  by  parents  and 
teachers  will  growth  and  development  reach  their  highest  expression,  or 
ill-health  and  disease  result.    I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  from  a  wide 
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experience,  that  a  due  amount  of  care  has  never  yet  been  bestowed  upon 
the  young  human  being. 

In  the  training  of  the  young  the  individual  must  be  regarded  as  a 
whole,  so  that  mind  may  not  be  developed  at  the  expense  of  body,  or  vice 
versa,  but  a  harmonious  dual  development  secured. 

In  the  process  of  education,  which  in  its  proper  sense  necessarily  im- 
plies both  physical  and  mental  development,  the  teacher  too  frequently 
ignores  the  former  factor.  It  is  the  physician's  province  to  point  out 
that  education  must  not  be  pursued  at  the  expense  of  physical  welfare. 
Though  his  advice  may  be  too  generally  ignored  or  contemned,  he  must 
yet  insist  that  his  office  is  to  guide  the  schoolmaster  in  his  duties  so 
far  as  they  concern  the  health  of  the  pupils ;  nay,  even  in  respect  of 
the  teaching  itself — so  disastrous  is  the  assumption  that  teaching  needs 
no  technical  training — less  serious  consequences  would  ensue  to  the 
young  were  the  physician's  advice  more  frequently  sought  and  adopted. 

The  proper  aim,  therefore,  of  jsarents  and  teachers  being  the  attain- 
ment of  the  highest  development  of  mind  and  body,  it  must  be  imj^ressed 
upon  them  in  every  way  that  this  result  is  dependent  upon  an  appro- 
priate training  in  youth. 

In  order  to  secure  the  highest  physical  growth  it  is  necessary  that  an 
approximately  accurate  estimate  should  be  formed  of  each  child's  constitu- 
tion.   Those  who  should  receive  the  most  careful  forethought  are : — 

1.  Children  who  are  delicate  or  sickly. 

2.  Children  Avho  have  had  an  ailment  which  may  recur  under 
unfavourable  circumstances. 

3.  Children  Avho,  though  healthy  as  yet,  come  of  an  ailing  or  diseased 
stock,  a  stock  in  the  offspring  of  which,  as  the  physician  knows,  hereditary 
ailments  and  diseases  are  apt  sooner  or  later  to  ajjpear.  If  these  children 
be  surrounded  hj  favourable  conditions  during  the  period  of  growth,  the 
tendency  to  such  disease  might  be  eradicated  or  mitigated.  Partly 
through  ignorance,  but  mainly  from  pure  thoughtlessness,  parents 
flatter  themselves  that,  as  their  children  seem  healthy  during  youth, 
they  have  escaped  the  parental  tendency ;  whereas  if  they  would  but 
admit  that  these  children  are  likely  to  be  stamped  with  their  oAvn  die, 
and  set  themselves  diligently  to  counteract  the  hereditary  taint,  the 
children  would  often  have  to  bless  this  wise  forethought  for  a  healthy 
manhood. 

It  is  incumbent  on  parents  to  bear  in  mind  what  is  so  well  expressed 
by  Dr.  John  Harley,  that  "  within  certain  limits  the  healthy  body  can 
accommodate  itself  with  facility  to  considerable  variations  in  the  external 
conditions,  and  those  are  the  delicate  who  cannot  readily  do  this,  and 
who,  in  the  transition  process,  are  liable  to  develop  abnormal  action,  or, 
in  other  words,  disease."  To  ignore  such  tendencies  to  disease  may 
hamper  the  child  throughout  life,  and  bring  misery  not  only  to  himself, 
but  possibly  again  also  to  his  descendants,  by  entailing  disease  and 
premature  death,  or,  still  worse,  that  deterioration  of  chai'acter  which 
ill-health  so  often  engenders. 
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Table  showing  the  average  and  mean  height  and  weight,  and  the  annual 
rate  of  increase,  of  7855  boys  and  men,  between  the  ages  of  10  and 
30,  of  the  artisan  class — town  population  : — 


j^O'f;  last 

Birtliday. 

Height,  without  Shoes. 

Weight,  including 

Clothes  of  9  lbs. 

Average. 

Crrowth. 

jViGEin. 

Orowtli. 

Average. 

uiowln. 

Mean. 

Growth. 

In. 

In. 

In. 

In. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

10 

50-52 

50-50 

66-31 

66-0 

11 

51  -52 

1  "00 

51-50 

1  -00 

69-46 

3-15 

70-0 

4-0 

12 

52-99 

1-47 

53-50 

1-50 

73-68 

4-22 

74-0 

4-0 

1  ^ 
xo 

55-93 

2-94 

55-50 

2-50 

78-27 

4-59 

78-0 

4-0 

14 

57-76 

1-83 

58-00 

2-50 

84-61 

6-34 

84-0 

6-0 

15 

60-58 

2-82 

60-50 

2-50 

96-79 

12-18 

94-0 

10-0 

16 

62-93 

2-35 

63-00 

2-50 

108-70 

11-93 

106-0 

12-0 

17 

64-45 

1-52 

64-50 

1-50 

116-40 

7-66 

116-0 

10-0 

18 

65-47 

1-02 

65-50 

1-00 

123-30 

6-97 

122-0 

6-0 

19 

66-02 

0-55 

66-00 

0-50 

128-40 

5-08 

128-0 

6-0 

20 

66-31 

0-29 

66-25 

0-25 

130-60 

2-20 

132-0 

4-0 

21 

22 

66-60 

0"29 

66-50 

0-25 

135-40 

4-81 

136-0 

4-0 

23-30 

66-68 

0-08 

66-50 

139-00 

3-58 

138-0 

2-0 

Table  showing  the  average  and  mean  height  and  weight,  and  the  annual 
rate  of  increase,  of  7709  boys  and  men,  between  the  ages  of  10  and 
30  years,  of  the  most  favoured  classes  of  the  English  population — 
public-school  boys,  naval  and  military  cadets,  medical  and  university 
students :  — 


Age  last 
Birthday. 

Height,  without  Shoes. 

Weight,  including  Clothes  of  9  lbs. 

Average. 

Growth. 

Mean. 

Growth. 

Average. 

Growth. 

Mean. 

Growth. 

In. 

In. 

In. 

In. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

10 

53-40 

53-00 

67-4 

67-0 

11 

54-91 

1-51 

54-50 

1-50 

72-9 

5-50 

73-0 

6-0 

12 

56-97 

2-06 

56-50 

2-00 

80-3 

7-39 

80-0 

7-0 

13 

58-79 

1-82 

58-50 

2-00 

88-6 

8-27 

88-0 

8-0 

14 

61-11 

2-32 

61-00 

2-50 

99-2 

10-61 

98-0 

10-0 

15 

63-47 

2-36 

63-50 

2-50 

110-4 

11-21 

110-0 

12-0 

16 

66-40 

2-93 

66-50 

3-00 

128-3 

17-92 

126-0 

16-0 

17 

67-84 

1-46 

68-00 

1-50 

141-0 

12-69 

140-0 

14-0 

18 

68-29 

0-43 

68-50 

0-50 

146-0 

4-97 

146-0 

6-0 

19 

68-72 

0-43 

68-75 

0-25 

148-3 

2-20 

148-0 

2-0 

20 

69-13 

0-41 

69-00 

0-25 

152-0 

3-87 

150-0 

2-0 

21 

69-16 

0-03 

152-3 

0-27 

152-0 

2-0 

22 

68-93 

154-7 

2-44 

23 

68-53 

151-7 

24 

68-95 

149-2 

25-30 

69-06 

69-00 

155-2 

6-42 

1.54-0 

2-0 

The  height  and  weight  should  annually  increase,  not,  it  is  true,  with 
steady  regularity,  for  in  autumn  and  winter  the  advance  is  less  than 
during  spring  and  summer.  But  the  weight  always  bears  a  certain 
definite  ratio  to  the  height. 
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In  a  child  a  constitutional  disease  is  usually  regarded  as  a  necessary 
evil,  and  the  parent  never  dreams  that  a  rational  readjustment  of  the 
circumstances  in  the  light  of  modern  preventive  medicine  might  have 
prevented  the  mischief. 

We  should  never  forget  that  a  vigorous  manhood  is  the  greatest  of 
all  blessings,  and  that  the  vestibule  to  its  attainment  is  a  healthy  child- 
hood ;  parents  must  be  educated  to  understand  that  the  highest  and 
most  acceptable  endowment  which  they  can  bestow  upon  their  children 
is  good  health,  and  that,  a  sound  education  ;  these  blessings  by  fore- 
thought and  foresight  may  usually  Ije  obtained. 

Health  must  depend  largely  upon  two  conditions  : — 

1.  The  inherent  properties  of  each  individual. 

2.  The  environment  in  Avhich  the  individual  is  reared. 

Only  so  long  as  the  individual  organism  is  placed  in  its  appropriate 
surroundings — that  is,  grown  on  its  proper  soil — can  we  expect  to  produce 
typical  health  and  strength.  Failing  these  necessary  conditions  we  can 
only  anticipate  imperfect  growth,  meagre  health,  an  absence  of  robust- 
ness of  character  and  manliness,  the  manifestation  of  early  disease,  and 
the  absence  of  vigorous  old  age. 

II.  The  Environment. — I  would  first  point  out  the  necessity,  as  far  as 
possible,  of  bringing  up  the  young  in  the  country  rather  than  in  town  ; 
and  in  detached  residences,  rather  than  in  the  immense  blocks  which 
constitute  some  of  our  schools  and  asylums.  Where  parents  reside  in 
towns  every  effort  should  be  made  to  arrange  for  education  in  the 
country ;  if  this  be  impracticable,  opportunity  should  be  made  for  spend- 
ing the  vacations  there.  The  importance  of  this  condition  has  repeatedly 
impressed  itself  upon  my  notice,  when  I  have  been  consulted  about  the 
children  of  persons  in  comfortable  and  even  in  affluent  circumstances  who 
(with  apparent  exemption  from  any  hereditary  delicacy  in  the  family) 
enjoyed  all  the  requisites  for  healthy  growth  except  this ;  and 
who,  being  brought  up  in  a  town,  or  even  in  a  "healthy  suburb,"  con- 
tinually suffered  from  tonsilitis,  croup,  bronchitis,  persistent  bronchial 
catarrh  or  pneumonia.  As  soon  as  they  were  removed  to  a  school 
in  the  coiintry  their  ailments  ceased,  education  was  uninterrupted,  and 
healthy  physical  development  succeeded.  In  the  case  of  nervous 
diseases  this  difference  of  effect  between  town  and  country  is  still  more 
marked. 

Last  summer,  when  I  joined  in  the  inspection  of  a  Volunteer  brigade 
of  five  battalions  comprising  more  than  4000  men,  I  observed  in  passing 
through  the  ranks  of  the  various  "  companies "  that  the  difference  in 
height,  breadth  and  aspect  between  companies  levied  in  the  country  and 
those  mustered  from  towns  was  astounding.  These  facts  are  clearly 
exhibited  in  detail  in  the  carefully-prepared  tables  of  Mr.  Charles  Roberts, 
which  should  exercise  a  decided  influence  on  the  modes  of  rearing  the 
young. 

The  air  of  town  and  country  is,  of  course,  originally  the  same  in 
composition.    But  town  air  is  rendered  impure,  not  only  by  the  absence 
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of  sunlight,  but,  as  it  would  seem,  by  the  presence  of  some  deleterious 
elements.  Hence  the  exhilarating  feeling  of  breathing  fresh  country  air 
as  a  contrast  to  that  of  the  town.  But  the  utility  of  transferring 
children  to  the  country  vanishes  if  they  are  confined  to  day-rooms 
and  bedrooms  with  so  insufficient  an  extent  of  cnhic  space  that  air  has  to 
be  rebreathed. 

There  is  no  habit  more  common,  and  none  more  deleterious  and 
uncleanly,  than  that  of  living,  working  and  sleeping  in  ill -ventilated 
rooms,  and  breathing  and  rebreathing  the  same  air.  It  causes  ill-health 
and  deficient  growth,  from  the  imperfect  working  of  the  internal 
functions  of  the  body  ;  and  renders  the  human  being  disposed  to  the 
attack  of  poisons  from  without.  There  can  now  be  little  doubt  that 
these  conditions  pre-eminently  favour  the  development  of  tubercle  bacilli. 
The  effect  of  pure  and  impure  air  on  health  and  mortality,  as  recorded 
by  Parkes,  is  strikingly  shown  in  horses ;  for  in  them  the  question  is 
more  simple  on  account  of  the  similarity  in  different  times  and  places  of 
food,  water,  exercise  and  treatment.  Formerly,  in  the  French  army, 
the  mortality  of  horses  was  enormous.  Rossignol  states  that,  previous 
to  1836,  the  mortality  of  the  French  cavalry  horses  varied  from  180  to 
197  per  1000  per  annum.  The  enlargement  of  the  stables — the  in- 
creased quantity  of  the  ration  of  air — reduced  the  loss  in  the  next  ten 
years  to  68  per  1000. 

It  is  sometimes  stated  that  nurseries  and  schools  need  only  be 
supplied  with  half  the  amount  of  air-space,  on  account  of  the  size  of  the 
inmates.  No  greater  mistake  can  be  made.  Children  cannot  thrive 
well  without  the  purest  air ;  like  the  young  of  all  animals,  they  are 
peculiarly  sensitive  to  pre-breathed  air.  Yet  parents  will  take  any 
trouble,  and  make  any  complaint,  about  the  quality  and  the  quantity  of 
the  food  at  schools,  but  show  no  concern  about  the  ration  of  air  provided. 
If  they  have  to  find  fault  with  the  appearance  of  their  children  on  their 
return  home  for  the  vacation,  they  immediately  throw  the  blame  on  the 
inferior  quality  or  quantity  of  food.  The  truth  is  that,  in  a  large  pro- 
portion of  cases,  the  pupils  are  compelled  to  live  and  work  hard  in 
insufficient  air-space,  and  to  sleep  in  still  less.  This  has  been  repeatedly 
pi'oved  by  the  diminution  of  excessive  mortality  on  the  pro^'ision  of 
more  air.  The  active  functions  of  children,  together  with  their  quicker 
breathing,  necessarily  produce  more  rapid  tissue-change.  It  was  found 
by  Voit  that  during  waking  hours  more  carbonic  acid  in  proportion  is 
given  off,  while  during  sleep  more  oxygen  is  absorbed  than  carbonic 
acid  eliminated.  And  in  his  eighth  report  to  the  Privy  Council,  1865, 
Sir  John  Simon  stated,  "  that  even  healthy  children,  in  proportion  to 
their  respective  bodily  weights,  are  about  twice  as  powerful  as  adults  in 
deteriorating  the  air  which  they  breathe." 

Place. — The  quality  of  the  soil  on  which  the  child  is  reared  is  of 
paramount  impoitance,  especially  in  relation  to  the  position  of  the 
water-level.  It  is  well  known  that  water  lying  stagnant  on  the  surface  of 
land  is  very  inimical  to  health ;  but  it  is  not  so  well  recognised  that 
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iinhealthiness  is  also  produced  where  the  siiljsoil  is  loaded  -with  stagnant 
water. 

Drainage  of  Soil. — Efficient  surface  and  subsoil  drainage,  so  as  to 
lower  the  water-level  even  a  foot  or  two,  may  remove  consumption  and 
diarrhoea  from  an  entire  district,  and  produce  so  improved  a  state  of 
health  among  the  inhabitants  that  the  development  of  germ  life  in  them 
is  largely  prevented. 

In  the  selection  of  residence  for  a  delicate  child,  other  things  being 
equal,  the  nearer  it  is  to  the  sea  the  more  equaljle  the  climate ;  the 
farther  from  the  sea  the  more  is  the  climate  one  of  extremes.  Hence 
the  child  who  requires  a  moist,  equable  climate,  with  warm  winters  and 
warm  nights,  should  live  at  the  sea-side,  while  those  who  need  a  more 
bracing  air  should  reside  inland.  Children  who  jDOssess  that  form  of 
delicacy  which  renders  them  susceptible  to  constant  colds ;  those  having 
a  hereditary  tendency  to  rheumatism,  consumption,  feeble  circulation, 
neuralgia,  kidney  disease,  and  other  such  misfortunes,  might  be  saved  much 
misery  could  they  pass  their  period  of  youth  in  a  dry,  warm  situation. 
It  must  constantly  be  borne  in  mind,  that  although  consumption  is  a  para- 
sitic disease  arising  from  the  attack  of  tubercle  bacilli,  yet  these  bacilli 
only  find  a  suitable  soil  for  their  propagation  in  certain  constitutions,  or 
in  feeble  states  of  constitution;  a  vigorous  condition  of  health  resists  them. 

Further,  where  insanity,  or  even  an  excitable  nervous  condition — 
which  is  often  exemplified  in  hysteria  only — is  known  to  have  occurred  in 
members  of  the  family,  the  child  should  be  educated  where  he  can  be 
out  of  doors  most  of  his  time,  on  fine  days,  so  that  vigour  of  constitution 
may  be  produced,  for  in  this  development  the  brain  itself  largely  partici- 
pates. Such  a  child  should  not  be  alloAved  to  work  at  night,  or  for  any 
examination,  until  his  brain  is  mature  in  its  growth.  Above  all,  he 
should  be  taught  that  immorality  in  any  form  is  especially  detrimental 
to  the  stability  of  his  brain. 

It  is  also  imperative  that  a  child  born  with  this  hei'editary  dis- 
position should  be  educated,  from  his  earliest  years  to  manhood,  away 
from  home,  and  apart  from  the  management  of  his  parents  or  any 
relatives  who  are  tainted  with  the  nervous  constitution,  in  a  place  where 
a  regular  life  will  be  maintained  under  watchful  discipline,  where  all 
waywardness  will  be  dealt  with  by  a  firm  but  kind  hand,  and  where  he 
will  work  and  play  Avith  those  of  his  own  age  who  are  more  robust  in 
health  and  in  character.  By  such  means  the  nervous  tendency  may  be 
eradicated  :  yet  these  very  children  are  too  often  kept  at  home,  where 
they  are  petted  and  pampered,  never  thwarted  or  corrected  lest  the 
nervous  condition  should  be  induced,  and  where  peevishness,  ill-temper, 
and  petty  tyranny  are  allowed  full  sway.  Such  surroundings  make  a 
hotbed  for  the  develoiament  of  the  tendencies  which  it  is  essential  to 
check.  In  the  case  of  girls,  who  spend  so  much  time  at  home,  and 
are  disposed  to  a  nervous  habit,  it  is  still  more  imperative  that 
their  education  should  be  absolutely  freed  from  the  influence  of  such 
surroundings. 
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It  is  most  mischievous  to  tamper  with  the  emotions  of  the  young,  for 
they  are  so  unstable  during  this  period  of  life  as  to  be  certain  to  run  into 
channels  unforeseen  and  undesired.  Even  religious  fervour,  if  excessive, 
is  often  perverted  into  the  shape  of  sexual  immorality.  In  youth  the 
appetites,  desires  and  passions  awake,  untempered  by  reason,  uninstructed 
by  experience,  so  that  at  no  time  of  life  is  steadfast  guidance  and  help 
more  essential.  Yet  how  few  boys — and  still  fewer  girls — receive  the 
needful  aid  from  their  home  training ;  a  'policy  of  silence  is  substituted 
with  results  frequently  disastrous. 

III.  External  Conditions. — As  regards  clothing,  it  must  be  borne  in 
mind  that  the  skin  is  our  most  important  gland,  and  requires  protection 
to  enable  it  to  do  its  duty,  and  to  prevent  its  functions  being  arrested 
by  sudden  chills  or  other  changes  of  temperature.  In  this  country, 
where  the  temperature  of  the  body  is  always  higher  than  that  of  the 
atmosphere,  the  use  of  clothing  is  to  prevent  the  waste  of  the  heat  of 
the  body. 

The  skin  regulates  the  temperature  of  the  body  by  means  of  its 
blood-vessels,  and  these  are  dilated  and  contracted  by  their  vaso-motor 
nerves,  which  turn  on  or  shut  off  the  blood  as  stopcocks  regulate  hot 
water  pipes.  The  equability  of  the  temperature  of  the  body  is  regulated 
by  a  mechanism  now  well  known  to  physiologists.  The  cooling  power 
of  a  sweating  skin  is  enormous,  and  the  chills  arising  from  clothes  damp 
after  exertion  or  getting  wet  are  well  known.  But  no  one  catches 
cold,  or  becomes  chilled,  from  keeping  on  wet  garments  so  long  as  he  is 
warmly  clad,  that  is,  so  long  as  rapid  evaporation  or  icing  is  prevented. 
A  non-conductor  should  therefore  be  worn  next  to  the  skin,  so  that  the 
changes  of  its  temperature  may  not  be  too  sudden.  Wool  of  vary- 
ing thickness  is  the  best  covering  of  the  skin  in  summer  as  well  as  in 
winter. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  the  bodies  of  children  are  less  capable  of 
resisting  heat  and  cold  than  those  of  adults.  But  the  worst  of  all  clothing 
for  children  is  excessive  clothing.  From  time  to  time  I  see  children  who, . 
being  considered  delicate,  are  burdened  with  an  inordinate  amount  of 
clothing  which  increases  their  delicacy — their  skin  is  never  dry.  By  a 
reduction  of  the  excessi^'e  clothing  the  "  delicacy "  often  disappears. 
Clothing  should  keep  the  skin  warm,  but  not  moist  excejit  under  active 
exertion.  When  moisture  is  perceptible  on  the  skin  under  ordinary 
circumstances  by  night  or  day,  the  clothing  is  excessive  and  harm  will 
result. 

In  this  country  the  summer  season  should  be  well  established  before 
a  change  is  made  in  the  thickness  of  the  underclothing ;  much  illness 
is  occasioned  by  a  premature  change  suggested  by  a  few  warm  days  in 
April  or  May. 

Much  care  should  be  given  to  keep  the  feet  always  warm,  for  neglect 
of  this  entails  unnecessary  ill -health  often  mistakenly  attributed  to 
inherent  delicacy.  I  continually  see  children,  and  whole  families  too,  who 
are  always  ailing,  and  are  consequently  described  as  very  delicate  ;  whose 
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"  delicacy  "  comes  indeed  of  the  mother,  Init  only  in  this  that  she  does 
not  knoAV  the  value  of  warm,  dry  socks  and  thick  boots.  That  the  lack  of 
these  is  the  commonest  cause  of  enlargement  of  the  tonsils  I  feel  sure, 
and  I  suspect  that  it  is  answerable  for  a  large  projiortion  of  the  cases 
of  post-nasal  growths. 

The  importance  of  Avarm  feet  in  the  maintenance  of  good  health  has 
so  impressed  itself  upon  the  attention  of  a  shrewd  schoolmaster  who  has 
125  boys  under  his  care,  that  every  boy  is  compelled  daily,  as  soon  as 
he  has  settled  indoors,  not  only  to  change  his  boots,  but  also  to  put 
on  a  pair  of  dry  socks.  The  drying  of  damp  hoots  before  rewearing 
them  has  not  yet  received  the  attention  it  deserves,  and  in  very  few 
schools  are  means  j^i'ovided  for  this  purpose.  The  miseries  and  deformi- 
ties (such  as  chilblains,  ingrowing  toe-nail,  flat  foot,  anchylosed  toes  and 
corns)  originating  from  out-grown  and  misfitting  boots — boots  never 
intended  to  fit  the  foot,  but  only  to  suit  the  fashion — I  must  not  here 
discuss. 

IV.  Internal  Conditions. — Next  in  importance  to  fresh  air,  sunshine, 
and  locality  in  the  nurture  of  the  young,  is  the  material — food — necessary 
to  provide  for  existence  and  for  growth  and  development.  Without 
nourishment,  appropriate  in  quantity  and  quality,  bodily  vigour  is  im- 
possible, resistance  to  parasitic  disease  fails,  internal  maladies  arise,  or  less 
specific  general  physical  and  mental  deterioration  is  induced. 

A  large  proportion  of  the  sufferings  of  adult  life  arise  from  the  in- 
appropriate food  and  cooking  and  the  hasty  meals  of  adolescence.  Some- 
times the  diet  of  youth  is  so  nicely  adjusted  to  its  cost  that  illness  is 
barely  averted,  while  growth  and  development  are  frustrated.  A  more 
short-sighted  policy,  even  financially,  it  is  difficult  to  conceive ;  the 
cheapest  policy,  in  the  long-run,  for  the  rearing  of  youths,  is  to  feed 
them  well,  so  that  they  may  be  advantageously  started  for  the  attain- 
ment of  the  maximum  of  size  and  strength.  If  thus  helped  to  reach  a 
vigorous  adult  age,  greater  and  better  work  will  be  obtained  from  them, 
with  more  vigorous  brain  power,  higher  character,  and  less  liability  to 
special  incapacities  or  deficient  energies. 

Again,  variety  of  food  is  essential  to  efficient  digestion  and  liveliness 
of  disposition  ;  monotony  of  diet  seems  to  produce  monotonj^  of  character, 
probably  by  way  of  some  defect  of  nutrition. 

The  periodical  use  of  the  scales — say,  once  a  month — would  indicate 
to  parents  and  teachers  beyond  all  doubt  whether  the  child  was  well- 
cared  for  or  gravely  Avronged.  It  would  reveal  errors  in  the  mode  of 
life, — such  as  inappropriate,  insufficient  or  monotonous  feeding,  over- 
work, or  over-exercise, — and  would  also  direct  earlier  attention  to  the 
advent  of  disease.  Periodically  carried  out,  it  would  show  whether  the 
natural  standard  of  height  to  weight  was  being  maintained. 

In  estimating  the  significance  of  the  measure  and  scales,  it  must  be 
remembered  that  most  children  grow  by  fits  and  starts  ;  rapid  growth 
requires  great  care,  ample  food,  more  rest,  and  little  Avork,  Avhile  on 
loss  of  Aveight  Avork  should  be  diminished  or  cease  altogether.    In  some 
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schools  such  a  record  is  already  kept,  and  has  been  found  to  be  of  the 
greatest  assistance  to  the  teacher.  For  instance,  should  the  measure  and 
scales  disclose  that  all  the  jjupils  are  deficient  in  height  and  weight  for 
their  age,  it  will  be  evident  that  some  radical  defect  or  management 
exists ;  should  they  indicate  that  one  child  here  and  there  is  below 
the  average,  a  reference  to  the  height  and  weight  chart  on  entrance  to 
school  might  show  the  child  to  be  the  offspring  of  a  diminutive  stock ; 
on  the  other  hand,  if  the  original  height  and  weight  were  then  normal, 
the  evidence  would  be  clear  that  the  child  had  been  working  excessively, 
fed  too  sparingly  (perhaps  on  account  of  a  squeamish  stomach),  or  that 
illness  or  disease  was  imminent. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  quite  conceivable  that  many  schoolmasters 
and  mistresses  would  dread  the  introduction  of  this  system,  since  it 
would  reveal  the  viciousness  of  many  of  the  present  methods  of  education 
and  treatment,  and  would  involve  (if  its  indications  were  attended  to) 
considerable  thought  and  alteration  in  the  administration. 

No  work  should  ever  be  imposed  upon  boys  or  girls  ■v\'ithout  previous 
sustenance.  Food  first,  work  afterwards,  should  be  the  invariable  maxim. 
To  work  before  food  probably  implies  that  the  material  necessary  for  the 
performance  of  the  work  must  be  absorbed  at  the  expense  of  the  system 
and  to  the  hindrance  of  bodily  growth.  The  meals,  therefore,  should  be 
wisely  arranged  :  a  substantial  meat  meal  should  be  provided  for  break- 
fast and  dinner,  so  that  the  heavy  meals  may  be  consumed  before  the 
principal  morning  and  afternoon  work  commences  ;  lighter  meals  may  be 
taken  in  the  after  part  of  the  day  when  the  heavy  work  is  ended.  On 
the  other  hand,  a  meat  meal  three  times  a  day  is  objectionable  and 
injudicious  on  all  grounds,  although  I  continually  hear  of  physicians 
recommending  this  plan  in  the  rearing  of  youth  :  it  would  be  found  most 
inappropriate  for  schools  at  all  events. 

The  cooking  of  food  for  the  young  has  scarcely  received  the  attention 
it  deserves  and  requires ;  this  neglect  and  the  supplementary  stuffings  at 
tuck  shops  are  a  fertile  source  of  feeble  health,  meagre  work,  bad  temper, 
and  permanent  damage  to  the  digestive  organs. 

Insufficient  time,  again,  is  rarely  allowed  to  the  young  for  efficient 
mastication  and  saturation  of  the  food  with  the  secretion  of  the  salivary 
glands.  If  a  child  abstain,  for  any  reason,  from  eating  a  meal  or  meals, 
he  must  not  be  expected  to  perform  his  tasks  as  usual.  Every  child 
who  does  not  eat  his  food  should  be  reported  to  his  master,  careful 
inquiry  made  into  the  cause,  and  the  omission  repaired.  It  must  never  be 
forgotten  that  it  is  during  the  years  of  growth  that  the  delicate  child 
may  overcome  its  feebleness  and  be  made  permanently  strong,  or  the 
strong  child  be  weakened  and  stunted. 

I  would  especially  point  out  the  necessity  of  children  being  taught 
to  use  their  teeth  for  the  purposes  of  mastication,  rather  than  be  allowed 
the  too  frequent  use  of  the  knife,  or  be  provided  with  soft  foods  ;  in 
this  way  only  will  the  teeth  be  kept  serviceable.  Twice  a  year  at  least 
children's  mouths  should  be  inspected  by  the  dentist. 
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Concerning  the  suitable  Icinds  of  food  for  youth,  I  would  insist  that 
meat  should  be  provided  twice  a  day,  at  breakfast  and  at  dinner ;  that  the 
crust  of  bread  is  more  suitable  than  the  crumb,  and  whole  meal  than 
white  bread  ;  that  porridge  is  an  invaluable  article  of  diet ;  that  sugar, 
so  frequently  denied,  is  an  indispensable  requirement,  forming  as  it  does 
their  main  heat-forming  food,  as  well  as  the  most  important  factor  in 
the  growth  and  work  of  muscles ;  that  milk  should  take  the  place  of 
tea  and  coffee  ;  and  that  young  people  are  Ijetter  without  alcohol  during 
this  period  of  life. 

Food  implies  waste,  which  results  from  wear  and  tear,  and  is  removed 
from  the  body  by  certain  excretory  organs.  These  products  of 
combustion  must  be  continually  removed  if  health  is  to  be  maintained. 
As  Dr.  Lauder  Brunton  says  :  "As  a  rule,  people  are  now  fully  alive 
to  the  risks  they  run  from  poisoning  by  sewer  gas,  or  to  put  it 
more  Avidely,  from  poisoning  by  products  of  decomposition  outside  the 
body  ;  but  perhaps  we  do  not  all  of  us  keep  so  clearly  before  us  as  we 
ought  the  fact  that  inside  the  body  there  are  all  the  conditions  for  the 
formation  of  putrefactive  products,  and  the  most  favourable  arrangement 
for  their  rapid  absorption."  The  need  of  the  daily  removal  of  these 
products  from  the  body  is  not  yet  sufficiently  taught  and  enforced  in 
the  young,  and  as  a  consequence  much  unnecessary  ill-health  ensues,  and 
the  appearance  of  piles  is  facilitated  and  encouraged. 

V.  As  we  have  discussed  the  suitable  environment  for  the  human 
body  during  early  life  and  also  the  material  necessary  for  growth,  we  must 
now  consider  the  purport  of  this  care,  and  we  shall  find  that  the  highest 
attainable  development  is  impossible  without  the  exercise  of  functions. 

As  unused  organs  atrophy,  it  is  therefore  essential  that  they  be 
employed  in  order  to  ensuie  a  maximum  of  growth  and  usefulness.  But 
it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  whether  Ave  consider  the  exercise  of 
the  brain,  which  during  this  period  of  life  we  shall  term  wm-k  or  educa- 
tion, or  the  exercise  of  the  body,  Avhich  Ave  shall  term  'play  or  recreation, 
exercise  increases  growth,  Avhile  over-exercise  stunts  it.  This  is  doubly 
true  Avhen  Ave  are  discussing  immature  but  growing  organs  ;  for  strain 
of  any  description  is  detrimental  to  their  efficiency.  And  exercise  of 
function  is  not  only  essential  to  growth  and  develoi^ment,  but  also  to 
the  healthy  maintenance  of  the  brain  and  body  Avhen  normal  growth  is 
attained.  In  the  performance  of  work  energy  is  expended  and  finally 
exhausted  ;  and  this  end  comes  sooner  in  the  young  than  in  those  Avhose 
tissues  are  matured.  Moreover,  the  young  have  to  tread  unbeaten  tracks, 
Avhich  consumes  more  force  than  the  pursuit  of  more  or  less  accustomed 
studies.  This  opening  up  of  ncAV  ground  necessitates  exertion,  and  unless 
the  exertion  is  put  forth  Avith  pleasure,  it  is  apt  to  become  harmful ; 
whereas  information  acquired  by  the  young  with  pleasure  rarely  occasions 
injury.  Hence  the  importance  of  the  study  of  "  likes  and  dislikes,"  and 
of  fostering  Avork  for  Avhich  the  puj)!!  shoAvs  a  taste,  slowly  adding  that 
Avhich  is  at  first  distasteful.  In  fact,  the  appetite  for  Avork  is  very 
similar  to  the  appetite  of  eating ;  the  child  Avill  not  only  thrive,  but  get 
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fat  on  that  which  it  likes,  while  it  will  eat  so  sparingly  of  what  is 
distasteful  that  the  body  will  suffer.  It  is  true  of  mind  as  well  as  of 
body,  if  unsophisticated,  that  we  all  like  what  we  can  readily  digest. 
Moreover,  as  variety  of  food  is  essential  for  the  adequate  development 
of  the  body,  so  variety  of  work  is  imperative  for  due  development 
and  nourishment  of  the  brain ;  and  as  slow  and  regular  development 
of  the  body  produces  the  finest  and  most  permanent  results  in  strength 
and  durability  of  other  tissues,  so  it  is  also  with  the  brain  itself. 

The  prime  duty  of  the  teacher  is  to  develop  whatsoever  faculties 
a  pupil  has,  however  rudimentary  they  may  be ;  and  he  alone  is  the 
real  educator  who  knows  how  to  compass  this,  instead  of  passing  all 
pupils,  like  corn,  through  the  same  mill.  Every  faculty  thus  developed 
becomes  a  stepping-stone  in  educating  other  faculties  which  may  be 
still  dormant  ]  though  sometimes  special  ability  in  one  direction  may 
coexist  with  utter  incapacity  in  others,  mentally  and  morally.  It  is 
natural  to  all  children  to  desire  knowledge, — a  desire  which,  unfortunately, 
our  teachers  too  often  succeed  in  extinguishing  outright. 

The  true  aim  of  training  and  of  education  should  be  to  develop 
the  best  type  of  manhood  in  mental,  moral,  and  physical  well-being, — an 
aim,  I  regret  to  say,  too  frequently  disregarded,  especially  in  the  training 
of  girls,  who  should  receive  the  greater  consideration  on  account  of  the 
peculiarity  of  their  growth  and  the  demands  to  be  made  upon  them 
in  early  motherhood.  The  young  are  allowed  insufficient  time  for 
sleep ;  they  are  often  deprived  of  fresh  air  and  exercise  by  faulty 
school  regulations,  or  unwisely-assigned  punishments ;  they  have  little 
time  to  masticate  their  food  owing  to  the  hurry  of  school  customs ;  and 
their  hours  of  work  are  usually  too  prolonged,  extending  throughout  the 
evening  and  too  far  into  the  night,  to  permit  either  of  good  work  or  a 
healthy  development  of  the  brain.  An  intimate  friend  of  mine,  and  a 
born  educator  of  the  young,  has  informed  me  that  since  he  abolished 
■evening  preparation  of  work  in  his  school  of  considerably  over  a  hundred 
young  boys,  not  one  case  of  sleep-walking  has  occurred,  although  many 
cases  happened  before  this  reform. 

The  worst  feature  in  this  prevalent  method  of  education  is  that  the 
long  hours  and  clumsy  educational  methods  compel  the  work  to  be  per- 
formed under  a  sense  of  fatigue,  so  that  the  work  itself  is  not  of  lasting 
value,  and  the  bi'ain  may  be  damaged  in  the  process.  These  imperfect 
methods  of  education  are  likely  to  continue  until  teachers  receive  a 
technical  training  in  their  duties,  or  at  any  rate  till  they  cease  to  despise 
.and  abhor  it.  The  education  of  the  youth  of  the  upper  and  middle 
classes  in  England  is  the  only  business  for  which  a  man  is  not  trained. 

The  successful  educator  considers  his  pupil  as  a  whole ;  it  is  the 
-disregard  of  this  unity  that  leads  to  harmful  results.  Each  child 
possesses  but  its  own  proportionate  stamina  and  mental  ability,  inherited 
and  acquired.  The  ability  may  exist  potentially  in  abundance,  but  of 
what  avail  unless  the  stamina  be  sufficient  to  provide  a  plentiful  supply 
■of  good  red  blood  for  the  sustenance  of  the  brain  ?    This  brain  nourish- 
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ment  is  the  product  of  an  efficient  digestion  of  food,  appropriate  in 
quantity  and  quality,  oi  fresh  air  and  exercise,  and  of  ample  sleep,  for  the 
nutrition  of  the  brain  takes  place  mainly  during  sleep. 

In  the  regulation  of  the  hoars  of  work  will  any  sane  man  uphold  the 
invariable  custom  which  prevails  of  assigning  the  same  number  of  hours 
of  work  to  a  young  child  when  he  enters  school  and  to  a  senior  pupil 
at  the  point  of  leaving  ?  It  would  l)e  as  reasonable  to  expect  him  to 
undertake  work  of  a  similar  order  of  difficulty.  To  some  extent  it  is 
recognised  that  one  of  the  chief  functions  of  the  competent  educator  is 
to  graduate  the  training  of  the  brain  from  short  and  easy  tasks  to  more 
rigorous  and  strenuous  exercise  ;  but  the  length  of  the  hours  of  work 
should  be  similarly  gauged,  as  the  young  are  without  that  power 
of  sustained  endurance,  which  comes  only  with  the  completion  of 
education.  If  sterling  and  lasting  work  is  to  be  accomplished  during 
youth,  and  the  brain  is  to  be  benefited  in  the  process,  teachers  must  learn 
that  the  work  of  the  immature  brain  must  be  proportioned  in  difficulty 
and  duration  to  its  age  and  capacity.  Yet  the  work  assigned  is  some- 
times so  disproportionately  severe  that  progress  is  arrested,  or,  too  often, 
converted  into  retrogression  ;  at  other  times  the  work  is  too  prolonged, 
and  tells  its  tale  in  weakened  brain,  body  and  interest ;  the  character 
also  suffers,  in  consequence  of  the  temptation  to  employ  illegitimate 
means  for  its  accomplishment,  or  to  avoid  punishment  on  account  of 
failure.  A  scale  of  work  should  be  adapted  to  each  age  ;  and  this  again 
will  require  revision  and  remission  in  certain  cases  and  under  special 
circumstances  of  age  and  sex.  In  this  scale  should  also  be  included 
any  work  assigned  as  punishment. 

Table 

Ages. 
From   5  to  6 

6  7  . 

7  „    8  . 

8  ,,  10  . 
,,  10  ,,  12  . 
,,     12  ,,  14  . 

14  ,,  15  , 

15  ,,  16  . 
,,  16  17  . 
,,     17   ,  18  . 

18  ,,  19  . 

Each  faculty  of  the  brain — such  as  thought,  memory,  sjiecial  sense, 
muscular  co-ordination,  and  other  functions — requires  its  own  special 
stimulation  for  purposes  of  develoi:)ment.  Every  brain  has  its  natural 
high-water  mark  of  effort  and  cajjacity.  The  systemic  circulation  of  the 
blood  affects  the  central  circulation  so  intimately  that  on  it  depend 
not  only  the  growth  of  the  brain  itself,  but  its  functions  also  diuing  the 
process — a  full  circulation  aiding  a  flow  of  ideas  and  the  retention  of 
facts.  The  debility  of  more  rapid  growth — occasionally  seen  in  boys, 
and  habitually  in  girls — like  that  ensuing  on  illness,  causes  a  feebleness 
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Hours  of  work 
per  week. 

6 
9 
12 
15 
20 
25 
30 
35 
40 
45 
50 
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of  circulation,  and  in  consequence  apathy  and  incapacity  for  mental  exer- 
tion, however  eager  the  pupil  may  previously  have  been  in  the  acquisition 
of  knowledge. 

The  quality  of  the  blood,  like  feebleness  of  circulation,  dulls  the  mental 
faculties,  as  in  anaemia,  whether  arising  from  deficient  food,  loss  of  blood 
or  overwork.  No  less  injurious  are  the  impurities  which  may  cii'culate  in 
the  blood,  and  so  irritate  the  brain  matter  as  to  give  rise  to  all  the 
symptoms  of  overwork,  as  is  seen  in  the  case  of  constipation,  biliousness, 
albuminuria  and  so  forth.  It  is  therefore  manifest  that  brain  capacity, 
although  in  part  it  depends  upon  progenitors,  depends  also  in  part  on 
environment.  The  bounds  of  safety  can  easily  be  overstepped  where 
graduation  of  the  amount  and  difficulty  of  work  is  not  provided  for. 

It  is  not  always  the  bright  and  promising  pupil,  but  frequently  the 
dull,  feeble,  but  conscientious  one  who  is  overpressed.  Moreover,  there 
are  grades  of  overwork,  from  poor  health  and  loss  of  weight  to  a  complete 
and  often  permanent  breakdown ;  here  it  is  that  the  scales  tell  so 
genuine  a  tale.  Loss  of  weight — and  even  a  stationary  weight — during 
the  years  of  growth  means  overwork,  underfeeding,  incipient  disease,  or 
recent  illness.  Yet  children,  while  suffering  from  illnesses  or  well-marked 
functional  disturbances,  are  often  kept  fully  at  work  as  if  in  robust 
health. 

The  converse  case  is  only  too  common,  in  which  a  brilliant  pupil  from 
too  early  pressure  becomes  a  nonentity,  with  an  impoverished  and  incom- 
petent brain. 

It  is  consequently  incumbent  on  those  who  have  the  welfare  of  the 
young  at  heart  to  gauge  the  material  with  which  they  have  to  deal ;  and 
we  repeat  that  it  is  essential  for  teachers  to  be  adequately  equipped  with 
the  requisite  judgment,  the  necessary  technical  skill  in  teaching,  the  tact 
and  force  of  disciplinarians,  and  a  knowledge  of  the  physiological  factors 
concerned.  The  cii'culation  of  blood  in  the  young  brain  is  always  in 
excess  of  that  which  exists  when  maturity  has  been  attained,  and  thus 
provision  is  made  for  the  more  rapid  repair  and  growth.  Moreover,  all 
mental  work  makes  the  blood-vessels  distended  and  the  brain  hypersemic. 
If  during  this  period  of  life  work  be  too  prolonged,  and  this  pressure  too 
frequently  repeated,  the  blood-vessels  do  not  recover  during  the  brief 
periods  of  rest.  In  this  way  the  brain  becomes  congested,  and  oedema 
of  the  cerebral  tissue  follows  with  alteration  of  function,  symptoms  of 
headache,  sluggishness  and  perversion  of  thoughts,  absence  of  mind, 
irritability,  inability  to  fix  the  attention,  which  may  lead  even  to  organic 
diseases  of  the  brain  of  various  kinds. 

It  behoves  the  physician  of  the  present  day,  however,  to  be  exceed- 
ingly cautious  in  suggesting  to  schoolmasters  that  a  certain  brain  is 
incapable  of  bearing  the  strain  imposed,  for  the  demand  for  our  public 
schools  being  greater  than  the  supply,  the  unfortunate  pupil  who  may 
only  require,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  compass  his  duties,  a  little  con- 
sideration in  easing  or  lessening  his  hours  of  work  and  increasing  his  sleep, 
may  not  receive  the  required  sympathy,  but  may  be  told  that  if  he  cannot 


470  SYSTEM  OF  MEDICINE 

keep  in  the  running  his  place  must  be  filled  by  another  eager  applicant  ; 
his  future  career  may  thus  be  compromised.  The  brain  wastes  in  all 
illness,  and  this  atrophy  renders  it  totally  unfit  for  work,  or  even  for 
reading  a  difficult  book  for  a  considerable  time.  I  have  not  yet  succeeded 
in  impressing  upon  parents  and  teachers  that,  so  far  as  one  can  judge 
from  the  apathy  exhibited  in  these  cases,  and  the  easily  induced  fatigue, 
as  Avell  as  from  observation  of  nature,  the  brain  wastes  in  equal  proportion 
to  the  waste  of  the  body. 

It  must  also  be  remembered  that  knocks  on  the  head,  to  which  boys 
are  liable  from  various  causes,  may  alter  the  nervous  structure,  possibly 
from  bruising  and  minute  ruptures,  and  that  prolonged  cessation  from 
work  should  be  enforced  even  when  the  blow  may  have  been  of  a  com- 
paratively trivial  nature.    \J^i(l.  art.  on  "Concussion  of  the  Brain."] 

But  overwork  is  yet  more  pernicious  in  its  eff'ects  when  the  necessity 
of  an  ample  allowance  of  &leej)  is  not  recognised.  It  is  a  well-established 
fact  that  more  sleep  is  required  for  the  formative  than  for  the  in- 
tellectual activity  of  the  cerebral  centres ;  yet  what  a  record  do  our 
schools  furnish  in  this  respect !  It  must  not  be  supposed  that  the 
deleterious  eff'ects  of  overwork  during  youth  can  be  compensated  by  an 
additional  amount  of  sleep,  for  nature  will  not  permit  a  forced  brain  to 
rest — one  of  the  most  manifest  symptoms  of  undue  pressure  being  wake- 
fulness. The  over-exercise  of  the  animal  functions  nature  does  not  resent, 
for  the  more  the  muscles  are  used  the  more  the  brain  will  rest.  Teachers 
should  know  that  deficient  sleep  means  stunted  brain  and  body,  and  must 
not  forget  that  it  is  only  by  graduated  exercise  of  the  mental  faculties  that 
the  highest  condition  of  brain  development  may  be  secured  for  work  in 
after  years.  Yet  the  child  on  entering  school  is  only  allowed  the  same 
number  of  hours  of  sleep  as  the  big  boy  who  is  leaving,  whereas  two 
hours  more  should  be  allotted,  as  the  following  table  shows  : — 

The  Amount  of  Sleep  required  during  Youth 

Age.  Hours  of  sleep. 

Under  10  years    ......  11 

.10* 


13 
15 
17 
19 


10 

94 
9 


But  while  the  child's  brain  may  be  perfectly  satisfied  on  this  scale 
until  the  advent  of  puberty,  yet  for  some  time  before  and  after  that 
date,  perhaps  a  year — when  the  growth  is  enormous,  especially  in 
the  case  of  girls,  and  the  development  of  new  organs  entails  a  severer 
stress  upon  the  system — this  amount  is  insufficient,  as  much  more  sleep 
is  required  for  growth  than  for  repair. 


VI.  The  Exercise  of  the  Body  is  necessary  to  attain  a  maximum 
of  Growth  and  Vigour. — But  the  brain  can  never  attain  its  largest 
growth  nor  its  highest  quality  of  nervous  tissue  from  the  exercise  simply 
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of  its  own  functions,  for  it  is  dependent  to  a  large  extent  upon  the 
vigour  of  the  body,  which  is  the  manufacturer  of  the  material  on 
which  it  lives.  As  I  have  already  pointed  out,  the  growth  of  the  brain 
depends  upon  the  condition  of  its  blood-supply ;  and  the  condition  of  the 
blood  is  dependent  upon  the  state  of  the  circulation,  respiration,  and  the 
muscular  and  digestive  systems.  Hence  the  importance  to  the  young 
of  sufficient  exercise.  This  exercise  should  take  the  form  of  games 
or  recreation,  in  which  refreshment  the  brain  participates,  rather  than 
the  form  of  a  set  lesson  in  the  hands  of  the  gymnasium  instructor  or 
the  drill  sergeant.  These  latter  modes  of  exercise  are  desirable  enough, 
but  they  should  be  an  addition  to,  rather  than  a  substitute  for  school 
games. 

Exercise  during  youth  is  excellent :  games  are  invaluable.  We,  as  a 
nation,  owe  our  success  chiefly  to  our  mental  and  bodily  vigour, — a  vigour 
which  is  irrepressible,  and  dependent  mainly  upon  the  games  of  boyhood, 
which  render  possible  our  sports  of  manhood.  What  other  nation  would 
dream  of  playing  football  in  India  and  polo  in  Burmah  1  The  physical 
education  of  the  young  trains  them  in  perception  and  judgment,  as  well 
as  in  adroitness  and  courage.  Even  yet,  however,  the  influence  of 
physical  education  on  mental  and  moral  growth  is  not  sufficiently 
regarded,  nor  is  it  yet  fully  recognised  that  bodily  and  mental  culture 
must  be  concurrent  if  the  highest  development  is  to  be  attained.  The 
sportsman  precedes  the  trader  in  new  countries,  and  the  trader  the 
statesman.  Their  qualities  can  be  developed  in  our  school  playing-fields  : 
let  them,  therefore,  be  encouraged  in  every  possible  way.  No  question  in 
the  training  of  the  young  is  of  more  general  importance  than  the  mode 
of  occupying  out-of-school  hours.  This  freedom  from  work  should  be  a 
period  of  cheerful  recreation  and  constant  lively  occupation,  otherwise  it 
becomes  a  time  of  weariness  and  idle  lounging,  and  the  character  and 
tone  of  the  young  must  consequently  deteriorate. 

In  physical  exercise  all  the  functions  of  the  body  are  engaged  ;  the 
circulation  of  the  blood  is  quickened,  more  oxygen  is  inhaled,  and  the 
impurities  of  the  blood  are  thereby  oxygenated  and  destroyed,  so  that  the 
excretory  organs  of  the  body  may  remove  the  detritus  from  the  system. 
Observe  the  young  boy  who  is  keen  in  games,  and  compare  his  physical 
condition  with  that  of  the  dawdler.  Notice  his  healthy  complexion,  good 
wind,  elastic  gait,  splendid  muscles,  increased  stature,  and  sure  promise 
of  vigorous  manhood.  Consider,  again,  how  boys'  games  tend  to  develop 
a  well-balanced  mind  and  character ;  how  they  instil,  as  nothing  else  can, 
glowing  spirits  from  the  robustness  of  health,  quick  response  to  calls  of 
duty,  frankness  of  disposition,  good  temper  often  under  trying  circum- 
stances, love  of  justice  and  fair-play,  self-reliance,  endurance,  confidence 
in  comrades,  desire  to  excel,  quick  judgment,  aptness  to  act  vdth  others 
for  the  good  of  all,  courage  under  pain  or  difficulties,  self-control,  and 
last,  but  not  least,  how  they  check  morbid  desires  and  sensations  by  the 
expenditure  of  superfluous  energy,  which  ensures  purity  of  life.  If 
school  games  had  no  other  salutary  influence  than  that  of  affording  a 
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wholesome  topic  of  conversation  in  out-of-school  hours,  they  would  be 
worth  the  infinite  trouble  which  should  be  bestowed  upon  them. 

In  the  regulation  of  the  games  of  the  young,  where  healthy  rivalry 
may,  in  the  inexperienced,  lead  to  excessive  competition,  I  think  the 
physician  should  have  a  voice.  I  Avould  therefore  suggest  the  following 
precautions,  which  are  reasonable,  without  the  unnecessary  fuss  which 
pupil  and  teacher  alike  resent : — 

1.  The  phj'sical  examination  of  all  children  when  they  first  enter 
school.  In  this  way  only  can  the  healthy  be  safely  compelled  to  play 
all  games. 

2.  The  proper  apportionment  of  exercise  consequent  on  this  examina- 
tion, in  order  that  the  physically  weak,  diseased  or  deformed  may  be 
restricted  to  that  exercise  which  is  suitable  to  each.  In  this  way  only 
should  any  boy  be  excused  from  the  ordinary  school  games. 

3.  The  medical  control  of  all  severe  exercise,  so  that  even  those  who 
are  physically  fit  to  undergo  it  may  not  be  permitted  to  do  so  without 
prior  and  suitable  training  for  the  prolonged  exertion.  It  is  excess  of 
exercise,  or  exercise  imprudently  taken,  which  is  so  deleterious  to  those 
who  are  growing ;  exercise  in  proper  measure  promotes  health  and 
strength. 

Exercise  should  be  gradual  in  its  increase,  or  harmful  results  may 
follow.  Those  who  think  that  because  they  have  excelled  at  some  exer- 
cise during  one  season  they  can  resume  it  in  the  next  season  without 
fresh  training,  are  likely  to  overstrain  and  injure  themselves.  If  Ave  do 
not,  therefore,  wish  to  hear  of  the  dangers  of  rowing,  of  nuining,  and  of 
football,  of  the  golf  arm  and  of  the  tennis  leg,  the  muscles  necessary  to 
these  exercises  must  be  trained  by  degrees  at  the  commencement  of  each 
season.  All  muscles  may  be  educated  to  any  strain  within  reason,  but 
unused  muscles  are  unable  to  bear  sudden  or  prolonged  efforts. 

Syncope  in  boys  during  exertion  is  usually  attributed  to  exhaiistion, 
but  my  experience  has  shoAvn  that,  Avhile  it  may  in  some  cases  be  occa- 
sioned by  the  physiological  condition  of  the  heart  and  vascular  system  at 
puberty,  or  be  due  to  a  temporary  dilation  of  the  heart  resulting  from 
active  physical  exertion  in  an  unfit  state  of  body,  it  is  more  frequently 
tox£emic,  the  excreting  organs  being  inadequate  to  the  new  and  sudden 
call  upon  them. 

Physical  education  requires  as  much  forethought,  method,  and  appli- 
cation as  mental,  Avhereas  too  much  routine  is  involved  in  both. 

For  all  games  entailing  exertion  the  player  should  be  clothed  in 
flannel,  Avhich  should  be  changed  immediately  afterwards  and  dried ; 
where  this  care  is  not  observed,  chills  and  even  dangerous  illnesses  are 
apt  to  arise. 

It  is  customary  for  the  young  to  undergo  training  for  boating  and 
other  athletic  sports.  The  purpose  of  training  is  to  place  the  body  in 
such  a  condition  as  to  enable  it  to  perform  the  hardest  physical  Avork 
rapidly,  or  for  a  prolonged  period  ;  it  is,  in  fact,  to  jiroduce  the  highest 
possible  state  of  health  for  hard  physical  Avork.    The  essence  of  training 
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is  that  the  heart  and  lungs  should  become  accustomed  to  sustained 
exertion,  and  this  is  effected  by  degrees. 

In  training  to  obtain  good  "  wind,"  it  is  of  the  highest  importance  to 
avoid  indigestion,  for  nothing  more  thoroughly  defeats  that  end.  Food, 
therefore,  as  I  have  said,  should  be  eaten  slowly  and  masticated 
thoroughly,  and  no  food  should  be  taken  between  meals.  There  is  a 
fallacious  opinion  among  all  trainers,  lie  they  trainers  of  mankind 
or  of  horses,  that  to  those  under  training  the  smallest  quantity  of 
fluid  should  be  allowed ;  hence  these  persons  often  suffer  from  actual 
thirst.  Many  people  do  indeed  drink  more  than  is  requisite  to  satisfy 
thirst,  man  being  the  only  animal  which  resorts  to  this  mischievous 
practice.  It  should  be  a  rule  with  every  one,  in  order  that  the  highest 
condition  of  health  may  be  attained,  to  take  only  a  sufficiency  of  fluid, 
say  from  two  to  three  pints  daily,  except  in  hot  weather  or  under  great 
exertion  and  sweating.  Water  sufficient  to  satisfy  thirst  should  be  freely 
allowed,  but  in  small  quantities  at  a  time  ;  thus  the  athlete  never  becomes 
actually  thirsty, — for  every  ounce  of  fluid  which  leaves  his  body  another 
is  supplied  in  its  place.  Dry  tissues  and  unnaturally  thickened  thirsty 
blood  are  unfit  for  the  highest  functional  activity.  To  suffer  thirst  for 
minutes  or  hours,  and  then,  when  the  exercise  is  over,  to  take,  as  many 
do,  an  excessive  quantity  of  fluid,  may  well  cause  discomfort,  take  away 
appetite,  and  entail  indigestion  and  loss  of  sleep. 

Again,  change  of  work  and  change  of  play  are  as  important  as  variety 
in  diet.  At  the  present  time  the  games  of  the  young  are  too  monotonous, 
and  insufficient  attention  is  paid  to  natural  tastes  and  aversions.  This 
is  not  the  place  to  discuss  the  merits  of  the  several  games  suitable  for 
boys  and  girls  during  their  growth ;  but  I  would  point  out  that  the 
exercise  adapted  to  boys  is  also  compatible  with  the  health  and  physique 
of  gii'ls  up  to  the  age  of  puberty ;  after  that  age  the  games  of  girls  should 
gradually  pass  year  by  year  into  exercise  of  a  quieter  character. 

The  exercise  obtainable  from  games,  as  well  as  that  from  hand-culture, 
should  be  various,  not  only  for  the  better  development  of  bones  and 
muscle,  but  also  for  the  development  of  the  brain  itself,  as  every  complex 
movement  has  its  brain-centre,  which,  in  its  turn,  is  developed  by  the 
exercise  of  its  functions ;  so  that  we  want  not  only  football,  cricket, 
rowing  and  running,  but  in  addition,  walking,  brook- jumping,  high- 
jumping,  skipping,  swimming,  skating,  racquets,  fives,  lawn-tennis,  la 
crosse,  golf,  hockey,  baseball,  wrestling,  fencing,  boxing,  gymnastics, 
physical  drill,  cycling,  rifle-corps  drill,  rifle-shooting,  camping-out,  work- 
shops, natural  history  excursions,  gardening,  music  and  drawing.  With 
such  variety  of  exercise,  and  mountaineering,  riding,  shooting  and  fishing 
in  the  holidays,  the  brain  and  body  will  be  formed  as  a  complete  and 
harmonious  whole. 

The  physical  education  of  girls  is  seriously  neglected,  and  little  or  no 
attention  is  paid  to  their  bodily  development.  Why  do  girls  so  fre- 
quently fail  in  health  directly  they  undergo  hard  mental  work,  sometimes 
becoming  incapacitated  for  life,  physical  wrecks,  and  ■  the  victims  of 
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hysteria  and  other  neuroses?  Simply  because  they  and  their  friends 
attempt  the  impossible.  If  we  are  to  have  the  higher  mental  education 
in  girls,  of  which  they  are  quite  capable  without  injury,  they  must  not 
be  pressed,  as  they  are  at  present,  during  those  years  when  their  growth 
and  development  are  enormous,  namely,  from  11  to  14,  when  they  leap, 
as  it  were,  from  childhood  to  womanhood  at  a  bound,  for  all  their 
nervous  force  is  expended  in  this  direction.  Teachers  must  not  fail  to 
recognise  the  difference  in  constitution  between  the  boy  and  girl.  Con- 
tinual application  to  work  from  day  to  day,  from  Aveek  to  week,  and  from 
month  to  month,  should  never  be  enforced  on  girls  ;  nor  should  they  even 
be  allowed  to  make  such  efforts ;  cessation  and  rest  at  menstrual  periods 
should  not  only  be  encouraged,  but  even  enforced.  Their  mental  education, 
again,  must  proceed  fari  fasm,  with  a  thorough  physical  education,  other- 
wise, with  rare  exceptions,  it  must  end  in  failure,  perhaps  in  serious  or 
life-long  misery.  If  in  Great  Britain  we  cannot  yet  manage  both,  let  the 
mental  education  remain  as  it  was,  and  the  physical  education  be  under- 
taken more  completely,  so  that  girls  may  by  degrees  be  prepared  for  the 
higher  intellectual  education,  and  become  better  suited  for  their  woman- 
hood. 

At  the  present  time  a  girl's  education  is  effeminate,  whereas  it  should 
be  feminine.  Why  has  it  been  considered  unladylike  for  girls  at  school 
to  be  allowed  any  other  outdoor  exercise  than  a  formal  walk  in  the  street  ? 
There  is  no  conceivable  reason  for  this  restriction.  The  lady  who  has 
the  courage  to  break  through  the  spell  and  establish  a  good  school  for 
girls,  in  which  their  physical  education  shall  be  as  well  organised  as  their 
intellectual  and  moral  education,  will  deserve  well  of  her  country,  and 
will  carry  out  one  of  the  greatest  and  most-needed  reforms  of  the  age. 

Girls  are  naturally  more  subject  than  boys  to  nervous  excitement,  but 
this  could  be  more  effectually  restrained  by  a  sounder  physical  develop- 
ment. Our  girls  are  so  often  what  they  are — "  nothing  but  nerves,"  or 
"  nothing  but  emotions,"  ready  to  faint  on  any,  or  without  any  provo- 
cation— l)ecause  they  are  suffering  from  their  faulty  training  and  con- 
ditions unnatural  to  them ;  these  evils  will  disappear  when  girls  are 
reared  under  a  reasonable  system. 

The  absence  of  daily,  regular  and  sufficient  exercise  renders  girls 
listless  and  apathetic,  entails  pallor  and  antemia,  constipation  with  its 
sallowness,  foul  breath,  and  depressed  spirits,  crooked  and  stooping  backs, 
and  knock-knee  and  flat-foot  with  characteristically  awkward  gaits. 

It  should  be  the  aim  of  parents  and  teachers  to  instil  into  girls'  minds 
the  fact  that  it  is  their  duty  to  try  to  be  physically  strong,  and  to 
provide  for  its  attainment  by  adequate  means.  They  should  be  taught 
the  necessity  of  being  vigorous  as  well  as  graceful,  and  naturally  instead 
of  artificially  shapely.  But  this  perfection  of  body  can  only  be  reached 
during  the  period  of  youth,  and  by  physical  exercise,  which,  duly 
regulated,  promotes  not  only  muscular  development,  but  also  a  vigorous 
nervous  tissue  and  brain  capacity,  and  above  all,  that  strength  of  character 
which  curbs  irregular  nervous  expenditure.     I  repeat,  if  girls  are  to 
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receive  a  higher  culture  their  physical  education  must  precede  any 
increase  in  their  mental  education.  Without  this  the  process  cannot  be 
safely  elfected,  for  the  mental  powers  are  developed  in  woman  at  a  high 
physiological  cost,  which  her  feminine  organisation  will  not  sustain  without 
more  or  less  profound  injury  if  bodily  vigour  go  not  hand  in  hand  with 
it.  It  is  more  essential  for  a  nation  to  produce  strong,  vigorous  offspring 
than  to  educate  girls  to  the  highest  standard.  By  the  highest  physical 
education  girls  can  be  made  strong,  comely  and  well-proportioned ;  while 
by  the  highest  mental  edixcation  (without  this  physical  basis)  they  may 
be  made  into  "  blue -stockings,"  or  neurotics,  or  both  together.  By 
physical  education  I  mean  games  and  recreation  which  cheer  and  elate, 
not  merely  gymnastics  and  physical  drill,  which  afford  exercise  without 
elation.  These  latter  exercises  are  mainly  for  the  sickly  and  deformed, 
and  curative  rather  than  animating.  By  physical  exercise,  too,  I  mean 
exercise  taken  out  of  doors  ;  without  this  condition  at  least  half  of  its 
value  is  lost.  In  wet  weather  dancing  should  be  encouraged ;  graceful 
movements  and  carriage  are  only  to  be  attained  by  means  of  well- 
developed  springy  muscles.  Every  educator  of  girls  should  feel  disgraced 
by  the  lounging  attitudes  and  awkward  gaits  which  prevail  at  most 
girls'  schools,  with  their  lop-sided  shoulders  and  crooked  backs,  for  in 
these  is  manifest  the  vicious  system  of  education  in  vogue.  Symmetry 
is  of  paramount  importance  in  women  for  ensuring  the  j^roduction  of 
healthy  offspring. 

While  I  hold  that,  sul)ject  to  the  restrictions  I  have  laid  down,  girls 
may  safely  receive  a  higher  education  than  has  hitherto  .been  accorded 
to  them,  I  would  urge  that  their  moral  education  is  of  more  consequence 
to  themselves  and  the  nation  than  their  purely  intellectual  development. 
With  a  physical  education  such  as  is  their  due,  we  should,  almost  in  a 
generation,  eradicate  the  neuroses  and  anaemia  to  which  at  present  girls 
are  so  prone ;  in  their  place  we  should  perceive  more  even  spirits  and 
more  stability  of  character,  and  the  aping  of  man  would  give  way  to  a 
more  dignified  respect  for  the  qualities  of  their  own  sex. 

I  trust  I  have  made  it  manifest  that  to  produce  a  sound  human 
being,  it  is  imperative  that  there  should  l:)e  a  concurrent  development  of 
mind  and  of  its  physical  basis  during  the  period  of  youth.  It  is  during 
these  years  only  that  we  can  educe  faculties,  form  character,  and  invigorate 
the  physical  powers  and  fvmctions.  The  school,  where  most  of  the  years 
of  youth  are  passed,  is  an  epitome  of  the  world  at  large, — a  place  in 
which  to  prepare  the  young,  and  not  to  unfit  them,  for  their  duties  as 
men  and  women. 

Clement  Dukes. 
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LIFE  ASSUEANCE 

Life  Assurance,  although  scarcely  two  centuries  old,  bids  fair  soon 
to  emlirace  the  whole  civilised  world. 

The  casualties  of  life  have  become  matters  of  scientific  prediction ; 
what  seemed  to  lie  "  accidents  "  are  seen  to  be  less  and  less  under  the 
dominion  of  "  chance,"  which,  indeed,  is  but  a  word  to  express  our  ignor- 
ance of  the  laws  in  operation. 

The  likelihood  that  a  confidential  servant  will  betray  his  trust  can  be 
estimated  and  provided  for  with  the  same  precision  as  the  probability  of 
the  occurrence  of  a  storm,  a  shijjwreck,  a  murder,  or  a  suicide. 

The  medical  selection  of  lives  was  not  attemjDted  in  the  early  days  of 
life  assurance.  The  first  life  assurance  society,  "The  Amicable,"  was 
founded  in  1706,  and  existed  for  years  before  a  medical  officer  was 
apjjointed.  The  same  premium  was  paid  by  each  aj^plicant,  whatever  his 
age  or  apparent  health.  He  was,  however,  called  upon  to  state  on  oath 
that  he  believed  himself  to  be  a  good  life. 

In  process  of  time  it  was  found  desirable  to  exclude  manifestly  un- 
healthy applicants.  Hence  the  proposer  was  recjuired  to  appear  before 
the  Board.  Some  directors  Avere  shrewd  in  their  judgment  as  to  the 
value  of  a  life,  but  it  soon  became  apparent  that  a  medical  inspection  was 
required  for  the  selection  of  "  first-class  lives."  The  first  medical  officer 
was  appointed  to  the  "Amicable"  in  1855,  and  to  the  "Equitable"  in 
1858. 

Besides  the  health,  the  age  of  the  life  to  be  as.sured  needs  considera- 
tion, and  the  duration  of  the  term  of  the  assurance. 

The  premium  required  being  greater  in  proportion  to  the  age  or 
"  expectancy  of  life,"  it  is  customary  for  the  medical  adviser,  in  estimat- 
ing the  necessary  addition,  to  ask  himself  the  Cjuestion,  "  Will  the  appli- 
cant before  me,  now  30  years  of  age,  live  as  long  as  a  healthy  man  at 
35,  40,  45,  or  50?"  If  he  considers  that  the  "expectancy"  of  the 
invalid  life  before  him  is  as  good  as  that  of  a  first-class  life  at  45,  he 
advises  the  addition  of  fifteen  years  in  estimating  the  annual  jjremium. 

Other  questions,  besides  the  medical  selection  of  lives,  call  for  the 
attention  of  the  profession  ;  although  in  the  domain  of  the  actuary  they 
have  intimate  relations  with  medical  and  medico-legal  science. 

Term  policies  are  issued  for  short  or  long  periods,  of  clays,  months, 
or  years ;  a  life  may  be  accepted  for  a  "  short  term  "  Avhen  uninsurable 
for  a  long  one.  Some  disabilities  that  prevent  the  acceptance  of  the  life 
may,  however,  so  greatly  increase  the  danger  of  sjjeedy  death  as  to 
demand  the  refusal  of  the  risk,  even  for  a  few  Aveeks  ;  this  is  especially 
the  case  if  the  "  habits  "  are  bad.  The  premium  receivable  for  a  short 
period  being  very  small,  the  loss  involved  in  the  event  of  a  claim  occur- 
ring is  so  great  that  no  ordinary  addition  to  the  premium  would  cover 
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the  risk.  In  these  cases  a  large  premium,  say  3  or  4  per  cent,  is  some- 
times suggested  instead  of  the  usual  addition  of  years. 

Contingent  risks,  or  assurance  payable  only  in  the  event  of  one 
person,  generally  young,  dying  in  the  lifetime  of  another,  ai'e  rendered 
unduly  dangerous  to  the  office  if  the  younger  life  is  a  seriously  damaged 
life.  A  high  extra  rating  may  then  be  insufficient  to  cover  the  risk. 
Thus  a  "  weedy "  youth  at  25,  whose  habits  are  uncertain,  may  lie  in- 
eligible against  a  healthy  life  at  50,  though  insurable  foi'  life  with  an 
addition.  The  medical  examiner  thinks  only  of  the  case  before  him  ;  the 
actuary  reminds  him  that,  Avhilst  the  loss  on  a  particular  case  might  be 
comparatively  large,  the  greater  number  of  the  "  contingent  risks "  are 
never  heard  of  again  by  the  doctor  or  by  the  Board ;  they  become  void 
by  reason  of  the  death  of  the  older  life,  or  are  dropped,  the  assurance 
having  been  effected  for  temporary  purposes. 

Furthermore,  the  mortality  among  recently  examined  lives  (say 
within  five  years)  is  less  than  the  tabular  rate  ;  consequently,  for  all  forms 
of  assurance  where  the  period  (five  years)  forms  a  consideralile  portion  of 
the  risk,  the  calculated  premium  is  slightly  in  excess  of  the  true  net 
premium,  and  the  "  loading  "  in  contingent  cases  is  usually  heavy. 

Issue  risks  are  often  afi'ected  when  the  "  heir  presumptive "  wishes 
to  raise  money  on  his  expectations,  there  being  no  "  heir  apparent "  ; 
also  when  it  is  desired  to  quash  a  trust  in  favour-  of  children,  a  marriage 
having  been  childless.  In  such  a  case  the  risk  to  be  considered  is  not  so 
much  of  issue  by  the  existing  marriage  as  of  the  death  of  the  wife  and 
remarriage  of  the  husband ;  the  chief  considerations  being  the  health  of 
the  wife,  and  the  prospect  of  the  man  marrying  again  late  in  life  and 
having  children.  If  the  wife's  health  be  uncertain,  the  prospects  of  a 
second  fertile  marriage  by  the  man  may  be  considerable. 

The  cause  of  sterility  in  the  woman  often  needs  consideration.  If 
this  be  removable,  the  risk,  of  course,  is  greatly  enhanced.  Sometimes  the 
issue  risk  to  be  covered  is  not  only  the  birth  of  an  heir,  but  his  attaining 
the  age  of  21.  A  variety  of  issue  risks  has  been  proposed  in  which  the 
probability  of  a  woman,  known  to  be  pregnant,  giving  birth  to  vial)le 
twins  has  to  be  considered.  In  certain  families  and  with  certain  indi- 
viduals the  probability  of  twin  births  is  enhanced. 

Endowment  assurances  payable  during  life,  say  on  reaching  the  age 
of  50,  55,  or  60,  have  tended  to  modify  the  work  of  a  medical  examiner  by 
increasing  markedly  the  proportion  of  "first-class  lives."  A  proposer 
having  a  shrewd,  perhaps  well-grounded  suspicion  that  his  life  will  be  a 
short  one,  in  his  natural  endeavour  to  pay  as  little  as  may  be  for  his 
privileges,  is  likely  to  select  a  whole  life  "  without  profits  "  policy,  rather 
than  a  short  term  endowment  which  would  double  the  annual  premiums. 

It  is  on  this  account  that  the  medical  examiner  should  scrutinise  with 
especial  care  the  "  without  profits ''  whole  life  policies,  and  look  Avith  a 
favourable  eye  on  the  short  term  endowments. 

Members  of  the  medical  profession,  who  feel  that  Life  Assurance  is  a 
business  of  which  they  have  some  special  knowledge,  tend  more  and 
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more  to  regard  endowment  assurances  as  a  safe  and  remunerative  form 
of  investment  in  which  they  can  obtain  3,  4,  or  even  5  per  cent  compound 
interest  on  their  yearly  savings,  besides  the  security  of  an  ordinary  life 
policy  in  case  of  premature  death.  A  man  let.  25  may,  for  annual  pay- 
ments of  £28,  secure  an  endowment  of  £1000  which,  on  attaining  the 
age  of  60,  amounts  with  bonus  additions  to  about  £2000.  At  set.  35, 
his  practice  having  increased,  he  may  take  out  another  policy  for  £2000 
at  an  annual  payment  of  £83,  so  that  on  reaching  60  (when  perhaps  his 
powers  are  waning  and  his  professional  income  diminishing)  he  receives, 
say  £5500,  and  has  no  further  premiums  to  pay. 

The  claims  on  this  class  of  assurance  are  exceedingly  small.  When 
any  cause,  hereditary  or  personal,  leads  to  the  anticiiJation  that  the  life 
will  not  be  prolonged  much  beyond  let.  60,  although  normally  secure  up 
to  that  time,  it  is  becoming  customary  to  advise  "  endowment "  of  such 
cases  ]  thus,  perhajis,  the  remarkable  absence  of  claims  in  this  class  may 
be  somewhat  modified. 

The  relative  duties  of  chief  medical  officer,  medical  referee,  and 
medical  attendant  need  definition. 

It  is  undesirable  that  the  ordinary  medical  attendant  should  act  as 
medical  examiner  for  an  office,  although  occasionally  there  is  no  alterna- 
tive. If  he  undertakes  to  report,  and  accepts  the  fee,  he  is  bound  to 
consider  the  interest  of  the  office  first,  and  that  of  his  jia-tient  as  of 
secondary  importance ;  motives  of  personal  friendship  must  not  influence 
his  report. 

The  medical  examiner  is  the  adviser  retained  by  the  office,  and  is 
bound  to  consider  the  interest  of  the  office  as  paramount.  He  must  not 
allow  himself  to  be  swayed  by  the  arguments  pressed  uj^on  him,  often 
with  undue  insistence,  by  the  "agent,"  whose  interest  it  is  to  carry 
through  business,  however  insecure.  The  facts  which  the  agent  will 
supply  may  be  valuable,  but  are  apt  to  be  one-sided  and  to  need  dis- 
criminating interpretation. 

In  some  offices,  where  the  desire  to  get  business  is  great,  the  actuary 
may  also  try  to  put  undue  pressure  on  the  medical  referee,  who  must  then 
remember  that  he  is  responsible  to  the  directors,  and  is  bound  to  consider 
first  the  well-being  of  the  office.  Whilst  it  is  the  function  of  the  agent, 
and  in  a  measure  also  of  the  actuary,  to  "  carry  through  "  every  proposal, 
it  is  for  the  doctor  to  separate  the  wheat  from  the  chaff",  and  to  refuse 
insecure  lives. 

AVhen  an  agent  finds  it  difficult  to  mould  the  medical  examiner,  he  is 
apt  to  tiy  to  take  the  proposer  to  some  medical  friend  whose  opinion  he 
can  dominate ;  hence  it  is  important  not  to  accept  the  report  of  an  un- 
authorised examiner  without  full  and  satisfactory  explanation.  A  large 
number  of  bad  lives  are  thus  insured  in  offices  which  do  not  insist  upon 
reports  from  a  medical  referee  of  their  own  selection. 

In  his  personal  examination  of  an  applicant  each  medical  man 
should  follow  the  methods  of  diagnosis  to  A\diich  he  is  accustomed. 

He  should  take  note  of  the  condition  of  the  heart  and  great  vessels, 
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the  lungs,  the  kidneys,  etc.'  He  will  probably  learn  much  from  the 
character  of  the  pulse  and  cardiac  rhythm,  and  still  more  from  the  aspect, 
the  morale,  and  general  physical  condition. 

Whilst  taking  pains  to  investigate  the  case  and  estimate  exactly  the 
probabilities  of  life,  the  medical  examiner  should  avoid  over-examination. 
Would-be  insurers  are  frightened  away  by  too  elaborate  an  investigation 
and  too  exacting  an  air.  It  is  not  necessary  in  every  case,  as  some 
morbidly  conscientious  tiros  seem  to  think,  to  use  sphygmograph,  laryn- 
goscope, ophthalmoscope,  and  so  forth.  When  the  office  is  represented 
by  a  competent  and  carefully  selected  medical  adviser,  the  end  sought  is 
best  obtained  Avithout  insisting  on  the  registration  of  pulse,  respiration, 
temperature,  and  quality  of  heart  and  lung  sounds  in  various  situations. 
Such  formal  inquiries  tend  to  draw  away  attention  from  essential  points, 
and  vitiate,  if  they  do  not  destroy,  the  value  of  the  report.  Even  if 
now  and  then  an  obscure  point  be  missed  the  office  gains  on  the  whole 
by  not  exacting  too  minute  an  investigation  asking  too  many  questions. 

An  experienced  medical  man  should  not  take  very  long  in  deciding 
"yes"  or  "no,"  and  he  should  not  look  too  critical  or  "  difficile." 

If  he  himself  has  to  labour  through  an  endless  series  of  questions, 
many  of  them  trivial  (for  example,  colour  of  hair  and  eyes)  and  nonsensical 
(for  example,  "  of  what  temperament  is  the  applicant  ?  "),  he  has  little  time 
or  spirit  left  for  forming  an  independent  opinion,  or  for  the  exercise 
of  that  sagacious  and  comprehensive  judgment  which,  after  all,  is  the 
thing  sought. 

Some  offices  receive  rejDorts  from  medical  men  having  little  experience 
of  assurance  practice,  as  is  seen  by  their  conclusions  which  have  little 
relation  to  the  observations  on  which  they  are  based.  Thus  cardiac 
imperfections  or  albuminuria  are  mentioned,  and  yet  the  case  recom- 
mended at  ordinary  rates,  or  perhaps  with  an  addition  of  three  years  : 
or  a  high  loading  is  suggested  with  nothing  in  the  body  of  the  report  to 
justify  it,  except  perhaps  hernia  or  doubtful  family  history. 

Offices  whose  forms  are  filled  up  by  all  sorts  and  conditions  of 
medical  men  may  find  it  of  use  to  try  to  obtain  facts  rather  than  in- 
ferences ;  but  where  competent  men  are  selected  to  make  the  examina- 
tion, the  simpler  the  form  the  more  valuable  the  report.  The  following 
simple  forms  have  been  proved  by  long  experience  to  be  useful  ones. 
They  give  an  opportunity  for  stating  in  order  the  points  likely  to  be  of 
most  importance  for  the  consideration  of  the  chief  medical  officer. 

If  an  application  be  made  to  the  "  medical  attendant,"  Form  No.  2  is 
suitable. 

Form  A.    No.  1. 
Questions. 
Name,  residence,  occupation,  age. 

Are  you  married  %  Have  you  visited  the  tropics,  when,  and  for  how  long  ? 
Are  you  now  in  good  health  %  Is  your  health  generally  good  %  What  medical 
or  surgical  assistance  have  you  required,  and  when  ? 
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Have  you  any  reason  to  suspect  yourself  liable  to  any  affection  of  throat, 
lungs,  heart,  or  any  other  organ  ? 

Do  you  know  of  any  hereditary  disease  in  your  family,  such  as  asthma,  con- 
sumption, insanity,  scrofula,  cancer,  or  gout  % 

Family  History. 

Father,  mother,  brothers,  sisters,  age  if  living  ;  if  dead,  at  what  age  and  from 
what  cause  ?    Is  your  family  a  healthy  one  ? 

I  declare  foregoing  jmrticulars  to  be  true  (to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and 
belief).    Signature  of  proposer. 

The  medical  officer  is  then  requested  to  report  the  result  of  his 
examination  and  inquiries  in  the  following  form  : — 

Height  and  weight  of  applicant  (about).  State  of  lungs,  as  shown  by  physical 
examination.  Hajmoptysis.  State  of  heart  (by  physical  examination).  Pulse. 
Gout  or  rheumatism.     Digestion  and  abdominal  organs.     Genito-urinary  system. 

As  to  habits,  whether  regular,  temperate  and  healthy ;  occupation  and 
pursuits,  whether  or  not  detrimental  to  health.  If  a  woman,  state  of  uterine 
functions. 

Is  there  any  other  circumstance  calling  for  remark  1 

From  examination  do  you  think  he  seems  likely  to  live  as  long  as  any  other 
person  of  his  age,  and  do  you  recommend  his  life  to  be  accepted  ? 
If  so,  whether  at  ordinary  rate  ? 
If  Bot,  what  addition  to  the  age  do  you  advise  ? 
Signature  of  medical  referee,  address,  qualification,  date. 

Form  No.  2. 

Confidential.     How  long  have  you  known  Mr.  ?     Are  you  in  the 

habit  of  seeing  him  frequently  ?    For  what  diseases  have  you  attended  him  1 

When  did  you  last  see  him  professionally,  and  for  what  disease  ? 

Has  he  to  your  knowledge  ever  had  any  serious  illness  for  which  he  has  been 
attended  by  any  other  medical  man  ? 

Has  it  come  to  your  knowledge  that  any  of  his  near  relations  have  suffered 
from  consumption  or  any  other  hereditary  disease?  State  what  you  may' know, 
or  are  able  to  ascertain,  of  the  health  and  longevity  of  his  parents  and  other 
near  relations  1  Do  you  consider  that  he  is  now  in  good  health,  that  his  cerebral, 
thoracic,  and  abdominal  organs  are  sound  ?  If  not,  state  in  what  respect  they 
deviate  from  health  1 

Is  he  temperate  in  his  habits  ?  AVhat  are  his  pursuits,  and  are  they 
detrimental  to  health  1 

Is  his  physical  conformation  such  as  is  consistent  with  a  fair  average  life  ? 
Is  he  likely  to  live  as  long  as  any  healthy  person  of  his  age  ?  Do  you  consider 
that  on  the  whole  his  life  is  a  first-class  one  ?  If  not,  state  the  grounds  on  which 
you  form  your  opinion,  and  the  addition  you  think  should  be  made  to  his  age  to 
meet  the  extra  risk. 

A  space  is  left  for  any  "  special  question  "  which  the  actuary  or  chief 
medical  officer  should,  from  other  information,  deem  imijortant,  and  a 
space  left  for  signatiu'e,  qualifications,  and  date. 
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The  medical  examiner  should  secure  a  private  interview,  for  in  the 
presence  of  the  agent,  or  of  any  friend  or  relation,  people  are  apt  to  be 
less  frank  and  unconstrained.  The  proposer  should  be  placed  as  much  as 
possible  at  ease,  and  the  inquiries  should  be  made  with  quietness,  courtesy 
and  deliberation.  The  proposer  should  realise  that  he  must  give 
honest  answers  to  definite  questions,  which  are  neither  impertinent  nor 
inquisitorial. 

Directors  are  rightly  severe  in  refusing  applicants  found  to  be  tricky 
and  secretive ;  when  a  proposer  is  detected  in  making  a  false  statement 
it  is  right  to  decline  to  accept  him. 

Life  assurance  should  be  an  honourable  transaction  for  mutual  ad- 
vantage, and  an  attempt  to  overreach  should  not  be  lightly  passed  over 
by  either  party. 

Prepapation  fop  Medical  Inspection. — Before  venturing  to  appear  for 
medical  examination  many  candidates  take  a  bath,  visit  the  barber,  attend 
to  the  tongue,  the  teeth,  and  sometimes  consult  their  family  doctor  that 
"  they  may  be  put  in  order  "  and  be  prepared  for  the  ordeal.  They  also 
avoid  giving  any  information  about  family  and  personal  history  which 
might  lead  to  an  extra  rating,  and  dexterously  omit  all  incriminating 
details. 

Tpopieal  Rating. — The  practice  of  applying  an  extra  rating  for  residence 
in  the  tropics,  whilst  giving  occasion  to  criticism  on  the  part  of  those  who 
disapprove  of  the  imposts,  has  been  found  to  work  fairly  on  the  whole. 

The  risk  of  death  in  the  early  years  of  tropical  life  is  considerable ;  it 
should  be  also  rememl^ered  that  an  extra  payment  is  demanded  only 
during  residence  in  the  tropics,  and  is  taken  off  when  the  proposer  returns 
to  Europe,  with  health  perhaps  broken  by  tropical  disease. 

The  habit  of  "  rating-up "  for  tropical  fever,  ague,  dysentery,  etc. 
(those  who  come  for  assurance  after  living  abroad),  is  also  fully  justified 
by  experience,  as  also  are  the  ratings  for  "active  service  in  the  field." 

Eatings  for  dangerous  avocations  call  for  consideration  ;  among  these 
the  most  frequent  are  occupations  connected  with  the  drink  trade.  It  is 
customary  to  add  a  50  per  cent  extra  to  such  cases,  even  if  classed  as 
"  A  1  "  by  the  medical  examiner ;  but  it  is  probably  wiser  to  follow  the 
rule  of  the  more  cautious  offices,  and  absolutely  to  decline  to  accept  pro- 
posals in  such  cases. 

Extra  risks  arising  from  hunting  and  other  active  sports,  which 
occasionally  lead  to  a  broken  neck  or  concussion  of  the  brain,  may  be 
accepted  at  ordinary  rates  on  the  ground  that  the  improved  health  and 
longevity  secured  by  an  active,  open-air  life  will  more  than  counterbalance 
the  extra  risk. 

Details  regarding  the  diagnosis  and  prognosis  of  well-defined  diseases 
may  be  dispensed  with,  but  there  are  various  conditions  of  imperfect 
health  more  difficult  to  assess  concerning  which  something  must  be  nov.' 
said. 

Susceptibility  to  disease,  whether  catarrhal  or  zymotic,  exhibited  by 
the  proposer  or  his  family  needs  consideration. 
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Vulnerability  means  increased  risk  and-  therefore  extra  rating. 

Obesity. — Among  conditions  which  may  not  be  classified  as  "  disease," 
or  even  "  impaired  health,"  undue  stoutness,  or  excessive  weight  in 
proportion  to  height,  calls  for  consideration.  If  obesity  do  not  directly 
shorten  life,  it  greatly  increases  the  risks  from  acute  and  chronic  disease. 
When  an  effort  is  needed  to  meet  some  unexpected  strain,  a  large 
extent  of  useless,  cumliersome  tissue,  a  fatty  heart,  loaded  liver,  restricted 
lung  surface,  or  kidneys  prone  to  disease,  become  powerful  allies  of 
any  intercuiTent  disease  in  the  assault  upon  life. 

As  soon  as  a  man's  weight  increases  much  aliove  the  average  weight 
(see  table),  and  the  abdominal  girth  exceeds  the  chest  girth,  an  extra 
rating  is  called  for.  Weight  alone,  without  consideration  of  the  build, 
the  size  of  the  bones,  the  condition  of  the  muscles,  etc.,  is  not  a  sufficient 
guide.  Where  the  muscles  are  flabby,  the  abdomen  pendulous,  exercise 
insufficient,  and  food  excessive,  these  conditions  are  incompatible  with 
prolonged  health. 

A  man,  ajt.  40,  who,  since  the  age  of  20,  has  steadily  increased  in 
weight  and  bulk,  and  finds  his  breathing  short  on  exertion,  should  not  be 
accepted  without  an  addition  of  five  years,  even  though  in  all  other 
respects  he  may  seem  well.  Experience  has  shown  (see  liepmi  on  Invalid 
Lives,  Equity  and  Law  Assurance  Society)  that  cases  rated  upon  the 
ground  of  "  stoutness  "  have  proved  a  very  unfavourable  class.  Habits 
of  excessive  eating  and  drinking  and  insufficient  exercise  tend  to  shorten 
life,  and  the  very  obese  must  be  declined,  or  accepted  for  short  terms 
with  high  rating. 

Leanness. — When  the  weight  is  markedly  below  the  average,  careful 
investigation  as  to  the  cause  is  required.  If  loss  of  weight  be  progressive 
the  risk  is  enhanced,  and  the  necessity  for  an  explanation  of  the  cause 
essential.  It  may  be  an  early  indication  of  phthisis,  diabetes,  cancer,  or 
other  progressive  disease  in  the  organs  of  digestion  and  assimilation. 


Table  of  Height  and  Weight 


Feet 

Inches 

.stones 

Lbs. 
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5 

3 

8 

13 

5 
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12 

4 

5 

5 

9 

11 

6 

0 

13 

r, 

5 

7 

10 

10 

6 

2 

14 

7 

6 

9 

11 

10 

6 

4 

15 

9 

If  due  to  unusual  slimness  this  need  not  necessarily  imply  delicacy 
or  vulnerability,  for  the  thin  and  "  wiry  "  are  (proverbially)  long  lived, 
or  at  least  have  so  great  an  aptitude  of  recovery  from  disease  as  to  justify 
their  acceptance  without  extra  rating,  if  careful  inquiry  elicit  nothing 
against  the  life. 

Leanness  associated  with  feeble  physique  calls  for  considerable 
"  extra."  A  man,  5  ft.  7  in.  in  height  (see  table),  whose  -weight  is  but 
8  st.  10  lbs.  instead  of  the  normal  10  st.  10  lbs.,  is  probably  a  better  life 
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than  a  man  of  the  same  age  who  weighs  12  st.  10  lbs.-;  or  a  man,  ast.  40, 
5  ft.  10  in.  in  height,  weighing  10  st.  4  lbs.,  instead  of  the  normal 
12  St.  4  lbs.,  is  a  more  favourable  life — other  things  being  equal — than 
if  his  weight  were  14  st.  4  lbs. 

Two  stone  above  or  below  the  normal  need  in  neither  case  necessitate 
extra  rating,  but  demand  extra  caution.  Note  should  always  be  taken  of 
such  deviation,  and  if  no  explanation  be  forthcoming  adequate  ground 
exists  for  extra  rating. 

Heredity. — Longevity  is  hereditary  in  some  families,  as  is  premature 
death  in  others  (see  Analysis  of  Peerage  Mortality,  Sprague),  and  this 
without  noticeable  strength  or  feebleness  of  physique. 

When  a  tendency  exists  in  the  line  of  both  parents  to  any  special 
disease  the  heredity  is  intensified,  notably  in  phthisis,  cancer  and 
insanity.  The  mother's  power  of  transmitting  disease  to  sons,  who  form 
the  majority  of  insured  lives,  is  greater  than  that  of  the  father. 

As  with  phthisis,  hereditary  gout  is  manifested  earlier  than  the 
acquired  form.  If  a  tendency  to  gout  or  asthma  exist  on  both  sides,  a 
considerable  extra  rating  is  called  for ;  where  cancer  is  doubly  inherited 
it  is  safer  to  decline,  or  to  require  all  premiums  to  be  paid  by  the  age  of 
fifty.  Where  one  parent  only  has  suffered  from  gout,  rheumatism,  heart 
disease,  diabetes  or  cancer,  this  may  be  overlooked  if  the  case  be  othei'- 
wise  unexceptionable. 

An  investigation  into  the  life  and  health  of  grandparents,  aunts, 
cousins,  is  usually  supererogatory,  but  the  medical  referee  may  be  often 
aided  by  such  an  inquiry  ;  he  should  never  omit  to  report  on  the  brothers 
and  sisters  of  the  proposer. 

Phthisis. — As  one  death  in  eight  is  attributed  hy  the  Kegistrar- 
General  to  this  cause,  its  early  detection  is  of  primary  import ;  and  as  the 
mortality  from  phthisis  among  assured  lives  is  but  eight  per  cent,  it  is 
evident  that  medical  selection  has  proved  of  great  value.  Half  the 
mortality  from  phthisis  among  the  assured  occurs  before  the  age  of  40, 
and  three-quarters  before  50.  (A  large  proportion  of  proposers  have 
passed  the  most  dangerous  years  from  15  to  25.) 

The  occurrence  of  hsemoptysis  needs  careful  consideration  ;  if  following- 
strain,  and  there  be  no  evidence  of  inheritance,  of  heart  or  lung 
defect,  of  wasting  or  constitutional  disorders  ;  and  if  the  applicant  ha^"e 
passed  the  age  of  30,  the  life  may  be  accepted  with  a  slight  addition. 
Where  hereditary  tendency  exists,  the  chest  is  long  and  narrow,  the 
weight  light,  and  the  pulse  quick,  the  life  should  be  refused.  Indeed, 
the  coexistence  of  hsemoptysis  with  a  history  of  hereditary  phthisis 
would  call  for  refusal.  Full  consideration  of  physical  signs,  etc.,  will  be 
found  in  other  articles. 

In  insurance  practice,  where  the  opportunities  for  complete  examina- 
tion of  a  case  are  limited,  it  may  not  be  easy  to  make  a  prognosis  with 
adequate  confidence  to  justify  the  acceptance  of  a  life  Avith  serious 
organic  disease  ;  but  every  life  has  its  value,  and,  with  advancing  patho- 
logical knowledge,  accurate  clinical  methods  and  acquaintance  with  the 
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natural  history  of  disease,  a  prognosis  may  Ije  made  with  sufficient 
precision  to  justify  the  acceptance  of  the  risk.  This  is  certainly  the  case 
with  the  varieties  of  mlmlar  disease  of  the  heart,  and  in  some  cases  of 
chronic  fibroid  change  in  the  lung  the  life  may  be  assessed  with  equal 
confidence  and  accepted  with  extra  rating  for  short  periods,  or  under  the 
"  endowment "  or  "  limited  payment "  system.  In  cases  of  this  class, 
however,  the  chief  medical  officer  would  probably  require  to  see  the  case 
himself,  and  would  not  recommend  it  to  the  acceptance  of  the  Board 
on  any  second-hand  information. 

Emphysema,  when  associated  with  chronic  or  recurrent  bronchitis, 
especially  if  any  signs  exist  of  commencing  cardiac  dilatation,  must  be 
refused.  If  a  somewhat  inelastic  chest  wall,  a  prominence  of  thoracic 
venules,  and  tendency  to  dyspnoea  on  exertion,  alone  mark  the  emphyse- 
matous tendency,  or  if  only  occasional  asthmatic  attacks  are  recorded,  an 
extra  rating  will  suffice.  Liability  to  bronchial  attacks,  whether  of  gouty, 
syphilitic,  or  phthisical  origin,  renders  the  life  precarious  even  for  very 
short  terms. 

Pleurisy. — Where  traces  of  pleurisy  exist,  if  the  proposer  be  young, 
and  if  family  and  personal  history,  aspect,  pulse,  etc.,  should  point  to  a 
possible  tubercular  origin  or  comjjiication,  the  case  should  be  declined. 
If  the  evidence  indicate  no  more  than  the  local  contraction  consequent 
upon  old  pleurisy  of  non-constitutional  origin,  a  small  extra  rating  Avill 
suffice. 

Heart  Disease. — The  diagnosis  and  prognosis  of  cardiac  disorders  are 
fully  discussed  in  other  places  ;  I  can  only  say  here  that  cases  in  which 
indications  of  muscular  failure  exist  are  uninsurable.  Where  compensa- 
tory hypertrophy  conceals  all  evidence  of  circulatory  defect  the  case  may 
be  considered,  and  acceptance  advised  on  condition  that  all  jM'emiums  be 
paid  before  degenerative  changes  are  likely  to  occur.  Aortic  disease  is 
more  perilous  than  mitral.  Cases  of  mitral  stenosis  and  aortic  regurgita- 
tion can  but  seldom  be  accepted.  Less,  however,  depends  on  the  situation 
and  character  of  the  murmur  than  on  the  history  and  constitutional 
state. 

Irregular  action,  with  feebleness  of  impulse  and  confused  rhythm,  is 
of  evil  portent. 

Intermission  of  the  pulse  and  apex  beat  may  not  prove  the  existence 
of  serious  defects,  but  calls  for  close  investigation,  and  often  leads  to  the 
discovery  of  gouty,  dyspeptic,  or  nervous  disorder. 

The  rapid,  nervous,  palj)itating  "  insurance  heart,"  so  con.stantly 
observed  among  candidates  for  life  assurance,  requires  skill  and  experience 
for  its  estimation.  The  beat  is  so  rapid,  tumultuous,  bouncing  and 
diffused  that  it  suggests  the  idea  of  serious  disease,  and  may  indeed  mask 
organic  defect.  Its  variability  and  manifest  association  with  general 
nervous  perturbation  will  generally  enable  the  jihysician  to  assess  its 
import  at  the  first  interview ;  if  not,  a  second  should  be  arranged. 
Some  proposers  faint  when  thus  examined,  and  may  justly  be  regai'ded 
as  too  unstable  to  be  accepted  as  first-class  lives.    These  are  persons  who 
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are  morbidly  sensitive  to  a  refusal  or  an  extra  rating,  and  it  is  important 
by  firmness  and  kindness  of  manner  to  give  them  confidence  and  self- 
reliance.  A  medical  referee  cannot  be  too  careful  to  avoid  causing 
distress  or  anxiety  in  an  applicant,  even  if  he  be  obliged  to  decline  the 
proposal. 

Gout. — The  bearing  of  gout  on  life  assurance  is  important.  Experi- 
ence proves'  that  a  high  extra  rating  is  necessary.  Gout  was  regarded  in 
the  early  days  of  life  assurance  as  conducive  to  longevity.  The  free 
imbibition  of  port  was  followed  by  occasional  explosions  recurring  for  a 
quarter  or  perhaps  half  a  century,  and  leading  to  no  marked  deterioration. 
In  recent  years  the  wide  extent  of  gout,  as  a  constitutional  affection  leading 
to  heart,  kidney,  liver,  and  more  general  tissue-change,  has  been  recog- 
nised even  when  no  joint  affection  has  occurred.  Gout,  as  we  know  it 
now,  calls  for  rejection  in  a  large  number  of  instances  ;  and  an  average 
addition  of  20  to  25  per  cent  in  cases  recommended  for  acceptance. 

It  must  be  remembered,  too,  that  while  phthisis  is  a  "  diminishing 
risk,"  gout  is  an  "  increasing "  one.  The  mortality  from  phthisis  falls 
mainly  in  early  manhood,  whilst  that  from  gout  falls  in  the  years  when 
life  assurances  are  most  usual,  namely,  between  50  and  60. 

The  close  relation  often  existing  between  gout  and  intemperance  in 
eating  and  drinking  must  not  be  forgotten  ;  and  the  extra  rating  applied 
for  "  gout "  might  in  some  cases  be  more  accurately  entered  under  the 
heading  "  habits." 

No  part  of  insurance  medical  practice  calls  for  so  much  discrimination 
as  this.  Intemperance,  often  markedly  hereditary,  may  show  itself  in 
occasional  craving  for  drink  or  other  forms  of  nerve  excitement,  and  lead 
to  early  tissue  degeneration ;  the  man  who  indulges  freely  and  con- 
tinually because  he  is  never  drunk  being  in  the  greater  danger.  Tact 
to  discern  habits  of  life,  and  skill  to  interpret  indications  (which  have 
been  perhaps  carefully  masked),  are  essential  here. 

Among  the  indications  are  the  hurried  manner,  loud  voice,  foetid 
breath,  bloodshot  salloAV  eye,  flushed  face,  red  nose,  tremulous  cold  damp 
hand,  tremulous  tongue  (often  clean,  especially  in  women),  engorged 
fauces,  carelessness  of  dress,  etc.  Where  such  signs  exist  no  laboured 
proof  in  "  friends'  reports,"  or  in  the  statement  of  the  applicant,  must  be 
allowed  to  shake  the  conclusion  of  the  medical  examiner.  If  he  be  thus 
beguiled  into  accepting  a  life  he  was  disposed,  on  personal  examination, 
to  reject  for  "  habits,"  he  is  nearly  sure  to  hear  of  the  case  "  as  a  claim  " 
in  a  time  distressingly  short  for  his  reputation  and  for  the  office.  The 
evidence  as  to  the  "  temperance,  soberness,  and  chastity  "  of  a  suspected 
applicant  must  not  always  be  estimated  by  the  weight  or  volume  of  the 
letters  supplied  in  "  friends'  reports  "  ! 

It  is  not  customary  to  regard  hernia,  if  a  suitable  truss  is  worn, 
as  a  reason  for  extra  rating.  Neither  need  piles  nor  varicose  veins 
be  so  regarded,  except  in  so  far  as  they  give  evidence  of  hepatic  engorge- 
ment. 

A  history  of  fistula,  if  connected  with  piles  which  have  been  cured, 
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does  not  call  for  surcharge ;  but  when  there  is  any  evidence  of  phthisis 
or  constitutional  Aveakness  the  proposal  should  be  declined. 

History  of  gonorrhoea  justifies  an  extra  rating ;  even  Avhen  not  fol- 
lowed by  stricture,  etc.,  it  often  brings  in  its  train  prostatic  and  vesical 
troubles  which  shorten  life. 

Syphilis. — During  the  existence  of  this  disease  in  any  primary  form 
the  proposal  must  be  postponed. 

If  any  secondary  symptoms  exist  in  a  quiescent  state  an  addition  of 
five  or  seven  years  is  required.  When  these  symptoms  have  been  in 
abeyance  for  two  or  more  years  only,  the  case  is  not  eligible  at  ordinary 
rates ;  it  should  be  rejected  if  any  lesion  of  brain,  spinal  cord,  artery, 
liver,  lung  or  kidney  have  occm-red. 

Albuminuria,  whether  present  or  not  at  the  time  of  examination,  if 
connected  with  kidney  disease,  with  gouty,  rheumatic,  or  cardiac  disorder, 
or  excess  in  eating  or  drinking,  must  be  declined. 

If  the  albumin  be  reported  after  scarlet  fever  or  exposure,  and  to 
have  disappeared  for  years,  the  health  being  perfect,  acceptance  may 
be  recommended.  Where  it  has  been  known  to  exist  for  many  years 
without  detriment  (such  cases  have  fallen  under  my  observation)  the  case 
may  be  accepted,  as  a  case  of  mitral  disease  or  emphysema  might 
be  accepted,  with  a  high  rating  or  for  a  short  term.  When  a  trace  only 
is  to  be  detected,  after  food,  and  recurring  at  intervals,  after  several 
examinations  at  sufficient  intervals,  and  with  full  knowledge  of  the  case, 
acceptance,  with  five,  seven,  or  ten  years  added,  may  be  advised. 

Glycosuria,  Avhile  it  exists,  should  forbid  the  acceptance  of  the  pro- 
posal. It  is  often,  however,  a  temporary  condition,  and  may  leave  no  ill 
effects ;  unless  manifestly  due  to  some  transient  state  it  should  be 
regarded  as  a  ground  for  refusal,  and  in  any  case  for  addition.  In  every 
form  of  diabetes  the  risks  are  too  great  to  justify  acceptance.  It  must 
not  be  forgotten  that  some  urines  not  containing  sugar  may  nevertheless 
cause  a  tiu'bidity  -vvath  Fehling's  solution. 

In  cases  of  ataxia,  and  other  forms  of  j^aralysis  of  a  central  kind, 
refusal  is  called  for.  In  cases  of  old  infantile  paralysis,  in  diphtheritic 
paralysis,  and  in  facial  paralysis,  a  moderate  extra  should  suffice  (three  to 
five  years). 

Pregnancy. — Recently  married  ladies  often  insure  for  very  large 
sums,  and  the  risk  during  the  first  year  of  married  life  is  great. 

The  mortality  in  first  pregnancies  is  high  (1  in  74,  Matthews  Duncan), 
and  it  is  wise  to  defer  a  proposed  insuiance  until  after  confinement.  It 
is  usual  to  charge  a  small  10s.  per  cent  addition  to  the  first  premium  for 
a  multipara,  20s.  for  a  primipara.  If  the  age  is  above  30,  and  the 
risk  thus  enhanced,  an  addition  of  30s.  is  often  justly  made. 

Claims. — Certificates  as  to  the  cause  of  death  should  always  be  con- 
sidered carefully  by  the  medical  officer,  and  it  would  be  advantageous  if 
a  medical  report  on  each  claim  could  be  forwarded  to  the  referee  upon 
whose  report  the  life  had  been  accepted.  Information  to  the  chief 
medical  officer  Avould  become  the  common  property  of  the  medical 
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referees,  whose  experience  would  thereby  be  increased,  as  an  autopsy  is 
invaluable  to  the  physician  who  had  charge  of  the  case  during  life. 

The  wording  of  the  death  certificate  should  be  clear  and  definite. 
Thus  syncope  may  refer  only  to  the  mode  of  death  and  have  no  bearing 
on  the  nature  of  disease.  "  Childbirth  "  may  mean  phthisis,  and  should  be 
limited  to  fatal  incidents  immediately  connected  with  confinement. 
"  Gastritis  "  may  be  a  term  used  to  conceal  death  from  intemperance  or 
irritant  poisoning.  "  Dropsy,"  without  evidence  of  dependence  on 
heart,  kidney,  liver,  should  not  be  allowed  to  pass  without  investigation. 

If  the  disease  certified  as  the  cause  of  death  existed  prior  to  the 
completion  of  the  assurance,  a  question  arises  as  to  the  hona  fides  of  the 
transaction.  If  the  statements  made  can  be  proved  false  the  claim  could 
not  be  maintained. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  offices  are  most  unwilling  to  refuse  any  claim  ; 
but  they  have  and  ought  to  exercise  the  power  to  refuse  claims  mani- 
festly unjust. 

E.  Symes  Thompson. 
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PART  I 


INSOLATION  OR  SUNSTROKE 

Under  the  designation  of  sunstroke,  heat-stroke,  insohition,  thermic 
fever,  calenture,  heat  apoplexy,  heat  asphyxia,  ictus  solis,  and  other 
synonyms,  a  variety  of  morbid  conditions,  from  the  simplest  to  the  gravest, 
are  included.  However  these  conditions  may  be  modified  by  personal 
susceptibility,  local  surroundings  and  climatic  influences,  they  are  all 
essentially  due  to  heat,  and  are  the  result  of  direct  exposure  to  the  rays  of 
the  sun  or  to  a  high  atmospheric  temperature  in  the  shade. 
Great  heat  may  cause — 

1.  A  state  of  exhaustion  leading  to  syncope. 

2.  An  overheating  of  the  nervous  centres,  blood  and  tissues  ;  with  a 
tendency  to  produce  vaso-motor  paralysis,  hyperpyrexia  (thermic  fever), 
and  subsequent  asphyxia  through  the  action  upon  the  respiratory  centres. 
Therewith  lesions  may  take  place,  STich  as  cerebral  tissue  change  and 
haemorrhage,  and  meningitis  in  various  degrees.  The  symptoms  in  such 
cases  are  varied,  and  depend  upon  the  portions  of  the  cerebro-spinal  centres 
affected. 

The  eff'ect  of  heat  upon  the  human  body  in  tropical  climates  or  else- 
where is  a  subject  of  considerable  importance  and  interest.  Man,  of  all 
animals,  possesses  the  greatest  power  of  adapting  himself  to  changes 
of  climate  and  temperature,  and  maintaining  health  under  them.  His 
body,  under  favourable  circumstances  of  climate,  food  and  habits,  has  the 
power  of  maintaining  an  almost  constant  temperature  under  extremes  of 
heat  and  cold.  Vigorous  healthy  persons,  who  lead  temperate  and  well- 
regulated  lives,  can  tolerate  a  very  much  higher  temperature  than  others 
not  so  conditioned ;  and  the  natives  of  tropical  climates — especially  the 
coloured  races — can  tolerate  an  amount  of  heat  to  which  the  European 
would  succumb  :  even  they,  however,  suffer  at  times  if  the  heat  rise 
above  a  certain  point,  and  natives  of  India  frequently  die  from  "  loo 
marna,"  hot  wind  stroke. 

The  action  of  heat  is  much  influenced  by  the  hygrometric  condition 
of  the  atmosphere.  A  dry  hot  air  is  better  tolerated  than  a  moist  one  at 
a  lower  temperature,  because  it  favours  perspiration  and  keeps  the  body 
cool ;  while  damp  air  diminishes  evaporation  and  the  refrigerating  pro- 
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cesses  of  the  body.  When,  from  any  cause,  perspiration  fails,  or  the 
natural  eliminative  functions  are  interfered  with,  especially  when  the 
air  temperature  exceeds  that  of  the  normal  heat  of  the  body,  suflfering 
soon  ensues,  and  danger  from  ardent  fever  or  heat  asphyxia  becomes 
imminent.  That  these  evil  consequences  are  not  due  to  the  direct  action 
of  the  sun  alone  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  many  of  the  fatal  cases  take 
place  in  rooms,  tents  or  hospitals,  at  night,  or  in  the  early  hours  of  the 
morning  before  sunrise,  especially  if  the  air  be  vitiated  as  well  as  hot : 
previous  disease,  debility,  or  irregular  and  intemperate  habits,  dispose  to 
insolation. 

The  effects  of  all  the  conditions  of  hot  climates,  including  heat,  are 
not  yet  sufficiently  determined,  and  we  must  look  for  further  information 
to  medical  men  practising  abroad.  Continued  exposure  to  great  heat 
cannot  long  be  endured,  even  by  the  healthy  human  body,  with  impunity. 
Parkes  and  others  have  shown  its  injurious  effects  on  the  nervous  system, 
on  secretion  and  elimination,  and  on  the  digestive  and  assimilative  pro- 
cesses. It  causes  fever  from  the  simplest  to  the  most  ardent  form ;  and 
it  is  often  combined  with  pernicious  miasmatic  poisoning,  extreme  cases 
of  which  may  be  confounded  with  or  pass  into  the  most  aggravated  forms 
of  thermic  fever  or  asphyxia. 

Insolation  generally  takes  place  in  the  hottest  months  of  the  year. 
April,  May,  June,  and  July  give  the  highest  returns  in  India;  but  when- 
ever the  temperature  is  high  enough  in  other  countries  the  same  results 
obtain.  For  example,  it  is  very  frequent  in  North  America  every  year. 
In  1894  it  proved  very  destructive  in  New  York;  and  in  1892  many 
places  in  Europe  suffered  with  a  severity  unsurpassed  even  in  India  or 
other  tropical  countries.  Eeports  from  Vienna  in  1894  show  many  cases 
of  heat-stroke  ;  on  the  25  th  of  July  twenty -seven  people  were  conveyed 
to  the  hospitals. 

It  has  been  stated  that  sunstroke  seldom,  if  ever,  occurs  at  sea ;  but 
this  is  negatived  by  the  records  of  the  vessels  passing  through  the 
Red  Sea,  Indian  Ocean,  Persian  Gulf,  and  other  tropical  seas.  I  have 
myself  witnessed  death  on  board  steamers  in  the  Red  Sea  from  insola- 
tion. 

Maclean  tells  us,  among  other  examples  of  insolation  occurring 
on  board  ship,  that  Boudin  relates  that,  while  at  Rio  Janeiro,  the  French 
war- ship  Duquesne  {Statistiques  MMicales)  had  100  cases  of  insolation  out 
of  a  crew  of  600.  Most  of  the  men  were  attacked,  not  when  exposed 
to  the  direct  rays  of  the  sun,  but  at  night  when  in  the  recumbent  posi- 
tion— that  is,  when  breathing  not  only  a  hot  and  suffocating,  liut  also  an 
impure  air. 

M.  Bassier,  a  French  naval  surgeon,  gives  an  account  of  18  cases 
out  of  a  crew  of  78  men,  which  happened  on  board  the  man-of-war 
brig  Le  Lynx,  cruising  off  Cadiz  in  August  1823.  The  heat,  aggra- 
vated by  calms,  was  excessive — 33°  to  35°  C.  ;  the  vessel  small  and  over- 
crowded. 

It  is  hardly  possible  to  fix  any  particular  degree  of  external  tempera- 
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ture  as  one  of  excessive  danger,  because,  as  before  stated,  the  tolerance 
of  heat  is  very  great  in  persons  in  perfect  health  in  a  pure  atmosphere, 
and  also  in  the  dark-skinned  races ;  but,  under  the  conditions  before 
mentioned,  the  danger  is  great  when  the  temperature  is  equal  to  or  higher 
than  that  of  the  body.  A  temperature  of  110°  or  115°  F.  or  higher,  in 
very  dry  air  in  motion,  would  be  better  tolerated  than  one  of  90°  or  95° 
F.  in  an  atmosphere  laden  with  moisture ;  especially  if  it  be  vitiated, 
as  in  barracks  or  rooms,  by  human  respiration,  or  telluric  or  other  mias- 
mata. 

All  who  suffer  do  not  die  ;  some  perfectly  recover,  but  many  are 
permanently  injured,  and  made  unfit  for  service  in  a  hot  climate,  or  even 
become  permanent  invalids  at  home. 

In  1891  the  numbers  of  the  European  army  in  India  were  67,030. 
Of  these  there  were  228  admissions  from  heat-stroke  and  65  deaths. 

In  1892  the  numbers  were  68,162.  There  were  223  admissions  from 
heat-stroke  and  61  deaths. 

In  1891  there  were  3137  women  with  the  European  army.  Among 
these  there  were  2  admissions  and  2  deaths  from  heat-stroke. 

In  1892  there  were  3101  women  with  the  army,  but  no  admissions 
for  heat-stroke ;  one  death  out  of  hospital. 

In  1891  there  were  5886  children  with  the  European  army.  There 
were  3  admissions  and  2  deaths  from  heat-stroke. 

In  1892  there  were  5762  children  with  the  army.  There  were  4 
admissions  and  4  deaths  from  heat-stroke. 

The  native  army  in  1891  numbered  128,600.  There  were  22 
admissions  and  12  deaths  from  heat-stroke. 

In  1892  the  native  army  numbered  145,340.  There  were  43  admis- 
sions and  18  deaths  from  heat-stroke. 

In  1891  the  jail  population  of  India  numbered  101,019.  There 
were  77  admissions  and  40  deaths  from  heat-stroke. 

In  1892  the  numbers  were  103,159.  There  were  77  admissions  and 
41  deaths  from  heat-stroke. 

The  above  numbers  show  that  the  admission  rate  per  mille  from  heat- 
stroke in  the  European  army  in  India  was  in  1891,  3"4  ;  in  1892,  3*3  ; 
while  the  death-rate  in  1891  was  0-97;  in  1892,  0-90.  Among  the 
women  with  the  European  army -the  admission-rate  in  1891  was  0"64] 
in  1892,  0;  while  the  death-rate  in  1891  was  0-64;  in  1892,  0-32.1 
Among  the  children  the  admission-rate  in  1891  was  0'5  ;  in  1892,  0*7  ; 
while  the  death-rate  in  1891  was  0'34  ;  in  1892,  0'35.  In  the  native 
army  the  admission-rate  in  1891  was  0'2  ;  in  1892,  0'3  ;  while  the  death- 
rate  in  1891  was  0'09  ;  in  1892,  0'14.  Among  the  jail  population  the 
admission-rate  in  1891  was  0"8  ;  in  1892,  0'7  ;  while  the  death-rate  in 

1891  was  0-40  ;  in  1892,  0-40. 

The  following  statistics  and  tables  are  taken  from  the  reports  of  the 
Sanitary  Commissioner  with  the  Government  of  India  for  1891  and 

1892  :— 

^  The  one  death  was  out  of  hospital. 
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Deaths  from  Heat-stroke  in  the  European  Army  in  India  in  1891 
and  1892  at  the  different  Ages. 


Age. 

1891. 

1892. 

24  and  under 

25  to  29  . 
30  to  34  . 

35  and  upwards 

35  or  1  '06  per  mille 

14  or  0-58 
8  or  1-41  ,, 
7  or  3-33  „ 

26  or  0-76  per  mille 
21  or  0-84 

9  or  1-65  ., 

5  or  2-40 

Deaths  from  Heat-stroke  in  the  European  Ai-my  in  India  in  1891 
and  1892  at  the  different  periods  of  Residence. 


Length  of  Service. 

1891. 

1892. 

First  and  second  years 
Third  to  fifth  year 
Sixth  to  eight  year  . 
Eleventh  to  fifteenth  year  . 
Fifteen  years  and  upwards 

36  or  1  '74  per  mille 
18  or  0-59 

5  or  0*43 

3  or  1-81 

2  or  3-27 

23  or  1  -00  per  mille 
22  or  0-72 
12  or  1-03 

2  or  1-40 

2  or  3-85 

The  statistics  show  how  the  effects  of  heat  influence  a  certain  class  of 
persons  who  are  under  hygienic  control ;  relialjle  data  thus  being  afforded 
on  which  to  determine  the  value  of  this  element  of  the  death-rate  of  a 
certain  section  of  the  population  whose  vital  statistics  are  trustworthy. 
In  others  less  protected,  as  in  the  scattered  European,  Eurasian,  and 
immense  native  population,  the  incidence  of  the  disease  is  often  greater. 
In  seasons  when  there  are  great  accessions  and  waves  of  heat  all  over  the 
world  the  disease  and  the  mortality  from  it  increase.  Such  waves  of 
high  temperature  recur  at  uncertain  intervals.  No  doubt  the  same 
obtains  in  other  counti-ies  where  the  climatic  conditions  are  similar ;  it 
is  needless,  therefore,  to  produce  further  statistics,  as  these  sufficiently 
illustrate  the  subject. 

A  number  of  cases  of  hemiplegia  are  reported  by  the  Sanitary  Com- 
missioner with  the  Government  of  India,  which  there  is  reason  to  believe 
were  also  due  to  attacks  of  insolation  ;  but  as  it  is  not  certain  that  all 
were  so  caused,  I  am  content  to  allude  to  it  generally  as  one  of  the 
possible  results  of  sunstroke. 

Symptomatology  and  Pathology. — In  addition  to  the  general  dis- 
turbance of  health  which  occurs  in  all  who  are  more  or  less  affected  by 
heat — such  as  restlessness,  irritability,  sleeplessness — the  morbid  con- 
ditions which  are  to  be  attributed  to  the  effects  of  a  high  temperature 
are : — 

I.  A.  Syncope  from  exhaustion,  caused  by  either  the  direct  rays  of 
the  sun  or  a  heated  atmosphere  in  the  shade ;  especially  when  the 
physical  or  mental  powers  are  depressed  :  engine-room  men  in  steamers 
in  hot  climates ;  men  marching,  or  on  parade,  if  oppressed  with  clothes 
or  accoutrements,  or  weakened  by  previous  illness,  or  by  dissipation ; 
labourers  or  artificers ;  men  in  hay-fields  in  England,  or  in  heated  rooms 
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cind  factories,  in  barracks,  hospitals,  tents,  or  ships,  may  suffer  in  this 
way.  The  condition  is  one  of  depression ;  the  skin  is  cold  and  pale,  and 
the  pulse  feeble.  Death  may  occur  from  failure  of  the  heart,  but  recovery 
is  usual. 

B.  The  exhaustion  above  described,  having  passed  away,  may  be  suc- 
ceeded ,by  fever,  which  may  assume  an  ardent  type  \yide  section  on 
Indian  fevers  (thermic  fever)].  The  fever  may,  after  a  certain  duration, 
clefervesce  ;  or  it  may  result  in  changes,  the  consequence  of  damage  done 
by  the  heat  to  the  cerebro- spinal  centres.  Thus  a  variety  of  morbid 
conditions  may  ensue,  depending  upon  the  parts  affected.  Such  cases 
are  often  very  prolonged,  and  the  only  hope  of  recovery  lies  in  i-emoval 
to  a  colder  climate. 

When  death  occurs  rapidly  at  the  time  of  the  exposure  it  may  be 
due  to  sudden  cardiac  failure,  as  shown  in  the  experiments  of  Claude 
Bernard  and  Brunton  (8)  upon  animals  exposed  to  great  heat.  When 
it  occurs  suddenly,  during  great  exhaustion  or  muscular  action  with 
fatigue,  it  may  be  due  to  coagulation  of  the  cardiac  myosin,  Avhich  Dr. 
Wood  of  Philadelphia  has  shown  to  be  likely  to  occur  during  any  great 
muscular  exertion  at  a  much  lower  temperature  than  usually  determines 
it  when  there  is  no  great  muscular  exertion.  For  example,  men  fighting 
in  a  very  high  temperature  may  fall  dead  suddenly ;  but  probably 
coagulation  of  myosin  is  most  frequently  a  post-mortem  change. 

II.  The  gravest  and  perhaps  most  fatal  forms  of  sunstroke  occur  as 
a  consequence  of  the  general  heating  of  the  whole  body,  blood  and 
tissues,  which  may  happen  either  from  prolonged  exposure  to  the  sun's 
rays  in  a  heated  atmosphere,  to  a  heated  atmosphere  in  the  shade 
(occurring,  as  it  does,  by  night  as  well  as  by  day),  or  to  an  abnormal 
thermotaxic  state  due  to  vaso-motor  or  other  heat-regulaiting  disturbance. 

In  the  first  case  the  effect  of  the  high  temperature  tells  upon  the 
brain,  which  Ijecomes  heated  to  a  degree  incompatible  with  due  per- 
formance of  its  functions  :  this  may  result  in  acute  cerebral  symptoms,  and 
sometimes  in  phrenitis,  rapidly  passing  into  a  state  of  asphyxia,  if  the 
respiratory  centres  are  involved :  more  frequently,  perhaps,  the  whole 
body  becomes  overheated,  the  temperature  rising  to  106°,  108°,  or  110°, 
which,  if  not  rapidly  countei-acted,  proves  desti'uctive  to  life  by  asphyxia 
or  sudden  cardiac  failure,  or  even  by  cerebral  haemorrhage  or  meningitis. 

In  heat  exhaustion  the  primary  symptoms  are  those  of  depression. 
The  person  becomes  faint,  pallid,  with  a  pale,  cold,  and  moist  skin  and 
feeble  pulse,  not  unfrequently  attended  with  sickness.  The  soldier  on 
parade  staggers  and  falls  over  in  a  faint ;  so  with  the  orator  when  speak- 
ing, or  the  artisan  in  pursuing  his  calling.  This  may  take  place  either  in 
the  sun  or  in  the  shade.  The  condition  is  one  of  syncope,  and  may 
approach  collapse ;  if  I'eaction  be  not  soon  established  death  may  result 
from  cardiac  failure,  but  this  is  rare.  Recovery  is  generally  complete, 
but  when  the  state  has  occurred  from  direct  application  of  intense  solar 
heat  and  glare,  th'e  mischief  is  not  always  confined  to  the  transient 
shock  or  impression  ;  secondary  effects,  such  as  vertigo,  muscular  tremors. 
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and  temporary  loss  of  power  may  result ;  or  a  reaction  may  be  followed 
by  fever,  or  Ijy  symptoms  indicating  lesions  of  the  centi'es  or  cerebral 
excitement,  and  this  may  end  in  mania. 

In  insolation  proper  the  premonitory  symptoms  may  appear  some 
hours  or  even  days  before  the  dangerous  symptoms  set  in,  as  the  result 
of  continued  exposure  to  a  high  temperature ;  although  they  may  occur 
also  in  a  much  shorter  period,  as  A\rhen  men  are  exposed  in  marching  or 
in  other  occupations  to  a  very  high  degree  of  solar  heat,  in  which  case 
some  would  no  doubt  be  affected  by  heat  exhaustion,  whilst  others  would 
pass  into  a  state  of  hyperpyrexia  as  before  described.  These  are  generally 
malaise,  restlessness,  insomnia,  apprehension  of  impending  evil,  precordial 
anxiety  ;  hurried,  gasping,  shallow  breathing ;  a  feeling  of  constriction 
round  the  thorax  ;  vertigo  ;  headache,  often  severe  ;  nausea,  or  even  vomit- 
ing, anorexia,  great  thirst,  frequent  micturition,  and  fervent  heat  of  the 
skin.  As  one  or  more  of  these  symptoms  become  aggravated  the  tem- 
perature rises  to  104°,  106°,  or  even  110°.  Dyspnoea  and  restlessness 
increase ;  the  head,  face,  neck,  and  skin  of  the  body  generally  become  red 
or  livid,  sometimes  dry,  sometimes  moist ;  the  pulse  full  and  labouring, 
carotid  pulsation  very  perceptible,  pupils  contracted,  but  dilating  widely 
before  death.  Unconsciousness  passes  into  complete  coma,  stertor,  and 
epileptiform  convulsions ;  finally,  relaxation  of  the  sphincters  and  sup- 
pression of  urine  precede  death. 

These  symptoms  all  indicate  a  profoundly  disturbed  state  of  the 
cerebro- spinal  centres  and  a  disordered  condition  of  the  blood.  The 
hyperpyrexia  is  incompatible  with  a  due  performance  of  their  functions, 
and  death  will  rapidly  result  unless  prompt  aid  be  given ;  indeed,  it 
frequently  does  so  despite  all  treatment.  The  fatal  result  is  due  to 
asphyxia  and  cardiac  failure.  There  may  be — though  perhaps  rarely — 
meningitis  or  cerebral  hsemorrhage  or  effusion,  the  disordered  state  of 
the  l)lood  not  unfrequently  manifesting  itself  by  petechial  patches  on  the 
body. 

The  earlier  stages  of  this  condition  are  those  of  so-called  thermic  fever. 
A  very  high  temperature  may  be  maintained  for  several  days,  and  finally 
defervescence  takes  place  without  evidences  of  any  structural  lesion  ;  but 
unless  active  measures  be  used  and  the  temperature  rapidly  reduced, 
unless,  that  is,  the  causes  which  produce  the  hyperpyrexia  be  mitigated  or 
removed,  the  case  is  apt  to  pass  on  into  the  grave  state,  and  to  ter- 
minate fatally  by  paralysis  of  the  respiratory  centres,  and  in  some 
instances,  though  rarely,  by  cerebral  hjemorrhage.  From  the  graver  forms 
some  recover,  but  many  are  permanently  injured,  and  become  invalids  for 
life  ;  life  indeed  is  not  unfrequently  shortened  by  obscui-e  cereliral  or 
meningeal  changes  which  affect  the  sufferer  in  varying  degrees  of  form 
and  intensity,  such  as  epilepsy,  irritability,  impaired  memory,  cephalalgia, 
blindness,  or  deafness,  partial  or  complete  paralysis,  dementia  or  even 
mania.  In  those  who  have  apparently  recovered,  intolerance  of  the  sun's 
rays  or  even  of  the  heat  of  temperate  climates  may  remain  ;  or  such  cases 
may  after  a  long  time  end  in  dementia,  or  epilepsy,  or  both  ;  or  in  chronic 
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meningitis  with  thickening  of  the  calvaria ;  frequent  or  intense  headache, 
general  functional  derangement  and  disordered  innervation  being  per- 
sistent. 

Morbid  Anatomy. — When  death  has  occurred  in  the  syncopal  form 
there  is  not  any  very  obvious  moi'bid  change.  The  brain  with  its 
membranes  and  the  lungs  are  sometimes  but  not  always  congested. 
The  venous  trunks  in  the  abdomen  and  also  the  right  cavities  of 
the  heart  may  be  full  of  blood,  which  is  imperfectly  coagulated  and 
deficient  in  oxygen.  The  abdominal  viscera  are  congested ;  lividity 
of  the  body  and  decomposition  come  on  rapidly  after  and  even  Ijefore 
death. 

In  death  from  thermic  fever  and  insolation  the  heart  is  sometimes 
found  firmly  contracted — it  may  be  from  coagulation  of  the  myosin — and 
the  venous  system  generally  is  engorged.  The  blood  is  dark,  grumous, 
fluid,  and  acid  in  reaction  ;  the  blood  globules  are  crenated  and  do  not 
readily  form  into  rouleaux.  The  Ijody  for  some  time  after  death  retains 
a  high  temperature.  In  early  autopsies,  necessary  in  hot  climates,  the 
body  and  viscera  when  opened  feel  pungently  warm,  dark  blood  drips 
fi'eely  from  the  incision,  rigor  mortis  comes  on  rapidly.  The  brain  and 
membranes  are  often  congested.  There  may  lie  some  cerebral  haemorrhage, 
effusion  of  serum  into  the  substance  or  cavities,  or  incipient  symptoms  of 
meningitis. 

A  precise  degree  of  blood  temperature  incompatiljle  with  life  cannot 
be  defined,  but  the  clanger  becomes  very  imminent  at  or  above  108°  or 
109°  F. 

Prophylaxis. — Prevention  is  the  great  desideratum.  The  clothing 
should  be  very  light,  and  woollen  material  should  always  be  worn  next 
the  skin,  as  cotton  or  linen  Avet  with  pei-spiration  is  very  injurious. 
The  head  and  spine  should  be  protected  from  the  direct  rays  of  the 
sun  out  of  doors  by  a  pith  hat  and  a  cotton  pad  let  into  the  coat 
over  the  back  of  the  neck  and  spine,  and  by  a  good  white  umbrella  lined 
with  green.  The  clothing  should  be  loose,  not  constricting  the  neck  or 
any  part  of  the  body.  Indoors  the  temperature  should  be  reduced  by 
the  use  of  thermantidotes,  punkahs,  or  other  artificial  means  of  cooling ; 
free  ventilation  should  be  insisted  on,  and  a  sufficient  amount  of  cubic 
space — not  less  than  1000  to  1200  cubic  feet  per  head — in  sleeping-rooms, 
barracks,  and  so  on.  During  the  hot,  still  nights — a  most  dangerous 
time — the  foregoing  precautions  are  especially  necessary. 

Over-fatigue,  excitement  or  depression  should  be  alike  av  oided,  though 
a  moderate  degree  of  exercise,  physical  and  mental,  is  desirable  during 
the  cooler  hours  of  the  day.  A  shoit  sleep  during  the  course  of  the  day 
is  also  to  be  encouraged. 

For  soldiers  all  drills  not  absolutely  necessary  should  be  avoided. 
If  they  must  march  during  the  hot  weather  it  should  be  in  the  early 
hours  of  the  morning.  Frequent  halts  should  be  allowed,  and  cofiee  and 
a  biscuit  given  out.  Plenty  of  water  should  be  carried  and  be  readily 
available.  The  dress  should  be  light  and  loose,  and  all  constriction  care- 
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fully  avoided.  The  halts  should  be  in  the  most  sheltered  places  that  can 
be  found,  with  plenty  of  fresh  air — such  as  open  topes  of  trees.  The 
accoutrements  should  be  as  light  as  possible,  so  as  to  spare  fatigue  and 
exhaustion.  Men  falling  out  should  be  attended  to  immediately  l)y  the 
medical  officer.  The  marches  and  drills  in  the  great  heat  should  be  as 
short  as  the  exigences  of  the  service  will  permit. 

Moderation  of  diet  is  especially  to  be  enjoined.  Very  little  animal 
food  should  be  taken  ;  the  food,  whilst  sufficiently  nutritious,  should  be 
light  and  uiistimulating.  Iced  water  should  be  drunk  freely  and  fre- 
quently, and  the  greatest  moderation  in  the  use  of  stimulants  should  lie 
observed.  Excesses  in  eating,  drinking  or  smoking  are  especially  to  be 
deprecated.  The  cold  bath  may  be  freely  used.  In  short,  I'egulation  and 
moderation  in  all  things,  and  careful  attention  to  the  state  of  the  bowels, 
which  should  never  be  allowed  to  be  confined,  are  essential.  No  one  is 
more  likely  to  suffer  fi'om  the  ill  effects  of  heat  than  he  who  has  under- 
gone mental  or  physical  exhaustion,  or  has  suff"ered  from  intempei'ance  in 
food  or  alcoholic  drinks.  Healthy  pei'sons  who  lead  regular  li^^es  and 
observe  such  precautions  will  tolerate  a  degree  of  heat  which  would  hardly 
be  deemed  credible. 

Treatment. — In  simple  heat  exhaustion,  I'emove  the  patient  to  a  cool 
place  in  the  shade  or  into  the  open  air,  according  to  circumstances. 
Remove  all  oppressive  or  tight  clothing.  Dash  cold  water  on  the  head 
and  chest  so  as  to  rouse  but  not  depress.  If  necessary,  give  a  stimulant 
and  apply  ammonia  to  the  nostrils.  If  depression  continue,  administer 
stimulants  and  restoratives ;  let  the  patient  avoid  exertion  or  exposure  to 
heat  as  much  as  possible.  In  the  steamers  in  the  Red  Sea  and  Indian 
Ocean,  stokers,  usually  Africans,  are  sometimes  brought  up  from  the 
furnaces  unconscious  from  heat  exhaustion,  but  are  generally  quickly 
restored  by  the  fresh  air,  by  dashing  cold  water  on  their  bodies,  or  by 
giving  a  little  stimulant. 

If  a  man  be  struck  down  l)y  the  beating  of  the  hot  sun  on  his  head, 
apply  the  cold  douche  freely  to  the  head ;  if  there  be  rise  of  temperature, 
apply  ice  to  the  head,  but  not  for  too  long  a  time.  The  object  is  two- 
fold, to  rouse  by  i-eflex  action  and  to  reduce  temperature. 

At  the  capture  of  Rangoon  in  1852,  numbers  of  men  under  m}^ 
observation  were  struck  down  by  the  sun,  some  simply  from  heat 
exhaustion.  They  were  clad  in  the  thick  red  coats  worn  in  India  in 
those  days.  In  others,  apparently,  the  exhaustion  was  combined  with  the 
direct  effects  of  the  sun  upon  the  head  and  spine.  They  were  all 
douched  with  cold  water  and  placed  in  the  shade  in  the  Field 
Hospital.  All  but  two  recovered  ;  these  two  were  bled  on  the  field 
where  they  fell,  and  never  regained  consciousness.  By  recovery  is  meant 
a  favourable  reaction  at  the  time  ;  in  some  there  were  consecutive 
symptoms  of  fever  and  cerebral  disturbance  ;  they  were  sent  away  to  a 
Depot  hospital,  and  if  their  history  could  be  traced,  it  would  probably  be 
found  that  in  some  of  them  complete  recovery  never  took  place.  Exposure 
to  the  sun's  rays  should  l)e  carefully  guarded  against,  and  unless  I'ecovery 
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be  rapid  and  complete,  a  colder  climate  should  be  sought,  where  the  same 
precautions  must  be  continued. 

In  thermic  fever  or  insolation  the  object  is  to  reduce  the  tempera- 
ture before  more  serious  or  fatal  consequences  appear.  For  this  pur- 
pose quinine  in  doses  of  5  grains,  or  even  more  up  to  10  grains  of 
hydrochlorate  or  sulphate,  may  be  given  in  solution  by  the  mouth, 
every  three  hours ;  or  the  equivalent  in  the  form  of  a  hypodermic 
injection  \yid(i  article  on  Indian  Fevers],  may  be  given  and  continued 
until  an  impression  is  produced.  Morphia  has  also  been  suggested,  but 
this  practice  seems  questionable.  Bleeding  should  not  be  resorted  to 
except  in  special  cases.  In  asphyxia,  where  the  right  heart  is  over- 
loaded, it  may  be  expedient  in  the  choice  of  evils.  As  a  general  rule 
it  has  been  abandoned,  for  though  it  may  have  appeared  at  first  to  pro- 
duce a  favourable  impression,  subsequent  results  have  not  justified  it 
as  a  general  practice.  No  absolute  canon  of  procedure  can  be  laid  down 
with  reference  to  bleeding  in  this  disease ;  each  case  must  be  dealt  with 
on  its  own  merits.  All  that  can  be  said  here  is  that  it  is  not  desirable 
as  a  general  rule.  Should  the  quinine  not  be  effective  in  reducing  the 
temperature,  antipyrin,  phenacetin,  antifebrin,  aconite,  or  acetate  of 
ammonia  may  be  tried. 

The  cold  bath,  cold  affusions,  and  application  of  ice  to  the  head — 
which  should  be  shaved — and  to  the  body,  should  also  l)e  resorted  to,  care 
being  taken  not  to  prolong  the  cooling  until  too  great  depression  be 
produced — that  is,  not  below  100°  F.  The  bowels  should  be  relieved 
by  calomel,  colocynth  and  saline  purgatives,  and  by  enemata ;  care  being 
taken  that  sufficient  daily  action  be  maintained.  In  the  epileptiform 
convulsions  which  sometimes  occur  the  cautious  inhalation  of  chloroform 
may  be  resorted  to.  I  have  seen  good  results  from  its  use.  Blisters  are 
sometimes  applied  to  the  nape  of  the  neck,  but  it  seems  doubtful  whether, 
in  the  early  stages  at  any  rate,  they  can  be  of  much  use,  if  any.  Light 
and  unstimulating  diet  should  be  given  in  small  quantities  at  tolerably 
frequent  intervals.  This  antipyretic  treatment  must  be  continued  as  long 
as  a  high  temperature  lasts,  to  obviate  the  imminent  risk  of  death  or 
of  tissue  changes  which  may  be  permanently  injurious.  As  the  case  pro- 
ceeds, if  symptoms  of  cerebral  or  meningeal  mischief  supervene,  iodide 
and  bromide  of  potassium  and  counter-irritation  may  be  of  service. 

It  is  essential  that  perfect  rest  of  mind  and  body  should  be  main- 
tained. When  insomnia  is  distressing,  hypnotics  may  be  useful ;  they 
must  be  given  with  great  caution,  and  without  opium  if  it  can  be 
avoided.  Restriction  should  be  imposed  upon  the  use  of  alcoholic 
stimulants.  The  amount,  if  any,  that  may  be  given  must  depend  upon 
the  previous  habits  as  well  as  the  present  condition  of  the  patient.  Hei-e, 
again,  the  physician  must  be  guided  by  the  special  indications  of  the  case 
before  him.  Precautions  should  be  continued,  not  only  -when  recovery 
has  set  in,  but  even  for  some  time  after  it  is  apparently  complete  ;  for 
certain  indications  of  latent  chronic  mischief  will  probably  remain,  such 
as  loss  of  memory,  irritability,  headache,  inability  to  concentrate  the 
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thoughts,  intolerance  of  heat,  or  of  the  slightest  exposure  to  the  sun  or 
even  of  the  temperature  of  an  overheated  room.  Not  until  these  have 
completely  disappeared  can  a  return  to  India  or  any  other  hot  climate  be 
permitted  with  any  propriety  or  prospect  of  future  health.  I  repeat  that 
frequently,  indeed,  a  patient  can  never  return  to  a  hot  climate  at  all. 

It  seems  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  cases  of  this  kind  should 
be  removed  from  a  hot  climate  to  a  colder  one  as  soon  as  travelling 
can  safely  l)e  permitted,  and  that  the  sufferers  should  be  carefully 
watched  on  their  way  home.  Neglect  of  this  precaution  has  resulted  in 
self-desti'uction  during  the  mental  aberration  that  sometimes  follows. 

The  sequelie  of  sunstroke  occasionally  assume  a  serious  character,  and 
are  the  cause  of  permanent  disability  to  the  patient  and  a  source  of  much 
anxiety  to  his  friends.  The  slighter  forms  of  meningitis  and  of  cerebral 
mischief  not  unfrequently  pass  away  after  protracted  residence  in  a 
temperate  climate,  but  they  are  also  not  unfrequently  permanent,  and 
endanger  or  shorten  life,  causing  such  physical  or  mental  disability  as 
epilepsy,  partial  pai'alysis,  mania,  chronic  dementia,  impaired  memory, 
and  inability  for  mental  concentration — sad  examples  of  the  evil  effects  of 
a  tropical  or  hot  climate. 

Treatment  will  depend  upon  the  nature  and  extent  of  such  mischief. 
These  vary  so  much  as  to  render  it  impossible  to  give  more  definite 
directions  here,  and  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  special  chapters  of 
this  system  on  Cerebro-spinal  and  Mental  Diseases. 

I  am  indebted  to  Brigade-Surgeon  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hooper,  Civil 
Surgeon  of  Lucknow,  for  the  following  cases  of  insolation,  which  illustrate 
the  hyperpyrexia!  symptoms,  and  the  treatment  by  the  application  of  cold, 
quinine,  and  other  remedies. 

In  all  these  cases  but  one  recovery  seems  to  have  followed ;  but  the 
subsequent  history  of  some  of  them,  could  it  be  ascertained,  would  probably 
show  that  such  sequelae  as  have  been  described  in  the  text  ensued. 

No.  1. — 6'ase  of  Insolation  ;  Death  on  Third  Day. 

A  private  soldier,  European,  set.  22,  was  admitted  into  the  hospital, 
Lucknow,  on  4th  June  1892;  unconscious,  breathing  stertorous,  temp. 
106°,  pupils  contracted,  reflexes  alrolished.  Treated  with  douching, 
sponging  with  iced  water,  enemata,  sinapisms,  and  injections  of  strychnirre. 
Temp,  fell  to  97 '8°  F.,  but  consciousness  was  not  recovered.  Pulse 
feeble,  respirations  very  shallow  and  quick,  limbs  very  rigid.  Pulse 
gradually  failed,  respiration  quick  and  shallow,  conjunctivae  injected, 
cornea  ulcerated;  temp,  went  up  again,  and  had  reached  105°  F.  on  the 
morning  of  the  6th.    He  died  on  morning  of  7th. 

Post-mortem. — Sinuses  of  dura  mater  distended.  No  excess  of  fluid 
in  arachnoid. 

Brain  congested,  with  marked  puncta  cruenta.  Ventricles  filled  with 
serum. 
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Lungs  crepitant,  and  not  much  congested. 
Liver,  spleen,  and  kidneys  all  greatly  congested. 

No.  2. — Case  of  Insolation  ;  Recovery. 

Private  soldier,  European,  tet.  34,  admitted  into  hospital,  Lucknow, 
on  22nd  June  1892.  Feeling  sick  and  dizzy  all  day.  In  the  evening 
temp,  rose  to  109°.  Cold  douche  applied  and  turpentine  enemata  given. 
Temp,  fell  to  9  9 '8°  F.  ;  continued  a  little  raised  for  a  few  days.  Thirty 
grains  of  quinine  given  daily.  '  Discharged  on  10th  July. 

No.  3. — Case  of  Lisolation  ;  Recovery. 

A  private  soldier,  Eurojiean,  fet.  22,  was  brought  into  hospital,  Luck- 
now,  on  19th  May  1894.  He  was  unconscious,  skin  very  dry  and  hot, 
temp.  110°  F.  in  the  axilla,  eyes  fixed  and  staring,  conjunctiva?  congested 
and  insensitive,  pupils  dilated,  lireathing  stertorous,  and  pulse  almost 
imperceptible.  He  was  put  into  a  cold  bath  for  about  ten  minutes,  then 
into  a  wet  pack ;  ice  was  applied  to  the  head  and  Ijack  of  the  neck,  and 
he  was  fanned.  Cold  water  was  injected  into  the  rectum,  and  a  large 
quantity  of  faeces  came  away.  Brandy  and  ether  were  injected  sub- 
cutaneously,  and  a  small  enema  of  brandy  and  water  was  given,  but  the 
latter  was  soon  rejected.  After  a  time  the  temperature  came  down  to 
102°,  and  the  breathing  became  easier.  Convulsions  were  painful  and 
frequent ;  chloroform  was  used,  and  dry  cupping  along  the  spine.  The 
pulse  became  stronger  after  about  six  houi's,  the  pupils  slightly  sensitive 
to  touch,  and  congestion  of  conjunctivas  diminished ;  but  convulsions 
still  occurred  if  he  were  touched  or  a  hand  passed  in  front  of  him.  Two 
injections  of  morphia,  \  gr.  in  each,  were  administered.  The  patient 
did  not  recover  consciousness  for  over  twenty-four  hours,  and  then  only 
when  roused.  There  was  emphysema  of  the  connective  tissue  of  the  left 
side  of  the  face  and  neck,  extending  as  far  as  the  clavicle  and  over  the 
deltoid  muscle,  and  also  under  the  axilla.  The  voice  was  thick  ;  the  eyes 
were  very  sensitive  to  light,  and  the  patient  was  kept  for  some  time  in  a 
darkened  room.  Cold  water  continued  to  be  applied  to  the  head,  and 
iodide  and  bromide  of  potassium  administered.  On  the  fourth  day  after 
admission  the  temperature  became  normal ;  it  rose  slightly  subsequently, 
but  recovery  was  uninterruj^ted,  and  the  patient  was  discharged  on  20th 
June.    He  was  sent  to  a  hill  depot  on  10th  July. 

No.  4. — Case  of  Simple  Insolation  ;  Subsequent  Cerebral  Symptoms  ; 

Recovery. 

An  officer,  set.  34,  was  admitted  into  hospital  on  27th  March  1894 
with  severe  pain  in  the  head,  from  which  he  had  been  suffering  for  some 
days.  On  1.7th  March,  after  riding  in  the  sun  all  day,  he  was  seized 
with  23ain  in  back  and  aching  in  limbs.  He  went  out  shooting  the  next 
day,  and  pain  in  the  head  with  fever  came  on  the  same  evening. 
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On  admission  ;  temp.,  abdomen,  liver,  and  spleen  were  normal.  On 
the  evening  of  28th,  while  in  bed,  he  had  a  prolonged  attack  of  syncope, 
nausea,  cold  sweats,  Aveak  and  frequent  pulse,  pallor,  vertigo,  hurried 
respiration.  This  passed  off  on  the  administration  of  brandy.  The  pain 
in  the  head  ceased,  but  dizziness  and  sickness  came  on  when  he  tried  to 
raise  it.  Potas.  iodide  and  sp.  ammon.  aromat.  administered.  On  1st 
and  4th  April  temp,  rose  to  101°  and  100°  as  result  of  attempt  to  sit  up 
in  bed ;  vertigo  also  increased,  with  buzzing  in  ears.  The  iodide  of 
potassium  was  discontinued,  10  grs.  of  quinine  administered  daily,  \  gr. 
of  calomel  morning  and  evening.  After  this  date  the  improvement 
continued,  the  vertigo  diminished,  but  was  induced  by  any  sudden  head 
movement.  Was  discharged  on  25th  April  for  three  months'  leave.  For 
many  months  afterwards  vertigo  came  on  with  any  sudden  movement  of 
the  head,  and  headache  was  induced  by  the  slightest  exposure  to  the  sun. 
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PART  IL— THE  INFECTIONS^ 


CONTENTS 

THE  GENERAL  PATHOLOGY  OF  INFECTION 
(a)  Bacterial  Forms,    (b)  Immunity,    (c)  Serum  Therapeutics. 
The  Infective  Diseases 


I.  Diseases  of  more  or  less  established 

Bacteriology. 

{a)  Local  or  General  Diseases  due  to 
Pyococci. 

(1)  Septicaemia  and  Pyaemia. 

(2)  Erysipelas. 

(3)  Infective  Endocarditis. 

(4)  Puerperal  Septic  Disease. 

(5)  Carbuncle  and  Boils. 
(Gonorrhcea  not  included  in  this  System. ) 

(6)  Infective  Fevers. 

(6)  Epidemic  Pneumonia. 

(7)  Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis. 

(8)  Influenza. 

(9)  Diphtheria. 

(10)  Tetanus. 

(11)  Enteric  Fever. 

(12)  Cholera. 

(13)  Oriental  Plague. 

(14)  Kelapsing  Fever. 

{c)  Infective  Diseases  of  Chronic  Course. 

(15)  Tuberculosis. 

(16)  Leprosy. 

(17)  Actinomycosis. 

II.  Diseases  of  uncertain  Bacteriology. 

(rt.)  Not  Endemic. 

(18)  Measles. 

(19)  Eubeola. 

(20)  Scarlet  Fever. 

(21)  Varicella. 


(22)  Variola. 

(23)  Mumps. 

(24)  Whooping-Cough. 

(25)  Syphilis. 

(Mixed  Infections. ) 

(6)  Topical  or  Undemic. 

(Fevers  of  India. ) 

(26)  Typhus. 

(27)  Dengue. 

(28)  Yellow  Fever. 

(29)  Amoebic  Dysentery. 

(30)  Beriberi. 

(31)  Maltese  Fever. 

(32)  Epidemic  Dropsy. 

(33)  Negro  Lethargy. 

(34)  Delhi  Boil. 

(35)  Verrugas. 

(36)  Framboesia. 

III.  Infective  Diseases  communicable 
from  Animals  to  Man. 

(a)  Of  certain  Bacteriology. 

(37)  Glanders. 

(38)  Anthrax. 

(b)  Of  uncertain  Bacteriology. 

(39)  Vaccinia. 

(40)  Foot  and  Mouth  Disease. 

(41)  Rabies. 

IV.  Diseases  Due  to  Protozoa. 

(42)  Malaria. 

(43)  Blackwater  Fever. 


•'  The  Infectious  Diseases  will  be  described  in  the  above  order,  which  was  drawn  up  for 
me  by  Dr.  Kanthack,  and  kindly  revised  in  parts  by  Dr.  Mauson.  (The  term  Bacteriology 
includes  the  study  of  all  inm-hiferous  micro-organisms.) — Ed. 
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THE  GENERAL  PATHOLOGY  OF  INFECTION 
I.  Bacterial  Forms 

Bacteriology  deals  with  the  lowest  forms  of  vegetable  organisms,  and  so 
far  as  it  concerns  itself  with  the  biological  phenomena  of  these  lowly  beings 
it  is  a  part  of  botany.  But  since  bacteria  ai-e  found  in  many  diseased  pro- 
cesses, bacteriology  necessarily  also  forms  a  part  of  pathology,  that  is  to  say 
of  medicine.  Our  knowledge  of  disease  cannot,  then,  be  complete  without  a 
fair  grasp  of  the  part  played  by  the  micro-organisms.  Many  symptoms  and 
obscure  changes  are  thus  readily  explained  ;  the  treatment  of  maladies,  and 
the  rules  of  prevention — the  highest  form  of  therapeutics — are  often  laid 
down  or  indicated  by  the  bacteriological  pathologist.  Because  so  much 
new  light  has  been  thrown  on  diagnosis  and  prognosis  in  disease,  Ijecause 
some  of  our  recent  therapeutic  triumphs  have  been  achieved  Ijy  Imcterio- 
logy,  a  System  of  Medicine  would  fail  to  be  complete  if  it  did  not  offer 
some  information  on  the  elements  of  this  the  youngest  branch  of  patho- 
logy. AVhile  undertaking  this  share  of  the  work,  I  feel  not  only  the  great 
responsibility,  but  also  the  difficulties  which  accompany  it,  and  further 
realise  that  the  physician  cannot  often  be  a  bacteriological  specialist ; 
he  desires,  however,  to  learn  the  bearing  of  bacteriology  on  the  clinical 
phenomena  of  disease  and  its  application  to  practice.  In  the  lines  that 
follow,  therefore,  I  shall  endeavour  to  give  a  general  view  of  the  facts  and 
opinions  which  the  study  of  bacteria  has  either  disclosed  or  indicated,  in 
so  far  as  they  directly  concern  the  clinical  physician ;  whether  for  the 
purposes  of  diagnosis  and  prognosis,  or  for  those  of  treatment  and 
prevention. 

0))viously  we  must  begin  with  a  short  account  of  the  general  moi'pho- 
logy  and  biology  of  bacteria,  that  is,  with  so  much  of  it  as  is  necessary  to 
demonstrate  the  influence  of  bacterial  life  and  activity  in  disease. 

Morphology  of  Micro-Organisms. — The  vegetal)le  micro-organi.sms, 
so  far  as  we  have  to  deal  with  them,  have  been  classified  by  Nageli  under 
three  headings,  namely,  I.  Hyphomycetes  or  Moulds,  II.  Blastomycetes  or 
Sprouting  Fungi,  III.  Schizomycetes  or  Cleft  Fungi.  Others  have  singled' 
out  the  schizomycetes  as  mycetes  or  microbes,  but,  rightly  or  wrongly,  these 
terms  are  commonly  applied  to  all  the  three  gi'oups  of  micro-organisms  in 
a  generic  sense,  and  when  no  harm  is  done  thereby  it  is  well  to  how  to 
custom. 

I.  Moulds  or  Hyphomycetes. — These  organisms  are  characterised 
l)y  a  mycelium  or  interlacing  network  of  filaments  which  constitutes  the 
fungus  itself.  From  this  mycelial  network  there  extend  other  fila- 
ments (hyphse)  which  bear  the  fruit-bearing  organs  and  spores.  The 
formation  of  these  spores  varies  in  the  different  forms,  for  (a)  in  some 
cases  the  terminal  cell  of  the  hypha  undergoes  transverse  division  (conidia), 
or  (i)  in  others  it  enlarges,  forming  a  receptacle  enclosing  the  spores 
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(sporangium  or  ascus),  or  (<;)  two  hyphse  fuse  and  at  the  point  of  union 
the  spores  develop  (oospora).  Fuller  descriptions  will  be  found  in 
works  on  Botany. 

The  following  moulds  are  the  more  important  among  those  found  either 
in  disease  or  in  ordinary  human  surroundings  : — 1.  Penicillium  glaucum 
(not  pathogenetic).  2.  Oidium  lactis,  found  almost  invariably  in  sour  milk 
(not  pathogenetic,  though  formerly  supposed  to  be  the  cause  of  thrush). 
3.  Trichophyton  tonsurans,  found  in  ringworm.  4.  Achorion  Schonlein, 
found  in  favus.  5.  Microsporon  fui'fur,  found  in  pityriasis  versicolor. 
6.  Monilia  Candida,  said  to  be  the  cause  of  thrush.  7.  Mucor  :  vai'ious 
forms  of  this  widely-distributed  genus  have  occasionally  been  obtained 
from  man,  especially  from  the  external  auditory  meatus.  8.  Aspergillus  : 
two  varieties.  The  A.  niger  and  A.  fumigatus  have  occasionally  been  found 
in  man,  for  example,  in  so-called  pneumomycosis,  in  purulent  conditions  of 
the  middle  ear  and  of  the  antrum  maxillare.  9.  Actinomyces,  pathogenetic 
for  man  and  cattle.  Its  exact  botanical  position  is  not  yet  settled ;  some 
classify  it  with  cladothrix,  others  with  streptothrix.  [This  fungus  will  l)e 
fully  considered  in  the  article  on  "Actinomycosis."]  10.  Streptothrix  : 
various  forms  of  pathogenetic  streptotriches  have  been  described.  These 
organisms  resemble  the  actinomyces  closely. 

We  are  still  comparatively  ignorant  of  the  physiological  properties  of 
these  mould-fungi.  Many  of  them  certainly  exert  a  fermentative  action : 
thus  Penicillium  glaucum  is  able  to  convert  cane-sugar  into  other  sugars ; 
some  aspergilli  contain  a  diastatic  ferment  which  converts  starch  into 
dextrose  and  maltose  ;  some  species  of  mucor  are  able  to  act  as  true  alco- 
holic ferments,  and  Monilia  Candida  will  even  ferment  cane-sugar  as  such 
without  previously  inverting  it.  The  various  lesions  produced  by  some 
of  the  above  -  mentioned  fungi  will  be  described  under  their  proper 
headings. 

II.  Blastomyeetes  or  Sprouting- Fung-i. — These  organisms  are  fairly 
large  roimd  or  ovoid  cells  Avhich,  generally  speaking,  multiply  by  budding. 
As  a  rule  they  appear  as  separate  cells  unconnected  by  any  mycelium, 
though  among  the  budding-fungi  there  are  some  which  under  certain 
conditions  will  form  a  mycelium.  Again,  although  they  mostly  multiply 
by  means  of  budding,  there  ai'c  some  which  possess  the  property  of 
forming  spores  in  the  substance  of  the  cell  (endogenous  spore-formation). 

Three  groups  may  be  distinguished  :  —  1 .  Saccharomyces  :  budding- 
fungi  ;  mostly  without  a  mycelium ;  the  cells  are  sometimes  nucleated, 
occasionally  form  endogenous  spores,  and  generally  are  capable  of  inducing 
alcoholic  fermentation.  2.  Torula:  multiply  by  l)udding,  foi'm  a  mycelium 
only  exceptionally,  never  form  spores ;  some  have  a  pronounced  fer- 
mentative activity.  3.  Mycoderma :  variously  shaped  cells,  containing 
refractive  particles ;  they  form  a  film  on  the  siu-face  of  the  fluid  on  which 
they  grow,  and  possess  either  no  fermentative  activity,  or  but  little. 

The  pathological  importance  of  these  forms  is  not  great,  though 
pathogenetic  torulse  have  recently  been  descriljed.  However,  as  they 
are  so  widely  distributed  that  some  varieties  are  constantly  found  in 
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the  human  excretions,  a  slight  acquaintance  with  them  is  desirable. 
Some  writers  consider  the  thrush  fungus  to  be  a  variety  of  mycoderma. 

III.  Schizomyeetes  or  Fission-Fungi. — Most  pathogenetic  organisms, 
or  at  any  rate  those  which  ai'e  best  known  to  us,  belong  to  this  group  of 
miinite,  unicellular  vegetable  organisms.  They  owe  their  generic  name 
to  the  fact  that  they  divide  or  multiply  by  fission.  The  schizomyeetes, 
so  far  as  the  pathologist  knows  them, '  are  small,  minute  cells,  visible 
only  when  examined  under  the  highest  powers  of  the  microscope  (oil- 
immersions)  with  the  best  possible  illumination  (Abbe's  substage-con- 
denser) ;  they  are  devoid  of  a  nucleus,  at  any  rate  a  true  nucleus  has  not 
been  demonstrated.  When  dead  and  dried  they  have  an  affinity  for 
basic  or  nuclear  dyes,  such  as  methylene  blue,  gentian  and  methyl  violet, 
and  fuchsin.  Living  bacteria  refuse  to  take  up  the  dye  in  a  satisfactory 
manner ;  but  when  allowed  to  dry  on  a  cover-glass  and  fixed  by  heat, 
they  are  stained  readily,  unless  they  have  been  fixed  in  a  state  of  degenera- 
tion or  involution.  They  refuse  acid  dyes,  such  as  eosin,  acid  fuchsin  or 
picric  acid.  Although  they  may  all  be  stained  with  basic  aniline  dyes, 
they  vary  greatly  in  the  readiness  with  which  they  imbibe  the  stain. 
Thus  tubercle  bacilli  are  stained  with  difficulty,  and  only  with  the  assist- 
ance of  mordants ;  leprosy  and  glanders  bacilli  likewise  require  time  and 
patience,  if  not  skill.  On  the  other  hand,  sarcinse  and  pyococci  are 
easily  overstained.  It  is  impossible  to  lay  down  general  rules  as  to  the 
time  of  exposure  to  the  dye,  or  as  to  the  particular  dye,  required  for  the 
various  organisms.    Experience  is  the  only  guide. 

The  schizomyeetes  in  ordinary  medical  language  are  called  bacteria ; 
in  fact  these  two  names  have  become  almost  synonymous.  From  the 
botanist's  point  of  view  this  is  undoubtedly  incorrect ;  the  convenient 
confusion  of  terms  is,  however,  sanctioned  by  usage,  and  we  may  safely 
accept  "  bacteria  "  as  the  generic  term  interchangeable  with  schizomyeetes. 
Bacteria  are  generally  classified  according  to  their  morphological  distinc- 
tion.s — that  is,  their  shapes  and  forms — as  (1)  Cocci;  (2)  Bacilli;  and  (3) 
Spirilla.  This  classification  is  not  a  natural  one ;  but  so  long  as  we  are 
unacquainted  with  the  exact  relation  of  these  forms  to  each  other,  it  is 
less  perplexing  to  use  a  provisional  classification  which  is  both  practicable 
and  easy. 

We  shall  now  consider  these  three  subdivisions  in  detail  : — 1.  The 
Coed  or  Micrococci  are  minute  spheroidal  or  oval  cells,  and,  when  growing 
in  artificial  media  or  in  the  animal  body,  they  always  remain  cocci ;  their 
spheroidal  form  is  constant.  The  cocci  are  again  subdivided  according  to 
their  arrangement  or  grouping.  Thus  we  may  have  (a)  paired  cocci,  that  is, 
cocci  arranged  in  twos,  the  so-called  Diplococci.  These  are  often  surrounded 
by  a  distinct  capsule,  which  may  be  stained  by  appropriate  methods.  As 
examples  may  be  mentioned  the  capsular  pneumococci  and  the  non- 
capsular  gonococci.  (b)  The  cocci  may  be  arranged  in  chains,  when  they 
are  called  Streptococci.  These  chains  may  be  either  short  or  long.  The 
shortest  streptococci  consist  of  two  component  members.  Thus  we  find 
that  the  pneumococcus,  which  in  the  animal  body  is  generally  an  encap- 
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suled  diplococcus,  occasionally  appears  as  an  encapsuled  streptococcus  of 
four  or  five  or  six  component  elements ;  and  on  artificial  cultivation, 
especially  in  liquid  media,  it  frequently  develops  as  an  ordinary 
non-capsular  streptococcus.  The  encapsuled  diplococcus  is  therefore  the 
most  primitive  and  simplest  form  of  streptococcus,  (c)  The  Tetracocci  are 
grouped  in  fours,  often  enclosed  in  a  capsule,  though  on  artificial 
cultivation  the  capsule  is  frequently  lost.  {d)  The  Sarcince  appear  in 
packets  of  eight  or  more  cocci,  {e)  If  the  cocci  are  arranged  in  irregular 
clusters,  or  in  heaps  of  no  particular  shape  and  devoid  of  symmetry,  we 
name  them  Staphylococci.  Tetracocci  and  sarcinge  on  artificial  cultivation 
not  infi'cquently  appear  as  staphylococci ;  and  sarcinse  again  under  such 
conditions  often  appear  as  non-capsular  tetracocci  or  as  diplococci ;  so  that 
the  tetracocci  or  sarcinae,  or  the  non-capsular  diplococci,  may  be  regarded 
as  the  simplest  forms  of  staphylococci.  We  see,  then,  that  there  is  no 
constancy  of  arrangement  here,  though  the  constancy  of  individual 
form  is  always  preserved ;  that  is,  diplococci  may  develop  on  the  one 
hand  into  streptococci,  on  the  other  hand  into  staphylococci ;  tetracocci 
readily  transform  themselves  into  staphylococci,  but  in  every  case,  strep- 
tococci remain  always  streptococci  and  never  become  staphylococci ; 
and  conversely  staphylococci  are  never  changed  into  streptococci.  The 
staphylococci  clusters  are  often  held  together  by  a  tough  mucous  material ; 
such  clusters  ai-e  termed  zooglcea. 

2.  The  Bacilli  are  rod-like  structures,  that  is,  they  have  a  long 
diameter  often  considei'ably  longer  than  the  transverse.  These  rod-like 
organisms  may  be  very  short  and  plump,  or  they  may  be  long,  thin  and 
graceful ;  they  may  have  pointed  or  blunted  ends  ;  they  may  be  arranged 
in  pairs,  in  shoit  and  long  chains,  or  in  filaments.  When  fusiform  or 
spindle-shaped  in  appearance  they  are  often  called  Clostridia. 

Dr.  Klein  and  others  have  shown  that  some  bacilli — for  example, 
the  tubercle  or  diphtheria  bacilli — have  a  tendency  to  form  true  mycelial 
threads,  which  would  suggest  that  these  organisms  possess  a  fungus 
ancestry  ;  others,  like  the  anthrax  bacillus,  assume  a  yeast-like  appearance 
on  artificial  cultivation.  On  the  other  hand,  the  actinomyces  Avhen 
grown  in  the  laboratory  generally  passes  through  a  bacillary  phase  before 
it  obtains  its  fully-developed  mycelial  structure.  These  facts  are  of  great 
importance,  because  they  remind  us  of  our  imperfect  knowledge  of 
bacterial  morphology.  This  variability  of  form,  termed  polymorphism  or 
pleomorphism,  Avill  be  discussed  later. 

3.  The  Spirilla  include  all  the  curved  or  spiral  forms.  At  one  time 
a  distinction  was  made  between  the  spirilla  and  the  vibrios,  which  are 
slightly  twisted  bacteria,  or  curved  bacilli.  The  latter  were  also  called 
comma  bacilli,  as,  for  example,  the  organisms  of  Asiatic  cholera.  Now 
we  know  that  the  vibrios  and  comma  bacilli  easily  grow  into  true  spirilla, 
and  that  Ave  are  here  dealing  with  a  good  example  of  pleomorphism. 
We  shall  therefore  speak  of  "  spirilla,"  and  more  properly  call  the 
comma  bacillus  or  vibrio  of  cholera  the  spirillum  of  Asiatic  cholera. 
It  appears  that  under  certain  conditions  the  vibrios  or  spirilla  may  lose 
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their  curved  appearance,  and  become  transformed  into  straight  bacillary 
structures. 

The  cell  substance  of  these  various  bacteria  is  generally  colourless, 
refractive  and  homogeneous  ;  but  occasionally  it  is  granular  or  vacuolated. 
Many  bacteria  are  enclosed  by  a  distinct  cell  membrane  ;  it  is  doubtful, 
however,  whether  they  all  possess  an  enclosing  sheath. 

We  must  now  consider  a  few  special  morphological  features  of  the 
bacteria,  features  either  recognised  as  specific  characters,  or  of  biological 
importance.  These  are — (1)  Spore-formation;  (2)  Flagella  or  cilia  ;  (-3) 
Involution  forms ;  (4)  Pleomorphism  and  variability. 

1.  Spores. — Most  micro-organisms  multiply  by  binary  fission ;  many, 
however,  are  capable  also  of  a  higher  or  more  specialised  form  of  pro- 
liferation, namely,  by  means  of  spores. 

Spore-formation  has  been  observed  hitherto  in  bacilli  only  ;  micrococci 
never  possess  true  spores.  When  fully  developed,  the  spores  appear  as 
well-defined,  sharply-contoured,  highly  refractive  bodies,  round  or  oval 
in  shape.  They  are  either  central  or  terminal ;  that  is,  the  spore  may 
occupy  the  middle  or  one  or  other  extremity  of  the  bacillus.  In  the 
latter  case  the  spore-bearing  organisms  have  the  shape  of  a  drum-stick  : 
the  tetanus  bacillus  and  some  water  and  intestinal  bacilli  are  the  best 
examples  of  this  type.  When  the  spores  are  centrally  situated  the  bacillus 
itself  may  become  swollen  and  spindle-shaped  (Clostridium),  as  in  the 
case  of  the  Bacillus  acidi  butyiici ;  oi'  the  spore  may  develop  without 
producing  any  morphological  change  in  the  bacillus.  Occasionally  before 
or  during  the  spore-formation  the  bacilli  grow  out  into  long  threads  or 
filaments,  in  which  a  beaded  series  of  spores  appears,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
Bacillus  anthracis  ;  or  the  bacilli  themselves  increase  in  length,  as  in  the 
case  of  the  tetanus  bacillus.  Spores  which  are  developed  in  the  substance 
of  the  bacillus,  whether  central  or  terminal,  are  described  as  endogenous 
spores  or  endospores.  Each  bacillus  contains  only  one  spore,  which  is 
eventually  freed  by  leaving  its  parent,  or  by  the  death  of  the  latter. 
Under  favourable  conditions  these  spores  germinate  and  are  again  developed 
into  bacilli.  They  are  highly  resistant  to  external  influences, — such  as 
drying,  heating,  disinfecting,  etc., — more  or  less  serious  disturliances 
which  destroy  the  bacilli  themselves,  being  easily  withstood  by  their 
spores.  These  resisting  powers,  however,  vary  greatly  ;  some  spores,  like 
those  of  the  tetanus  bacillus,  remain  unaffected  after  being  heated  for 
an  hour  at  80°  C. 

Spores  are  formed  under  certain  conditions  only ;  there  must  always 
l)e  the  optimum  of  air,  wai'mth  and  noui'ishment  —  conditions  which 
vary,  of  course,  for  each  organism.  Thus  the  anthrax  bacillus  requires  a 
sufficient  amount  of  air  (or  oxygen)  and  of  warmth,  and  it  refuses  to  form 
spores  in  the  animal  body,  or  at  a  temperatiu"e  of  42°-45°  C,  or  if  certain 
substances,  such  as  carbolic  acid  or  alcohol,  he  added  to  the  broth  in 
which  it  is  grown.  By  continued  cultivation  in  carbolised  broth,  or  at 
42°  C,  this  l)acillus  may  permanently  lose  its  property  of  forming  spores, 
and  become  "  asporogenous  ";  although  the  morphological  appearances  are 
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not  otherwise  modified.  Although  strongly  resistant  to  most  external 
influences,  the  spores  of  many  bacilli — for  example,  of  bacillus  anthracis — 
are  killed  by  a  comparatively  short  exposure  to  dii'ect  sunlight  in  the 
presence  of  air. 

In  studying  the  aetiology  of  infective  diseases  it  is  important  to 
investigate  the  power  of  spore-formation  possessed  by  any  particular 
bacillus,  for  this  is  to  some  extent  a  measure  of  the  resistance  on  the  part 
of  the  infective  organism,  and  therefore  of  the  risk  of  infection  or 
contagion.  Asporogenous  organisms,  speaking  generally,  die  sooner, 
01'  &re  more  easily  destroyed  by  antiseptics  and  disinfectants,  and  theii' 
distiibution  is  often  more  narrowly  limited.    To  this  point  we  shall  return. 

Besides  endogenous  spores,  another  form  of  spore — the  so-called 
artlirosport' — has  been  described,  especially  by  De  Bary  and  Hiippe  ] 
their  existence  is,  however,  doubtful.  Arthrospores  are  supposed  to 
be  members  of  a  chain  or  group  of  micro-organisms  which  acquii'e  a 
greater  vitality  or  power  of  resistance,  and  thus  become  the  starting- 
point  of  new  life.  They  may  be  characterised  by  increased  size  and 
refraction.  It  is  said  that  streptococci  may  persist,  or  may  be  perpetu- 
ated by  arthrogenous  spore-formation.  Certainly  on  examining  chains 
of  such  cocci  we  often  find  larger  and  more  striking  individuals — two 
or  three  times  as  large  as  other  members  of  the  chain — but  it  is  doubtful 
whether  these  peculiar  forms  are  really  spores.  They  stain  readily  with 
ordinaiy  aniline  dyes,  while  endospores  stain  with  difficulty,  and  only  by 
means  of  special  and  elaborate  methods  :  moreover,  they  seem  to  be  no 
more  resistant  to  external  influences  than  the  ordinary  cocci.  The 
whole  subject  of  arthrospores  is  still  in  obscurity. 

2.  Flagella  or  Cilia. — It  has  been  known  for  a  long  time  that  many 
micro-organisms  possess  the  power  of  spontaneous  movement.  When 
examined  under  the  microscope  in  a  drop  of  fluid — in  a  hanging  drop — 
they  are  seen  to  move  across  the  field,  sometimes  floating  away  quietly 
and  slowly,  sometimes  darting  across  quickly,  sometimes  propelling 
themselves  with  a  screw-like  action.  Bacilli  and  spirilla  or  vibrios 
especially  are  motile,  though  some  micrococci  also  share  this  property. 
Loffler  has  shown,  liy  special  and  difficult  staining  methods  (which  since 
have  l)een  made  much  easier),  that  such  organisms  generally  possess 
flagella  oi'  cilia  by  means  of  which  they  propel  themselves.  Some  bacilli 
have  only  one  or  two  such  flagella ;  others — as,  for  example,  the  typhoid 
bacillus — are  completely  surrounded  by  them :  some,  again,  have  a 
single  flagellum  at  one  or  other  end,  or  at  Ijoth  ends  ;  others  a  bundle 
of  terminal  flagella.  The  vibrios,  as  a  rule,  have  one,  two,  or  three  cilia  at 
one  extremity.  The  rapidity  of  movement  seems,  as  a  I'ule  but  by  no 
means  always,  to  vary  with  the  number  of  flagella.  The  ciliary  processes 
also  vary  considerably  in  length,  thickness  and  shape,  and  appear  to 
spring  from  a  sheath  around  the  bacterial  cell ;  as  a  rule  they  are  very 
much  longer  than  the  organisms  bearing  them,  and  are  spirally  twisted. 
It  appears  that  some  organisms,  although  incapable  of  spontaneous  move- 
ment, nevertheless  possess  cilia,  for  example,  the  bacillus  anthracis.  It 


510 


SYSTEM  OF  MEDICINE 


would  seem  that  for  a  giveii  species  of  bacillus  or  vibrio  the  number  of 
flagella  is  constant  or  varies  within  narrow  limits,  so  that  these  have 
become  important  morphological  factors,  and  are  often  of  great  use  in 
distinguishing  between  allied  or  similar  forms.  Thus  the  bacterium  coli 
commune  closely  resembles  the  typhoid  bacillus,  but  it  possesses  few 
flagella,  varying  from  one  to  six,  or  ten,  while  the  Eberth-Gaff'ky  bacillus 
is  completely  surrounded  by  them.  At  the  same  time,  it  must  be  l  emem- 
bered  that  the  flagella  are  extremely  brittle,  and  are  often  missing  in 
greater  or  less  numbers. 

3.  Involution  Forms. — Under  certain  conditions  micro-organisms,  esjjeci- 
ally  the  bacilli  or  the  vibrios,  become  altered  in  shape,  losing  their 
ordinary  form,  or  becoming  even  quite  unrecognisable,  it  may  be  through 
age,  exhaustion  of  the  nutrient  medium,  or  other  harmful  influences. 
Thus  the  vibrio  of  Asiatic  cholera,  when  kept  for  some  time,  may  become 
bacillary  or  coccoid  in  shape  ;  bacilli,  again,  may  become  beaded  or 
varicose,  shorter  or  longer.  On  transfei-ring  such  aberrant  forms  to  a 
fresh  soil,  or  on  placing  them  under  more  favourable  conditions,  unless 
they  have  degenerated  or  have  aged  past  all  recovery,  they  assume  their 
original  shape  and  structure.  Abnormal  or  unusual  forms,  in  healthy, 
young  and  vigorous  growths,  must  not  be  confounded  with  involution 
forms.  Thus,  diphtheria  bacilli,  grown  on  the  surface  of  blood  serum  or 
agar-agar,  often  become  elongated,  clubbed,  or  branched  ;  tubercle  bacilli 
also  show  a  tendency  to  elongation  and  branching  or  clubbing ;  anthrax 
bacilli  may  gi'ow  as  yeast  forms.  Here  we  have  either  a  pleomorphism 
(or  polymorphism),  or  a  reversion  to  an  ancestral  type  which  is  best 
seen  in  young  colonies ;  but  involution  invariably  implies  degeneration. 

4.  FleomorpJdsm  and  Variahilitij  of  Form. — Koch  originally  upheld 
the  doctrine  of  the  constancy  of  form,  "  die  Konstanz  der  Form." 
Broadly  speaking,  this  is  true  enough  ;  most  pathogenetic  organisms  adhere 
to  one  type  or  form  ;  but  many  micro-organisms  show  a  great  tendency 
towards  variation.  Thus  vibrios  often  become  spirilla ;  the  ray  fungus 
passes  through  a  coccoid  and  bacillary  stage ;  the  diphtheria  bacillus 
may  either  be  long,  short,  straight,  or  clubbed.  True,  a  streptococcus  will 
never  become  a  staphylococcus  or  a  bacillus  ;  but,  as  a  strejitococcus,  it 
will  vary,  growing  occasionally  in  short  chains,  occasionally  in  long 
chains ;  sometimes  in  the  shape  of  fine  small  dots,  at  other  times  as 
larger  and  plumper  cocci.  This  diversity  of  shape  among  organisms  of 
the  same  species  is  called  pleomorphism  or  polymorphism,  which  terms 
simply  imply  individual  diff"erences.  Thus  if  we  were  to  cultivate 
diphtheiia  bacilli  from  a  single  bacillus  sown  in  broth,  we  should  find 
the  descendants  very  variable  in  shape ;  some  are  small,  other  s  laiger, 
some  straight,  othei's  clubbed  or  branched  :  or  starting  from  a  single 
vibrio,  we  should  find  that  some  of  its  descendants  are  spirillar,  others 
S-shaped,  but  most  of  them  true  vibrios.  Pleomorphism  must  Ije  care- 
fully distinguished  from  variability  :  the  former  is  a  character  belonging 
to  a  species,  and  is  transmitted  from  generation  to  generation ;  valuation 
of  individuals  depends  on  enviromnent,  some  species,  vnider  the  influence 


THE  GENERAL  PATHOLOGY  OF  INFECTION 


511 


of  adaptation,  being  more  easily  changed  than  others,  whether  tem- 
porarily or  permanently,  so  that  new  vaiieties  or  even  new  species  may  be 
produced.  Upon  what  pleomorphism  depends  we  do  not  at  present  under- 
stand :  in  some  cases,  apparently, — as  in  those  of  the  diphtheria  and 
tubercle  bacilli, — it  is  assumed  by  Klein  and  others  to  be  based  on  the 
ancestral  history  of  the  organism.  We  must  carefully  distinguish,  how- 
ever, between  a  true  pleomorphism  and  an  accidental  contamination  of  a 
culture  with  extraneous  organisms — a  confusion  of  two  very  different 
things  which,  especially  in  the  earlier  days  of  bacteriology,  led  to  many 
errors. 

Variation  may  lead  to  change  of  form,  or  to  change  of  function ; 
the  latter  we  shall  consider  subsequently.  Degeneration  and  involution 
are  no  more  variation  than  are  disease  and  old  age  in  animals.  In  most  cases 
change  of  environments — that  is,  generally  change  of  soil  or  temperature 
— produces  merely  temporary  variations.  Thus  typhoid  bacilli  in  ordinary 
broth  will  appear  in  one  form,  in  carbolised  beef-broth  in  a  widely  different 
one  :  so  long  as  they  are  grown  in  these  media  they  will  retain  these 
respective  forms ;  but  if  transferred  from  carbolised  to  ordinary  broth 
there  is  an  almost  immediate  return  to  the  ordinary  shape.  Similarly 
the  Bacillus  pyocyaneus  in  different  media  may  be  cultivated  as  a  small 
bacillus,  as  a  long  rod,  as  a  filament,  and  even  as  a  comma  form ;  but  a 
return  to  the  ordinary  media  is  always  followed  by  a  return  to  the 
recognised  form.  Similarly  vaiiations  in  moliility  and  in  arrangements 
and  numbers  of  flagella  may  be  temporarily  produced  by  change  of 
environments. 

It  seems  extremely  difficult  to  produce  permanent  varieties  of  form, 
but  it  is  possible  :  thus  the  bacillus  prodigiosus  may  be  changed  from 
the  small  bacillary  into  a  pei'manent  long  bacillaiy  form ;  and  the  anthrax 
bacillus  may  be  converted  into  an  asporogenous  species.  An  extremely 
good  summary  of  the  variability  of  bacteria,  by  Professor  Adami,  is  to  be 
found  in  the  Medical  Chronicle,  for  September  1892. 

We  are  comparatively  ignorant  of  natural  variations,  and  the  greatest 
confusion  exists  between  varieties  and  species.  This  is  well  seen  in  the 
case  of  the  choleraic  vibrios :  numerous  forms  of  these  have  been 
obtained  from  cholera  stools,  which  by  some  writers  are  regarded  as 
varieties,  by  others  as  species — the  former  are  probably  influenced  by 
their  opinion  that  cholera  is  caused  by  one  specific  organism  only,  the 
latter  recognise  in  them  different  and  distinct  forms  of  the  comma-shaped 
organism.  Now  in  the  case  of  these  various  choleraic  vibrios  we  find 
that  continuous  growth  in  identical  media  leads  to  no  assimilation  of 
characters  ;  they  become  modified  under  such  conditions,  but  when  the 
limit  of  modification,  due  to  adaptation,  has  been  reached,  the  acquired 
characters  remain  stable,  and  continued  exposui-e  to  like  conditions  does 
not  give  rise  to  any  general  assimilation  of  chai'acters  in  the  similarly 
cultivated  organisms.  This  being  so,  it  would  seem  that  we  are  dealing 
with  species  rather  than  with  varieties.  The  question  is,  however,  beset 
with  so  many  difficulties  that  we  must  for  the  present  be  content  with 
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an  ai'liitrary  standard  based,  perhaps,  on  preconceived  ideas.  As  Dr.  D. 
D.  Cunningham  says  :  "  If  the  vibrio  of  Finkler-Prior  is  a  different  species 
from  Koch's  comma  bacilhis,  its  distinctive  characters  must  be  of  specific 
vahie ;  if  this  be  so,  then,  as  many  so-called  choleraic  vibrios  differ  among 
each  other  no  more,  or  even  less,  than  do  Finkler-Prior's  and  Koch's 
vibrios,  we  must  consider  the  various  choleraic  vibrios  as  so  many  species." 
Consistency  must  be  preserved  in  all  matters  of  doubt,  and,  whatever 
our  hypotheses,  we  cannot  without  more  evidence  regard  like  differences 
as  specific  in  one  case  and  non-specific  in  another. 

II.  Biological  Requirements 

All  Ijacteria,  being  protoplasmic  cells,  require  food  for  further  develoji- 
ment  and  propagation,  which  must  consist  both  of  nitrogenous  and  non- 
nitrogenous  substances.  To  study  the  vital  phenomena  of  bacteria, 
however  incompletely  or  unsatisfactorily,  we  must  cultivate  or  grow 
them.  In  the  laboratory  we  can  only  place  them  in  conditions  which 
approximate,  often  very  slightly  indeed,  to  those  pertaining  to  them 
in  nature.  In  most  cases  the  artificial  cultivation  of  bacteria  in  test- 
tubes  and  incubators  has  no  pretence  to  resemble  natural  growth  ;  it  is 
merely  an  experimental  device  by  which  we  seek  to  unravel  the  mysteries 
of  microbic  life.  We  vary  the  soil  as  much  as  we  can,  we  alter  the 
surroundings,  we  imitate  what  we  suppose  to  be  the  natural  state ;  but 
as  we  can  never  reproduce  this  exactly,  our  conclusions  can  only  be 
regarded  as  approximations  to  the  truth.  In  bacteriology  conclusions  are 
too  readily  drawn  on  incomplete  evidence,  yet  in  this  study  especiallv 
rigorous  and  unimpeachable  evidence  is  required. 

There  is  no  uniform  or  general  nutrient  medium  suitable  for  every  form 
of  microbic  life  either  in  the  laboratory  or  in  nature.  Some  organisms 
thrive  best  in  highly  albuminous  media  ;  others  on  or  in  substances  poor 
in  albumin  :  some  grow  better  on  a  solid  stratum,  others  in  a  liquid 
medium.  No  general  rules  can  be  laid  down ;  for  practical  laboratory 
purposes  we  find  that  soluble  and  diffusible  albumins  and  proteids  are 
the  best  nitrogenous,  and  sugar  or  glycerine  the  best  non-nitrogenous 
media.  Some  bacteria  refuse  to  grow  on  any  mixture  we  may  compound 
or  concoct ;  they  refuse  even  blood  serum  and  the  living  animal  body — as, 
for  instance,  the  lepi'osy  bacilli ;  others  will  only  grow  in  the  living  tissues  ; 
others  again  on  dead  matter  only.  A  suitable  artificial  nutrient  medium 
for  bacteria  must  contain  a  preponderance  of  water,  certain  (juantities 
of  carbonaceous  and  nitrogenous  organic  substances,  and  in  addition 
potassium  salts  and  phosphoric  acid  compounds.  As  already  mentioned, 
nitrogen  is  best  supplied  by  means  of  albuminous  substances,  notably 
peptones  ;  though  m-ea  and  ammonium  salts  are  useful  substitutes.  Some 
organisms  are  capable  of  obtaining  their  nitrogen  from  nitrates,  which 
they  gradually  reduce  to  nitrites  and  eventually  to  ammonia.  The  best 
sources  of  caibon  Ave  find  in  the  vaiious  forms  of  sugar,  in  mannite  and 
in  glycerine. 
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We  cannot  discuss  these  matters  fully  in  a  work  on  medicine  ;  further 
information  must  be  sought  in  special  treatises,  or  better  still,  it  must 
be  gained  by  patient  laboratory  observation. 

Of  importance  in  the  selection  of  artificial  media  are  (a)  the  concen- 
tration, {h)  the  reaction,  (c)  the  temperature,  (t?)  the  presence  or  absence 
of  free  oxygen,  {e)  the  light,  and  (/)  the  atmospheric  pressure. 

(a)  Concentration. — Some  organisms  are  capable  of  thriving  in  extremely 
dilute  albuminous  solutions ;  the  vibrio  of  Asiatic  cholera,  for  instance, 
can  be  separated  best  by  means  of  cultivation  in  weak  peptone  solutions. 

(b)  %he  reaction  of  our  artificial  media  is  generally  neutral  or  faintly 
alkaline.  Most  organisms  are  sensitive  to  an  excess  of  alkali  or  to  an 
excess  of  acid,  but  some  develop  best  in  decidedly  acid  media. 

(c)  The  temperature  most  favourable  to  growth  in  a  test-tube  varies, 
within  certain  limits,  with  the  particular  species.  As  a  general  rule 
it  may  be  stated  that  all  pathogenetic  organisms  found  in  morbid  lesions 
of  warm-blooded  animals  prefer  38 '5°  C,  that  is,  blood  heat :  conversely, 
those  which  under  natural  conditions  produce  disease  in  fish  and  other 
cold-blooded  animals  are  frequently  capable  of  growth  only  at  lower 
temperatures.  There  are  also,  however,  many  non-pathogenetic  bacteria 
which  refuse  to  grow  above  20°  or  22°  C,  especially  many  water  and  air 
organisms  ;  and  again,  as  Dr.  Macfadyen  has  recently  shown,  there  is  a  class 
of  microbes  which  refuse  to  grow  at  any  temperature  below  50°  C. ;  such 
organisms  are  called  "  thermophile."  Microbic  life  is  impossible  at  very 
low  or  at  very  high  degrees  of  temperature.  Numerous  organisms,  how- 
ever, have  been  found  in  the  snow  crystals  of  freezing-chambers,  and  in 
ice  and  snow.  Experience  alone  can  tell  us  the  optimum  temperature 
for  a  given  kind  of  micro-organism. 

{cl)  Most  micro-organisms  require  free  oxygen  for  their  growth  and 
development ;  but  there  are  some  which  cannot  thrive  in  an  atmosphere 
containing  oxygen.  The  latter  are  called  anaerobes,  the  former  aerobes. 
Amongst  the  anaerobes  we  find  some  which,  though  preferably  anaerobic, 
can  yet  exist  in  an  atmosphere  containing  oxygen ;  these  are  the  faculta- 
tive aerobes :  and  again  there  are  some  aerobes  which  possess  the  faculty 
of  growing  in  an  atmosphere  deprived  of  oxygen ;  these  are  the  facultative 
anaerobes.    We  have  thus  the  following  groups  : — 

Aerobic  germs : — (i.)  Obligatory  aerobes,  which  must  be  supplied  with 
oxygen,  (ii.)  Facultative  anaerobes,  which  preferably  grow  under  aerobic 
conditions,  but  may  also  exist  as  anaerobes. 

Anaerobic  germs : — (i.)  Obligatory  anaerobes,  which  can  grow  only  in  an 
atmosphere  free  from  oxygen.  (ii.)  Facultative  aerobes  or  organisms 
which  preferably  are  anaerobic,  but  which  may  grow  also  under  aerobic 
conditions. 

Among  obligatory  anaerobic  germs  we  find  the  bacillus  of  malignant 
oedema,  readily  obtained  from  garden  earth ;  the  bacillus  of  tetanus, 
another  inhabitant  of  the  soil,  and  the  bacillus  of  quarter-evil.  These 
bacilli  can  produce  their  poisons  or  "  toxins  "  only  in  media  wherein  they 
are  sheltered  from  free  oxygen.  The  best  known  facultative  anaerobes  are 
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the  pyococci,  the  bacillus  anthracis,  the  bacillus  of  typhoid  fever,  the 
bacterium  coli  commune,  and  the  microbes  of  pneumonia  and  of  Asiatic 
cholera.  The  commonest  obligatory  aerobe  is  the  hay  bacillus  or  the 
bacillus  subtilis.  It  is,  however,  impossible  to  draw  a  hard  and  fast 
line  between  the  facultative  anaerobes  and  the  facultative  aerobes. 

The  following  are  the  various  methods  in  common  use  to  obtain  the 
suitable  conditions  for  anaerobiosis : — 

1.  The  oxygen  may  be  removed  by  means  of  a  solution  of  pyrogallic 
acid  in  caustic  potash  (Buchner's  method).  This  is  the  best  and  easiest 
way  of  obtaining  an  atmosphere  free  from  oxygen. 

2.  The  organisms  may  be  grown  in  vacuo  by  means  of  exhausting 
the  tubes  or  flasks  containing  the  inoculated  nutrient  medium. 

3.  The  atmosphere  may  be  replaced  by  an  indifferent  gas,  preferably 
by  hydrogen. 

Whatever  method  be  used,  reducing  substances  may  be  added,  at  the 
same  time,  to  the  media  in  which  the  organisms  are  grown ;  such  sub- 
stances are  glucose,  formate  and  sulphindigotate  of  sodium. 

Many  pathogenetic  organisms,  though  in  the  laboratory  generally 
cultivated  under  aerobic  conditions,  in  the  animal  body  must  grow  as 
more  or  less  strictly  obligatory  anaerobes.  Thus  in  deep  or  closed 
abscesses  oxygen  is  either  absent  or  present  only  in  minute  traces. 
There  can  hardly  be  any  doubt  that  the  chemical  activity  of  the  patho- 
genetic bacteria  must  vary  under  such  opposed  conditions  as  aerobiosis 
and  anaerobiosis.  In  the  absence  of  oxygen  facultative  anaerobes  will 
often  display  a  most  extraordinary  fermentative  action.  We  are  still 
far  too  ignorant  of  the  minute  changes,  chemical  or  physical,  in  the 
tissues  to  speculate  with  any  degree  of  promise  ;  but  this  much  is  certain, 
that,  even  if  we  choose  media  most  closely  resembling  the  tissue  sub- 
stances, we  cannot  reason  directly  from  changes  in  the  test-tube  to 
changes  in  the  animal  body,  because  the  conditions  of  atmosphere  and 
oxygen  among  others,  are  or  may  be  extremely  different. 

(e)  Recent  researches  have  shown  that  many  bacteria  are  injured  by 
sunlight ;  and  speaking  generally,  it  is  best  to  cultivate  organisms  in  the 
dark.  Prof.  Marshall  Ward,  who  has  paid  especial  attention  to  this 
subject,  has  shown  that  the  blue  and  violet  rays  of  the  spectrum  are 
especially  destructive  to  certain  forms.  Thus  anthrax  spores,  Avhich  are 
extremely  resistant  to  external  influences,  typhoid  bacilli,  and  choleraic 
spirilla  soon  die  when  exposed  to  the  rays  of  the  sun ;  tubercle  bacilli  are 
either  attenuated  in  their  virulence  or  destroyed;  and  chromogenetic 
organisms  lose  their  power  of  producing  pigment,  and  in  some  instances 
are  converted  into  colourless  varieties.  It  has  been  shown  that  these 
effects  are  not  due  to  the  heat  rays  ;  they  appear  to  be  the  result  of 
oxidation ;  for  in  a  vacuum,  or  in  the  depth  of  the  nutrient  medium, 
insolation  is  less  effective  or  even  powerless.  Some  observers  think  that 
ozone,  formed  by  the  action  of  the  solar  rays,  acts  as  a  strong  germicide ; 
others  suggest  that  hydrogen  peroxide  is  the  destructive  agent. 

It  is  asserted  by  some  observers  that  the  quality  of  the  nutrient 
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medium  is  not  altered  by  the  light ;  that  the  action  is  a  direct  one, 
affecting  the  organisms  in  the  medium  :  others,  however,  maintain  that 
insolation  may  have  a  deleterious  or  unfavourable  effect  on  the  soil.  Even 
diffuse  sunlight  has  an  inhibitory  or  noxious  effect  on  the  growth  of 
certain  forms  of  micro-organisms.  It  must  not  be  imagined,  however,  that 
all  organisms  are  injured  alike  by  the  solar  rays  ;  some  grow  well  or  even 
more  vigorously  in  sunlight.  It  has  been  found  that  the  solar  rays  are 
capable  of  destroying  or  rather  of  decolorising  solutions  of  some  of  the  bac- 
terial pigments,  for  example,  the  green  or  blue  pigment  of  the  bacillus 
pyocyaneus  dissolved  in  chloroform,  or  the  red  pigment  of  the  bacillus 
prodigiosus  extracted  by  ether  or  water.  And  here  also  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  blue  rays  are  more  active  than  the  red.  That  sunlight  destroys 
or  diminishes  the  power  or  virulence  of  bacterial  poisons  is  likewise  well 
known. 

(/)  The  influence  of  atmospheric  pressure  on  bacterial  life  has  not  yet 
been  thoroughly  worked  out ;  ordinary  atmospheric  variations  seem  to  be 
indifferent.  We  know,  however,  that  beyond  certain  depths,  or  above 
certain  altitudes,  micro-organisms  cannot  be  detected  with  our  ordinary 
means.  Regnard  has  shown  that  putrefactive  organisms  are  inhibited  in 
their  growth  and  activity  by  pressures  varying  from  600  to700  atmospheres. 
Albuminous  substances  which  readily  putrefy  were  kept  for  weeks  in  a 
sound  condition  under  such  pressures,  even  when  such  organisms  were 
known  to  be  present.  It  is  of  course  possible  that,  as  there  are  thermo- 
phile  bacteria  which  thrive  at  amazingly  high  temperatures,  there  are  also 
organisms  which  resist  such  pressure  as  is  found  in  the  lowest  depths  of 
the  sea. 

Summary. — Most  of  the  known  micro-organisms  can  be  cultivated  on 
artificial  media  ;  but,  as  already  stated,  there  are  many  which  refuse  to  grow 
on  such  soils,  for  example,  the  bacillus  of  leprosy,  the  spirillum  of  relapsing 
fever,  and  many  spirillar  forms  which  are  found  in  the  tissues  and  in  animal 
secretions  or  excretions.  We  must  always  remember  that  the  artificial 
media  used  in  the  laboratory  for  the  cultivation  of  micro-organisms  are 
"  artificial,"  and  that  the  phenomena  observed  under  these  conditions  are 
evidently  not  the  natural  ones.  Scientific  work,  however,  could  hardly  be 
possible,  unless  media  could  be  made  up  for  artificial  cultivation.  Those 
that  are  commonly  in  use  may  be  divided  into  (1)  liquid  media,  and  (2) 
solid  media.  The  former  include  broth,  milk,  urine,  blood  serum,  vege- 
table infusions  ;  the  latter  potatoes,  meat,  gelatine,  agar-agar,  or  coagulated 
blood  serum.  It  would  be  beyond  the  scope  of  this  article  to  enter  into  a 
fuller  discussion  or  description  of  these  various  media  and  their  selective 
advantages  ;  it  will  be  sufficient  to  say  that  there  is  no  universal  medium, 
fluid  or  solid,  for  all  organisms  :  some,  for  instance,  grow  well  on  agar- 
agar,  and  with  difficulty  on  gelatine  ;  others  better  in  liquid  than  on  or 
in  solid  media.  Many  bacteria  suffer  in  an  acid  reaction,  others  prefer 
acidity.  Then  there  are  some  which  grow  best  on  serum  or  media 
containing  serum,  as,  for  instance,  the  gonococcus.  Such  organisms 
may  often  be  gradually  accustomed  to  an  existence  and  active  life  on  or 
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in  the  ordinary  media  of  the  laboratory.  Thus  it  has  not  taken  many 
years  to  "  force "  the  l)acillus  of  tuberculosis  to  grow  on  such  ordinary 
substances  as  glycerine  agar-agar ;  yet  when  Koch  first  separated  this 
bacillus,  it  was  with  serum  only  that  he  could  succeed.  Again,  it  is 
a  common  experience,  on  first  separating  an  organism  from  the  living 
animal,  to  find  that  it  grows  slowly  or  with  difficulty  on  agar-agar ;  but 
if  frequently  transferred  from  one  tube  of  agar-agar  to  another,  it  will 
soon  become  adapted  to  this  soil. 

Classification  of  Miero-Opganisms. — These  observations,  made  in  the 
laboratory  and  at  the  bedside,  in  respect  to  the  question  of  soil  have  led 
us  to  make  the  following  classification  : — 

1.  The  ixirasitic  micro-organisms,  which  are  capable  of  developing 
and  thriving  in  living  animal  tissues. 

2.  The  saprophytic  micro-organisms,  which  can  live  outside  living 
animal  tissues,  that  is,  on  dead  or  dying  tissues,  or  on  mineral  and  in- 
organic substances,  or  on  vegetable  matter. 

The  parasites  are  again  subdivided  into  {a)  obligatory  parasites,  and  {h) 
facultative  saprophytes.  The  foi'mer  are  restricted  exclusively  to  living 
animal  tissues,  while  the  latter,  after  leaving  them,  can  continue  to  exist 
outside  the  living  animal  body  also — although,  jjerhaps,  they  only  attain 
full  vigour  and  development  when  they  find  their  resting-place  in  the 
living  tissues.  Similarly  the  saprophytes  also  are  classified  as  (a)  obligatory 
sapropJiytes,  and  {b)  the  facultative  parasites.  After  what  has  been  said  the 
meaning  of  these  names  is  obvious.  Now  organisms  which  can  be  grown 
in  or  on  the  usiial  laboratory  media  are  not,  strictly  speaking,  obligatory 
parasites,  for  they  possess  the  faculty  of  living  on  dead  matter  outside 
the  animal  body.  Later  we  shall  see  that  a  full  grasp  of  this  classification 
is  of  the  utmost  importance  in  the  aetiology,  prevention,  and  hygienic 
treatment  of  infective  diseases.  However,  we  must  realise  that  we  know 
very  little  of  the  natural  life  and  habitat  of  most  pathogenetic  organisms  ; 
and  that  often  when  we  argue  that  certain  infective  organisms  cannot 
find,  or  can  but  rarely  find,  suitable  conditions  for  growth  outside  the 
animal  body,  we  may  be  arguing  from  ignorance.  More  than  one 
organism,  once  thought  to  be  a  true  parasite,  has  gradually  been  degraded 
to  the  less  dignified  position  of  a  facultative  saprophyte  or  facultative 
parasite.  The  tubercle  bacillus,  for  instance,  has  been  shown  to  grow  well 
on  ordinary  potatoes,  on  bread,  boiled  tiu-nips  and  macaroni  under  aerobic 
as  well  as  anaerobic  conditions,  at  the  ordinary  room  temperatiu'e  and 
at  blood  heat ;  it  is  certainly  therefore  a  facultative  saprophyte.  To  this 
question  we  shall  return. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  organisms  found  in  the  animal  body  are, 
firstly,  not  necessarily  parasitic ;  and,  secondly,  not  necessarily  harmful. 
It  is  true,  so  far  as  we  know,  that  the  normal  blood  and  tissues  do  not 
contain  micro-organisms  ;  but  micro-organisms  are  invariably  found  on  the 
mucous  and  cutaneous  surfaces  and  near  their  various  outlets.  They  are 
also  found  in  many  secretions  and  excretions,  for  example,  the  saliva  and 
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fffices,  which  are  readily  contaminated  with  bacteria.  Now  it  is  obvious 
that  such  organisms  are  generally  either  saprophytes  or  at  most  facultative 
parasites.  Again,  many  of  these  organisms  may  be  of  distinct  and  special 
benefit  to  the  host.  It  is  well  known  that  plants  thrive  badly  when  grown 
in  sterile  earth  and  nourished  with  sterile  food.  Similar  experiments  have 
not  yet  been  made  on  the  higher  animals  ;  but  it  is  probable  that  an 
animal  kept  and  nourished  under  strictly  aseptic  conditions  would  thrive 
as  badly  as  would  a  plant.  Many  of  the  organisms  found  in  the  human 
body — especially  those  on  the  mucous  surfaces  of  the  alimentary  tract — 
may  have  become  necessary  to  our  metabolic  activity.  Microbes  which 
are  tolerated  and  harboured  by  the  body,  which  grow  and  thrive  with 
it,  and  seem  even  to  contribute  to  its  welfare,  are  not  parasites,  but  are 
said  to  live  with  it  in  symbiosis ;  they  are  "  commensal." 


III.  Products  of  Bacterial  Activity 

The  bactei'ia,  while  growing  in  the  tissues,  or  when  cultivated  in  an 
artificial  medium  such  as  broth,  remove  and  use  up  certain  substances 
for  their  own  nutrition ;  but  they  also,  by  means  of  their  protoplasmic 
activity,  manufacture  others  which  either  pass  into  the  broth  and  are 
there  held  in  solution,  or  produce  secondary  changes  in  the  broth  by 
fermentation  or  other  chemical  interaction.  It  is  obvious,  then,  that  the 
liquid  or  medium  in  which  bacteria  are  growing  may  become  altered 
{a)  by  the  assimilation  of  nutritive  material  by  the  organisms  ;  (b)  by  the 
products  of  secretion  elaborated  and  given  out  by  the  bacterial  cell ;  and 
(c)  by  subsequent  secondary  changes  induced  by  these  products. 

The  sum  total  of  these  chemical  and  physiological  changes  constitutes 
all  that  is  included  under  the  term  "bacterial  products."  These  products 
are  not  necessarily  toxic  when  tested  on  the  ordinary  laboratory  animals. 
It  will  be  found  that  any  one  pathogenetic  organism  manufactures  a 
series  of  substances,  of  which  some  are  harmless,  others  poisonous  ;  even 
these  latter  indeed  are  not  equally  poisonous,  but  differ  in  kind  and  in 
degree  of  activity.  No  doubt  the  specific  symptoms  and  phenomena  of 
most  infective  diseases  are  due  to  specific  poisonous  agents ;  but  we  must 
be  careful  not  to  lose  sight  of  the  complex  nature  of  bacterial  chemical 
changes  which  in  the  body  lead  to  a  series  of  secondary  symptoms,  no 
less  important  perhaps  than  the  more  striking  specific  ones.  Unfortunately 
the  language  of  the  bacteriological  chemist  is  at  present  far  from  exact. 
The  processes  of  bacterial  activity  are  extremely  complex,  and  until  we 
know  more  of  them,  we  are  compelled  to  use  such  general  terms  as 
"bacterial  products,"  "toxins,"  and  "virus."  For  instance,  when  diph- 
theria bacilli  are  grown  in  a  flask  of  broth,  the  liquid  is  said  to  contain 
the  bacterial  products ;  but  many  of  the  substances  held  in  solution 
by  the  liquid  may  not  have  been  primarily  produced  by  the  bacteria, 
but  by  a  secondary  fermentative  action.  Bacteriological  chemistry  is  a 
young  branch  of  science,  and  as  yet  even  more  backward  than  physio- 
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logical  chemistry  ;  we  shall  therefore  restrict  ourselves  here  to  a  few 
of  the  more  familiar  points  of  theoretical  and  practical  importance. 

The  assimilated  substances  are  employed  (a)  for  the  purpose  of 
building  up  the  bacterial  cell,  and  (I))  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing 
certain  substances  which  are  afterwards  discharged  from  the  bacterial 
cell  by  a  process  of  secretion  or  excretion.  For  us  the  substances 
eliminated  by  the  bacterial  cells  and  the  secondary  products  elaborated 
by  these  substances  from  the  culture  medium  are  of  the  greatest  import- 
ance. We  shall  first  take  a  general  survey  of  the  chemical  bodies  obtained 
from  bacterial  cultures,  that  is,  not  from  any  one  culture  in  particular, 
but  from  a  large  variety  of  cultures  taken  collectively  : — the  scope  of 
bacterial  chemistry. 

1.  Gases  are  formed  or  given  off  by  many  organisms,  for  example,  the  an- 
aerobic bacteria,  the  many  varieties  of  bacillus  coli  communis,  and  numer- 
ous putrefactive  organisms.  Among  these  gases  are  COg,  H,  CH^,  H,S  and 
NH3.  CO9  no  doubt  is  given  out  by  all  organisms.  Some,  however, 
possess  the  power  of  forming  gas  to  such  an  amount  that,  when  grown 
suitably  in  solid  media,  large  gas  bubbles  will  appear  in  the  substance 
of  the  gelatine  and  the  agar-agar ;  and  when  placed  in  the  animal  body, 
gas  will  be  formed  sometimes  also  in  the  tissues,  to  such  an  extent  as  to 
produce  an  emphysematous  condition  (some  forms  of  septic  gangrene, 
malignant  cedema,  "  schaumleber,"  symptomatic  anthrax). 

2.  Fatty  and  oxy-  adds  and  theii-  amido- compounds  are  commonly 
found  in  bacterial  cultures  ;  for  example,  acetic,  propionic,  butyric,  and 
lactic  acids  and  their  compounds ;  also  leucin  and  other  amides. 

3.  Of  importance  also  are  the  bodies  belonging  to  the  aromatic 
series,  such  as  tyrosin,  phenol,  cresol,  which  are  oftenest  found  in  fer- 
menting and  putrefying  mixtures. 

4.  Many  organisms  are  capalde  of  forming  indol,  a  substance  well 
known  to  the  physiologist,  which  is  formed  almost  certainly  by  bacterial 
action  from  proteids  by  a  process  of  decomposition  during  their  stay  in 
the  intestine.  It  is  manufactured  by  many  putrefactive  organisms,  by 
the  bacterium  coli,  and  numerous  choleraic  vibrios. 

5.  Some  organisms  are  chromogenetic,  that  is,  they  secrete  or  manufacture 
pigments.  The  latter  may  occasionally  be  contained  in  the  substance  of 
the  organism  (intracellular),  more  commonly  in  the  medium  outside 
(extracellular)  ;  sometimes  they  impart  a  general  diffuse  colour  to  their 
surroundings,  a  colour  varying  in  intensity  with  the  medium  in  or  on 
which  the  bacteria  flourish.  The  range  of  colours  is  very  wide.  Thus 
red  colouring  matter  is  formed  by  the  bacillus  prodigiosus  ;  green  or  blue 
by  the  bacillus  pyocyaneus  and  the  bacillus  fluorescens ;  yellow  by 
many  sarcinaj,  bacilli,  and  staphylococci ;  violet  by  the  B.  violaceus 
and  the  B.  ianthinus.  The  pigment  formation  depends  («)  on  the 
nature  and  consistence  of  the  medium,  being  most  marked  as  a 
rule  on  a  solid  one ;  {h)  on  the  presence  of  air  and  oxygen  (thus  the 
bacillus  prodigiosus  does  not  form  pigment  in  the  depth  of  a  gelatine 
tube) ;  (c)  on  the  temperature  (some  organisms  like  the  bacillus  prodigio- 
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sus  refuse  to  form  their  colouring  matter  in  the  warm  incubator) ;  (d) 
on  the  activity  of  the  light  to  which  the  organisms  are  exposed  (sunlight 
often  prevents  colour  formation,  and  may  cause  the  pigment  to  disappear 
after  it  has  once  appeared). 

6.  Lastly,  there  are  the  ferments  and  enzymes,  the  'ptomaines,  the  tox- 
albumins,  and  the  products  of  fermentation.  These  substances  to  the  patho- 
logist are  of  the  greatest  importance,  and  they  are  taken  together  here 
on  account  of  their  close  relation,  chemical  or  historical,  one  to  another ; 
also  because  these  bodies  stand  out  prominently  among  the  other  bacterial 
products,  often  as  physiologically  or  pathologically  specific  substances 
which  are  found  only  with  certain  organisms.  The  bacterial  products, 
as  I  should  have  said  before,  are  either  general  or  indifferent,  that  is, 
such  as  are  common  to  all  or,  at  any  rate,  to  a  large  number  of  micro- 
organisms ;  or  specific,  that  is,  such  as  belong  to  a  few  only. 

Fermentation  is  a  process  by  which  complex  substances  are  split  up 
into  simpler  ones.  It  may  be  (a)  purely  chemical,  initiated  and  effected 
by  the  products  of  secreting  cells ;  or  (h)  vital,  governed  by  the  vital 
phenomena  of  the  cellular  organisms.  In  the  latter  case  we  are  dealing 
with  the  manifestation  of  life  by  the  cells ;  on  their  death  fermentation 
ceases.  The  cellular  organisms  are  the  true  ferments  as  distinguished 
from  the  enzymes  or  chemical  ferments.  The  former  are  destroyed  by 
disinfectants,  notably  chloroform  or  thymol,  substances  which  do  not 
affect  the  activity  of  the  enzymes.  Many  of  the  vegetable  organisms 
secrete  or  form  enzymes,  while  they  themselves  act  as  ferments.  The 
yeast  cells,  for  instance,  manufacture  an  enzyme,  invertin,  which  converts 
cane  sugar  into  dextrose  and  Isevulose ;  but  they  themselves  act  as  an 
alcoholic  ferment  which  changes  the  dextrose  into  alcohol.  Although 
most  enzymes  are  discharged  outwards,  that  is,  are  secreted,  and  act 
extracellularly,  some  of  them  effect  their  fermentative  action  intracellularly, 
that  is,  in  the  substance  of  the  bacterial  cell.  The  micrococcus  (bacillus) 
urese  is  the  best  known  example  of  an  organism,  capable  of  forming  an 
enzyme,  acting  intracellularly.  From  the  dead  bodies  of  these  organisms  a 
substance  can  be  separated  which  will  change  urea  into  ammonium  car- 
bonate. It  is  important  thus  to  distinguish  between  ferments  and  enzymes. 

Among  the  enzymes  the  following  have  been  separated  or  isolated  : — 

(1)  Diastatic  enzymes,  which  convert  starches  into  glucose  or  dextrose, 
have  been  found  in  lactic  acid  bacilli,  and  in  certain  intestinal  germs. 

(2)  Invertin,  an  enzyme  capable  of  changing  cane  sugar  into  dextrose, 
is  found  in  intestinal  bacteria,  in  yeast  cultures,  and  in  lactic  acid 
bacilli.  (3)  Many  organisms  are  capable  of  peptonising  proteids,  that 
is,  of  converting  them  into  albumoses  or  peptones.  The  liquefaction  of 
gelatine,  a  property  of  a  large  number  of  bacteria,  seems  to  be  due 
to  peptonisation.  (4)  The  presence  of  bacteria  in  milk  often  produces 
coagulation  or  curdling.  The  bacillus  coli  communis  is  one  of  the  most 
active  organisms  in  this  direction.  There  are  other  enzymes,  as  for 
instance  those  capable  of  dissolving  cellulose  and  of  splitting  up  urea, 
but  they  are  of  less  importance. 
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Some  of  these  enzymes  have  been  prepared  from  bacterial  cultures 
in  a  more  or  less  pure  state.  Such  enzymes,  forming  peptones,  dextrose, 
and  other  substances  which  remain  in  solution,  must  greatly  alter  the 
composition  of  the  media  in  which  the  bacteria  are  growing.  Peptones 
and  albumoses  are  the  commonest  substances  found  in  such  albuminous 
media,  as  alkali -albumin  and  serum,  and  imdoubtedly  they  owe  their 
origin  to  fermentative  processes ;  of  these  we  shall  speak  later.  Besides 
manufacturing  these  specialised  enzymes,  many  of  the  pathogenetic 
organisms  may  act  as  living  ferments,  and  by  complex  changes  produce 
specific  substances  in  the  media  in  which  they  grow,  in  other  words,  they 
may  produce  fermentation. 

We  see,  then,  that  in  any  bacterial  culture,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
yeast  cells,  two  kinds  of  fermentation  may  go  on  at  the  same  time,  («)  that 
produced  by  chemical  substances — the  secretion  of  bacteria  in  this  par- 
ticular case — a  process  comparable  to  peptic  fermentation  ;  {h)  that  carried 
on  by  living  organisms.  Of  this  vital  fermentation  in  disease  at  present 
we  know  but  little.  The  best  known  forms  of  vital  fermentation  do  not 
play  a  part — or  but  a  small  part — in  disease  ;  they  are  (a)  alcoholic 
(yeast) ;  (li)  lactic  (bacillus  acidi  lactici)  ;  (c)  butyric  (bacillus  butyricus) ; 
and  id)  acetic  fermentation.  Fermentative  processes  are  obviously  capable 
of  altering  the  chemical  composition  of  a  nutrient  medium  in  a  striking 
manner. 

Neither  the  ferments  nor  the  enzymes  are  used  up  in  the  processes 
Avhich  they  initiate ;  on  the  contrary,  up  to  a  certain  point,  the  ferment 
cells  multiply  in  the  nutritive  solution.  The  amount  of  enzymes  present 
must  of  course  depend  on  the  number  of  organisms.  A  nominal  quantity 
of  ferment  cells  suffices  to  produce  extensive  fermentative  changes ;  this, 
however,  is  also  true  of  many  enzymes,  as,  for  instance,  of  some  milk- 
curdling  enzymes  ;  roughly,  however,  the  effect  produced  by  the  enzymes 
varies  directly  as  the  quantity  used. 

As  fermentation,  like  putrefaction,  is  a  hydrolytic  process,  both 
enzymes  and  ferments  require  water  to  liberate  their  power ;  boiling 
destroys  them,  so  does  cooling ;  and  the  retention  of  the  products  of  their 
activity  eventually  inhibits  and  impairs  fermentation.  Although  the 
enzymes  are  capable  of  acting  under  anaerobic  conditions,  the  ferment 
cells  cannot  permanently  do  without  oxygen ;  yet  a  temporary  reduction 
of  the  oxygen-supply  will  often  raise  their  fermentative  activity. 

Of  the  true  chemical  nature  of  the  enzymes  Ave  are  ignorant.  They 
are  probably  proteins,  soluble  in  water  but  not  diffusible,  and  precipitated 
by  ammonium  sulphate  and  alcohol.  In  aqueous  solution  they  lose  their 
fermentative  properties  when  heated  to  60°-80°  C,  though  when  dry  they 
will  resist  temperatures  of  100°-150°  C.  In  glycerine  solution  they 
retain  their  power  almost  indefinitely.  As  a  rule  they  are  easily  carried 
down  mechanically  from  their  solution  by  various  methods  of  indifferent 
precipitation,  as  by  calcium  phosphate,  cholestearin,  etc.  It  is  important 
to  keep  in  mind  this  readiness  of  the  enzymes  to  come  down  on  precipi- 
tation ;  because  it  is  quite  possible  that  some  of  the  many  discrepancies 
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which  make  the  subject  of  bacterial  chemistry  so  perplexing  are  due  to 
imperfect  knowledge  of  the  difficulty  of  successfully  separating  the  (so- 
called)  enzymes.  To  this  matter  we  shall  come  back  in  a  final  review 
of  the  present  position. 

The  ptomaines  are  certain-  basic  compounds  formed  by  the  action  of 
bacteria  on  dead  albuminous  substances ;  they  include  highly  toxic  sub- 
stances which  have  been  compared  to  alkaloids,  and  have  been  called 
animal  alkaloids.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  however,  they  differ  considerably 
from  the  vegetable  alkaloids,  being  amines  (mostly  di-amines) ;  and  they 
are  formed  most  commonly  in  the  early  stages  of  putrefactive  processes. 
Brieger  has  separated  ptomaines  from  cultures  of  the  typhoid  bacillus, 
the  cholera  vibrio,  and  the  bacillus  of  tetanus ;  and  Leber  obtained 
phlogosin  from  the  staphylococcus  aureus  and  the  streptococcus  pyogenes. 
These  bodies,  with  a  longer  series  separated  from  various  decomposing 
tissues,  are  highly  toxic ;  it  was  therefore  assumed  at  one  time  that 
the  characteristic  symptoms  of  many  infective  diseases  are  produced 
by  these  ptomaines,  and  the  symptoms  of  many  food  intoxications  and 
of  cei'tain  intestinal  infections  are  still  attributed  to  an  absorption  of 
these  substances  from  the  intestinal  tract.  Dr.  Cunningham,  for  instance, 
regards,  and  possibly  with  justice,  Asiatic  cholera  as  an  intoxication 
by  ptomaines  formed  by  the  bacteria  of  that  disease. 

Without  entering  deeply  into  this  question,  we  may  take  it  as  certain 
that  there  are  many  pathogenetic  bacteria  which  manufacture  no 
ptomaines ;  or,  at  any  rate,  whose  ptomaines  when  administered  to  an 
animal  produce  none  of  the  specific  symptoms  associated  with  the  disease  ; 
lastly,  the  amount  of  ptomaines  separable  from  large  and  copious 
bacterial  cultures  is  so  very  small  that  in  many  cases  a  doubt  of  the 
specific  importance  of  these  substances  is  justifiable.  Moreover,  many  of 
Brieger's  specific  ptomaines  have  not  stood  the  test  of  time — for  example, 
his  tetanin,  spasmotoxin,  and  tetanotoxin,  on  which,  indeed,  he  himself 
has  turned  his  back.  Sidney  Martin  found  an  alkaloidal  basic  body  in 
anthrax  cultures,  and  in  the  tissues  of  animals  dead  of  anthrax ;  but  it 
was  always  accompanied  by  other  toxic  substances.  In  most  cases 
chemical  analysis  has  failed,  with  new  methods  in  competent  hands,  to 
detect  specific  ptomaines.  No  doubt  many  of  the  ptomaines,  where 
found,  produce  injurious  effects  ;  but  before  we  can  concede  much  import- 
ance to  them  we  must  be  satisfied  that  they  are  capable  of  reproducing 
the  characteristic  symptoms.  Anyhow,  it  seems  that  at  present  the 
ptomaine  theory  has  lost  ground,  and  in  many  quarters  has  been  given 
up  —  it  was  merely  a  phase.  Undoubtedly  ptomaines  exist,  often 
appear  during  early  decomposition  and  putrefaction  [see  article  on 
"  Ptomaine  Poisoning  "],  and  are  found  in  certain  cases  of  food-poisoning 
and  in  some  forms  of  disease ;  but  it  is  erroneous  to  put  down  all 
bacterial  toxins  as  ptomaines.  Two  further  matters  may  be  mentioned 
in  this  elementary  sketch,  namely,  that  not  all  ptomaines  are  poisonous,^ 

^  Brieger  in  his  classification  applies  the  term  "toxins  "  to  the  poisonous  ptomaines,  the 
term  "ptomaines  "  to  those  which  are  not  poisonous — a  useless  method  of  classifying. 
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and  also  that  some  ptomaines  are  extremely  resistant  to  high  degrees 
of  temperature. 

With  the  discoveries  of  toxic  albumoses  in  bacterial  cultures,  by  Mr. 
Hankin  and  Dr.  Sidney  Martin,  the  ptomaines  were  more  or  less  lost 
sight  of,  and  fresh  paths  of  research  were  opened  up.  Weir  Mitchell 
and  Reichert  had  already  shown  that  the  toxic  principles  of  snake  venom 
are  albuminous  substances,  they  supposed  them  to  be  mostly  toxic 
peptones.  Later  it  was  demonstrated  that  they  are  not  peptones  but 
albumoses.  Others  followed  ujj  these  researches,  and  of  great  importance 
were  Sidney  Martin's  investigations  on  abrin,  which  he  also  proved  to  be  a 
toxic  albumose.  Indeed  it  soon  appeared  that  a  fairly  large  number  of 
highly  and  even  intensely  poisonous  substances,  whether  derived  from 
the  animal  by  glandular  activity,  or  from  seeds  of  plants,  or  from 
bacterial  cultures,  owe  their  toxic  properties  to  albumoses.  Hence  these 
peptone-like  substances  came  to  be  regarded  as  the  specific  poisons  of 
pathogenetic  bacteria,  and  this  the  more  as  they  were  obtained  from  a 
series  of  organisms.  When  Roux  and  Yersin  had  precipitated  the  active 
principle  from  diphtheria  cultures,  which  they  called  an  enzyme  ;  and  when 
Brieger  and  Frankel,  working  with  different  methods,  had  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  diphtheria  toxin  is  an  albuminous  body,  or  a  "tox- 
albumin,"  Sidney  Martin  showed  that  from  diphtheria  cultures  in  alkali- 
albumin  toxic  albumoses  can  be  obtained  which,  injected  into  a  guinea-pig 
or  rabbit,  produce  all  the  classical  lesions  of  the  disease.  But,  before 
Martin's  researches,  chemists  had  already  suspected  that  the  diphtheritic 
toxalbumins  of  Brieger  and  Frankel  were  really  albumoses.  Albumoses 
have  also  been  found  in  cholera  and  pneumococcus  cultiu-es,  and  in  Koch's 
tuberculin.  Gradually,  however,  it  became  evident  that  many  of  the 
bacterial  toxins  do  not  react  as  albumoses,  but  that  some  answer  to  pep- 
tone tests,  others  behave  more  like  globulins,  and  so  forth.  It  seemed, 
then,  that  from  bacterial  cultures  various  kinds  of  poisonous  albumins 
or  proteids  or  albuminoid  bodies  may  be  separated,  and  hence  the 
general  term  toxalbumins  was  applied  by  Briegei'  and  Frankel  to  all  of  them. 

It  is  quite  true  that  from  several  bactei'ial  cultures  (B.  anthracis 
and  B.  diphtherise)  toxic  albumoses  can  be  separated,  if  the  organisms 
be  grown  on  an  alkaline  serum  free  from  peptone ;  and  these 
albumoses,  when  injected  into  the  animal  body,  will  produce  the 
lesions  characteristic  of  anthrax  and  diphtheria :  but  it  is  equally 
true  that  specific  albumoses  are  not  to  be  obtained  from  all  patho- 
genetic bacteria.  If,  however,  we  use  the  more  general  name  tox- 
albumin  in  the  sense  defined  above,  it  may  be  said  that  specific  tox- 
albumins have  been  found  in  anthrax,  diphtheria,  pneumonia,  in  almost 
all  infective  diseases,  and  in  most  cultures  of  pathogenetic  bacteria. 
Toxalbumin,  however,  is  an  inaccurate  name,  since  it  would  include 
practically  only  the  true  albumins  and  the  globulins,  and  would  exclude 
the  proteins  (nucleo-albumins)  and  the  albuminoid  substances. 

Now  the  albumoses  and  peptones  which  constitute  so  important  a  series 
among  the  bacterial  products  may  be  derived  by  hydrolytic  processes  from 
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any  one  of  those  albuminous  or  albuminoid  substances  including  the 
nucleo-albumins,  and,  strictly  speaking,  they  are  not  covered  by  the 
name  albumin.  It  is  better,  therefore,  to  follow  Neumeister,  and  to 
speak  of  toxic  proteins,  which  designation  includes  the  albumins,  the 
proteids,  and  the  albuminoid  bodies.  Taking  this  wider  view,  we  shall 
meet  with  fewer  difficulties  than  if  we  restrict  ourselves  to  the  terms 
toxalbumins  or  to  albumoses.  In  the  case  of  snake  venom,  for  instance, 
we  find  that  their  composition  is  anything  but  uniform ;  some  contain 
toxic  globulins,  others  albumoses,  primary  and  secondary,  others  perhaps 
peptones  \yide  art.  on  "Snake  Poisoning"].  In  abrin,  again,  there 
are  both  an  albumin  and  a  globulin ;  toxic  proteins  exist  also  in 
ricin  and  other  similar  substances ;  and  we  have  seen  that  the  nature 
of  the  bacterial  products  may  vary  considerably. 

Many  of  these  proteins  may  be  precipitated  in  an  amorphous  form 
from  the  culture  medium  in  which  the  bacteria  grow ;  when  in  solution 
they  are  generally  readily  destroyed  by  heat  (snake  poison,  however,  less 
readily),  and  are  rendered  atoxic  by  the  action  of  the  digestive  secretions. 
In  a  dry  state,  like  enzymes,  they  resist  heat  better ;  and  they  often 
resemble  the  enzymes  in  this  also,  that  they  set  up  their  toxic  effects 
when  injected  in  extremely  minute  doses ;  so  that  they  would  seem  to 
act  not  directly  on  the  tissues,  but,  after  the  manner  of  enzymes,  to 
produce  a  kind  of  toxic  fermentation. 

Summary. — We  have  seen  that  by  Brieger's  researches  the  atten- 
tion of  the  scientific  world  was  directed  towards  the  poisonous  ptomaines, 
but  we  soon  learnt  that  the  part  which  these  play  in  infective  diseases 
can  only  be  one  of  secondary  importance ;  next  we  were  taught  to  look 
for  the  secret  of  these  diseases  in  toxic  albumins,  albumoses,  or,  in  short, 
in  toxic  proteins,  that  is,  in  substances  reacting  like  proteins  (albumins, 
globulins,  albumoses,  etc.),  which  cannot  be  chemically  distinguished 
from  ordinary  known  proteins,  but  are  endowed  with  toxic  properties. 
Duclaux  and  others,  however,  have  raised  a  protest  against  this  view, 
and  have  always  assumed  that  the  toxo-proteins  in  reality  are  mixtures 
of  albuminous,  proteid,  or  albuminoid  bodies  with  the  true  toxins,  the 
latter  being  carried  down  mechanically  during  precipitation  ;  and  recent 
researches  have  shown  that,  if  for  the  purpose  of  cultivation  a  non- 
albuminous  solution  be  employed,  the  result  is  not  an  albumose  or  a 
globulin  or  a  toxalbumin,  but  an  indefinite  body,  perhaps  albuminoid  in 
nature,  and  allied  to  the  enzymes  and  ferments.  Brieger  and  Cohn  have 
demonstrated  that  it  is  possible  to  purify  the  toxin  of  tetanus  (which, 
when  obtained  from  broth,  appears  to  be  a  toxalbumin)  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  rid  it  more  or  less  completely  from  all  the  albuminous  and 
albuminoid  substances  clinging  to  it ;  and  Sidney  Martin,  although  his 
researches  are  as  yet  unpublished,  has  confirmed  this  in  a  most  striking 
manner.  He  has  shown  the  presence  of  albumoses  in  tetanus  cultures, 
which,  however,  are  simply  pyrogenetic  in  their  action ;  the  true  toxin 
which  is  obtained  after  the  removal  of  the  toxalbumins  is  not  an 
albumin,  nor  a  proteid,  nor  of  course  a  ptomaine. 
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We  see,  then,  how  obscure  the  whole  subject  still  is,  and  that  the 
name  given  to  a  bacterial  toxin  apparently  varies  within  certain  limits 
with  the  culture  medium  used.  The  albumoses  are  supposed  to  be  formed 
by  "a  process  of  fermentation,  the  bacterial  cell  secreting  an  enzyme  which, 
acting  on  the  albumin  in  the  culture  medium,  splits  it  up  into  albumoses  ; 
as  the  peptic  cells  in  the  gastric  mucous  membrane  secrete  the  pejisin 
which,  acting  on  the  proteids  in  the  stomach,  converts  them  first  into 
albumoses.  However  tempting  this  opinion  may  be  on  account  of  its  sim- 
plicity, in  the  light  of  more  recent  researches  it  can  hardly  be  regarded 
as  conclusive.  Most  investigators,  while  preparing  the  toxins  from 
bacterial  cultures,  use  media  which  already  contain  peptones  or  albumoses; 
we  do  not  wonder  then  that,  on  precipitation  with  alcohol  or  ammonium 
sulphate,  they  obtain  toxic  albumoses,  or  in  short  toxalbumins.  True, 
Sidney  Martin  used  a  medium  free  from  albumoses  and  peptones,  but 
containing  alkali  albumin ;  and  on  growing  anthrax  and  diphtheria  bacilli 
in  such  a  solution  he  eventually  obtained  toxic  albumoses  :  it  would  seem, 
then,  that  these  bacilli  either  act  as  ferments,  or  secrete  enzymes,  which 
change  the  alkali  albumin  into  toxic  albumoses.  So  far  as  diphtheria  is  con- 
cerned, he  inclines  to  the  view  that  its  bacillus  secretes  an  enzyme  ;  for  out 
of  the  diphtheritic  membranes  a  proteid  substance  may  be  extracted  which 
does  not  give  albumose  or  peptone  reactions,  and  yet  produces  the  same 
effect  on  the  animal  as  the  albumoses,  though  administered  in  much  smaller 
doses.  Martin  therefore  argues  that  the  bacilli  set  free  an  enzyme  which, 
by  hydrolysis,  converts  the  albumin  into  albumoses,  which  latter,  acting  as 
poisons,  produce  the  true  diphtheritic  lesions  in  the  animal.  He  finds 
also  that  they  form  identical  substances  (albumoses)  from  the  proteids  of 
the  human  body.  "  It  may  be,"  he  says,  "  that  the  chemical  substances 
which  are  especially  poisonous  are  produced  by  means  of  an  unorganised  fer- 
ment (that  is,  an  enzyme)  secreted  by  the  bacillus,  and  in  diphtheria  there 
is  evidence  to  show  that  this  enzyme  plays  a  direct  and  important  patho- 
logical part.  In  this  disease,  in  which  the  bacillus  is  limited  to  the  super- 
ficial parts  of  the  membrane,  and  does  not  diffuse  itself  throughout  the 
body,  something  is  secreted  by  the  bacillus  and  then  absorbed  into  the 
system,  in  the  tissues  of  which  are  afterwards  found  certain  digested  products 
(that  is,  albumoses)."  This  secretion  of  the  bacillus  may  be  looked  upon 
as  an  enzyme  ;  so  that  Martin's  conclusion  is  that  the  bacillus  diphtherife 
liberates  an  enzyme  which  digests  the  proteids  of  the  body  or  of  the 
culture  medium,  forming  toxic  albumoses,  and  that  the  latter  produce 
the  characteristic  morbid  changes.  The  toxic  diphtheria  products  in  the 
body  do  not  all  come  directly  from  the  membrane,  the  albumoses  do  not 
merely  accumulate  in  the  tissues  ;  it  is  more  probable  that  the  enzyme, 
absorbed  from  the  meml)rane,  by  digesting  the  tissue  proteids  forms  toxic 
albumoses.  Martin  gives  a  useful  table,  which  is  here  reproduced  in 
slightly  altered  form,  to  contrast  the  chemical  pathology  of  anthrax  and 
diphtheria  with  the  physiological  processes  of  peptic  and  tryptic  fermenta- 
tion : — 
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Digestion  Process. 

Origin  of  Enzyme. 

Enzyme. 

Products  of 
Fermentation. 

Peptic. 

Peptic  cells. 

Pepsin. 

A  1  rtii  Ttl  n<2pc: 

Peptones. 

Ti-yptic. 

Pancreatic  cells. 

Trypsin. 

Globulin  -like 
body.  Peptone. 

Anthrax. 

B.  anthracis. 

Albumoses. 
Peptone. 

Diphtheria. 

B.  diphtheriee. 

Enzynie  of  Ronx 
and  Yersin,  and 
of  Martin,  found 
in  membrane. 

Albumoses. 

Martin  does  not  fall  into  the  error  of  applying  this  scheme  to  all 
infective  organisms  alike ;  he  shows  that  the  albumoses  which  may  be 
separated  in  the  case  of  tetanus,  though  not  innocuous,  do  not  possess 
the  specific  characters  of  the  tetanic  poison ;  and,  as  above  mentioned, 
the  toxin  of  tetanus  is  not  an  albuminous  or  proteid  substance.  Yet,  so 
far  as  diphtheria  and  anthrax  are  concerned,  his  views  undoubtedly  are 
that  the  pathogenetic  bacteria  are  capable  of  digesting  proteids  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  produce  the  agents  which  set  up  the  symptoms  in  these  infec- 
tive disorders.  This  conception  of  the  problem  is  very  tempting,  but  it  is 
also  beset  with  difficulties.  Thus  the  proteolytic  action  of  the  so-called 
diphtheria  enzyme  has  never  yet  been  demonstrated ;  this  so-called 
enzyme  may  be  the  true  toxin  which  is  diffused  throughout  the  body  at 
the  same  time  as  albumoses  are  formed,  and  on  precipitation  the  two 
substances  may  be  carried  down  together  \yide  art.  "  Diphtheria  "].  In 
tetanus,  certainly,  the  albumoses  are  of  secondary  importance. 

But  the  greatest  difficulty  is  presented  by  the  researches  of  Uschinsky 
and  Buchner.  The  latter  excluded  albuminous  substances  from  their  culture 
media  by  using  solutions  containing  asparagin  and  mineral  salts  ;  and  on 
growing  tetanus  and  diphtheria  bacilli  in  such  solutions,  they  oljtained 
the  active  and  specific  toxins  of  tetanus  and  diphtheria  as  bodies  clearly 
allied  to  the  albuminoid  substances,  but  not  classifiable  or  definable  except 
by  their  reactions.  They  are  therefore  disinclined  to  accept  the  view  that 
the  bacterial  poisons  are  formed  by  a  fermentative  action  from  the 
albuminous  substances  of  the  body  or  culture  media  :  they  regard  them  as 
direct  products  of  the  bacterial  cells,  that  is,  as  direct  derivatives  from  the 
cell  plasma,  which,  as  such,  must  necessarily  share  the  specific  properties 
of  the  bacterial  cell  whence  they  came.  As  yet  it  has  been  impossible  to 
separate  these  substances  from  albuminous  solutions  in  a  pure  state, 
because  all  the  reagents  which  precipitate  them  will  also  carry  down 
simultaneously  the  albuminous  and  proteid  bodies  contained  in  those  solu- 
tions.   Buchner  does  not  pictiire  to  himself  the  action  of  these  toxins  as 
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a  fermentative  one,  chiefly  perhaps  because  within  certain  limits  the 
rapidity  and  the  intensitj^  of  the  effect  produced  vary  with  the  dose 
administered.  Yet  it  is  a  striking  fact,  of  which  we  can  readily  obtain 
evidence,  that  many  of  the  bacterial  and  animal  toxalbumins  produce 
fatal  lesions  in  minute  doses ;  and,  what  is  still  more  wonderful,  that  a 
so-called  minimal  lethal  dose  will  often  be  followed  by  no  manifest  signs 
or  changes  for  some  days,  and  then  after  a  period  of  latency  symptoms 
of  astonishing  acuteness  may  suddenly  appear  ;  and,  lastly,  that  "  sub- 
lethal "  doses  frequently  lead  to  slow  wasting,  exhaustion,  prostration 
and  death.  It  would  be  useless  Avith  our  present  knowledge  to  speculate  on 
the  meaning  of  these  phenomena,  to  which  there  is  no  analogy  in  ordinary 
toxicology.  We  cannot  as  yet  answer  the  following  questions — whether 
the  toxins  are  themselves  the  poison,  or  whether  they  are  poison-producing 
enzymes  ;  or,  again,  on  what  the  prolonged  slow  action  of  the  toxins  under 
special  conditions  depends.  In  the  case  of  enzymes,  such  as  pepsin 
and  invertin,  we  must  carefully  distinguish  between  their  fermentative 
and  their  toxic  actions.  When  injected  into  the  animal  body  they  pro- 
duce rise  of  temperature,  general  disturbances  and  death,  acting  not  by 
means  of  fermentation,  but  as  direct  poisons. 

To  come  back  to  the  chemical  nature  of  the  toxins  :  we  have  seen  that 
during  the  fermentative  changes  produced  by  the  bacteria,  besides  the 
direct  products  of  fermentation,  there  are  other  substances  also  which  we 
may  regard  as  the  secreta  or  excreta ;  that  is,  as  the  metabolic  or  waste 
products  of  the  bacteria.  In  most  cases  it  is  difficult  to  say  with 
certainty  what  they  are.  This,  however,  is  important :  "  If  an  organism 
growing  in  various  media  always  produces  certain  definite  substances,  then 
we  are  forced  to  consider  these  to  be  the  genuine  metabolic  products." 
Now  we  find,  for  instance,  that  if  the  cholera  vibrio  be  cultivated  on 
diff'erent  media,  we  can  extract  a  series  of  substances  different  in  their 
chemical  reactions,  but  all  identically  toxic.  Naturally  the  fermentation 
processes  must  vary  with  the  nutrient  medium  employed,  and  their 
reactions  can  only  be  complete  with  certain  special  media ;  but,  neverthe- 
less, the  metabolic  products  appeal'  to  remain  physiologically  and  patho- 
logically constant :  so  we  may  conclude  with  Wesbrook  that  the  choleraic 
toxin  is  the  constant,  associated  either  with  the  proteins  of  the  nutrient 
medium  or  with  the  products  of  fermentation.  This  seems  more  reason- 
able than  to  assume  that  the  vibrio  may  form  different  chemical  toxins 
with  constant  physiological  or  pathological  properties. 

This  vibrio  forms  an  interesting  illustration  of  the  continual  change  of 
our  opinions.  Brieger  described  no  less  than  six  ptomaines,  all  toxic,  but 
none  specifically  so  ;  Scholl,  growing  the  vibrio  in  eggs,  obtained  a  toxo- 
peptone  ;  Gamaleia  extracted  poisonous  substances  from  the  bodies  of  the 
dead  bacteria,  which  he  classified  as  nucleins  and  nucleo-albumins ;  Voges 
also  sought  for  the  cholera  toxin  in  the  bacterial  cell,  and  regarded  it  as 
an  enzyme,  since  when  obtained  from  suitable  media  it  reacts  neither 
as  an  albumin  nor  albumose  nor  peptone.  Duclaux,  as  previously  stated, 
consistently  refused  to  regard  the  bacterial  products  as  true  proteins,  but 
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argued  that  they  are  special  bodies  of  unknown  nature,  mechanically 
carried  down  during  precipitation,  or  perhaps  forming  compounds  with 
the  proteins.  This  view  of  Duclaux  has  much  in  its  favour  ;  the  chemical 
evidence,  however,  is  still  wanting :  fresh  observations  are  needed. 
In  the  meantime  we  maj'  sum  up  that  among  the  specific  toxins 
there  have  been  found  (a)  ptomaines,  (6)  toxic  proteins,  toxalbumins, 
(c)  nucleo-albumins  and  albuminoid  substances,  id)  ferment-like  bodies 
(enzymes)  secreted  by  the  bacterial  cell ;  and  knowing  as  little  as  we  do, 
it  is  safest  to  apply  to  the  bacterial  poisons  the  general  term  toxin. 

Matters  have  not  been  made  easier  by  Dr.  Klein's  division  of  these 
poisons  into  (a)  intracellular  and  (6)  extracellular  poisons.  Klein  has 
shown  that  the  protoplasm  of  the  bacterial  cells  is  often  highly 
poisonous  3  and  argues,  therefore,  that  many  bacteria  contain  poisonous 
substances  in  their  protoplasm  (intracellular  poisons).  These,  as  a  rule, 
he  says,  produce  none  of  the  specific  symptoms ;  but  when  injected 
into  the  animal  cause  inflammation,  suppuration,  and  often  death. 
They  must  be  distinguished  from  the  "extracellular"  poisons  formed 
by  a  fermentative  or  other  action  on  the  culture  medium,  the  extra- 
cellular poisons  being  the  true  specific  toxins.  Thus,  to  give  an 
example,  the  diphtheria  bacillus,  acting  on  the  surrounding  albuminous 
medium  or  animal  tissue,  forms  its  toxic  albumoses,  that  is,  "  the  extra- 
cellular specific  poisons,"  which  cause  the  classical  symptoms  of  the  disease  ; 
while  within  itself  the  diphtheria  bacillus  contains  the  "  intracellular  non- 
specific poison."  Chemical  analyses  of  the  bacterial  protoplasm  were  made 
before  Klein  byNencki,  who  obtained  from  putrefactive  and  other  organisms 
albuminous  or  albuminoid  bodies  which  he  called  mycoproteins.  These 
resemble  the  true  albumins,  but  are  nevertheless  essentially  different  in 
their  reactions.  These  mycoproteins  undoubtedly  correspond  to  Klein's 
intracellular  poisons. 

Buchner  approaches  Klein  very  closely  in  some  of  his  views.  He 
also  distinguishes  between  "  bacterio-proteins  "  (not  to  be  confounded  with 
Nencki's  mycoproteins)  (that  is,  mycoproteins  or  intracellular  poisons)  and 
the  specific  amorphous  toxins,  which,  however,  he  also  associates  closely 
with  the  cell  protoplasm.  The  former  are  common  to  many  bacteria,  are 
more  resistant  to  heat,  and  when  injected  into  the  animal  body  produce 
inflammation,  suppuration,  and  fever.  According  to  Buchner,  then,  both  the 
bacterio-proteins  and  the  specific  toxins  are  intracellular  poisons  ;  and  this 
seems,  for  the  present  at  least,  the  soundest  view  to  accept,  because  if,  for 
argument's  sake,  we  were  to  accept  Klein's  view,  we  should  find  that  the 
virulence  of  his  so-called  intracellular  poisons  varies,  as  a  rule,  directly  mth 
that  of  his  extracellular  poisons.  Again,  immunity  from  the  intracellular 
poisons  generally,  if  not  always,  implies  also  immunity  from  the  extracellular 
poisons.  It  would  take  us  too  far,  nor  is  it  necessary  at  present,  to  discuss 
these  views  more  fully  ;  I  must  content  myself  with  this  short  mention  of 
them.  I  may,  however,  allude  to  recent  researches  on  yeast  fermenta- 
tion, which  show  that  as  the  yeast  cells  themselves  always  contain  alcohol, 
it  is  quite  possible  that  the  formation  of  alcohol  is  an  intracellular 


528 


SYSTEM  OF  MEDICINE 


process ;  the  alcohol,  which  is  the  analogue  of  the  toxin,  being  secreted 
or  excreted  by  the  cells  into  the  surrounding  mediunni. 

Fuller  accounts  of  the  various  toxins  will  be  found  in  special 
articles.  Here  we  can  admit  only  a  general  summary  of  a  subject  full  of 
speculations,  and  open  to  many  fallacies  due  to  personal  bias  and  to  the 
present  defects  in  our  knowledge  of  physiological  chemistry.  The  chief 
lesson  to  be  derived  from  the  study  of  bacterial  toxicology  is  this,  that 
the  characteristic  symptoms  of  any  infection  are  due  to  toxins ;  there- 
fore in  our  study  of  microbic  disease  our  aim  must  be  to  establish  the 
specificity  of  the  bacterial  products.  Thus  while  dealing  Avith  a  disease, 
such  as  tetanus,  which  is  readily  recognised  by  strikingly  characteristic 
symptoms,  we  must  show,  not  merely  that  these  symptoms  are  produced 
by  injecting  the  bacilli  of  tetanus,  but  that  the  toxins  (or  sterilised  cul- 
tures containing  the  metabolic  products  in  solution)  will  produce  the  same 
symptoms ;  in  other  words,  that  the  toxins  and  microbes  are  alike 
specific.  This  has  already  been  done  for  tetanus,  diphtheria  and  anthrax. 
We  find,  then,  that  the  pathogenetic  bacteria  produce  poisons,  whatever 
their  chemical  nature  may  be,  which,  on  obtaining  entrance  into  the  animal 
body,  will  cause  the  appearance  of  the  specific  symptoms  of  the  disease 
under  consideration. 

We  have  seen  that  the  various  substances,  toxic  and  atoxic,  produced  by 
bacterial  life,  are  manifold  ;  and  that  any  one  organism  may,  and  probably 
does,  foi'm  a  number  of  them,  partly  by  secretion  or  excretion,  and  partly 
by  fermentation.  Thus  we  may  explain  the  complexity  of  the  symptoms  of 
infective  diseases,  the  specific  symptoms  being  caused  by  the  specific 
poisons,  and  the  concomitant  symptoms  by  the  other  substances  formed 
Ijy  bacteria  and  bacterial  fermentation.  We  must  always  remember  that 
as  the  chemical  processes  and  their  products  are  far  from  simple,  their 
effects  must  likewise  be  complex. 

The  fermentative  action,  real  or  apparent,  of  the  pathogenetic 
bacteria  and  their  products  is,  then,  perhaps  their  most  striking  and 
important  property  —  at  least  in  all  general  infective  lesions ;  the 
organisms  themselves  acting  partly  as  ferments,  partly  as  zymo- 
genetic  cells.  The  toxins  often  resemble  enzymes  so  closely  that  the 
general  opinion  inclines  to  place  all  these  bodies  in  one  and  the  same 
chemical  group,  not  as  identical  but  as  allied  bodies.  Hence,  wherever 
in  nature  we  find  fermentation,  real  or  apparent,  the  presence  of 
living  micro-organisms  must  be  suspected ;  though  of  course  we  must  not 
forget  that  certain  zymotic  or  fermentative  processes  appear  to  be  in- 
dependent of  bactei'ia,  as,  for  instance,  intoxication  with  snake  poison. 
Organisms  capable  of  initiating  and  completing  fermentation  have  been 
called  zymogenetic ;  and  since  many  morbid  processes  are  analogous,  if 
not  akin,  to  fermentative  processes,  and  are,  moreover,  produced  by 
organisms,  the  term  zymotic  has  been  applied  to  them, — a  term,  however, 
to  be  avoided  rather  than  recommended. 

Though  we  cannot  enumerate  and  discuss  all  the  various  complexL 
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chemical  and  physical  changes  which  micro-organisms  in  general  are 
capable  of  producing  in  their  surroundings,  allusion  must  be  made  to  a 
few  other  important,  or  at  least  highly  interesting  phenomena  of  bacterial 
activity,  such  as  the  processes  of  nitrification,  putrefaction,  and  production 
of  light. 

{a)  Nitrification  takes  jjlace  especially  in  the  soil  and  in  water,  and  is 
one  of  the  most  important  and  essential  processes  for  organic,  and  especi- 
ally for  vegetable  life.  In  the  soil,  where  it  has  been  more  carefully 
studied  by  Winogradski,  Frankland,  and  Warington,  two  separate 
changes  are  said  to  take  place,  (a)  Some  organisms  decompose  ammonia 
into  water  and  nitrous  acid ;  (/3)  others,  though  powerless  over  ammonia, 
oxidise  nitrites  to  nitrates,  and  in  that  way  supply  the  nitrogenous  food 
to  chlorophyllous  plants. 

Conversely,  many  Imcteria  possess  the  power  of  reducing  nitrates  to 
nitrites ;  others  are  capable  even  of  absorbing  free  nitrogen.  All  these 
organisms  are  of  the  utmost  importance  in  the  vegetable  economy,  as 
they  assist  the  growing  plant  and  the  germinating  seed  to  obtain  the 
necessary  supply  of  food.  These  organisms  collectively  complete  the 
processes  of  putrefaction  by  converting  the  ammonia  first  into  nitrous 
acid,  and  the  nitrous  compounds  further  into  nitrates,  in  the  presence 
1  of  basic  substances.  The  nitrates  are  then  again  reduced  to  nitrites  and 
ammonia,  and  so  on.  The  cholera-vibrios  possess  the  faculty  of  forming 
nitrites,  while  many  bacteria  found  in  faeces  are  capable  of  still  further 
reducing  the  nitrites  to  ammonia.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  bacteria 
are  as  important  to  animal  life  as  they  are  to  plant  life  ;  experiments  on 
lower  animal  forms  prove  this,  and  the  laws  of  adaptation  would  lead  us 
to  expect  it. 

(h)  Putrefaction  may  be  roughly  considered  as  a  form  of  fermentation 
of  albuminous  and  alljuminoid  matter.    The  whole  chemical  process  of 
putrefaction  is  too  complex  to  be  considered  here ;  a  few  words  must 
suiJice.    It  seems  that  the  first  change  is  peptonisation,  effected  in  part 
by  the  peptonising  enzymes  possessed  by  most  organisms  of  decomposi- 
I   tion.    The  peptonised  substances  are  then  further  changed  and  split  up  : 
I   amido-derivatives  (especially  amido-acids),  aromatic  bodies  and  sulpho- 
acids  are  next  formed,  and  these  are  further  split  up,  indol  being  among 
the  final  products.    The  list  of  substances  which  may  appear  during 
\     putrefaction  ' is  very  extensive;  it  contains  among  the  gases  COj,  H, 
{     HgS,  and  CH^  ;  among  the  fatty  acids  acetic,  butyric,  and  valerianic  acids, 
^     besides  various  amido-comiDOunds — amines,  indol,  skatol;  bodies  of  the 
aromatic  series ;  various  ptomaines ;  basic  compounds,  etc.,  the  chemical 
combinations  varying  qualitatively  and  quantitatively  \\it\i  the  particular 
bacterial  species  concerned,  and  with  the  decomposing  medium.  The 
result  of  putrefaction  in  all  cases  is  the  decomposition  of  highly  complex 
substances  into  others  of  simpler  and  more  assimilable  structure.  It 
is  especially  under  anaerobic  conditions  that  the  odoiu-  of  putrefaction  is 
observed. 

The  list  of  putrefactive  organisms  includes  A'arioiis  forms  of  proteus 
VOL.  I  2  m 
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(vulgaris,  mirabilis,  Zenkeri),  for  which  formerly  the  name  bacterium 
termo  had  to  do  duty,  and  also  a  large  number  of  other  aerobic  and 
anaerobic  bacteria,  many  of  which  are  still  without  proper  names. 

(f)  The  phosj^horescencc  observed  on  the  surface  of  sea-water,  or  on 
decomposing  meat  or  fish,  is  due  to  photogenetic  bacteria,  of  which  there 
are  many  varieties.  This  curious  and  beautiful  effect  depends  on  active 
oxidation,  and  the  phosphorescence  disappears  in  the  presence  of  CO2. 

Our  observations  on  bacterial  products  must  be  concluded  here, 
for  in  a  general  introduction  it  would  be  out  of  place  to  enter  into  matters 
which  are  either  doubtful  or  of  importance  rather  to  the  specialist  than 
to  the  physician.  The  latter  will  find  no  difficulty  in  appreciating 
the  excellent  warning  of  Professor  Welch,  who  says  that  "  in  fixing  om' 
attention  upon  the  poisonous  chemical  products  of  bacteria  we  must  not 
lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  these  are  results  of  vital  activities.  In  the  case 
of  most  infective  diseases  we  can  no  more  dissociate  the  actual  presence, 
multiplication,  and  specific  vital  activities  of  the  bacteria  within  the 
))ody  from  the  disease  than  we  can  substitute  any  chemical  substances 
for  the  actual  presence  and  growth  of  the  yeast  fungi  in  the  pro- 
duction of  alcohol  from  sugar.  We  cannot  resolve  bacteriology  into 
toxicology." 

Variabilittj  of  Virulence. — As  the  shape  and  forms  of  bacteria  may 
vary  or  may  be  altered  by  changes  in  their  suri'oundings,  so  likewise 
may  their  physiological,  chemical,  or  vital  activity  be  greatly  modified 
— often  to  such  an  extent  that  in  many  cases  Ave  seem  to  come  very 
near  new  species.  Thus,  as  said  above,  many  chromogenetic  organ- 
isms lose  their  power  of  forming  pigment  under  special  conditions ; 
among  these  conditions  are  absence  of  oxygen,  increased  temperature, 
insolation  and  change  in  the  chemical  reaction  of  the  nutrient  medium. 
In  some  cases  by  such  interferences  we  may  obtain  varieties  Avhich,  if 
they  do  not  remain  permanently  colourless,  at  any  rate  have  become  in- 
capable of  pigment  production  for  many  generations,  or  —  to  express 
it  differently — show  no  reversion  to  the  chi'omogenetic  type  for  a  long 
time.  Similarly,  modifications  may  be  brought  about  in  the  fermentative 
activity  of  bacteria  l)y  change  of  soil  or  by  continued  growth  on  ordinary 
laboratory  media.  Thus  organisms  which  at  first  liquefy  gelatine  may 
lose  this  power  permanently  ;  conversely,  organisms  which  at  first  Avere 
incapable  of  liquefying  gelatine  gradually  and  permanently  acquire  this 
quality.  Lauder  Brunton  and  Macfadyen  mention  a  curious  instance 
of  adaptation,  if  such  it  may  be  called,  while  discussing  the  observation 
that  bacteria  which  form  a  peptonising  enzyme  on  proteicl  soil  can  produce 
a  diastatic  enzyme  on  carbohydrate  soil. 

Loss  of  virulence- — ^that  is,  impaired  toxin  formation  or  impaired  meta- 
bolic activity — is  not  only  the  most  important  change,  hnt  also  that  most 
frequently  observed.  Thus  the  pneumococcus,  if  continuously  grown 
on  ordinary  media,  very  soon  ceases  to  be  virulent,  and  this  loss  of 
virulence  is  permanent :  similarly,  the  diphtheria  bacillus  on  agar-agar 
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soon  becomes  less  virulent.  This  loss  of  virulence  is  called  attemiation, 
and  it  may  be  brought  about  in  many  ways  besides  prolonged  cultivation 
in  or  on  artificial  media,  as  by  heat,  evapoi'ation,  drying,  chemical  dilu- 
tion, or  the  addition  of  chemical  substances  to  the  culture  media : 
these  methods,  however,  require  no  further  consideration.  Attenuation 
may  be  temporary  or  permanent,  as  in  the  case  of  anthrax,  where  the 
loss  of  virulence  is,  moreover,  accompanied  by  loss  of  spore-formation.  It 
is  often  found  also  that  an  organism  obtained  from  a  bacterial  lesion  of 
severe  or  malignant  type  soon  loses  its  virulence,  or  is  from  the  outset 
less  virulent  than  an  organism  separated  from  a  less  severe  case  of  the 
same  lesion.  The  streptococci  are  in  this  respect,  perhaps,  the  most  vari- 
able of  all  germs,  and  therefore  the  most  annoying  to  the  active  worker. 
This  variability  in  virulence  cannot  be  satisfactorily  explained  at  present ; 
but  it  must  necessarily  lead  us  to  be  cautious  in  our  attempts  to  interpret 
vital  phenomena  by  means  of  test-tube  reactions  only. 

The  virulence  of  many  organisms  may  also  be  permanently  or  tem- 
porarily increased,  either  by  changing  the  composition  of  the  nutrient  media 
in  or  on  which  they  grow,  or  by  passing  the  organisms  through  a  series  of 
animals  (a  process  Avhich  is  called  passage"),  especially  if  the  animals 
be  relatively  insusceptible.  In  some  cases,  however,  continued  passage  will 
lead  to  permanent  attenuation ;  an  important  observation  in  so  far  as  it 
helps  to  throw  light  on  the  natural  decline  of  many  epidemics,  which 
may  cease  by  virtue  of  a  gradual  attenuation  brought  about  by  continuous 
transmission  from  man  to  man. 

It  would  take  us  too  far  to  discuss  the  question  of  natural  races  or 
varieties ;  indeed,  oiu-  observations  and  premises  are  not  exact  enough 
to  give  us  much  confidence  in  so  doing.  Most  writers  assume  the  exist- 
ence of  natural  non-virulent  varieties  in  the  cases  of  the  organisms  of 
cholera,  typhoid,  diphtheria,  pneumonia,  and  traumatic  infections.  These, 
under  special  conditions — unknown  to  us — may  acquire  virulence  either 
before  or  on  gaining  access  to  the  body,  and  will  then  be  capable  of  pro- 
ducing the  lesion  proper  to  each.  This  is  possible,  if  not  probable  :  it 
is  safer,  however,  to  suspend  our  judgment  for  the  present. 

IV.  Bacterial  Activity  in  Disease 

Having  considered  the  products  of  bacterial  activity  in  general,  we 
can  now  approach  the  all-important  question  of  the  relation  of  micro- 
organisms to  disease.  No  one  doubts  any  longer  that  a  number  of 
diseased  processes  are  due  to  bacteria,  and  the  epithet  pathogenetic  is 
applied  to  all  organisms  capable  of  producing  a  morbid  lesion  in  the 
animal  body. 

The  term  pathogenetic  is,  however,  a  relative  one,  because — (1)  An 
organism  quite  harmless  to  one  animal  may  be  capable  of  causing  disease 
in  another ;  (2)  an  organism  which,  under  ordinary  conditions,  is  harm- 
less, under  special  conditions  may  give  rise  to  serious  lesions ;  (3)  many 
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organisms,  generally  regarded  as  harmless  saprophytes,  under  special 
circumstances  of  experiment  may  prove  injurious. 

Thus  Dr.  Klein  has  shown  that  the  bacillus  prodigiosus,  which  by  all 
bacteriologists  is  considered  not  to  be  pathogenetic,  when  injected  into 
the  peritoneal  cavity  of  a  guinea-pig  may  cause  a  fatal  peritonitis : 
Buchner,  again,  has  shown  that  the  dead  bodies  of  bacteria,  subcutaneously 
injected  into  animals,  will  produce  suppuration.  We  must  bear  such 
observations  clearly  in  mind  ;  and  we  must  further  remember  that  often 
an  organism,  unable  by  itself  to  initiate  any  morbid  change,  may,  with 
the  assistance  of  another  organism,  or  in  conjunction  with  it,  cause  most 
serious  mischief :  conversely,  the  pathogenetic  power  of  some  organisms 
may  be  counteracted  by  the  presence  of  another  organism. 

The  lesion  produced  by  so-called  pathogenetic  organisms  may  be  («) 
local  or  general ;  {h)  specific  or  non-specific.  If  it  be  local,  the  oi'ganisms 
remain  in  dtu,  multiplying  there  rapidly  or  slowly,  and  forming  their 
toxins,  or  setting  up  fermentative  jJrocesses.  The  j^oisons,  secreted  by 
the  organisms  or  formed  by  the  action,  fermentative  or  otherwise,  of  the 
organisms  on  the  tissues,  are  absorbed,  and  lead  to  special  symptoms  and 
constitutional  disturbances  ;  or  they  may  react  locally  on  the  tissues, 
causing  necrosis  or  destruction.  The  constitutional  symptoms  produced 
in  such  a  case  may  be  as  serious  as,  or  more  serious  than,  those  of  a  general 
infection.    A  few  examples  Avill  illustrate  these  points. 

In  diphtheria  and  tetanus  we  have  examples  of  local  infections 
by  pathogenetic  organisms,  accompanied  by  severe  general  disturbances. 
The  bacilli  of  diphtheria  generally,  and  those  of  tetanus  always, 
remain  at  the  seat  of  infection,  multiplying  quickly  in  the  case  of 
diphtheria,  and  slowly  and  to  a  limited  extent  in  the  case  of  tetanus. 
Both  manufacture  deadly  toxins,  which,  as  they  are  absorbed  or  enter 
the  circulation,  produce  the  serious  symptoms  of  the  respective  diseases. 
In  an  ordinary  suppuration  we  have,  again,  an  instance  of  a  local  lesion  pro- 
duced by  pyogenetic  organisms.  Here,  however,  the  general  intoxica- 
tion is  usually  less  severe  ;  but  the  local  changes  may  be  extremely 
severe,  and  end  in  ulceration  or  necrosis. 

If  the  bacterial  lesion  l^e  a  general  one,  the  organisms  will  be  found 
everywhere  in  the  blood,  tissues,  and  lymph -channels ;  that  is,  a 
"  septicpemia "  occurs,  using  that  word  in  its  stricter  pathological  sense, 
and  not  giving  it  a  clinical  meaning.  In  these  cases  the  poisons  and 
toxins  are  manufactured  in  the  blood  itself,  and  the  intoxication  may 
therefore  be  very  serious.  At  the  same  time  the  mechanical  presence 
of  bacteria  in  the  vessels,  leading  to  vascular  obstruction  or  embolism, 
may  act  deleteriously.  A  lesion  which  is  usually  a  local  process,  for 
some  reason  or  another  may  become  general.  Thus  suppuration  may  at 
any  time  be  followed  by  a  general  septicaemia,  the  pyogenetic  cocci 
circulating  in  the  vessels  ;  similarly,  a  pneumonia  may  be  followed  by 
infective  endocarditis,  and  this  again  by  a  general  septicajmia.  Tuber- 
culosis also  may  suddenly  become  general,  often  after  operative  interfer- 
ence.   We  find  that  the  less  susceptible  an  individual  to  any  particular 
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niicrobic  lesion,  or  the  greater  the  toxic  power  of  an  organism,  the  less  are 
the  chances  of  a  general  diffusion.  Man,  for  instance,  being  com- 
paratively resistant  to  anthrax,  when  infected  with  this  bacillus  will 
suflFer,  as  a  rule,  from  malignant  pustule  only.  These  matters  are  also  of 
some  importance  inasmuch  as  they  concern  both  prognosis  and  diagnosis. 
If,  for  instance,  in  the  case  of  pneumonia,  diplococci  are  found  in  the 
blood,  the  prognosis  is  very  grave  ;  similarly  if,  in  the  course  of  tubercular 
disease,  tubercle  bacilli  appear  in  the  circulation,  or  if,  after  a  wound 
infection,  pyogenetic  cocci  appear  in  the  blood,  death  almost  always  follows. 
So  far  as  diagnosis  is  concerned,  the  presence  of  microbes  in  the  blood  in 
diphtheria,  endocarditis,  typhoid  fever,  or  other  diseases,  always  implies 
general  septic  complications. 

A  far  more  difficult  question  is  that  of  specificity  of  disease. 
There  are  certain  pathological  lesions,  characteristic  in  their  appearance 
and  nature,  the  symptoms  of  which  stand  out  so  distinctly,  that 
they  may  be  recognised  at  once.  If  these  depend  on  the  presence  and 
action  of  a  particular  organism,  an  organism  invariably  associated  with 
them,  they  are  called  "  specific  "  ;  and  they  are  said  to  be  due  to  specific 
pathogenetic  organisms.  Thus  tetanus  is  a  specific  disease,  accompanied 
by  unmistakable  signs  and  symptoms,  and  it  is  invariably  caused  by  one 
and  the  same  organism,  the  bacillus  of  tetanus.  Without  this  bacillus 
there  can  be  no  tetanus  ;  and  it  is  only  the  ignorant  who,  using  a  loose 
terminology,  still  speak  of  "  idiopathic  "  tetanus.  Similarly,  tuberculosis, 
actinomycosis,  leprosy,  glanders,  anthrax,  typhoid  fever,  gonorrhoea,  and 
diphtheria  are  specific  diseases.  These  lesions  are  severally  due  to  one 
particular  organism,  which  is  essential.  Although  many,  if  not  the  greater 
number  of  bacterial  diseases  are  specific  in  this  sense,  it  is  erroneous  to 
assume,  on  the  other  hand,  that  all  of  them  are  specific.  Undoubtedly 
the  same  morbid  lesion  may  be  produced  by  several  different  micro-organ- 
isms. Thus  ulcerative  or  infective  endocarditis  is  a  distinct  disease, 
characterised  by  certain  pathological  and  anatomical  changes,  and  often 
therefore  regarded  as  specific ;  yet  it  may  be  produced  by  a  number  of 
organisms,  among  Avhich  we  may  mention  the  various  pyogenetic  sta- 
phylococci and  the  streptococci  of  suppuration,  erysipelas  and  pneumonia. 
\yide,  art.  "Infective  Endocarditis."]  Strictly  speaking,  then,  there  is 
no  specific  organism  of  infective  endocarditis ;  any  one  of  a  number  of 
cocci  may  produce  a  disease,  bacteriologically  different  from,  but  anatomi- 
cally, pathologically  and  clinically  identical  with  that  produced  by  another 
member  of  the  same  group  of  organisms.  Similarly,  suppuration  may  be 
produced  by  any  one  of  a  large  number  of  bacteria ;  and  in  the  malady 
clinically  recognised  as  erysipelas,  instead  of  the  streptococcus  of  erysipelas, 
other  organisms  may  often  be  found.  Septicaemia  and  pygemia,  again, 
may  be  produced  by  more  than  one  kind  of  bacterium,  and  the  same 
applies  to  pneumonia.  We  see,  then,  that  the  same  pathological  process 
may  be  brought  about  by  various  organisms  ;  in  other  words,  we  may  have 
clinical  or  pathological  identity  without  bacteriological  identity.  This 
observation  applies  especially  to  those  more  general  pathological  conditions, 
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such  as  simple  inflammation,  cellulitis,  suppuration,  septica?mia  ;  the  more 
specialised  the  process  the  more  likely  are  Ave  to  find  a  specific  organism. 
These  are  matters  of  the  utmost  importance,  because  they  explain  the  02:)posi- 
tion,  frequently  rather  imaginary  than  actual,  which  often  exists  between 
the  physician  and  the  pathologist.  A  particular  name  is  associated  with  a 
set  of  phenomena  which  constitute  a  certain  disease,  and  this  name  has 
been  apj^lied  to  the  disease  before  anything  was  known  of  its  patho- 
logy, or  anything  suspected  of  its  bacteriology.  Subsequently  it  is 
found  impossible  to  adapt  the  pathological  and  bacteriological  facts  to 
the  narrower  or  wider  signification  of  the  clinical  name.  The  bacterio- 
logist finds  that  a  clinical  process  or  set  of  phenomena  may  be  produced 
by  more  than  one  kind  of  micro-organism  ;  clinically  the  results  may 
])e  indistinguishal)le,  though  Ijacteriologically  diverse. 

Again,  a  specific  organism,  wdien  it  finds  access  into  the  animal  body, 
will  always  produce  the  same  lesion,  for  example,  the  tetanus  bacillus  will 
invarial)ly  produce  tetanus.  But  we  find  that  the  liacteria  which  are  said 
to  cause  some  of  the  so-called  specific  diseases  are  by  no  means  specific 
in  their  action.  Thus  the  pneumococcus  is  said  to  be  the  specific  organism 
of  pneumonia,  yet  Ave  find  that  in  some  cases  it  will  produce  a  fibrinous 
inflammation,  in  others  oedema,  in  yet  others  suppuration,  ulceratiA^e 
endocarditis,  cellulitis,  or  septicfemia.  Similarly,  the  pyogenetic  organisms 
vary  consideral)ly  in  their  action.  We  must  therefore  be  extremely 
cautious  in  the  employment  of  the  term  "  sjiecific,"  and  must  adhere  to 
strict  definitions.  Recent  experiences  of  cholera  have  taught  us  that 
the  specificity  of  Koch's  comma  bacillus  Avas  a  dream,  and  that  a  large 
number  of  diff'erent  vibrios  are  found  in  this  disease. 

The  interaction  of  various  organisms  is  another  matter  of  serious 
importance  Avhich  has  attracted  attention  during  recent  years.  In 
manj^  infective  processes  Ave  always  find  tAvo  or  more  organisms  in 
symbiosis ;  that  is,  we  have  concurrent  infections  by  several  organisms. 
Thus  in  pneumonia  we  invariably  find  jiyococci  and  the  bacillus  coli  com- 
munis in  the  company  of  the  pneumococcus.  And  it  has  frequently  been 
shoAvn  experimentally  that  a  non-pathogenetic  organism  (that  is,  an  organ- 
ism Avhich  does  not  ^^ossess  the  poAA'er  of  jiroducing  specific  or  non-specific 
morbid  changes  Avhen  placed  in  the  tissues)  is  often  rendered  deadly  Avhen 
another,  perhaps  equally  non-pathogenetic  organism  is  introduced  at  the 
same  time  :  Ave  also  knoAv  that  the  A'irulence  of  many  pathogenetic 
organisms  is  often  increased  or  decreased  by  the  concurrent  inoculation  of 
another  organism,  Avhich  again  may  be  non-pathogenetic.  This  shoAVS 
hoAv  erroneous  a  popular  impression  may  be,  and  hoAv  i-elative  a  term 
"  specificity  "  really  is.  This  interaction  of  micro-organisms  has  not  as 
yet  been  sufficiently  studied,  and  here  this  brief  allusion  must  suffice ;  I 
shall  revert  to  this  matter  presently.  It  is  certain  that  if  in  certain  lesions 
the  same  collection  of  organisms  is  constantly  found,  Ave  may  be  led 
astray  if  aa-c  fix  on  one  of  them  as  specific,  and  neglect  the  others  as 
contaminations.  A  study  of  the  correlation  and  interaction  betAveen 
the  A'arious  organisms  frequently  or  almost  iuA'ariably  foiuid  together,  may 
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in  future  explain  many  clinical  facts  and  observations  which  as  yet  bac- 
teriology has  not  explained. 

A  pathogenetic  specific  germ  must  fulfil  the  following  conditions  : 
(a)  it  must  be  a  parasite  or  a  facultative  parasite ;  (b)  it  must  be  found 
invariably  in  the  tissues  of  an  animal  dead  from  or  affected  with  the  disease 
in  question ;  (c)  it  must  never  under  any  circumstances  occur  in  other 
diseases,  nor  within  the  normal  tissues  ;  (d)  the  organism  transmitted  from 
the  diseased  or  dead  animal  to  an  unaffected  susceptible  animal  must 
reproduce  the  lesion,  and  in  this  second  diseased  animal  the  original 
organism  must  be  found  ;  {e)  if  the  organism  can  be  cultivated  outside 
the  animal  l)ody,  then  an  artificial  cultivation  inoculated  experimentally 
into  a  susceptible  animal  must  again  produce  the  disease,  and  this  animal 
must  again  contain  the  organism  in  its  tissues  or  blood ;  (/)  these  pro- 
cesses must  occur  in  invariable  succession  under  identical  conditions  ; 
{g)  the  toxins  and  poisonous  substances  oljtained  from  the  artificial  culti- 
vations must  agree  chemically  and  physiologically  with  those  ol)tained 
from  the  diseased  animal. 

Unless  all  these  conditions  are  fulfilled  the  evidence  of  the  specificity 
of  a  given  organism  is  incomplete.  In  laboratoiy  experiments  con- 
siderable research  is  often  required  to  establish  all  these  points,  because 
even  the  mode  of  inoculation  frequently  alters  results  ;  moreover,  it  is  not 
always  easy  to  find  a  suitable  susceptible  animal,  or  to  find  the  method 
of  artificial  cultivation  most  adapted  for  poison  formation ;  the  need  of 
some  concurrent  inoculation  may  also  have  to  be  considered.  Another 
difficulty  arises  when,  in  the  absence  of  experiments  on  man,  it  is  impossible 
identically  to  reproduce  the  disease  in  another  species.  This,  however, 
cannot  always  be  regarded  as  an  insuperal)le  objection,  if  it  be  remem])ered 
that  the  same  organism  or  the  same  toxin  may,  under  various  circum- 
stances, produce  different  naked  eye  lesions,  that  is  to  say,  different 
phenomena  of  a  like  morbid  process. 

It  will  be  well  here  to  give  a  list  of  the  various  infective  diseases  in 
man,  at  the  same  time  stating  how  far  their  bacterial  pathogenesis  has 
been  proven  : — 

1.  All  the  conditions  just  enumerated  have  been  fulfilled  for  anthrax, 
diphtheria  awl  tetanus,  chiefly  through  the  brilliant  work  of  Dr.  Sidney 
Martin,  who  was  the  first  of  pathologists  to  establish  the  toxic  specificity 
in  addition  to  the  bacterial  specificity  previously  demonstrated. 

2.  The  bacterial  specificity  has  been  satisfactorily  settled  for  the 
following  diseases :  glanders,  tuberculosis,  actinomycosis,  gonorrhoea,  and 
malignant  oidema.  Specific  organisms  have  been  separated  and  the 
disease  has  been  artificially  reproduced  in  animals.  All  the  conditions, 
excepting  the  chemical  agreement  of  the  disease  and  the  organism,  have 
been  fulfilled. 

3.  The  next  group  includes  those  diseases  with  each  one  of  which 
a  certain  organism  is  always  associated,  an  organism  which  can  be  culti- 
vated, and  which  is  restricted  to  its  own  disease ;  the  successful  animal 
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experiment,  however,  is  wanting.  In  this  group  we  have  typhoid  ferer, 
influenza,  mycetoma  m'  Madura  disease. 

4.  The  proof  is  still  incomplete  in  the  case  of  leprosy  and  relapsing 
fever,  —  diseases  which  are  characterised  by  the  invariable  presence  of 
easily  recognisable  organisms,  which  are  not  associated  with  any  other 
normal  or  morbid  processes.  These  organisms,  howe^■er,  have  not  yet 
been  grown  outside  the  human  body  ;  but  so  far  as  relapsing  fever  is 
concerned,  artificial  inoculation  of  human  blood  into  monkeys  has  been 
successful :  in  leprosy,  on  the  other  hand,  experimental  infection  from 
man  to  animal,  or  from  man  to  man,  has  not  been  achieved.  Arning's 
well-known  experiment  brought,  apparently,  the  desired  proof  that  leprosy 
may  be  successfully  inoculated  from  the  diseased  to  the  healthy  indi- 
vidual ;  it  has,  however,  no  scientific  value,  since  it  was  performed  on  a 
native  of  an  area  where  leprosy  is  endemic,  and  Avhose  relations  had 
leprosy ;  so  that  before  the  experimental  inoculation  was  performed  he 
must  have  been  freely  exposed  to  the  risks  of  infection.  For  such  an 
experiment  to  have  any  value  whatever  it  must  be  performed  ou  an 
individual  clear  of  taint,  living  in  a  country  where  leprosy  does  not  occur. 
On  the  other  hand,  a  large  number  of  inoculations  with  leprous  mateiial 
have  been  practised  on  man  in  Europe  without  a  single  success. 

Although  in  the  last  three  groups  of  bacterial  diseases  the  chain  of 
evidence  is  not  quite  complete,  yet  the  constant  and  exclusive  association 
of  characteristic  organisms  with  morljid  processes  equally  characteristic, 
compels  us  to  believe  in  their  specifically  infective  nature. 

5.  There  are  a  larger  number  of  infective  lesions  which  are  not 
specific  in  the  sense  defined  above, — lesions,  that  is,  Avhich  may  be  pro- 
duced by  more  than  one  species  of  micro-organism,  or  by  several  members 
(varieties)  of  a  definite  group  of  organisms.  The  A'arious  organisms  in 
each  of  these  cases  are  pathogenetic  and  do  produce,  but  do  not  always 
reproduce,  disease  in  the  animal  on  inoculation.  Clinically  there  is  often 
no  difference  between  the  disease  caused  by  one  organism  and  that  caused 
by  another.  In  this  group  are  the  various  forms  of  inflammatory  and  sup- 
purative lesions  :  pneumonia,  osteomyelitis,  septiccemia,  pycemia,  endocarditis, 
meningitis,  erysipelas,  angina  Ludovici,  hvncJiopneiimonia,  indeed,  the  various 
forms  of  infective  inflammatory,  suppurative,  or  septic  lesions  which  at 
present  we  are  unable  clinically  to  distinguish  by  theii'  bacterial  flora. 

6.  Cholera  is  an  infecti^'e  lesion,  produced  by  a  number  of  ^-ilirios 
which  diff'er  widely  from  one  another ;  sometimes  several  kinds  are  found 
in  the  same  individual ;  at  other  times  only  one  kind,  in  rare  cases 
none  at  all.  The  animal  experiment,  so  far  as  the  reproduction  of  a  true 
choleraic  lesion  is  concerned,  has  hitherto  failed.  In  this  group  we  may 
include  also  various  other  clinical  forms  of  diarrhoea,  which  are  un- 
doubtedly due  to  infection,  but  the  bacterial  a-tiology  of  which  is  as 
uncertain  as  that  of  cholera. 

7.  Lastly,  there  are  a  number  of  infective  diseases,  contagious 
it  may  be  in  the  highest  degree,  in  which  no  organisms  have  been  separated, 
but  which  we  presume  to  be  due  to  l:)acteria.    These  are  syphilis,  rabies. 
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ydlow  fever,  dengue,  tyijhus  fever,  mumjjs,  whooping-cough,  small-pox,  measles, 
scarlet  fever,  and  other  so-called  exanthemata.  Whether  future  research  ■will 
prove  them  to  h&  bacterial  lesions  it  is  hazardous  to  say  ;  for  the  present 
they  will  be  included  under  that  heading,  since  the  assumption  of  their 
bacterial  origin  constitutes  a  good  enough  working  hypothesis,  and  one 
which  at  the  same  time  can  do  no  possible  harm. 

As  there  is  variation  in  the  morphology  and  chemical  activity  of 
bacteria,  so  there  is  also  considerable  inconstancy  in  their  activity  in  bac- 
terial disease.  This  hardly  requires  any  further  elucidation  if  we  admit 
that  the  same  micro-organism  may  vary  in  virulence,  that  it  may  produce 
highly  toxic  substances  under  certain  conditions  and  bodies  practically 
atoxic  vmder  others,  that  it  may  be  readily  attenuated,  and  conversely 
that  its  virulence  and  infective  powers  may  be  greatly  increased.  Change 
of  chemical  activity  naturally  implies  change  of  activity  in  disease. 
Moreover,  I  have  already  pointed  out  that  the  same  micro-organisms 
may  be  the  cause  of  various  morbid  and  pathological  lesions.  What 
this  pathogenetic  variability  depends  upon  in  all  cases  it  is  impos- 
sible to  assert;  sometimes,  no  doubt,  on  the  resistance  and  insuscepti- 
bility of  the  individual,  often  on  changes  in  the  micro-organisms  them- 
selves, which  we  may  guess  at,  but  cannot  define.  Tuberculosis  may 
appear  in  many  forms,  which  clinically  and  pathologically  are  quite 
distinct ;  again,  the  pyogenetic  streptococcus  may  produce  the  most  dis- 
similar lesions,  and  no  less  perplexing  are  the  multiform  activities  of  the 
pneumococcus.  We  shall  deal  later  with  personal  insusceptibility.  It 
is  generally  true  that  the  better  protected  the  individual  the  more  likely 
is  a  bacterial  infection  in  him  to  be  followed  by  local  reactive  changes  ;  and 
with  regard  to  changes  in  the  virulence  of  pathogenetic  organisms,  we 
find  similarly  that  attenuated  bacteria  are  capable  of  producing  local 
changes  only,  while  virulent  ones  are  apt  to  be  followed  by  severe  general 
infection  and  disturbance.  Enough  has  already  been  incidentally  said 
on  these  matters  in  the  previous  pages,  so  that  this  short  recapitulation 
must  be  considered  sufficient.  It  is  important  to  remember  that  amongst 
pathogenetic  organisms  in  general,  there  is  as  little  constancy  of  patho- 
logical potency  as  of  morphological  characters  or  chemical  activity. 

V.  Infection  and  Contagion 

A.  Infection. — The  term  infection  has  frequently  been  used  in  the 
previous  pages,  now  we  shall  fully  consider  its  meaning.  The  use 
of  the  word  is  gradually  becoming  narrowed  down  to  the  significa- 
tion which  modern  pathology  and  bacteriology  have  attached  to  it. 
A  full  discussion  of  older  definitions  is  unnecessary ;  the  time  has  come 
for  uniformity  of  terminology.  The  connotation  of  a  scientific  term  is 
liable  to  alteration,  and  it  should  be  sufficiently  plastic  to  adapt  itself  to 
new  requirements.  Infection  as  a  clinical  or  pathological  term  dates 
from  the  days  before  the  microbe  was  dreamt  of  as  an  important  a?tio- 
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logical  factor  of  disease.  Now  that  the  veil  has  been  lifted  from  the 
mysteries  of  bacterial  disease,  if  we  wish  to  keep  the  term,  we  must  adapt 
it  to  modern  ideas.  Our  ideas  of  infection  and  of  intoxication  are 
becoming  more  definite  as  bacteriological  research  advances.  Formerly 
pathologists  understood  by  infective  diseases  those  which  are  set  up  by 
certain  poisons,  or  poisonous  substances  (Avhether  organised — that  is,  living 
— or  non-organised)  either  entering  the  body  from  without,  or  manufactured 
in  and  by  the  tissues  of  diseased  individuals.  They  distinguished  between 
a  confagium.  and  a  miasvia,  the  former  being  an  endogenous  virus  developed 
in  the  diseased  individual,  while  the  latter  was  assumed  to  arise  exo- 
genously,  that  is,  outside  the  diseased  organism.  According  to  this  view 
contagious  diseases  can  be  transmitted  only  from  man  to  man,  or  from 
animal  to  man,  or  conversely  ;  while  miasmatic  diseases  may  be  acquired 
by  persons  without  coming  into  contact  with  individuals  similarly  aftected. 
This  distinction  led  to  many  difficulties.  Anthrax,  for  instance,  is  always 
transmitted  to  man  from  an  animal  suftering  from  anthrax,  yet  it  appears 
in  animals  without  previous  contact  with  similarly  diseased  animals  ;  that 
is,  the  disease  is  contagious,  in  the  older  sense  of  the  term,  for  man  and 
miasmatic  for  animals. 

With  the  advance  of  bacteriology  the  microbic  nature  of  almost  all 
infective  diseases  has  been  recognised,  and  Ave  have  gradually  been  com- 
pelled to  modify  our  definitions.  At  the  present  time  we  include  under 
in  fertive  diseases  only  those  which  are  caused  l»j  living  pathogenetic  germs  ivhich 
enter  the  tissues  from  tvithout,  and  are  capable  of  multiplying  in  the  same.  A 
disease  caused  by  substances  not  capable  of  reproduction,  as,  for  example, 
gaseous  or  other  chemical  non-organised  bodies,  is  an  intoxicative  process. 

Though  for  practical  as  well  as  theoretical  reasons  we  must  distinguish 
between  infective  and  intoxicative  processes,  we  must  remember  that  the 
chief  lesions  and  symptoms  following  an  infection  are  caused  by  the  toxic 
products  of  the  infection-carriers.  This  statement  is  true  for  almost  all, 
if  not  for  all  infective  diseases.  In  several  infections  we  already  have 
experimental  proof  of  its  truth  (for  example,  in  anthrax,  diphtheria, 
tetanus,  and  suppurative  infections).  We  may,  then,  pronounce  the  general 
law  that  in  any  infective  pirocess  due  to  a  vegetable  organism  the  chief  lesions  are 
due,  not  to  the  mechanical  prresence  of  the  niicro-organisms,  but  to  the  action 
of  the  metabolic  p/roducts  of  these  organisms.  Broadly  speaking,  we  have 
an  infection  first  and  an  intoxication  afterwards ;  the  latter,  indeed, 
it  is  which  gives  the  disease  its  specific  and  characteristic  signs.  The 
poison  is  manufactured  within  the  body,  and  has  not  been  introduced 
as  such  from  without.  The  real  difference,  then,  between  infection  and 
intoxication  proper  is  that  in  the  latter  a  poison  is  taken  in  as  such, 
while  in  the  former,  bacteria,  introduced  from  without,  prepare  the  poison 
or  toxin  in  the  tissues.  In  intoxication  proper  the  effects  are  generally 
immediate ;  in  an  infective  process  an  interval  must  elapse  before  a 
sufficient  dose  of  poison  has  been  produced.  In  the  one  case  we  have  no 
incubation  period,  in  the  other  we  must  have  an  incul)ation  period  of 
varying  length. 
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Incubation. — The  shorter  this  period  the  more  the  infective  jDrocess 
resembles  an  intoxication.  Some  poisons  produced  by  micro-organisms 
are  harmful  in  comparatively  large  doses  only,  others  will  destroy  life 
or  give  rise  to  symptoms  in  extremely  small  doses.  Anthrax  is  a  good 
instance  of  the  more  slowly  acting  poison ;  tetanus  and  diphtheria  well 
illustrate  the  class  of  more  active  toxins.  In  tetanus  we  find  that  the 
bacilli  multiply  but  slightly  at  the  seat  of  inoculation  ;  here,  therefore, 
the  mechanical  effect  produced  by  the  presence  of  the  bacilli  may  be 
entirely  neglected.  In  infections  such  as  anthrax,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  bacilli  multiply  rapidly  in  the  vessels ;  so  that  in  mice,  for  instance, 
all  the  vessels  of  the  body  are,  as  it  were,  injected  with  pure  cultures  of 
anthrax  bacilli,  and  the  mechanical  effect  alone  of  the  bacilli  must  be  of 
some,  if  not  of  great  importance.  In  diphtheria,  also,  and  in  septic 
embolisms  the  organisms  may  produce  mechanical  disturbances,  directly  or 
indirectly,  which  materially  modify  the  symptoms  caused  by  the  toxins 
absorl)ed  by  the  blood,  lymph  and  tissues. 

To  sum  up,  then,  an  infection  leads  to  disease  or  death,  either  by  intoxica- 
tion alone,  or  by  intoxication  aided  by  mechanical  interference  caused  by  the 
presence  of  the  bacilli  themselves. 

The  eff'ect  of  such  intoxication  may  be  general  or  local.  Examples 
of  this  we  find  in  tetanus  and  diphtheria,  or  in  rabies,  where  the  poison 
causes  general  symptoms  ;  while  in  other  cases,  as  in  certain  forms  of 
suppuration,  the  process  remains  localised.  It  is,  however,  extremely 
difficult  to  draw  a  hard  and  fast  line  between  the  two,  as  a  local  process 
may  suddenly  become  general.  I  cannot  dwell  further  on  these  points  ; 
the  whole  matter  is  extremely  intricate,  and  premature  generalisation 
must  be  carefully  avoided. 

The  diff"erence  between  infection  and  intoxication  is  well  illustrated 
by  certain  kinds  of  food-poisoning.  Firstly,  there  are  cases  where  an 
individual,  in  perfect  health,  partakes  of  some  article  of  food  and  dies  a 
few  hours  later.  The  chemist  succeeds  in  separating  an  alkaloidal  poison, 
and  animals  fed  with  the  tainted  food  die  rapidly.  Here  we  have  a  true 
intoxication.  In  other  instances  the  bacteriologist  separates  a  specific 
bacillus  which,  introduced  by  feeding  into  mice,  produces  in  them  illness 
and  death  after  a  definite  incubation  period,  varj'ing  from  twelve  to 
twenty-four  hours.  At  first  sight  both  cases  seem  to  be  examples  of  food 
intoxication,  for  in  each  instance  animals  fed  on  the  suspected  food  die. 
In  the  first  case,  however,  death  was  directly  due  to  a  chemical  poison 
introduced  into  the  animal  body  as  such  ;  while  in  the  other  the  disease 
did  not  set  in  until  the  second  day  after  feeding,  that  is,  not  until  the 
bacilli  introduced  had  manufactured  sufficient  poison  to  bring  about 
illness  and  death. 

Infective  diseases,  then,  are  caused  by  organised  beings,  and  an 
incubation  period  is  characteristic  of  them. 

B.  Contagion  and  Contagiousness. — There  is  much  confusion  in 
the  use  of  the  terms  contagion,  contagium,  contact,  and  contagiousness. 
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By  contagion  we  understand  what  the  German  expresses  by  the 
word  Ansteckung ;  contagium  being  the  Ansfeckungsstoff;  while  contact  is 
equivalent  to  Beriihrung,  and  contagiousness  to  Ansteckungskraft. 
"Infective"  and  "contagious"  are  attributes  Avhich,  partly  through 
inaccuracy  of  expression,  have  been  frequently  confused,  not  only  by 
laymen,  but  unfortunately  also  by  serious  writers  who  are  not 
sufficiently  careful  about  their  terminology.  Infection  is  the  general 
term,  and  includes  contagion.  It  stands  to  reason  that  a  disease  or  lesion 
which  is  infective,  as  above  defined,  may  be  transmitted  from  the  diseased 
to  the  healthy,  since  the  germs  Avhich  are  responsible  for  the  mischief  are 
capable,  it  may  be,  of  unlimited  reproduction  within  the  diseased  body ; 
but  it  does  not  necessarily  follow  that  it  is  always,  or  even  usually,  thus 
transmitted.  As  instances,  pneumonia,  typhoid  fever  and  cholera  may 
be  mentioned ;  these  are  all  infective  diseases,  but  are  they  ordinarily 
contagious  1  Relapsing  fever,  again,  is  never  transmitted  from  man  to 
man  ;  yet  modern  research  has  shown  that  when  we  transfuse  the  blood 
of  a  person  suffering  from  it  into  the  circulation  of  a  healthy  man,  or 
monkey,  we  may  reproduce  an  attack  in  the  new  host.  Under  extra- 
ordinary, and  generally  artificial,  conditions,  therefore,  even  this  disease 
may  be  contagious.    [Vide  art.  on  "Relapsing  Fever."] 

Contagion  evidently  ma  1/  he  either  direct  or  indirect:  that  is,  infection 
may  be  brought  about  either  by  contact  directly  from  A  to  B,  or  indirectly 
from  A  to  B  through  a  third  body  C.  For  want  of  a  better  term,  "con- 
tact "  is  here  used  in  its  widest,  or  at  any  rate  in  an  extended  sense, 
denoting  not  mere  touch  only,  but  also  any  form  of  infection  or  inocula- 
tion, whether  through  the  broken  or  unbroken  cuticle,  the  respiratory  or 
alimentary  tracts,  or  in  any  other  possible  way.  We  may  distinguish, 
therefore,  direct  and  indirect  contact — diseases  directlj'^  and  indirectly 
contagious. 

AMiether  a  disease  be  directly  or  indirectly  contagious,  or  both,  will 
depend  primarily  on  the  nature  of  the  organism  which  causes  this  disease. 
If  an  infective  lesion  be  due  to  a  strictly  obligatory  parasite,  then  it  can 
be  transmitted  only  by  direct  contact,  that  is,  by  immediate  transference 
from  living  tissue  to  living  tissue.  The  less  parasitic,  and  therefore  the 
more  saprophytic  the  infective  organisms,  the  greater  will  be  the  chances 
of  transmitting  the  lesion  by  indirect  contact ;  for  in  this  case  the  organisms 
can  thrive  more  or  less  well  for  a  considerable  time  outside  the  animal  body. 
This  is  a  matter  of  some  practical  importance,  because  a  disease  which  is 
exclusively  directly  contagious  can  be  stamped  out  by  isolation  alone ; 
while  in  a  disease  both  directly  and  indirectly  contagious  isolation 
alone  is  of  no  avail ;  or,  to  express  the  matter  in  bacteriological  terms, 
isolation  can  only  prevent  infective  lesions  due  to  obligatory  pai-asites, 
and  not  lesions  due  to  facultative  saprophytes,  or  facultative  parasites. 

Arranging  the  more  important  infective  diseases  on  this  principle  we 
find  that  there  are — 

i.  Diseases  caused  hj  strictly  obligatory  parasites  which  readily  perish 
outside  the  living  animal  body ;  these  must  be  directly  contagious,  and 
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are  best  prevented  by  isolation,  segregation,  or  destruction  of  the  individual ; 
assisted,  of  course,  by  disinfective  measures.  Examples  are  syphilis, 
rabies,  gonorrhoea.  The  organisms,  real  or  imaginary,  which  cause  these 
diseases  are  of  slight  resistance,  and  soon  die  outside  the  animal  body. 

ii.  Diseases  caused  hy  ohligatorij  j>arasites  of  greater  resistance,  capable  of 
surviving,  for  a  little  time  at  least,  outside  the  animal  body,  although 
incapable  of  multiplying  under  such  conditions  ;  these,  though  genei-ally 
or  almost  always  directly  contagious,  may  occasionally  also  be  indirectly 
contagious.  Examples  are  variola,  scarlatina,  measles,  glanders,  diphtheria. 
Isolation  and  segregation  with  disinfection  are  still  the  best  means  of 
preventing  infection. 

iii.  Diseases  caused  bij  facultative  sairrophytes,  or  parasitic  organisms 
capable  of  thriving  outside  the  animal  body ;  these  are  obviously  either 
directly  or  indirectly  contagious  ;  and  the  greater  the  saprophytic  faculty 
of  the  organisms,  the  greater  the  chances  of  indirect  contagion.  Segrega- 
tion and  isolation  are  utterly  ineflfectual  as  preventive  measures ;  and 
absolute  disinfection  is  theoretically  the  only  means  of  prevention :  in 
practice,  hoAvever,  this  is  almost  always  impossible.  Examjiles  are  tuber- 
culosis, actinomycosis,  pyogenetic  infections.  It  is  quite  possible  that 
with  increased  knowledge  of  the  biological  conditions  of  pathogenetic 
organisms  more  than  one  disease  at  present  included  in  the  previous 
groups  will  eventually  have  to  be  placed  in  this  one.  Thus,  as  evidence 
accumulates,  it  seems  more  and  more  probable  that  the  bacillus  of 
diphtheria  is  a  vigorous  facultative  saprophyte ;  and  the  same  perhaps 
may  in  future  be  said  of  the  pyogenetic  streptococci. 

iv.  Diseases  caused  hy  facultative  parasites,  or  saprophytic  organisms 
capable  of  acting  as  parasites ;  these  are  hardly  ever  directly  contagious, 
and  occasionally  not  even  indirectly  contagious.  Examples  are  anthrax, 
typhoid  fever,  cholera,  tetanus.  Anthrax  is  as  a  rule  directly  communi- 
cated from  the  diseased  or  dead  animal  to  man  (that  is,  directly  contagious 
to  man) ;  the  animal,  on  the  other  hand,  generally  acquires  it,  with  its 
food,  from  fields  or  meadows  where  anthrax  spores  have  been  deposited 
from  diseased  animals  (that  is,  indirectly  contagious  to  animals)  :  certain 
localities  are  breeding-places  for  the  anthrax  bacillus,  and  here  an  animal 
must  acquire  the  disease  independently  of  direct  or  indirect  contagion. 

The  more  widely  these  organisms  are  distributed  the  less  contagious 
will  be  the  diseases  caused  by  them.  Tetanus,  for  instance,  is  hardly  ever 
directly  or  indirectly  contagious  ;  it  is  generally  acquired  independently 
of  any  previous  case.  During  an  epidemic  of  typhoid  fever  or  cholera 
the  respective  organisms  are  generally  so  extensively  diffused  through 
water  that  contagion  may  practically  be  neglected. 

Diseases  caused  by  facultative  parasites  are  frequently  endemic  in 
certain  areas ;  thus  cholera  is  constant  in  certain  districts  of  India,  in 
others  it  appears  in  epidemics.  In  the  former  case  the  organism  must 
be  pre-eminently  saprophytic,  and  find  the  suitable  conditions  for  growth 
in  the  soil  or  water.  It  stands  to  reason  that  isolation  in  such  cases 
must  be  quite  ineffectual,  and  that  preventive  measures  must  be  directed 
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to  the  habitat  of  the  organisms  and  against  their  further  diffusion,  whether 
by  means  of  water-filtration,  drainage,  cultivation  of  the  soil,  or  otherwise. 

V.  Diseases  which  are  infective  hut  not  contagious.  Excluding  malaria 
(which  is  due  to  plasmodial  infection,  and  is  not  a  bacterial  disease),  it 
seems  that  relapsing  fever,  due  to  a  sjoecific  spirillum,  is  never  transmitted 
by  direct  or  indirect  contact  from  one  individual  to  another.  It  must  be 
remarked,  however,  that  our  present  knowledge  of  the  bacterial  pathology 
of  this  disease  is  very  imperfect.  These  non-contagious  blood  diseases 
(relapsing  fever  and  malaria)  are  always  endemic,  and  can  be  avoided 
only  by  change  of  abode. 

The  Natural  Mode  of  Propagation. — The  public  are  always  ready  to 
assume,  because  a  disease  is  due  to  organisms  capable  perhaps  of 
unlimited  growth  in  the  body,  and  can  be  transmitted  by  inoculation 
from  one  guinea-pig  or  white  mouse  to  another,  that  it  is  therefore 
always  and  under  all  conditions  propagated  directly  from  the  affected 
individual  to  the  healthy ;  which  means  that  its  diffusion  depends  exclu- 
sively on  contagion.  At  once  the  cry  is  raised  for  segregation,  separation 
and  so  forth,  instead  of  pausing  to  study  the  natural  mode  of  propa- 
gation of  an  infective  disease.  This  evidently  depends  on  many  factors 
which  may  in  part  be  deduced  from  the  above  statements  : — 

A.  The  germs  never  leave  the  animal  body,  or  they  do  so  in  a  state 
in  which  they  are  incapable  of  setting  up  a  fresh  infection.  In  this  case 
there  can  be  no  contagion,  the  germs  must  have  an  abode  somewhere  out- 
side the  human  body  (relapsing  fever  is  an  example). 

B.  The  germs  as  they  leave  the  body  retain  full  possession  of  their  in- 
fective powers.  If  they  retain  both  their  vitality  and  virulence,  then,  and 
then  only,  can  the  disease  be  transmitted  from  the  affected  to  the  healthy  ; 
that  is,  it  may  be  spread  by  contact,  direct  or  indirect  :  but  whether  it  is 
generally  spread  in  this  manner  depends  on  the  following  points  : — (a)  The 
saprophytic  or  parasitic  nature  of  the  infective  organisms,  which  has  been 
sufficiently  discussed  above.  (/3)  Their  distribution  and  diffusion  in  space, 
or  the  readiness  with  which  they  either  multiply  or  may  be  diffused  after 
once  leaving  the  animal  body;  if  a  germ  be  so  widely  distributed  as  to  be 
almost  ubiquitous,  then  we  may  practically  neglect  contagion  as  a  means 
of  spreading  the  disease  {v.  supra). 

It  is  Avell  to  state  here  that  aerial  infection  is  less  common  than  at 
.one  time  it  was  supposed  to  be,  and  under  ordinary  conditions  this  mode 
of  infection  has  been  demonstrated  only  for  pyogenetic,  tubercular  and 
pneumonic  lesions ;  though  it  must  be  assumed  to  exist  in  influenza, 
(malaria),  dii:)htheria,  and  some  of  the  exanthemata,  such  as  small-pox  and 
scarlatina.  For  the  organisms  of  typhoid  fever,  cholera,  dysentery,  and 
various  forms  of  diarrhoea  we  must  search  the  water ;  while  the  soil  is 
commonly  inhabited  by  the  bacilli  of  tetanus  and  malignant  oedema,  and 
also  of  anthrax  :  pathogenetic  pyococci  are  found  likewise  in  the  soil, 
which  also  absorbs  the  infective  discharges  of  diseased  individuals,  dis- 
charges which  contain  organisms  that,  under  favourable  conditions,  may 
survive  for  months.    Dust  may  prove  a  fertile  source  of  infection  for 
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tuberculosis,  wound  infections,  tetanus  and  pneumonia.  That  some  bac- 
terial diseases  find  their  means  of  diffusion  in  food  is  so  well  known  as 
to  require  no  further  comment.  I  may  mention  more  especially  tuber- 
culosis, typhoid  fever,  cholera,  diphtheria  and  scarlet  fever.  For  the 
sake  of  brevity  we  must  pass'  over  the  other  possible  sources  of  ectan- 
thropic  infections,  such  as  insects,  clothes,  furniture  and  the  like. 
Seeing,  then,  that  the  tubercle  bacillus  is  found  in  the  dust,  in  the  food 
(milk),  and  in  other  accessible  sources,  we  must  pause  before  putting 
every  fresh  case  of  infection  down  to  contagion,  and  before  we  recom- 
mend isolation  of  the  diseased  as  the  one  preventive  measure. 

(y)  The  power  of  the  organisms  to  form  spores  outside  the  diseased  body 
naturally  lessens  the  importance  of  direct  contagion  and  increases  the 
chances  of  indirect  contagion.  (S)  The  abundance  of  germs  leaving  the 
affected  individual  favours  indirect  contagion  by  causing  a  wider  diffusion, 
and  by  offering  more  chances  of  ectanthropic  infection.  In  some  infective 
diseases  the  organisms  are  never,  or  but  rarely,  discharged  from  the  body, 
as  for  instance  in  tetanus,  where  the  bacilli  are  found  in  small  numbers 
at  the  seat  of  inoculation;  in  others  the  organisms  are  discharged  in  large 
numbers,  especially  in  the  diseases  which  affect  the  excretory  passages,  or 
organs  in  direct  or  easy  communication  with  such  passages.  In  bacterial 
intestinal  lesions — for  example,  in  typhoid  fever  and  cholera — thousands 
of  bacilli  or  vibrios  must  pass  away  with  the  dejecta :  similarly,  in  pul- 
monary infections — for  example,  in  tuberculosis,  pneumonia,  influenza — 
the  sputa  must  swarm  with  bacteria.  From  extensive  ulcerating  bacterial 
skin  affections — as,  for  example,  in  nodular  leprosy — myriads  of  bacilli  may 
be  discharged.  (The  breath,  by  the  way,  if  unmixed  with  saliva  or  mucus, 
is  free  from  micro-organisms.)  The  urine,  again,  may  contain  numerous 
organisms — as  in  gonorrhoea,  some  forms  of  puerperal  fever,  typhoid 
fever  and  tuberculosis.  When  the  bacteria  are  incapable  of  saprophytic 
existence,  or  when  from  the  nature  of  the  disease  the  discharges  can  be 
more  closely  guarded,  the  danger  of  increased  diffusion  is  so  far  limited. 
Thus  the  urine  in  gonorrhcea  and  the  sputum  in  acute  pneumonia  are 
not  dangerous  sources  of  infection.  On  the  other  hand,  consumptives  by 
their  expectorations  contribute  largely  to  the  wide  diffusion  of  the 
tubercle  bacillus ;  from  the  chronic  nature  of  their  disease  they  are  less 
easily  controlled,  and,  especially  in  the  poorer  classes,  they  are  reckless 
with  their  expectoration. 

(e)  The  mode  and  readiness  of  infection  is  naturally  of  great  import- 
ance, for  some  organisms  will  produce  disease  in  whatever  way,  and 
when  they  have  been  introduced  into  the  body  in  very  small  numbers. 
Others  are  virulent  when  received  in  large  numbers,  or  only 
when  taken  in  by  the  stomach,  and  harmless  when  injected  sub- 
cutaneously.  Thus  guinea-pigs  succumb  to  the  smallest  injection  of  the 
tetanus  bacillus,  and  white  mice  are  so  susceptible  to  anthrax  that  almost 
a  single  virulent  spore  or  bacillus  is  sufficient  to  destroy  them.  Eabbits 
generally  accjuire  a  fatal  septicaemia  when  injected  with  a  very  small 
number  of  virulent  pneumococci.    On  the  other  hand,  it  rec[uires  a  large 
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number  of  bacilli  pyocj-anei  to  bring  a1)out  a  fatal  sejjticajmia  in  rodents, 
or  a  large  numljer  of  pyogenetic  staphylococci  to  produce  suppuration.  To 
some  extent,  no  doubt,  these  laboratory  observations  apply  also  to 
natural  conditions,  especially  since  experiment  shows  that  the  result  pro- 
duced often  varies  as  the  quantity  of  germs  introduced.  Thus  a  small 
number  of  bacilli  pyocyanei  will  lead  to  a  small  local  abscess  only, 
followed  probably  by  a  condition  of  acquired  immunity  ;  a  larger  number 
will  lead  to  local  necrosis,  and  a  still  larger  number  to  septicaemia  and 
death.  The  same  direct  relation  between  quantity  and  effect  may  be 
observed  with  many  pathogenetic  organisms.  Koch  found  that  white 
mice  are  resistant  to  tubercle  bacilli  inoculated  subcutaneously, 
but  succumb  to  subperitoneal  inoculations,  or  when  the  bacilli  are 
introduced  by  means  of  inhalation.  The  same  rule  applies  also  to 
dogs  and  rats :  when  large  quantities  of  bacilli  were  used  these  animals 
failed  to  offer  any  resistance,  whatever  the  mode  of  infection  employed. 
Again,  Blagovestchewski  has  demonstrated  that  on  simultaneously  inject- 
ing the  anthrax  bacillus  and  the  bacillus  pyocyaneus  into  the  anterior 
chamber  or  subcutaneous  tissue  of  rabbits,  no  infection,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, immunity  against  anthrax  will  result ;  while  on  injecting  a  similar 
mixture  into  the  circulation  the  animal  will  die  of  a  double  infection. 
Roger,  on  the  other  hand,  has  shown  that  rabbits,  which  are  naturally 
immune  from  quarter-evil,  will  succumb  to  this  disease,  if  the  bacilli  be 
injected  into  the  anterior  chamber.  It  is  evident,  then,  that  the  easier  and 
the  more  general  the  mode  of  the  infection,  both  as  regards  the  number  of 
germs  and  the  paths  of  infection,  the  greater  the  danger  of  spreading  a  contagi- 
ous disease ;  and  before  we  estimate  the  true  risk  of  contagion,  we  must 
find  out  what  form  of  infection  is  necessary  to  produce  the  disease, 
what  quantity  of  bacteria,  and  how  readily  such  infection  can  be  l^rought 
about. 

({■)  The  natural  habitat  of  the  pathogenetic  organisms  greatly  affects 
the  ordinary  risk  of  contagion.  Thus  the  normal  body  on  its  cutaneous 
and  mucous  surfaces  often  contains  large  numbers  of  such  organisms  which 
may  suddenly  assume  infective  properties  ;  that  is  to  say,  they  may  pro- 
duce acute  infection.  In  such  cases  contagion  is  a  factor  which  may  be 
neglected  :  a  good  example  is  pneumonia.  The  contagiousness  of  an 

infective  disease  further  depends  on  certain  social,  local,  climatic  and  other 
hygienic  conditions  which  cannot  be  discussed  here.  {6)  The  suscepti- 
bility or  predisposition  of  the  individuals  is  a  factor  of  far-reaching  im- 
portance. When  we  test  a  microbe  for  its  pathogenetic  property,  we 
always  choose  a  highly  susceptil)le  animal — an  animal,  that  is,  which  will 
acquire  the  disease  under  normal  physiological  conditions.  When  study- 
ing the  contagiousness  of  any  disease  in  man,  we  should  recollect  that 
the  healthy  body  offers  unequal  resistances  to  the  various  germs  and 
their  poisons.  Take,  for  instance,  diphtheria  or  erysipelas,  inoculate  a 
healthy  person  with  the  morbid  material,  and  diphtheria  or  erysipelas 
■will  result  almost  to  a  certainty.  Do  the  same  vnth.  leprosy  or  tuber- 
culosis, and  proljably  there  will  be  no  specific  consequences. 
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Leprosy  is  not  communicable  from  the  diseased  to  the  healthy  and  \ 
sound.  The  experimental  evidence  on  this  point  is  so  strong  that  mere  \ 
opinions  to  the  contraiy  are  of  little  importance.  Many  attempts  have  \ 
been  made  to  inoculate  leprosy  from  the  leper  to  the  non-leper,  but  never  ] 
has  a  success  been  proved.  Leprosy  cannot  be  transmitted  from  the  I 
diseased  to  the  healthy  by  means  of  inoculation — in  other  words,  it  is  1 
not  contagious  under  normal  conditions.  To  transmit  the  disease  some-  I 
thing  else  is  wanted  besides  the  contagium  vivum,  which  is  not  sufficient  j 
of  itself  to  produce  leprosy ;  this  something  else  may  be  a  special  pre-  I 
disposition,  a  want  of  resistance. 

Contagion  and  contagiousness,  then,  cannot  be  measured  by  an 
alisolute  standard,  a  truth  almost  persistently  forgotten.  The  scientific 
and  the  practical  aspects  of  the  question  must  be  considered  separately. 
In  a  scientific  classification  of  infective  diseases  we  justly  include  under 
contagious  affections  all  those  which  may  be  propagated  l)y  contagion, 
that  is,  by  inoculation  or  any  form  of  infection,  irrespective  of  the  fact 
whether  they  generally,  or,  indeed,  ever  are  naturally  spread  in  this 
manner.  When  practical  sanitary  and  preventive  measures  are  contem- 
plated, the  natural  and  epidemiological  conditions  must  be  carefully  con- 
sidered. 

Summary. — Contagious  infective  diseases  are  spread  by  direct  or 
indirect  contact,  or — to  put  it  in  symbolic  language — from  A  to  B,  so  that 
B  cannot  be  infected  without  A;  or  from  A  to  B  through  an  ectanthropic 
body  X.  In  the  first  case,  to  save  B  we  must  remove  or  destroy  A.  In 
the  second  case  three  courses  are  open  to  us,  namely,  to  find  out 
whether  we  can  best  save  B  by  destroying  A  alone,  or  X  alone,  or  both 
A  and  X.  But  if  we  find  that  to  destroy  A  alone  is  of  no  avail,  and 
that  to  destroy  X  is  an  impossibility,  what  are  we  to  do  ?  Now,  it  is  a 
well-ascertained  fact  that  in  many  cases  an  individual  has  a  natural 
resistance  against  the  infective  germ,  and  that  the  latter  cannot  exert 
its  detrimental  effect  until  this  resistance  is  lost ;  and  this  may  give  us 
the  key  to  action,  which  will  be  adapted  to  restore  the  resistance,  while, 
at  the  same  time,  of  course,  X  is  kept  in  abeyance.  To  this  point  we 
shall  return. 

The  micro-organisms  responsible  for  a  number  of  our  commoner 
infective  diseases  belong  to  the  group  of  facultative  parasites,  or  faculta- 
tive saprophytes,  organisms  which  are  capable  of  multiplying  outside  the 
human  body.  These  diseases  are  seldom  directly,  and  occasionally  not  e^'en 
indirectly  contagious.  A  good  example  is  cholera.  The  germs  leaving 
the  human  body  are,  generally  speaking,  incapable  of  setting  up  an 
immediate  infection.  No  doubt  direct  contagion  does  occur,  but  it  is  a 
rare  exception ;  and  sudden  outbreaks  of  cholera  are  easily  explained  by 
assuming  that  large  quantities  of  germs  grow  concealed  and  unsuspected  . 
outside  the  human  organism,  or  that  otherwise  becoming  diffused  they  have 
obtained  access  to  a  general  source  of  infection,  for  instance,  the  drinking- 
water.  The  saprophytic  nature  or  phase  of  the  comma  bacillus — if  we 
assume  it  to  be  the  contagium  vivum  of  cholera — is  of  great  importance 
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in  regard  to  the  contagiousness  or  non-contagiousness  of  cholera,  and  to 
the  best  mode  of  preventing  further  outbreaks  or  diflfusion  of  the  disease. 

It  has  been  said  above  that,  if  a  germ  be  widely  distributed  in  space, 
we  may  practically  neglect  contagion  as  a  means  of  spreading  the  disease. 
This  may  be  illustrated  by  the  familiar  instance  of  tuberculosis.  Consider- 
ing the  large  number  of  consumptives,  the  immense  numbers  of  bacilli  in 
the  sputum,  and  the  persistence  of  these  bacilli,  the  sources  of  infection 
must  be  almost  ubiquitous,  and  accordingly  the  exclusive  importance  of 
contagion  vanishes.  To  go  back  to  our  symbols,  we  cannot  remove  X, 
or  can  do  so  in  part  only,  because  it  is  well  known  that  the  tubercle 
bacilli  are  capable  of  leaving  the  animal  body  and  remaining  dormant 
outside  it  for  a  long  time,  in  the  full  possession  of  their  infective  and 
germinative  properties.  Dried  they  retain  their  virulence  for  months, 
boiling  does  not  always  destroy  them,  nor  does  putrefaction.  The  bacillus 
resists  the  digestive  action  of  the  gastro-intestinal  secretions,  and  it  is 
much  less  parasitic  than  is  generally  assumed.  Thus  Sander  has  succeeded 
in  growing  it  on  ordinary  potatoes  and  in  their  juice,  on  boiled  macaroni, 
baked  bread,  and  in  oidinary  tap  water ;  and  it  is  certain  that  it  can  be 
readily  acclimatised  to  changes  of  temperature.  Hence  it  is  nearly 
certain  that,  within  limits,  it  is  capable  of  a  saprophytic  existence, 
and  we  are  therefore  forced  to  assume  that,  in  towns  at  any  I'ate,  we 
are  surrounded  almost  everywhere  by  infective  tuberculous  matei'ial. 
Infection,  therefore,  is  possible  in  two  Avays,  («)  from  the  diseased  directly, 
or  (6)  from  objects  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  affected  person,  or  far 
removed  both  in  time  or  space  from  him.  To  prevent  further  infection 
we  should  have  to  remove  both  the  phthisical  individuals  and  the  bacilli 
scattered  outside  the  human  body.  The  former  cannot  be  done  satis- 
factorily, because  phthisis  is  an  extremely  chronic  afi'ection,  not  always 
easily  diagnosed  in  its  early  stages,  and  what  is  diagnosed  as  incipient 
phthisis  is  often  a  lesion  considerably  advanced.  Isolation  and  segregation 
would  therefore  be  followed  by  so  little  success  as  to  seem  unjustifiable. 
Nor  can  we  entirely  remove  the  ectanthropic  sources  of  infection.  AVe 
know,  however,  that  only  those  of  our  fellow-creatures  will  acquire  tuber- 
culosis who  are  disjjosed  to  the  disease ;  and  the  question  is  Avhether  we 
can  alter  this  disposition  when  once  established,  or  altogether  prevent  its 
establishment  ?    The  answer  will  be  supplied  later. 

We  must  understand  that  in  reasoning  upon  laboratory  experiments 
the  precepts  of  logic  and  common-sense  are  not  to  be  altogether  for- 
gotten. Laboratory  experience,  for  instance,  has  taught  us  that  tuber- 
culosis is  an  infective  lesion,  due  to  a  bacillus  capable  of  multiplying 
Avithin  the  body.  It  is  also  contagious ;  experiments  on  guinea-pigs 
prove  this.  But  we  must  remember  that  guinea-pigs  are  extremely 
susceptible  animals,  and  that  the  healthiest  specimen,  if  inoculated  Avith 
the  smallest  quantities  of  mammalian  tubercle  bacilli,  will  succumb.  In 
the  case  of  guinea-pigs,  segregation,  destruction,  and  assiduous  disinfec- 
tion of  the  cages  would  keep  the  spread  of  tuberculosis  in  abeyance. 

Mankind,  on  the  other  hand,  is  naturally  resistant  to  tuberculosis. 
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This  disease  is  directly  or  indirectly  contagious  for  all  healthy  guinea-pigs 
alike ;  but  in  man  it  is  contagious  only  for  those  who  have  lost  their 
resistance,  those,  that  is,  who  in  some  way  or  other  have  become  disposed 
to  the  disease.  In  a  well-regulated  laboratory  we  prevent  the  outbreak, 
or  at  any  rate  the  spread  of  phthisis  among  guinea-pigs  by  removing 
or  destroying  the  diseased  animals,  and  at  the  same  time  getting  rid  of 
the  bacilli  by  disinfection.  From  our  own  surroundings,  however,  we 
can  only  remove  the  sources  of  infection  in  part ;  and  so  long  as  we 
cannot  do  so  entirely,  the  destruction  or  isolation  of  the  diseased  subjects 
would  be  ineffectual. 

The  question  of  predisposition  must  now  be  studied  more  fully. 

VI.  Predisposition 

I.  Personal  Predisposition  is  best  defined  as  susceptibility  to  a 
disease  ;  it  may  be  either  natural  or  acquired.  A  natural  predisposition 
may  be  either  a  property  of  a  species,  which  as  such  is  transmitted  from 
parent  to  offspring  (racial  predisposition),  or  it  may  be  an  accidental 
character  of  one  or  more  individuals  of  a  species  (individual  predisposition), 
not  necessarily  transmitted  to  the  offspring.  Thus  guinea-pigs  are  naturally 
extremely  susceptible  to  tuberculosis  ;  man  to  syphilis  or  diphtheria.  On 
the  other  hand,  man  or  animal  may  be  naturally  resistant  against  an 
infective  disease,  as  is  a  hen  against  tetanus.  In  the  last  case  the  resistance 
is  absolute ;  that  is,  so  long  as  we  work  within  the  limits  of  experiment, 
the  normal  animal  cannot  be  infected ;  in  other  cases  it  may  be  relative 
and  partial,  as,  for  example,  in  the  case  of  man's  resistance  against 
tuberculosis,  leprosy,  anthrax  or  cholera.  We  must  assume  that  in  such 
cases  the  disposition  is  entirely  or  partly  absent.  The  cause  of.  this 
individual  disposition  we  do  not  fully  understand. 

The  predisposition,  like  immunity,  depends  on  various  factors,  among 
which  the  most  important  are — (1)  intrinsic  cell  properties,  and  (2) 
extrinsic  conditions  reacting  harmfully  on  the  body  and  its  tissue  pro- 
cesses. Within  certain  limits  every  organism  has  special  cellular 
mechanisms  to  ward  off"  an  infection.  Thus  the  acidity  of  the  gastric 
juice,  and  a  proper  supply  of  it,  may  prove  too  strong  for  the  cholera 
vibrio ;  the  ciliated  epithelium  and  the  sensitiveness  of  the  bronchial 
mucous  membrane  and  the  germicidal  action  of  the  mucus  may  protect 
the  respiratory  organs  against  an  invasion  by  tubercle  bacilli.  Again,  we 
know  from  LofRer's  experiments  that  the  age  and  nature  of  the  epithelial 
lining  are  conditions  of  great  importance  in  the  case  of  diphtheria :  the 
vaginal  mucous  membrane  of  young  animals  is  easily  attacked,  but  that 
of  old  animals  is  very  resistant.  Orth  and  Wyssokowitsch  have  shown  , 
that  traumatic  lesions  at  a  seat  of  infection  will  cause  a  local  predisposi- 
tion to  certain  infective  processes.  These  investigators  produced  a  well- 
marked  malignant  endocarditis  by  first  causing  a  slight  injury  to  the 
cardiac  valves,  and  then  injecting  a  culture  of  staphylococci :  endocarditis 
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did  not  result  when  the  valves  were  intact.  Similarly,  pyogenetic 
cocci  will  readily  produce  suppuration  in  an  oedematous  rabbit,  although 
harmless  to  rabbits  in  a  normal  state. 

The  question  of  predisposition  has  been  more  clearly  put  before  us 
during  recent  times,  and  a  short  summary  may  here  be  given  of  the  most 
important  experiments  and  observations  which  show  that  predisposition 
is  a  definite  qualitj^  which  can  be  estimated  within  the  precincts  of  the 
laboratory,  and  is  not  a  mere  makeshift  to  explain  clinical  difficulties. 

II.  Acquired  Predisposition. — Various  means  exist  by  which  a  re- 
fractory or  resistant  animal  can  be  rendered  susceptible — by  which,  that 
is,  a  disposition  can  be  established  to  any  particular  infective  disease  ;  or, 
to  put  the  case  differently,  we  possess  means  to  make  a  disease  which  is 
non-contagious  to  a  certain  species  of  animal  extremely  contagious  to 
certain  members  of  that  species.  We  may  reduce  the  natural  resistance 
of  an  animal  against  a  microbe  either  by  general  or  special  interferences, 
and  thus  establish  an  acquired  disposition.  The  former  are  of  more 
interest  to  us,  as  they  prove  how  much  good  can  be  effected  by  sanitary 
surroundings  in  the  prevention  of  disease,  and  we  shall  lead  off  with  them. 

General  Interferences. — 1.  Canalis  and  Morpurgo  have  shown  that  hy 
means  of  starvation  we  can  render  pigeons,  which  are  naturally  resistant 
against  anthrax,  extremely  susceptible  to  this  infection.  They  succumb, 
either  if  we  allow  them  to  starve  immediately  after  the  inoculation,  or 
stai've  them  six  days  previously  and  then  inoculate  them,  at  the  same 
time  continuing  the  process  of  starvation.  But  if  we  feed  them  regularly 
immediately  after  inoculation,  then,  in  spite  of  having  ^^I'eviously  been 
starved  for  six  days,  they  Avill  survive.  However,  if  we  allow  them  to 
starve  longer  than  six  days  before  the  inoculation,  they  will  succumb, 
whether  we  feed  them  or  not  after  the  infection. 

Similarly  hens,  naturallj'  immune,  become  susceptible  to  an  anthrax 
infection  through  starvation.  White  i-ats,  on  the  other  hand,  do  not 
lose  their  natural  immunity  in  this  manner.  Sacchi,  by  means  of  starva- 
tion, succeeded  in  rendering  a  local  anthrax  infection  in  pigeons  a  general 
infection.  Similar  experiments  have  also  been  made  on  artificially  im- 
munised rabbits.  Pernice  and  Alessi  proved  that  dogs,  hens,  pigeons, 
and  frogs  can  be  rendered  susceptible  to  anthrax,  by  depriving  them  of 
water. 

2.  Again,  futigue  and  loss  of  hlood  are  cajiable  of  removing  the 
natural  immunity  of  animals.  Thus  Charrin  and  Eoger  have  shown 
that  the  normal  white  rat,  which,  as  is  well  known,  is  very  insusceptible 
to  anthrax,  becomes  susceptible  to  this  disease  in  a  marked  degree  if  it 
is  made  to  work  a  ti^eadmill  in  a  cage  until  it  is  thoroughly  fatigued. 
Eoger  has  further  demonstrated  that  rabbits,  which  are  relatively 
refractory  to  quarter-evil,  lose  their  immunity  by  exhaustion  and  fatigue  ; 
and  Rodet  and  others  have  established  an  acquired  disposition  by 
inducing  a  general  anjemia  by  artificial  loss  of  blood. 

3.  An  unsuitable  diet,  as  Hankin  has  shown,  may  remove  the  resistance 
of  the  body  against  anthrax.    Thus  refractory  rats,  fed  on  sour  milk 
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and  bread,  lose  their  insusceptibility ;  a  pure  meat  diet  increases  it. 
Hans  Leo  administered  phloridzin  in  small  doses  with  the  food  for  some 
days  previous  to  inoculation,-  with  the  result  that  sugar  showed  itself  in 
the  tissues  of  the  animal  under  experiment :  this  animal  now  became  highly 
susceptible  to  a  glanders  infection,  which  in  its  normal  condition  it  was 
able  to  resist.  The  same  treatment,  however,  did  not  increase  the 
susceptibility  of  rats  to  anthrax  and  tuberculosis. 

4.  Exposure  to  hetit,  cold,  and  moisture  has  been  investigated  by 
Pasteur,  Petruschky,  Fermi  and  Salsano,  and  others.  Thus  on  immersing 
a  hen  in  water  it  loses  its  resistance  to  anthrax,  and  the  same  occurs 
on  reducing  its  temperature  by  the  administration  of  antipyrin. 
Frogs,  if  kept  at  a  temperature  of  25°-35°  C,  will  easily  succumb  to 
anthrax.  Guinea-pigs  and  white  mice,  which  are  resistant  to 
avian  tuberculosis,  can  be  rendered  suscej^tible  by  keeping  them 
after  inoculation  in  a  warm  chamber  at  33°-35^  C.  This  will  also 
increase  the  susceptibility  of  white  mice  to  mammalian  tuberculosis. 
Cold,  on  the  other  hand,  does  not  affect  the  special  disposition  of  these 
animals. 

We  see,  then,  that  it  is  easy  by  such  general  means  as  starvation, 
fatigue,  exposure,  and  bad  diet  to  reduce  the  insusceptibility  of  certain 
animals  to  infective  diseases.  Now,  if  in  a  community  of  which  the 
normal  individuals  are  insusceptible,  a  certain  number  of  these,  through 
one  or  other  of  the  above  causes,  become  susceptible,  then  the  disease 
may  be  extremely  contagious  for  these  modified  persons,  though  non- 
contagious for  the  community  as  a  group.  This  shows  how  cautious  we 
must  be  in  pronouncing  any  infective  disease  to  be  contagious  to  a  com- 
munity. In  many  cases  it  would  evidently  be  absurd  to  clamour  for 
physical  or  social  extinction  of  the  affected  individual ;  we  must  attack 
the  problem  differently.  Knowing  by  what  processes  the  disease  has 
become  contagious  for  a  certain  community,  while  preventing  a  further 
distribution  of  the  contagium  by  disinfection  and  other  appropriate 
measures,  we  must  so  improve  the  social  and  personal  hygiene  as  to 
reverse  the  direction  of  modification. 

A  consideration  of  tuberculosis  from  this  point  of  view  will  make 
my  meaning  clearer.  We  cannot  hope  to  destroy  the  contagium  vivum, 
it  is  too  widely  distributed ;  nor  can  we  destroy  the  afi"ected  individuals 
— such  a  process  would  be  unavailing,  even  if  free  from  other  objec- 
tions. How,  then,  can  we  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease  1  If,  as 
it  seems,  the  disposition  to  it  be  due  to  any  or  all  of  the  above  causes, 
let  these  be  removed.  Now  we  know  that  a  healthy  man  is  relatively 
immune  from  tuberculosis  ;  we  also  know  that  bad  hygiene,  exposure, 
and  the  like,  may  render  him  susceptible  to  it ;  the  rational  preventive 
measure,  therefore,  is  to  counteract  the  causes  of  this  acquired  suscepti-, 
bility,  while  at  the  same  time  we  order  all  consumptives  to  destroy 
their  sputum.  That  improved  personal  hygiene  and  public  sanitation, 
and  a  higher  standard  of  life,  materially  diminish  the  death-rate  from 
consumption  is  already  ascertained  ;  the  vital  statistics  of  England  clearly 


SYSTEM  OF  MEDICINE 


demonstrate  that  sanitary  legislation  has  coincided  with  a  considerable 
diminution  of  the  number  of  deaths  from  phthisis. 

The  same  reasoning  applies  to  leprosy.  This  affection,  as  mentioned 
above,  is  comparatively,  if  not  quite,  ha,rmless_ to_healthy  men  living 
under  sound  conditions.  Bad  hygiene,  poverty,  insufficient  lood,  and 
so  forth,  increase  the  liability  to  the  disease.  How  is  it  that  the  pest 
has  died  out  in  England  and  is  decreasing  in  India'?  Certainly  not 
merely  on  account  of  segregation,  for  such  measures  have  virtually  never 
been  taken  in  Europe,  and  in  India  cannot  be  taken.  In  Norway  the 
disease  was  decreasing  before  segregation  was  enforced.  The  chief  cause 
of  the  disappearance  of  the  leprosy  from  these  parts  is  to  be  found 
in  a  general  improvement  of  social  and  personal  surroundings  and  a 
raised  standard  of  living. 

But  why  shall  we  not  order  the  compulsory  isolation  of  tubercular 
patients  ?  Because  in  tuberculosis  we  have  a  chronic,  extremely  insidious 
disease,  Avidely  distributed  over  the  world,  a  disposition  to  which  is  com- 
paratively easily  acquired  or  inherited  ;  the  tubercle  bacilli  already  exist 
everywhere,  and  compulsory  isolation  could  not  be  carried  out  rigorously 
enough  to  lessen  the  spread  of  the  disease.  Long  before  we  have  recog- 
nised the  complaint,  our  patient,  consciously  or  unconsciously,  has  already 
disseminated  his  share  of  bacilli  ready  to  be  taken  up  by  the  nearest 
individuals,  and  to  fix  upon  the  susceptible.  If  there  is  to  be  any 
isolation  at  all,  the  more  reasonable  course  would  be  to  isolate  those  so  dis- 
posed. In  the  wealthier  classes  this  is  done,  directly  and  indirectly,  Avith 
good  results.  In  the  case  of  the  masses  the  only  thing  to  be  done  is  to 
counteract  the  general  causes  of  susceptibility,  and  to  persist  in  disinfec- 
tion on  ordinary  common-sense  lines. 

The  above  considerations  will  also  exjjlain  the  meaning  and  nature 
of  endemicity,  or  the  state,  both  of  the  individuals  living  in  a  district, 
and  of  the  medium  in  which  they  live,  which  favours  a  certain  infective 
disease.  Undoubtedly  cholera  is  a  disease  for  which,  if  it  appears  sporadic- 
ally, a  special  individual  bent  is  required  ;  and  if  it  appears  in 
epidemics,  there  must  be  the  local  predisposition  in  addition.  Now  in 
certain  parts  of  India,  as,  for  example,  Lower  Bengal  and  Assam,  cholera  is 
always  present  or  "  endemic."  Such  endemic  areas  are,  for  the  most  part, 
over-populated,  poor,  or  extremely  unhealthy.  May  not  these  and  similar 
factors  reduce  the  resistance  of  the  population,  and  render  the  existence 
of  the  evil  a  necessary  consequence  ?  This  matter  gains  in  interest  as 
we  remember  that  in  those  areas  wherein  cholera  is  always  present 
leprosy  also  is  most  common.  This  cannot  mean  that  any  direct  causal 
y  connection  exists  between  leprosy  and  cholera,  but  it  is  quite  possible, 
^  and  perhaps  even  j^robable,  that  those  factors  which  contribute  to  the 
l^revalence  of  the  one  have  a  like  effect  on  the  other. 

AVe  should,  however,  remember  that,  in  contradistinction  to  this 
individual  disposition  which  applies  to  certain  individuals  of  a  species, 
there  is  also  a  racial  disjMsitiov  which  applies  to  all  members  of  a 
species.    Negroes  are  seldom  affected  by  yellow  fever,  and  the  same  is 
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true  of  the  mulatto.  There  are  numerous  examples  of  such  phenomena 
in  the  laboratory.  Thus  of  dogs  which  are  relatively  resistant  to 
anthrax,  black  dogs  are  less  so  than  white  ones.  Black  and  gray  rats 
are  less  susceptible  to  anthrax  than  white  rats.  Field-mice,  again,  are 
extremely  susceptible  to  mammalian  tuberculosis,  while  white  mice  are 
practically  immune ;  white  mice,  on  the  other  hand,  easily  succumb  to 
an  infection  with  the  micrococcus  tetragonus,  while  gray  house  mice  are 
quite  refractory  to  it. 

Again,  age  is  a  disposing  factor,  for  young  individuals  acquire  certain 
affections — for  example,  enteric  fever — more  easily  than  adults  ;  this  fact 
also  is  amply  borne  out  by  animal  experiments.  Oemler  has  shown  that 
young  pigeons  are  much  less  refractory  to  anthrax  than  old  ones.  But, 
strange  to  say,  sucklings  appear  to  be  less  liable  to  some  infective  fevers, 
such  as  measles  and  scarlet  fever,  than  to  others ;  this  may  be  due  to  the 
protective  influence  of  mothers'  milk  :  this  matter  will  be  discussed  later. 

Here  we  must  leave  this  interesting  subject,  and  direct  our  attention 
to  the  eff'ect  on  predisposition  of  certain  more  special  and  easily  defined 
interferences.  We  shall  find  that  apparently  slight  causes  are  capable 
of  destroying  the  balance,  and  of  removing  with  one  stroke,  as  it  were, 
the  resistance,  whether  natural  or  acquired,  of  the  tissues  to  a  particular 
infection. 

Special  Interferences. —  1.  It  was  once  thought  by  Tizzoni  and 
Cattani  that  it  is  impossible  to  render  rabbits  immune  from  tetanus  after 
the  removal  of  their  spleens,  and  that  the  removal  of  the  spleen  will  destroy 
the  natural  immunity  of  dogs  from  tetanus  and  anthrax.  That,  however, 
the  acquired  disposition  does  not  in  all  cases  depend  on  the  removal 
of  the  spleen  is  shown  by  the  experiments  of  Foa  and  Scabia  and  others, 
who  worked  with  the  dijjlococcus  of  pneumonia  and  the  B.  pyocyaneus, 
and  proved  that,  for  these  infections  at  least  and  the  immunity  from 
them,  the  spleen  is  of  no  importance  ;  for  if  we  allow  the  animal  to  re- 
cover its  weight  and  strength  completely,  its  immunity  will  persist. 
The  Italian  authors,  on  repeating  their  experiments,  have  indeed  come 
to  this  conclusion.  The  temporary  loss  of  resistance  is  explained,  there- 
fore, simply  by  the  shock  and  weakness  which  naturally  follow  the 
operation. 

According  to  Canalis  and  Morpurgo,  pigeons  are  rendered  less 
resistant  to  anthrax  by  removal  of  the  pancreas.  This  operation  also 
predisposes  animals  to  septic  infections  ;  and  according  to  Sawtschenko, 
the  same  happens  after  section  of  the  spinal  cord  in  pigeons. 

It  is  true,  then,  that  the  destruction  or  removal  of  certain  organs  may 
cancel  the  insusceptibility  of  an  animal  to  an  infection,  either  as  a  direct 
result  of  the  ablation,  or  indirectly  by  the  production  of  some  con- 
stitutional change,  such,  for  instance,  as  the  diabetic  which  follows  excision 
of  the  pancreas. 

2.  Again,  there  are  many  experiments  to  j^rove  that  bacteria,  ab- 
solutely or  relatively  harmless  to  animals  when  injected  in  pure 
cultures  by  themselves,  become  intensely  virulent  when  at  the  same  time  we 
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inject  certain  chemical  bodies  at  the  seat  of  lesion.  Thus  Vaillard  and 
Vincent  have  shown  that  in  animals  immune  from  tetanus  a  characteristic 
infection  can  be  brought  about  by  injecting  lactic  acid  or  trimethyl- 
amine  with  the  tetanus  bacillus.  Similarly,  hydracetin  and  pyrogallol  Avill 
destroy  the  acquired  immunity  of  guinea-pigs  against  hog  cholera. 
Bujwid  found,  on  antecedent  injection  of  sugar  solution  into  the  sub- 
cutaneous tissue  of  animals,  that  an  inoculation  of  the  staphylococcus 
pyogenes  aureus  was  in  most  instances  followed  by  marked  suppuration  ; 
a  result  not  easily  achieved  by  means  of  the  staphylococcus  in  the  absence 
of  previous  sugar  injection.  Lastly,  hypodermic  injections  of  dextrose 
and  lactic  acid  will  render  guinea-pigs  and  white  mice  susceptible  to 
avian  tuberculosis,  and  white  mice  also  to  mammalian  tuberculosis.  This 
was  shown  by  Fei'mi  and  Salsano,  and  it  is  important  to  note  that  avian 
tubercle  bacilli,  repeatedly  inoculated  into  guinea-pigs  rendered  suscep- 
tible by  such  injections,  become  virulent  for  normal  guinea-pigs.  Here 
we  may  also  mention  Klein  and  Coxwell's  experiments,  which  show  that 
in  frogs  and  rats  the  natural  immunity  from  anthrax  may  be  destroyed 
by  means  of  a  chloroform-ether  narcosis. 

3.  Then,  again,  the  metabolic  products  of  certain,  it  may  be  harmless, 
micro-organisms  are  often  capaMe  of  rendering  a  non-pathogenetic  germ  patho- 
genetic. Examples  of  this  are  mentioned  by  Roger,  who  has  shown  that 
rabbits  Avill  succumb  to  quarter-evil,  if,  simultaneously  with  the  bacilli, 
the  chemical  products  of  the  bacillus  prodigiosus,  jsroteus  vulgaris,  or 
staphylococcus  be  administered.  Klein  and  others  have  given  further 
proof  of  this.  Other  allied  bodies — vegetable  ferments,  for  instance — 
have  the  same  effect. 

On  the  other  hand,  many  of  these  chemical  products  of  bacteria  possess 
the  power  of  destroying  the  pathogenetic  projierty  of  specific  organisms. 
I  shall  only  refer  to  the  experiments  of  Blagovestchewski,  who  showed 
that  a  simultaneous  injection  of  anthrax  bacilli  and  the  products  of  the 
bacillus  pyocyaneus  prevents  the  lethal  effect  of  the  anthrax  infection, 
and  renders  the  animal  immune. 

4.  What  has  been  said  of  the  chemical  products  of  the  bacteria 
applies  with  equal  force  to  the  bacteria  themselves.  Klein  and  others 
have  shown  that  by  means  of  concurrent  inoculations  of  various  kinds  of 
organisms  we  may  (1)  render  non-jDathogenetic  bacteria  pathogenetic, 
or  (2)  increase  or  decrease  the  virulence  of  pathogenetic  germs.  A 
few  examples  must  suffice  :  thus  a  simultaneous  inoculation  of  anthrax 
and  pyocyaneus  bacilli,  or  of  anthrax  bacilli  and  erysipelas  cocci,  or 
of  anthrax  and  prodigiosus  or  Friedlander's  bacilli,  protects  the 
animal  against  the  poisonous  effects  of  the  anthrax  bacillus.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  bacillus  prodigiosus  and  various  pyogenetic  germs,  if 
simultaneously  administered  with  the  bacillus  of  tetanus,  render  the 
latter  extremely  pathogenetic  for  animals  capable  of  resisting  a  simple 
infection  with  the  tetanus  bacillus.  Lastly,  the  virulence  of  the  bacillus 
diphtheripe  is  greatly  enhanced  by  means  of  a  concurrent  inoculation 
of  the  bacillus  pyocyaneus,  as  shown  by  Klein. 
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Summapy. — We  see,  then,  that  the  natui'al  resistance  of  animals  is 
easily  destroyed  by  various  processes:  (1)  by  such  as  cause  general 
tissue  disturbances,  namely  hunger,  exposure  to  heat  or  cold  and  wet, 
fatigue,  insufficient  or  inadequate  feeding;  and  (2)  by  more  special  inter- 
ferences, such  as  the  removal  of  organs,  essential  or  not  to  the  animal 
economy,  or  (3)  by  concurrent  inoculations  with  chemical  or  bacterial  2>ro- 
ducts,  or  with  the  bacteria  themselves.  These  special  interferences  do  not 
all  act  in  the  same  manner  on  the  animal  organism  ;  some — as,  for  ex- 
ample, the  removal  of  glands — produce  general  changes  in  the  body  ;  but 
others  may,  and  in  many  cases  do  cause  a  weakening  of  the  tissues  at  the 
seat  of  inoculation  whereby  the  local  defensive  processes  are  impaired 
and  broken  down ;  thus  a  foothold  is  given  to  the  organisms,  enabling 
them  to  grow  and  to  manufacture  their  toxins.  It  must  be  confessed 
that  our  knowledge  of  the  matter  of  concurrent  inoculations  or 
bacterial  association  and  interaction  is  still  defective.  In  the  mean- 
time these  two  processes  (namely,  the  interferences  which  react  on  the  whole 
body  and  those  which  react  merely  locally  on  the  tissues  at  the  seat  of 
injury)  must  be  considered  apart  as  much  as  possible.  In  the  latter  case 
writers  often  speak  of  a  local  predisposition  produced  by  tissue  lesion  ; 
this  is  a  misleading  expression :  it  would  be  more  correct  to  say  that  the 
predisposition  has  become  evident  after  certain  local  changes.  We  cannot 
tell  how  far  such  local  changes  react  on  and  disturb  the  whole  body, 
although  we  must  admit  that  in  many  cases  it  may  not  be  a  matter  of  break- 
ing down  an  immunity  at  all,  but  merely  one  of  soil — one  of  giving  the 
organisms  a  chance  of  development  by  placing  them  under  more  suitable 
local  conditions  of  implantation.  The  whole  subject  requires  research 
rather  than  discussion ;  for  the  present  it  is  enough  to  remember  that, 
by  means  of  association  of  bacterial  or  chemical  substances  with  bacterial 
infections,  we  may  either  break  down  an  existing  immunity,  or  establish 
the  existence  of  a  latent  predisposition,  undetected,  perhaps,  because  of  the 
imperfections  of  our  method  of  inoculation. 

By  any  of  the  above  methods,  then — to  express  it  differently — a  non- 
contagious disease  can  at  once  be  rendered  highly  contagious.  The 
general  causes  are,  in  this  connection,  the  more  important,  because  they 
include  conditions  which  are  covered  by  the  vague  term  "  unsound 
hygiene."  Before  we  can  approach  the  question  of  the  prevention  of  the 
spread  of  an  infective  disease,  it  is  therefore  our  duty  in  all  sanitary  or 
other  inquiries  into  its  contagious  nature  to  ascertain  under  what  condi- 
tions it  becomes  contagious  for  a  particular  community.  Contagionists, 
or  those  who  believe  in  the  direct  contagiousness  of  all  infective  diseases, 
ask  for  some  features  and  characters  by  which  a  disposition  may  be 
recognised.  Such  a  question,  while  it  discloses  a  want  of  appreciation 
of  the  difficulties  of  the  inquiry,  is  also  premature ;  our  knowledge  is 
not  yet  sufficiently  advanced  to  enable  us  to  define  the  special 
dispositions  to  given  infective  diseases.  It  is  easy  to  scoff  at  vague 
generalities  about  unsound  personal  and  social  hygiene,  but  their  potency 
in  establishing  a  disposition  to  an  infective  disease  is  fully  borne  out  by 


SS4 


SYSTEM  OF  MEDICINE 


animal  experiments  ;  the  precise  application  of  this  knowledge  to  a  certain 
community  can  be  made  only  on  the  historical  and  epidemiological  experi- 
ence, and  the  scientific  evidence  obtainable  in  the  particular  case.  If  it 
be  found  that  the  removal  or  abatement  of  unsound  hygienic  conditions 
is  attended  by  a  concomitant  variation  of  the  disease,  we  may  be  a  step 
nearer  to  the  proof  of  a  correlation  between  those  vague  generalities 
about  unsound  hygiene  on  the  one  hand  and  contagion  and  susceptibility 
on  the  other.  In  many  cases — as,  for  instance,  in  tuberculosis — we  have 
to  fight  against  these  vague  causes,  for  we  believe  that  they  render  the 
disease  a  contagious  one  to  a  special  class  of  individuals ;  and  this 
method,  together  with  personal  disinfection,  is  the  only  possible  way 
of  dealing  with  the  problem.  That  the  removal  or  abatement  of  un- 
favourable hygienic  conditions  has  undoubtedly  brought  about  a  decrease 
of  phthisis,  in  England  and  in  the  large  continental  towns,  is  shown  by 
recent  statistics. 

Certain  writers,  such  as  Baumgarten,  deny  the  existence  of  a 
disposition  to  tuberculosis  ;  our  most  experienced  physicians  and 
ablest  pathologists,  however,  recognise  its  existence ;  until  the  days  of 
bacteriology  it  had  never  been  doubted.  Fliigge  goes  even  so  far  as  to 
say  that  "  in  tuberculosis  we  learn  from  experience  that  the  greater  or 
less  accumulation  of  resistant  infective  agents  plays  a  relatively  sub- 
ordinate part  in  the  spread  of  the  disease."  (Fliigge's  Micro-organimm, 
translated  by  Watson  Cheyne,  page  752.)  The  physician  counteracts  the 
disposition  by  removing  the  susceptible  individual  from  any  possible 
risk  of  infection  when  sending  him  to  warmer  and  sunnier  climates  ; 
thus  he  isolates  the  predisposed  whenever  and  so  far  as  he  can. 

In  conclusion,  a  few  words  must  be  said  on  liereilltary  fredis'podtion. 

Hereditary  Predisposition. — Can  an  acquired  disposition  be  trans- 
mitted from  parent  to  offspring  ?  Such  a  disposition  may  be  called 
"  hereditary,"  or  "  inherited,"  and  must  be  carefully  distinguished 
from  a  "  congenital "  disposition,  which  the  child  brings  into  the 
world  independently  of  parental  endowment.  Tuberculosis  is  a  disease 
of  extra-uterine  life,  but  undoubtedly  cases  of  congenital  tuberculosis 
do  occur,  as  shown  by  Merkel,  Landouzy,  Rindfleisch,  Birch- 
Hirschfeld  and  others ;  and  much  more  frequently  than  congenital 
tuberculosis  do  we  find  tuberculosis  in  infants  and  children  during  the 
first  months  or  years  of  life,  as  shown  by  Queyrat,  Landouzy,  Miiller 
and  others.  Until  recently  it  was  almost  universally  believed  that 
the  undisputed  hereditary  succession  of  tubercular  processes  de25ends,  not 
on  a  direct  transmission  of  the  elements  of  the  disease  from  parent  to  off- 
spring, but  on  an  hereditary  transmission  of  a  proclivity.  Baumgarten, 
however,  believes  that  the  heredity  of  phthisis  depends  on  an  intra-uterine 
or  congenital  infection  of  the  foetus  with  tubercle  bacilli  from  the  mother, 
and  he  supports  these  views  with  the  following  arguments.  Besides  the 
existence  of  congenital  tuberculosis,  Birch-Hirschfeld  and  others  have 
demonstrated  that  in  man,  as  well  as  in  animals,  tubercular  infection 
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through  the  placental  circulation  is  not  only  possible  but  does  actually 
occur.  Observations  and  experiments  on  animals  show  :  («)  that  con- 
genital tuberculosis  in  the  larger  susceptible  mammals  is  not  very  rare 
(Johne) ;  (/>)  that  of  the  offspring  of  tubercular  guinea-pigs  twenty-five  jier 
cent  are  born  with  congenital  tuberculosis  (de  Eenzi) ;  (c)  that  intra- 
uterine tubercular  infection  is  possible  in  rabbits  and  mice  (Gartner) ; 
{d)  that  chickens  hatched  from  eggs  inoculated  with  tubercle  bacilli  manifest 
tuberculosis,  and  the  eggs  of  canaries  inoculated  intra-abdominally 
with  tubercle  bacilli  are  frequently  infected  (Mafucci,  Baumgarten  and 
Gartner).  From  analogy,  therefore,  Baumgarten  assumes  that  in  man 
also  the  tubercle  bacilli  are  transmitted  congenitally  in  utero,  and  that 
if  the  disease  be  not  apparent  at  the  time  of  birth  the  bacilli  remain 
dormant  in  the  tissues  (of  the  liver,  for  instance),  causing  at  first  only 
small  obscure  foci,  and  being  for  some  time  impaired  in  their  develop- 
ment ;  but  that  eventually,  "  through  some  cause  or  another,"  they  awake 
and  produce  a  manifest  tuberculosis. 

It  is  evident,  if  we  accept  Baumgarten's  views,  we  have  no  longer 
any  right  to  speak  of  "hereditary"  phthisis;  such  a  process  as  he 
assumes  and  describes  is  an  infection  from  parent  to  ovum  or  foetus,  and 
is  as  much  an  infection  as  the  transmission  of  pathogenetic  organisms  from 
one  adult  to  another.  We  must  then  agree  with  Armauer  Hanson  that  no 
specific  infective  disease  is  hereditary,  if  we  use  the  term  heredity  in  the 
sense  which  Darwin  and  modern  biologists  have  given  to  it.  If  it  appear 
congenitally  it  is  simply  communicated  to  the  foetus  by  infection.  It 
would  be  absurd,  for  instance,  to  speak  of  an  inherited  gonorrhojal  infec- 
tion in  cases  in  which  new-born  children  are  unfortunate  enough  to 
acquire  a  venereal  ophthalmia  in  their  passage  into  the  world.  Now,  if 
heredity  be  not  a  factor  in  infection,  the  organisms  must  have  been 
passed  on :  {a)  from  the  ovary  of  the  mother  or  the  testes  of  the  father ; 
or  (Jj)  from  the  mother  through  the  placental  circulation  ;  that  is,  infection 
may  have  been  germinal  or  placental.  Tubercles  and  tubercle  bacilli 
have  been  found  in  the  placenta,  as  already  stated ;  and,  further,  there  is 
sufficient  evidence,  anatomical  and  histological,  to  show  that  the  bacilli 
pass  from  the  placenta  into  the  foetal  circulation.  The  evidence  of 
germinal  infection,  on  the  other  hand,  is  weak,  so  that  it  is  safer  to 
account  for  true  congenital  tuberculosis  by  placental  infection. 

But  how  are  we  to  account  for  those  cases  in  which  the  offspring  of 
tuberculous  parentage  fall  into  tuberculosis  years,  often  many  years,  after 
birth  1  Baumgarten  assumes  that  in  these  cases  also  there  is  a  latent 
infection,  the  tubercle  bacilli  having  passed  through  the  placenta  (or 
from  the  ovum)  into  the  foetus,  as  already  explained.  That  there  may 
be  an  obscure  tubercular  process  in  many  children  of  tuberculous  parents 
must  be  acknowledged,  because  swollen  and  caseous  glands  containing 
virulent  tubercle  bacilli  have  been  found  both  in  man  and  animals  at,  or 
at  any  rate  soon  after  birth.  Again,  Mafucci  working  on  animals  often 
found  tubercle  bacilli  in  the  liver  of  embryos  of  tuberculous  parentage. 
Undoubtedly,  then,  tubercle  bacilli  may  be  stored  up  in  the  tissues  of 
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the  fcetus.  But  how  is  it  that  such  offspring  often,  or  indeed  generally, 
do  not  manifest  the  disease  proper  until  years  afterwards  ?  The  answer 
must  be  because  their  tissues  are  sufficiently  resistant  to  keep  the  activity 
of  the  bacilli  in  abeyance,  or  in  some  cases  sufficiently  strong  even 
to  destroy  it  altogether.  But  if  later  they  lose  this  resistance,  the 
bacilli  are  then  placed  in  the  conditions  required  for  successful  activity. 
A  few  bacilli  in  an  obscure  focus  do  not  constitute  tuberculosis  any 
more  than  does  the  pathologist's  tubercle  or  wart.  We  are  thus  led 
again  to  assume  a  proclivity  in  the  cases  under  discussion.  And 
is  it  not  possible  that  the  appearance  of  this  proclivity  is  favoured 
by  certain  tendencies  transmitted  by  inheritance  1  Hereditary  peculiari- 
ties are  often  limited  to  a  definite  period  or  age  ;  and  we  find  that  in  the 
offspring  the  disease  often  shows  itself  at  about  the  same  age  as  it  did 
in  the  parent — a  fact  of  importance  in  a  philosophical  consideration  of 
hereditary  transmission. 

Animal  experiments  cannot  prove  much  in  investigations  of  this  nature, 
for  in  questions  of  hereditary  transmission  we  must  consider  each  species 
by  itself.  Guinea-pigs,  rabbits,  mice,  hens,  and  canaries- — -the  animals 
generally  employed  —  are  naturally  highly  susceptible  to  tuberculosis, 
and  hence  the  predisposition  is  an  inherent  property  of  the  parent,  and 
therefore  also  of  the  ovum  or  embryo.  As  the  tissues  of  the  normal 
parent  offer  no  resistance,  we  cannot  possibly  expect  those  of  the  offspring 
to  do  so.  Baumgarten  and  his  followers  should  have  based  their  argu- 
ments and  observations  on  animals  of  marked  resistance — on  goats  and 
dogs— which  cannot  be  infected  without  an  artificially  acquired  disposi- 
tion. Animal  experiments  do,  however,  make  it  certain  that  by  no 
means  all  the  offspring  of  tuberculous  animals  harbour  latent  bacilli  in 
their  tissues,  and  we  have  no  right  to  assume  that  such  a  condition  of  things 
commonly  exists  in  man.  How,  then,  are  we  to  explain  the  frequent  occur- 
ence of  phthisis  in  the  offspring  of  tuberculous  parents  ?  For  the  present 
we  must  assume  that  in  most  cases  they  inherit  only  the  proclivity,  and 
subsequently  become  infected  from  without.  Hence  the  so-called  "heredity" 
of  phthisis  finds  its  explanation  in  the  following  possibilities  : — (1)  Con- 
genital infection,  either  germinal  or  placental,  followed  by  immediate 
results ;  (2)  congenital  infection  with  inherited  disposition,  followed, 
after  a  period  of  latency,  by  recrudescence  at  a  subsequent  date  ;  (3) 
inherited  disposition  with  infection  at  a  later  date.  Now  since  in  the 
case  of  tuberculosis  we  find  some  of  the  characteristic  features  of  heredity 
— for  instance,  tliat  atavism  is  not  uncommon,  and  that  the  hereditary 
tendency  is  often  limited  to  one  sex  and  to  a  definite  age — and  since  it 
requires  great  faith  to  believe  in  a  bacterial  sleep  lasting  through  many 
years  as  a  complete  explanation,  we  must  incline  to  Virchow's  doctrine 
of  the  existence  and  influence  of  an  inherited  predisposition  to  tuber- 
culosis, even  though  our  modern  conception  of  predisposition  differs  from 
his.    [See  article  on  the  "  Laws  of  Inheritance  and  Disease."] 

The  inherited  disposition  may  be  either  specific  or  non-specific. 
The  parental  disposition  may  have  been  due  to  many  agents  and  factors ; 
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and  it  is  possible  that  some  of  tiiese,  although  not  of  the  same  nature 
as  the  resulting  tuberculosis,  have  been  the  cause  of  the  congenital  bent 
transmitted  to  the  offspring.  This  evidently  could  not  be  an  inherited 
specific  predisposition ;  that  is,  it  is  quite  within  the  bounds  of  possibility 
that  a  non-tubercular  condition  of  a  parent  may  lead  in  a  child  to  an 
inherited  predisposition  favourable  to  the  development  of  tuberculosis. 
A  predisposition  can  only  be  specifically  inherited  in  cases  in  which  the 
child  was  born  of  tuberculous  parents  or  ancestors.  A  child  born  of  a 
parent  who  becomes  phthisical  some  years  after  its  birth  cannot  with 
certainty  be  supposed  to  have  inherited  a  specific  tubercular  proclivity. 
The  eventual  acquirement  of  the  disease  by  the  parent  cannot  make  the 
inherited  proclivity  any  more  specific ;  it  can  prove  only  that  certain 
conditions  and  abnormalities  of  the  parent  which  eventually  favoured 
tuberculosis  have  been  transmitted  to  the  offspring.  For  practical  pur- 
poses the  distinction  between  a  specific  and  a  non-specific  inherited  tend- 
ency may  be  unimportant ;  but  in  a  scientific  discussion  of  heredity  it 
is  a  matter  deserving  of  the  fullest  attention. 

Germinal  infection,  though  doubtful  in  tuberculosis,  certainly  exists 
in  the  case  of  syphilis  ;  the  contagium  being  derived  from  either  the 
father  or  the  mother.  But  since  we  have  no  direct  knowledge  of  the 
syphilitic  virus  we  cannot  generalise  from  our  observations  of  this  disease. 
Although  tubercle  and  also  leprosy  bacilli  have  been  found  occasionally  in 
the  testes  and  ovaries,  and  even  in  the  seminal  fluid  of  diseased  individuals, 
there  is  no  evidence  whatever  that  germinal  infection  ever  does  occur  : 
in  fact,  Gartner  has  shown  that  in  animals,  even  if  numerous  tubercle 
bacilli  are  contained  in  the  seminal  fluid,  it  is  the  mother  which  is  first 
infected,  and  not  the  ovum  or  embryo.  This  may  be  said  of  all  infective 
diseases  with  the  bacteriology  of  which  we  are  acquainted ;  and  for  such 
of  them  as  appear  congenitally,  infection  must  practically  always  take 
place  through  the  placental  circulation.  This  is  exactly  what  occurs  in 
animals  where  it  can  be  demonstrated  more  readily.  Placental  infection 
in  animals  has  been  conclusively  shown  to  occur  in  congenital  anthrax, 
chicken  cholera,  suppurative  lesions,  and  tuberculosis  :  in  man  it  is  found 
in  pneumococcus  and  suppurative  infections,  in  typhoid  fever,  anthrax, 
(malaria),  relapsing  fever  and  tuberculosis ;  and  is  assumed  to  exist  in 
measles,  scarlatina  and  small-pox,  diseases  the  bacteriology  of  which  is 
still  obscure.  Where  placental  infection  occurs,  the  micro-organisms  are 
taken  up  chiefly  by  the  foetal  liver  ;  there,  according  to  Mafucci,  a  keen 
struggle  for  supremacy  occurs,  the  embryonic  gland  as  much  as  the  adult 
one  being  possessed  of  marked  defensive  capacity.  If  the  bacteria  prove 
victorious,  then  the  foetus  may  present  the  characteristic  lesions  produced 
by  the  infection — as,  for  instance,  in  many  cases  of  tuberculosis,  septi- 
ctemia,  or  pyaemia ;  or  it  may  present  them  in  a  modified  form,  which 
after  birth  may  assume  the  ordinary  appearance,  the  embryo  being,  as 
already  explained,  apparently  endowed  in  these  cases  with  a  more  or  less 
marked  resistance.  For  instance,  although  anthrax  bacilli,  typhoid 
bacilli  and  pneumococci  may  pass  through  the  placental  circulation,  yet. 
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as  Dr.  Welch  says,  uo  instance  has  been  observed  in  the  i\etus  of  fuliy- 
developed  anthrax,  of  croupous  pneumonia,  or  of  intestinal  lesions  by  the 
typhoid  bacillus,  although  in  several  recorded  instances  these  bacteria 
have  unquestionably  invaded  the  fcetus  from  the  mother.  The  charac- 
teristic lesions  have,  however,  been  found  so  soon  after  birth  as  to  indi- 
cate positively  congenital  infection."  It  is  still  a  debated  point  whether 
the  healthy  placenta  will  allow  pathogenetic  organisms  to  pass  into  the 
fcetal  circulation  ;  some  writers  assume  that  a  lesion  such  as  a  hiemor- 
rhage,  for  instance,  is  necessary.  It  seems,  however,  that  the  factor  is 
rather  one  of  the  time  or  duration  of  infection  and  of  the  virulence  of  the 
pathogenetic  organisms.  The  lesson  which  we  derive  from  these  various 
experiments  and  observations  on  the  fcetal  infection  is  one  on  the  use  of 
the  term  heredity  in  respect  of  infective  diseases  :  a  strict  terminology  is, 
if  possible,  the  more  necessary  now  that  Weissmann's  hypotheses  have  so 
great  an  ascendency. 

Immunity  is  the  convei-se  of  predisposition,  and  as  we  distinguish 
between  a  natiu^  and  an  acquired  predisposition,  so  must  we  distinguish 
between  a  natural  and  an  a'-quired  iinmunity.  Again,  as  natural 
resistance  may  be  racial  or  indiAridual,  so  conferred  immunity  may  be 
merely  a  temporary  and  personally  acquired  property,  or  it  may  be  more 
permanent  and  transmissible  from  parent  to  oflspring.  All  this  follows 
from  what  has  aheady  been  said  of  predisposition. 

It  is  a  difficvdt  task  in  a  few  genei-al  words  to  give  a  clear  and 
adequate  account  of  the  assiuned  nature  and  meaning  of  immunity,  a 
subject  which  has  been  made  the  common  fighting-grotmd  of  pathologists, 
physiologists,  biologists,  and  chemists,  and  which  as  yet  we  are  far  from 
understanding.  Theory  has  succeeded  theory  :  most  of  them  have  been 
but  passing  opinions,  many  have  been  based  on  the  unfounded  premises 
of  incomplete  research,  a  few  beai-  the  stamp  of  patient  work  and  of 
carefrd  observation.  Most  theories  fail  in  their  exdtisiveness  :  the  founder 
of  a  theory  selects  one  phenomenon,  which  under  given  conditions  occiu-s 
constantly,  and  makes  it  the  corner-stone  of  his  creed,  but  over  his 
corner-stone  he  forgets  the  bricks,  While  attempting  to  peer  into  the 
mysteries  of  immunity,  we  must  clearly  remember  how  limited  is  oui- 
knowledge  of  the  finer  cellular  processes,  of  tissue  chemistry,  and  of 
yixal  reactions  and  reactivity.  Again,  our  notions  of  infection,  and  of 
the  process  and  mechanism  of  infection,  are  changing  continually,  as 
they  become  more  extensive  and  move  gradtially  from  one  field  to  another, 
touching  now  on  chemistry,  now  on  biology.  Endless  factors  aie 
concerned  which  require  consideration  and  reconsideration  ]  but  of  many 
of  these  factors,  unfortunately,  we  know  as  yet  but  little. 

Acquired  Immunity  will  most  conveniently  introduce  us  to  the 
study  before  us.  A  susceptible  animal  may  be  rendered  resistant  against 
subsequent  infection  in  difierent  wavs. 
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(a)  The  natural  prodioity  to  an  infective  disease  may  be  removed  in  recovery 
from  it.  This  is  Nature's  waj,  and  it  has  given  us  the  key  to  the 
situation  ;  individuals  who  have  successfully  struggled  through  an  infection 
become  more  resistant  against  future  attacks.  In  some  cases  this 
immunity  is  permanent,  or  at  least  of  long  duration ;  in  others  it  is  only 
temporary.  Thus  recovery  from  variola,  typhoid  fever,  and  the  acute 
exanthemata,  syphilis,  yellow  fever,  mumps,  and  whooping-cough  implies 
an  immunity  which  lasts  for  years ;  while  a  successful  stand  against 
pneumonia  and  diphtheria  leads  but  to  a  passing  security.  In  some 
instances  no  immunity  is  apparent,  or  it  is  of  extremely  short  duration, 
as  in  erysipelas,  influenza,  and  cholera.  In  a  general  sense  it  seems  to  be 
the  rule  that  recovery  from  an  acquired  infection  is  followed  by  increased 
resistance  against  the  same.  This  principle  was  applied  in  the  practice 
of  variolation,  which  was  revived  and  introduced  into  Great  Britain  by 
Lady  Mary  Wortley  Montagu.  The  intentional  inoculation  with  vario- 
lous matter  was  generally  followed  by  a  mild  attack  of  small-pox  which 
conferred  on  the  individual  a  certain  degree  of  immunity.  The  obvious 
objections  to  so  dangerous  a  practice  cannot  be  considered  here. 

(b)  An  artificial  resistance  may  also  be  brought  about  by  inoculation 
with  attenuated  virus,  meaning  by  virus  not  the  bacterial  products,  but  the 
living  micro-organisms  or  their  spores.  Vaccination,  whether  with 
humanised  or  calf  lymph,  is  protection  by  means  of  inoculation  with 
attenuated  small-pox  virus.  There  can  no  longer  be  any  doubt  that 
the  variola  poison  becomes  attenuated  by  transmission  through  calves 
or  cows,  and  that  the  cow-j^ock  is  a  modified  form  of  A^ariola  vera.  [See 
article  on  "  Vaccination."]  This  method  was  established  somewhat  em- 
pirically, but  in  a  strictly  scientific  manner,  by  Jenner.  It  was  Pasteur, 
however,  who  recognised  protection  by  means  of  attenuated  virus  as 
a  principle.  He  immunised  hens  with  Aveakened  cultures  of  the  B. 
cholerie  gallinarum,  as  animals  are  made  resistant  against  anthrax, 
quarter-evil,  and  swine  fever,  by  inoculating  them  with  attenuated 
cultures  of  the  organisms  of  these  diseases.  Against  these  animal 
infections  Pasteur's  method  of  vaccination  has  proved  a  successful 
preventive  measure.  Although  in  the  laboratory  animals  are  easily 
rendered  immune  in  this  manner  against  the  various  bacterial  lesions, 
and  although  this  method  of  establishing  an  artificial  resistance  against 
fully  virulent  organisms  by  means  of  vaccination  with  less  virulent 
organisms  is  one  which  has  been  widely  used  in  experimental  work, 
yet  in  medical  as  compared  with  veterinary  practice  the  application 
of  preventive  vaccination  has  necessarily  l^een  limited.  In  fact,  if  we 
except  Jenner's  system  of  vaccination  against  variola,  it  must  be  said 
that  the  only  disease  against  which  attenuated  inoculation  has  been  tried 
— or  rather  is  being  tried — is  Asiatic  cholera.  The  principle  of  Hafl- 
kine's  anticholeraic  inoculations  is  practically  the  same  as  that  first 
pursued  by  Pasteur.    [See  article  on  "  Asiatic  Cholera."] 

(c)  Instead  of  using  attenuated  cultures,  small  doses  of  living  and  fully 
virulent  organisms  may  be  employed  to  produce  an  artificial  immunity. 
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Thus  1  c.c.  of  a  fresh  broth  culture  of  the  B.  pyocyaneus  will  without 
fail  produce  a  fatal  sei)tic?emia  in  a  rabbit ;  but  if  we  inject  0'25  c.c, 
the  animal,  though  it  will  certainly  be  ill,  will  show  merely  local  changes, 
and  recover  with  an  acquired  immunity.  To  mention  other  examples 
Avould  take  us  too  far.  In  most  cases  the  animal  tissues  can  fight 
against  minimal  doses  of  bacteria,  and  perhaps  there  is  no  infective 
process  which  can  be  produced  by  a  single  unaided  bacterial  cell.  It 
requires  a  certain  minimum  dose,  which  varies  with  the  individual 
susceptibility,  to  produce  a  lethal  effect ;  the  body  can  resist  the  action 
of  subminimal  doses  of  living  bacteria,  so  that  we  must  assume  that 
the  tissues  possess  defensive  or  protective  mechanisms,  primitive  and 
slight,  perhaps,  but  capable  of  further  development.  Lubarsch  has 
shown  that  mice  and  guinea-pigs,  which  are  highly  susceptible  towards 
anthrax,  may  be  fatally  infected  by  a  few  bacilli,  while  the  tissues  of 
rabbits  are  capable  of  destroying  hundreds  of  bacilli  before  their  resistance, 
slight  though  it  be,  is  overtaxed.  There  are,  indeed,  numerous  instances 
of  animals  possessed  of  great  natural  resistance  being  liable  to  infection 
when  inoculated  with  large  or  enormous  doses  of  bacterial  cultures.  This 
explanation  may  not  ajiply  to  all  cases,  but  it  is  sufficiently  established 
to  justify  the  opinion  that  some  of  the  factors  of  immunity — those,  that 
is,  which  are  concerned  with  the  destruction  of  the  bacteria — are  vital 
tissue  properties  ;  in  fact,  that  some  of  the  germs  of  immunity  are  innate. 
The  minimal  lethal  dose,  of  course,  rises  and  falls  with  the  virulence  of 
the  culture,  and  the  virulence  depends  on  the  activity  of  the  toxins, 
which  is  to  great  extent  governed  by  the  tissue  susceptibilities ;  so  that 
it  is  difficult  for  us  from  ever-changing  premises  to  di'aw  definite 
conclusions  or  laws.  Judging  from  experiments,  all  we  can  say  is  that 
an  animal  is  often  able  to  resist  living  pathogenetic  organisms,  if  injected 
in  smaller  doses.  In  all  such  cases  the  bacteria  die,  as  mere  saprophytes 
would  do,  in  the  living  tissues,  or  lead  to  abortive  lesions ;  while  larger 
quantities — often  only  slightly  larger — will  readily  bring  about  death, 
whether  by  means  of  a  general  septicaemia  or  of  an  intoxication  or  of 
a  toxaemia.  But  our  knowledge  of  all  these  processes  is  so  limited  that 
we  must  guard  against  an  ex  uno  mines  argument ;  we  must  penetrate  to 
the  deeper  relations  of  the  facts,  and  must  not  be  led  away  by  superficial 
similarities. 

{(1)  One  of  the  most  imj^ortant  discoveries  in  this  field  for  research, 
one  which  has  entirely  altered  our  opinions  regarding  artificial  immunity, 
is  that  of  Salmon  and  Smith.  Until  their  investigations  Avere  made, 
immunity  was  attempted  exclusively  by  bacterial  vaccination ;  these 
authors  showed,  however,  that  it  is  possible  to  protect  against  an  infection 
by  means  of  the  inoculation,  not  only  of  the  living  bacteria,  but  also  of 
their  metabolic  products  or  toxins,  that  is,  by  means  of  chemical  vaccination. 
Salmon  and  Smith  injected  pigeons  with  the  sterilised  products  of 
cultures  of  the  hog  cholera  bacillus,  and  thereby  rendered  them  resistant 
against  subsequent  infection  Avith  the  bacillus  itself.  The  matter  was 
taken  up  by  the  various  schools,  and  chemical  or  toxin  vaccination  soon 
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became  the  most  useful  and  accepted  laboratory  method  for  procuring 
artificial  immunity ;  it  is  unnecessary,  therefore,  to  give  instances  of  the 
process. 

Until  this  discovery  was  made,  immunity  was  supposed  to  depend  on 
offensive  or  germicidal  influences  emanating  from  the  tissues  ;  but  then  it 
became  evident  that  chemical  processes  must  be  concerned  in  the  removal 
of  a  natural  predisposition ;  that  is,  either  during  or  after  the  act  of  pro- 
tective vaccination,  biochemical  changes  must  occur  in  the  tissues  and 
their  fluids,  by  which  the  body  is  rendered  resistant  against  subsequent 
infection  with  virulent  bacteria. 

In  most  cases  the  toxins  used  are  held  in  solution  by  the  liquid 
culture  medium,  but  it  is  quite  immaterial  in  what  form  the  metabolic 
products  are  given.  They  are  equally  potent  in  purer  forms  as 
albumoses,  or  peptones,  or  toxalbumins.  Indeed,  in  many  cases  it  suffices 
to  inject  the  dead  bodies  of  the  bacteria — that  is,  the  protoplasmic  sub- 
stances or  proteins  of  their  cells — in  order  to  produce  an  immunity. 
There  is  probably  no  essential  difference  between  the  processes  of  protection,  by 
means  of  toxin  and  protein  vaccination.  We  have  some  grounds  for  the 
assumption  that  the  toxins  which,  as  we  have  already  seen,  are  most 
likely  secreted  by  the  bacterial  cells,  must  at  one  time  or  another  exist 
as  such  in  the  substance  of  the  bacteria  ;  so  that,  while  injecting  these 
so-called  proteins,  we  inject  the  toxins.    To  this  subject  I  shall  return. 

To  render  animals  immune  by  means  of  chemical  vaccination  we 
generally  use  either  attenuated  toxins,  or  minute  doses  of  the  virulent 
poison ;  and  gradually,  by  repeated  inoculations,  we  accustom  the 
animal  to  withstand  larger  doses  :  we  aim,  that  is,  at  establishing 
a  tolerance  of  the  poison,  or,  as  the  German  expresses  it,  at  making 
the  animal  "  giftfest."  The  more  potent  the  toxin  the  more  cautiously 
must  we  proceed :  impatience  or  haste  may  destroy  the  careful 
work  of  weeks  or  months.  By  often  repeated  administration  of  toxins, 
beginning  with  minute  sublethal  doses  of  fully  virulent  poisons  or  with 
larger  doses  of  attenuated  toxins,  and  gradually  proceeding  with  increasing 
doses  of  highly  virulent  toxins,  the  degree  of  immunity  may  be  greatly 
and  even  enormously  raised.  Or  in  like  manner  we  may  begin  with 
attenuated  bacteria,  and  gradually  continue  with  increasing  quantities  of 
living  virulent  cultures.  This  method  of  continuous  vaccination  is  the 
best  means  of  obtaining  the  highest  degrees  of  protection  :  the  more  toxin 
the  animal  absorbs,  the  greater  its  immunity  becomes.  If  for  a  time  we 
give  sublethal  doses  of  bacterial  toxins,  the  animal  soon  becomes  resistant 
against  the  minimal  lethal  doses,  and  even  against  larger  quantities,  show- 
ing that  the  process  of  immunisation  is  "accumulative."  Again,  although 
at  first  we  must  proceed  slowly  and  cautiously  with  subminimal  doses,  yet 
when  the  animal  has  been  once  rendered  proof  against  the  lethal  dose,  we 
may  proceed  more  quickly.  However,  although  in  this  manner  we  can  pro- 
duce extremely  high  degrees  of  immunity,  there  is  a  limit  beyond  which  the 
.acquired  resistance  cannot  be  raised.  If  we  persevere  with  our  injections, 
the  animal  may  gradually  lose  its  immunity  again,  waste,  or  die  acutely. 
VOL.  1  2  O 
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Bouchard's  Hi/pothesis. — Although  we  shall  leave  the  theoretical  discus- 
sion of  immunity  until  we  have  reviewed,  more  or  less  in  historical  order, 
the  various  methods  hitherto  employed,  it  is  well  to  discuss  an  important 
doctrine  which  is  associated  with  Bouchard's  name,  although  many  other 
investigators  have  concerned  themselves  with  it.  Because  it  is  possible  to 
produce  immunity  by  means  of  bacteria  deprived  of  their  toxins  or 
rendered  atoxic  by  means  of  attenuation,  Bouchard  and  Hiippe  assumed 
that  the  bacteria  secrete  protecting  substances  besides  their  deadly  toxins, 
and  that  these  protective  substances — which  either  enter  into  solution  if 
the  organisms  are  grown  in  liquid  media  or  are  retained  in  the  bacterial 
cells,  and  must  not  be  confounded  with  the  bacterial  proteins — when  in- 
corporated by  the  tissues  bring  about  the  immunity  ;  so  that  the  immunity- 
conferring  substances  and  the  toxic  bodies,  though  both  the  products  of 
bacterial  activity,  are  essentially  distinct.  The  fact  that  the  highest  degree 
of  immunity  is  produced  by  employing  the  most  virulent  toxins  or  cultures 
in  the  largest  possible  dose  reduces  this  notion  to  an  absui'dity.  We  are 
capable  of  protecting  animals  against  snake  venom  or  tetanus  by  means 
of  continued  injections  of  the  respective  poisons,  beginning  with  minute 
doses  and  slowly  passing  on  to  large  doses,  till  eventually  we  rendei- 
them  intensely  immune.  Since,  up  to  a  certain  limit,  the  resistance 
produced  varies  with  the  amount  of  poison  injected,  we  cannot  logically 
believe  that  the  toxic  substances  injected  into  the  tissues  are  combined  with 
an  immunising  substance  fi  om  the  beginning,  but  we  must  suppose  that  the 
changes  in  the  animal  organism  which  result  in  immunity  are  produced 
by  the  toxins.  Without  the  use  of  highly  virulent  cultures  or  of  toxins 
of  great  activity  it  is  impossible  to  ol)tain  a  high  degree  of  immunity. 

Another  point  of  importance,  especially  for  subsec[uent  theoretical  con- 
siderations, is  the  fact  that  after  successful  protection  the  animal  is  capable 
of  resisting  both  the  toxin  and  the  living  culture.  £1/  means  of  chemical 
or  toxin  vaccination  it  becomes  refractory  to  subsequent  inoculation  with  livin/f 
cultures,  that  is,  to  a  bacterial  infection ;  and  by  means  of  bacterial  vaccination 
it  becomes  refractory  fo  sid>sequnit  inoculation  ivith  tlw  toxins,  that  is,  to 
bacterial  intoxication.  Though  it  is  easy  to  protect  an  animal  by  means  of 
toxin  against  the  bacteria  producing  that  toxin,  we  frequently  observe  that 
it  will  successfully  resist  the  bacterial  infection  at  a  time  when  it  is  still 
very  sensitive  to  the  toxin  itself.  But  if  we  persevere  it  will  in  time  become 
tolerant  of  the  poison  as  well.  Metschnikoff  at  one  time  thought  that  an 
animal  vaccinated  against  a  bacterial  culture  is  not  necessarily  proof  against 
the  poison  produced  by  that  culture.  He  quotes  experiments,  performed 
by  others,  showing  that  by  chemical  vaccination  we  may  confer  upon 
rabVnts,  in  a  few  days,  an  immunity  from  certain  infections  (vibrio 
Metschnikovii,  B.  pyocyaneus,  bacillus  of  hog  cholera,  pneumococcus),  yet 
the  animals  remain  as  sensitive  towards  the  toxins  of  these  organisms  as 
if  they  had  not  been  vaccinated  at  all.  These  observations,  however,  are 
based  on  insutticient  experiment ;  for  if  we  only  continue  long  enough  with 
the  inoculation  of  toxin  we  invariably  succeed  in  rendering  the  animal 
proof  against  intoxication.     Of  course  we  could  not  expect  an  animal 
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treated  with  small  doses  of  poison  at  once  to  become  refractory  to  large 
doses  of  the  poison  ;  there  are  proportions  in  all  things.  But  we  do  find 
— for  instance,  in  the  case  of  cobra  poison — that  after  a  comparatively 
short  com"se  of  a  0"25  milligramme  dose,  the  animal  will  successfully 
resist  a  whole  milligramme :  it  is  simply  a  question  of  time  and  patience. 
The  same  is  true  of  all  bacterial  toxins,  whether  we  use  tetano-toxin, 
diphtheria  toxin,  or  other  poisons  ;  if  the  animal  has  been  properly  treated 
with  gradually  increasing  doses  of  a  toxin,  it  becomes  proof  against 
both  infection  and  intoxication.  Immunity,  therefore,  implies  resistance 
against  the  bacteria  and  their  products.  The  importance  of  this  law,  for 
such  it  is,  we  shall  grasp  more  fully  presently  when  we  come  to  discuss 
the  theoretical  aspects  of  the  subject. 

(e)  The  experimental  study  of  immunity  gradually  disclosed  remark- 
able properties  of  the  animal  serum  and  the  tissue  fluids,  the  recognition 
of  which  formed  the  foundation  of  methods  of  protection  and  treatment 
adopted  at  the  present  time.  Fodor  showed  in  1887  that  the  fluids  of 
the  normal  living  body,  and  especially  blood,  are  germicidal,  are  capable, 
that  is,  of  destroying  bacterial  life.  Buchner,  Behring,  Nuttall  and 
Nissen  extended  Fodor's  observations,  and  it  was  soon  learned  that  the 
antimicrobic  influences  of  blood  exist  also  in  the  serum,  and,  moreover, 
that  the  capacities  of  various  animals  are  very  diverse ;  that  is  to  say, 
the  blood  or  serum  of  the  various  species  of  animals  is  not  equally 
destructive  to  all  bacterial  forms  alike :  in  some  animals  it  either 
has  no  such  power,  or  it  is  harmful  only  to  certain  micro-organisms,  and 
harmless  to  others.  The  final  outcome  of  these  observations  we  find  in 
one  of  the  greatest  triumphs  of  preventive  medicine  since  Pasteur's  earlier 
discovery,  in  the  prevention  and  cure  of  infective  and  intoxicative  lesions 
by  means  of  the  injection  of  serum  derived  from  protected  animals. 
Behring  step  by  step  built  up  the  law,  that  if  an  animal  has  been 
artificialli/  protected  against  a  particidar  infective  agent,  its  blood  or  serum 
acquires  the  power,  when  injected  in  sufficient  quantity  into  another  animal,  of 
directly  transmitting  an  immunity  from  that  agent. 

Experimentally  this  law  is  so  firmly  established,  that  it  is  now 
one  of  the  articles  of  bacteriological  faith.  A  few  examples  may  be 
mentioned  : — 

(1)  Having  succeeded  in  the  artificial  protection  of  rabbits  and  other 
animals  against  tetanus,  Behring  and  Kitasato  (1890),  by  injecting  highly 
susceptible  white  mice  with  serum  derived  from  the  protected  animals, 
rendered  them  insusceptible  to  tetanic  infection  and  intoxication. 

(2)  Similarly,  Behring  and  Wernicke  (1890  and  1891)  demonstrated 
that  the  blood  serum  of  animals  artificially  vaccinated  against  diphtheria 
has  the  power  of  protecting  susceptible  animals  against  an  infection  with 
the  diphtheria  bacillus,  or  against  an  intoxication  with  the  diphtheria 
toxin. 

(3)  Babes  and  Lepp  had  already  (1889)  shown  by  experiments  that 
the  blood  of  dogs  vaccinated  against  rabies,  when  injected  into  susceptible 
animals,   confers  a  certain  amount  of  protection  against  subsequent 
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inoculation,  and  concluded  from  their  observations  that  the  possibility  of 
vaccinating  with  the  fluids  and  cells  of  animals  \rhich  have  been  rendered 
refractory  to  the  disease  must  be  admitted. 

(4)  Ehrlich  (1891)  clearly  brought  forward  the  important  fact  that 
Behring's  law  applies  not  only  to  bacterial  intoxication,  but  also  to 
intoxications  ^vith  other  organic  toxins.  He  succeeded  in  establishing  in 
mice  a  marked  tolerance  of  ricin  (obtained  from  castor  oil  beans),  and  of 
abrin  (obtained  from  jequerity  seeds),  by  administering  gradually  increasing 
doses  either  under  the  skin  or  bv  the  mouth ;  and  he  found  that  the  serum 
of  ricin-proof  animals  possesses  the  power  of  directly  transmitting  a 
resistance  against  ricin,  and  that  the  serum  of  abrin-proof  animals  is 
capable  of  producing  the  same  effect  ■with  regard  to  abrin.  These 
observations  are  of  far-reaching  importance,  because  they  open  up  a  wider 
field  for  the  application  of  Behring's  method  ;  and,  as  we  shall  see  later, 
they  emphasised,  from  the  theoretical  point  of  view,  the  conflicting 
opinions  on  immunity  which  at  that  time  were  stoutly  defended. 

It  would  take  us  too  far  to  enumerate  all  the  various  bacterial 
infections  on  which  Behring's  law  has  been  tested  in  the  laboratory.  To 
give  a  convincing  proof,  however,  to  those  who  may  be  still  in  doubt,  it 
may  be  stated  that  the  protective  power  of  serum  obtained  from  animals 
rendered  immune  from  the  eflects  of  bacterial  inoculations  has  been 
demonstrated  for  infections  with  mouse  septictemia,  Friedliinder's  pneu- 
monia bacillus,  Friinkel's  pneumococcus,  the  typhoid  bacillus,  the  vibrios 
of  Asiatic  cholera,  B.  pyocyaneus,  streptococci  and  staphylococci  pyogenes, 
B.  prodigiosus,  and  the  B.  coli  communis.  The  extensive  experiments  of 
Calmette,  recently  confirmed  by  Professor  Fraser,  prove  that  a  protective 
serum  may  also  be  obtained  from  animals  gradually  rendered  proof  against 
various  kinds  of  animal  poisons  such  as  snake  venoms,  physiologically 
and  chemically  closely  allied  to  bacterial  toxins.  If  we  arrange  these 
facts  systematically,  we  shall  find  that  the  lesions  for  which  serum 
protection  has  been  tried  are  very  diverse.    They  include — 

(i.)  Bacterial  infections  which  are  pre-eminently  intoxicative,  such  as 
tetanus  and  diphtheria,  in  which  the  bacilli,  in  larger  or  smaller  numbers, 
are  found  only,  or  chiefly,  at  the  seat  of  infection,  where  thej'  produce 
their  deadly  toxins. 

(ii.)  Bacterial  infections  in  which  the  organisms  spread  widely  into  the 
tissues  from  the  seat  of  inoculation,  either  along  the  lymph-channels  or 
by  means  of  the  circulation  (hoemic  infections). 

(iii.)  Direct  intoxications  with  the  poisons  manufactured  by  the  bacteria, 
intoxications  with  other  animal  or  vegetable  poisons  belonging  to  the 
group  of  so-called  toxalbumins,  and  lastly,  intoxications  produced  by 
substances  the  real  nature  of  which  is  still  unknown,  for  example,  rabies. 

The  protective  serum  is  therefore  in  some  cases  active  against  the 
bacteria  themselves,  in  others  against  their  products,  and  in  yet  others 
equally  powerful  against  the  effects  of  the  living  organisms  and  of  their 
toxins.  No  doubt  the  pathogenetic  bacteria  call  forth  the  lesions  and 
general  symptoms  of  the  disease  which  they  produce  by  means  of  their 
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poisonous  actmty  ;  so  that,  although  the  ob\"ious  pathological  phenomena 
considered  generally  appear  extremely  heterogeneous,  yet  the  common 
principle  of  intoxication  underlies  them  all.  It  would  almost  seem 
that  the  stronger  the  toxic  faculty  of  a  particular  organism,  the  less  dis- 
posed is  the  latter  to  invade  the  tissues  and  the  blood.  This  much  is  cer- 
tain, that  an  animal,  -R-hether  vaccinated  with  the  living  bacteria  or  with 
their  metabolic  products,  will,  when  once  protected,  give  a  serum  which 
is  essentially,  though  perhaps  not  indifferently,  active  both  against  a 
subsec[uent  infection  ■n-ith  the  living  organisms  and  against  a  subsequent 
intoxication  with  the  toxins.  Since  the  poisonous  products  are  the  chief 
weapons  of  infection,  we  must  regard  the  action  of  the  protective  serum 
as  directed  especially  against  the  effect  of  the  poison ;  hence  this  serum 
has  been  called  "antitoxin,"  an  ill-chosen  name. 

It  was  further  shown  by  Behring  and  his  pupils,  that  the  protective 
serum  can  exert  its  marvellous  power  even  ofter  a  preceding  infection — 
when  the  symptoms  of  disease  or  intoxication  have  already  appeared ; 
the  protective  serum  is  therefore  also  curative.  It  is  obvious  that  to  bring 
about  a  cure  must  require  larger  quantities  of  serum  than  are  necessary  for 
protection  ;  moreover,  the  chances  of  a  cure  vary  directly  with  the  prompt- 
ness of  administration.  That  protective  serum  is  also  curative  is  firmly 
established,  so  far  as  experiment  goes,  for  all  the  various  processes  mentioned 
above,  including  intoxications  ■n'ith  vegetable  and  animal  toxalbumins. 

There  is  a  striking  difference  between  immunity  produced  by  the 
inoculation  of  the  bacteria  themselves  and  their  toxins — whether  attenuated 
or  not,  and  immunity  produced  by  serum  injections.  In  the  former  case 
the  animal  gains  its  immunity  after  an  active  struggle  vrith  the  disease 
or  lesions  folloAving  the  injection  or  intoxication ;  in  the  latter  case 
there  is  no  struggle  with  disease,  and  no  reaction ;  the  animal  remains 
passive,  while  the  immunity-conferring  substances  are  applied  to  its 
tissues.  On  account  of  this  essential  difference,  Ehrlich  distinguished 
active  and  passive  immunity.  Passive  immunity  is  effected  quickly,  is 
less  persistent,  and  varies  vdth  the  amount  of  serum  used  and  with  the 
degree  of  immunity  of  the  animal  which  supplies  the  serum.  Active 
immunity,  on  the  other  hand,  does  not  appear  for  days,  not  until  the 
animal  has  passed  thi'ough  the  reactive  stage  ;  then  it  becomes  permanent, 
and  is  proportional  to  the  intensity  of  the  reaction  rather  than  to  the 
amount  of  vaccine  used. 

(/)  ^^'ithin  recent  years  it  has  also  been  shown  that  an  artificial 
immunity  may  he  produced  in  animcds  hy  feeding  them  either  v:ith  the  living 
organisms  or  their  products.  Ehrlich  and  Fraser  have  applied  this  method 
in  the  case  of  the  vegetable  toxins  (abrin  and  ricin)  and  the  snake  venoms. 
An  animal  can  be  protected  also  against  tetanus,  diphtheria,  cholera, 
and  other  infections  in  this  manner ;  and  what  is  more,  the  serum 
obtained  from  them  has  acquired  preventive  and  curative  powers. 

Although  other  methods  of  producing  artificial  immimity  in  animals 
have  been  described,  it  is  more  convenient  to  defer  the  consideration  of 
them ;  because  these  six  processes,  briefly  described,  form  a  progressive 
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series  which  much  facilitates  the  theoretical  discussion.  To  this  discussion 
Ave  shall  now  pass  on. 

Theory  of  Acquired  Immunity. — A  number  of  hypotheses  have  been 
built  up  to  explain  the  processes  in  the  animal  body  by  which  the 
immunity  is  gradually  developed.  Many  of  these  have  been  but  ingenious 
speculations,  based  often  upon  a  single  process  observed,  it  may  be,  with 
brilliant  genius  and  acuity.  It  must  be  remembered  that  a  theory  can 
take  no  other  foundation  than  the  observation  and  experience  of  conditions 
recognised  or  recognisable  at  the  time ;  nor  can  it  be  tested  in  advance  of 
contemporary  knowledge.  Retrospectively  we  now  discard  many  theories, 
the  discussion  of  which  in  the  period  of.  their  ascendency  led  to  much 
heated  controversy ;  for  in  the  light  of  new  discoveries  they  are  seen 
to  be  incorrect  or  insufficient.  Many  theories  fail  because  they  attempt 
to  explain  a  process  by  selecting  a  particular  factor  as  the  cause,  instead 
of  recognising  in  it  what  it  actually  is,  a  concomitant  variation.  As  I 
have  given  the  methods  of  producing  artificial  immunity  more  or  less  in 
historic  order,  it  will  be  well  to  consider  the  theories  of  acquired 
immunity  in  the  same  manner. 

(a)  Padeur's  hypothesis  of  exlmustion,  which  was  shared  by  Klebs, 
assumed  that  the  attenuated  micro-organisms,  which  were  injected  into 
the  animal  tissues  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  protection,  used  up 
and  thus  removed  from  the  body  certain  substances  of  vital  necessity 
for  the  bacteria  in  question ;  and  that  the  animal  body  once  deprived 
of  these  substances  remained  permanently  exhausted,  so  that  if  bacteria 
of  the  same  kind  subsequently  obtain  access  to  the  tissues  they  find  no 
suitable  soil  for  further  development.  This  hypothesis  was  deduced 
from  test-tube  observations ;  for  evidently  a  given  amount  of  nutrient 
matter  can  only  offer  nourishment  to  a  certain  quantity  of  micro-organisms, 
and  when  the  soil  is  exhausted  growth  must  cease. 

{fS)  This  hypothesis  was  doomed  to  fall,  as  soon  as  it  became  known 
that  artificial  immunity  is  better  produced  by  the  administration — sub- 
cutaneous, intravenous,  or  gastric — not  of  the  bacteria,  but  of  their  meta- 
bolic products,  substances  which  possess  no  life  and  cannot,  therefore, 
use  up  tissue  materials.  Starting  from  other  observations  on  the  growth 
of  bacteria  in  artificial  media,  Chauveau  and  others  had  already  preached 
the  theory  of  retention ;  according  to  this  theory  the  bacteria  not  merely 
deprive  the  body  of  material  necessary  to  their  growth,  but  also  leave 
products  behind  which  are  absorbed,  accumulated,  and  retained.  The 
retention  of  these  substances  was  supposed  to  make  the  tissues  unsuitable 
for  subsequent  infection.  This  hypothesis  was  apparently  supported  by 
the  facts  of  protection  by  means  of  chemical  vaccination — that  is,  protec- 
tion with  bacterial  toxin, — but  it  is  also  a  test-tube  argument ;  for  we 
know  that  many  organisms,  especially  those  which  produce  active  fer- 
mentations, either  by  primary  secretion  or  secondary  fermentation,  manu- 
facture substances  which  are  deleterious  to  their  own  further  growth  and 
activity.  The  yeast  cells,  for  instance,  by  forming  alcohol  compass  their 
OAvn  death  and  destruction. 
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Although  the  retention  hypothesis  is  much  nearer  the  truth  than 
Pasteur's  cruder  notion,  there  are  serious  objections  to  it  which  compel 
us  to  abandon  it,  and  these  are— 

(i.)  The  artificial  immunity  is  frequently  of  long  duration,  and  we 
cannot  possibly  assume  that  such  a  permanent  change  from  susceptibility 
to  insusceptibility  could  be  due  to  the  absorption  and  retention  of  soluble 
toxins,  which,  so  far  as  we  know,  are  not  retained  by  the  body,  but,  as 
clinical  and  pathological  observations  prove,  are  readily  eliminated.  In 
many  cases  the  specific  toxins  can  easily  be  traced  in  the  urine  during 
the  development  of  immunity  \>j  chemical  vaccination. 

(ii.)  In  most,  or  in  almost  all  cases,  the  blood,  serum,  or  tissue  juices 
of  animals  artificially  protected  by  the  administration  of  bacterial  poisons, 
form  good  culture  media  for  the  micro-organisms  concerned.  We  shall 
discuss  this  point  more  fully  hereafter. 

(iii.)  An  artificial  immunity,  as  shown  above,  may  be  readily  broken 
down  by  interferences  which  can  hardly  affect  the  retention  of  the  metabolic 
liacterial  products.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  stability  of  an  acquired 
immunity  must  be  due  to  reactive  \'irtues  acquired  by  the  tissues  and  the 
cells  themselves,  and  not  to  something  left  behind  by  the  micro-organisms. 

(iv.)  Immunity  may  be  produced  by  the  injection  of  micro-organisms 
which  have  become  so  attenuated  as  to  be  little  more  than  mere  saprophytes. 

(y)  It  is  the  merit  of  MetschnikofF  to  have  searched  for  a  cellular 
theory  of  immunity,  and  to  have  formulated  the  theorij  of  ^phagocytosis. 
This  has  already  been  fully  considered  in  the  article  on  "  Inflammation," 
where  all  the  important  phenomena  of  phagocytosis  are  described ;  the 
matter  need  not,  therefore,  be  reopened  here.  MetschnikofF,  who  it  must 
be  remembered  built  up  his  theory  at  a  time  when  chemical  vaccination 
with  bacterial  products  was  unknown,  assumed  that  by  means  of  inocu- 
lation of  attenuated  micro-organisms  the  leucocytes  and  phagocytes, 
incapable  at  first  of  fighting  against  bacteria  possessed  of  their  full 
virulence,  gradually  acquire,  by  adaptation  and  selection  of  the  fittest, 
the  power  of  ingesting  and  destroying  even  these.  If  such  acquired 
cell  properties  be  transmitted  from  cell  generation  to  cell  generation,  the 
animal  body  becomes  protected  against  future  invasions. 

AVith  the  discovery  of  chemical  vaccination  and  serum  protection, 
Metschnikoff",  reluctant  to  abandon  his  theory,  had  to  modify  his  views 
continually.  He  assumed  that  the  injection  of  soluble  toxic  or  protective 
substances  into  the  body  has  an  "  educational  effect "  on  the  phagocj'^tes, 
by  which  they  are  taught  to  overcome  bacteria  which  previously  were 
invincible.  Undoubtedly  phagocytosis  exists,  and  is  perhaps  one  of  the 
commonest  phenomena  of  immunity  ;  but  it  is  not  permissible  to  speak,  as 
Metschnikoff  does,  of  an  "  education  of  leucocytes  to  attack  and  destroy 
bacteria " ;  let  us  substitute  the  real  word,  and  it  reads  "  acquired  im- 
munity of  leucocytes  enabling  them  to  remove  the  bacteria  which  come 
in  their  way."  If  we  do  this,  then  we  find  that  we  are  little  farther  than 
before ;  we  have  merely  thrown  the  mystery  a  step  farther  back,  that  is, 
from  the  body  as  a  whole  to  a  small  cellular  portion  of  it,  the  phagocytes. 
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Immunity  of  the  liody  would  dejoend  on  immunity  of  the  leucocytes  and 
their  conversion  into  phagocytes.  But  how  do  the  leucocytes  acquire 
immunity  ?  Metschnikoff  says  they  are  "educated"  to  attack,  "  educated" 
to  conquer ;  obviousl}'  this  is  no  explanation.  Furthermore,  no  patho- 
logist who  views  the  animal  body  as  a  complex  structure,  and  not  merely 
as  a  congeries  of  amoelia?,  and  who  appreciates  the  adaptation  of  the 
tissues  to  diseased  conditions, — as  illustrated,  for  instance,  by  the  pheno- 
mena of  comijensation, — can  assume  that  immunity,  a  general  process,  is 
brought  about  by  one  specified  set  of  cells.  Metschnikoft's  observations 
are  extremely  beautiful  and  almost  dramatic ;  we  admire  his  zeal  and 
penetration ;  but  the  advances  of  recent  years,  apart  from  any  other 
considerations,  compel  us  to  give  up  his  theory  unconditionally.  As  soon 
as  we  realise  that  the  symptoms  of  infective  lesions  depend  in  the  first 
instance  on  the  bacterial  toxins,  and  that  acquired  immunity  implies  {)ro- 
tection  against  the  poisons  as  well  as  against  the  bacteria,  it  becomes 
evident  that  no  theory  of  artificial  immunity  can  be  correct  unless  it 
explains  both  processes.  Phagocytosis  cannot  do  this,  hence  it  was  doomed 
as  an  exclusive  theory  to  fall.  So  long  as  the  bacterial  poison  is  not 
neutralised  or  destroyed  in  the  body,  it  matters  not  whether  the  bacteria 
are  eventually  killed  or  not.  An  animal  made  immune  from  a  living- 
microbe  can  also  resist  the  toxin  of  such  microbe  to  varying  degrees,  and, 
conversely,  an  animal  rendered  proof  against  the  toxin  will  also  resist  the 
living  microbe.  Immunity  from  the  toxic  effects  cannot  be  explained 
by  means  of  phagocytosis.  The  proof  that  the  animal  body  possesses 
other  defensive  means  quite  independent  of  phagocytosis  has  contributed 
greatly  to  the  decline  and  fall  of  this  attractive  and  once  dominant  theory. 

(8)  This  proof  was  first  demonstrated  by  Grohmann  in  1884  and  by 
Fodor  in  1887,  who  clearlj^  showed  that  ihe  normal  tissue  fluids,  and  more 
especially  the  Mood,  possess  marked  antimicrohic  properiies.  These  eailier  obser- 
vations were  followed  up,  especially  by  Nuttall,  Behring,  and  Buchner, 
who  estal)lished  further  that  the  oflensive  action  of  the  blood  has  its  source 
in  the  albuminous  bodies  of  the  cell-free  serum,  which  no  doubt  are  prim- 
arily derived  from  the  cells,  wandering  or  fixed,  phagocytic  or  non-ingestive. 
Buchner  and  Hankin  took  the  lead  in  explaining  this  action,  and  suggested 
that  the  destructive  power  of  serum  is  due  to  certain  proteid  substances, 
to  which,  unfortunately,  he  gave  the  name  of  alexins.  It  must  not  be 
assumed,  however,  that  the  blood  of  any  animal  has  a  general  antimicrohic 
action,  or  even  any  at  all.  In  some  cases  it  is  quite  powerless,  and,  more- 
over, its  jiotency  frequently  varies  in  different  members  of  the  same  species. 
As  these  observations,  however,  relate  to  natural  rather  than  acquired 
immunity,  their  discussion  must  be  deferred  for  a  while.  Here  I  shall 
make  an  attempt  to  explain,  if  this  be  possible,  the  law  discovered 
by  Behring,  that  an  animal  whose  resistance  to  a  bacterial  disease  has 
been  considerably  increased,  possesses  a  blood  capable  of  neutralising  an 
infection  or  intoxication  of  the  same  bacterial  origin. 

(e)  It  was  shown  by  Behring  and  others  that,  speaking  generally,  the 
Mood  serum  of  vaturalli/  immune  animals  does  not  possess  amj  or  hut  slight 
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antimicrobk',  antitoxic,  or  'pi'otedive  propeiiies.  Thus,  for  instance,  the  serum 
of  a  hen,  which  is  naturally  refractory  to  tetanus,  cannot  protect  other 
animals,  nor  can  it  "  neutralise  "  the  tetanus  poison.  There  are  instances, 
it  is  true,  where  the  serum  of  naturally  immune  animals  possesses  a  germi- 
cidal power  ;  rats'  serum,  for  example,  will  destroy  anthrax  bacilli,  but 
that  of  mice,  guinea-pigs,  rabbits,  sheep  and  cattle,  all  naturally  susceptible 
animals,  is  without  effect.  There  are  a  few  cases  of  such  correlation  be- 
tween natural  immunity  and  the  antimicrobic  power  of  the  blood,  but  they 
must  be  regarded  as  exceptions  :  we  cannot  explain  a  specifically  acquired 
immunity  by  merely  assuming  that  an  increase  of  a  natural  pre-existing 
germicidal  power  has  taken  place ;  it  must  be  due  to  acquired  and  super- 
added changes.  The  best  corroboration  of  this  opinion  is  the  fact  that  if 
tetanus  bacilli  or  their  toxin  be  injected  into  the  refractory  hen,  its  serum 
is  thereby  rendered  active  against  tetanus.  Hence,  in  the  first  place,  it  is 
necessary  that  even  in  refractory  animals  reactive  changes  should  be  pro- 
duced before  their  serum  becomes  in  any  way  protective  for  others.  The 
tissue  cells,  therefore,  are  primarily  brought  into  conflict  with  the  bacteria 
and  their  products,  and,  if  they  conquer,  it  is  by  virtue  of  antagonistic  sub- 
stances, which  are  produced  by  them  partly  anew,  partly  out  of  existing 
elements,  are  absorbed  or  dissolved  by  the  body  fluids,  and  are  thus  dis- 
tributed through  the  animal  organism.  By  renewing  the  struggle  from  time 
to  time  we  can  raise  the  power  of  these  antagonistic  substances ;  and  the 
keener  the  battle,  that  is,  the  more  susceptible  the  animal  was,  the  stroiiger  this 
power  will  he.  Further,  the  action  of  the  protective  serum  is  specific,  that  is,  the 
serum  of  an  animal  rendered  immune  from  a  particular  infection  will  with 
certainty  protect  other  animals  against  this  infection  only.  Although  this 
assertion  must  be  accepted  with  certain  reservations,  at  present  the  evidence 
against  it,  as  a  general  principle,  so  far  as  bacterial  infections  or  intoxi- 
cations are  concerned,  is  not  strong  enough  to  raise  grave  doubt  or  to  invite 
discussion  here.  There  are  numerous  varieties  of  cholera  vibrios  which 
apparently  are  closely  allied ;  yet  an  animal  rendered  immune  by  specific 
inoculation  from  the  infection  of  one  of  these  will  produce  a  serum  active 
against  this  variety,  powerless  against  others.  Again,  closely  as  the  patho- 
logical eff'ects  produced  by  the  streptococci  and  staphylococci  resemble  each 
other,  yet  an  anti-streptococcus  serum  is  useless  against  the  staphylococci. 
And  yet  again,  although  by  means  of  intra-peritoneal  injections  of  the 
B.  prodigiosus  it  is  possible  to  protect  rabbits  against  intra-peritoneal 
injections  of  the  B.  pyocyaneus,  nevertheless  the  serum  of  an  animal  pro- 
tected against  the  B.  prodigiosus  cannot  render  another  animal  immune 
with  regard  to  the  B.  pyocyaneus,  although  the  serum  of  animals  protected 
simultaneously  against  both  the  B.  prodigiosus  and  the  B.  pyocyaneus  will 
protect  against  both  infections.    We  shall  come  back  to  this  argument. 

How  does  the  protective  serum  act?  Does  it  act  (1)  as  an  antidote  to 
the  toxins,  or  (2)  as  lethal  to  the  bacteria  1  If  we  mix  in  a  test-tube  a 
certain  quantity  of  diphtheria  or  tetanus  toxin  with  the  necessary  amount 
of  the  corresponding  serum,  the  mixture  injected  into  an  animal  is  harm- 
less, the  poison  appears  to  be  neutralised.    Recent  observations  by  Buchner 
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and  others  seem,  however,  to  contradict  this  assumption,  seductive  as  it 
is  on  account  of  its  simplicity.  A  neutralisation,  as  Behring  pictured  it 
to  his  mind,  comparable  to  that  combination  of  an  acid  with  an  alkali, 
which,  by  means  of  chemical  or  physiological  interaction,  leads  to  a 
neutral  compound,  can  hardly  be  the  explanation  of  the  marvellous 
phenomena,  because  it  has  been  found  that  the  apparently  neutralised 
mixture,  though  harmless  for  less  susceptible  animals,  possesses  a  highly 
toxic  action  on  more  suscejJtible  animals  or  on  weakened  individuals  of 
the  same  species.  Thus  Buchner  has  demonstrated  that  a  mixture  of 
tetano-toxin  with  tetanus  serum,  in  the  exact  proportion  which  renders 
it  impotent  for  mice,  is  still  toxic  for  guinea-pigs  which  are  much  more 
susceptible  than  the  smaller  rodents ;  and  Roux  and  Vaillard  have  shown 
that  a  mixture  of  diphtheria  toxin  and  antitoxin,  harmless  for  vigorous 
guinea-pigs,  will  kill  weakened  individuals.  We  cannot,  then,  assume  that 
the  poison  has  been  permanently  destroyed  by  the  serum.  It  has  therefore 
been  thought  that  the  protective  bodies  do  not  directly  attack  the  toxins, 
but  act  by  producing  a  resistance  of  the  tissues  so  rapidly  that  on  injecting 
the  toxin  together  with  the  antagonistic  serum  we  have,  so  to  speak,  a 
race  between  immunity  and  intoxication.  Objections  may  be  raised  to 
this  view  also,  and  with  our  imperfect  knowledge  we  cannot  give  a  casting 
vote  for  one  theory  or  the  other.  Frankel  assumes,  so  far  as  the  anti- 
toxic power  of  the  protective  serum  is  concerned,  that  the  toxin  and  the 
antagonistic  substances  (generally  called  antitoxins),  though  they  do  not 
neutralise  one  another  so  as  to  form  a  harmless  stable  compound,  enter 
nevertheless  into  a  looser  combination  which  results  in  a  temporary  sus- 
pension of  the  poisonous  activity  of  the  toxic  constituent ;  a  combination 
which  may,  however,  under  special  conditions  be  split,  and  the  toxic  con- 
stituent once  more  become  free.  We  have  as  yet  no  proof  in  favour  of  such 
an  hypothesis.  Moreover,  we  must  not  forget  that  there  is  no  absolute 
standard  of  virulence  or  toxic  effect,  that  the  toxic  coefficient  must  natur- 
ally vary  for  each  animal ;  thus  in  estimating  whether  a  poison  has  been 
really  rendered  innocuous  we  must  use  the  most  susceptible  animals.  We 
shall  then  find  that  a  toxin  to  which  serum  has  been  added  so  as  to  neutral- 
ise it  for  such  animals  will  be  harmless  for  all  others.  A  more  or  less  re- 
fractory animal  is,  from  its  very  nature,  able  to  account  for  a  greater  or  less 
fraction  of  the  poison,  so  that  the  ^^rotective  serum  is  only  called  upon  to 
neutralise  the  surplus.  This  may  explain  Buchner's  difficulty,  that  a 
mixture  of  tetanus  toxin  and  anti-tetanic  serum,  though  harmless  to  the 
more  refractory  mouse,  is  still  harmful  to  the  more  susceptible  guinea-pig. 
At  present  it  seems  more  reasonable  to  accept  the  antitoxic  or  neutralising 
power  of  the  protective  serum — not  indeed  as  an  ordinary  test-tube  reaction, 
but  rather  as  a  vital  cellular  change.  Yet  since  the  toxic  value  is  a 
relative  quantity  varying  with  each  species  of  animals,  the  antitoxic  value 
must  also  be  a  relative  quantity. 

In  the  next  place  we  must  ask  (2)  whether  this  serum  possesses  any 
destructive  action  on  the  bacteria  themselves  ;  is  it  antimicrobic  ?  Though 
formerly  it  was  assumed  to  act  as  a  direct  poison  to  the  bacteria,  after 
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the  manner  of  a  disinfectant ;  or  to  contain  substances  which,  when  in 
contact  with  the  tissues  and  their  juices,  render  these  destructive  to 
microbic  life ;  yet  it  was  soon  recognised  that  acquired  immunity  cannot 
be  explained  by  the  germicidal  effect  of  the  serum  itself,  or  by  a  germi- 
cidal quality  induced  in  the  animal  body. 

Experiments  show  that  anti- diphtheritic  and  anti- tetanic  serum 
form  by  no  means  unfavourable  culture  media  for  the  respective  bacilli, 
though  it  is  certain  that  on  administering  these  protective  fluids  together 
with  the  oi'ganisms,  the  latter  are  arrested  in  their  growth  or  eventually 
even  destroyed.  Earlier  observations  made  it  appear  that  the  serum  of 
a  protected  animal  is  distinctly  germicidal ;  thus,  although  the  vil^rio  of 
Metschnikoff,  for  instance,  thrives  Avell  in  a  serum  obtained  from  a  normal 
guinea-pig,  when  this  animal  has  been  rendered  immune  its  serum  will  no 
longer  allow  the  vibrios  to  flourish.  But  as  in  the  case  of  natural  im- 
munity, it  is  quite  the  exception  to  find  a  germicidal  serum,  so  we  find  also 
that  the  serum  obtained  from  a  protected  animal  seldom  has  this  property. 
So  far  as  the  direct  destructive  power  of  protective  serum,  measured  by 
test-tube  reactions  and  phenomena,  is  concerned,  we  find  so  little  correla- 
tion between  artificial  immunity  and  bacterial  destruction,  that  we  cannot 
look  for  an  explanation  of  acquired  immunity  in  a  change  of  the  serum 
from  a  nutritive  to  a  destructive  one.  Yet  we  find  that  in  the  animal 
body  the  protective  serum  will  prevent  lesions  essentially  infective,  such 
lesions,  for  example,  as  a  septicaemia  dependent  on  a  general  overgrowth 
and  diffusion  of  the  bacteria  throughout  the  tissues. 

Bouchard  and  his  school  assumed  that  the  process  of  protection  alters 
the  serum  in  such  a  manner  as  to  render  it  attenuating ;  so  that  although 
it  may  be  unable  to  destroy  bacterial  life,  it  nevertheless  becomes  capable 
of  altering  the  chemical  and  toxic  activity  of  the  organism  concerned  to 
such  an  extent  that  it  ceases  to  be  virulent.  Thus  anthrax  bacilli  grown 
in  the  serum  or  blood  of  vaccinated  sheep  apparently  lose  their  virulence ; 
so  do  erysipelas  cocci  cultivated  in  serum  of  protected  animals ;  and  the 
same  rule  applies  to  the  pneumococcus  and  B.  pyocyaneus.  Although 
these  observations  directly  refute  the  theory  which  assumes  that  artificial 
protections  lead  to  the  formation  of  germicidal  substances  in  the  blood, 
they  would  seem  to  show  that  these  processes  endow  the  tissue  fluids  with 
a  marked  attenuating  power,  so  that  deadly  organisms  grown  in  them 
become  incapable  of  producing  more  than  a  passing  and  insignificant 
lesion.  Metschnikoff,  however,  has  conclusively  demonstrated  the  incor- 
rectness of  this  supposition.  Firstly,  this  attenuating  effect  is  not  a  constant 
result  of  acquired  immunity ;  secondly,  it  is  merely  apparent  and  very 
transitory,  while  true  attenuation  is  a  more  lasting  change  ;  thirdly,  if 
we  separate  the  bacteria  from  the  serum  in  which  they  grow  by  means  of 
filtration  and  washing,  we  find  their  virulence  restored,  so  that  the  dimin- 
ished virulence  must  be  due  to  the  specific  action  on  the  animal  organism 
of  a  protective  substance  hidden  in  the  serum.  Artificial  immunity,  there- 
fore, depends  neither  on  a  '^dir-ed"  germicidal  nor  on  an  attenuating  potver 
acquired  by  the  serum  and  fluids  of  the  protected  animal. 
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Although,  while  working  in  the  laboratory  with  test-tubes  and  serum, 
we  find  that  the  protective  serum  itself  is  neither  attenuating  nor 
consistently  bactericidal,  nevertheless  it  is  certain  that  the  processes  in  the 
body  are  very  different.  There  can  be  no  doubt,  in  spite  of  Metschnikoff"s 
objections,  that  when  we  inject  cholera  vibi'ios  intra-peritoneally  into  a 
protected  animal,  crowds  of  them  die  in  the  peritoneal  fluid  without  any 
direct  interference  on  the  part  of  the  cells — without  phagocytosis.  Con- 
versely, if  we  administer  the  anti-diphtheritic  serum  to  patients  and  examine 
their  tonsillar  or  faucial  membranes  from  day  to  day,  we  shall  frequently 
find  that  legions  of  diphtheria  bacilli  die  an  extracellular  death.  Similarly, 
after  the  pneumonic  crisis,  which  marks  the  period  of  acquired  immunity, 
the  diplococci  die  in  large  numbers  without  direct  conflict  with  the  cells. 
Hence,  though  our  test-tube  observations  may  point  the  other  way,  we 
are  forced  to  assume  that  during  the  process  of  recovery  which  ends  in 
acquired  immunity  the  body  becomes  so  greatly  altered  that  its  tissues 
and  fluids  become  not  only  antitoxic,  but  also  germicidal.  These  are  two 
distinct  and  specifically  acquired  properties  which  serve  to  protect  the 
body  when  its  immunity  is  threatened. 

Hence  the  secret  of  an  artificial  specific  immunity  must  be  sought  for 
in  peculiar  vital  changes  produced  in  the  animal  organisms  by  various 
processes,  either  actively  or  passively  specific.  An  active  immunity,  as 
already  explained,  is  produced  by  inoculation  with  living  organisms  and 
their  products,  the  resistance  being  acquired  after  an  active  struggle 
against  the  causes  of  disease  ;  a  passive  immunity  is  produced  by  the 
administration  of  the  specific  serum,  the  resistance  being  acquired,  without 
an  active  struggle,  by  a  peculiar  modification  brought  about  under  the 
influence  of  certain  specific  substances.  The  chief  difference  between 
the  unprotected  and  the  actively  protected  animal  is  that  the  serum  or 
tissue  extracts  of  the  latter  possess  a  specifically  immunising  power. 
Since  this  change  affects  all  tissues,  it  is  evident  that,  as  the  animal 
passes  from  the  susceptible  to  the  immune  state,  we  are  dealing  not 
merely  with  a  modification  of  this  or  the  other  fluid  or  cell,  but  with  a 
general  reaction.  Acquired  immunity  does  not  depend  on  resistance 
acquired  by  certain  cells  or  elements  alone  ;  when  once  produced  it  finds 
expression  in  vital  germicidal  and  antitoxic  properties  acquired  by  the 
tissues  and  their  fluids.  It  is  obvious  that  a  struggle  against  pathogenetic 
bacteria  can  only  end  successfully  if  these  are  eventually  destroyed,  and 
their  toxic  products  rendered  harmless.  The  conception,  therefore,  of  an 
acquired  immunity  depending  on  phagocytosis  alone,  is  absurdly  narrow 
and  incomplete.  The  toxins  being  the  most  dangerous  weapons  of  the 
bacteria,  the  antitoxic  reaction  of  the  tissues  is  no  doubt  the  more  im- 
portant modification  ;  but  histological  bacterioscopic  and  clinical  investiga- 
tions show  clearly  that  with  the  appearance  of  immunity  and  I'ecovery 
the  micro-organisms  also  die.  Their  death  is  due  not  only  {a)  to  action 
of  the  cells,  or  phagocytosis,  but  also  (h)  to  extracellular  destruction. 
Phagocytosis  is  therefore  merely  one  factor  of  immunity,  one,  indeed, 
not  invariably  present,  nor,  when  present,  equally  important  in  all  cases. 
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It  may  be  present  although  the  animal  die  from  the  effect  of  intoxication. 
It  is  futile  then,  as  we  have  seen,  to  enter  at  the  present  time  into 
further  discussion  when  the  advances  of  our  knowledge  so  clearly  indicate 
the  limitations  of  the  phagocytic  theory. 

Artificial  immunity,  therefore,  to  state  it  once  more,  depends  on 
processes  which  render  the  tissues  capable  of  (a)  destroying  bacterial  life, 
and  {b)  of  rendering  the  products  of  bacterial  activity  inert ;  destruction 
of  the  bacteria  themselves  is  not  sufficient  to  save  the  animal,  unless  the 
toxins  are  also  accounted  for,  or  unless  the  bacteria  are  destroyed  before 
they  have  time  to  form  their  toxins.  It  is  conceivable  that  an  animal 
may  survive,  if  the  poison  alone  be  destroyed  or  rendered  inert,  but  it 
is  a  matter  of  experimental  as  well  as  of  clinical  observation  that  antitoxic 
processes  in  the  body  are  almost  invariably  accompanied  by  antimicrobic 
effects.  A  protected  animal  reacts  to  an  infection  with  local  inflammatory 
changes  which  soon  pass  off ;  the  bacteria  disappear  without  their  pro- 
ducts having  had  a  fair  chance  of  displaying  their  existence  and  activity. 
Inasmuch  as  phagocytosis  is  a  common  phenomenon  in  an  inflammatory 
process,  leading  to  resolution  and  repair,  it  will  also  show  itself  con- 
currently with  immunity;  but  the  essence  or  cause  of  immunity  it  cannot 
possibly  be. 

As  yet  we  have  no  certain  knowledge  of  these  antimicrobic  and 
antitoxic  substances.  It  seems  erroneous  to  assume  that  the  germi- 
cidal serum  or  tissue  extracts  contain  these  matters  in  the  form  in 
which  they  subsequently  appear  in  the  animal  body.  It  is  more  reason- 
able to  assume  that  they  are  called  into  existence  by  the  action  of  the 
serum,  or  of  substances  contained  in  the  serum,  on  the  tissues  ;  this  is 
certainly  the  case  so  far  as  the  germicidal  properties  of  the  immunised 
tissues  are  concerned,  for  the  protective  serum  in  the  test-tube  but  rarely 
possesses  any  such  properties,  while  the  animal  body  certainly  does. 
Again,  by  means  of  chemical  vaccination  we  render  an  animal  refractory, 
so  that  its  tissues  are  able,  both  by  intracellular  and  extracellular  action, 
to  destroy  the  microbe,  and  yet  this  germicidal  virtue  is  rarely  trans- 
mitted to  the  serum.  It  has  also  been  shown  that  after  heating,  which, 
as  we  know,  removes  all  possible  germicidal  and  antitoxic  powei's  it  may 
possess,  the  protective  serum  inoculated  into  an  animal  is  still  capable  of 
conferring  immunity  to  the  tissues  and  their  juices  by  virtue  of  which  they 
are  able  to  overcome  a  bacterial  infection.  With  regard  to  the  antitoxic 
effect  it  is  still  more  difficult  to  come  to  a  definite  conclusion.  At  first 
sight  we  might  ask  why  we  should  require  a  different  explanation  here  ? 
In  almost  all,  if  not  in  all  cases,  it  takes  a  long  course  of  inoculation  with 
toxins  to  generate  a  weak  antitoxic  serum ;  but  when  the  animal  is  once 
immune,  its  total  serum  will  give  much  more  antitoxin  than  corresponds  to 
the  dose  of  poison  against  which  it  has  been  protected.  Roux  has  further 
shown  that  the  same  quantity  of  toxin  given  in  many  small  doses  leads  to 
a  greater  store  of  antitoxin  in  the  tissues  than  when  given  in  a  single  large 
dose.  Lastly,  we  have  the  observations  alluded  to  above,  that  a  mixture 
of  serum  and  toxin,  apparently  neutral  for  one  group  of  animals,  is  still 
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toxic  for  more  susceptible  animals ;  or  to  put  it  otherwise,  "  clinically 
cure  does  not  follow  the  introduction  of  the  serum  with  the  certainty 
and  precision  of  a  chemical  reaction  "  (Welch).  It  is  therefore  in  all 
probability  incorrect  to  suppose  that  the  protective  serum  has  a  "direct" 
antitoxic  and  germicidal  action  which  it  shares  with  the  tissues ;  the 
changes,  induced  by  the  injected  serum,  which  render  the  tissues  and  their 
fluids  both  antimicrobic  and  antitoxic,  have  a  specifically  vital  character. 

Buchner  has  made  attempts  to  separate  the  antitoxic  bodies  from 
serum  in  a  more  definite  form.  All  attempts  to  obtain  them  in  a  pure 
state  have  failed,  and  in  the  present  state  of  physiological  chemistry 
must  fail.  The  serum  may  be  dried  in  vacuo  and  still  retain  its  remark- 
able properties  ;  it  may  be  precipitated  by  sodium-ammonium  sulphate  in 
the  form  of  a  highly  antitoxic  powder.  Heat  destroys  the  action  of  the 
antitoxins,  but  with  some  difficulty,  they  are  resistant  also  to  light  and 
putrefaction,  and  in  many  resj^ects  they  resemble  the  enzymes.  Buchner 's 
own  view  is  that  the  antitoxins  are  substances  directly  derived  from  the 
bacterial  plasma.  There  is,  however,  no  definite  evidence  in  favour  of  this 
assumption,  and  for  the  time  being  we  must  confess  our  ignorance  of  the 
nature  of  these  protective  and  curative  substances. 

Whatever  the  nature  of  these  so-called  antitoxins  of  bacterial  origin  may 
be,  their  action  is  specific ;  that  is,  an  anti-diphtheritic  serum,  from  what- 
soever animal  obtained,  will  immunise  against  diphtheria  alone.  Most  ex- 
periments, as  I  have  said,  tend  to  prove  this  point ;  and  the  recent  attempt 
made,  especially  by  the  French  school,  to  cast  doubt  on  this  proposition, 
does  not  as  yet  carry  conviction.  It  is  true  that  Calmette  has  shown  not 
only  that  by  gradually  rendering  animals  proof  against  snake  poison,  their 
serum  in  this  case  likewise  becomes  protective  and  curative,  but  also  that 
the  serum  of  an  animal  inoculated  against  cobra  venom  will  counteract 
the  effects  of  the  venom  of  other  snakes ;  yet  this  exception  is  but  apparent, 
as  it  appears  from  their  physiological  or  pathological  action  that  the  snake 
venoms  generally  employed  belong  to  one  physiological  group.  Calmette, 
however,  claims  that  anti-tetanic  serum  also  works  antagonistically  to 
snake  poison.  But  recent  experiments  show  that  this  view  of  the  absence 
of  specificity  rests  on  an  insufficiently  sound  basis,  and  applies  perhaps  more 
to  the  antitoxins  prepared  for  poisons  of  non-bacterial  origin  ;  so  that  the 
specificity  of  antitoxic  serum,  for  infective  lesions  at  least,  cannot  as  yet  be 
denied.  The  most  important  feature  of  the  observations  on  snake  poison 
is  the  fact,  already  demonstrated  by  Ehrlich,  that  what  can  be  done  against 
the  bacterial  toxins  can  also  be  effected  against  the  chemically  and 
physiologically  allied  animal  or  vegetable  poisons.  Attempts  to  obtain  a 
protective  serum  against  the  vegetable  alkaloids  by  means  of  gradually 
increasing  inoculations  have  hitherto  failed. 

The  view  that  the  antitoxins  are  modified  toxins  or  direct  derivatives 
from  the  mycoproteins  is  disproved  by  Roux's  experiments,  who  showed 
that  a  horse  strongly  protected  against  diphtheria  toxin,  if  bled,  gives  a 
serum  of  certain  value  ;  if  bled  again  a  little  time  later,  its  serum  will 
have  the  same  value  as  that  first  removed,  although  no  poison  has  been 
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administered  in  the  meantime  to  raise  the  immunity.  Hence,  fresh 
antitoxin  must  have  been  produced  without  fresh  inoculation  with  toxin. 
Antitoxin  must  therefore  be  a  direct  product  of  the  cells  by  virtue  of 
acquired  secretory  changes,  and  its  action  must  also  be  directly  cellular. 

This  sketchy  and  elementary  survey  of  the  subject  of  Acquir^ed 
Immunity  must  suffice,  since  the  whole  subject  is  one  which  readily 
invites  speculation  which  may  hardly  prove  profitable,  and  would  at  any 
rate  fall  beyond  the  scope  of  a  general  article. 

Natural  Immunity. — While  discussing  predisposition  we  have  fre- 
quently alluded  to  natural  resistance  and  immunity,  so  that  here  a  few 
brief  remarks  will  suffice.  Natural  immunity,  like  predisj^osition,  may  be 
individual  or  personal,  or  may  belong  to  all  the  members  of  a  species  or  a 
race.  Amongst  animals,  for  instance,  we  find  that  Algerian  sheep  are 
resistant  to  anthrax,  an  infection  very  fatal  to  other  sheep ;  and  we  have 
already  commented  upon  the  marked  insusceptibility  of  negroes  to  yellow 
fever  and  ague;  which  amounts  almost  to  immunity.  Carnivora  generally 
are  distinguished  by  a  marked  degree  of  I'esistance  to  anthrax  and  septic 
infection,  which  is  almost  equivalent  to  exemption.  Racial  immunity  to  a 
great  extent  must  have  been  accpiii'ed  by  natural  selection  and  inheritance, 
as  the  more  refractory  members  survive  ;  and  since  the  properties  to 
which  they  owe  their  survival  are  of  benefit  to  the  species,  we  may  assume 
that  they  are  readily  ti'ansmitted  by  heredity.  The  influence  of  bacterial 
diseases  on  the  origin  of  species  has  not  as  yet  received  due  attention,  nor 
again  this  influence  on  the  extermination  of  species.  This  is  not  the  place 
to  consider  this  question  ;  but  I  may  point  out  that  there  is  sufficient 
historic  evidence  to  suggest  that  continued  exposure  to  an  infection  tends 
to  establish  a  racial  resistance,  for  we  find  that  the  commoner  infective 
fevers,  when  introduced  amongst  a  population  unacquainted  with  them, 
assume  a  most  malignant  and  fatal  form. 

Natural  immunity  may  lie  either  absolute  or  relative,  according  to  its 
intensity.  But  few  animals  are  absolutely  immune,  for  in  most  cases  it 
is  possible  to  infect  them,  without  otherwise  interfering  with  them,  by 
inoculating  excessive  quantities  of  bacteria  into  their  tissues,  or  by  intro- 
ducing the  germs  into  special  regions  of  the  body.  An  animal,  though 
able  to  resist  lai'ge  doses  injected  subcutaneously,  may  readily  succumb 
to  intra-peritoneal  inoculations ;  while  in  other  cases  intra-peritoneal 
inoculations  may  be  resisted  when  subcutaneous  infection  proves  fatal. 
This  opens  up  the  l)road  question  of  local  immunity,  which  at  present  is 
beyond  the  reach  of  an  answer.  A  personal  immunity  may  be  merely 
temporary,  and  then  it  is  often  apparent  rather  than  real.  When  we 
find,  for  instance,  that  during  an  epidemic  a  certain  number  of  people  re- 
main intact,  this  exemption  is  not  necessarily  due  to  a  natural  insuscepti- 
bility, but  in  some  cases  may  be  explained  by  assuming  (1)  that  there 
was  no  exposure  to  the  contagion,  or  (2)  that  certain  external  conditions 
required  for  a  successful  infection  were  absent.  An  individual  who  has 
escaped  during  one  epidemic  may  become  infected  subsequently ;  either 
because  his  immunity  was  only  temporary,  or  because  in  the  meantime  he 
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has  acquired  the  necessary  disposition.  We  must  draw  a  hard  and  fast 
line  between  temporary  and  relative  immunity  on  the  one  hand,  and  loss 
of  resistance  on  the  other. 

When  an  animal  is  naturally  immune  from  a  bacterial  infection,  it  is 
also  proof  against  intoxication,  an  important  consideration,  as  we  shall  see 
hereafter,  for  no  theory  of  immunity  can  be  advanced  unless  it  explains 
also  this  essential  factor  of  natural  resistance.  The  temporary  or  per- 
manent immunity  which  some  individuals  enjoy  may  be  due  to  the 
intolerance  of  poisons,  especially  when  pathogenetic  organisms  find  an 
abode  in  the  body  without  producing  an  infection,  as,  for  example,  is  the 
case  with  the  pneumococcus,  whose  presence  is  borne  with  impunity 
by  a  large  percentage  of  people.  It  is,  however,  also  possible  that  such 
organisms  while  growing  in  the  various  secretions  and  excretions  display 
but  little  or  no  virulence.  Altogether,  we  are  on  ground  so  very  unsafe, 
and  surrounded  by  so  many  fallacies,  that  it  is  wiser  to  attack  the  prol:)lem 
of  natural  immunity  in  its  simplest  form. 

We  find  that  some  animals  are  refractory  to  certain  bacterial  in- 
fections, susceptible  to  others.  How  are  we  to  explain  this  ?  Various 
views  of  the  matter  have  been  brought  forward  from  time  to  time. 

Theory  of  Natural  Immunity. — (a)  Metschnikofi'  preached  phago- 
cytosis, but  we  have  already  seen  that  in  an  exclusive  form  this  theory 
is  untenable,  especially  as  in  most  bacterial  infections  we  are  dealing  with 
the  toxins  as  well  as  with  the  micro-organisms  themselves.  Again  phago- 
cytosis may  be  present  to  a  marked  degree,  although  the  animal  die  (for 
example,  diphtheritic  infection  in  guinea-pigs).  As  in  acquired  so  also  in 
natural  immunity  phagocytosis  is  merelya  phenomenonof  natural  resistance. 

(/8)  It  has  been  assumed,  especially  by  Buchner  and  Hankin,  that  in 
the  condition  of  natural  immunity  the  blood,  lymph,  and  tissue  fluids  are 
germicidal,  and  that  this  property  is  due  to  certain  albuminous  or 
albuminoid  substances  which  may  l>e  separated  in  an  impure  form  from 
the  blood,  spleen  and  other  tissues  of  most  animals.  To  these  bodies 
Buchner  gave  the  name  of  alexins.  They  are  secreted  by  certain  cells  of 
the  body,  according  to  Hankin  more  especially  by  the  leucocytes,  and 
pass  into  solution.  Certainly,  as  we  have  already  seen,  the  serum  of  many 
animals  has  some  germicidal  properties,  and  from  the  spleen  and  lymphatic 
glands  albuminous  substances  capable  of  destroying  or  impairing  bacterial 
life  can  be  removed.  These  so-called  alexins  differ  from  the  antitoxins  in 
the.se  points  :  (i.)  they  are  very  .sensitive  to  light  or  heat;  (ii.)  they  have 
a  distinct,  though  unequal,  germicidal  power,  which  (iii.)  varies  both  in 
intensity  and  effects  with  the  species  of  the  animal ;  in  one  species  they 
are  active  against  one  microbe,  in  another  species  against  another.  There 
is  in  them  no  uniformity  or  common  pi'inciple  of  action. 

There  are  many  weak  points  in  such  a  doctrine,  of  which  I  may 
mention  a  few.  Thus  the  experimental  evidence  is  unsatisfactory,  since 
it  rests  mostly  on  test-tube  reactions  which  often  differ  materially  from 
those  in  the  animal  body.  Frequently  the  serum  shows  slight  antimicrobic 
powers  outside  the  animal  body,  while  the  living  tissues  exert  no  such 
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power.  Again,  there  is  no  complete  correlation  between  natural  immunity 
and  this  property  of  the  serum,  and  without  it  the  theory  must  fall  to 
ground.  Even  in  the  most  refractory  animals  the  destructive  power  of 
the  serum 'over  the  micro-organism  is  too  slight  to  tempt  us  seriously  to 
accept  this  theory.  Thus  we  find  that  frogs'  serum  in  a  test-tube  will 
destroy  but  a  very  small  percentage  of  the  anthrax  bacilli  added  to  it, 
and  that  even  this  slight  germicidal  power  is  lost  after  a  short  time.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  that  the  serum  or  plasma  does  contain  such  substances 
(or  alexins,  if  we  wish  to  use  a  mystic  language) ;  for  the  germicidal 
power,  slight  as  it  is,  is  readily  destroyed  by  heat  or  cold.  There  are 
no  doubt  destructive  substances  in  the  blood  of  many  animals,  yet 
for  the  above  reason  it  seems  impossible  thereby  to  explain  natural 
immunity,  especially  since  it  has  been  found  impossible  hitherto  to 
produce  specific  cures  by  means  of  repeated  injections  of  such  bodies. 
Again,  the  alexins  have  never  been  shown  to  have  an  antitoxic  effect, 
and  it  is  a  matter  beyond  dispute  that  an  immune  animal  is  also 
toxin-proof.  But  we  must  confess  that  the  serum  of  certain  refractory 
animals  is  antitoxic  to  snake  poison  ;  yet  here  again  there  is  no  constancy, 
since  some  venom-proof  animals  yield  no  antitoxic  serum,  while  on  the 
other  hand  some  susceptible  animals  yield  an  antitoxic  serum.  Natural 
immunity,  therefore,  must  depend  on  vital  reactions  which  are  called  forth 
by  the  conflict  between  the  tissues  and  the  bacteria  with  their  products, 
the  final  outcome  being  death  of  the  micro-organisms  and  neutralisation  of 
the  toxins.  The  destruction  of  bacterial  life  is  assisted  by  the  innate  ger- 
micidal and  antitoxic  power  of  the  serum,  plasma,  or  lymph  found  in 
many  animals,  and  by  the  phagocytic  properties  of  the  wandering  cells. 

(y)  This  reactionary  vitality  of  the  tissues  and  their  cells  may  be 
increased  in  many  ways.  Thus  Wooldridge  showed  that  the  injection  of 
thymus  extract  may  protect  rabbits  against  anthrax,  and  Kossel,  Vaughan, 
and  M'Clintock  have  rendered  animals  refractory  to  bacterial  infections  by 
the  administration  of  nuclein  and  nucleinic  acid.  Since  it  requires  in  the 
case  of  susceptible  animals  a  certain  minimal  number  of  micro-organisms 
to  produce  infection,  it  follows  that  every  animal  possesses  the  elements 
or  the  germs  of  immimity.  These  will  destroy  a  certain  number  of  bacteria, 
but  if  we  pass  beyond  the  limit,  disease  will  occur.  If  now  in  one  way 
or  another  we  increase  this  innate  resisting  power  by  cell-stimuli,  the  animal 
will  be  able  to  resist  a  larger  number;  it  will  appear,  that  is,  to  be 
immune,  or  to  have  acquired  an  immunity.  We  may  increase  this  innate 
resisting  power  in  two  directions  :  (a)  specifically  against  a  particular 
infection  by  administering  repeated  or  increasing  doses  of  the  bacteria, 
their  proteins,  or  their  toxins ;  or  (6)  generally  against  all  infections 
by  giving  such  substances  as  nuclein,  nucleo-albumins,  nucleinic  acid. 

In  either  case  we  increase  the  reacting  powers  of  the  tissues  ;  it  appears, 
however,  that  only  when  we  do  so  specifically  Ave  can  obtain  a  protective 
serum.  Thus  Hildebrandt  has  shown  that  by  means  of  enzymes  of 
various  kinds  we  may  alter  animals  to  such  an  extent  that  they  are 
capable  of  resisting  acute  infections  ;  yet  if  the  serum  of  animals  which 
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have  been  treated  with  ferments  and  enzymes  be  injected  into  normal 
animals,  it  has  no  antidotal  value.  The  enzyme  injections,  therefore,  raise 
the  natural  resistance,  but  do  not  produce  an  immunity  which  can  be 
transmitted  from  one  individual  to  another  by  means  of  the  serum. 

We  stand,  therefore,  before  a  question  which  we  are  quite  unable  to 
answer — namely,  what  is  the  difference  between  natural  resistance  and 
acquired  specific  immunity  ?  The  former  is  an  innate  property  of  the 
individual  or  species,  one  which  cannot  be  transmitted,  except  by  heredity, 
from  parent  to  offspring ;  the  latter  is  readily  transferred  from  one 
individual  to  another  by  serum  injections.  Yet  we  find  that  by  producing 
a  specific  transferable  immunity  the  natural  general  resistance  is  frequently 
raised,  for  clinically  it  may  be  shown  that  recovery  from  an  infective 
fever  often  renders  the  individual  less  susceptible  to  other  infective  fevers  ; 
occasionally,  however,  it  may  render  the  individual  even  more  susceptible. 

Hereditary  Immunity. — An  acquired  si^ecific  immunity  may  also  be 
transmitted  from  parent  to  offspring.  Numerous  experiments  prove  this, 
but  the  most  important  are  those  of  Ehrlich,  and  of  Tizzoni  and  his  school. 
These  observers  worked  especially  with  strong  toxins,  and  while  Ehrlich 
showed  that  immunity  is  exclusively  transmitted  through  the  maternal 
tissues,  the  Italians  claim  to  have  demonstrated  that  the  transmission  may 
also  be  through  the  spermatic  fluid.  Maternal  transmission  is  hardly 
inheritance,  since  the  foetus  is  nourished  by  the  blood  and  fluids  of  the 
mother ;  it  is  rather  intra  -  uterine  protection.  Ehi  licli  has  also 
shown  that  an  immunity  may  be  acquired  through  the  milk  of  pro- 
tected animals,  so  that  sucklings  may  drink  to  their  own  protection 
at  their  mothers'  breasts.  Needless  to  say,  the  action  of  the  milk 
is  specific.  The  importance  of  these  observations,  both  as  concerns 
the  individual  and  society  at  large,  will  be  readily  seen.  The  i-esults 
of  Tizzoni  and  Cattani  have  not  yet  been  confirmed,  and  on  the  other 
hand  have  been  negatived  by  other  observers,  so  that  at  present  we 
may  doubt  the  possibility  of  the  germinal  transmission.  As  in  extra- 
uterine life  immunity  may  be  acquired  through  recovery  from  an  infective 
process,  so  also  the  embryo  or  foetus  may  gain  protection  after  a  successful 
struggle  with  a  disease  contracted  in  ntero.  In  most  cases,  however,  this 
protection  is  called  into  existence,  or  increased,  through  the  protective  and 
curative  substances  developed  in  the  mother.  Amongst  human  beings  an 
artificial  specific  immunity  may  be  transmitted  to  the  foetus  for  small-pox 
and  syphilis,  which  may  be  due  either  to  a  simple  transmission  of  the 
maternal  immunity,  biought  about  through  the  protecti\'e  circulation,  or 
to  the  fact  that  concuriently  with  the  pregnant  mother,  the  foetus, 
sharing  her  blood,  was  impregnated  with  the  antidotal  substances  intro- 
duced into  or  developed  in  the  mother.  The  mechanism  of  immunity 
conferred  by  inheritance  is  as  yet  in  obscurity. 

Indeed  the  mechanism  of  immunity,  Avhether  acquired  or  natural, 
specific  or  general,  is  still  hidden  from  us  ;  and  we  cannot  as  yet  lift  the 
veil  which  is  interposed  between  us  and  the  facts.  We  cannot  enter  into 
all  the  seductive  hypotheses  to  which  scientific  enthusiasm  gives  expression  ; 
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"from  enthusiasm  to  imposture  the  path  is  perilous  and  slippery."  We 
must  therefore  receive  the  discoveries  of  the  day  with  the  open  and 
impartial  mind  of  the  historian,  trusting  that  the  future,  perhaj^s  the  near 
future,  will  arrange  them  in  their  proper  order  and  proportions,  so  that 
retrospectively  we  may  learn  their  lesson.  At  present  the  thinker  stands 
bewildered  before  the  problem  of  immunity  ;  and  when  two  recent  writers 
(Freund  and  Grosz)  assert  that  a  close  relation  appears  to  exist  between 
the  process  of  coagulation  and  serum  immunisation,  we  may  remember 
that  we  are  equally  ignorant  of  the  inner  working  of  either  process. 
It  is  because  of  these  limitations  of  our  understanding  that  I  have 
passed  over  numberless  observations,  such  as  local  immunity,  or  the 
production  of  immunity  by  bacteria  or  chemical  substances  not  specifically 
related  to  the  disease  in  question.  Yet  the  recent  past  has  revealed  so 
many  marvellous  facts  unto  us  that  we  may  confidently  look  to  the 
future  for  more  light. 

Serum  Therapeutics 

If  any  arguments  be  needed  to  justify  those  high  aims  of  the  patho- 
logist or  bacteriologist  which  are  attained  through  the  sacrifice  of  animal  life 
in  carefully  devised  experiments,  we  may  point  with  pride  to  the  number 
of  lives  saved  by  means  of  the  treatment  with  curative  serum ;  this  treat- 
ment, great  even  in  its  present  success,  and  based  on  sound  experience 
and  observation,  invites  us  to  expect  more  success  in  the  future  than  the 
past  has  already  given  us.  The  principles  of  the  new  therapeutic  method 
have  been  fully  discussed  in  the  previous  pages.  It  is  founded  on  the 
generally  established  fact  that  susceptible  animals,  adequately  protected 
so  as  to  reach  the  highest  possible  degree  of  immunity  from  infections 
with  pathogenetic  bacteria  or  from  intoxications  with  their  chemical 
products,  are  capable  of  supplying  a  serum  which,  injected  into  other 
susceptible  animals,  will  protect  them  also  against  like  infections  or  in- 
toxications ;  and,  even  when  injected  after  the  earlier  symptoms  of  the 
infection  or  intoxication  have  appeared,  may  determine  the  cure  of  the 
diseased  animals.  Obviously  it  requires  larger  doses  to  remove  a  lesion 
than  to  prevent  an  infection  or  intoxication.  Experimental  work  has 
further  shown  that  the  serum  of  one  animal  will  display  this  specific 
activity  in  animals  belonging  to  widely  different  species.  The  practical 
and  clinical  application  of  these  laboratory  observations  has  opened  up  a 
new  method  of  treating  bacterial  and  toxic  lesions,  which  consists  in  the 
injection  of  curative  substances  obtained  from  the  blood  of  highly  pro- 
tected animals  into  the  diseased  individuals;  and  since  these  substances 
are  contained  in  the  serum,  this  therapeutic  method  is  called  the  "  serum 
treatment."  These  specific  substances  may  be  kept  in  a  stable  and  durable 
form,  either  in  the  form  of  liquid  serum,  or  in  the  dried  state  after 
desiccating  the  serum  in  vacuo  ;  so  that  they  may  be  used  as  quantities 
measurable  by  weight  or  volume  and  constant  in  potency. 

Behring  had  first  shown  that,  as  far  as  animals  are  concerned,  this 
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method  is  followed  by  successful  results  in  tetanus,  diphtheria,  and  the 
various  streptococcus  infections.  Now  these  lesions  differ  greatly  in 
principle :  tetanus  is  an  acute  intoxicative  process  of  the  most  rapid 
development ;  diphtheria  resembles  it,  but  is  less  rapid  ;  the  streptococcus 
infections  are  less  intoxicative,  and  in  their  severity  depend  chiefly  on  the 
distril uition  and  growth  of  the  micro-organisms  themselves  :  these  also  have 
a  marked  tendency  to  infect  the  blood  and  the  tissues  generally,  while  the 
tetanus  bacilli  always,  and  diphtheria  bacilli  generally,  remain  at  the  seat 
of  inoculation,  multiplying  to  a  limited  extent  and  manufacturing  their 
more  active  poisons.  Thus  we  have  learned  that  a  curative  serum  may  be 
prepared  for  intoxicative  as  Avell  as  for  infective  lesions  of  bacterial  origin. 

The  next  step  was  Ehrlich's  discovery  that  Behring's  principle  may  be 
employed  also  in  the  treatment  and  protection  of  animals  against  poisoning 
with  vegetable  toxalbumins,  such  as  abrin  and  ricin.  The  field  and  scope 
of  the  serum  treatment  thus  at  once  became,  fundamentally  at  least, 
much  wider  and  more  promising.  How  far-reaching  are  these  earlier 
observations  we  have  now  realised  on  Calmette's  demonstration  that  it  is 
possible  to  render  animals  proof  against  snake  venoms,  and  to  obtain  from 
these  animals  a  serum  capable  of  protecting  other,  even  highly  susceiDtible 
animals,  against  the  poison ;  and  powerful  enough  to  save  them  even 
when  the  first  symptoms  have  already  appeared.  These  toxic  bodies  are 
not  of  bacterial  origin,  but  they  bear  close  resemblance  to  the  mycotic 
poisons.  Attempts  to  prepare  a  serum  antagonistic  to  the  recognised 
chemical  poisons,  inorganic,  organic,  or  alkaloidal  in  nature,  have  utterly 
failed,  so  that  there  is  a  near  limit  to  the  scope  of  the  serum  treatment,  even 
in  the  laboratory ;  it  seems  that  only  certain  substances  of  distinctive 
chemico-physiological  action  are  capable  of  producing  the  kind  of  reaction 
in  the  animal  body  which  results  in  the  formation  of  antitoxic  substances. 
We  have  some  grounds  for  suspecting  a  correlation  between  chemical  con- 
stitution and  physiological  action  in  other  branches  of  therapeutics  and 
pharmacology ;  and  some  such  principle,  at  present  obscure,  may  underlie 
both  the  changes  produced  in  the  animal  organism  when  protected  against 
so-called  toxalbumins  and  enzymes,  and  those  which  happen  in  the  case 
of  the  alkaloids  which  are  bodies  of  entirely  different  chemical  structure. 

The  curative  value  of  a  serum  varies  directly  as  its  protective  poAver, 
so  that  to  obtain  an  active  serum  the  animal  must  be  endowed  with  the 
highest  possible  degree  of  immunity.  Since  in  every  animal,  according 
to  its  size  and  susceptibility,  there  is  a  limit  beyond  which  its  immunity 
cannot  be  pushed,  the  larger  animals,  such  as  horses,  must  be  used  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  a  curative  serum.  These  must  be  treated  by 
methods  which  will  result  in  the  shortest  possible  time  in  the  strongest 
resistance  obtainable  without  damage  to  their  tissues. 

Broadly  speaking,  there  are  two  methods  by  which  the  animals  may 
be  prepared.  Firstly,  they  may  be  inoculated  with  gradually  increasing 
doses  of  the  toxins ;  secondly,  they  may  be  treated  with  the  living  or 
dead  bodies  of  the  bacteria,  also  injected  in  gradually  increasing  quantities. 
The  increase  must  be  gradual,  because  the  animal  acquires  resistance 
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gradually,  and  our  aim  must  l)e  to  get  as  near  as  possible  to  the  maximum 
immunity,  and  then  to  keep  it  at  this  level.  If  from  time  to  time  we 
remove  blood  from  the  animal  under  preparation,  we  shall  find  its  serum 
gradually  increasing  in  protective  power.  Behring  and  Ehrlich  have 
suggested  the  following  as  a  standard  of  value.  In  the  case  of  anti- 
diphtheritic  serum,  a  serum  0"1  c.c.  of  which  when  mixed  in  a  test-tube 
with  ten  times  the  fatal  dose  of  diphtheria  toxin  is  capable  of  rendering 
the  latter  harmless  to  a  guinea-pig  weighing  about  300  grammes,  is  taken 
as  the  standard,  and  is  called  "normal  serum."  1  c.c.  of  such  serum  is 
the  protective  unit,  so  that,  for  instance,  a  serum  of  which  O'Ol  c.c.  suffices 
for  complete  protection  possesses  ten  units.  Roux's  standard  differs  from 
that  of  the  Germans.  His  constant  is  a  toxin  solution  of  which  0"1  c.c. 
kills  a  guinea-pig  weighing  500  grammes  in  48  hours.  If  1  c.c.  of  this 
toxic  solution  be  rendered  harmless  by  0'05  c.c.  of  serum,  then  evidently 
1  c.c. of  serumis  capableof  protecting  100,000  grammes  of  guinea-pig  against 
0"!  c.c.  of  toxin;  hence  the  protective  value  of  such  serum  is  100,000. 
By  his  method  of  protection,  which  consists  essentially  in  injecting 
toxins,  Behring  has  succeeded  in  obtaining  an  anti-diphtheritic  serum  of 
600-1500  units.  During  the  artificial  protection  of  animals  it  is  regularly 
found  that  each  injection  is  followed  by  a  mai'ked  reaction,  during  which 
the  temperature  rises,  the  weight  falls,  and  the  animal  is  ill.  During 
this  period  of  reaction  the  immunity,  and  therefore  also  the  protective 
value  of  the  serum,  is  considerably  lowered ;  but  when  the  animal  has 
recovered,  both  are  considerably  raised.  Hence  the  protective  inocula- 
tions should  not  be  made  during  these  periods  of  reaction,  nor  should 
the  blood  of  the  animal  be  taken  for  therapeutic  purposes  until  it  is  well 
and  sound  again.  While  administering  diphtheria  toxins  to  horses  it  has 
frequently  been  found  that  at  first  the  antitoxic  value  steadily  ascends, 
but  that  when  large  doses  of  toxins  have  been  reached  this  value  decreases. 
This  would  seem  to  show  that  in  the  eagerness  of  obtaining  a  potent  serum 
the  protective  substances  stored  up  in  the  animal  organism  have  been  over- 
taxed ;  or,  to  express  it  in  other  words,  the  animal  having  been  brought 
to  the  limit  of  its  immunity,  inordinate  demands  have  been  made  on  its  own 
antitoxic  substances  by  injecting  enormous  doses  of  fresh  toxin,  in  the 
hope  of  raising  its  immunity  indefinitely.  There  is,  however,  a  point 
beyond  which  we  cannot  go. 

Dr.  Klein  established  an  important  fact  when  he  showed  that  an 
anti-diphtheritic  serum,  obtained  after  toxin  injections,  attains  to  a  high 
degree  of  antitoxic  potency,  but  to  a  lower  degree  of  protective  potency, 
than  a  serum  obtained  after  injections  of  living  cultures.  Further,  he 
showed  that  by  administration  of  living  cultures  the  same  degree  of 
protective  power  is  acquired  by  horses'  serum  in  a  considerably  shorter 
space  of  time  than  after  repeated  toxin  inoculations.  It  follows  that  for 
the  preparation  of  the  most  useful  serum  the  injection  of  toxin  in 
increasing  doses  should  be  combined  with  inoculations  of  living  bacteria  ; 
for  in  this  way  a  serum  possessed  both  of  highly  antitoxic  and  preventive 
virtues  might  be  obtained.    In  disease  as  it  appears  in  man,  we  have 
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to  deal  both  with  the  poison  already  produced  and  with  the  bacteria 
capable  of  producing  more ;  it  must  be  our  aim,  therefore,  to  attack  the 
sources  of  disease  on  all  sides,  at  any  rate  in  such  lesions  as  diphtheria, 
where  the  bacilli,  although  they  are  generally  localised  in  the  membranes, 
are  nevertheless  extremely  numerous ;  in  the  case  of  tetanus  and  a  fortiori 
in  snake  poisoning  we  require  merely  a  highly  antitoxic  value. 

If  now  we  shortly  review  the  scope  of  the  serum  treatment,  we  find 
( 1 )  that  every  infection  requires  for  its  prevention  and  cure  a  specially  and 
apparently  a  sj^ecifically  prepared  serum.  We  have  already  referred  to 
the  attempt  made  by  Calmette  to  shake  this  law,  perhaps  too  exclusively 
conceived  by  Behring,  and  we  have  seen  that,  so  far  as  bacterial  diseases 
are  concerned,  the  law  still  holds  good.  In  fact,  from  a  practical  point  of 
view,  this  very  specificity  of  the  curative  serum  must  limit  its  application. 
Thus  Pfeiffer  has  shown  that  although  the  various  vibrios  obtained  from 
choleraic  dejecta  are  closely  allied,  and  morphologically  and  biologically 
frequently  inseparable,  yet  each  special  form  of  vibrio  has  its  own  anti- 
choleraic  serum ;  a  protective  serum  prepared  against  one  variety  is  not 
necessarily  antidotal  to  another.  In  cholera  the  clinical  lesions  are  uniform 
and  characteristic,  but  they  may  be  caused  by  several  closely  allied  forms 
of  vibrio.  Accordingly,  we  find  that  it  is  not  possible,  in  the  laboratory 
at  any  rate,  to  obtain  a  universal  anti-choleraic  serum.  Again,  both  staphylo- 
cocci and  streptococci  produce  suppuration,  septicaemia,  erysipelas  and 
jjysemia ;  and  although  with  our  clinical  imperfections  we  are  unable 
to  detect  essential  differences,  or  any  at  all,  between  processes  associated 
with  one  or  other  group  of  cocci,  yet  a  serum  antagonistic  to  an  infection 
by  one  is  useless  against  infections  by  the  others.  It  seems,  then,  that  in 
the  treatment  of  infective  diseases  by  this  new  method  conditions  seem 
most  favourable  in  those  specific  cases — such  as  tetanus,  diphtheria,  enteric 
fever — which,  in  their  uncomplicated  form,  are  due  to  a  single  organism.  In 
other  cases,  such  as  cholera,  suppuration,  and  septicsemic  lesions,  obvious 
difficulties  must  arise  in  the  uncertainty  and  diversity  of  the  bacterial  flora. 

(2)  Specific  curative  effects  cannot  be  attained  by  means  of  blood  of 
refractory  animals  in  their  normal  state,  that  is,  not  specifically  protected. 
In  this  direction  laboratory  experiments  have  invariably  led  to  failure. 
Richet  and  Hericourt,  and  others,  claimed  to  have  discovered  powers 
curative  of  tuberculosis  in  the  serum  of  goats,  sheep,  g,nd  dogs,  animals 
almost  absolutely  refractory  to  this  microbe.  Experimentally,  however,  the 
blood  of  these  animals  has  been  shown  by  Bouchard  and  others  to  be 
devoid  of  protective  power,  and  it  follows  therefrom  that  it  is  devoid  of 
curative  power. 

(3)  Since  the  action  of  the  curative  serum  is  specific,  we  cannot 
expect  it  also  to  counteract  any  secondary  infections  by  other 
organisms.  Thus,  in  diphtheria,  complications  due  to  the  interference  of 
pyogenetic  cocci,  especially  streptococci,  are  not  infrequent ;  against  these 
the  anti-diphtheritic  serum  is  powerless ;  it  can  counteract  the  effects 
of  diphtheria  bacilli  and  their  toxins,  but  of  these  only.  The  secondary 
infections  must  be  dealt  Avith  by  other  means,  it  may  be  by  injections 
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of  serums  specially  prepared  for  these  cocci,  it  may  be  by  vigorous 
means  of  general  disinfection. 

(4)  In  all  cases  an  adequate  dose  of  antitoxin  serum  is  to  be 
administered.  Now,  as  the  dose  of  toxin  present  in  a  patient,  and  the 
number  of  bacteria  settled  in  his  tissues,  cannot  be  estimated,  it  is  of 
importance  not  to  use  too  little  of  the  antidote,  and  rather  to  force  the 
treatment  than  to  remain  more  or  less  expectant.  In  the  case  of  both 
tetanus  and  diphtheria  copious  dosage  at  frequent  intervals  has  led  to  the 
best  results.  Of  course  in  cases  of  slight  severity  less  serum  and  a  less 
energetic  treatment  is  required  than  in  graver  cases.  Many  failures  in  the 
treatment  of  diphtheria  have  undoubtedly  been  due  to  inadequate  dosage. 

(5)  By  the  researches  of  Calmette,  mentioned  above,  the  scope  of  the 
serum  treatment  has  been  considerably  enlarged.  Having  succeeded  in 
rendering  animals  so  firmly  resistant  against  snake  poison  as  to  obtain 
a  highly  antitoxic  serum  from  them,  he  further  showed  that  the  serum 
active  against  the  venom  of  one  serpent  is  also  potent  against  that  of 
another.  Herein  he  has  been  confirmed  by  Professor  Eraser  of  Edin- 
burgh and  others.  The  future  must  show  how  far  these  observations  are 
applicable  outside  the  precincts  of  the  laboratory. 

(6)  The  antitoxic  treatment  has  hitherto  been  tried  in  man  in  several 
diseases,  and  a  short  summary  of  results  may  be  acceptable  at  this  point. 
Its  success  is  so  imdoubted  in  diphtheria  as  to  silence  all  opposition, 
and  to  lead  us  to  hope  for  better  and  better  results.  It  is  a  specific 
remedy,  and  it  surpasses  any  other  which  has  ever  been  employed  for  the 
treatment  of  this  disease. 

The  anti-tetanic  serum  has,  unfortunately,  been  less  successful ;  chiefly 
because  of  the  extraordinary  severity  of  the  disease  against  which  it  is 
employed.  In  acute  cases  with  a  short  incubation  period  and  a  rapid 
onset  of  spasms  it  has  so  far  been  useless  ;  but  chronic  cases  with  a  long 
incubation  period  and  a  slow  onset  of  spasms  seem  to  be  benefited  \vide 
art.  "  Tetanus  "].  These  latter  cases,  however,  frequently  do  well  under 
other  methods  of  treatment.  Again,  under  ordinary  circumstances  treat- 
ment is  begun  too  late,  and  the  prospect  of  success  is  therefore  not  very 
hopeful  in  any  really  serious  case. 

Attempts  have  been  made  to  cure  pneumonia,  erysipelas,  puerperal 
fever,  pneumococcus  meningitis,  typhoid  fever,  and  also  cholera  in  the 
human  subject  by  means  of  injections  of  a  specific  serum.  The  facts 
which  we  possess  as  yet  are  too  meagre  for  discussion ;  yet  so  much 
has  already  been  achieved  liy  careful  observation  in  the  laboratory 
that  further  triumphs  may  be  confidently  anticipated.  Success,  however, 
cannot  be  forced :  one  serum  after  another  has  been  vaunted  as  a  cura- 
tive agent  in  tuberculosis  ;  the  dog,  the  goat,  and  the  ass  have  had  false 
pretensions  thrust  upon  them  ;  and  recently  Maragliano  has  come  forward 
with  an  anti-tuberculous  serum,  which,  however,  is  evidently  not  a  true 
antitoxic  or  immunity-conferring  serum :  it  seems  rather  to  act  as  a 
modified  tuberculin,  raising  the  temperature  considerably  on  injection, 
and  producing  other  physiological  changes  as  a  rule  not  observed  with 
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protective  serums.  Moreover,  Maragliano's  observations  are  not  liased 
on  sound  experiments  ;  he  fails,  at  any  rate,  to  record  any  successful 
preventive  inoculation  of  susceptilile  animals.  Our  great  difficulties  in 
tuberculosis  are  the  protection  of  the  individual  from  secondary  infections, 
and  the  removal  of  the  latter  when  they  have  once  made  their  appearance. 

In  conclusion,  a  few  words  must  be  said  on  the  dosage  and  adminis- 
tration of  curative  serum.  Carefully  prepared  and  preserved  it  is  harmless  ; 
and  local  inflammation  or  suppuration,  if  they  appear,  are  generally  due  to 
a  contamination  of  the  serum  during  its  use,  or  to  want  of  asepsis  in  the  in- 
jection of  it  into  the  tissues.  Cleanliness  is  an  imperative  necessity, 
although  local  infections  are  excessively  rare.  The  serum  may  be  obtained 
in  either  a  liquid  or  dried  state ;  in  the  latter  case  a  certain  weight  of  it 
must  be  carefully  suspended  and  ground  up  in  sterile  water,  or  saline 
solution,  or  sterile  camphor,  or  thymol  water.  The  dried  serum  will  dis- 
solve only  in  part :  after  shaking  it  vigorously  it  is  allowed  to  stand,  in 
order  to  alloAv  the  insoluble  matter  to  fall  down.  The  water  extracts  the 
active  jjrinciples  and  holds  them  in  solution.  The  skin  at  the  seat  of 
injection  must  be  carefully  washed  and  cleansed  with  antiseptic  lotion, 
and  the  syringe  boiled  before  use  j  a  proper  instrument  which  can  be 
readily  sterilised  must  be  chosen. 

The  injections  should  1)e  made  into  the  subcutaneous  tissues  of  the 
flanks  or  buttocks,  and  as  soon  as  jmsihle ;  a  day's,  nay  a  few  hours' 
delay  may  mean  the  patient's  death  :  the  prompter  the  treatment,  the 
greater  the  chances  of  success.  The  quantity  of  serum  to  be  used,  as 
already  explained,  varies  with  each  case,  with  the  strength  of  the  serum 
and  the  age  and  weight  of  the  patient ;  but  as  a  rule  in  a  severe  case 
it  is  advisable  to  administer  the  antitoxin  boldly.  If,  as  in  the  case  of 
tetanus,  large  doses  (up  to  100  c.c.)  have  to  be  injected,  the  quantity  must, 
of  course,  be  distributed  over  diff'erent  places  ;  moi'e  than  25  c.c.  should 
never  be  injected  at  any  one  spot.  After  use  the  syringe  and  needle 
must  again  be  thoroughly  cleaned,  first  with  sterile  Avater,  then  with 
alcohol,  and  lastly  with  ether. 

Although  we  possess  in  the  antitoxin  a  remarkable  therapeutic  agent, 
we  must  not  in  our  enthusiasm  forget  older-established  methods.  Thus 
in  the  case  of  diphtheria  local  antiseptics  and  tonics  should  be  employed 
as  far  as  possible  ;  in  the  case  of  tetanus,  physostigmin  and  other  drugs 
and  operative  treatment  must  not  be  neglected.  There  is  no  reason  why 
we  should  disregard  measures  of  a  useful  kind  which  may  hasten  recovery 
by  removing  the  source  of  infection. 

Rashes  occasionally  occur  after  the  administration  of  serum,  generally 
of  erythematous  or  urticarial  character  ;  they  either  appear  around  the  seat 
of  injection,  or  they  may  affect  the  whole  l)ody,  or  certain  areas  of  it, 
especially  the  extensor  surfaces  of  the  limbs.  These  eruptions  are  pro- 
duced by  substances  in  the  serum  other  than  the  specific  antitoxic 
substances,  since  they  may  occur  on  injecting  normal  horses'  serum ; 
undoubtedly  in  time  they  may  be  eliminated,  indeed  it  appears  that 
on  using  dried  serum  they  are  less  frequent. 
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Joint-pains  are  also  said  to  occur  occasionally;  there  may  be  redness 
around  the  articulation,  and  even  effusion  into  the  synovial  cavity,  the 
hips,  ankles,  and  wrists  being  inost  frequently  affected.  No  ill  result 
of  these  complications  has  ever  been  recorded,  hwt  they  retard  recovery  ; 
it  must  be  our  aim,  therefore,  to  obtain  a  serum  free  from  such  contami- 
nation. Serious  harm,  such  as  nephritis  or  suppression  of  the  urine, 
never  results, — although  statements  have  been  made  to  the  contrary.  Dr. 
Caiger  speaks  emphatically  on  this  point,  and  we  may  take  it  for  granted 
that,  given  a  pure  serum-supply,  care  in  administration,  and  responsil)le 
circumspection,  all  serious  complications  can  be  avoided. 

It  has  already  been  mentioned  that  the  protective  value  of  curative 
serum,  at  least  so  far  as  our  laboratory  animals  are  concerned,  is  very 
high,  even  although  the  immunity  produced  is  only  temporary.  Frequent 
proposals  have  been  made  by  Behring,  Roux,  Vaillard,  and  others,  to  use 
the  antitoxin  for  purposes  of  prevention  in  the  case  of  diphtheria  and 
tetanus ;  so  far,  however,  this  suggestion  has  not  had  the  recognition 
it  undoubtedly  deserves.  Behring,  in  fact,  expects  that  "by  the  com- 
bination of  prophylactic  and  actual  treatment  with  antitoxic  serum,  w^e 
must  eventually  succeed  in  abolishing  diphtheria  and  in  confining  it  to 
the  pages  of  history."  In  local  epidemics  of  diphtheria  serum  protection 
might  be  practised  ;  and,  although  tetanus  is  a  rare  disease,  protective 
injections  are  also  advisable  in  cases  of  wounds  contaminated  with  sand, 
earth,  or  dust :  prevention  is  frequently  easy ;  cure  may  be  impossible. 
It  is  fair  to  add,  however,  that  the  protective  value  of  the  anti-diphtheritic 
serum,  in  man  at  any  rate,  does  not  seem  to  be  consideral)le. 

A.  A.  Kanthack. 
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SEPTICEMIA  AND  PYEMIA 

Introduction. — Under  this  general  heading  are  usually  included  three 
constitutional  affections  which,  both  pathologically  and  etiologically,  are 
quite  distinct.  Speaking  broadly,  it  may  be  said  that  they  are  due  to 
the  entrance  into  the  general  system  either  of  micro-organisms  or  of  their 
products  ;  and  as  a  rule  they  are  met  with  in  connection  with  some  wound 
or  breach  of  surface,  the  discharges  from  which  have  become  contami- 
nated with  bacteria.  Three  different  results  may  follow  the  entrance  of 
bacteria  into  a  wound,  and  it  is  not  uncommon  to  find  two  or  more  of 
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them  in  combination ;  indeed,  in  the  great  majority  of  cases  the  condi- 
tion of  saprsemia  accompanies  that  of  septicaemia  or  pypemia. 

The  first  of  these  affections  is  saprcemia,  which  is  also  spoken  of  as 
septic  or  putrid  poisoning  or  intoxication.  Saprsemia  is  a  general  con- 
stitutional disorder  exclusively  due  to  chemical  poisoning  by  the  products 
of  bacteria,  and  not  to  the  entrance  of  the  bacteria  themselves  into  the 
blood.  The  poison  so  introduced  cannot  increase  in  the  system  except 
by  the  absorption  of  fresh  doses  ;  and  the  blood  of  an  animal  that  has 
died  of  the  disease  only  contains  a  diluted  solution  of  the  amount  of 
poison  it  had  received,  so  that  small  quantities  of  this  blood,  when 
injected  into  another  animal  equally  susceptible,  will  not  set  up  symptoms 
of  poisoning.  Hence  the  disease  is  in  no  sense  an  infective  one ;  more- 
over, the  poison  absorbed  is  being  so  constantly  and  rapidly  eliminated 
from  the  system  that,  pi'ovided  the  dose  already  taken  up  be  not  a  fatal 
one  and  that  all  further  supplies  are  stopped,  the  disease  will  of  itself 
come  to  a  spontaneous  and  favourable  termination. 

The  second  form  of  septic  disease,  septiccemia,  or  septic  infection,  is  a 
disorder  caused  not  only  by  the  absorption  of  poisons  from  a  wound,  but 
also  by  the  entrance  of  living  micro-organisms  into  the  body  and  their 
growth  and  multiplication  therein.  Although  in  this  case,  as  in  saprsemia, 
it  is  probable  that  the  constitutional  effects  are  due  solely  to  the  chemical 
poisons  produced  by  the  organisms,  and  not  to  the  presence  of  the 
organisms  themselves  in  the  blood-stream,  yet  there  is  this  cardinal 
difference,  that  in  septicsemia  the  poison  is  being  continually  produced 
inside  the  body ;  whereas  in  saprsemia  the  poison  is  produced  in  the 
wound — that  is  to  say,  outside  the  body — and  is  absorbed  from  that  part. 
Hence  it  generally  happens  in  the  case  of  septicsemia — in  contra-distinc- 
tion  to  saprsemia — that,  if  the  disease  be  firmly  established,  it  cannot  be 
moderated  by  the  removal  of  the  original  source  of  infection. 

Thirdly,  we  have  to  consider  pycemia,  an  acute,  general,  infective 
disease,  due  to  the  entrance  of  living  pyogenetic  micro-organisms  into  the 
blood,  and  especially  characterised  by  the  formation  of  abscesses  in 
various  organs  and  parts  of  the  body.  Here  we  have  not  only  poisoning 
of  the  body  with  the  products  of  micro-organisms  which  have  already 
established  themselves  in  the  living  body,  but  we  have  in  addition  the 
occurrence  of  septic  emboli,  either  the  result  of  suppurative  phlebitis  or 
thrombosis,  or  formed  in  other  ways  which  will  be  afterwards  discussed ; 
these  give  rise  to  the  abscesses  characteristic  of  the  disease. 

By  some  authors  a  second  form  of  pyaemia  is  spoken  of  under  the 
term  Chronic  Pycemia.  This  is  a  disease  which  arises  also  in  connection 
with  wounds,  which  is  caused  by  pyogenetic  organisms,  and,  like  pyaemia 
proper,  is  characterised  by  the  formation  of  local  abscesses  in  various 
parts  of  the  body.  These  abscesses,  however,  are  fewer  in  number  than 
in  true  pyaemia ;  they  chiefly  occur  in  subcutaneous  tissues  or  joints,  and 
apparently  they  are  not  due  to  embolism.  For  my  own  part,  I  prefer 
to  designate  this  disease  by  the  name  "  Multiple  Abscesses  "  ;  for,  except 
that  it  is  due  to  pyogenetic  organisms,  it  differs  widely  from  pyaemia 
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in  its  pathology,  and  should  not,  in  my  opinion,  1)e  described  as  a  variety 
of  this  disease. 

So  much  for  definition  ;  but,  while  for  this  purpose  they  are  described 
as  quite  distinct  from  each  other,  it  must  be  confessed  that  in  practice  it 
is  not  always  easy — even  at  the  post-mortem  table — to  assign  definitely 
its  exact  part  to  each  of  the  three  forms  in  the  production  of  symptoms  ; 
for,  as  I  have  said,  two  or  more  of  them  ^^ery  often  concur.  The  sharp 
separation  between  the  three  forms  depends  more  on  the  results  of  the 
experiments  on  animals  than  on  clinical  ol)servation  ;  it  may  be  interest- 
ing, therefore,  to  refer  shortly  to  the  experiments  which  have  established 
the  pathology  of  these  affections. 

Saprcemia. — At  the  beginning  of  this  century  Albert  von  Haller, 
Gaspard,  and  many  others  injected  infusions  of  putrefying  meat  and  other 
putrid  animal  fluids  into  animals,  and  observed  the  poisonous  effects. 
They  did  not,  however,  attempt  to  determine  the  particular  constituents 
on  which  these  effects  depended,  and  Panum  was  really  the  first  who 
thoroughly  studied  this  side  of  the  subject.  He  showed  that  the  poison- 
ous jDroperties  of  putrid  solutions  were  unaltered  by  boiling,  which  would 
of  course  destroy  all  living  elements  ;  further,  he  found  that  the  poison 
was  in  solution  in  the  material,  and  he  was  able  to  separate  substances  in 
the  form  of  a  powder  from  putrefying  materials  which  produced  all  the 
symptoms  that  occuired  when  the  raw  material  was  employed.  This  was 
done  in  the  first  place  hy  filtering  the  fluid,  and  then  adding  absolute 
alcohol  until  a  precipitate  was  obtained.  This  precipitate  was  collected 
and  further  purified  by  repeatedly  dissolving  it  in  distilled  water  and  re- 
precipitating  it.  Finally  it  was  dried  at  a  temperature  of  100°  Centi- 
grade. Even  this  treatment  by  alcohol,  heat  and  drying  did  not  destroy 
the  poisonous  products,  0"012  grammes  of  the  powder  so  prepared  being 
sufficient  to  kill  a  large  dog. 

Selmi  attempted  to  carry  the  investigation  further  in  order  to  deter- 
mine the  nature  of  the  su1)stances  present  in  this  powder ;  and  he  described 
a  number  of  different  suljstances,  or  more  probably  groups  of  suljstances, 
which  he  had  isolated  from  jDutrefyiiig  animal  tissues.  To  these  sub- 
stances, some  of  which  were  harmless  and  some  intensely  poisonous,  he 
gave  the  name  of  animal  alkaloids  or  ptomaines,  these  substances  being 
transition  pi'oducts  formed  by  the  breaking  up  of  the  highly  complex 
organic  molecule  on  its  way  to  foi'm  simple  inorganic  substances.  Brieger 
has  also  thoroughly  investigated  this  subject,  and  has  isolated  and  named 
a  number  of  these  ptomaines,  such  as  putrescine,  cadaverine,  neurine,  etc. 
The  organisms  which  produce  these  sulistances  are  not  as  a  rule  patho- 
genetic, that  is  to  say,  they  are  not  as  a  rule  a1)le  to  live  in  the  animal 
body.  In  cases  in  the  lower  animals  (and  also  in  man)  where  this 
intense  poisoning  has  resulted,  the  organisms  are  not  necessarily  present 
in  the  blood  during  life,  unless,  indeed,  the  condition  of  sapraemia  be 
complicated  with  some  infective  condition  such  as  septicaemia. 

When  a  quantity  of  putrefying  material  is  injected  into  an 
animal — say  a  dog — in  sufficient  quantities  to  kill  the  animal,  the  most 
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prominent  symptoms  are  fever,  vomiting,  and  diarrhoea  :  gi-eat  restless- 
ness and  muscular  twitchings  may  occur  at  first,  but  ai'e  soon  followed 
by  loss  of  muscular  power ;  thij  diarrhosa  becomes  profuse,  serous,  and 
frequently  blood-stained,  and  is  accompanied  by  much  pain  and  tenesmus  ; 
the  temperature  falls,  and  usually  becomes  subnormal ;  the  respiratory 
movements  become  very  feeble  ;  the  pupils  are  dilated  ;  there  is  marked 
cyanosis,  and  death  ensues,  apparently  fi'om  cardiac  failure.  A  fatal 
result  usually  takes  places  within  twenty-four  hours,  depending  directly 
on  the  dose  injected  and  on  the  size  and  susceptibility  of  the  animal. 
Koch  describes  the  symptoms  in  mice  as  follows  : — "  The  animal  becomes 
restless,  running  about  constantly,  but  showing  great  weakness  and  un- 
certainty in  all  its  movements.  It  refuses  food,  respiration  becomes 
irregular  and  slow,  and  death  takes  place  in  four  to  eight  hours."  When 
a  smaller  dose  is  employed  the  effects  are  similar  but  less  severe,  and  the 
animal  after  a  few  hours  rapidly  recovers. 

On  post-mortem  examination  in  these  fatal  cases  we  find  no  very 
prominent  characteristics.  Eigor  mortis  is  transient  and  slightly  marked ; 
decomposition  sets  in  early ;  there  is  no  inflammation  of  the  tissues  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  site  of  injection.  The  chief  changes  occur  in 
the  blood,  which  is  dark  in  colour,  coagulates  slightly  and  A^ery  imper- 
fectly, and  stains  the  lining  wall  of  the  veins  and  endocardium.  Occa- 
sionally serous  effusions  are  met  with  in  some  of  the  serous  cavities,  and 
these  are  also  blood-stained.  Small,  dark  extravasations  of  blood  are 
also  commonly  seen  beneath  the  skin  and  serous  membranes,  and  occa- 
sionally elsewhere  throughout  the  body ;  the  spleen  is  greatly  swollen, 
often  pulpy  and  dark,  from  engorgement  with  blood ;  there  may  be 
signs  of  severe  gastro-enteritis  with  intense  inflammation  of  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  stomach  and  intestines,  and  with  partial  or  almost  com- 
plete desquamation  of  the  epithelial  lining  (Burdon-Sanderson).  Micro- 
scopical examination  of  the  blood  shows  that  the  red  corpuscles  tend  to 
form  clumps  instead  of  the  usual  rouleaux ;  it  is  found  also  that  the 
staining  of  the  vessel  walls  depends  partly,  at  least,  on  the  fact  that 
many  of  the  red  corpuscles  are  disintegrated,  and  their  liberated  haemo- 
globin is  contained  in  solution  in  the  blood  plasma. 

Septiccemia. — Koch,  in  confirmation  of  Panum's  experiments,  found 
that  if  a  considerable  quantity  of  putrefying  blood  were  injected  into 
animals,  poisoning  of  the  animals  advancing  to  a  fatal  result  was 
brought  about ;  the  blood  of  the  animals  so  killed  did  not  contain  any 
bacteria,  and  was  not  capable  of  transmitting  the  disease.  He  further 
found  that  the  rapidity  and  severity  of  the  result  were  proportionate  to 
the  amount  of  putrid  material  injected  ;  but  when  small  quantities  (one  or 
two  minims)  of  putrid  blood  were  injected  into  mice,  although  no  immediate 
symptoms  were  produced,  yet  in  about  one-third  of  the  cases  evidence  of 
disease  appeared  within  twenty-four  hours,  and  if  so  a  fatal  result  usually 
ensued.  The  same  events  also  took  place  where  much  smaller  doses  were 
employed,  but  in  this  case  the  proportion  of  animals  affected  was  still  less. 

The  symptoms  so  set  up  were  as  follows : — After  about  twenty-four 
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hours  greatly  increased  conjunctival  secretion  came  on  which  appeared  to 
glaze  the  eye,  and  ultimately  glued  the  lids  together ;  the  animal  soon 
ceased  to  eat,  appeared  overcome  with  lassitude,  and  moved  but  little ; 
soon  it  sat  still  Avith  its  back  bent  and  its  legs  drawn  up ;  the  respiratory 
movements  were  slow  and .  feeble ;  the  weakness  increased,  and  death 
slowly  ensued  in  forty  to  sixty  hours.  On  post-mortem  examination 
there  was  slight  oedema  at  the  site  of  the  injection ;  the  spleen  was  con- 
siderably enlarged,  but  no  other  marked  changes  were  found  except  in 
the  blood.  Under  a  high  power  of  the  microscope  numerous  extremely 
minute  bacilli  were  found  in  the  blood,  some  free,  others  filling  up  the 
white  corpuscles.  The  minutest  quantity  of  this  blood  inoculated  into  a 
healthy  mouse  led  to  the  disease,  which  was  therefore  a  true  infective 
one.  Koch  was  subsequently  able  to  cultivate  these  organisms,  and  the 
disease  resulted  from  the  inoculation  of  the  cultivated  organisms  in  the 
same  way  as  from  the  inoculation  of  the  blood. 

Since  this  time  a  numbei'  of  organisms  have  been  found  which  pro- 
duce similar  symptoms  in  various  classes  of  the  lower  animals ;  thus,  in 
the  case  of  rabbits,  at  least  three  different  kinds  of  organisms  set  up  these 
symptoms.  This  disease  in  the  lower  animals  is  spoken  of  as  septicaemia, 
and  is  looked  upon  as  the  counterpart  of  septicaemia  in  man  ;  but,  in 
human  septicaemia,  as  will  be  presently  pointed  out,  organisms  cannot  be 
demonstrated  in  the  blood  in  numbers  at  all  compai'able  to  those  in  the 
lower  animals,  or  indeed  in  sufficient  numbers  to  account  for  the  disease, 
supposing  it  to  be  a  simple  blood  infection. 

Pycemia.' — In  the  course  of  Koch's  researches  on  mice  and  rabbits  he 
came  across  an  organism  which  produced  the  condition  comparable  in 
these  animals  to  pyaemia  in  man ;  and  he  found  that  this  condition  was 
due  to  the  development  of  micrococci  in  the  blood.  It  differed  from 
human  pyaemia  in  not  being  associated  with  thrombosis  and  embolism  of 
portions  of  the  thrombus,  but  that  similar  plugs  were  formed  in  the 
vessels  in  another  way,  which  is  also  of  interest  in  connection  with  human 
pyaemia  wherein  it  is  possible  that  something  similar  may  take  place. 
He  found  that  this  organism  grew  in  the  blood,  and  formed  colonies  in 
which  masses  of  red  blood  corpuscles  became  incorporated ;  in  this  way 
emboli  were  formed  which  stuck  in  the  smaller  vessels.  Another  way  in 
which  a  similar  result  was  produced  was  that  the  organisms  seemed  to 
attach  themselves  to  the  endothelial  cells,  and,  growing  there,  ultimately 
filled  up  the  lumen  of  the  blood-vessel  and  formed  a  plug.  It  is  jjossible 
that  a  similar  thing  may  occur  in  man,  more  especially  in  connection  with 
the  streptococcus  pyogenes.  Numerous  experiments  have  also  been  made 
to  determine  the  part  which  embolism  plays  in  the  production  of  pyaemia, 
but  I  may  leave  the  reference  to  these  until  we  come  to  speak  of  the 
pathology  of  pyaemia  in  man. 

The  clinical  characters  of  these  diseases  as  met  with  in  practice  must 
next  be  briefly  described.  They  may  occur  in  connection  with  sui"gical 
operations,  injuries,  or  diseases.  Pure  acute  sapraemia,  as  above  defined,  is 
rarely  found  in  surgical  practice,  and  can  only  occur  in  the  cases  of  large 
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wounds  or  cavities,  such  as  the  peritoneum,  which  are  imperfectly  drained  ; 
but  it  probably  is  not  uncommonly  seen  in  a  milder  form,  and  plays  a 
part  in  the  traumatic  fever  which  so  usually  accompanies  a  septic  wound. 
Hectic  fever  may  be  either  a  chronic  sapraemia  or  a  chronic  septicaemia  ; 
that  is  to  say,  it  is  a  state  in  which  small  doses  of  septic  poison  are  con- 
stantly being  absorbed  either  from  the  ^vound  or  from  the  tissues  in 
which  the  organisms  are  situated.  Septicaemia  may  result  from  Avounds 
of  any  size,  even  from  mere  scratches  if  they  happen  to  be  infected  with 
the  necessary  virus  of  sufficient  virulence.  Pyaemia  may  also  result  from 
wounds  of  any  kind,  or  from  surgical  diseases  associated  with  suppura- 
tion. Usually  thrombosis  occurs  in  the  veins  leading  from  the  affected 
part,  and  the  emboli  resulting  from  the  breaking  down  of  the  thrombus  lodge 
in  the  first  capillaries  at  which  they  arrive  ;  consequently  in  most  casesy 
where  the  systemic  veins  are  affected,  the  lungs  are  the  chief,  or,  it  may 
be,  the  only  part  attacked.  Pyaemia  following  acute  osteomyelitis  is  of 
the  same  type  and  due  to  the  same  causes ;  and  although  commonly 
described  as  a  distinct  variety  of  the  disease,  it  presents  no  special  charac- 
teristics. The  same  may  be  said  of  the  rarer  cases  occurring  in  con- 
nection with  cellulitis,  local  abscesses,  etc. 

Puerperal  fever,  again,  can  no  longer  be  considered  as  a  separate 
disease.  The  uterus  after  parturition  or  abortion  presents  a  large 
raw  surface  exactly  comparable  to  that  of  a  recent  wound ;  and  any 
of  the  forms  of  septic  disease,  or  any  admixture  of  them,  may  arise  as  the 
result  of  the  retention  of  decomposing  materials  in  its  cavity,  or  of  infec- 
tion of  the  discharges.  It  may,  however,  be  here  noted  that  in  these 
cases  there  is  a  special  liability  to  the  retention  of  a  large  mass  of  putrefy- 
ing material  in  contact  with  a  large  absorbing  surface,  so  that  pure 
sapraemia  is  more  often  found  in  this  than  under  any  other  conditions 
\y%de  article  on  "  Puerperal  Septic  Disease  "]. 

Ulcerative,  infective  or  malignant  endocarditis  may  occur  in  the 
course  of  an  ordinary  pyaemia,  or  may  appear  to  be  the  starting-point  of 
the  disorder.  In  either  case  the  pathological  picture  is  peculiar,  in  that 
the  primary  affection  occurs,  in  the  great  majority  of  cases,  on  the  left 
side  of  the  heart ;  thus  the  emboli  given  off  from  it  lodge  in  the  systemic 
arteries  or  capillaries,  and  lead  to  a  true  arterial  pyaemia  (Wilks). 
Beyond  this,  and  the  fact  that  the  emboli  ai'e  usually  in  great  abundance, 
and  that  the  lungs  are  not  affected  in  the  first  instance,  this  disease  does 
not  diff"er  from  ordinary  pyaemia  \yi(le  art.  "  Infective  Endocarditis  "]. 

Suppurative  pylephlebitis  is  a  true  pyaemia,  where  the  original  site  of 
infection  is  situated  somewhere  in  the  area  drained  by  the  portal  system 
of  veins.  It  is,  then,  in  the  radicles  of  these  veins  that  thrombosis  occurs  ; 
and  the  resulting  emboli  will  lodge,  in  the  first  instance,  in  the  portal 
veins  or  capillaries  of  the  liver.  It  may,  in  short,  be  accurately  described 
as  portal  pyaemia.  A  rare  form  of  this  disease  is  occasionally  seen  in  the 
newly  born,  and  is  sometimes  described  as  umbilical  pyaemia.  It  results 
from  suppurative  phlebitis  of  the  unobliterated  umbilical  vein. 

Idiopathic  or  spontaneous  pyaemia  and  septicaemia  are  names  applied. 
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to  those  cases  which  jjresent  the  ordinary  clinical  features  and  post- 
mortem appearances  of  this  disease,  but  in  Avhich  the  source  of  the  infection 
cannot  be  discovered.  These  cases  will  be  further  discussed  later,  but  it 
may  be  here  I'emarked  that  most  of  the  published  cases  seem  to  be 
examples  of  multiple  abscesses  rather  than  of  true  pysemia. 

Infective  myositis,  an  exceedingly  rare  disease  characterised  by  multiple 
abscesses  in  the  muscles  throughout  the  body,  has  also  been  classed  under 
pyjemia,  but  its  pathology  has  not  as  yet  been  properly  worked  out. 

A.  Sapr.«mia 

Etiology  in  Man. — The  following  conditions  may  be  taken  as  necessary 
factors  in  the  production  of  this  disease  in  man  :  (1)  There  must  be  a 
large  mass  of  dead  material,  whether  injured  tissues,  blood-clot  or  dis- 
charge, which  is  undei'going  putrefactive  changes ;  (2)  this  putrefying 
material  must  be  in  contact  with  a  large,  rapidly  absorbing  surface  such 
as  Avould  be  furnished  by  a  fresh  wound,  a  serous  surface,  and  the  like  ; 
(3)  tension  in  the  wound,  keeping  the  discharges  under  pressure,  and 
mechanically  aiding  theii'  absorption. 

It  may  also  be  accepted  that  the  poisons  will  produce  greater  effects, 
or,  conversely,  that  a  smaller  dose  will  be  I'equired,  in  persons  who  are 
debilitated,  who  are  at  either  extreme  of  life,  or  in  whom  the  excretory 
functions,  which  play  so  important  a  part  in  the  elimination  of  the 
poison,  are  in  any  way  imjjaired. 

These  demands  will  be  satisfied  by  such  conditions  as  the  following : 
After  parturition  or  abortion,  portions  of  placenta,  membranes,  or  blood- 
clot,  if  retained  in  the  uterus,  are  very  apt  to  become  infected  with 
putrefactive  organisms  and  to  undergo  rapid  decomposition.  The  in- 
terior of  the  uterus  fur'nishes  a  large,  raw,  rapidly  absorbing  surface,  so 
that  a  large  dose  of  the  poison  must  be  absorbed.  In  many  cases,  also, 
the  patient  may  be  suffering  from  a  certain  amount  of  physical  exhaustion 
or  mental  distress  which  renders  her  more  susceptible  to  the  poisonous 
influence  [vide  art.  on  "  Puerperal  Septic  Disease  "].  In  surgical  practice 
it  may  be  met  with  after  severe  injuries,  when  a  large,  deep  wound  con- 
tains gangrenous  tissue,  blood,  or  discharges  undergoing  decomposition ; 
also  after  operations  when  large  cavities  are  left,  as  after  the  removal  of 
large  tumours,  or  the  serous  cavities  of  the  pleura,  peritoneum  or  large 
joints  are  laid  open,  and  a  quantity  of  decomposing  material  is  pent  up  in 
an  ill-drained  cavity.  Again,  if  a  large  chronic  abscess — such  as  a  psoas 
abscess — be  imperfectly  opened  and  drained,  and  putrefactive  bacteria  gain 
access  to  it,  sapraemia  may  occur  ;  and  when  in  these  instances  it  does  occiu', 
the  symptoms  set  in  very  shortly  after  the  injury — within  a  few  hours. 

It  has  long  been  known  to  surgeons,  and  especially  urged  by  Sir 
Joseph  Lister,  that  absorption  does  not  take  place,  or  at  any  rate  but 
imperfectly,  after  a  wound  becomes  completely  covered  with  healthy 
granulation  tissue ;  hence  it  is  that  the  traumatic  fever,  the  result  of 
septic  absorption,  comes  to  an  end  about  the  fourth  or  fifth  day.    It  may 
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be  said  here  that  cases  of  saprsemia  at  all  comparable  to  those  artificially 
produced  on  animals,  or  to  those  occurring  in  obstetric  practice,  are  rare 
in  surgical  practice.  In  a  special  report  on  the  subject  of  septic  diseases 
to  the  Pathological  Society  of  London  156  clinical  records  are  published, 
and  in  28  of  these  there  were  no  metastatic  abscesses.  Of  these  28 
only  two  are  considered  cases  of  saprgemia,  and  even  these  are  not 
beyond  suspicion ;  it  may  fairly  be  urged,  however,  that  these  statistics 
do  not  give  a  complete  view  of  the  facts,  for  in  a  large  proportion  (24 
out  of  the  26  remaining)  septic  poisoning,  which  could  not  be  excluded, 
probably  played  some  part  in  the  pioduction  of  the  symptoms  and  fatal 
I'esult ;  and,  secondly,  the  statistics  deal  only  with  fatal  cases,  and  this 
disease,  as  is  well  known,  is  overcome  by  proper  treatment  in  a  large 
proportion  of  cases. 

But  while  acute  and  pure  cases  of  sapraemia  are  rare,  mild  cases 
are  commonly  seen ;  it  probably  plays  a  great  part  in  the  so-called 
traumatic  fever,  that  is,  in  fever  occurring  on  the  second  or  third  day 
after  injuries  or  operations,  where  sepsis  has  been  allowed  to  take  place 
in  a  wound.  These  mild  cases  are  important  from  another  point  of  view  ; 
the  poisons  irritate  and  set  up  an  unhealthy  state  of  the  wound,  and 
from  their  debilitating  action  on  the  patient  they  so  lower  the  resisting 
powers  of  his  tissues  as  to  make  him  far  more  susceptible  to  the  graver 
forms  of  septic  infection. 

Saprsemia,  again,  is  not  uncommon  in  operations  on  the  peritoneum  ; 
and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  a  good  many  of  the  cases  of  death  from 
exhaustion,  and  of  those  cases  where  there  has  been  fever  but  no  peritonitis,, 
are  really  cases  of  sapraemia  due  to  the  inti'oduction  of  non-patho- 
genetic  saprophytic  organisms  into  the  peritoneal  cavity.  Further, 
the  poison  being  a  chemical  one,  it  may  readily  be  absorbed  from 
the  alimentary  canal ;  and  it  may  be  remai'ked  that  some  of  the 
symptoms  following  strangulation  of  the  gut  or  intestinal  obstruction, 
usually  ascribed  to  collapse  or  recurrent  shock,  are  in  all  probability 
due  to  absorption  of  poisons  generated  in  the  intestinal  tract  above  the 
obstruction. 

Symptoms. — The  symptoms  begin  suddenly,  and  usually  appear 
within  twenty-four  hours  of  the  time  that  the  discharges  from  the  wound 
were  noticed  to  be  putrid.  The  temperature  rises  abruptly  to  103°, 
104°,  or  sometimes  even  higher,  being  accompanied,  but  by  no  means 
invariably,  by  a  rigor.  This  initial  rigor  may  be  very  severe,  lasting 
half  an  hour  or  more,  and  usually  is  not  repeated ;  in  exceptional  cases, 
however,  repeated  rigors  may  occur.  At  the  same  time  the  skin  becomes 
hot,  dry  and  flushed,  the  patient  complains  of  intense  headache,  the 
tongue  becomes  coated  with  white  fur,  and  there  is  intense  thirst. 
Anorexia  is  complete  ;  vomiting  is  common,  and  may  be  severe  even  from 
the  commencement.  Other  common  febrile  symptoms  also  appear :  the 
pulse  is  rapid  and  full ;  the  respirations  are  hurried ;  the  urine  is  scanty, 
high-coloured,  and  deposits  urates  on  cooling.  Locally  a  sufficient  cause 
for  the  above  symptoms  is  usually  obvious.  The  wound  may  show  signs 
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of  inflammatory  disturbance,  or  even  appear  gangrenous ;  and  in  all  cases 
there  is  a  considerable  amount  of  very  foul  smelling  discharge. 

If  the  case  be  a  severe  one,  and  treatment  not  immediately  adopted, 
signs  of  severe  prostration  rapidly  supervene.  There  is  delirium, 
especially  at  night,  at  first  noisy  but  soon  assuming  the  low  muttering 
type,  and  becoming  almost  constant.  There  is  excessive  muscular  weak- 
ness, as  evidenced  by  tremors.  The  tongue  is  now  dry,  brown  and 
very  tremulous ;  the  mouth  and  lips  are  covered  Avith  sordes.  Diari'hoea 
may  come  on,  and  motions  and  urine  be  passed  unconsciously.  The 
skin  may  be  slightly  jaundiced  and  petechife  may  appear.  The 
temperature  may  fall,  even  to  subnormal ;  coma  comes  on  and  gi-adually 
deepens  into  death.  Death  usually  occurs  about  the  second  or  third  day 
of  the  disease  ;  but  in  other  cases  may  be  postponed  for  as  long  as  a  week, 
the  patient  passing  into  a  typical  "  typhoid  state,"  and  dying  of  exhaustion. 

^  In  less  severe  cases,  those  most  commonly  seen  in  surgical  practice, 
the  symptoms  are  similar  ljut  less  marked.  Usually  improvement  fol- 
lows at  once  when  the  wound  is  freely  opened,  the  putrid  material 
removed,  and  free  drainage  established ;  but  all  fever  may  not  cease  until 
gianulation  is  complete,  and  has  formed  an  efficient  barrier  against 
further  absorption.  Even  in  the  most  severe  cases  recovery  rapidly 
follows  I'emoval  of  the  cause. 

A  brief  abstract  of  a  case  quoted  by  Dr.  Matthews  Duncan  may  be 
given  here,  as  it  serves  well  to  illustrate  some  of  the  more  marked  features 
of  this  disease.  It  is  in  every  respect  a  pattern  case,  and  indicates  the 
happy  result  that  may  be  anticipated  if  treatment  be  properly  carried  out. 

"  A  yoiuig  woman  after  a  natural  labour  gave  birth  to  her  second 
child.  For  the  first  week  slight  bleeding  took  place,  and  on  the  seventh 
day  the  discharges  were  noticed  to  be  putrid.  The  following  day,  the 
eighth,  rigors  occurred,  and  these  were  repeated  daily  until  the  eleventh 
day  after  delivery.  The  patient  was  then  noticed  to  be  very  pale, 
frequently  sick,  and  there  was  profuse  diarrhoea.  The  uterus  was 
tender,  the  breath  sweet,  respirations  44,  pulse  146,  temperature 
104 '2"  F.  The  lochia  were  copious  and  stinking.  She  had  been 
delirious  all  the  previous  night.  Chloroform  was  administered,  and 
large  pieces  of  decomposing  placenta  I'emoved  from  the  uterus,  which 
was  thoroughly  irrigated.  The  next  day  the  patient  had  slept  well 
without  delirium,  pulse  100,  respirations  36,  and  the  highest  temperature 
101-4'^.  Recovery  henceforth  was  uninterrupted."  Dr.  Duncan  remarks, 
"  In  twenty -four  hours  the  whole  aspect  of  the  case  changed  from  despair 
to  hopefulness.  The  woman  was  at  the  point  of  death,  it  was  apparently 
not  worth  disturbing  her  by  treatment,  and  yet  a  few  hours  afterwards 
she  was  comfortable,  and  every  alarming  symptom  had  gone."  Such 
recovery  as  this  is  only  seen  in  these  cases  of  pure  saprsemia. 

In  the  milder  cases  recovery,  when  it  occurs,  is  usually  I'apid  and  com- 
plete ;  but  in  the  more  severe  cases  convalescence  may  be  accompanied  by 
great  ansemia  due  to  the  destruction  of  the  red  corpuscles  and  haemoglobin. 

Morbid  Anatomy. — The  appearances  found  on  post-mortem  examina- 
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tion  of  these  cases  are  very  similar  to  those  occurring  in  animals  in 
which  the  disease  has  been  artificially  produced.  They  are  somewhat 
indefinite,  and  present  nothing '  absolutely  characteristic.  Rigor  mortis 
comes  on  early  and  soon  passes  off,  being  in  most  cases  but  slightly 
marked.  Decomposition  rapidly  sets  in,  and  even  in  cold  weather 
putrefaction  of  the  body  prevents  proper  examination ;  the  organs, 
eight  or  ten  hours  after  death,  are  diffluent  or  distended  with  fostid 
gases.  The  blood  remains  fluid  for  some  time,  and  gravitates,  causing 
marked  hypostatic  congestion.  Coagulation  occurs  but  slowly,  and  the 
clot  formed  is  soft. 

The  lining  membrane  of  the  vessels  and  endocardium  is  blood-stained, 
and  there  may  be  extravasations  of  dark  blood  beneath  the  skin,  pleura, 
pericardium,  in  the  brain,  etc.  Occasionally  the  pleura,  pericardium,  or 
other  serous  cavities  contain  a  little  blood-stained  fluid.  The  liver  and 
kidneys  are  usually  swollen  ;  occasionally  small  hgemorrhages  are  seen  in 
them,  and  microscopically  the  glandular  cells  are  swollen  and  cloudy,  or 
coarsely  granular.  The  spleen  is  almost  invariably  much  swollen,  deeply 
congested,  and  occasionally  almost  diffluent.  Various  microbes  which  have 
been  found  in  the  tissues  are  almost  certainly  of  post-mortem  occurrence, 
and  in  a  few  hours  they  swarm  in  the  body. 

Diagnosis  presents  no  difficulty  in  an  ordinary  case  where  we  have  the 
sudden  onset  of  febrile  symptoms  in  connection  with  an  obvious  cause. 
It  may  not  at  first  be  possible  to  say  positively  which  form  of  septic 
disease  is  present,  but  the  effect  of  treatment  and  the  progress  of  the  case 
will  decide  the  question  in  a  few  hours.  In  doubtful  cases  of  saprsemia 
and  septicaemia  the  test  of  treatment  must  be  relied  on  to  exclude  the 
former,  the  fact  of  importance  being  to  determine  if  septicaemia  be  present. 

It  must  also  be  remembered  that  certain  symptoms  of  "  collapse " 
or  "shock,"  on  or  about  the  third  day  after  operation,  are  commonly 
due  to  sapraemia.  It  is  probable  that  large  numbers  of  deaths  after 
ovariotomy  and  other  operations  on  the  abdomen  which  have  been 
ascribed  to  shock  and  exhaustion  are  really  due  to  sapraemia. 

As  to  prognosis  but  little  need  be  added.  In  simple  cases  of 
sapraemia  the  prospect  of  recovery  is  always  hopeful  if  treatment  be 
immediately  adopted,  however  bad  the  patient  may  appear  at  the  time. 
In  the  old  and  debilitated,  however,  the  prognosis  must  be  I'egarded  as 
much  more  serious.  Also  the  risk  of  other  septic  troubles  arising  in 
connection  with  the  same  cause  must  be  borne  in  mind,  and  this  cannot 
be  dismissed  entirely  until  granulation  is  established. 

Finally  it  may  be  said  that  recovery,  when  it  occurs,  is  not  only 
rapid  but  complete. 

Treatment  is  mainly  surgical,  and  needs  but  a  brief  allusion.  The 
two  main  points  to  be  aimed  at  have  already  been  indicated,  namely,  to 
remove  the  source  of  the  trouble  as  thoroughly  as  possible,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  injure  the  tissues  as  little  as  possible.  The  first  point  is 
attained  by  opening  up  the  part  freely,  removing  any  decomposing 
material  found,  and  then   flushing   all   the  surfaces  of    the  wound 
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thoroughly  with  a  mild  antiseptic  lotion.  Thus  if  the  cause  of  the 
trouble  be  blood-clot  or  pieces  of  placenta  or  membranes  retained  and 
decomposing  in  the  uterus,  the  cervix  must  be  dilated  as  far  as  necessary, 
the  offending  substances  removed  by  flushing,  or  l)y  the  fingers,  or  by 
curetting  as  gently  as  possible,  and  then  the  whole  uterine  cavity 
thoroughly  irrigated.  If  the  cause  be  a  wound  of  one  of  the  large  serous 
cavities,  this  must  be  freely  laid  open,  cleansed  in  a  similar  way,  and 
means  taken  to  ensure  efficient  drainage. 

The  second  point  is  to  handle  the  tissues  as  gently  as  possible,  and 
to  avoid  the  use  of  strong  antiseptic  solutions  for  flushing  purposes. 
These  solutions  as  applied  only  act  mechanically  by  washing  away 
decomposing  material,  and  cannot  destroy  all  the  organisms  present. 
On  the  other  hand,  they  act  deleteriously  on  tissues  already  weakened 
by  contact  with  the  poisonous  products,  so  that  the  wounds  allow 
organisms  to  enter,  to  act  on  the  parts  more  easily,  and  perhaps  even 
cause  their  death — thus  providing  a  fresh  nidus  for  the  putrefactive 
bacteria.  Such  fluids  as  sterilised  water,  boracic  acid,  or  perchloride  of 
mercury  (1-6000  or  1  in  10,000)  solutions  are  to  be  preferred.  The 
best  temperature  at  which  to  use  them  is  probably  about  100°-105°  F., 
as  this  does  not  damage  the  tissues,  and  it  acts  as  a  general  stimulant. 

Afterwards  the  wound  must  be  treated  on  general  surgical  principles. 
At  the  same  time  the  condition  of  the  patient  must  be  carefully  attended 
to.  The  cause  being  removed,  rapid  recovery  will  ensue  if  the  effects  of 
the  poison  already  absorbed  can  be  arrested.  The  collapse  of  severe 
cases  must  be  treated  by  large  quantities  of  stimulants  frequently 
administered.  Brandy  must  be  given  by  mouth,  or  per  rectum  if  vomit- 
ing persist ;  strychnine  seems  to  be  of  special  value.  Carbonate  of 
ammonia  in  two  or  three  grain  doses  may  be  given  hourly,  or  sal  volatile 
in  half-drachm  doses.  In  very  severe  cases  hypodermic  injections  of 
ether  must  be  resorted  to,  and  repeated  as  necessary ;  in  a  word,  every 
effort  must  be  made  to  keep  the  patient  alive  for  a  few  hours  until  the 
poison  in  his  blood  is  excreted. 

In  milder  cases  but  little  medical  treatment  is  required  beyond 
attending  generally  to  the  excretory  functions.  A  diet  consisting  chiefly 
of  milk  with  as  much  fluid  as  the  patient  cares  to  drink  may  be  ordered, 
a  large  quantity  of  fluid  serving  to  dilute  the  poison  and  hasten  its 
excretion.  If  vomiting  persist,  it  may  be  allayed  by  a  simple  effervescing 
mixture,  or  by  small  doses  of  hydrocyanic  acid  and  bismuth.  As  con- 
valescence is  established,  a  liberal  diet  with  general  tonics — iron,  quinine, 
or  strychnine — or  perhaps  change  of  air  will  be  beneficial. 

B.  Septicemia 

The  pathology  of  this  disease  is  much  more  diflScult  than  that  of 
sapra-mia,  and  indeed  it  has  not  as  yet  been  definitely  worked  out : 
I  do  not  know  of  any  complete  solution  of  it.  From  my  description 
of   the  experiments  on  animals,   it  would  seem  to  be  very  simple, 
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namely,  that  in  saprsemia  we  have  poisoning  with  the  chemical  products, 
in  septicaemia  we  have  a  blood  disease  (the  organisms  growing 
in  the  blood),  and  in  pyaemia-  we  have  in  addition  to  blood  disease 
the  formation  of  secondary  abscesses ;  but  when  we  come  to  the 
pathology  of  these  diseases  as  they  occur  in  man,  we  find  that  it  is 
not  so  simple  as  would  appear  from  the  investigations  in  animals. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  in  cases  grouped  under  the  name  septicajmia, 
we  have  not,  as  a  rule,  to  do  with  a  disease  resembling  the  so-called 
septicaemia  of  the  lower  animals,  in  which  the  organisms  are  growing 
freely  and  in  large  numbers  in  the  blood.  True,  on  examining  the  l)lood 
taken  from  septicaemic  patients,  pyogenic  cocci  can  usv;ally  be  found ; 
l>ut  they  are  generally  in  small  numbers,  are  demonstrated  Avith  difficulty, 
and  do  not,  as  regards  their  numbers  or  distribution,  in  any  way 
resemble  the  septicaemia  of  mice  or  rabbits :  one  is  thus  tempted  to 
consider  septicaemia  after  all  as  a  chemical  poison  similar  to  sapraemia, 
the  organisms  producing  this  chemical  poison  not  being  in  the  circulating 
blood.  In  septicaemia,  however,  we  have  one  marked  difference  from 
sapraemia.  In  the  latter  case,  washing  out  the  decomposing  products 
from  the  wound,  or  removal  of  the  part  which  is  the  seat  of  decomposi- 
tion, at  once  arrests  the  disease  ;  the  explanation  being,  as  before  said, 
that  the  organisms  producing  the  poisonous  materials  are  growing 
outside  the  body,  and  that  the  poisonous  materials  are  absorbed  from 
the  surface  of  the  wound ;  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  evident  that  in 
septicaemia  the  manufactory  of  the  poisonous  products  is  not  necessarily 
in  the  wound  itself,  but  may  be  in  other  parts  of  the  body — in  other 
words,  we  have  to  do  here  with  an  infective  disease  caused  by  parasitic 
micro-organisms  which  are  able  to  live  in  the  body  itself. 

As  to  the  place  where  these  organisms  live  and  produce  their 
products,  I  believe,  as  I  have  just  said,  that  but  a  slight  effect  is  pro- 
duced by  the  small  numbers  of  organisms  found  in  the  circulating  blood. 
The  main  body  of  them  are  at  rest  in  the  system,  and  from  the  parts  where 
they  are  deposited  they  pour  their  poisons  into  the  blood. 

One  of  the  common  seats  of  these  organisms  is  the  tissues  of  the 
wound  itself,  which,  in  an  advanced  case  of  septicaemia,  would  generally 
be  found  infiltrated  with  the  cocci.  Although  they  do  not  grow  freely 
in  the  circulating  blood,  they  get  into  it,  and  are  carried  by  it  and 
deposited  in  various  parts  ;  after  death  it  is  not  uncommon  to  find  in 
cases  of  septicaemia  numerous  capillaries  throughout  the  body  blocked 
with  collections  of  cocci  which  have  not  yet  led  to  abscesses.  In  these 
cases  I  believe  the  organisms  have  become  adherent  to  the  endothelium 
of  the  blood-vessels,  and  having  succeeded  in  overcoming  the  resistance 
of  these  cells  they  grow  there,  and  form  the  plug  which  is  found  after 
death. 

A  few  cases  where  the  symptoms  are  similai',  though  probably  more 
acute,  have  been  found  to  depend  on  the  growth  of  organisms  in  large 
numbers  in  the  blood — usually  bacilli  ;  this  condition  corresponds  to 
that  found  in  the  lower  animals.    The  organisms  which  are  usually 


598 


SYSTEM  OF  MEDICINE 


associated  with  septicaemia  are,  however,  the  pyogenetic  organisms,  either 
the  staphylococci,  or  perhaps  more  commonly  streptococci.  On  post- 
mortem examination  careful  search  generally  shows  a  few  organisms  in 
the  blood,  and  they  may  be  cultivated  from  the  blood  of  some  of  the 
internal  organs — more  especially  of  the  kidneys,  where  they  are  some- 
times in  considerable  numbers.  In  cases  of  bacillary  septicaemia  it 
seems  that  the  plvigs  are  not  uncommon  in  the  heart  muscle.  The 
organisms  are  always  found  in  considerable  numbers  in  the  wound,  in 
the  pus,  or  discharges,  in  the  membranous  deposit  which  is  sometimes 
seen  on  its  surface,  and  deep  in  the  neighbouiing  tissues ;  sometimes  in 
the  lymphatics  and  the  neighbouring  lymphatic  glands. 

It  is  difficult  to  understand  how  organisms  like  these  pyogenetic  cocci 
can  at  one  time  cause  a  simple  abscess,  and  at  another  a  severe  and 
rapidly  fatal  general  disease ;  apparently  this  depends  on  the  ^•ariation 
and  virulence  of  the  organisms.  These  pyogenetic  cocci  increase  in 
virulence  when  injected  into  the  peritoneal  cavity,  and  we  find  that 
inoculation  from  septic  peritonitis  is  one  of  the  commonest  causes  of  the 
very  rapid  and  fatal  form  of  the  disease  in  man.  Apart  from  variation 
and  virulence,  the  initial  dose  of  the  organisms  which  enters  the  body 
has  a  great  deal  to  do  with  the  result,  while  predisposition  on  the  part 
of  the  body,  and  the  existence  of  weak  points  where  the  organisms  can 
settle  and  develop,  are  also  of  great  importance.  It  seems  probable  that 
under  the  term  septicaemia  several  diff'erent  septic  diseases  are  grouped  ; 
but  the  possibility  of  making  out  the  state  of  the  case  is  becoming  more 
and  more  difficult,  owing  to  the  spread  of  the  principles  of  antiseptic 
surgery,  and  the  consequent  increasing  rarity  of  the  cases — at  any  rate 
in  the  hands  of  those  who  would  be  able  to  investigate  their  pathology. 

The  disease  may  arise  from  a  simple  prick  or  puncture  inflicted 
during  a  dissection  or  post-mortem  examination.  In  these  cases  the 
small  size  of  the  Avound  forbids  all  idea  of  poisoning  by  chemical  pro- 
ducts alone,  and  the  disease  which  establishes  itself  is  usually  .extremely 
rapid  in  its  course,  and  accompanied  by  great  fatality.  Most  commonly 
the  disease  follows  wounds  which  have  not  been  treated  aseptically,  and 
where,  consequently,  the  pyogenetic  organisms  are  present.  Why  it  should 
arise  in  one  individual  with  a  septic  wound  and  not  in  another  is,  as  has 
already  been  said,  not  at  all  clear. 

Apart  from  the  virulence  of  the  organisms  and  the  condition  of  the 
patient,  local  conditions  no  doubt  play  a  very  important  part,  such  as 
much  bruising  in  the  wounds,  especially  of  the  muscular  tissues,  in 
which  the  organisms  can  therefore  readily  settle ;  the  muscles,  more- 
over, are  very  plentifully  provided  with  lymphatic  vessels.  Perhaps  the 
most  important  local  cause  is  the  retention  of  the  decomposing  fluids  in 
the  wound  leading  to  that  amount  of  pressure  which  would  help  the 
entrance  of  the  organisms  into  the  blood  or  lymph  stream. 

In  former  times  the  contagious  nature  of  the  disease  was  well  shown 
by  the  severe  outbreaks  which  occurred  from  time  to  time  in  the  surgical 
wards  of  hospitals.    The  disease  once  introduced  spread  from  patient  to 
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patient  with  great  readiness  ;  most  probably  being  communicated  by  the 
surgeons  or  nurses,  especially  in  the  use  of  the  same  instruments  for 
dressing  successive  cases  without  proper  disinfection.  More  dreaded  still 
was  it  in  some  of  the  large  maternity  hospitals,  where  there  are  records 
of  many  outbreaks,  especially  at  the  beginning  of  the  century.  In  some 
cases  half  or  two-thirds  of  the  women  delivered  contracted  the  disease, 
and  practically  all  of  these  died. 

Th'e  post-mortem  changes  which  are  found  in  septicaemia  (apart  from 
the  presence  of  deposits  of  organisms  in  various  tissues  or  organs)  are 
almost  identical  with  those  found  in  saprsemia.  Rigor  mortis  is  as  little 
marked ;  putrefaction  proceeds  with  the  same  extreme  rapidity ;  there 
are  the  same  blood-changes,  blood-staining,  serous  effusions,  etc.  The 
spleen,  however,  is  rarely  quite  so  large,  and  congestion  of  the  lungs  and 
bronchitis  are  more  or  less  constantly  present. 

Symptoms.— In  discussing  the  symptoms,  general  and  local,  the 
severer  and  more  typical  form  of  the  disease  will  first  be  treated,  and 
subsequently  reference  made  to  the  milder  varieties. 

General  Symptoms. — The  disease  commences  abruptly,  often  as  early 
as  a  few  hours  after  inoculation,  usually  within  twenty-four  hours. 
Accompanying  the  changes  in  the  wound  the  temperature  is  observed  to 
be  rapidly  rising ;  rigors  occur  in  more  than  half  the  cases,  and  are 
usually  repeated  and  severe.  The  temperature  usually  remains  high 
throughout  (103°-105°  F.),  with  slight  remissions.  In  the  severer  cases 
the  patient's  life  is  rapidly  endangered  ;  death  may  occur  as  early  as  the 
second  or  third  day.  The  pulse  is  always  very  rapid,  sometimes  par- 
ticularly feeble  and  irregular ;  the  heart  sounds  weak.  The  respiration 
is  rapid,  there  may  be  dyspnoea  and  cyanosis,  accompanied  by  all  the 
signs  of  catarrhal  bronchitis.  There  is  always  complete  anorexia,  some- 
times accompanied  by  vomiting,  more  rarely  by  diarrhcea. 

The  cerebral  symptoms  also  vary  much.  There  is  usually  headache 
more  or  less  severe ;  in  some  cases  delirium  sets  in  early  and  is  followed 
by  coma,— more  usually,  perhaps,  the  mind  remains  clear  to  the  end.  If 
the  case  last  longer,  the  patient  passes  into  a  typhoid  state.  The  skin 
usually  assumes  an  icteric  tint,  and  purpuric  spots  may  occur.  The  urine, 
besides  the  usual  febrile  characters,  frequently  contains  albumen,  and 
micrococci  (in  cases  due  to  them)  can  usually  be  detected  in  it  when 
freshly  drawn  off  from  the  bladder.  The  gastro-intestinal  symptoms 
become  severe,  and  the  patient  dies  from  exhaustion  usually  within  a 
week. 

Although  the  differences  in  the  symptoms  noted  above  may  possibly 
depend  to  some  extent  on  corresponding  diffei'ences  in  the  causative  agent, 
yet  with  our  present  state  of  knowledge  it  is  impossible  to  say  how  far 
this  is  the  case.  No  trustworthy  observations  on  this  point  have  yet  been 
made. 

The  symptoms  of  the  milder  varieties  of  this  disorder  need  only 
be  alluded  to :  they  are  those  which  ordinarily  occur  in  connection 
with  suppuration  and  septic  wounds.    There  is  always  fever,  but  the 
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temperature  rarely  reaches  104°  F.,  and  rigors  are  unusual.  The 
patient  feels  ill,  suifers  from  headache  and  thirst,  the  tongue  is  furred, 
and  there  is  anorexia.  Vomiting  may  occur,  and  constipation  is  the  rule. 
In  these  cases  also,  micrococci,  if  carefully  searched  for,  may  be  found 
both  in  the  blood  and  in  the  urine.  As  the  state  of  the  wound  improves, 
the  fever  subsides  and  the  patient  becomes  convalescent. 

Load  Signs. — The  changes  at  the  site  of  inoculation  or  in  the  wound 
also  vary  greatly.  In  severe  cases  from  a  post-mortem  prick  the  finger 
in  a  few  hours  becomes  greatly  swollen  and  intensely  painful ;  thin  red 
lines  of  inflamed  lymphatic  vessels  may  be  seen  spreading  up  the  arm, 
and  the  axillary  lymphatic  glands  become  affected.  Very  shortly  the 
whole  arm  may  become  swollen,  cedematous  and  painful.  In  rare  cases 
the  disease  is  apparently  arrested  in  the  glands,  and  suppuration  occurs 
there,  and  also  along  the  course  of  the  lymphatics.  In  these  cases,  the 
abscesses  being  freely  opened,  recovery  may  ensue  ;  but  more  often  the 
infection  rapidly  passes  beyond  them.  Sometimes  a  form  of  gangrene 
spreads  rapidly  from  the  site  of  infection.  In  other  cases  no  sup- 
puration occurs,  but  the  wound  becomes  covered  with  a  yellowish 
white  adherent  membrane.  In  this  membrane  and  in  the  serous  flaky 
discharge  bacteria  can  often  be  demonstrated.  In  other  cases,  again,  no 
marked  changes  occur  at  the  site  of  inoculation.  In  the  milder  cases 
the  wound  is  usually  in  a  more  or  less  unhealthy  state,  suppurating  and 
painful,  with  swollen  reddened  margins. 

It  is  probable  that  some  forms  of  hectic  fever  may  be  due  to  staphylo- 
cocci growing  in  the  granulations  and  the  tissues  bordering  on  the 
wound,  and  pouring  their  products  into  the  blood-stream.  As  these 
organisms  are  thus  growing  in  the  living  tissues,  according  to  our  defini- 
tions as  above,  some  forms  of  hectic  fever  must  be  considered  as  "  chronic 
septicaemia." 

The  diagnosis  may  be  made  with  ease  and  certainty  if  the  case  arise 
in  connection  with  a  small  wound  (an  obvious  source  of  infection),  or  if 
the  wound  present  some  characteristic  state  as  above  described.  In  other 
cases  extreme  difficulty  may  ai'ise. 

The  distinction  from  sapraemia  has  already  been  pointed  out ;  from 
pyaemia  it  can  usually  be  made  by  its  acuter  onset,  more  rapid  progress, 
more  sustained  temperature,  and,  later,  by  the  absence  of  secondary 
abscesses.  The  possibility  of  a  severe  or  malignant  type  of  specific  fever, 
such  as  small-pox,  may  also  be  borne  in  mind.  The  presence  of  strepto- 
cocci in  the  blood  and  ui'ine  may  be  of  help  in  some  doubtful  cases. 
The  possibility  of  overlooking  the  severer  underlying  condition,  and 
regarding  the  case  as  one  of  simple  severe  bronchitis  with  cardiac  failure, 
must  be  guarded  against.  The  milder  cases  with  suppurating  or  septic 
wounds  present  no  difficulty. 

Prognosis  in  the  severer  forms,  if  an  absolute  diagnosis  can  be  made, 
is  almost  hopeless.  In  extremely  rare  cases,  as  has  been  mentioned,  the 
disease  may  be  arrested  in  the  lymphatics,  and  the  patient  ultimately 
recover  after  a  prolonged  and  severe  illness,  which  often  leaves  him  with 
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an  impaired  constitution.  Although  persons  in  appai'ently  I'obust  health 
may  be  less  liable  to  fall  into  the  disease,  yet  when  once  established  it  is 
as  fatal  in  them  as  in  those  of  weaker  constitutions. 

Treatment. — On  first  seeing  a  case,  the  wound,  if  a  small  one,  should 
be  excised,  and  the  parts  freely  cauterised  with  pure  carbolic  acid  or 
the  actual  cautery.  In  cases  of  larger  wounds,  thorough  cleansing,  followed 
by  application  of  pure  carbolic,  may  be  carried  out ;  oi',  if  they  be  situated 
on  an  extremity,  the  question  of  immediate  amputation  must  be  con- 
sidered. These  measures,  however,  rarely  do  any  good,  the  disease  run- 
ning its  course  unchecked. 

The  most  that  can  be  done  is  to  support  the  patient's  strength  in 
every  way,  by  administering  in  small,  frequent  quantities  such  nutriment 
as  he  can  absorb,  by  giving  stimulants — brandy  and  carbonate  of 
ammonia— freely,  and  by  combating  in  a  suitable  way  some  of  the 
severer  symptoms.  Thus  the  temperature  may  be  controlled  by  tepid 
sponging,  vomiting  by  bismuth  or  alkalies,  and  narcotics  may  be  given 
where  there  is  pain.  Of  other  drugs,  quinine  is  perhaps  of  as  much  use 
as  any. 

Pyemia 

When  we  consider  the  great  interest  in  this  disease,  and  the  terrible 
mortality  that  it  caused  among  surgical  patients  up  to  a  recent  period,  it 
is  very  remarkable  to  find  so  few  references  to  it  in  older  works,  and  to 
note  the  little  interest  which  it  apparently  excited  among  surgeons. 
Massa  in  1559  and  Ambrose  Pare  in  1561  pointed  to  the  occurrence  of 
abscesses  in  the  lungs  as  the  result  of  head  injuries ;  but  no  precise 
theory  to  account  for  this  was  formulated  until  Boerhaave  published  his 
researches  in  1720.  Boerhaave  affirmed  that  the  complications  of  septic 
wounds  were  due  to  the  admixture  of  the  pus  of  the  wound  with  the 
blood ;  and  in  spite  of  many  adverse  theories  and  criticisms  this  view 
received  general  support  and  maintained  its  ground  until  our  own  day. 
John  Hunter,  while  apparently  adhering  to  the  view  that  pyaemia  was 
due  to  the  admixture  of  pus  and  blood,  demonstrated  the  existence  of 
suppurative  phlebitis,  and  believed  that  the  walls  of  the  veins  secreted  the 
pus.  The  presence  of  suppurative  phlebitis  in  almost  all  cases  was  also 
demonstrated  by  others,  of  whom  we  may  mention  Dance  in  1828.  In 
18.34  Gunther,  and  also  Castelnau  and  Ducrest,  injected  considerable 
quantities  of  pus  into  the  veins  of  dogs  and  cats,  and  succeeded  in  nearly 
every  instance  in  producing  metastatic  abscesses.  Virchow,  in  1846  and 
later,  pointed  out  that  the  material  in  the  inflamed  veins  is  not  pus, 
but  softened  and  altered  blood-clot ;  and  that  it  is  cut  off  from  the 
circulation  by  more  recent  blood-clot  not  yet  broken  down ;  and  he  held 
that  the  alleged  mixture  of  blood  and  pus  is  really  a  leucocytosis.  He 
sti'ongly  opposed  the  idea  that  pus  enters  the  circulation  from  the  veins 
or  from  the  lymphatic  vessels ;  in  the  latter  case  he  pointed  out  that  the 
glands  must  stop  the  corpuscles.    In  1826  Cruveilhier  drew  attention  to 
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the  constant  association  of  suppurative  phlebitis  with  metastatic  abscesses. 
He  injected  globules  of  mercury  into  the  circulation  of  the  lower  animals, 
and  noticed  that  abscesses  formed  where  the  globules  lodged  in  the  vessels  ; 
and  he  believed  that  pus  from  the  veins  lodges  and  acts  in  a  similar  manner. 
In  1842  D'Arcet  stated  that  purulent  infection  consists  of  two  parts  Avhich 
are  quite  distinct  from  each  other,  but  always  occur  together,  namely, 
poisoning  by  putrid  products  and  a  blockage  of  the  vessels  by  emboli ; 
the  first  leads  to  fever  and  general  symptoms,  and  the  second  to  the 
metastatic  abscesses.  This  theory  has  been  more  or  less  accepted  by 
Virchow  and  others.  Virchow  further  separated  septicaemia  (which  term 
he  also  applied  to  cases  of  septic  poisoning)  from  pysemia,  and  showed 
that  the  two  might  occur  separately.  Most  of  the  experiments  in  support 
of  this  view  were  performed  with  putrid  pus  :  the  well-filtered  solution, 
when  injected  into  the  veins,  produced  only  septici^mia  ;  the  unfiltered 
solution  containing  solid  particles  led  to  pysemia. 

When  the  importance  of  bacteriology  in  connection  with  surgery 
was  recognised,  these  views  were  carried  a  stage  further,  and  the  causal 
agents  were  shown  to  be  organisms  growing  in  the  decomposing  pus.  In 
1867  Sir  Joseph  Lister  first  published  the  results  which  he  had  obtained 
by  adopting  the  germ  theory  as  the  explanation  of  the  occurrence  of 
suppuration  in  septic  diseases ;  and,  acting  thereon,  the  brilliant  success 
of  the  antiseptic  treatment  soon  fully  confirmed  his  views,  and,  in 
spite  of  criticism,  it  has  constantly  gained  greater  and  greater  accept- 
ance, till  now  it  is  fully  recognised  and  firmly  established.  The  view 
now  generally  held  of  the  pathology  of  pyaemia  is  that  the  general 
symptoms  are  due  to  poisoning  with  the  products  of  certain  pyogenetic 
bacteria,  and  the  abscesses  for  the  most  part  to  plugging  of  the  blood- 
vessels with  masses  of  these  bacteria,  or  with  emboli  infected  with  them. 

Pathology, — Many  investigations  have  been  made  to  determine  the 
organisms  which  are  associated  with  pyaemia,  and  it  has  been  found  that 
the  organism  usually  present  is  the  streptococcus  pyogenes  ;  though  in 
some  few  instances,  more  especially  in  the  less  severe  forms,  pyogenetic 
staphylococci  have  been  the  only  ones  present.  As  I  have  said,  the  fever 
and  general  symptoms  of  pyaemia  may  be  explained  as  those  of  septi- 
caemia ;  that  is  to  say,  they  are  due  to  poisonous  products  povu'ed  into 
the  blood-stream  by  pyogenetic  cocci  growing  in  the  living  tissues  of  the 
body.  The  formation  of  the  secondary  alxscesses  is,  however,  not 
altogether  qiiite  easy  to  explain  at  first  sight,  for  many  observers  have  found 
pyogenetic  cocci  circulating  in  the  blood  of  patients  with  septic  wounds  in 
whom  no  secondary  abscesses  were  established.  Ribbert  and  others 
have  found  that  the  injection  of  moderate  quantities  of  staphylococcus 
pyogenes  aureus  into  the  circulation  of  rabbits  is  followed,  as  a  rule,  only 
by  abscesses  in  the  kidneys,  the  other  organs  apparently  remaining  un- 
affected ;  hence  other  conditions  besides  the  mere  presence  of  pyogenetic 
organisms  circulating  in  the  blood-stream  are  found  necessary  for  the 
production  of  the  complete  picture  of  pyaemia. 

The  almost  constant  presence  in  these  cases  of  suppurative  jMehitis 
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has  already  been  mentioned  ;  and  there  seems  no  doubt  that  the  secondary 
abscesses — at  any  rate  in  the  lungs — are  explicable  on  the  view  that 
portions  of  the  softened  and  infected  thrombus  become  detached  and 
form  emboli  in  these  organs.  The  sequence  of  events  would  then  be  as 
follows: — (1)  Phlebitis  occurs  in  direct  connection  with  the  wound;  (2) 
a  thrombus  impregnated  with  micrococci  is  formed  in  the  vein ;  (3)  the 
thrombus  softens,  disintegrates,  and  portions  of  it  are  carried  into  the 
circulation  as  emboli ;  (4)  these  lodge  in  the  first  set  of  capillai'ies  and 
form  infarctions,  and  then  abscesses. 

In  support  of  this  view  are  the  following  experiments  : — Ribbert,  in 
experiments  on  rabbits  with  staphylococcus  pyogenes  aureus,  found  that 
he  could  produce  abscesses  in  the  heart  and  in  various  organs  if  the  cocci 
were  injected  into  the  blood-stream  attached  to  particles  too  gross  to 
pass  through  the  capillaries  of  these  organs.  He  used  a  cultivation  of  the 
pyogenetic  cocci  on  potatoes,  and  took  care  in  removing  the  cultivation  to 
scrape  off  also  the  superficial  layer  of  the  potato  itself.  If  this  mixture 
of  potato  granules  and  organisms  was  rubbed  up  with  water,  so  as  to 
form  a  fine  emulsion,  and  then  injected  into  the  circulation,  the  result 
was  the  production  of  deposits  of  organisms  in  various  parts  of  the  body, 
leading  to  the  formation  of  abscesses.  Bonome  found  that  by  mixing 
cultivations  of  pyogenetic  organisms  with  finely  powdered  elder  pith,  and 
injecting  the  niixture  into  the  jugular  vein,  he  obtained  similar  appear- 
ances ;  but  if  the  fragments  of  elder  pith  alone  were  employed,  no 
abscesses  resulted. 

Various  other  experiments  might  be  quoted,  but  these  and  the 
pathological  facts  are  sufficient  to  show  that  the  ordinary  pyogenetic  cocci 
are  able  to  cause  secondary  abscesses  in  the  lungs  if  they  enter  the 
general  circulation  attached  to  gross  particles,  and  to  establish  the  import- 
ance of  thrombosis  and  embolism  as  factors  in  the  production  of  pyaemia. 
The  point  of  difficulty,  however,  is  to  account  for  the  abscesses  in  organs 
other  than  the  lungs  in  cases  where  the  systemic  veins  are  affected,  or 
than  the  liver  in  cases  where  the  portal  area  is  the  seat  of  the  primary 
disease.  It  seems  hardly  probable  that  fragments  of  blood-clot  would  be 
able  to  pass  through  the  pulmonary  capillaries  and  stick  in  the  vessels  of 
the  kidney  and  other  organs,  and  some  other  condition  must  be  found 
to  account  for  the  presence  of  these  farther  abscesses. 

It  has  already  been  mentioned,  in  speaking  of  the  experiments  on 
animals,  that  Koch  found  micrococci  by  means  of  which  he  could  produce 
pyaemia ;  and  that  the  way  in  which  the  deposits  of  organisms  were 
brought  about  was  by  their  growth  in  the  blood,  forming  masses  of 
organisms,  and  more  especially  entangling  blood  corpuscles.  It  is  very 
probable  that  something  similar  takes  place  in  man,  and  that  the  strepto- 
cocci growing  only  in  small  numbers  in  the  blood  tend  to  form  balls, 
which  may  be  increased  by  the  aggregation  of  blood  corpuscles,  and 
ultimately  attain  a  size  which  cannot  pass  through  the  capillaries.  It  is 
possible,  also,  that  in  the  lungs  a  fresh  suppurative  phlebitis  may  occur  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  secondary  abscesses,  and  thus  lead  to  the 
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passage  of  emboli  into  the  arterial  circulation.  While,  however,  some  of 
the  tertiary  abscesses,  as  we  may  call  them,  may  be  brought  about  in  this 
way,  the  view  hardly  suffices  fully  to  explain  the  pathology,  because 
it  is  found  that  these  abscesses  are  more  numerous  in  certain  organs, 
more  especially  in  the  kidneys ;  whereas  if  plugs  of  cocci  were  floating 
about  in  the  blood  there  seems  no  reason  why  they  should  be  deposited 
more  in  one  organ  than  in  another.  There  appears,  therefore,  to  be  some 
selective  power  on  the  part  of  the  organs,  and  such  an  admission  clearly 
invalidates  a  pure  embolic  theory.  It  seems  probable  that  most  of  these 
tertiary  abscesses  occur  in  this  way — that  the  organisms  floating  in  the 
blood,  in  groups  not  sufficiently  large  to  form  emboli,  find  conditions 
in  certain  organs  more  favourable  to  their  deposit  and  growth  than 
in  others,  and  establish  themselves  in  the  endothelium  of  the  blood- 
vessels, grow,  and  form  plugs,  and  subsequently  abscesses.  Or  again,  it 
may  be  that  they  find  a  weak  spot,  caused  by  an  injury  or  otherwise,  in 
which  they  can  settle ;  or  again,  there  seems  evidence  in  support  of  the 
view  I  put  forward  some  years  ago,  which  has  since  received  a  certain 
amount  of  confii'mation,  that  apart  from  the  rupture  of  blood-vessels 
and  communication  with  the  ducts  of  secreting  organs  there  may  be 
an  actual  secretion  of  the  organisms.  For  example,  in  the  case  of  the 
kidney,  the  organisms  may  pass  from  the  blood  with  the  water  and  get 
into  the  ■  urinary  tubules  without  any  lesion  of  the  wall*  of  the  blood- 
vessel or  tubule ;  and  having  reached  the  tubules  they  may  then  find 
conditions,  such  as  rest  in  a  suitable  soil,  which  enable  them  to 
develop,  and  there  developing,  may  form  masses  and  subsequently  abscesses. 
I  found  distinct  evidence  of  this  some  years  ago  in  experiments  on  the 
lower  animals  with  a  certain  coccus  obtained  from  wounds,  wherein, 
after  injection  into  the  blood-stream,  the  kidneys  were  the  only  organs 
which  showed  signs  of  disease,  and  the  organisms  in  the  kidneys  were 
present  in  the  urinary  tubules.  This  is  the  most  probable  explanation 
of  the  occasional  occurrence  of  the  abscesses  in  the  parotid  and  other 
glands  sometimes  seen  in  pyemia. 

The  suppurations  in  joints  and  serous  membranes  which  occur  in 
py;emia  are  also  probably  brought  about  by  a  settlement  of  the  organisms 
in  the  endothelial  cells  of  the  capillaries  in  these  membranes,  which  grow 
there,  and  then  pass  into  the  joint  or  cavity  and  set  up  the  infection. 

From  what  has  been  said  it  seems,  therefore,  that  the  embolic  theory  of 
pya?mia  must  be  extended,  and  that  the  occurrence  of  abscesses  in  various 
organs  and  in  the  joints  must  be  farther  explained  by  supposing  either 
fresh  formation  of  emboli  in  the  circulating  blood,  or  deposit  of  organisms 
in  the  endothelium  of  the  smaller  vessels  and  their  growth  there  ;  or 
exit  of  organisms  from  the  blood-vessels  into  the  tissues  in  connection 
with  injiu'ies  ;  or  excretion  of  organisms  and  their  growth  in  the  tubules 
of  the  glands,  or  a  combination  of  these.  Various  other  factors  no  doubt 
come  into  play  in  the  production  of  py;emia,  such  as  the  dose  of  organisms, 
the  degrees  of  their  virulence,  the  general  depression  of  the  vitality  of  the 
body,  and  so  on ;  but  the  above  are  the  essential  points. 
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We  must  now  bi'iefly  trace  ilie  changes  which  take  place  in  the  tissues  on 
the  impaction  of  a  septic  embolus,  or  on  the  development  of  a  mass  of 
organisms  in  a  small  vessel  or  tubule,  which  changes  result  in  the 
formation  of  an  acute  abscess.  If  we  make  a  section  through  a  com- 
mencing pyaemic  abscess,  and  stain  it  appropriately,  we  shall  find  that 
in  the  centre,  obviously  in  the  lumen  of  a  vessel,  there  is  a  small  deeply- 
stained  mass  which,  under  a  high  power  of  the  microscope,  is  seen  to  con- 
sist of  enormous  numbers  of  cocci.  Surrounding  this  is  an  unstained 
clear  area  in  which  the  structure  of  the  tissue  is  no  longer  readily  dis- 
cernible ;  this  is  an  area  which  has  undergone  coagulation  necrosis  [vide 
articles  on  "  Inflammation  "  and  "  Retrogressive  Nutrition  "]  as  the  result 
of  the  action  on  it  of  the  concentrated  poisonous  products  poured  out  from 
the  central  mass  of  cocci.  Outside  this  zone,  where  the  poison  is  weaker, 
the  tissues  of  the  part  are  seen  to  be  undergoing  inflammatory  changes ; 
at  a  later  period  the  micrococci  burst  through  the  wall  of  the  vessel, 
and  pass  into  the  dead  tissue,  and  even  for  a  certain  distance  into  the 
inflamed  and  living  tissues  ;  while  from  the  outer  part  a  large  amount  of 
fluid  plasma  and  a  large  number  of  leucocytes  ar'e  poured  into  this  same 
dead  area.  Among  the  properties  of  these  organisms  is  their  power  of 
peptonising  albumen,  and  by  virtue  of  this  power  the  necrosed  tissues  are 
dissolved,  while  the  effused  plasma  does  not  coagulate  ;  thus  a  central  fluid 
mass  is  formed,  in  which  are  floating  large  numbers  of  dead  leucocytes 
and  micrococci,  and  surrounding  this  mass  we  have  a  dense  laj'er  of  newly- 
formed  granulation  tissue  in  which  the  pyogenetic  cocci  are  present. 

In  man  pysemia  may  originate  in  connection  with  any  inflammation 
in  which  the  pyogenetic  cocci  are  present ;  thus  it  may  follow  injuries  and 
surgical  operations  where  suppuration  is  allowed  to  take  place,  either 
from  the  use  of  imperfect  precautions  to  ensure  asepsis,  or  from  conditions 
of  the  case  preventing  absolute  asepsis.  In  former  times  this  disease  was 
the  great  dread  of  surgeons,  and  the  cause  of  terrible  mortality  after  all 
operations ;  but  more  especially  did  it  follow  injuries  to  veins,  bones  or 
joints.  It  was  most  often  seen  in  hospitals,  and  especially  in  war,  where 
the  hygienic  conditions  were  bad,  and  many  wounded  were  crowded 
together.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  so  late  as  the  first  decade  of  anti- 
septic surgery  (1869-1878)  there  were  no  less  than  903  cases  of  fatal 
septic  disease,  chiefly  pyaemia,  in  eight  of  the  large  London  hospitals. 

Acute  suppurative  osteomyelitis,  or  periostitis,  is  a  not  unfrequent  cause 
of  pysemia,  the  great  tension  under  which  the  pus  is  formed  probably 
forcing  the  septic  emboli  from  the  veins  into  the  circulation.  It  is  not 
so  common  after  abscesses,  boils  and  carbuncles ;  but,  in  the  forms  of 
suppuration,  such  as  spreading  cellulitis,  due  to  streptococcus  pyogenes, 
and  in  acute  and  chronic  middle  ear  suppurations,  pysemia  is  not  un- 
common. It  may  also  follow  ulcers  of  the  skin  or  of  the  intestinal  tract ; 
and  in  the  latter  cases  the  depressed  general  condition  of  the  patient 
may  promote  the  occurrence  of  the  disease. 

As  to  ag"e,  statistics  point  to  pysemia  being  more  common  between  the 
years  of  30  and  40  ;  but  this  is  probably  due  to  accidental  causes  :  no  age 
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is  exempt.  Its  frequency  has  also  been  found  to  vary  with  the  seasons, 
1  )eing  more  common  in  damp  and  cold  weather ;  probably  because  of  the 
increased  neglect  of  hygienic  precautions  prevailing  at  such  periods. 

Symptoms. — The  ordinary  form  of  pyaemia  will  be  first  considered, 
and  later  the  distinctive  features  of  the  other  varieties.  The  disease 
usually  commences  within  the  first  week  of  an  injury  or  operation.  The 
wound  generally  becomes  unhealthy,  any  granulations  which  have  formed 
disappeai',  the  previously  sealed  intermuscular  planes  open  up,  and  the 
discharge  becomes  thin,  watery  or  sanious  pus,  often  so  scanty  that  the 
wound  may  appear  dry.  Phlebitis  of  the  veins  leading  from  the  affected 
part  may  be  made  out,  forming  at  first  tense  cords,  accompanied  later  by 
surrounding  thickening  and  tenderness ;  and,  if  superficial,  by  Oidema  and 
redness  of  the  skin.  In  other  cases,  as  in  thrombosis  of  the  lateral  sinus, 
severe  pain  and  tenderness  along  the  course  of  the  vessel  may  be  the 
main j local  indication  of  phlebitis;  or  again,  we  may  have  to  draw  an 
inference  from  oedema  of  the  area  drained  by  the  vein.  In  rare  cases 
the  wound  may  appear  healthy  and  even  heal,  and  thrombosis,  even  if 
jDresent,  may  be  overlooked. 

The  general  sijmptoms  are  usually  ushered  in  by  a  severe  ligor  and  a 
rapid  rise  of  temperature  to  104°  or  105°.  For  a  few  days  before  this 
there  will  probably  have  been  some  general  malaise  and  loss  of  appetite, 
accompanied  by  more  or  less  fever.  The  rigor  is  followed  by  profuse 
sweating,  and  the  temperatui'e  rapidly  falls  to  102"  or  101°,  or  even 
lower.  The  rigors  are  usually  I'epeated  throughout  the  course  of  the 
disease ;  rarely  ai'e  they  absent  for  more  than  2  4  hours  at  a  time, 
although  they  occur  quite  irregularly,  and  two  or  more  may  occur  in  the 
course  of  a  few  hours,  or  even  in  connection  with  a  single  rise  of  tempera- 
ture. The  temperature  is  always  high  during  the  rigors — 104°-105°  F.  ; 
even  110°  F.  has  been  certainly  I'egistered ;  in  the  intervals  of  the  rigors 
it  may  be  100°-101°  F.,  normal  or  even  subnormal.  The  rigors  are 
always  followed  by  most  profuse  and  exhausting  sweats,  and,  together  with 
the  course  of  the  temperature,  are  fairly  characteristic  ;  they  may,  how- 
ever, occur  with  such  daily  regularity  that  the  chai't  resembles  that  of  a 
case  of  quotidian  ague,  or  again  the  temperature  may  be  more  con- 
tinuously high  and  rigors  absent.  Profuse  sweating  is  in  any  case  an 
almost  constant  symptom. 

Usually  there  is  anorexia  and  sometimes  vomiting  ;  but  occasionally  the 
appetite  remains  good  until  near  the  end,  and  the  digestive  functions  may 
be  but  slightly  aflfected  in  the  earlier  stages  of  the  less  severe  cases.  This 
may  be  accounted  for  by  the  periods  of  apyrexia  or  comparative  apyrexia, 
which  give  the  patient  time  to  recover  from  the  effects  of  the  fever.  In 
other  cases  there  may  be  severe  and  fi'equent  vomitings,  or,  more  rarely, 
persistent  diarrhoea.  The  tongue  is  usually  furred,  but  cleans  in  the  afebrile 
intervals ;  later,  it  becomes  brown  and  dry,  and  the  teeth  and  lips  are 
covered  with  sordes.  The  breath  is  often  said  to  have  a  sweet  smell. 
Excessive  thirst  is  common,  and  the  patient  will  consume  a  lai'ge  amount 
of  fluid. 
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From  the  beginning  the  pulse  is  very  rapid  and  soon  becomes  soft ; 
later,  it  becomes  very  feeble,  running,  irregular  or  uncountable.  The 
first  sound  of  the  heart  is  usually  weakened,  and  may  become  almost 
inaudible.  Various  cardiac  murmurs  may  also  be  heard  ;  they  are  usually 
functional  in  origin,  but  in  these  cases  the  possibility  of  ulcerative 
endocarditis  must  always  be  borne  in  mind.  Examination  of  the  blood 
shows  that  the  white  corpuscles  are  increased  in  number,  relatively  and 
absolutely  ;  and  in  some  cases  pyogenetic  cocci  have  been  seen  in  the  blood, 
or  obtained  from  it  by  cultivation.  The  respirations  are  increased  in 
frequency ;  sometimes  there  is  marked  dyspnoea  and  cyanosis,  but  this 
usually  occurs  only  in  connection  with  some  bronchial  oi'  pulmonary 
affection,  of  which,  however,  it  may  be  almost  the  only  clinical  manifesta- 
tion. The  urine  usually  contains  a  small  amount  of  albumin,  but  acute 
nephritis  is  veiy  rare.  The  amount  passed  is  usually  about  normal,  as 
a  large  amount  of  fluid  is  taken  in  the  diet.  The  urea  and  urates  are 
increased,  and  there  is  a  diminution  in  the  amount  of  inorganic  salts.  If 
blood  and  pus  be  present,  they  point  rather  to  a  renal  abscess.  The 
patient  rapidly  loses  muscular  power,  the  muscles  become  flabby  and 
waste  rapidly,  and  all  movements  are  very  ti'emulous. 

For  a  long  time  the  patient's  mental  faculties  are  retained,  oi'  he  may 
perhaps  be  delirious  during  the  fever,  and  completely  conscious  during 
the  intervals.  Towards  the  end  of  the  disease  low  muttering  delirium 
is  common,  and  the  patient  usually  sinks  into  a  comatose  state.  In  other 
cases  marked  cei'ebral  symptoms  are  present.  Wild,  noisy  delirium  and 
prolonged  periods  of  unconsciousness  are  seen,  and  very  severe  headache 
is  not  uncommon.  These  symptoms  are  usually  the  result  of  the  fever  : 
cerebral  abscess  or  meningitis  cannot  be  I'ecognised  in  the  absence  of 
direct  localising  symptoms. 

The  skin  is  often  slightly  tinged  with  yellow,  but  rarely  much  jaun- 
diced, except  in  some  cases  of  liver  abscess.  Occasionally  an  erythematous 
rash  is  seen  much  resembling  scarlet  fever  in  general  appearance,  but 
differing  from  it  in  its  distribution ;  it  chiefly  occurs  on  the  parts  around 
the  axillae  and  groins,  and  spreading  down  the  limbs,  is  rarely  pronounced 
on  the  chest :  more  rarely  still,  a  pustular  rash  occurs.  In  the  later  stages 
of  the  disease  petechise  ar-e  not  uncommon,  or  extensive  cutaneous  haemor- 
rhages may  occur.  Death  usually  ensues  about  the  end  of  the  first  or 
during  the  second  week  ;  very  few  cases  live  more  than  three  weeks.  The 
patient  may  die  of  exhaustion,  with  all  the  symptoms  of  the  typhoid  state, 
and  coma  usually  precedes  death.  Or  the  patient  may  die  from  the 
direct  efl'ects  of  a  secondary  lesion,  such  as  cei'ebral  abscess  or  meningitis, 
extensive  pulmonary  disease,  heart  afl'ection,  etc.  In  I'are  cases  death  occurs 
suddenly  from  impaction  of  a  large  embolus  in  the  pulmonary  artery. 

The  local  symptoms,  consisting  of  secondary  abscesses  in  various  organs 
and  other  parts  of  the  body,  and  suppuration  of  the  serous  membranes, 
must  now  be  considered.  These  usually  appear  about  the  sixth  to  the 
tenth  day  of  the  disease ;  and,  in  the  ordinaiy  form  of  pyaemia,  the 
emboli  originate  in  the  systemic  veins,  and  consequently  are  most 
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usually  arrested  in  the  lungs.  The  lungs  rarely  escape  secondary  deposits 
in  cases  of  pyaemia  arising  from  disease  of  bones,  such  as  osteomyelitis  or 
periostitis  from  compound  fractures,  amputations,  or  other  wounds  in- 
volving bones ;  and  in  these  cases  the  lungs  only  may  be  affected.  In 
other  cases,  however,  it  is  more  usual  to  find  abscesses  in  other  parts  with 
or  without  abscess  of  the  lung ;  these  arise  either  from  the  emboli  being 
sufficiently  minute  to  enable  them  to  pass  through  the  comparatively  wide 
pulmonary  cajiillaries,  or  fi'om  emboli  formed  in  some  of  the  other  ways 
above  discussed. 

Many  abscesses  may  form  in  the  lungs  and  yet  give  rise  to  no  very 
definite  symptoms.  The  dyspnoea  is  increased  and  there  are  general  signs 
of  bronchitis.  If  an  abscess  form  near  the  surface  of  the  lung,  it  will  set 
up  a  localised  pleurisy ;  then  we  have  the  characteristic  pleuritic  pain, 
cough,  etc.,  and  on  auscultation  the  friction  sound.  Soon  fluid  is  poured 
out  into  the  pleura,  at  first  commonly  serous,  but  later  becoming  purulent ; 
or  the  lung  abscess  may  burst  into  the  pleura.  In  either  case  a  localised 
empyema  is  formed  Avith  or  without  pneumothorax,  and  may  be  recognised 
by  the  usual  signs.  Occasionally  an  abscess  near  the  surface  of  the 
lung  is  sufficiently  large  to  cause  dulness  on  percussion  and  the  other 
signs  of  consolidation. 

Pleurisy  may  also  occur  apart  from  pulmonary  abscess  ;  and  this  has 
been  more  commonly  noted  in  cases  of  pyaemia  arising  in  connection  with 
middle  ear  disease.  The  spleen,  kidneys  and  brain  are  the  other  organs 
most  commonly  attacked  in  this  form  of  the  disease.  In  the  spleen  some 
pain  and  enlargement  accompanied  by  great  tenderness  may  be  detected, 
and  the  abscesses  bursting  into  the  general  peritoneal  cavity  may  cause 
acute  general  peritonitis.  Multiple  abscesses  in  the  kidneys  usuallj'^  give 
rise  to  some  pain  and  tenderness  with  albuminuria ;  occasionally  all 
symptoms  are  absent ;  or  again  there  may  be  acute  nephritis  with  pus 
and  blood  in  the  urine.  The  last  symptoms  are  the  only  trustworthy 
ones  on  which  to  base  a  definite  diagnosis,  and  they  are  but  rarely  seen. 
Abscesses  in  the  brain  and  purulent  meningitis  can  only  be  diagnosed 
definitely  when  some  definite  localising  symptom  is  present ;  general 
symptoms,  such  as  headache,  vomiting,  optic  neuritis,  coma  and  the  rest, 
may  occur  apart  from  particular  cerebral  lesions.  Abscesses  in  the  liver 
also  occur,  especially  it  seems  after  head  injuries.  They  arise  in  con- 
nection with  the  branches  of  the  hepatic  artery,  and  thus  differ  from  those 
of  portal  pyaemia.  The  symptoms  will  be  discussed  later  under  this 
heading. 

The  eyes  may  also  be  affected  in  a  very  important  manner  :  optic 
neiu'itis  may  occur  with  haemorrhages  scattered  in  the  retina ;  the 
arteria  centralis  retinae  may  be  plugged  by  an  embolus  ;  this  causes  sudden 
blindness  of  the  affected  eye,  followed  by  suppuration  of  the  eyeball — 
panophthalmitis.  The  latter  result  will  also  follow  if  an  embolus  lodge 
in  the  ciliary  region  or  iris. 

Suppuration  in  the  joints  is  one  of  the  commonest  lesions  of  pyaemia, 
and  may  occur  in  any  joint.    There  is  usually  intense  pain  at  the  onset, 
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rapidly  followed  by  purulent  effusion,  and  then  the  pain  often  sobsides 
more  or  less  completely.  The  joint  shows  all  the  signs  of  acute  suppura- 
tive arthritis,  but  if  the  aflfection.  be  treated  early  by  free  evacuation  of 
the  pus,  it  is  remarkable  how  little  permanent  damage  may  follow. 

Suppuration  in  the  peritoneal  cavity  also  not  uncommonly  occurs  ; 
and  may  be  primary,  or  secondary  to  an  abscess  of  one  of  the  viscera 
which  may  burst  into  it.  It  is  very  common  in  puerperal  cases,  in  some 
probably  due  to  direct  extension.  It  is  usually  general,  but  may  be  localised 
at  the  outset.  Pain  at  first  is  severe  and  accompanied  by  all  the  symptoms 
of  acute  peritonitis ;  later,  however,  pain  and  tenderness  are  often  both 
absent ;  excessive  tympanites  from  paralysis  of  the  intestines  is  present ; 
and,  the  purulent  effusion  being  distributed  throughout  the  abdomen,  but 
nowhere  in  large  quantity,  dulness  or  fluctuation  may  never  be  obtainable. 
In  this  absence  of  signs  the  aff'ection  is  commonly  overlooked. 

Purulent  effusion  in  the  pericardium  may  also  occur,  sometimes  pre- 
ceded by  signs  of  pericarditis,  friction  sounds,  etc.,  but  often  coming  on 
very  insidiously. 

In  the  cellular  tissue  of  the  body  large  abscesses  may  form  and  burrow 
extensively.  There  is  usually  severe  pain  at  the  outset,  but  afterwards 
this  may  subside ;  the  swelling  is  often  very  diffuse,  and  tenderness  may 
not  be  very  marked.  Transient  patches  of  oedema  and  redness  of  the 
skin  and  subcutaneous  tissues,  subsiding  without  suppuration,  are  also 
described  (Erichsen).  Abscesses  in  the  muscles  are  very  rare.  In  the 
heart  they  are  also  rare.  The  symptoms  are  indefinite,  but  the  cardiac 
action  is  greatly  impaired,  and  death  is  liable  to  occur  from  rupture  of 
the  heart  wall.  In  rare  cases  abscesses  are  seen  in  the  parotid  gland, 
thyroid  gland  and  testicles.    Their  possible  pathology  has  been  discussed. 

Mopbid  Anatomy. — After  what  has  already  been  said  this  may  be 
dealt  with  very  briefly.  The  general  blood  and  tissue  changes  are  exactly 
similar  to  those  already  described  in  septicaemia,  but  are  usually  some- 
what less  marked.  They  are  the  effect  of  the  fever  and  general  blood 
poisoning. 

The  wound  will  be  found  as  already  described ;  and  if  careful  search 
be  made,  a  thrombosed  vein  will  often  be  found  leading  from  it.  Such 
veins  are  filled  with  soft  adherent  clot,  in  some  places  breaking  down,  in 
others  replaced  by  pus,  which  is  always  shut  off  by  clot  from  the  general 
circulation.  Around  the  vein  there  is  a  certain  amount  of  periphlebitis, 
or  even  a  periphlebitic  abscess.  Cases  have  also  been  seen  (six  cases. 
Path.  Soc.  Reports)  in  which  thrombosis  followed  by  embolism  has  occurred 
in  a  vein  remote  from  the  seat  of  infection. 

In  the  lungs  signs  of  bronchitis  and  broncho-pneumonia  are  almost 
constantly  found.  Hsemorrhagic  infarctions  ai'e  rarely  seen,  but  scattered 
throughout  are  abscesses  varying  in  size  from  a  pea  upwards.  In  the 
kidneys  and  spleen  also  the  abscesses  are  commonly  multiple.  In  the 
brain  it  is  not  uncommon  to  find  a  large  area  of  acute  softening,  the 
result  of  an  embolus,  with  only  a  drop  or  so  of  pus  in  its  centre.  Pyogenic 
organisms  of  one  or  more  varieties  can  be  demonstrated  in  large  numbers 
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in  thq  original  site  of  infection,  in  the  emboli  and  thrombosed  veins,  and 
in  the  secondary  abscesses ;  but  rarely  in  the  blood. 

Suppurative  Pylephlebitis  op  Portal  Pyaemia. — This  form  of  pyaemia 
is  extremely  rare.  The  commoner  causes  of  it  are  suppurative  appendi- 
citis, ulceration  of  the  intestine,  especially  dysentery,  malignant  ulcera- 
tion of  stomach  or  intestines,  chronic  gastric  ulcer,  and  ulcerative 
diseases  of  the  rectum.  Suppuration  of  the  gall-bladder,  ulceration  from 
gall-stones,  or  suppurating  hydatid  cysts,  may  also  cause  it.  Cases  of  a 
foreign  body  Avhich  has  been  swalloAved  and  has  penetrated  to  a  branch 
of  the  portal  vein  are  on  record ;  and  we  have  already  mentioned  cases 
in  the  newly-born  following  phlebitis  of  the  umbilical  vein. 

The  result  of  the  suppurative  phlebitis  of  the  portal  system  is  the  pro- 
duction of  pyaemia  similar  in  all  its  general  symptoms  and  pathology  to 
that  already  described,  but  differing  from  it  in  that  the  chief  secondary 
deposits  occur  in  the  liver.  Numerous  abscesses  are  always  seen  through- 
out the  liver,  obviously  arising  in  connection  with  branches  of  the  portal 
vein.  The  liver  is  uniformly  enlarged  —  sometimes  very  large — the 
capsule  may  be  normal  or  covered  with  patches  of  peritonitis,  and  the 
abscesses  may  show  on  the  surface.  The  clotting  may  occur  throughout 
the  portal  vein,  and  even  spread  through  into  the  hepatic  vein.  These 
abscesses  must  be  distinguished  from  those  arising  from  gall-stones  and 
the  like,  where  the  infection  spreads  up  directly  by  means  of  the  -bile 
ducts  ;  from  abscesses  in  ordinary  pyaemia,  which  arise  in  connection  with 
the  hepatic  artery,  and  are  usually  fewer  in  number ;  and  also  from  the 
large  tropical  abscesses.  In  none  of  these  is  portal  thrombosis  j^resent, 
and  the  mode  of  origin  is  usually  obvious. 

Only  the  special  symptoms  due  to  the  implication  of  the  liver  will 
here  be  referred  to.  The  disease  is  always  of  a  severe  type,  and  runs  a 
rapidly  fatal  course.  There  is  intense  pain  in  the  right  hypochondrium, 
and  the  liver  rapidly  enlarges.  It  is  very  tender  on  palpation,  with  an 
ill-defined,  soft  margin.  Signs  of  gastro-intestinal  irritation,  especially 
vomiting,  are  common.  Two  characteristic  symptoms  are  ascites  and 
marked  jaundice,  but  they  are  by  no  means  constant.  Ascites  occurs 
when  a  considerable  extent  of  the  portal  vein  is  blocked,  but  it  may  also 
be  due  to  peritonitis.  Jaundice  occurs  when  a  large  bile  duct  is  pressed 
on  or  involved  in  an  abscess,  but  there  is  always  some  bile  passed  in  the 
faeces. 

The  diagnosis  may  be  completed  by  placing  the  patient  under  an 
anaesthetic,  and  thoroughly  using  a  large  exploring  needle  or  trocar,  but 
even  then  an  abscess  may  be  missed. 

General  peritonitis  may  be  caused  by  rujDture  of  an  abscess  into  the 
peritoneal  cavity.    The  spleen  is  always  much  enlarged. 

So-called  Chronic  Pytemia  or  Multiple  Abscesses. — This  disease,  arising 
under  similar  conditions  to  true  pytemia,  and  leading  to  the  formation  of 
secondary  abscesses,  has  long  been  confounded  with  pyfemia.  It  differs, 
hoM'ever,  essentially  from  true  pyaemia  in  that  embolism  apparently  plays 
no  part  in  it.    Pyogenic  organisms  reach  the  blood-stream  by  a  wound, 
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or  the  like,  and,  owing  to  the  depressed  vitality  of  the  patient,  continue 
to  live  there,  but  produce  only  slight  disturbance.  Then  if  some  spot  be 
weakened  by  the  result  of  a  slight  injuiy,  the  organisms  fix  on  that  spot, 
develop  in  it,  and  produce  an  abscess.  The  injury  producing  the  abscess  is 
usually  slight,  such  as  a  strain,  too  long  or  too  great  pressure  on  a  part, 
and  so  forth.  The  abscesses  are  consequently  few  in  number,  often  only 
one  or  two,  and  are  situated  in  the  subcutaneous  tissues  or  in  the  joints. 
The  disease  may  last  for  months,  the  general  symptoms  not  being  severe  ; 
elevation  of  temperature,  pain,  etc.,  occur  at  the  commencement  of  each 
fresh  abscess,  but  subside  in  the  intervals. 

A  case  is  recorded  in  the  Pathological  Society's  Transactions,  in  which 
a  compound  fi'acture  of  the  lower  jaw  was  followed  by  suppuration  occur- 
ring at  the  site  of  other  fractures  sustained  at  the  same  time.  The 
fracture  of  the  femur  was  noticed  suppurating  nearly  a  month  after  the 
injury,  and  ten  days  later  the  fractures  of  the  humerus  and  rib  were 
afl[ected.  Numerous  experiments  on  animals  have  shown  that  the  simple 
injection  of  small  numbers  of  pyogenic  cocci  into  the  blood-stream  will  be 
followed  by  no  ill  effects,  but  that  if  simultaneously  an  injury  be  inflicted 
on  any  part  of  the  body  a  local  abscess  will  result. 

Diagnosis  of  Pysemia. — Difficulties  mainly  arise  in  cases  where  the 
source  of  infection  is  unusual  or  obscure ;  it  must  also  be  borne  in  mind 
that  a  patient  with  a  suppurating  wound  may  contract  a  fever,  such  as 
typhoid.  In  all  suspected  cases  such  sources  of  infection  as  osteomyelitis, 
chronic  middle  ear  suppuration,  ulcerative  endocarditis,  suppuration  in 
the  nose  or  in  connection  Avith  carious  teeth,  ulceration  of  the  mouth, 
throat,  or  alimentary  tract,  rectal  diseases,  gonorrhoea,  and  so  forth, 
must  be  very  carefully  inc|uired  into. 

Of  the  diseases  more  or  less  resembling  pysemia  typhoid  fever  is  the 
most  important ;  indeed,  pyaemia  has  been  called  wound-typhoid.  In  both 
we  find  a  similar  temperature,  and  in  both  an  enlarged  spleen ;  similar 
abdominal  symptoms  may  also  be  present ;  in  both  the  typhoid  state 
supervenes,  and  there  may  be  an  absence  of  other  definite  symptoms.  To 
distinguish  typhoid  we  must  inquire  into  a  possible  source  of  infection ; 
the  rose-coloured  rash  and  peculiar  stools  are  decisive ;  haemorrhage  from 
the  bowel  is  extremely  suggestive ;  the  abdominal  symptoms  may  be 
prominent,  and  the  fever  is  usually  more  regular.  Moreover,  in  very 
rare  cases  pysemic  infection  may  arise  in  connection  with  the  typhoid 
ulcer.  On  the  other  hand,  py;emia  is  indicated  by  the  discoveiy  of  a 
probable  source  of  infection,  by  the  irregular  course  of  the  temperature,  by 
the  recurrent  rigors  and  profuse  sweating,  by  petechise  in  the  skin,  by 
optic  neuritis  and  retinal  haemorrhages,  and,  lastly  and  conclusively,  by  the 
formation  of  multiple  abscesses. 

Typhus  fever,  now  extremely  rare,  also  closely  simulates'  pyaemia. 
The  abrupt  onset,  high  fever,  and  cerebral  symptoms  are  common  to 
both.  The  diagnosis  between  them  must  rest  on  the  mulberry  rash  of 
typhus,  or  on  the  secondary  abscesses  in  pyaemia.  In  acute  tuberculosis  the 
temperature  may  be  similar,  and  there  may  be  no  decisive  symptoms.  We 
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must  look  foi'  other  signs  of  a  tubercular  disease  and  a  tubercular  history. 
Later,  the  slower  onset  of  the  disease,  its  protracted  course,  signs  of 
tubercle  in  the  choroid,  and  the  absence  of  local  signs  of  abscess,  shoAv 
the  true  nature  of  the  disease. 

Pysemia  may  closely  simulate  malaria  in  the  course  of  the  fever  and 
SAveatings.  The  history  of  exposure  to  malarial  influences,  or  previous 
attacks  of  it,  the  absence  of  local  abscesses,  and  above  all  the  effect  of 
quinine,  will  decide  the  question.  Acute  rheumatism  and  pyiemia  have  in 
common  a  similar  course  of  temperature,  jirofuse  sweats,  inflammation  of 
serous  membranes  and  joints,  and  jDcrhaps  endocarditis.  In  acute  rheuma- 
tism the  sweat  has  a  very  peculiar  sour  odour ;  the  inflammation  of  the 
joints  often  subsides  suddenly  and  attacks  other  joints,  and  there  is  no 
jaundice  or  sign  of  embolism. 

With  regard  to  ulcerative  endocarditis  it  must  be  remembered  that 
the  murmur  varies  much  and  may  be  absent,  and  that  the  disease  is  most 
common  after  pneumonia. 

The  differences  between  the  rash  of  scarlet  fever  and  a  skin  affection 
sometimes  seen  in  pyiemia  have  already  been  pointed  out,  and  these 
diseases  have  few  other  symptoms  in  common. 

The  diagnosis  from  septicaemia  is  not  important,  and  rests  entirely  on 
the  presence  of  secondary  abscesses. 

Pysemia  may  have  to  be  distinguished  from  meningitis  when  head 
symptoms  are  very  prominent,  or  from  uraemia  in  cases  of  acute  nephritis. 

In  the  prognosis  of  pyaemia  the  varieties  of  the  disease  must  be 
separately  noticed.  Cases  of  ulcerative  endocarditis  and  suppurative 
pylephlebitis  are  invarial)ly  fatal. 

In  ordinary  surgical  pyaemia  the  prognosis  is  very  grave  and  recovery 
extremely  rare.  The  majority  of  the  patients  die  in  the  first  week,  and 
very  few  survive  more  than  two  weeks.  The  worst  cases  are  those 
associated  Avith  high  continuous  fever,  extreme  vital  depression,  and  the 
early  formation  of  visceral  abscesses.  In  the  cases  which  recover,  as  a 
rule  only  external  abscesses  have  occurred ;  and  even  then  an  impaired 
constitution,  stiff  joints  and  tendons  usually  remain.  In  cases  of  chronic 
pyaemia,  on  the  other  hand,  recovery  is  not  infrequent,  but  after  months 
of  suffering  and  Avath  the  deformities  above  mentioned. 

Treatment. — -The  preventive  treatment  may  first  be  considered.  This 
is  purely  sui-gical,  and  consists  in  the  thorough  adoption  of  the  antiseptic 
methods  Avherever  possible.  In  other  cases,  every  precaution,  and 
especially  free  drainage,  must  be  adopted  to  keep  the  Avound  as  healthy 
as  possible.  At  the  same  time  the  patient's  general  health  must  be  care- 
fully attended  to,  a  good  supply  of  fresh  air  provided,  and  overcrowding,, 
especially  of  patients  suflFering  from  suppurating  Avounds,  must  be  avoided. 
Even  Avhere  thrombosis  of  a  vein  has  occurred  in  connection  Avith  suppura- 
tion, the  pyaemia  may  be  cut  short  by  freely  opening  uj),  purifying,  and 
draining  the  source  of  infection,  and  at  the  same  time  cutting  off  from 
the  cii'culation  and  cleansing,  or,  m;ich  better,  excising  the  Avhole  of  the 
thrombosed  vein. 
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The  disease  once  established,  nothing  but  symptomatic  treatment  can  be 
attempted.  The  fever,  if  very  high  or  continuous,  may  be  controlled  by 
antipyretics,  or  better  still  by  such  means  as  tepid  sponging.  Quinine  in 
five-grain  doses  two  or  three  times  a  day  may  also  be  tried.  Cardiac 
failure  must  be  mainly  combated  by  stimulants,  of  which  brandy  and 
whisky  are  the  best,  and  these  may  be  given  in  large  quantities.  If 
vomiting  be  present,  champagne  may  be  tried.  Severe  vomiting  may  be 
allayed  with  bismuth  or  small  doses  of  hydrocyanic  acid.  Morphia  is 
required  in  many  cases  to  relieve  pain.  The  patient's  general  health  must 
be  supported  by  abundance  of  such  light  nourishment  as  he  can  digest ; 
and  an  unlimited  quantity  of  fluid,  such  as  barley  water,  "  imperial  drink," 
milk,  and  soda  water  may  be  allowed.  Special  care  must  be  taken  in  the 
nursing  to  avoid  bed-sores.  Secondary  abscesses  must  be  promptly  opened 
and  drained. 

W.  Watson  Cheyne. 


ERYSIPELAS 

Definition. — A  contagious  disease  characterised  by  a  peculiar  spread- 
ing inflammation  of  the  skin,  or  more  rarely  of  a  mucous  membrane, 
due  to  a  specific  micro-organism,  and  associated  with  general  febrile 
symptoms. 

The  contagious  nature  of  the  disease  was  not  recognised  until  about 
1850,  and  apparently  first  in  England.  Later  Velpeau  pointed  out 
this  fact  in  France,  and  showed,  as  Trousseau  had  previously  done, 
the  frequency  of  its  origin  in  connection  with  a  wound  or  abrasion. 
In  Germany,  Wernher  in  1862  adopted  these  views,  and  Volkmann  in 
1869.  This  contagious  nature  has  now  been  conclusively  proved,  and 
that  the  disease  originates  almost  invariably  in  connection  with  slight 
wounds  or  abrasions  is  generally  admitted ;  but  there  is  even  yet  much 
dispute  as  to  the  exact  limits  of  the  name.  The  older  authors  applied  it 
to  a  large  number  of  distinct  skin  aff'ections  (such  as  eczema,  etc.),  and 
also  to  diff"use  phlegmonous  inflammations  of  internal  organs  and  serous 
membranes.  The  skin  affection  known  as  erysipelas  is  now  sharply  dis- 
tinguished, and  the  name  is  not  applied  to  internal  inflammations ;  though 
some  authors,  following  Nunneley  (1841),  still  describe  as  erysipelas 
spreading  diffuse  forms  of  inflammation  affecting  the  subcutaneous 
tissues  with  or  without  associated  skin  affection,  and  even  such  diseases 
as  whitlow. 

It  has  also  been  held  that  erysipelas  can  give  rise  by  contagion  to 
pyaemia,  puerperal  fever,  and  other  septic  diseases,  and  vice  versa.  There 
is,  however,  no  sufficient  evidence  in  favour  of  these  views,  and  the  statistics 
of  a  report  to  the  Pathological  Society  of  London  tend  to  disprove  any 
connection  between  them. 
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It  seems  more  in  accordance  with  the  present  state  of  our  knowledge 
to  regard  inflammation  of  the  subcutaneous  ceUular  tissue  as  a  distinct 
(although  a  closely  allied)  aff"ection  due  to  a  separate  cause  ;  and  when  the 
two  affections  occur  simultaneously  and  run  concurrently,  to  regard  the 
disease  as  due  to  a  mixed  infection.  This  subject  must  be  further  con- 
sidered when  the  specificity  of  the  causative  micro-organism  is  discussed. 
A  distinction  has  also  been  drawn  between  surgical  erysipelas,  or  that 
complicating  Avounds,  and  medical  erysipelas,  which  latter  mainly  attacks 
the  face  and  is  supposed  to  arise  idiopathically.  Usually,  however,  it 
arises  in  connection  with  some  slight  injury  of  surface,  and  there  is  no 
essential  diff"erence  in  the  two  diseases.  Although  typically  a  skin  affection 
and  limited  to  the  cutis  vera,  the  disease  may  attack  mucous  membranes, 
either  spreading  to  them  by  direct  extension  from  the  skin,  or,  originating 
on  a  mucous  membrane  such  as  that  of  the  throat,  it  may  spread  to  the 
skin,  or  possibly  even  remain  limited  to  the  mucous  surfaces. 

Etiology. — The  causes  of  this  affection  may  be  either  general  or  local ; 
some  perhaps  act  both  generally  and  locally.  The  disease  is  widely  spread, 
and  usually  occurs  in  an  endemic  form ;  rarely  distinct  epidemics  of  it 
have  been  noted.  "Women  are  more  liable  to  it  than  men,  and  peojile 
between  the  ages  of  35  and  55  are  chiefly  attacked.  Season  seems  to 
exert  a  decided  influence  on  its  prevalence,  the  disease  being  most  common 
in  spring  and  autumn,  much  less  so  in  summer  and  winter.  February 
and  November  are  the  months  in  which  the  disease  is  more  especially 
prevalent, — months,  that  is,  usually  associated  with  considerable  changes  of 
temperature,  but  on  the  whole  cold  and  damp.  This  may  be  in  part 
accounted  for  by  the  overcrowding  in  unhealthy,  ill-ventilated  rooms,  and 
the  want  of  proper  exercise,  which  commonly  occur  at  such  seasons. 

Erysipelas  formerly  Avas  not  uncommon  in  the  surgical  wards  of 
hospitals,  and  especially  in  those  Avhich  were  ill  ventilated  or  defective  in 
sanitary  arrangements.  In  these  wards,  if  once  introduced,  the  disease 
was  extremely  difficult  to  eradicate,  and  nearly  every  patient  with  a 
wound  Avould  be  attacked,  the  contagion  being  proljably  conveyed  by  the 
hands  of  the  dressers,  etc.  Where  the  hygienic  arrangements  are  good, 
and  efficient  means  are  taken  to  prevent  direct  conveyance  of  the  con- 
tagion by  the  hands  or  instruments,  the  disease  shows  but  little  tendency 
to  spread ;  the  poison  is  never  wdely  diffused  through  the  air.  It  clings 
closely,  however,  to  furniture,  bedding,  clothes  and  the  like,  and  may  be 
conveyed  by  a  third  person.  The  disease  is  not  uncommon  in  patients 
debilitated  by  recent  acute  diseases  such  as  typhoid  fever ;  and  in  general 
it  is  more  common  among  the  poor  and  weakly,  whether  from  imjoroper 
food,  bad  hygiene,  or  the  exhaustive  effects  of  chronic  disease,  especially 
jjerhaps  of  albuminuria  and  dial^etes. 

Certain  persons  show  a  marked  disposition  to  the  disease,  and  suffer 
from  many  attacks  of  it  throughout  their  lives  :  the  attacks  sometimes 
show  a  kind  of  regularity,  returning  every  spring  or  sometimes  even  more 
often,  and  this  disposition  has  been  said  to  be  hereditary.  It  may  be  in 
part  a  general  disposition,  but  many  cases  may  possibly  be  explained  by 
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the  constant  presence  of  a  chronic  disease  producing  a  weak  spot  or  slight 
abrasion  from  Avhich  the  disease  originates ;  in  favour  of  this  view  it  is 
found  that  the  same  spot  is  attacked  time  after  time.  Thus  such  persons 
may  be  found  to  suffer  from  an  irritating  dischai'ge  from  the  nose  or  ears 
which  excoriates  the  surrounding  skin.  It  is  probable  that  one  attack 
confers  immunity  for  a  very  short  time ;  it  has  been  found  impossible  to 
inoculate  successfully  a  patient  who  had  had  an  attack  five  weeks  pre- 
viously ;  a  second  attack,  however,  may  occur  after  three  or  four  months. 

The  most  important  predisposing  condition  is  a  wound,  which  may  be 
of  any  size  ;  the  smallest  abrasion,  by  removing  the  epidermis,  seems  suffi- 
cient to  allow  the  organisms  to  gain  a  foothold.  This  advantage  may 
be  given  not  only  by  trauma,  but  by  irritating  discharges  from  ozajna, 
otorrhoea,  or  even  a  common  cold ;  or  by  chronic  eczema,  lupus,  and  the 
like.  It  has  frequently  been  asserted  that  a  small  wound,  such  as  one  of 
these,  is  invariably  the  starting-point  of  the  disease,  and  that,  as  Volk- 
mann  says,  erysipelas  is  a  true  traumatic  infective  disease.  This  view 
is  most  probably  correct,  for  if  very  careful  search  be  made,  some  wound 
or  abrasion  will  be  found  in  the  large  majority  of  cases ;  for  the  others 
it  must  be  remembered  that  the  wound  may  have  healed  during  the 
incubation  period  of  the  disease,  and  that  if  the  disease  be  not  seen  at  its 
commencement,  the  swelling,  etc.,  that  occurs  will  soon  mask  it.  The 
fact  that  the  disease  on  the  face  generally  starts  at  the  margins  of  skin 
and  mucous  membranes,  or  near  the  external  auditory  meatus,  where 
excoriations  are  so  common  and  so  easily  overlooked,  lends  much  support 
to  this  view.  In  searching  for  wounds  it  may  be  remembered  also,  as 
Fehleisen  has  shown,  that  the  disease  may  first  appear  at  some  little 
distance  (3  cm.)  from  the  point  of  inoculation. 

The  immediate  cause  has  been  most  conclusively  shown  by  Fehleisen 
to  be  a  streptococcus  very  closely  allied  to,  if  not  identical  with  the 
streptococcus  injogems.  Micrococci  of  various  kinds  had  been  previously 
recognised  in  the  blood  and  lymphatic  vessels  of  the  skin  of  the  affected 
part,  chiefly  at  and  just  beyond  the  spreading  margin  of  the  disease,  by 
such  observers  as  Lukomsky,  von  Recklinghausen,  Koch  and  Billroth. 
They  also  described  the  cocci  as  occurring  in  the  subcutaneous  tissues  and 
in  the  internal  organs ;  indeed,  there  is  a  great  probability  that  most  of 
their  observations  were  made  on  cases  of  erysipelas  complicated  with 
cellulitis  or  pyaemia.  Fehleisen  was  the  first  to  describe  accurately  and 
to  isolate  a  specific  streptococcus,  to  cultivate  it  in  pure  cultivations 
outside  the  body,  and  to  demonstrate  its  direct  causal  relationship  with 
the  disease. 

On  examining  sections  of  skin  taken  through  the  margin  of  the  spread- 
ing redness,  he  observed  numerous  micrococci  growing  in  chains  in  the 
lymphatic  vessels  and  spaces  of  the  corium,  not  in  the  blood-vessels  as 
other  observers  had  stated ;  these  he  found  to  be  most  numerous  at  and 
just  beyond  the  spreading  margin  of  the  disease,  but  in  parts  where  the 
redness  is  passing  or  has  passed  off",  the  lymphatic  vessels  and  spaces 
become  infiltrated  with  leucocytes  and  the  cocci  rapidly  die  out.    A  few 
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cocci  were  also  seen  in  the  neighbouring  subcutaneous  tissues ;  the 
appearances  were  the  same  in  all  of  thirteen  cases  examined.  Pure 
cultivations  were  obtained  on  various  nutrient  media, — blood  serum,  jellies, 
and  on  potatoes.  Fehleisen  asserts  that  their  growth  in  these  media  is 
characteristic,  but  most  observers  have  failed  to  detect  any  difference 
between  this  growth  and  that  of  streptococcus  pyogenes. 

Experiments  were  made  by  inoculating  the  ears  of  rabbits  with  pui'e 
cultivations.  A  definite  disease  followed,  characterised,  as  in  man,  by  a 
sharp  spreading  margin  of  redness  without  supijuration.  On  making 
sections  of  the  spreading  margin  the  cocci  were  found  in  the  lymphatic 
vessels  and  spaces  presenting  the  same  appearances  as  in  man.  Other 
organisms  may,  however,  produce  similar  results  in  rabbits.  But,  further, 
Fehleisen,  by  inoculating  persons  the  subjects  of  incurable  tumour  with 
pure  cultivations  of  the  cocci,  has  absolutely  proved  that  these  organisms 
are  the  cause  of  erysipelas  in  man.  Of  seven  individuals  so  inoculated, 
six  presented  the  disease  in  every  way  typical ;  the  seventh  case  failed 
even  after  repeated  inoculation,  but  he  had  suffered  two  or  three  months 
previously  from  an  attack  of  erysipelas,  and  was  probably  immune.  It 
was  shown  in  some  of  the  other  six  cases  that  immunity  was  conferred 
for  at  least  a  short  time,  as  repeated  inoculations  failed  to  reproduce  the 
disease.  The  method  he  emploj^ed  was  to  make  superficial  scarifications 
over  the  part,  and  then  to  rub  in  the  pure  culture.  The  incubation 
period  in  these  cases  varied  from  fifteen  to  sixty-one  hours,  and  it  is  also 
noted  that  the  disease  did  not  always  start  exactly  at  the  punctures,  a 
fact  which  has  also  been  noted  in  cases  occurring  spontaneously. 

It  had  long  been  noted  that  various  malignant  diseases — especially 
sarcoma  and  such  chronic  skin  diseases  as  lupus  and  chronic  eczema — 
were  markedly  improved  or  even  cured  by  an  attack  of  erysipelas ;  and 
many  observers  had  endeavoured  with  more  or  less  success  to  set  up  in 
such  cases  a  curative  erysipelas.  It  was  for  this  reason  that  Fehleisen's 
experiments,  which  at  first  sight  might  appear  unjustifiable,  were  undei"- 
taken  ;  considerable  benefit  occurred  in  most  of  the  cases,  although  prob- 
ably none  were  cured.  This  treatment,  almost  abandoned  because  of 
its  danger,  has  lately  been  revived  in  an  improved  form  for  the  cure  of 
some  forms  of  malignant  disease,  the  toxins  of  erysipelas  obtained  by 
sterilising  a  pure  cultivation  of  the  cocci  being  employed  as  a  hypodermic 
injection. 

An  important  question  has  been  raised  by  a  number  of  observers,  who 
have  asserted,  and  many  still  assert,  that  the  streptococcus  of  erysipelas  is 
identical  with  the  streptococcus  pyogenes,  and  that  the  different  results 
depend  on  differences  in  other  conditions,  such  as  variation  in  the  viru- 
lence, dose,  seat  of  inoculation,  susceptibility  of  the  host,  and  so  forth. 
Fehleisen  asserted  that  in  cultivations  under  similar  conditions  there  were 
marked  diffei'ences  in  the  modes  of  gi-owth  of  the  two  forms,  and  also 
that  the  inoculations  in  rabbits  gave  rise  to  similar  but  distinctive  pro- 
cesses. Other  observers,  however,  have  totally  failed  to  confirm  these 
results.     There  is  no  doubt  that  the  two  organisms  are  very  closely 
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allied  species,  but  that  they  are  absolutely  identical  seems  difficult  to 
reconcile  with  clinical  experience  in  man.  On  the  one  hand,  there  is  no 
sufficient  evidence  to  show  that  the  erysipelas  cocci  can  cause  suppuration 
in  man — this  result  has  never  followed  experimental  inoculation  with 
pure  cultivations — and,  on  the  other^  hand,  inoculation  into  the  skin  of 
streptococcus  pyogenes  has  produced  suppuration,  but  not  erysipelas.  Thus, 
in  opening  abscesses  which  not  infrequently  contain  streptococci,  the  skin 
is  necessarily  inoculated ;  and  in  one  definite  case  (Rosenbach)  a  dense 
inflammatory  induration  appeared  round  the  incision,  but  erysipelas  has 
never  been  shown  to  result  in  such  cases.  The  balance  of  evidence, 
therefore,  seems  to  be  in  favour  of  the  specific  nature  of  the  erysipelas 
coccus,  but  the  point  is  still  under  discussion. 

Some  further  experiments  illustrating  the  mode  in  which  the  disease 
is  spread  may  be  alluded  to.  It  has  been  found  extremely  difficult 
to  transmit  the  disease  directly  from  patient  to  patient,  and  pre- 
pared plates  exposed  to  the  air  of  wards  containing  cases  of  erysipelas 
have  very  rarely  yielded  cultures  of  the  organism.  They  have  been  most 
successful  when  the  patients  Avere  freely  desquamating,  when  the  scales 
thrown  off"  have  been  shown  by  cultivation  to  contain  living  organisms. 
Thus  it  is  probable  that  these  scales  are  the  most  usual  means  of  carry- 
ing the  disease. 

Pathology. — The  minute  anatomy  of  the  local  lesion  has  already  been 
described,  and  as  it  will  be  further  discussed  under  the  symptomatology, 
but  little  need  be  said  in  this  place.  The  redness  of  the  skin  disappears 
after  death,  but  some  of  the  swelling  remains ;  blebs  and  effusion  into  the 
lax  subcutaneous  tissue  are  also  seen.  These  blebs  usually  contain  serum 
more  or  less  turbid ;  they  rarely  contain  organisms.  The  loose  tissues  of 
the  eyelids,  larynx,  etc.,  may  also  be  seen  distended  with  serum,  and  the 
tension  of  the  effusion  may  have  been  so  great  as  to  cause  gangrene  of 
these  parts. 

In  patients  dying  of  erysipelas,  besides  those  dying  of  laryngeal 
stenosis,  the  characteristic  appearances  of  the  more  fatal  complications 
will  also  usually  be  found.  Thus  in  many  cases  diffuse  cellulitis  will  be 
seen,  and  often  a  resulting  pi/cemia.  Disease  of  the  kidneys  must  also  be 
looked  for.  In  such  cases  organisms  are  commonly  found  in  the  internal 
organs,  but  this  is  probably  not  so  in  simple  cases  of  erysipelas.  Pneu- 
monia or  hronchitis  may  also  be  found,  more  rarely  meningitis ;  the  latter 
has  been  said  to  arise  from  the  inflammation  passing  directly  inwards  from 
the  scalp  to  the  meninges,  or  from  the  face  along  the  trunks  of  the  fifth 
nerve,  but  it  is  more  probably  a  pysemic  symptom.  If  a  person  die  of 
simple  uncomplicated  erysipelas,  the  internal  organs  simply  show  the 
usual  signs  of  a  septic  disease  or  those  common  to  the  typhoid  state, 
namely,  swollen  congested  spleen,  enlarged  liver,  and  kidneys  with  cloudy 
degeneration  of  the  glandular  epithelium,  etc. 

Symptoms.— The  incubation  period  of  erysipelas  has  been  variously 
estimated  at  from  three  to  seven  days.  We  have  already  seen  that  it  is 
fifteen  to  sixty-one  hours  when  the  disease  is  experimentally  produced. 
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The  general  symptoms  commence  somewhat  alirujitly,  simultaneously 
with,  or  just  before  or  after  the  appearance  of  the  local  lesion.  The 
temperature  rises  rapidly  ;  there  is  often  a  more  or  less  severe  rigor,  the 
patient  feels  ill,  is  languid,  and  often  has  intense  headache,  anorexia  or 
even  vomiting.  The  fever  and  constitutional  disturbance  are  usually  in 
direct  proportion  to  the  extent  of  the  local  lesion.  Herpes  labialis  is  not 
uncommonly  seen,  and,  apart  from  cases  of  erysipelas  of  the  fauces,  there 
is  soreness  of  the  throat  accompanied  by  general  congestion.  The  fever, 
with  varying  remissions,  usually  remains  high  while  the  skin  affection  is 
spreading,  and  often  terminates  suddenly  with  the  cessation  of  the  spread. 
The  skin  is  hot  and  dry,  but  sweating  occurs  during  the  remissions  of  the 
temperature.  Other  febrile  symptoms,  such  as  rapid  pulse,  frequent 
respirations,  febrile  condition  of  urine,  ai'e  also  present,  usually  in  direct 
proportion  to  the  degree  of  the  fever.  In  some  cases  after  apparent 
cessation  of  the  symptoms  a  recrudescence  of  the  disease  takes  place,  a  fresh 
rise  of  temperature,  etc.,  accompanying  a  fresh  local  outbreak.  In  the 
chronic  cases  of  wandering  erysipelas  the  temperature  takes  a  very  irregular 
course ;  it  may  become  normal  while  the  disease  is  still  spreading,  but 
usually  a  fresh  spread  is  accompanied  by  marked  but  brief  constitutional 
disturbances. 

In  the  milder  uncomplicated  cases  the  general  disturbance  may  be  and 
usually  is  very  slight ;  in  other  cases,  more  especially  in  debilitated  con- 
stitutions, the  gravest  symptoms  may  supervene.  The  severity  of  the 
fever  and  its  duration  may  bring  on  the  typhoid  state,  and  the  patient 
sink  of  exhaustion.  In  other  cases  severe  g astro-intestinal  disturbances 
may  be  present — complete  anorexia,  obstinate  vomiting  accompanied 
by  constipation  or  profuse  diarrhoea — and  these  symptoms  persist  and 
exhaust  the  patient.  Of  albuminuria  I  shall  speak  later.  In  other 
cases,  again,  and  especially  in  drunkards,  nervous  symptoms,  such  as  intense 
headache  and  great  restlessness  accorripanied  by  violent  delirium,  may  be 
very  prominent  from  the  commencement.  The  delirium  may  pass  into 
the  low  muttering  type  as  the  patient  sinks  into  stupor,  coma  and  death. 
In  most  of  the  severer  cases  the  spleen  may  be  made  out  somewhat 
enlarged,  and  the  skin  is  more  or  less  jaundiced. 

Locally,  the  disease  as  it  attacks  the  face  and  head  will  be  alone  de- 
scribed. A  sharph'-defined  patch  of  redness  appears  on  the  cheeks — or 
more  usually  at  the  junction  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  nose  and 
skin — at  the  margins  of  the  lips,  near  the  external  auditory  meatus,  or 
near  the  margin  of  the  hairy  scalp.  The  affected  portion  of  skin 
becomes  red,  hot,  swollen  and  shiny,  and  is  accompanied  by  a  feeling  of 
tension  or  burning  pain ;  the  patch  spreads  by  direct  continuity  to  sui'- 
rounding  parts.  Extension  usually  occurs  unequally  in  different  direc- 
tions, and  the  disease  is  very  apt  to  be  arrested  by  a  fold  in  the  skin  or 
at  the  margin  of  the  scalp.  Where  it  is  spreading  there  is  always  a 
sharply-defined,  raised  red  line,  separating  the  healthy  from  the  affected 
tissues,  Avhich  may  l)e  both  seen  and  felt.  Behind  this  line  the  redness  and 
swelling  gradually  shade  off  until  the  parts  become  normal  again.  The 


ER  YSIPELAS 


619 


disease  lasts  in  a  particular  spot  about  four  or  five  days,  so  that  it  may 
still  be  spreading  in  another  place  while  the  part  first  attacked  has  become 
normal.  Where  the  disease  spreads  over  loose  tissues  much  serous 
effusion  oozes  into  them ;  thus  the  eyelids  become  enormously  swollen, 
and  the  eyes  are  closed,  the  ears  are  greatly  thickened,  the  wrinkles  of 
the  face  obliterated,  and  the  features  quite  unrecognisable.  Bleljs  more 
or  less  large  may  also  appear  on  the  skin  in  the  severer  cases  and  add  to 
the  deformity.  They  contain  serum,  often  turbid,  or  a  sticky  gelatinous 
fluid,  and  soon  burst  and  dry  up,  leaving  adherent  crusts.  Very  rarely 
local  gangrene  may  occur  from  the  intense  virulence  of  the  inflammation 
and  the  tension  of  the  effusion  in  such  tissues  as  the  eyelids,  ears,  etc. 
In  such  cases  the  eye  may  be  destroyed.  The  glands  in  the  neck  are 
always  enlarged  and  tender. 

Definite  abscesses  occiuring  in  the  skin  or  subcutaneous  cellular  tissue 
are  most  probably  the  result  of  a  mixed  infection,  and  this  is  not  un- 
likely to  be  the  case  when  they  occur,  as  is  not  very  uncommon,  in  the 
eyelids. 

When  the  disease  spreads  to  the  scalp  there  is  usually  increased  head- 
ache accompanied  by  much  local  tenderness  and  oedema,  but  without 
redness.  The  disease  may  spread  from  the  face  to  the  neck  and  body. 
In  some  cases  it  assumes  a  chronic  form,  spreading  from  place  to  place 
until  nearly  the  whole  body  has  been  attacked,  and  one  part  may  even 
be  affected  twice.  These  cases  are  more  common  in  children ;  the  consti- 
tutional disturbance  varies,  but,  as  a  rule,  is  mild,  and  recovery  may  take 
place  after  many  weeks  ;  in  infants,  however,  recovery  may  be  incomplete, 
and  death  occur  later  from  marasmus.  In  these  cases  also  the  spreading 
margin  of  the  disease  is  no  longer  distinct,  but  diffuse  patches  appear, 
often  not  in  continuity. 

Where  the  disease  spreads  over  a  joint,  effusion  takes  place  into  its 
cavity.  This  is  serous,  perhaps  turbid,  but  probably  in  simple  erysipelas 
never  purulent.  Wherever  the  skin  has  been  attacked  considerable 
desquamation  follows,  and  this,  as  has  already  been  shown,  is  the  chief 
means  of  dissemination  of  the  disease. 

I  have  already  said  that  the  various  mucous  memhranes  may  also  be 
attacked  by  erysipelas  ;  the  frequency  with  which  this  occurs  varies  in 
different  epidemics.  The  disease  may  begin  on  the  skin  and  spread  by 
direct  continuity  to  the  mucous  memljranes  of  the  nose,  mouth,  etc.,  or 
conversely ;  or,  beginning  at  the  junction  of  skin  and  mucous  membrane, 
may  extend  simultaneously  in  both  directions.  There  is  also  good  reason 
to  believe  that  some  of  the  cases  described  as  acute  oedematous  laryngitis 
and  pharyngitis  are  really  examples  of  erysipelas  limited  to  that  region. 
The  disease  always  spreads  from  the  throat  to  the  skin,  or  vice  versa,  by 
direct  continuity  ;  and  cases  have  been  described  which  illustrate  the  four 
paths  by  which  this  extension  may  take  place.  In  order  of  frequency 
they  may  be  enumerated  as  follows :  ( 1 )  from  the  lips  by  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  mouth,  tongue,  etc.;  (2)  by  means  of  the  nostrils,  nasal 
mucous  membrane,  etc.;   (3)  by  the   Eustachian  tube  and  auditory 
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canal ;  (4)  from  the  eyes  by  the  lachrymal  canal  to  the  nose,  etc.  The 
mouth,  ear,  nose,  tongue,  palate,  pharynx,  larynx  and  trachea  may  all 
be  affected.  Cornil  records  eighteen  cases  in  which  the  throat  was 
attacked ;  in  nine  of  these  the  affection  spread  inwards  from  the  skin, 
in  seven  it  originated  in  the  throat.  In  the  former  case  the  throat  was 
generally  attacked  on  the  third  to  the  fifth  day  of  the  disease.  In  all 
these  cases  the  general  symptoms  are  much  more  severe,  and  gastro- 
intestinal disturbances  are  common.  The  throat  is  extremely  painful, 
preventing  sleep,  and  causing  great  pain  and  difficulty  in  swallowing. 
When  the  larynx  is  attacked  there  is  the  further  danger  of  suffocation 
from  laryngeal  stenosis  ;  or  the  disease  may  spread  down  the  trachea,  and 
bi'oncho-pneumonia  may  be  set  up. 

The  local  appearances  on  the  palate  and  fauces  are  most  characteristic. 
The  whole  part  is  uniformly  dark,  shiny,  red,  and  feels  dry  and  burning 
hot.  Much  oedematous  swelling  also  occurs,  especially  affecting  the 
uvula ;  the  tonsils  share  in  the  process,  but  are  not  nearly  so  enlarged  as 
in  quinsies,  and  sometimes  the  sharp  spreading  margin  of  the  disease  may 
be  distinctly  seen.  Bullfe,  small  or  large,  are  frequently  seen ;  at  first  they 
are  well  formed  and  contain  turbid  serum,  but  in  a  few  hours  they  burst, 
leaving  yellowish  white,  membranous-looking  patches  which  persist  some 
days.  After  the  disease  has  subsided,  dilated  veins  are  observed  on  the 
part. 

When  the  nose  is  attacked  the  swelling  of  the  mucous  membrane 
entirely  occludes  it.  In  the  mouth  erysipelas  gives  rise  to  marked 
purplish  red  swelling  and  profuse  ptyalism.  In  all  these  cases  the  glands 
at  the  angles  of  the  jaw  are  markedly  swollen  and  tender,  causing  great 
pain  and  difficulty  in  mastication. 

When  the  larynx  is  attacked  there  is  deep  red  congestion  and  swelling 
of  the  whole  mucous  membrane,  and  great  oedema,  especially  affecting  the 
epiglottis,  aryepiglottic  folds,  and  arytenoids.  This  oedema  always  comes 
on  very  suddenly,  and  may  rapidly  destroy  the  patient's  life  unless 
urgent  means  of  treatment  be  adopted.  In  rare  cases  the  inflammation 
goes  on  to  gangrene :  this  usually  attacks  the  oedematous  parts,  or 
arises  in  the  membranous  patches  above  described.  All  the  symptoms 
are  then  aggravated,  there  is  intense  prostration,  the  breath  is  extremely 
foetid,  and  septic  forms  of  bronchitis  and  pneumonia  may  set  in. 

Two  other  forms  of  the  disease  may  be  briefly  mentioned.  In  infants 
the  disease  may  start  in  connection  with  the  navel,  and,  though  commonly 
fatal  from  the  feeble  resisting  power  of  the  patient,  it  presents  no  other 
peculiarity.  Also  in  infants  or  young  children  the  disease  is  not  un- 
commonly seen  to  start  from  the  vulva.  Intense  swelling  and  oedema  of 
these  parts  occurs,  with  pain  and  great  difficulty  in  micturition ;  not 
very  uncommonly  it  results  in  gangrene. 

Complications  and  Sequelae. — The  most  serious  local  complication  of 
erysipelas  is  diffuse  cellulitis ;  this  it  is  which  gives  rise  to  local  suppura- 
tion, to  pleurisy,  pericarditis,  meningitis,  and  the  other  pyjemic  symptoms 
usually  described  as  complications  of  erysipelas.    Apart  from  septic 
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infection,  pneumonia  and  bronchitis  are  occasionally  seen,  especially  if 
the  throat  be  affected. 

Albuminuria  is  very  commonly  present  as  a  symptom  of  erysipelas, 
and  acute  nephritis  is  not  very  rare.  In  drunkaids  delirium  tremens 
may  arise.  Still  more  rarely,  by  implication  of  the  conjunctiva,  the  nutri- 
tion of  the  cornea  may  suffer,  leading  to  sloughing  and  destruction  of  the 
eye ;  if  the  disease  spread  along  the  ear  and  Eustachian  tube,  acute 
suppuration  of  the  middle  ear  with  all  its  evils  necessarily  ensues. 

Among  sequelae  may  be  noted  increased  lial)ility  to  the  disease  after  a 
brief  period  of  immunity  ;  and  repeated  attacks  not  uncommonly  leave  a 
greatly  thickened,  unsightly  condition  of  the  skin.  When  the  scalp  is 
attacked  there  is  usually  a  falling  off  of  the  hair,  which,  however,  soon 
grows  again,  unless  the  attacks  be  repeated.  Chronic  skin  diseases — 
eczema,  lupus,  etc. — are  often  much  reduced  or  even  cured  by  an  attack 
of  erysipelas ;  in  many  cases  after  single  attacks  it  has  been  noticed  that 
the  skin  is  finer  and  softer,  and  the  complexion  much  improved. 

The  diagnosis  of  erysipelas  of  the  skin  is  usually  quite  easy ;  the 
abrupt  raised  margin  of  redness,  spreading  by  direct  extension,  and 
accompanied  by  constitutional  disturbance,  is  characteristic. 

Diffuse  cellulitis  is  accompanied  by  more  brawny  swelling,  and  the 
superjacent  redness  of  the  skin  is  more  diffuse.  The  redness  accompany- 
ing lymphangitis  is  also  more  diffused,  and,  at  least  in  parts,  the  thin  red 
lines  of  the  larger  inflamed  vessels  may  be  made  out. 

Erythema  of  the  skin  occurs  in  bright  red  diffuse  patches,  and  spreads 
by  the  formation  of  fresh  distinct  patches.  It  chiefly  resembles  the 
migratory  form  of  erysipelas,  but  is  not  accompanied  by  pain  or  any 
constitutional  disturbance. 

Acute  eczema  spreads  by  the  formation  of  tiny,  pin-point  lesions, 
usually  minute  vesicles  ;  it  has  a  weeping  surface,  and  never  anywhere  a 
distinct  raised  margin.  Other  skin  affections — such  as  herpes,  pemphigus 
and  urticaria — need  scarcely  be  mentioned. 

In  the  throat,  also,  erysipelas  presents  characteristic  points  apart  from 
its  general  association  with  skin  affection.  The  pharynx  is  more  acutely 
painful,  the  constitutional  disturbance  greater,  the  local  signs  of  swelling 
and  oedema  more  marked,  and  the  parts  of  a  deeper  red  than  in  simple 
acute  pharyngitis.  The  tonsils  are  not  nearly  so  large  or  inflamed  as  in 
quinsy.  Herpes  of  the  palate  is  not  associated  with  so  much  general 
congestion  or  swelling,  and  the  constitutional  disturbance  is  slight. 
When  the  larynx  is  attacked,  reliance  must  chiefly  be  placed  on  the 
accompanying  severe  bodily  prostration  to  distinguish  it  from  other  forms 
of  acute  oedema.  Scarlet  fever  may  simulate  both  the  throat  and  the  skin 
affection  ;  but  the  scarlet  rash  never  appears  first  on  the  face,  and  is  more 
diffuse  and  punctiform  on  both  the  skin  and  the  throat.  The  pultaceous 
throat  sometimes  met  with  in  scarlet  fever  may,  however,  be  indistin- 
guishable from  that  following  the  formation  of  vesicles  in  erysipelas ;  the 
diagnosis  must  then  be  made  by  the  concomitant  symptoms. 

The  prognosis  of  erysipelas,  as  it  occurs  in  healthy  adults,  is  very 
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favourable  ;  but  some  epidemics  are  much  more  severe  than  others.  Mild 
cases  last  two  or  three  days ;  the  severer  ones  five  to  ten  days :  the 
migi-ating  form  may  last  for  weeks,  and  in  any  case  after  apparent  cessation 
relapses  may  occur. 

Erysipelas  attacking  surgical  or  jjuerperal  patients  is  apparently  much 
more  fatal  than  the  kind  above  described ;  but  the  mortality  formerly 
occurring  in  such  cases  was  probably  due  in  part  to  the  lowering  treat- 
ment (bleeding,  and  so  forth)  too  often  adopted  in  patients  already 
depressed ;  and  in  part  to  other  complications  of  the  wound.  The 
disease  is  more  fatal  in  the  aged ;  and  in  infants  it  tends  to  assume  the 
spreading  form  which  not  unfrequently  leads  to  mai'asmus  and  death. 

In  patients  suffering  from  chronic  renal  disease  the  prognosis  is 
extremely  bad ;  it  is  also  grave  in  the  subjects  of  chronic  alcoholism  or 
of  any  wasting  disease  such  as  diabetes,  phthisis,  malignant  disease, 
chronic  suppuration,  and  the  like. 

Cases  in  which  the  throat  is  attacked  are  more  dangerous  than  those 
in  which  the  skin  is  affected  alone ;  and  those  cases  in  which  the  disease 
spreads  inwards  from  the  skin  are  said  to  be  much  more  dangerous  than 
those  in  which  the  extension  takes  place  in  the  opposite  direction. 
When  the  larynx  is  involved  the  case  becomes  extremely  grave,  apart 
from  the  special  danger  of  suffocation.  Gangrene  of  the  throat  is  almost 
necessarily  fatal. 

In  most  cases  the  severity  of  the  general  disturbance,  the  pulse,  tem- 
perature, gasti'ic  and  mental  symptoms  Avill  give  trustworthy  data  on 
which  to  base  a  prognosis. 

Treatment.  —  The  disease  being  contagious,  the  patient  must  be 
isolated  as  soon  as  possible ;  especially  must  he  be  kept  away  from  all 
communication  with  patients  suffering  from  wounds,  and  from  puerperal 
cases.  The  attendants  on  the  sick  must  also  be  very  careful  of  any  cuts, 
cracks  or  abrasions  on  their  hands,  and  these  attendants  must  not  at  the 
same  time  look  after  other  patients,  especially  not  those  suffering  from 
wounds.  If  these  precautions  be  rigidly  carried  out,  and  other  cases 
treated  aseptically,  there  is  little  harm  in  the  patient  remaining  in  the 
same  ward  with  them.  On  recovery,  the  patient's  bed,  clothes,  and  other 
articles  must  be  thoroughly  purified,  and  the  walls  and  fiu-niture  around 
well  washed.  During  convalescence,  when  desquamation  is  in  jiro- 
gress,  increased  care  must  be  taken ;  if  the  patient's  skin  be  affected  it 
should  be  well  greased  with  vaseline  or  olive  oil,  or,  if  the  area  be  small, 
with  carbolic  oil  (1-40),  and  the  part  sponged  with  a  weak  solution  of  per- 
manganate of  potash  many  times  a  day  until  the  process  has  come  to  an 
end. 

In  the  ordinary  milder  cases  seen  in  adults  no  active  medicinal  treat- 
ment is  required.  A  light,  nutritious  diet,  with  possibly  a  little  stimulant, 
is  prescribed ;  the  action  of  the  bowels  should  be  attended  to  in  conjunc- 
tion with  some  of  the  local  means  of  treatment  about  to  be  descril^ed,  and 
the  disease  Avill  get  well  of  itself. 

In  severer  cases  more  active  treatment  is  required,  and,  the  disease 
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being  essentially  adynamic,  no  lowering  methods  must  be  adopted.  The 
diet  must  be  chiefly  fluid,  milk,  -eggs  and  the  like,  with  a  liberal  allow- 
ance of  stimulants.  If  vomiting  be  present  it  may  be  met  by  eff"ervescing 
mixtures  or  bismuth,  and  the  regular  action  of  the  bowels  must  be  ensured. 
The  worst  cases  require  a  very  large  amount  of  stimulants  ;  and  carbonate 
of  ammonia  and  strychnine  may  be  prescribed  in  addition.  Should  the 
temperature  remain  persistently  high,  or  hyperpyrexia  be  present,  the 
effect  of  large  doses  of  quinine  may  be  tried  ;  but  as  a  rule  tepid  sponging 
or  the  cold  bath  will  prove  a  more  efiicient  method  of  treatment.  Other 
antipyretics  are  less  to  be  trusted,  and  have  too  great  a  tendency  to  depress 
the  patient.  For  great  restlessness,  want  of  sleep  or  delirium,  spong- 
ing may  be  employed,  or  an  ice-bag  applied  to  the  head.  If  these  fail, 
morphia  is  probably  the  best  drug  to  use,  or  bromides  with  chloral  may 
be  given. 

In  addition  to  the  above  symptomatic  treatment  two  drugs  may  be 
mentioned  which  at  diff"erent  times  have  been  considered  to  act  almost 
as  specifics.  Of  these  the  better  known  is  perchloride  of  iron,  which  is 
given  in  very  large  doses  (ITL  40-60  of  the  tincture)  every  four  hours. 
This  drug  is  certainly  well  tolerated  in  these  cases,  and  by  maintaining 
the  patient's  strength  probably  does  good  in  many.  The  other  drug  is 
camphor,  recommended  by  Striimpel,  but  it  is  of  more  doubtful  value. 
Camphor  is  given  in  three-grain  doses  every  two  or  three  hours,  and  at 
the  same  time  the  patient  is  encouraged  to  drink  large  quantities  of  hot 
tea,  so  that  he  soon  perspires  freely.  Quinine  was  also  at  one  time  con- 
sidered a  specific. 

Numerous  methods  of  local  treatment  have  been  recommended  at 
various  times,  the  very  number  showing  their  general  inefficiency.  It  is 
probable  that  the  simplest  are  the  best ;  such  are  dusting  the  affected 
part  with  powdered  boracic  acid,  zinc  oxide,  or  a  mixture  of  these  with 
starch,  and  covering  the  part  with  a  thin  layer  of  cotton  wool.  This  in 
part  relieves  the  painful  local  sensations,  is  cleanly,  and  does  no  harm. 
For  the  face,  it  is  a  good  plan  to  cut  a  mask  of  lint  with  holes  for  the 
mouth,  nose,  and  eyes,  and  to  keep  this  moist  with  evaporating  lead 
lotion.  This  is  very  soothing,  but  must  never  be  applied  to  any  part 
where  there  is  the  least  tendency  to  gangrene.  Where  the  pain  is  great, 
tinct.  opii  oz.  to  the  pint)  may  be  added  to  the  lotion.  These  two 
methods  are  better  than  simply  dusting  the  part  thickly  with  flour,  or 
applying  plain  water  dressings.  The  dry  powders  are  also  much  better 
than  the  various  pastes  which  are  sometimes  recommended,  and  better 
than  the  ointments,  at  least  at  this  stage.  Painting  the  affected  part 
with  collodion  usually  does  harm.  If  there  be  very  great  tension  in  the 
aff"ected  part,  or  gangrene  threaten,  free  incisions  must  be  made  into  it 
at  once,  and  antiseptic  fomentations  applied. 

Formerly  it  was  much  the  fashion  to  apply  nitrate  of  silver  over  the 
healthy  skin — just  beyond  the  spreading  margin  of  the  erysipelatous 
redness — care  being  taken  not  to  destroy  the  whole  thickness  of  the  skin ; 
it  was  asserted  that  in  a  considerable  number  of  cases  the  erysipelas  came 
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to  a  standstill  when  it  reached  the  line  so  made.  Unfortunately,  however, 
it  very  often  crosses  at  some  part  or  other  and  spreads  on  as  before.  In 
place  of  nitrate  of  silver  some  surgeons  used  iodine.  At  first  sight  the 
value  of  this  method  of  treatment  is  not  very  obvious,  and  many  have 
asserted  that  in  the  cases  where  the  disease  was  arrested  at  this  line  they 
had  to  do  with  mere  coincidence.  From  recent  Avork  on  the  pathology  of 
the  disease,  however,  we  can  see  that  the  plan  was  not  so  foolish  as  may 
appear.  As  previously  mentioned,  the  erysipelas  cocci  sjDread  in  the 
lymphatic  vessels  of  the  skin,  and  it  has  been  found  that  while,  on  the 
one  hand,  when  we  have  to  do  with  an  acute,  rapidly-spreading  erysipelas 
there  is  very  little  cellular  infiltration  in  the  part,  yet  on  the  other  hand, 
when  the  process  is  mild,  or  when  it  is  coming  to  a  standstill,  a  large 
number  of  cells  are  found  forming  a  barrier  against  its  further  progress. 
Now  the  application  of  nitrate  of  silver  to  the  skin  in  so  strong  a  solution 
as  to  cause  slight  ulceration  will  lead  to  a  rapid  exudation  of  leucocytes 
which  may  fill  up  and  block  the  lymphatic  vessels  of  the  part ;  and  thus 
when  the  cocci  in  their  spread  reach  that  line,  they  may  find  their  path 
barred  by  a  collection  of  leucocytes. 

Not  very  long  ago,  when  the  parasitic  nature  of  the  disease  was  first 
understood,  attempts  were  made  to  arrest  its  spread  by  the  injection  of 
weak  antiseptic  solutions — such  as  2  per  cent  carbolic  acid  solution,  weak 
perchloride  of  mercury  lotion,  etc. — into  the  healthy  skin  just  beyond 
the  spreading  margin.  This  method  proved  untrustworthy.  More 
recently,  however,  it  has  been  improved  by  Krause,  whose  method  of 
treatment  is  highly  spoken  of  by  those  who  have  experience  in  erysipelas. 
This  plan  is  to  make  numerous  scarifications  in  the  healthy  skin  beyond 
the  spreading  margin,  the  scarifications  crossing  one  another  and  com- 
pletely surrounding  the  disease,  as  did  the  old  nitrate  of  silver  line.  In 
order  to  carry  out  this  plan  efficiently  the  patient  must  be  placed  under 
an  anaesthetic.  When  the  scarification  is  complete,  a  steam  sjjray -pro- 
ducer, containing  1  to  20  carbolic  acid,  is  made  to  play  on  the  part  for 
some  considerable  time  (an  hour  or  tAvo) ;  it  is  subsecjuently  dressed  with 
carbolic  compresses.  I  cannot  speak  personally  of  this  method,  as  my 
experience  in  the  treatment  of  erysipelas  is  insufficient. 

When  the  mouth  is  affected  it  should  be  constantly  washed  out  with 
simple  gargles  of  boracic  acid,  Condy's  fluid,  or  .sanitas  ;  and  if  the  nose 
be  attacked  it  should  be  gently  syringed  with  similar  solutions.  When 
the  throat  is  attacked  the  gi-avity  of  the  affection  must  be  borne  in  mind, 
and  in  spite  of  opposition  on  the  part  of  the  patient,  a  considerable 
amount  of  fluid  nourishment  and  stimulants  must  be  administered.  The 
pain  of  swallowing  may  be  considerably  mitigated  by  the  simple  plan 
recommended  by  Mr.  Hovell :  an  attendant  standing  behind  the  patient 
makes  firm  pressui'e  during  the  act  of  deglutition  over  the  ears  and 
part  of  the  neck  below  by  the  palms  of  the  hands,  the  fingers  being 
directed  upwards.  Locally  the  patient  may  be  directed  to  suck  ice  con- 
stantly, and  to  use  weak  antiseptic  gargles  frequently.  Sometimes,  on  the 
other  hand,  frequent  gargling  with  a  hot  saturated  solution  of  bicarbonate 
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of  sodium  will  give  most  relief,  and  at  the  same  time  hot  fomentations  may 
be  applied  around  the  angles  of-  the  jaw.  If  these  measures  fail,  free 
scarification  of  the  palate,  and  especially  of  the  uvula,  will  always  afford 
relief.  When  the  larynx  is  attacked  the  special  danger  of  suflFocation  is 
added,  and  treatment  must  be  mainly  directed  to  prevent  this.  All  food 
must  be  given  cold,  and  all  hot  or  steam  inhalations  scrupulously  avoided. 
Formerly  great  reliance  was  placed  on  leeches,  six  to  twelve  being  applied 
over  the  larynx,  and  they  certainly  give  temporary  relief.  But  their 
tendency  is  to  exhaust  the  resources  of  the  patient,  and  usually  they 
have  to  be  repeated.  Other  means  of  counter-irritation  are  useless. 
The  best  plan  of  all  is  to  keep  the  patient  constantly  sucking  ice ;  at  the 
same  time  he  should  keep  quite  quiet,  and  avoid  all  use  of  the  voice.  In 
some  cases  this  treatment  will  be  all  that  is  required.  Wliei-e,  hoAvever, 
in  spite  of  this  the  swelling  increases,  we  must  either  perform  tracheo- 
tomy or  freely  scarify  the  larynx.  The  effect  of  the  latter  may  be  first 
tried  in  adults,  where  the  patient  is  not  too  intolerant  of  the  necessary 
manipulations,  and  where  the  dyspnoea  is  not  so  extreme  as  to  render  the 
method  dangerous  from  the  reflex  spasm  it  excites.  The  method  recom- 
mended is  as  follows  : — cocaine  is  not  used,  its  application  wearies  the 
patient,  excites  spasm,  and  does  no  good — guided  by  the  laryngoscope  a 
long,  deep  incision  is  made  into  each  aryepiglottic  fold,  most  efficiently  by 
an  open  knife  like  Heryng's,  rather  than  by  a  guarded  instrument  like 
Mackenzie's  scarifier ;  it  is  better  to  make  the  incisions  into  the  outer 
side  of  these  folds,  so  that  the  blood  may  have  less  tendency  to  trickle 
into  the  larynx,  and  thus  to  cause  much  discomfort  or  even  serious  danger 
to  the  patient.  The  bleeding  is  promoted  by  gargling  Avith  hot  fluids, 
and  afterwards  the  patient  continues  to  suck  ice. 

If  this  fail  to  relieve  the  dyspnoea,  tracheotomy  will  be  required,  and 
this  should  be  done  as  soon  as  its  necessity  is  foreseen,  so  as  to  give  the 
patient  his  best  chance  of  recovery.  Where  scarification  is  out  of  the 
question,  as  in  children  and  adults  who  cannot  tolerate  the  necessary 
manipulations,  tracheotomy  offers  the  sole  hope  of  relief ;  for  all  other 
methods  of  scarifying — by  the  finger-nail,  or  by  a  guarded  bistoury  guided 
by  the  finger  touch — are  to  be  strongly  condemned  as  unscientific  and 
dangerous. 

When  the  parts  around  the  vulva  or  anus  are  attacked  much  relief 
may  be  obtained  by  immersing  the  child's  body  in  a  warm  bath  to  which 
small  quantities  of  tincture  of  iodine  may  be  added.  The  child  is  swung 
in  a  sheet  and  properly  supported,  and  may  be  allowed  to  remain  in  the 
bath  twenty-four  to  forty-eight  hours  at  a  time. 

Finally,  in  addition  to  the  general  and  local  treatment  above  described, 
the  presence  of  complications  must  be  carefully  sought  or  watched  for, 
and  especially  must  the  state  of  the  kidneys  be  investigated,  and  appro- 
priate treatment  adopted  in  the  respective  cases. 

W.  Watson  Cheynk. 
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INFECTIVE  ENDOCAEDITIS 

Synonyms. — Ulcerative  Endocarditis,  Malignant  Endocarditis,  Arterial 
Pysemia,  Mycosis  Endocardii. 

For  some  time  two  forms  of  acute  endocarditis  have  been  distinguished 
— the  simple,  l)enign  or  verrucose,  and  the  malignant  or  ulcerative  endo- 
cai'ditis.  There  now  is  abundant  evidence  that  in  both  •  forms  of  acute 
endocarditis  micro-organisms  are  formed ;  and  though  in  some  cases  the 
same  organisms  have  been  found  in  the  two  forms,  yet  as  the  malignant 
type  very  frequently  implants  itself  on  the  chronic  form  of  benign  endo- 
carditis, and  produces  a  new  and  often  fatal  train  of  symptoms,  it  is 
desirable  that  the  two  affections,  so  different  in  their  character  and  prin- 
cipal featui'es,  shovild  be  considered  separately. 

Various  names  have  been  suggested  for  the  malignant  type,  none  of 
which,  however,  is  quite  unobjectionalile  :  ulcerative  and  malignant  endo- 
carditis are  those  now  most  frequently  used.  Against  the  name  ulcerative 
endocarditis  it  may  be  urged  that  occasionally  no  distinct  ulcerations  are 
found ;  whilst  on  the  other  hand  the  ulceration  which  may  result  from 
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degenerative  changes  in  chronic  endocarditis  or  in  the  arterio-sclerotic 
foi'm — the  so-called  atheromatous  ulceration — is  not  associated  with  the 
symptoms  of  malignant  endocarditis.  Against  the  name  malignant 
endocarditis  it  may  be  urged  that  some  cases  recover  ;  and  again,  that 
even  the  ^  errucose  form  may  sometimes  run  a  rapid  and  fatal  course  (29). 

Infectious  or  infective  endocarditis  (E.  infectieuse,  E.  infectante,  E. 
vegetante  of  French  authors)  is  perhaps  the  least  objectionable  name,  but 
as  yet  it  has  not  been  generally  adopted  by  English  writers. 

As  there  is  now  clear  proof  that  the  cause  of  malignant  endocarditis 
is  a  microbe,  and  as  in  many  cases  the  organisms  occurring  in  septic  and 
pysemic  diseases  have  been  found  in  it,  we  think  that  the  proper  place  for 
infective  endocarditis  is  amongst  the  septic  diseases ;  in  deference,  how- 
ever, to  habit  and  convenience  we  propose  to  consider  now  only  the 
etiology  and  general  pathology  of  this  form  of  endocarditis  :  the  symptom- 
atology, morbid  anatomy,  diagnosis  and  treatment  will  be  dealt  with  in 
one  of  the  articles  on  diseases  of  the  heart. 

History  and  Etiolog-y  of  the  Disease. — Bouillaud  (1824-1832)  is  said 
to  have  been  the  first  to  indicate  a  form  of  acute  endocarditis  which  occa- 
sionally began  with  pysemic  symptoms  ;  but  he  did  not  recognise  the  rela- 
tion of  the  endocardial  lesions  to  the  general  symptoms  :  Stenhouse  Kirkes 
was  the  first  to  comprehend  the  malignant  form  of  endocarditis  ;  he  looked 
upon  the  general  or  typhoid  symptoms  as  due  to  an  altered  condition  of 
the  blood  produced  by  the  granular  masses  detached  from  the  diseased 
valves.  Virchow  not  only  pointed  out  the  embolic  nature  of  the 
blocks  found  in  the  small  arteries  in  cases  of  valvular  lesions  of  the 
heart,  but,  in  a  case  of  puerperal  perimetritis,  with  peritonitis  and  diph- 
theritic deposits  in  the  large  intestines,  he  also  described  coagula  with 
granular  masses,  like  diphtheritic  deposits  on  the  mitral  valve  ;  and  he 
looked  upon  the  process  as  possibly  due  to  a  parasitic  cause. 

The  pysemic  chai-acter  of  malignant  endocarditis  was  also  early  noted 
by  Dr.  Wilks,  who  afterwards  suggested  the  name  of  arterial  pygemia  for 
this  affection  (52) ;  he  was  followed  by  J.  W.  Ogle,  Murchison,  Moxon, 
Bristowe,  and  other  English  -writers.  Bamberger  and  Friedreich 
laid  stress  on  the  similarity  of  the  symptoms  in  some  forms  of  endo- 
carditis and  in  pysemia ;  and  of  the  early  French  observers  we  may 
note  Charcot  and  Vulpian  and  Lancereaux,  who  described  the  clinical 
characters  of  malignant  endocarditis.  Not  a  few  observers,  such  as 
Hayem  and  Dugues,  and  Desplats,  looked  upon  the  valvular  lesions  and 
the  lesions  in  the  other  organs  as  local  manifestations  of  a  general 
infectious  disease. 

Winge  was  the  first  to  describe  microbes  (which  he  spoke  of  as  chains 
of  small  rods  or  round  granules  like  chains  of  leptothrix)  lioth  on  the 
valves  and  in  the  secondary  infarcts  in  a  case  of  infective  endocarditis  ; 
and,  as  the  patient  had  suffered  from  suppuration  of  a  toe,  he  thought 
the  microbes,  which  he  regarded  as  the  cause  of  the  disease,  were  derived 
from  this  source :  he  accordingly  proposed  for  the  disease  the  name 
mycosis  endocardii.  « 
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Heiberg  found  microbes  similar  in  character  to  those  seen  liy  Winge 
in  a  case  of  infective  endocarditis  in  a  puerperal  case.  He  inserted 
particles  from  the  affected  valves  into  the  peritoneal  cavity  of  a  rabbit, 
but  with  negative  results. 

Nevertheless  Heiberg's  observations  formed  the  starting-point  of  a 
series  of  similar  publications,  all  of  which  made  for  the  existence  of 
microbes  in  the  diseased  valves  :  some  of  the  cases,  like  that  of  R.  Meier, 
were  primary  infective  endocarditis ;  in  others  (Wedel  (50))  the  primary 
source  was  septic  endometritis,  whilst  in  others,  again  (27),  the  primary 
disease  was  pneumonia  with  empyjema. 

Birch  -  Hirschfeld  not  only  found  numerous  micrococci,  in  zoogloea 
masses  and  in  chains,  in  the  diseased  valves  and  in  the  metastatic  in- 
farcts, but  he  also  succeeded  in  producing  panophthalmitis  in  three  rabbits 
by  inoculation  with  fragments  from  the  valve  deposit.  Klebs  made 
some  important  contributions  to  this  subject :  from  an  examination  of 
twenty-seven  cases  of  endocarditis  he  came  to  the  conclusion  that  all 
forms  of  this  malady  are  of  mycotic  nature ;  the  verrucose  form  being 
due  to  cocci  (monadines),  the  other  (which  he  calls  the  septic  endocai'- 
ditis)  to  a  somewhat  different  organism  (a  capsulated  coccus).  Koester,  by 
a  series  of  observations,  confirmed  the  opinion  of  Klebs  that  every  endo- 
carditis, whether  malignant  or  benign,  is  caused  by  microbes  ;  finding, 
moreover,  that  many  of  the  vessels  of  the  affected  valves  were  filled  with 
thrombi  consisting  of  cocci,  he  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  endocar- 
ditis was  produced  by  these  microbic  emboli  which  rupture  the  walls  of  the 
vessel  and  reach  the  free  surface  of  the  valve.  About  this  time  Cayley, 
who  suggested  the  name  infecting  endocarditis  (6),  and  Purcer  published 
malignant  cases  of  endocarditis  in  which  they  described  the  presence 
of  microbes.  Litten  confirmed  the  observations  of  Klebs  and  Koester. 
In  the  meantime  the  clinical  features  of  infective  endocarditis,  and  its 
relation  to  the  simple  or  rheumatic  endocarditis,  were  made  the  subject 
of  further  study  by  many  pathologists  and  clinicians,  some  of  whom 
will  be  referred  to  in  the  clinical  section  ]  at  present  I  will  mention  only 
the  papers  by  Goodhart  (17)  and  Osier  (37). 

With  the  progress  of  bacteriology,  oiu*  knowledge  of  the  organisms 
found  in  this  disease  has  become  more  definite ;  pure  cultures  of  them 
have  been  obtained,  and  their  behaviour  when  injected  into  animals 
definitely  followed.  A  series  of  important  observations  were  published 
between  the  years  1885  and  1888,  amongst  others  by  the  following 
observers  : — Wyssokowitsch,  Cornil  and  Babes  (9),  Ribbert,  Senger,  Bram- 
well,  Netter  (35),  Prudden,  E.  Frankel  and  Saenger,  Stern  and  Hirschler, 
Weichselbaum,  Dreschfeld,  0.  Rosenbach.  Of  the  papers  treating  on  the 
etiology  of  this  disease  published  since  1888  I  may  cite  those  of  F.  Taylor, 
Gilbert  and  Lion,  G.  Lion,  Roux  and  Josseraut,  and  Dessy. 

If  we  summarise  the  results  of  these  and  some  other  observations  we 
arrive  at  the  following  data  : — 

L  That  in  nearly  all  the  cases  of  infective  endocarditis,  whether 
ulcerative  or  not,  microbes  were  found. 
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2.  That  in  most  cases  only  one  organism  was  found,  but  in  a  few 
(Weichselbaum,  Stern,  Hirschler,  Frankel,  etc.)  more  than  one. 

3.  That  the  organism  found  was  not  the  same  in  all.  In  many  cases 
an  organism  was  found  which  occurs  in  other  infectious  diseases,  whilst  in 
some  an  organism  occurred  not  hitherto  found  in  other  diseases. 

The  organisms  belonging  to  the  first  group  were  :  the  strejitococcus 
pyogenes  (including  the  streptococcus  of  erysipelas) ;  the  staphylococcus 
pyogenes  aureus,  the  staphylococcus  pyogenes  albus ;  the  pneumococcus 
of  Frankel  and  the  pneumobacillus  of  Friedlander ;  the  typhoid  bacillus 
(16);  the  bacillus  of  tuberculosis  (25,  8,  20);  the  bacillus  of  diphtheria 
(21)  ;  the  gonococcus  (29). 

The  organisms  belonging  to  the  second  group  were  bacillus  endo- 
carditis griseus  (Weichselbaum  and  Netter) ;  micrococcus  endocarditis 
rugatus  (Weichselbaum) ;  bacillus  endocarditis  capsulatus  (Weichselbaum) ; 
bacillus  immobilis  et  foetidus  (Frankel  and  Saenger),  and  the  bacillus  of 
Gilbert  and  Lion  (besides  a  few  others  with  less  definite  specific  characters). 

4.  In  most  cases  the  microbe  found  in  the  diseased  valves  was  also 
met-with  in  such  secondary  deposits  as  infarcts  and  metastatic  abscesses. 

5.  The  organisms  most  frequently  found  were  the  streptococcus  pyo- 
genes, the  staphylococcus  pyogenes  aureus,  and  the  pneumococcus.  The 
first  two  were  found  chiefly  in  cases  in  which  the  endocarditis  was  primary, 
in  cases  of  puerperal  diseases,  of  pyaemia  and  septicaemia  (wounds,  ab- 
scesses, osteomyelitis,  etc.),  and  especially  in  those  cases  in  which  the 
infective  endocarditis  had  attacked  valves  already  affected  with  chronic 
rheumatic  endocarditis. 

The  pneumococcus  has  been  found  mostly  in  cases  where  croupous 
pneumonia  was  present,  and  in  some  of  meningitis  without  pneumonia. 
As  streptococci  and  staphylococci  have  also  been  found  in  the  diseased 
valves  when  the  primary  disease  was  enteric  fever,  diphtheria,  gonorrhoea, 
and  so  forth,  it  is  evident  that  sometimes  the  endocarditis  is  diie  to  a 
mixed  infection. 

6.  Experimental  investigations  on  animals  have  led  to  diverse  results. 
Particles  of  the  diseased  valves  inserted  into  the  subcutaneous  tissue,  into 
the  peritoneal  cavity,  or  into  the  anterior  chamber  of  the  eye,  have  some- 
times produced  no  effect ;  but  often  they  have  given  rise  to  local 
abscesses.  Injections  of  pure  cultivations  into  the  peritoneum  or  under 
the  skin  sometimes  produced  no  results ;  at  other  times  they  gave  rise  to 
marked  septic  symptoms  and  lesions. 

Endocarditic  lesions  have  been  produced  by  the  injection  into  animals 
(rabbits  and  dogs  have  most  frequently  been  used  for  this  purpose)  of 
pure  cultivations  of  the  organisms  found  on  the  diseased  valves  in 
cases  of  malignant  endocarditis.  Some  observers — Ribbert,  Ferret  and 
Eodet,  Bonom6,  Dreschfeld,  Mannaberg,  Gilbert  and  Lion,  Eoux  and 
Josseraut,  and  Vaillard — by  injecting  pure  cultivations  into  the  jugular 
vein  of  rabbits,  succeeded,  without  previously  injuring  the  valves,  in 
producing  inflammatory  changes  with  or  without  ulcerations  in  the 
aortic  valves,  and  often  also  on  the  mitral  and  tricuspid  valves ;  and  in 
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the  valvular  deposits  masses  of  the  organisms  of  the  pui'e  culture  were  found 
both  on  the  surface,  in  the  deeper  layers  of  the  deposits,  and,  in  some  few  cases 
also,  inside  the  capillaries  and  small  arteries  of  the  inflamed  vah  es.  Other 
changes  found  in  the  animals  experimented  upon  were  : — Enlargement  of 
the  spleen,  metastatic  infarcts,  and  hiemorrhage  into  the  brain.  These 
various  lesions,  though  evidently  the  result  of  the  microbes,  were,  however, 
by  no  means  uniformly  found.  Gilbert  and  Lion,  by  the  injection  of  a 
peculiar  bacillus  found  in  a  case  of  infective  endocarditis  into  a  vein  of 
the  ear  in  rabbits,  produced  marked  endocarditis  Avith  many  secondary 
changes  (softening  and  hsemorrhages  in  the  conti'al  nervous  system). 

The  majority  of  experimenters,  however  (Rosenbach,  Orth,  Friinkel 
and  Saenger,  Weichselbaum,  etc.),  only  succeeded  in  producing  endo- 
carditis by  injuring  the  aortic  valves  shortly  before  injecting  the  cultures 
into  the  jugular  vein.  The  aortic  valves  Avere  injured  by  introducing  a 
sterilised  stylet  through  the  carotid  into  the  left  ventricle,  a  method  first 
made  use  of  by  Rosenbach  (43).  Secondary  or  metastatic  deposits  of 
microbic  origin  Avere  also  found  in  these  animals,  together  Avith  other 
changes,  such  as  enlargement  of  the  spleen,  fibrinous  deposits  in  the 
pleura,  etc. 

7.  The  examination  during  life  of  the  blood  of  persons  suffering  from 
infective  endocarditis  has  shoAvn  in  a  feAV  cases,  especially  on  the  appli- 
cation of  certain  methods  which  will  be  given  in  the  clinical  section,  the 
presence  of  microbes  of  the  septic  kind. 

As  regards  the  natiu-e  of  infective  endocarditis  the  conclusions  Avhich 
Ave  may  draw  from  the  above  data  are  : — 

(i.)  Infective  endocarditis  is  a  disease  due  to  micro-organisms. 

(ii.)  This  disease  is  not  produced  by  one  specific  microbe  only  ;  other 
organisms,  separately  or  together,  may  give  rise  to  it. 

(iii.)  The  organisms  which  most  frequently  are  the  cause  of  the 
disease  belong  to  the  septic  and  pyogenetie  type  (streptococci  and  staphylo- 
cocci). 

(iv.)  Of  other  organisms,  the  diplococcus  of  pneumonia  often  gives  rise 
to  infective  endocarditis ;  the  specific  organisms  of  enteric  fever,  gonor- 
rhoea, diphtheria,  tuberculosis  do  so  very  rarely  :  infective  endocarditis 
occurring  in  the  course  of  any  one  of  these  affections,  or  found  in  A  alves 
already  the  seat  of  chronic  endocarditis  or  atheroma,  is  due  to  septic 
organisms,  and  must  be  looked  upon  as  a  mixed  infection  complicating 
these  diseases. 

(v.)  The  organisms  more  readily  attack  A'alves  Aveakened  or  altered 
by  disease. 

(vi.)  Some  of  the  microbes  found  in  infective  endocarditis  are  also 
found  in  the  rheumatic  or  verrucose  endocarditis. 

Etiologically  Ave  may  distinguish  the  folloAving  tyjDes  of  infective 
endocarditis  : — 

(a)  Primary  infective  endocarditis. 

(b)  Infective  endocarditis  as  a  complication  of  septic  disease  (pyaemia, 
septicaemia,  puerperal  affections,  traumatism). 
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(c)  Infective  endocarditis  as  a  complication  of  pneumonia  or  menin- 
gitis, and  due  to  the  diplococcus  pneumoniae. 

(i)  Infective  endocarditis  as  a  mixed  infection  due  to  septic  organ- 
isms secondary  to  acute  infectious  fevers,  or  secondary  to  rheumatic 
endocarditis  or  sclerotic  conditions  of  the  valves. 

Piemote  Causes.  —  1.  A  debilitated  state  of  the  system.  Though 
infective  endocarditis  occasionally  attacks  persons  of  sound  constitution 
and  in  good  health,  it  is  more  often  noticed  in  debilitated  persons,  in 
di'unkards,  in  persons  suiTering  from  nervous  depression  and  the  like,  or 
suffering  from  such  chronic  exhaustive  diseases  as  cirrhosis  of  the  liver 
(45a). 

2.  The  presence  of  an  infectious  disease.  This  point  I  need  scarcely 
dwell  upon  again.  Besides  the  various  affections,  septic  and  non-septic, 
already  mentioned,  we  may  note  also  dysentery,  malaria,  small-pox,  scarlet 
fever,  epidemic  influenza  (Fiessinger)  as  diseases  which,  by  lessening  the 
resistance  of  the  body,  favour  the  entrance  and  growth  of  the  septic 
organisms.  Syphilis  does  not  appear  to  enter  into  the  causation,  and  the 
endocarditis  accompanying  it  is  more  of  a  sclerotic  and  fibrous  nature 
with  fibrosis  deposits  in  the  myocardium. 

3.  During  pregnancy  and  the  puerperal  state  infective  endocai'ditis 
has  repeatedly  been  observed,  especially  in  the  presence  of  a  septic  or 
pysemic  affection  of  the  uterus  or  its  appendages. 

4.  Acute  rheumatic  arthritis,  though  much  more  commonly  associated 
with  rheumatic  or .  verrucose  endocarditis,  occasionally  gives  rise  to 
malignant  endocarditis.  Dr.  Ogle  recorded  three  cases,  and  others  have 
been  mentioned  by  Osier,  Peter,  Burkart,  Fernet. 

5.  Chronic  valvular  affection  of  the  Seart,  the  result  of  chronic 
endocarditis  or  produced  by  sclerotic  changes,  commonly  enters  into  the 
causation.  Of  sixty-nine  cases  of  infective  endocarditis.  Dr.  Coupland 
noticed  sixty-one  in  which  the  valves  had  lieen  previously  affected,  and 
Osier  states  that  in  three-foui'ths  of  his  cases  sclerotic  changes  jjersisted  in 
the  valves.  (To  avoid  repetition,  I  will  give  the  results  of  my  own  analysis 
when,  in  a  later  article,  I  consider  the  clinical  aspects  of  this  form  of 
endocarditis.) 

6.  Gall-stones,  with  or  without  suppuration  in  the  biliary  passages, 
have  occasionally  been  known  to  give  rise  to  infective  endocarditis.  As 
yet  seven  cases  only  have  been  published,  but  I  may  mention  another 
which  occurred  in  a  patient  under  the  care  of  my  colleague  Dr.  Steell. 
INIurchison  had  already  noticed  this  association  in  his  work  on  Diseases  of 
the  Liver.  Other  cases  have  been  described  by  Jaccoud,  by  Mathieu 
and  Malibran,  by  Netter  and  Martha,  and  more  recently  by  Leva,  who 
gives  the  literature  on  this  subject.  Netter  and  Martha  (36)  found  a 
small  bacillus  in  the  biliary  abscesses,  and  also  in  the  endocarditic  deposits. 
As  the  bacterium  coli  commune  is  occasionally  found  in  calculous  affections 
of  the  biliary  apparatus,  the  connection  between  cholelithiasis  and  infec- 
tive endocarditis,  even  when  there  is  no  suppuration,  is  easily  understood. 

7.  That  chorea,  which  is  so  closely  connected  with  rheumatic  endo- 
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carditis,  may  be  associated  with  infective  endocarditis,  is  shown  hy  the 
following  case  which  came  under  my  care  about  two  years  ago.  A  boy, 
aged  11,  was  taken  into  the  Manchester  Infirmary  suffering  from  chorea; 
there  was  no  history  of  rheumatism,  and,  on  admission,  there  were  no 
signs  of  endocarditis.  A  week  after  admission  he  began  to  be  feverish, 
and  a  loud  mitral  systolic  bruit  appeared ;  a  fortnight  later  he  showed 
signs  of  a  cerebral  affection  (severe  headache,  delirium,  optic  neuritis, 
hemiparesis).  At  the  post-mortem  examination  infective  ulcerative  endo- 
carditis of  recent  date,  and  a  small  abscess  of  the  brain  with  suppurative 
meningitis,  were  found.    The  valves  showed  no  signs  of  chronic  disease. 

Barkley  (39)  gives  a  case  of  chorea,  terminating  fatally,  in  which 
endocarditis,  abscess  of  the  parotid,  and  broncho-pneumonia  were  found ; 
the  endocarditis  in  this  case  may  possibly  have  been  secondary  to  the 
pneumonia. 

8.  Traumatism,  apart  from  external  wounds  and  injuries,  may  give 
rise  to  infective  endocarditis  in  another  way,  namely,  by  an  injury 
causing  rupture  of  a  heart  -salve.  Biggs  gives  a  case  in  which  the 
aortic  valves  were  ruptured  by  a  fall,  and  infective  endocarditis  super- 
vened. A  similar  and  very  interesting  case  came  under  my  notice.  A 
gentlemen,  a  patient  of  Dr.  Stott  of  Haslingden,  had  been  under  observa- 
tion for  several  years  on  account  of  slight  albuminuria,  for  which  he 
periodically  consulted  Sir  William  Roberts.  He  met  with  a  severe  bodily 
strain,  and  shortly  afterwards,  not  feeling  well,  consulted  Sir  William 
Roberts  again,  who  then  for  the  first  time  detected  a  loud  aortic  diastolic 
bruit.  He  returned  to  Haslingden,  and  some  short  time  after,  whilst  out 
shooting  in  the  month  of  September,  he  began  to  suffer  from  symptoms  of 
malignant  endocarditis  (repeated  rigors,  which  recurred  almost  daily, 
intermittent  pyrexia  in  which  the  temperature  rose  to  105°  F.,  and 
eventually  embolism  of  the  posterior  tibial  artery)  :  from  this  state  after  a 
time  he  recovei'ed.  He  is  now  in  the  enjoyment  of  good  health,  though 
the  loud  diastolic  aortic  bruit  is  still  present. 

9.  Climatic  conditions  appear  to  me  to  have  some  influence  in  this 
matter.  I  have  noticed  that  cases  of  infective  endocarditis  occur  more 
frequently  during  the  autumn  ;  and  in  several  cases  the  patient  before  the 
attack  had  spent  some  time  in  a  swampy  or  marshy  district.  Decay- 
ing vegetable  matter  may  have  something  to  do  with  the  outbreak  of  the 
disease  in  these  cases. 

10.  Infective  endocarditis  occurs  especially  between  the  ages  of  20 
and  40.  It  is  very  rare  in  older  people,  and,  according  to  Osier,  it  is 
also  very  rare  in  children  (.3  to  4  out  of  209  collected  cases).  From  my 
own  observations  infective  endocarditis  in  children  would  appear  not  to 
be  so  rare  as  this  estimate  would  indicate.  Wen  are  more  frequently 
affected  than  Avomen. 

The  paths  of  entrance  of  the  microbes,  as  in  other  septic  diseases, 
vary  in  the  different  groups  of  cases.  We  may  notice  as  the  chief 
poi'tals : — 

(a)  The  skin  and  subcutaneous  tissue.     Many  of  the  septic  cases, 
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following  abrasion  or  ulceration  of  the  skin,  belong  to  this  gTonp  ;  and 
likewise  the  cases  of  infective  endocai-ditis  following  furuncles,  ^carbuncles, 
gangrene,  erysipelas,  and  the  like.  Consideiing  how  slight  an  abrasion 
may  sometimes  be  followed  by  septic  infection,  it  is  possible  that  in  some 
cases  of  the  so-called  "primary"  infective  endocarditis  the  germs  may 
have  entered  the  system  in  this  way. 

(/')  The  osseous  system,  as  in  osteomyelitis  and  otitis  media. 

((■)  The  mucous  memljranes  of  the  digestive  tract.  Ulceration  of  the 
intestines  explains  the  occurrence  of  septic  endocarditis  after  enteric  fever 
and  dysentery.  In  several  of  the  recorded  cases,  besides  the  ulceration  in 
the  intestines,  there  was  an  old  lesion  of  the  valves.  Gangrenous  stomatitis 
and  ulcers  on  the  tongue  and  lip  are  occasionally  quoted  (Brissaud, 
Gilbert)  as  primary  channels  of  entrance.  Probably  the  tonsils,  which 
are  so  often  affected  in  rheumatic  endocarditis,  may  occasionally  serve  as 
the  means  of  entrance,  and  thus  again  some  of  the  so-called  "  primary 
cases  "  may  be  explained. 

(d)  Of  the  biliary  passages  we  have  already  spoken. 

(e)  The  genito-urinary  organs.  The  frequent  occurrence  of  infective 
endocarditis  in  puerperal  disease  and  after  abortions  has  been  noted ;  the 
channels  along  which  the  infection  travels  are  the  uterine  lymphatics  and 
veins.  In  men  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  urinary  tract  may  form  the 
starting-point,  as  in  gonorrhoea,  or  bladder  and  kidney  affections,  which 
have  sometimes  been  followed  by  infective  endocarditis. 

(/)  Respiratory  ti'act.  We  know  that  many  infective  germs  may 
pass  into  the  blood  through  the  respiratory  passages,  often  after  having 
caused  such  changes  in  the  epithelium  as  facilitate  their  enti'ance  into  the 
blood.  But  it  may  also  be  admitted  that  germs  may  pass  through  the 
lungs,  and  find  their  way  into  the  circulation  without  any  previous 
injury. 

The  frequent  association  of  infective  endocarditis 'with  pneumonia 
need  scarcely  be  mentioned  again  :  the  disease  has  also  been  noted  in 
bronchiectasis  by  Thiroloix.  The  microbes,  having  reached  the  blood,  find 
access  to  the  valves  (where  they  produce  more  or  less  extensive  lesions  to 
be  described  hereafter  under  the  pathological  anatomy  of  the  disease) 
either  on  their  free  surface  by  deposition  from  the  circulating  blood — a 
view  first  set  forth  by  Virchow — or  by  way  of  the  vessels  of  the  valves, 
in  which  they  form  small  emboli,  and  thence  penetrate  into  the  tissue  and 
to  the  surface — a  view  already  attributed  to  Koster.  Most  observers  are 
inclined  to  adopt  Virchow's  opinion,  one  strongly  supported  by  experi- 
mental pathology  (seeing  that  infective  endocarditis  so  often  attacks 
valves  already  diseased),  and  by  arguments  based  upon  the  paucity  of  blood- 
vessels and  capillaries  in  the  valves  even  when  inflamed.  On  studying 
the  distril)ution  of  the  micro-organisms  in  sections  of  the  diseased  valves, 
I  have  been  struck  by  the  gradual  diminution  in  their  number  from  the 
surface  of  the  valve  inwards  ;  but  this  may  well  be  due  to  the  more  favour- 
able conditions  on  the  surface  of  the  valve  for  their  growth. 

Several  observers,  however  (Cornil  and  Babes,  Koster,  and  others), 
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have  described  numerous  emboli,  consisting  almost  entirely  of  microljes, 
in  the  vessels  of  the  inflamed  valves.  There  is  no  reason  why  we  should 
not  accept  both  views  of  the  processes. 

Chcmiml  Pathology. — On  this  subject,  which  is  sure  to  become  an 
important  one  in  all  bacteriological  diseases,  we  have  to  record  the 
observations  of  Sidney  Martin,  who,  in  connection  with  his  important  re- 
searches on  diphtheria,  studied  also  the  action  of  the  chemical  poisons 
in  malignant  endocarditis  and  in  anthrax.  A  chemical  examination  of  the 
blood  and  of  the  spleen  (by  his  method)  from  a  case  of  infective  endo- 
carditis, in  which  a  staphylococcus,  which  could  he  cultivated,  was  found 
in  the  diseased  valves,  showed  the  presence  of  two  bodies — a  proteid  (proto- 
and  deutero-albumose)  and  a  non-proteid  product  of  strong  acid  reaction. 
The  albumoses  when  injected  into  animals  produced  fever,  and  retarded 
the  coagulation  of  the  blood ;  and  the  fever  increased  with  the  cpiantity 
injected  :  the  albumoses  from  anthrax  were  more  toxic,  and  caused  greater 
loss  of  weight  in  the  animal.  The  post-mortem  examination  of  the 
animals  that  died,  or  were  killed,  showed  that  no  pathogenetic  orgaiTism 
was  present;  when  a  large  single  dose  of  the  albumoses  was  injected  into 
the  animal  fatty  degeneration  of  the  heart  was  found  after  death. 

Julius  Dreschfeld. 
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PUERPERAL  SEPTIC  DISEASE^ 

History. — Before  the  comparatively  recent  recognition  of  the  influence 
of  infective  germs  in  the  causation  of  puerperal  septic  disease,  the  views 
entertained  of  the  nature  of  this  terril)le  scourge  of  obstetric  practice  were 
most  chaotic  and  puzzling.  Of  course  the  frequency  of  the  disease  in 
practice  had  ensured  attention  to  the  subject  from  the  earliest  times,  and 
explanations  were  almost  endless ;  generally  some  prominent  symptom 
Avas  supposed  alone  to  indicate  the  origin  of  the  malady.  For  instance, 
Hip230crates,  Galen,  and  many  of  the  older  authors,  who  distinctly 
recognised  the  disease,  svipposed  it  to  be  caused  by  suppression  of 
the  lochia, — an  opinion  which  was  maintained  by  many  later  obstetri- 
cians, such  as  Smellie,  Denman  and  others.  In  France  the  view  of 
Puzos  that  the  disease  was  due  to  milk  metastasis  was  generally  accepted. 
This  opinion  was  obviously  dei'ived  from  a  mistaken  theory  of  the  nature 
of  the  peritoneal  exudations  so  frequently  observed  after  death.  Similar 
errors  prevailed  in  this  country,  where  the  disease  was  attributed  to  local 
inflammation ;  thus  one  attributed  it  to  peritonitis,  another  to  metro- 
peritonitis, to  metritis,  or  to  inflammation  of  the  veins  and  lymphatics. 
Other  authors  contended  that  puerperal  fever  was  an  acute  specific 
fever  occurring  in  lying-in  women  only  ;  this  view  was  stoutly  main- 
tained by  Fordyce  Barker  in  his  well-known  work  on  The  Puerperal 
Diseases. 

It  is  not  surprising  that  in  the  face  of  such  various  and  contradictory 
views  our  knowledge  of  this  fatal  malady  was  narroAV  and  unsatisfactory. 
Various  observers,  however,  from  time  to  time  came  to  have  inklings 
of   the  true  nature  of   the  disease,  although  these  truths  are  now 

1  It  seemed  well  to  include  this  short  article  in  the  System  of  Medicine,  as  the  general 
physician  has  often  to  treat  cases  of  puerperal  septiciemia. — Ed. 
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only  recognised  in  the  light  of  our  recent  knowledge.  The  analogy  of 
the  interior  of  the  uterus  after  delivery  to  the  stump  of  an  amputated 
limb  (first  pointed  out  by  Harvey,  and  subsequently  insisted  upon  by  Van 
Swieten,  Cruveilhier  and  others)  was  an  approach  at  least  to  a  recognition 
of  the  identity  in  this  respect  of  a  puerperal  and  a  surgical  patient,  which 
is  the  essential  fact  in  the  interpretation  of  septic  disease  in  childbirth  ;  but 
the  still  more  important  lesions  of  continuity  about  the  cervix,  vagina  and 
vulva,  through  which  the  absorption  of  the  infectious  materials  so  readily 
occurs,  were  not  then  noted.  Some,  however,  suggested  that  the  disease  was 
due  to  the  introduction  of  animal  poisons  into  the  system  after  delivery, 
and  a  subsequent  vitiation  of  the  blood ;  as,  for  example,  Kirkland,  who 
in  1774  wrote:  "It  sometimes  happens  that  coagulated  blood  lodges  in 
the  uterus  after  delivery,  and  putrefying  from  access  of  air,  forms  an 
active  poison,  is  in  part  absorbed,  and  brings  on  putrid  fever."  But 
such  passing  surmises  attracted  little  attention. 

The  enormous  mortality  occurring  in  Lying-in  Institutions,  both  in 
this  country  and  abroad,  could  not  fail  to  startle  and  shock  those  who 
knew  the  facts.  When  we  look  back  on  what  occurred  it  seems 
almost  incredible.  It  will  probably  be  now  generally  admitted  that  it  is 
safer  for  a  lying-in  woman  to  be  delivered  in  a  well-conducted  Lying-in 
Hospital  than  in  the  most  luxurious  house,  of  which  the  hygiene  and 
ari^angements  are  not  thoroughly  within  our  control.  Yet  not  very  long 
since  in  these  very  same  buildings  the  mortality  was  at  times  so  great 
that  every  woman  entering  them  held  her  life  in  her  hand,  and  ran  a 
risk  not  less  than  that  of  some  grave  surgical  operation.  This  is  no 
exaggerated  statement ;  the  history  of  obstetrics  is  full  of  accounts  of 
these  so-called  epidemics  of  puerperal  fever,  now  happily  unknown,  in 
which  the  disease  spread  from  one  case  to  another,  or  rather  was  conveyed 
from  one  case  to  another,  Avith  appalling  frequency.  Thus  in  the  years 
1760,  1768,  and  1770  it  prevailed  in  London  to  such  an  extent  that  in 
some  of  the  Lying-in  Institutions  nearly  all  the  patients  died.  Of  the 
Edinburgh  Infirmary  it  is  said  that  "  almost  every  woman,  as  soon  as 
she  was  delivered,  or  perhaps  about  twenty-four  hours  after,  was  seized 
with  it,  and  all  of  them  died."  In  the  large  Maternity  Hospitals  of  the 
Continent  the  mortality  was  equally  great,  and  outbreaks  of  puerperal 
disease  occurred  in  them  all,  even  down  to  comparatively  recent  times, 
when  they  were  checked  by  the  general  introduction  of  antiseptic  precau- 
tions.   The  history  of  medicine  records  no  such  triumph  as  this. 

The  starting-point  of  our  present  estimate  of  the  nature  of  puerperal 
septic  disease  was  the  well-known,  but  at  the  time  little  appreciated 
work  of  Semmelweiss,  who,  in  1847,  was  the  first  to  show  clearly  that 
puerperal  septic  disease  was  directly  conveyed  to  the  patient  by  hands, 
sponges  and  the  like,  defiled  by  decomposing  animal  matter ;  and  was 
the  first  also  to  point  out  the  influence  of  cleanliness  and  antisepsis 
in  destroying  puerperal  contagion,  by  showing  that  students  who  washed 
their  hands  in  solutions  of  chloride  of  lime  after  handling  infective 
matter,  did  not  convey  the  disease  in  anything  like  the  same  measm-e  as 
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those  who  neglected  such  precautions.  After  years  of  calumny  and 
neglect  his  epoch-making  observations  are  now  estimated  at  their  proper 
value.  The  practical  identity  of  surgical  and  puerperal  septicaemia  was 
very  clearly  pointed  out  by  Sir  James  Simpson  in  his  interesting  pa})er 
"  On  the  Analogy  between  Puerperal  and  Surgical  Fever,"  which  was  far 
in  advance  of  the  teaching  of  the  day.  It  is  interesting  to  note  how  he 
foreshadowed  the  enormous  gains  both  to  surgery  and  midwifery  which 
have  followed  the  general  adoption  of  the  principles  of  antisepticism.  "  I 
do  believe,"  he  says,  "  that  if  any  man  should  ever  have  the  good 
fortune  to  detect  or  suggest  any  simple  and  practical  measures  to  avert 
and  prevent,  or  to  mitigate  and  cure  surgical  and  puerperal  fever,  he 
would,  in  doing  so,  confer  one  of  the  greatest  of  all  possible  benefits 
upon  the  advancement  of  surgery  and  midwifery,  and  be  the  means  of 
saving  numerous  lives  in  operative  and  obstetric  practice.  Nor  does  it 
seem  utterlj^  hopeless  to  expect  the  possible  detection  of  some  such 
measures  in  the  way  of  prevention,  at  least,  if  not  in  the  way  of  cure." 
Happily  the  man  has  been  found,  with  the  results,  as  regards  the 
mortality  of  public  Lying-in  Institutions,  which  Simpson  predicted,  and 
all  the  world  knows. 

Unfortunately,  as  Dr.  Boxall  has  clearly  shown,  as  yet  there  is  no 
corresponding  improvement  in  the  general  puerperal  mortality  of  private 
practice.  It  takes  a  long  time  for  the  paramount  importance  of  the 
somewhat  irksome  details  of  antiseptic  midwifery  to  be  generally  appre- 
ciated. To  the  bulk  of  the  practitioners  educated  before  the  new 
doctrines  Avere  taught  in  the  schools,  such  notions  probably  appear  new- 
fangled and  useless,  and  the  uneducated  midwives  practising  all  over  the 
country  probably  never  even  heard  of  them.  In  a  decade  or  more, 
when  the  stixdents  of  to-day  are  in  active  work,  there  is  good  reason 
for  hoping  that  the  general  decrease  in  the  mortality  and  morbiditjr 
of  childbirth  which  has  followed  the  introduction  of  strict  clean- 
liness and  asepsis  into  Lying-in  Hospitals  will  be  apparent  in  general 
practice  also. 

The  recent  development  of  bacteriology,  and  the  recognition  of  the 
existence  of  infective  germs  which  may  be  conveyed  to  the  lying-in 
woman  in  various  ways,  have  entirely  altered  the  views  formerly  held 
of  the  nature  of  the  puerperal  fevers,  whose  identity  with  the  septic 
diseases  following  surgical  operations  is  practically  conceded.  The  risk 
now  seems  to  be,  not  that  the  influence  of  bacteria  in  producing  puerperal 
diseases  should  be  insufficiently  recognised,  but  that  causes  of  puerperal 
disease  difficult  thus  to  explain,  but  of  which  there  is  strong  clinical 
evidence,  should  be  discredited  or  disbelieved  because  they  do  not  readily 
accord  with  the  new  views.  In  this  there  is  grave  danger,  since  it  may 
lead  us  to  overlook  sources  of  disease  which  might  otherwise  be  guarded 
against  or  removed. 

Etiology. — It  is  generally  conceded  that  puerperal  septic  disease  is 
strictly  analogous  to  surgical  wound  fever  \yide  art.  "  Septicaemia  "].  It 
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may  be  ^vell,  however,  to  indicate  very  l)riefly  the  present  state  of  our 
knowledge  of  some  special  questions  concerning  the  puerperal  form  of  the 
disease. 

First,  as  regards  bacteriology,  it  seems  to  be  pretty  clearly  pro\  ed 
that  as  yet  no  one  microbe  has  been  identified  as  a  specific  cause  of  puer- 
peral fever.  In  the  majority  of  cases  of  puerperal  septic  disease,  how- 
ever divergent  in  symptoms,  the  infection  appears  to  be  caused  by  the 
streptococcus  pyogenes,  which  is  found  in  great  quantities,  and  is  prob- 
ably introduced  from  without,  on  the  hands  of  the  medical  attendant 
or  nurse,  or  by  infected  sponges,  instruments  and  the  like.  Other  micro- 
organisms, such  as  staphylococci,  gonococci,  and  (as  has  been  shown  in 
one  case)  the  bacterium  coli,  have,  however,  been  detected,  and  may  l>e 
effective  either  alone,  or  in  combination  with  streptococci,  in  causing 
febrile  processes  in  lying-in  women ;  and  it  seems  probable  that  other 
varieties  of  pathogenetic  micro-organisms  may  have  like  effects.  Diseases 
originating  in  this  way  correspond  to  those  which  were  formerly  described 
as  "  heterogenetic,"  the  sources  of  infection  being  external.  It  is  to 
be  noted  that  these  same  varieties  of  micro-organisms  aie  found  in 
erysipelas,  certain  soi'c  throats,  and  surgical  wound  fever.  There  is, 
indeed,  an  important  class  of  puerperal  diseases,  originating  in  the 
decomposition  of  portions  of  organic  matters  in  the  genital  tract  (such 
as  blood-clots,  detached  portions  of  placentte,  membranes,  and  the  like), 
which  were  formerly  described  as  "  autogenetic  "  ;  it  is  pretty  clear,  how- 
ever, that  this  term  is  not  strictly  applicable  to  cases  of  this  kind,  for 
had  not  these  retained  matters  themselves  become  infected  from  without, 
no  septic  mischief  would  have  resulted.  It  has  been  supposed  that 
cases  of  this  kind  are  "  sapraemic,"  the  mischief  arising  from  the  absorp- 
tion of  poisonous  ptomaines  resulting  from  their  decomposition  :  it  is, 
however,  recently  contended  that  saprajmia  of  this  kind  is  not  by  any 
means  so  common  as  has  been  supposed ;  pure  cultivations  of  streptococci 
are  generally  to  be  made  in  these  cases,  and  they  are  probaljly  due  to 
infection  from  ordinary  pus-producing  organisms. 

AVhether  strictly  "  autogenetic "  poisoning  may  occur  in  puerjseral 
women,  from  pathogenetic  organisms  existing  in  the  genital  tract  before 
delivery,  is  a  question  which  has  been  hotly  discussed.  It  is  supposed 
that  such  organisms,  having  no  effect  during  pregnancy,  may  become 
dangerous  when  absorbed  through  the  lesions  of  continuity  occurring 
during  labour.  A  large  number  of  observers  have  examined  the  vaginal 
and  uterine  secretions  in  women  after  delivery,  and  those  of  the  vagina 
during  pregnancy.  The  general  result  is  that  both  before  and  after 
delivery,  micro-organisms,  generally  streptococci,  are  to  be  found  in  the 
vaginal  secretions,  which  do  not  exist  after  delivery  in  the  uterine  dis- 
charges unless  febrile  symptoms  be  present,  when  they  are  found  in 
abundance.  This  being  so,  auto-infection  is  theoretically  possible.  It  is 
probable,  however,  that  it  is  of  rare  occurrence,  since  Leopold  and  others,  on 
abandoning  the  use  of  antisej^tic  douches  before  and  during  labour,  found 
that  tlie  number  of  febrile  cases  in  their  practice  was  lessened  considerably. 
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That  strict  antisepsis  of  hands,  instruments  and  the  like  is  of 
primary  importance  in  midwifery  practice  has  been  clearly  proved  by 
the  remarkable  results  which  have  followed  its  introduction  into  Lying-in 
Institutions  in  all  parts  of  the  world.  No  satisfactory  explanation, 
however,  has  as  yet  been  offered  of  the  extreme  susceptibility  of 
puerperal  women  to  the  influence  of  pathogenetic  micro-organisms.  It  is 
clearly  not  their  absorption  through  lesions  of  continuity  in  the  genital 
tract  which  is  alone  at  fault ;  such  lesions  continually  occur  in 
women  who  have  undergone  operations  about  the  vagina  and  uterus, 
when  micro-organisms  must  be  present  as  they  are  after  delivery,  and 
yet  nothing  analogous  to  puerperal  fever  occurs.  There  must,  therefore, 
be  something  besides  the  mere  presence  of  micro-organisms,  something 
which  is  special  to  the  lying-in  woman,  which  predisposes  to  this  type  of 
infection  ;  what  is  it  which  causes  her  structures  to  afford  so  favourable  a 
soil  for  the  growth  and  development  of  such  micro-organisms  as  may 
have  gained  access  to  them  ?  In  the  answer  to  this  C[uestion  the  explana- 
tion of  the  proclivity  of  lying-in  women  to  septic  disease  will  no  doubt 
be  found,  but  as  yet  no  very  satisfactory  answer  can  be  given.  The 
hydrsemic  condition  of  the  blood  existing  during  pregnancy,  and  the  fact 
that  immediately  after  delivery  a  quantity  of  excrementitious  matter  is 
absorbed  into  the  circulation  dm'ing  the  jDrocess  of  involution,  suggest 
themselves  as  possible  factors  in  this  susceptibility  ;  but  further  investiga- 
tions in  this  direction  are  still  much  needed. 

Of  late  years  there  has  been  a  tendency  on  the  part  of  obstetricians 
to  limit  the  causes  of  puerperal  infection  to  pathogenetic  matter  conveyed 
directly  on  the  hands,  instruments  and  the  like,  and  to  minimise  the 
influence  of  contagion  conveyed  in  any  other  way.  There  appears  to  be, 
however,  strong  clinical  evidence  that  infective  material  suspended  in  the 
atmosphere  may  reach  the  patient  by  some  other  means  than  by  direct 
conveyance.  Dr.  Amand  Routh,  in  a  discussion  on  this  matter  at  the 
Obstetrical  Society,  referred  to  a  case  occurring  in  the  wife  of  a  butcher 
who  was  confined  over  the  shop.  I  have  myself  been  called  in  to  no 
less  than  three  such  cases  in  butchers'  wives.  In  some  of  these  the  odour 
of  meat  permeated  the  whole  house.  Is  it  not  probable  that  infective 
germs,  similar  to  those  which  convey  the  contagion  in  the  case  of  students 
engaged  in  dissection,  were  widely  diffused,  and  that  no  lying-in  woman 
is  safe  in  such  an  atmosphere  ? 

A  number  of  cases  have  been  brought  forward  by  myself  to  prove  the 
origin  of  puerperal  disease  in  defective  sanitary  surroundings.  Similar 
cases  have  been  published  by  Gueniot  and  many  others ;  and  it  appears 
beyond  doubt  that  here  is  a  fertile  source  of  a  dangerous  kind  of  illness 
in  lying-in  women,  which  has  never  yet  been  clinically  distinguished 
from  j^uerperal  septicaemia  due  to  manual  and  like  conveyance.  Is  it 
to  be  assumed,  as  some  seem  inclined  to  assume,  that  this  illness  is  some- 
thing entirely  different  from  septicaemia,  merely  because  they  do  not 
admit  that  pathogenetic  microbes  can  be  suspended  in  the  atmosphere 
as  well  as  attached  to  examining  fingers  %    It  has  been  suggested  that 
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as  the  air  of  sewers  has  been  proved  to  be  bacteriologically  pure,  these 
cases  may  be  explained  on  the  supposition  that  sewer  air  alone  does  not 
cause  septicEemia,  but  produces,  possibly  by  some  unrecognised  ptomaine 
contained  in  it,  a  condition  peculiarly  favourable  to  the  growth  and 
absorption  of  pathogenetic  germs  after  delivery.  This  hypothesis  would 
account  for  cases,  otherwise  difficult  to  explain,  in  which  women,  who 
have  been  exposed  for  a  length  of  time  to  sewer  emanations  without 
apparent  mischief,  show  signs  of  septic  disease  as  soon  as  labour  has  taken 
place. 

There  is  also  good  clinical  evidence  that  a  form  of  puerperal  disease, 
hitherto  not  distinguished  from  septictemia,  may  arise  from  the  con- 
veyance of  the  poison  of  such  zymotic  diseases  as  scarlet  fever  or 
erysipelas,  in  which  the  characteristic  symptoms  of  these  diseases  re- 
spectively are  not  present.  It  is  impossible  in  a  paper  of  this  description 
to  bring  forward  this  evidence,  but  it  exists  in  abundance.  It  has  been 
supposed  that  Dr.  Boxall's  excellent  researches  disprove  this  position. 
What  Dr.  Boxall  has  proved,  and  very  conclusively,  is  that  scarlet  fever, 
and  presumably  erysipelas  and  other  forms  of  zymotic  disease,  frequently 
breed  true  in  lying-in  women,  and  run  a  normal  course.  This,  so  far  as 
I  know,  no  one  has  ever  denied.  He  has  not,  however,  proved,  although 
the  inference  has  very  generally  been  drawn,  that  such  diseases  always 
breed  true.  There  is,  indeed,  strong  evidence  to  the  contrary  ;  and  it 
seems  impolitic  and  illogical  to  shut  one's  eyes  to  recorded  facts,  and 
to  say — as  many  do — because  they  do  not  fit  in  with  certain  opinions 
on  the  causation  of  puerperal  septic  disease,  "  This  is  a  mere  coincidence, 
and  in  these  special  cases  the  infection  must  have  been  conveyed  from 
some  other  source."  It  is  not  very  easy  to  explain  why  the  poison  of 
zymotic  disease  should  in  one  lying-in  woman  produce  a  typical  case  of 
the  originating  disease,  and  in  another  an  illness  indistinguishable  from 
septicaemia.  It  may  be  that  in  the  latter  case  the  channel  of  entry  is 
through  lesions  of  continuity  in  the  genital  tract.  All  I  can  now  say  is, 
that  the  evidence  of  the  origin  of  certain  forms  of  puerperal  disease  in 
this  way  is  very  weighty,  and  as  yet  has  never  been  shaken. 

Pathology. — The  post-mortem  signs  in  cases  of  puerperal  septicaemia 
are  so  various  as  to  render  any  complete  description  impossible.  In  the 
most  intense  form  the  patient  may  succumb  before  definite  pathological 
changes,  such  at  least  as  are  evident  to  the  naked  eye,  have  had  time  to 
appear.  There  may  then  be  little  more  to  observe  than  a  thin  altered 
condition  of  the  blood,  and  traces  of  commencing  inflammation  in  the 
veins  and  lymphatics  of  the  uterus.  Microscopically  signs  of  diffuse 
mischief  may  be  found  in  almost  all  the  tissues,  as  shown  by  granular 
infiltration  and  disintegration  of  cell  elements. 

In  the  more  chronic  cases  extensive  pathological  changes  are  found 
in  many  organs.  The  genital  organs  themselves  are  largely  implicated. 
The  vagina  will  generally  be  found  inflamed  and  cedematous,  and  any 
lacerations  about  the  perinseum  or  cervix  swollen,  especially  at  their  edges. 
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and  covered  with  a  dirty  yellowish  membrane.  This  membrane  is  chiefly 
formed  of  pus  cells  and  necrosed  tissues,  and,  in  the  event  of  recovery, 
is  thrown  off",  leaving  a  healthy  granulating  surface  beneath.  The  tissues 
of  the  uterus  show  signs  of  oedematous  infiltration,  and  become  soft  and 
swollen.  The  endometrium  is  covered  with  a  purulent  debris  ;  or  it  may 
become  necrotic,  and  the  underlying  tissues  bared  or  partially  destroyed 
in  portions.  The  lymphatics  are  especially  enlarged,  and  their  dilated 
cavities  filled  with  a  yellowish  fluid  consisting  of  pus  and  masses  of 
cocci.  From  them  inflammation  spreads  into  the  parametritic  connective 
tissues  all  round  the  uterus,  between  the  folds  of  the  broad  ligaments, 
and  even  into  the  iliac  fossae ;  and  this  may  eventually  resolve  or  may 
terminate  in  abscess.  Salpingitis  and  ovaritis  are  generally  met  with, 
and  the  canals  of  the  tubes  may  also  be  filled  with  infected  pus. 

Some  foi'm  of  peritonitis  is  almost  always  jDresent.  This  may  be 
limited  to  the  neighbourhood  of  the  pelvis,  and  then  the  folds  of  the 
peritoneum  are  matted  together  with  exudation.  Diffuse  general  peri- 
tonitis is  of  very  common  occurrence,  the  pathogenetic  matters  being- 
conveyed  through  the  inflamed  uterine  lymphatics,  or  along  the  tubes  to 
the  peritoneum.  Then  follow  very  various  results  of  the  peritonitic 
affection.  The  cavity  of  the  peritoneum  is  filled  with  an  off"ensive  serous 
fluid,  the  surfaces  of  the  intestines  are  covered  with  a  fibrinous  exuda- 
tion, their  muscular  tissues  are  swollen  and  cedematous,  and  they  are 
often  enormously  distended  with  flatus. 

Other  serous  cavities  are  often  attacked,  probably  through  the 
lymphatics,  which  have  been  found  full  of  bacteria  at  great  distances 
from  the  uterus ;  and  marked  inflammations  of  the  pleurae,  the  peri- 
cardium, and  even  of  the  larger  joints  are  common. 

Thrombi  in  the  veins  may  play  an  important  part  in  the  pathology 
of  the  disease,  as  they  may  become  infected  by  bacteria  conveyed  to 
them  in  the  blood.  In  the  course  of  the  changes  naturally  occurring  in 
these  blood-clots  they  soften,  and  minute  infective  emboli  detached  from 
them  may  be  carried  to  distant  parts  of  the  body,  and  there,  becoming 
impacted,  may  give  rise  to  multiple  abscesses,  pneumonia,  and  other 
complications  of  the  septic  process. 

Symptoms. — As  puerperal  and  surgical  septicajmia  are  due  to  like 
causes,  so  are  the  resulting  symptoms  much  alike. 

The  first  symptom  to  be  observed  is  an  initial  rigor,  which  may  be 
so  slight  as  to  escape  notice ;  but  on  inquiry  it  will  generally  be  found 
that  the  patient  had  complained  of  chilliness,  which  attracted  little 
attention  at  the  time.  This  may  occur  as  soon  as  twenty-four  hours 
after  delivery,  more  commonly  on  the  third  or  fourth  day,  and  rarel}', 
if  ever,  after  a  week.  Puerperal  illnesses  commencing  later  are  of  doubt- 
ful septic  origin,  as  in  cases  in  which  the  distinct  influence  of  sewer  gas 
emanations  are  traced  ;  or  it  may  be  that  the  initial  symptoms  were 
so  slight  as  to  escape  observation,  until  some  secondary  complication, 
such  as  pelvic  inflammation  or  phlegmasia  dolens,  appeared.  Diiring  a 
VOL.  I  2  T 


642 


SYSTEM  OF  MEDICINE 


protracted  septic  process  fresh  rigors  may  from  time  to  time  occur,  due 
to  the  absorption  of  more  poison,  as  in  cases  in  which  putrefying  organic 
materials  remain  undisinfected  in  the  passages  ;  or  in  the  pysemic  type 
of  disease,  in  which  coagula  formed  in  the  veins  soften  and  break  down, 
and  infective  emboli,  becoming  thus  detached,  are  carried  to  and  arrested 
in  distant  parts  of  the  body. 

Following  the  initial  rigor,  fever,  iiidicated  by  elevated  temperature, 
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is  always  present,  and  continues  until  death  or  convalescence.  There  is 
no  very  definite  period  of  the  pyrexia,  Avhich  varies  according  to  the 
nature  of  the  case,  the  intensity  of  the  poison,  the  occurrence  of  second- 
ary complications,  and  the  like.  In  the  accompanying  Charts,  copied 
from  my  Treatise  on  Midwifery,  these  variations  are  well  shown. 
Sometimes  (as  in  Charts  7  and  8)  it  remains  uniformly  high — from  102  ' 
up  to  104"  or  105" — even  during  a  protracted  illness,  until  convalescence 
or  death  ;  at  other  times  (as  in  Charts  5  and  6)  it  shows  marked  remis- 
sions and  exacerbations,  the  latter  probably  being  caused  by  fresh 
absorption  of  septic  materials.    With  fever  the  pulse  is  always  frequent, 
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ranging  in  bad  cases  from  120  to  140,  and  becoming  thin,  compressible, 
and  even  imperceptible. 

The  other  symptoms  of  septicaemia  vary  considerably  with  the  type 
of  disease  which  is  present. 

In  the  most  intense  cases  (such  as  were  formerly  so  often  seen  in 
Lying-in  Hospitals,  but  now  happily  rarely  met  with),  the  patient  may 
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be  overwhelmed  from  the  first  by  the  intensity  of  the  disease.  The 
temperature  ranges  from  104°  upwards,  with  little  or  no  remission  (as. 
in  Chart  8) ;  the  pulse  is  rapid,  small,  compressible,  running  up  to  140,. 
or  it  may  even  become  uncountable.  The  countenance  is  sallow  and 
anxious,  and  the  tongue  dry  and  furred  ;  the  intelligence  as  a  rule  is 
unimpaired,  although  towards  the  end  there  may  be  low  muttering 
delirium. 

In  a  type  of  disease  which  is  not  so  intense,  but  analogous  in  char- 
acter, and  in  which  the  septic  poison  is  probably  absorbed  through  the 
lymphatics,  the  symptoms  are  of  the  same  kind,  but  not  so  severe.  The 
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illness  generally  commences  within  three  days ;  in  Charts  2,  6,  and  8  it 
will  be  seen  to  have  begun  on  the  second  day.  The  fever  runs  high, 
even  to  105",  and  it  may  continue  elevated  for  three  weeks  and  up- 
wards, as  in  Chart  7.  More  frequently  the  disease  ends  in  one  wa}'  or 
another  within  a  fortnight.  The  pulse  is  rapid,  thin  and  compressible. 
The  tongue  may  be  clean,  or  even  dry  and  cracked,  but  this  generally 

occurs  when  too  much  stimu- 
lant has  been  given.  In  such 
cases  extreme  distension  of 
the  abdomen  is  usually  a 
marked  symptom,  not  due  to 
peritonitic  effusion,  but  to 
paralysis  of  the  intestinal 
muscles,  and  to  excessive  flat- 
ulent distension.  It  is  not, 
as  a  rule,  tender  on  pressure, 
and  generally,  even  when  the 
illness  is  intense,  the  patient 
makes  no  complaint  of  suffer- 
ing. The  bowels  may  be 
constipated  ;  but  sometimes, 
and  as  the  disease  makes  un- 
favourable progress,  uncon- 
trollable diarrhoea  super- 
venes. Vomiting  of  dark, 
grumous,  coffee-coloured  mat- 
ter is  sometimes  present.  The 
respiration  is  often  hurried 
and  panting,  and  if  the 
pleurae  or  pericardium  be- 
come affected,  characteristic 
friction  sounds  may  be  heard. 
The  skin  is  at  first  dry  and 
burning,  and  frequent  mottled 
red  septic  rashes,  of  an  ery- 
thematous character,  may  be 
seen  about  the  chest  and  ab- 
domen ;  later  in  the  disease  profuse  perspirations  are  of  frequent  occur- 
rence. The  intelligence,  as  a  rule,  is  not  much  affected  :  the  patient  may 
be  dull  and  heavy,  and  she  is  generally  unconscious  of  the  peril  in  which 
she  is  placed  ;  but  her  faculties  may  otherwise  be  clear  to  the  end.  At 
other  times  delirium,  but  never  of  a  very  intense  type,  may  be  present. 

The  cases  in  Avhich  the  venous  system  is  more  especially  affected 
are,  as  a  rule,  more  protracted  in  their  course,  and  more  marked  in  the 
remissions  which  may  occur ;  the  temperature  falling  nearly  to  normal, 
and  again  rising,  after  a  fresh  rigor,  from  the  causes  already  described. 
When  the  septic  process  leads  to  perimetritis  or  parametritis  the 
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symptoms  are  modified  accordingly.  Much  more  abdominal  pain  is  felt, 
and  there  are  always  characteristic  local  signs  depending  on  exudation 
in  and  about  the  pelvis,  involving  the  peritoneum  or  the  connective 
tissues.  This  may  be  absorbed  if  the  case  run  a  favourable  course,  or 
the  inflammation  may  run  on  to  suppuration,  and  end  in  pelvic  abscess. 

In  the  more  purely  pyseraic  cases  we  may  have  prolonged  elevation 
of  temperature  of  a  hectic  type,  with  morning  remissions,  and  the 
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eventual  formation  of  multiple  abscesses  in  various  parts  of  the  body  ; 
or  suppuration  may  occur  in  the  larger  joints.  Occasionally  there  may 
be  general  peritonitis  instead  of  the  localised  form  of  the  disease :  then 
the  symptoms  are  much  more  intense ;  there  is  acute  pain  and  general 
tenderness,  and  the  abdomen  soon  becomes  greatly  distended  from  gaseous 
expansion  of  the  intestines.  Very  constant  and  distressing  vomiting  is 
usually  present,  and  such  a  case  will  generally  end  fatally  in  a  few  days. 

It  is  needless  to  say  that  these  symptoms  may  all,  or  some  of  them, 
be  very  variously  mixed  in  particular  cases.    Hence  the  paramount 
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importance,  when  in  attendance  on  any  case  of  septicaemia,  of  carefully 
watching  day  by  day  for  the  various  complications  that  may  occur. 

Treatment. — If  there  be  one  disease  more  than  another  in  which  the 
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time-honoured  adage,  "Prevention  is  better  than  cure,"  should  be  inces- 
santly borne  in  mind,  it  is  surely  puerperal  septicaemia.  To  enter  into 
the  details  of  preventive  treatment,  however,  would  involve  a  recapitula- 
tion of  the  whole  subject  of  practical  attendance  on  lying-in  Avomen, 
especially  of  antiseptic  midwifery,  to  the  importance  of  which  all  students, 
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practitioners,  and  nurses  are  now,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  thoroughly  alive. 
Briefly,  absolute  cleanliness  of  hands  and  instruments ;  the  disuse  of 
sponges  ;  the  thorough  washing  of  the  hands,  first  with  soap  and  water, 
then  with  antiseptic  lotions  (such  as  the  1  in  1000  solution  of  perchloride 
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of  mercury) ;  the  judicious  use  of  antiseptic  douches  before  and  after 
deliveiy  and  during  convalescence  ;  the  avoidance  of  needlessly-repeated 
vaginal  examinations ;  the  closure  with  aseptic  ligatures  of  all  attainable 
breaches  of  continuity  in  the  genital  tract,  such  as  lacerations  of  the 
perinseum  ;  attention  before  delivery  to  such  questions  of  hygiene  as 
drainage,  the  avoidance  of  contagion,  and  the  like,  form  the  main  head- 
ings of  this  all-important  topic. 
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When  once  the  conflagration  has  begun,  it  may  now  and  again  be 
possible  to  extinguish  it  soon  by  removing  any  obvious  source  of  mis- 
chief, such  as  by  washing  away  decomposing  materials  in  the  genital 
tract,  the  removal  of  the  patient  to  a  fresh  and  unvitiated  atmosphere, 
and  so  on ;  but  more  generally  our  aim  must  then  be  to  watch  the 
patient  until  the  septic  process  has  burnt  itself  out,  to  minimise  its 
ravages,  and  to  keep  her  alive  until  the  imminent  danger  is  over. 
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Chart  ti. 

On  the  first  advent  of  threatening  symptoms  the  possible  presence 
of  any  removable  cause  of  septic  infection  should  be  carefully  investigated. 

It  will  be  well  to  make  a  thorough  local  examination  to  see  whether 
there  be  any  sloughing  surfaces  about  the  vulva,  or  a  lacerated  peri- 
naeum,  which,  if  lacerated,  should  be  disinfected  as  completely  as  possible 
by  scraping,  dusting  with  iodoform,  and  the  like.  One  or  two  irriga- 
tions of  the  uterine  cavity,  which  should  be  administered  by  the  practi- 
tioner himself,  may  cut  short  a  threatened  attack  by  washing  away 
infecting  organic  matters.    Tincture  of  iodine  dropped  into  warm  Avater 
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until  it  is  of  a  dark  sherry  colour,  a  solution  of  creolin  in  water,  or  a 
1  in  2000  solution  of  perchloride  of  mercury,  are  amongst  those  which 
are  most  effective.  Subsequently  antiseptic  vaginal  douches  should  be 
given  night  and  morning.  The  value  of  such  antiseptic  irrigation  of  the 
uterine  cavity  cannot  be  exaggerated  in  any  case  in  which  decomposing 
portions  of  membranes  and  the  like  are  retained  in  utero.  It  is  not 
uncommon  under  such  circumstances  to  see  very  threatening  symptoms  at 
once  cut  short  (Chart  4),  and  there  are  few  cases  in  which  they  should  not 
be  administered.  To  be  effectual,  however,  the  irrigation  must  be  thorough, 
and  it  is  useless  to  trust  it  to  the  nurse,  as  is  frequently  done.  Two  or 
three  intra-uterine  douches  should  be  sufficient,  and  as  the  process  is  often 
painful,  and  always  annoying  to  the  patient,  it  is  rarely  needful  to  con- 
tinue it.  Of  late,  especially  in  Vienna,  curettement  of  the  uterine  cavity, 
followed  by  swabbing  with  liniraentum  iodii,  has  been  much  recommended. 
It  is  likely  to  be  very  useful  when  there  are  portions  of  retained  placenta 
in  the  uterus  ;  and  in  skilled  hands  it  is  a  very  effective  way  of  thoi'oughly 
disinfecting  the  uterine  cavity,  but  it  requires  a  certain  aptitude  and 
experience,  and  the  procedure  is  not  free  from  risk. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  house  should  be  investigated,  and,  if 
found  defective,  the  patient  should  be  removed  at  once  to  another  room, 
or  even  to  another  house,  if  practicable.  In  any  case  it  is  often  useful 
to  remove  the  patient  from  the  lying-in  chamber,  the  atmosphere  of 
which  must  generally  be  unwholesome  from  long  occupation,  even  if  it  be 
not  otherwise  tainted.  It  is  impossible  to  exaggerate  the  importance  of 
thorough  ventilation,  and  of  a  plentiful  supply  of  pure  fresh  air.  I  have 
frequently  been  struck  with  the  improvement  following  this  simple 
procedure. 

The  general  treatment  resolves  itself  into  measures  for  supporting  the 
strength  of  the  patient  during  the  progress  of  the  disease,  and  into 
the  administration  of  such  drugs  as  are  likely  to  alleviate  the  symptoms 
and  to  lessen  their  intensity. 

The  former  indication  is  best  met  by  administering  an  abundance  of 
easily  assimilated  nourishment  at  frequent  intervals,  say  every  second  or 
third  hour,  such  as  strong  beef  tea,  Brand's  essence,  milk,  eggs  beaten  up 
with  milk,  and  the  like  ;  and  nowhere  is  the  value  of  trained  and  efficient 
nursing  more  apparent  than  in  the  conduct  of  this  important  part  of  the 
treatment.  In  a  disease  in  which  there  is  generally  a  marked  tendency 
to  prostration  stimulants  will  sooner  or  later  be  required.  It  must  be 
admitted  that  they  have  often  been  given  in  needless  excess,  an  error 
which  it  is  necessary  to  guard  against ;  nevertheless,  in  bad  cases  their  use 
in  moderate  quantities  (such  as  a  tablespoonful  of  good  old  brandy  or 
whisky  every  four  or  six  hours)  will  be  very  valuable,  strictly  propor- 
tioning the  quantity  to  the  degree  of  debility  and  prostration.  In  very 
severe  cases,  in  which  the  pulse  is  rapid  and  thready,  and  there  is  much 
low  delirium,  tympanites  and  sweating,  their  free  use  in  larger  quantities 
may  be  necessary  to  save  the  life  of  the  patient. 

Medicinally,  drugs  which  lower  the  temperature  are  most  useful.  In 
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an  early  stage  probably  antipyrine  in  doses  of  20  grains,  combined  with 
30  minims  of  sal-volatile  to  counteract  depression,  answers  best;  or  in  its 
place  2  or  3  grains  of  salicylic  acid,  or  salicylate  of  soda,  may  be  given. 
These  cannot,  however,  be  continued  more  than  a  day  or  two,  and  later 
it  is  best  to  trust  to  the  antipyretic  action  of  quinine.  Quinine  is  not 
uncommonly  given  in  small  doses  of  5  grains  thrice  daily,  but  I  much 
prefer  to  administer  it  in  full  doses  of  20  grains  night  and  morn- 
ing ;  this  will  often  reduce  the  temperature  two  or  three  degrees. 
It  may  be  advantageously  combined  with  1.5  or  20  minims  of  tincture 
of  perchloride  of  iron,  with  a  drachm  of  glycerine,  thrice  daily.  The  iron 
is  unquestionably  a  valuable  drug,  and  the  glycerine,  by  its  antiseptic 
properties,  seems  to  lessen  the  distressing  tympanites  which  is  frequently 
present.  In  a  protracted  case  it  is  often  advisable  to  change  the  drug ; 
and,  not  rarely,  when  other  antipyretics  have  failed,  two  or  three  doses 
of  Warburg's  tincture  have  proved  very  efficacious  in  reducing  the 
temperature  (Charts  .5,  G  and  7). 

In  cases  marked  by  hyjjerpyrexia,  with  a  temperature  reaching  105° 
and  upwards,  cold  may  be  advantageously  tried  to  bring  down  the  body 
heat.  One  of  the  best  ways  of  applying  it  is  a  Thornton's  ice  cap,  by 
means  of  which  a  current  of  iced  water  is  kept  running  continuously  round 
the  head.  It  is  comforting  to  the  patient,  and  often  relieves  the  throbbing 
headache  from  which  she  suffers.  When  in  use  it  often  brings  down  the 
temperature  two  or  three  degrees.  The  external  application  of  cold,  by 
sponging  or  by  the  use  of  towels  soaked  in  ice  water,  may  be  tried  in  very 
severe  cases ;  but  this  treatment  is  troublesome,  and  as  it  is  palliative 
and  not  curative,  it  is  not  often  called  for. 

The  only  other  remedial  means  specially  calling  for  notice  is  the  use 
of  aperients,  formerly  much  employed.  In  the  early  stage  of  the  disease 
one  or  two  doses  of  calomel  (of  4  or  5  grains  each)  certainly  seem  to  act 
well,  and  may  generally  be  administered  with  advantage.  It  is  to  be 
remembered,  however,  that  as  the  disease  progresses,  diarrhoea,  often 
uncontrollable,  is  A'ery  apt  to  supervene,  and  aperients  should  therefore  be 
employed  with  caution. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  further  research  will  give  us  some  means  of 
counteracting  the  septic  state  of  the  lilood  ;  and  it  is  not  unreasonable  to 
look  for  some  valuable  aid  in  this  direction  from  the  advances  now  being 
made  in  sero-therapeutics. 

Abdominal  section  has  been  much  discussed  of  late  years  in  connec- 
tion with  puerperal  septicaemia.  The  successful  cases  have  been  chiefly 
where  localised  collections  of  pus  were  present,  as  in  pelvic  jDeritonitis,  or 
in  diffuse  general  peritonitis  occurring  six  or  seven  weeks  after  the  com- 
mencement of  the  disease.  Although  septic  in  origin,  such  cases  can 
scarcely  be  called  true  cases  of  puerperal  septicaemia.  In  the  acute  form 
of  the  disease,  with  great  abdominal  distension,  laparotomy  would  not 
only  be  a  most  difficult  and  hazardous  operation,  but  since  the  septic 
infection  is  general  and  not  local,  would  promise  little  or  no  hope  of 
benefit,  even  if  practicable. 
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In  every  case  special  events  and  complications  may  present  themselves 
for  which  no  exact  rules  of  management  can  be  laid  down,  and  which 
must  be  dealt  with  on  general  principles  as  they  arise. 

W.  S.  Playfair. 
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FURUNCLE 
(boils) 

A  FURUNCLE  is  accompanied  by  intense  inflammation  of  the  entire 
thickness  of  the  skin,  and  of  the  underlying  connective  tissue.  It 
commences  with  thickening  and  induration  of  the  dense  tissue  immediately 
surrounding  a  sweat  gland  or  hair  follicle,  and  produces  a  slight  eleva- 
tion of  the  skin,  which  rapidly  increases  until  the  third  or  fourth  day, 
when  it  attains  its  full  development.  The  area  which  it  now  occupies 
depends  upon  the  density  of  the  skin  and  the  facility  with  which  infiltra- 
tion has  occurred.  Sometimes  it  has  a  diameter  of  one  inch,  at  other 
times  of  more  than  five  inches.  The  central  portion  is  dusky  red  and 
surrounded  with  an  intensely  congested  zone  of  a  bright  red  colour ; 
beyond  this,  again,  is  an  area  which  is  less  congested,  but  often  contains  a 
considerable  quantity  of  oedema  fluid.  The  induration  about  the  centre 
is  sometimes  so  great  that  the  part  feels  like  a  piece  of  cartilage  set  in 
the  softer  tissues  round  it.  Very  soon  a  small  orifice  appears  at  the 
most  prominent  part  of  the  swelling,  and  through  this  orifice  a  small 
quantity  of  purulent  fluid,  and  later  the  characteristic  slough,  escape, 
leaving  behind  a  small  cavity,  with  ragged,  shreddy,  and  readily  bleeding 
walls.  The  slough  consists  of  a  network  of  coarse  connective  tissue, 
containing  in  its  interstices  a  quantity  of  pus  cells  and  micro-organisms. 
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With  the  escape  of  pus  and  separation  of  the  slough  the  tension  and 
pain  are  greatly  diminished.  The  healing  process  commences  in  the 
usual  manner,  and  finally  a  permanent  scar  results. 

Situation. — -Furuncles  may  occur  on  any  part  of  the  body,  but  the 
favourite  seats  are  those  parts  which  are  subject  to  dirt  or  friction,  such 
as  the  nape  of  the  neck,  the  nates,  the  outer  surface  of  the  thighs,  the 
auditory  meatus  and  nostrils.  They  are  very  rare,  however,  on  the  palm 
of  the  hand  and  sole  of  the  foot,  and  are  not  common  upon  the  al)domen  or 
scalp.  They  are  unusual  in  infants  and  in  persons  over  thirty,  but  are 
most  common  during  the  period  of  life  when  severe  and  irregular  exercise 
is  taken.    This  is  especially  noticeable  in  schoolboys  and  young  men. 

.etiology. — Women  are  much  less  frequently  attacked  than  men. 
Persons  whose  general  tone  is  impaired  by  poor  living,  or  l)y  a  severe 
illness,  are  very  prone  to  these  aftections ;  they  are  extremely  common  in 
l^ersons  who  suffer  from  diabetes,  and  not  uncommon  in  albuminuria. 
On  the  other  hand,  they  occur  in  young  people  while  training  for  certain 
sports,  more  especially  in  rowing  men,  who  are  apparently  in  good  health 
and  are  carefully  fed. 

Whatever  part  constitutional  states  may  jilay,  it  is  certain  that  the 
occurrence  of  a  furuncle  is  impossible  without  the  intervention  of  jw.s 
micro -orgimisms.  Staphylococcus  pyogenes  aureus  or  albus,  or  both 
togethei',  are  invariably  present,  and  p\;re  cultivations  of  these  organisms 
can  be  readily  obtained  by  transferring  a  little  of  the  pus  to  any  of  the 
nutrient  media  which  are  commonly  used  for  such  purposes.  When 
inoculated  into  man,  either  in  the  form  of  pure  culture  or  directly  from 
a  furuncle,  they  give  rise  to  similar  circumscril^ed  suppurative  inflamma- 
tions. This  has  been  repeatedly  demonstrated  by  good  ol)servers.  The 
occurrence  of  furuncles  in  successive  crops  is  due  to  reinoculation  from 
the  surface,  and  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  circulation.  The  impetigo 
or  scrum-pox  of  Rugby  footl^all  players,  descriljed  hy  Mr.  Armstrong  of 
Wellington  College  and  other  authors,  seems  to  be  traced  to  chafing 
by  jerseys  infested  with  pyogenetic  cocci.  Frequent  washing  and  stov- 
ing  of  flainiels  is  therefore  very  important  in  all  such  cases  [vide  art. 
"  Impetigo  "].  If  the  micro-organisms  were  carried  to  the  capillaries  of 
the  skin  l)y  the  blood-stream,  we  should  expect  to  find  evidence  of 
abscesses  localised  in  internal  organs.  Moreover,  if  the  skin  round  the 
furuncle  l)e  kept  perfectly  clean,  no  such  crops  occur. 

In  a  simple  furuncle  the  struggle  between  the  micro-organisms  and 
the  tissues  is  confined  to  the  abscess  wall ;  and,  though  inflammation  and 
oedema  may  exist  for  a  considerable  distance  round  it,  it  is  not  jjossible 
to  obtain  a  culture  from  the  oedema  fluid  of  this  area.  Sometimes,  how- 
ever, when  a  furuncle  is  large,  or  is  rapidly  followed  l)y  the  appearance  of 
others  in  its  vicinity,  the  first  barrier  is  transgressed,  and  the  organisms 
travel  along  the  lymphatic  channels,  causing  enlargement  of  the  glands 
which  drain  them.  At  other  times,  when  the  inflammation  is  yet  more 
severe,  this  second  line  of  defence  is  also  broken  through,  and  the 
organisms  gain  access  to  the  general  circulation,  thus  producing  septi- 
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Cfernia  which  may  be  complicated  by  the  formation  of  localised  abscesses, 
and  even  terminate  fatally. 

Treatment. — In  order  to  prevent  the  further  formation  of  furuncles 
the  whole  of  the  skin  should  be  thoi'oughly  cleansed  with  soap  and 
water,  and  the  parts  around  them  with  sublimate  lotion ;  the  furuncles 
must  be  covered  with  moist,  warm,  antiseptic  compresses  frequently 
changed,  and  the  underclothing  boiled  or  stoved.  The  patient  must  be 
warned  not  to  touch  the  affected  part  lest  he  inoculate  himself  elsewhere. 
A  furuncle  may  often  be  induced  to  aboi-t  by  injecting  a  few  di-ops 
of  carbolic  acid  into  its  centre.  If  pus  is  already  formed,  an  artificial 
opening  may  be  made  by  the  application  of  several  small  crystals 
of  carbolic  acid  in  succession  over  the  most  prominent  part  of  the 
swelling.  The  surrounding  skin  should  be  protected  with  vaseline  and 
the  excess  of  acid  mopped  up  as  the  crystals  liquefy.  The  crystals 
may  be  applied  with  a  heated  needle,  to  Avhich  they  readily  adhere.  This 
plan,  though  painless,  is  a  little  tedious.  Incisions  are  extremely  painful, 
and  few  people  will  submit  to  this  treatment.  There  is,  however,  no 
other  method  by  which  such  rapid  relief  may  be  given,  especially  Avhen 
the  boil  is  large  and  the  tension  great ;  and  in  those  extremely  painful 
forms  which  occur  in  the  auditoiy  meatus  and  nostrils. 

After  the  escape  of  pus  an  attempt  may  be  made  to  disinfect  the 
cavity  by  thrusting  into  it  a  few  more  crystals  of  carbolic  acid  by  means 
of  a  probe.  The  dressings  are  now  to  be  applied  and  changed  every  four 
hours.  The  double  cyanide  gauze,  which  is  both  absorbent  and  anti- 
septic, is  the  best ;  poultices,  however,  retain  their  heat  longer,  and  are 
far  more  effective  in  relieving  pain,  especially  when  there  are  a  number 
of  furuncles,  many  still  in  an  early  stage.  Unfortunately,  poultices 
are  not  absorbent,  and  the  discharge  is  apt  to  collect  beneath  them 
and  reinfect  the  neighbouring  skin.  This  risk  of  reinfection  can  be 
overcome  by  making  the  poultices  antiseptic.  For  this  purpose  two 
drachms  of  pure  carbolic  acid  should  be  added  to  half  a  pint  of  boiling 
water  together  with  or  immediately  before  the  addition  of  the  linseed 
meal.  The  poultice  Avill  contain  roughly  1  in  45  of  carbolic  acid,  and 
will  be  found  to  destroy  pus  micro-organisms ;  and  although  certain 
spore-bearing  bacilli  found  in  the  linseed,  and  at  times  on  the  skin,  are 
not  destroyed  by  it,  yet  their  growth  is  entirely  ari-ested.  Children  are 
soon  irritated  or  even  poisoned  by  the  use  of  carbolic  acid  on  the  skin ; 
less  must  be  used  for  them,  and  a  fresh  poultice  should  be  applied  every 
four  or  five  hours.  Before  applying  it  the  skin  should  be  freed  of  all 
discharge  and  well  disinfected. 

It  is  well  to  bear  in  mind  that  although  a  furuncle  is  a  comparatively 
insignificant  lesion,  it  may  at  times  and  in  unhealthy  persons  give  rise  to 
serious  trouble.  Its  proper  treatment  should,  therefore,  not  be  neglected. 
The  urine  should  be  tested,  and  if  sugar  or  albumin  be  found  the 
recognised  treatment  for  these  conditions  should  at  once  be  adopted.  If 
the  general  health  is  good,  and  the  furuncles  few  in  number,  no  drugs  are 
required  ;  good  plain  feeding  and  fresh  air  are  all  that  is  necessary.  If, 
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however,  the  furuncles  are  numerous  and  the  strength  failing,  large  doses 
of  iron  should  be  given.  The  various  drugs  alleged  to  have  special  heal- 
ing properties  in  these  affections  are,  so  far  as  we  know  at  the  present 
time,  quite  useless.  ^_  U^^^o^i^. 

CARBUNCLES 

The  relation  between  a  furuncle  and  a  carbuncle  is  a  simple  one. 
Their  etiology  and  pathology  are  the  same ;  clinically,  however,  they  are 
somewhat  different.  A  furuncle  has  one  suppurating  focus  which  results 
in  the  formation  of  a  single  orifice  :  a  carbuncle  consists  of  a  number  of 
furuncles  gi'ouped  together  upon  a  larger  area,  it  gives  rise  to  a  flattened 
rather  than  a  conical  elevation,  and  results  in  the  formation  of  several 
orifices  or  in  the  sloughing  of  a  large  portion  of  skin  :  a  carl)uncle  is  often 
attended  with  very  serious  consequences. 

It  occurs  more  often  in  advanced  life,  and  is  especially  common  in 
those  who  suffer  from  dial)etes  or  Bright's  disease.  It  Ijcgins  as  a  firm, 
painful  swelling  which  rapidly  spreads.  Its  colour,  at  first  red,  soon 
changes  to  purjile  or  varies  in  different  parts  so  as  to  appear  mottled.  It 
is  accompanied  by  a  rise  of  temperature  and  considerable  depression  of 
spirits.  Extensive  infiltration,  cartilaginous  firmness,  and  pain  are  the 
prominent  symptoms.  It  may  attain  enormous  dimensions ;  sometimes 
it  occupies  an  area  as  large  as  a  dinner-plate,  and  extends  deeply  into 
the  subjacent  tissues.  The  constitutional  symptoms  are  correspondingly 
severe.  It  is  indeed  in  these  progressive  forms  of  the  disease  that  death 
from  exhaustion  and  scpticsemia  are  to  be  feared  ;  even  in  those  which 
ai-e  more  limited  and  less  rapid  in  their  progress,  thrombo-phlebitis  and 
localised  al)scesses  are  by  no  means  uncommon. 

Treatment. — Bearing  in  mind  the  exhausting  effects  on  the  constitu- 
tion and  the  liability  to  such  serious  consequences,  it  will  be  understood 
that  the  treatment  of  carbuncle  must  be  energetic.  A  conical  or  crucial 
incision  should  he  made  under  strict  antiseptic  precautions,  and  the  in- 
fected tissues  scraped  with  a  sharp  spoon.  The  cavity  is  then  dried  as 
thoi'oughly  as  possiljle  and  disinfected  by  carefully  swabbing  the  whole 
raw  surface  with  pledgets  of  cotton  wool  soaked  in  pure  carljolic  acid  ; 
Init  l^efore  deciding  on  this  step  we  must  carefully  consider  the  size  of 
the  carbuncle  and  the  age  and  vitality  of  the  patient,  remembei'ing 
that,  unless  the  incision  be  made  early,  severe  hsemorrhage  may  occur. 
If  we  decide  on  incision  it  must  be  done  at  once.  Every  delay  adds  to 
the  danger,  not  only  by  increasing  the  liability  to  haemorrhage,  but  also 
by  I'educing  the  strength  of  the  patient.  During  the  last  few  years  good 
results  have  been  obtained  by  injecting  carbolic  acid  at  several  points 
round  the  circumference  of  the  carbuncle.  This  plan  has  been  especially 
advocated  for  checking  the  advance  of  facial  carbuncles,  which  are  excep- 
tionally dangerous  owing  to  the  close  connections  IjetAveen  the  veins  of 
the  face  and  those  at  the  Ijase  of  the  lirain.  For  those  who  refuse 
operation  we  have  to  decide  between  hot  and  cold  applications.    If  the 
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carbuncle  l)e  in  an  early  stage,  fi-equent  poulticing  is  without  douljt  the 
best  form  of  local  treatment.  It  increases  the  vascularity  and  local 
reaction,  which  at  the  present  day  we  know  to  be  powerful  factors  in 
bringing  about  the  teimination  of  localised  diseases.  If,  however,  the 
carbuncle  be  large  and  shows  signs  of  spi'eading,  and  especially  if  the 
general  health  l)e  poor,  ice  compresses  should  be  applied  continuously  in 
the  hope  of  diminishing  the  activity  of  the  disease,  and  thus  lessening 
the  quantity  of  poison  which  is  absorl^ed  into  the  system.  It  is  just 
possible  that  by  this  means  we  may  foi'  a  time  give  the  body  a  rest,  so 
to  speak,  from  a  ljurden  which  is  proving  too  severe  for  it,  and  Ijy 
allowing  it  to  recover  a  little  strength  enable  it  finally  to  overcome  the 
disease.  Meanwhile  the  general  surface  should  be  kept  very  warm,  and 
opium  given  to  allay  pain. 

Great  care  should  l)e  taken  to  support  the  strength  l>y  careful  feeding, 
and  large  doses  of  some  easily-digested  form  of  iron  should  be  prescriljed. 
For  old  and  weakly  persons  alcohol  is  essential,  and,  in  the  absence  of 
special  indications,  such  as  glycosuria,  they  may  be  allowed  to  choose  the 
drink  they  like  best.  The  bowels  should  be  carefully  attended  to,  and 
the  examination  of  the  urine  foi'  albumin  and  sugar  never  omitted. 

The  occurrence  of  thrombo-phlebitis  must  be  carefully  watched  for, 

and  when  detected  the  limlj  should  be  slightly  elevated,  surrounded  with 

several  layers  of  cotton  wool,  and  kept  absolutely  at  rest.    Excision  of 

the  throml)osed  vein  is  a  very  seiious  undertaking  in  old  persons  whose 

vitality  is  already  much  reduced.    Ligature  of  the  vein  on  the  cardiac 

side,  a  less  severe  operation,  may  be  performed  if  some  such  step  seem 

desirable.  r, 

A\.  S.  Melsome. 


EPIDEMIC  PNEUMONIA 

Apart  from  its  occurrence  as  a  sequela  of  certain  zymotic  diseases, 
croupous  pneumonia  is  met  with  not  only  in  sporadic  cases,  but  also 
in  groups,  and  occasionally  in  more  or  less  extensive  epidemics,  with 
clear  evidence  of  infection  from  person  to  person.  The  proof  of  infec- 
tiveness  is  strengthened  by  the  discovery  that  the  tissues  and  sputa 
of  pneumonic  patients  contain  specific  micro-organisms  which  can  be 
cultivated,  and  have  the  power  of  reproducing  the  disease  when  inocu- 
lated into  lower  animals  :  moreover,  Dr.  Klein  has  found  that  animals 
so  inoculated  become  centres  of  infection  to  others  kept  near  them. 
Pneumonia  of  this  kind  is  to  be  regarded,  not  as  an  affection  of  the  lung 
simply,  but  rather  as  a  constitutional  infection — a  "  pneumonic  fever  " 
— of  which  pulmonary  and  pleural  lesions  are  only  the  local,  and  not 
necessarily  constant  manifestations.  Perhaps  it  would  be  more  correct 
to  speak  of  pneumonic  fevers  in  the  plural,  for  it  seems  that  more 
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than  one  kind  of  microbe  can  give  rise  to  infectious  pneumonia.  At  any 
rate,  some  of  the  sporadic  cases  are  of  like  nature,  as  bacteriological 
examination  proves,  notwithstanding  the  frequent  absence  of  any  clue 
to  the  source  of  infection  and  of  extension  of  the  malady  to  other 
persons.  Similar  obscurity  often  surrounds  the  etiology  of  enteric 
fever,  diphtheria,  and  other  diseases  of  the  mobile  and  more  or  less 
saprophytic  class.  It  is  more  than  possible  that  such  diseases  may 
occur  in  forms  so  modified  or  attenuated  as  to  be  distinguishable  with 
difficulty,  if  at  all ;  or  that  their  continuity  may  be  maintained  in  lower 
animals,  or  even  in  external  media  such  as  soil. 

Although  epidemics  have  been  recorded  in  this  country  for  nearly 
two  centuries,  much  of  our  present  knowledge  of  infectious  jineumonia 
dates  from  1888,  when  an  outbreak  of  unusual  extent  and  severity 
occurred  at  Middlesborough,  and  was  carefully  studied  by  Dr.  Ballard. 
The  ordinary  clinical  history,  in  attacks  admittedly  of  the  infective 
kind,  may  perhaps  best  be  gathered  from  his  observations,  which  were 
briefly  as  follows  : — 

The  incubation  was  short,  not  exceeding  five  or  seven  days ;  and 
here  it  may  be  remarked  that  in  other  epidemics  the  latent  period. has 
seemed  to  be  shorter  still,  sometimes  not  more  than  one  or  two  days. 
The  onset  of  the  symptoms  was  sudden,  with  rigors,  pain  in  the  side  or 
epigastrium,  amd  rapid  rise  of  temperature,  often  accompanied  with 
vomiting  and  diarrhoea.  The  temperature  sometimes  reached  104  ' 
within  a  few  hours;  the  highest  point  recorded  was  105°  on  the 
morning  of  the  third  day.  Delirium  almost  invariably  set  in,  occasion- 
ally as  early  as  the  first  day,  but  more  commonly  on  the  second  or 
third.  As  a  rule,  the  physical  signs  of  pleuro-pneumonia  were  observed, 
in  one  or  both  lungs,  on  the  second  day  ;  but  in  many  cases  they  were 
delayed  and  of  slight  intensity  ;  generally  speaking,  "  the  constitutional 
disturbance  was  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  evidence  of  local  pulmonary 
disease."  There  was  not  much  cough,  but  the  sputa  presented  the 
characters  usual  in  pneumonia.  The  tongue,  in  fully-develoi^ed  attacks, 
was  dry  and  brown,  with  moist  white  edges.  Fatal  cases  for  the  most 
part  terminated  on  the  third,  fourth,  or  fifth  day  of  illness,  or,  at  all 
events,  within  a  week.  Convalescence  usually  began  by  crisis  on  the 
seventh  to  the  tenth  day.  Three  or  four  days  after  the  crisis  a  relapse 
sometimes  occurred,  which  often  coincided  with  commencing  pneumonia  in 
the  other  lung.  Among  the  occasional  phenomena  to  which  Dr.  Ballard 
directed  attention  were  haemorrhages  (especially  epistaxis,  which  some- 
times ajipeared  to  be  critical),  and  painful  swellings  of  the  knees,  ankles, 
shoulders  and  other  joints.  By  other  observers,  and  in  other  localities, 
similar  arthritic  complications  have  been  found  to  be  due  to  the  specific 
pneumococcus.  In  only  one  of  the  cases  seen  by  Dr.  Ballard  was  there 
any  herpetic  erujition  about  the  mouth.  The  mortality  was  very  high. 
Out  of  682  attacks  which  came  under  observation,  143  (21  per  cent) 
were  fatal.  In  the  workhouse  the  proportion  was  over  40  per  cent ; 
and  it  was  exceptionally  high  also  in  certain  portions  of  the  town. 
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Two  years  later  an  epidemic  on  a  smaller  scale  occurred  at  the 
village  of  Scotter,  in  Lincolnshire,  and  was  investigated  by  Dr,  Parsons. 
Here  the  more  severe  cases,  which  were  ^practically  limited  to  adults 
and  aged  persons,  corresponded  closely  with  the  above  description ;  but 
at  the  same  time  there  was  among  children  a  widespread  prevalence  of 
a  slight  and  ill-defined  form  of  sickness,  marked  principally  by  headache, 
vomiting,  diarrhoea,  and  some  rise  of  temperature.  Proof  is  wanting 
of  the  identity  of  these  slight  attacks  with  true  "  pneumonic  fever,"  but 
the  probability  seems  to  lie  in  that  direction. 

Several  other  village  epidemics  of  severe  type  have  been  recorded 
in  recent  years  :  one,  for  example,  in  the  spring  of  1893  at  Yeadon, 
reported  by  Dr.  Eussell  M'Lean,  where  the  non-fatal  cases  ended  by 
crises  between  the  third  and  eighth  days,  usually  on  the  sixth.  As  early 
as  1875  Mr.  Wynter  Blyth  called  attention  to  the  infectious  chai'acter 
of  the  pneumonia  then  prevalent  in  certain  North  Devon  villages. 

Sometimes  the  prevalence  has  been  limited  to  particular  streets,  or 
to  certain  industrial  sections  of  the  population.  Still  more  localised 
epidemics  have  occurred  in  barracks,  schools,  hospitals,  workhouses, 
prisons,  and  on  board  ship ;  usually  in  association  with  unwholesome 
conditions  which  may  be  thought  likely  to  offer  maximum  facilities  for  the 
transmission  of  infection,  and  to  lessen  the  resistance  to  disease.  And, 
lastly,  both  in  epidemic  and  in  non-epidemic  times,  groups  of  cases  are 
met  with  in  single  households,  often  without  any  clue  to  importation  of 
infection  from  without,  and  here  the  type  is  frequently  most  fatal,  and 
the  indication  of  infection  from  person  to  person  most  convincing. 

etiology. — The  incidence  of  attack,  and  case-mortality  too,  increase 
with  advancing  years,  from  childhood  onwards.  Thus  at  Middlesborough 
Dr.  Ballard  found  the  following  relation  to  age,  in  cases  which  were 
fully  recorded : — 


Years  of  Age. 

Attacks. 

Deaths. 

Estimated 
Attack-Rate 

per  1000 
Population. 

Case  Mortality. 

M. 

F. 

M.  &  F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  & 
F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  &  F. 

0  to  41 
15  to  45 
45  to  65 
Over  65 

123 
263 
88 
18 

84 
58 
36 
12 

207 
321 
124 
30 

13 
55 
37 
5 

4 
12 
9 
8 

17 
67 
46 
13 

10-8 
16-3 
34-3 
53-4 

10-6 
20-9 
42-0 
27-8 

4-8 
20-7 
25-0 
66-6 

8-2 
20'9 
37-1 
43-3 

All  ages 

492 

190 

682 

110 

33 

143 

16-7 

22-4 

17-4 

21-1 

The  usual  experience  is  that  attacks  of  pneumonia  are  less  fatal,  but 
much  more  common  in  men  than  in  women,  the  net  result  being  a 
higher  death-rate  among  the  former.  In  the  Middlesborough  epidemic, 
however,  the  case  mortality  was  lower  among  females,  except  at  ages 
above  sixty-five. 
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Debility,  especially  if  due  to  habits  of  intemperance,  must  be 
counted  among  the  most  important  of  the  conditions  which  dis- 
pose to  infection  and  lessen  the  chance  of  recovery.  Wherever  the 
opportunity  for  comparison  has  arisen,  the  fatality  has  been  found 
excessive  among  intemperate  persons,  and  also  among  the  poor  and 
aged.  Most  observers  agree  with  Hirsch  in  classing  infectious  pneu- 
monia with  the  filth  diseases,  in  the  sense  that  its  incidence,  and  severity 
tend  to  be  greatest  where  insanitary  conditions  exist,  whether  drainage 
defects,  effluvia  from  foul  accumulations,  overcrowding,  insufficient 
ventilation,  or  unhealthy  surroundings  of  other  kinds.  Striking  in- 
stances are  on  record  in  which  localised  outbreaks  of  so-called  "  pytho- 
genic  pneumonia"  have  followed  closely  upon  exposure  to  air  from 
foul  drains.  The  effect  of  climatic  conditions  is  not  always  clear,  but 
it  seems  that  cold,  and  especially  sudden  and  frequent  changes  of 
temperature,  are  important  disposing  conditions ;  and  the  same  may 
be  said  of  absence  of  rain  and  low  level  of  subsoil  water,  which  connote 
dryness  of  air  and  soil.  The  Middlesborough  epidemic,  after  extending 
during  a  period  of  comparative  drought,  appeared  to  be  arrested  by 
heavy  rain.  The  seasonal  curve  is  probably  not  very  different  from  that 
of  the  aggregate  of  fatal  "  pneumonia  "  of  all  kinds,  as  recorded  in  the 
Registrar-General's  reports,  which  is  above  the  mean  from  November 
to  April.  Epidemics  have  occurred  in  the  summer  and  autumn,  but 
by  far  the  greater  number  take  place  in  the  winter  and  spring.  Oc- 
casionally there  is  some  indication  of  endemic  localisation,  repeated 
epidemics  following  each  other  at  intervals  in  the  same  community. 
The  geographical  distribution  of  epidemic  pneumonia  is  not  without 
interest  in  this  connection.  Hirsch  recounts  many  epidemics  in  the 
several  countries  of  Europe,  from  the  sixteenth  century  onwards,  nearly 
all  of  them  presenting  in  a  very  marked  degree  the  fatal  typhoid  or 
asthenic  type  which  characterises  these  outbreaks  in  general.  In  some 
of  the  higher  Swiss  valleys  it  recurs  almost  annually,  in  the  spring,  and 
is  known  as  the  Alpenstich.  In  Italy  and  France  and  adjacent  countries 
it  has  more  than  once  attained  pandemic  diffusion,  but  although 
epidemics  have  been  frequent  in'  Europe  during  the  nineteenth  century 
"  they  have  been  mostly  far  apart  and  confined  within  narrow  limits." 
North  America  has  suffered  severely,  especially  from  1812  to  1825; 
but  here  again  the  seasonal  curve  was  strongly  marked,  and  the 
prevalence  was  to  a  great  extent  limited  to  the  winter  and  spring 
seasons.  Both  in  America  and  in  Africa  the  negro  races  have  been 
found  to  be  specially  susceptible  to  pneumonia. 

As  already  stated,  the  infection  is  probably  not  always  of  the  same 
kind.  At  least  three  different  microbes  have  been  regarded,  on  ap- 
parently conclusive  evidence,  as  pathogenetic  in  infectious  pneumonia  : 
an  oval  capsulated  micrococcus,  described  by  Friedlander ;  a  capsulated 
diplococcus,  by  Frankel  and  Weichselbaum ;  and  a  bacillus,  found  by 
Klein  in  the  Middlesborough  and  Scotter  epidemics.  Each  of  these  can 
be  cultivated  and  inoculated  upon  lower  animals.    Miniature  epidemics 
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have  occurred  among  monkeys,  guinea-pigs  and  mice,  when  some  of 
their  number  had  been  inoculated  with  Klein's  bacillus.  The  same 
bacillus  was  found  in  several  samples  of  bacon  obtained  in  Middles- 
borough  during  the  epidemic,  and  in  all  which  came  from  infected 
houses ;  but  the  proof  that  infection  was  actually  imparted  to  man  in 
this  way  was  necessarily  incomplete.  Evidence  is  also  wanting  as  to 
the  possibility  of  water  or  milk  conveying  infection ;  no  recorded  out- 
break of  pneumonia  has  been  traced  to  such  a  source. 

It  may  safely  be  assumed  that  the  infection  is  given  off,  or  tends  to 
be  given  off,  in  the  breath  and  sputa,  and  possibly  in  other  modes  also  ; 
and  that  it  is  acquired  by  inhalation  and  perhaps  by  swallowing.  The 
facility  of  transmission  from  person  to  person  is  largely  determined  by 
lowered  vitality  on  the  part  of  the  recipient,  and  by  close  and  prolonged 
contact  with  the  patient,  especially  if  in  a  confined  atmosphere.  Whether, 
apart  from  this,  the  transmission  requires  an  exceptional  intensification 
of  the  virus,  or  is  of  frequent  though  unobserved  occurrence  in  series 
of  cases  too  slight  and  indefinite  in  character  to  be  recognised  as  pneu- 
monia, cannot  be  decided  by  the  light  of  present  evidence.  Nor  is  it 
at  all  clear  what  is  the  true  relation  of  epidemic  pneumonia  to  other 
infective  diseases  with  which  it  is  not  infrequently  associated  in  locality 
and  time,  and  even  in  sequence  of  attack  in  the  same  individual ;  such 
diseases,  are  enteric  fever,  influenza,  and  malarial  fevers  [vide  art.  on 
"  Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis  "].  It  has  been  suggested  that  there  may  be 
an  underlying  identity,  that  the  pneumonic  fever  may  be  in  truth  only 
a  variety  of  one  or  other  of  those  zymotics,  but  the  bacteriological 
aspects  of  well-marked  epidemics  of  pneumonia  lend  little  support  to 
this  view.  Dr.  Klein  has  found  the  Middlesborough  bacillus  in  two 
out  of  five  cases  examined  in  which  croupous  pneumonia  followed 
influenza,  so  that  the  occasional  sequence  of  the  two  different  infections 
must  be  admitted. 

The  recognition  of  the  infective  character  of  croupous  pneumonia 
at  once  suggests  the  application  of  ordinary  preventive  measures  of 
isolation  and  disinfection.  Treatment  will  be  considered  in  another 
section. 

Arthur  Whitelegge. 


EPIDEMIC  CEREBRO-SPINAL  MENINGITIS 

Synonyms. — Cerebro-spinal  fever.  Malignant  pui'puric  fever. 

Cerebpo-spinal  Meningitis,  in  its  epidemic  form,  is  a  disease  of  which 
we  in  England  have  had  very  scanty  experience.  Yet  there  are  many 
reasons  why  we  should  not  neglect  to  consider  it ;  its  historical  and 
geographical  interest  is  great ;  its  exact  etiology  is  yet  undiscovered  ;  and 
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a  country,  hitherto  immune,  cannot  expect  always  to  escape  outbreaks 
in  the  future. 

This  disease  was  unknown,  or  at  least  undistinguished,  till  the  pre- 
sent century ;  within  the  nineteenth  century  thei-e  have  been  two  wide- 
spread epidemics  of  it  in  Europe,  and  three  in  the  United  States. 

Professor  Hirsch,  upon  whose  exhaustive  writings  I  must  largely 
draw,  divides  the  history  of  epidemic  cerebro-spinal  meningitis  into  four 
periods  (1). 

The  first  of  these  periods  ranges  from  1805  to  1830.  In  Europe 
the  outbreaks  were  then  isolated  and  not  very  extensive  ;  as  at  Geneva 
(1805),  at  Grenoble  and  Paris  (ISIU),  Metz  (1815),  in  the  province  of 
Genoa  (1815),  at  Vesoul  (1822),  in  Westphalia,  and  jDOSsibly  at  some  other 
places,  as,  for  instance,  in  Sunderland  (1830).  But  in  the  United  States 
this  period  was  characterised  by  a  widespread  epidemic,  including 
the  New  England  states  (1814  to  1816),  and  other  more  westerly 
states  as  far  as  Kentucky  and  Ohio  (1808).  Nor  was  Canada  altogether 
exempt. 

The  second  period  is  from  1837  to  1850.  France  was  first  attacked ; 
in  1837  the  disease  began  in  two  separate  districts  of  the  south  of 
France — namely,  Bayonne  and  the  valley  of  the  Adour  on  the  one  hand, 
Foix  and  Narbonne  on  the  other — and.  thence  spread  through  towns  of 
S.W.  and  S.E.  France  respectively.  In  many  instances  the  epidemic  was 
limited  to  the  garrison  of  a  town  ;  and  an  epidemic  at  Versailles  appeared 
to  be  produced  by  the  transference  thither  of  soldiers  from  an  infected 
spot.  Other  independent  foci  appeared  in  N.E.  France,  as  at  Metz 
(1839  to  1840),  and  N.W.  France,  as  at  Laval  (1840),  Brest,  Caen,  and 
Cherbourg,  whence  the  disease  also  spread  mainly,  but  not  wholly, 
among  garrisons.  These  outbreaks  continued  till  1842  and  then  abated, 
but  from  1846  to  1850  a  fresh  series  appeared,  chiefly  in  garrison  towns 
of  N.E.  and  S.E.  France,  but  also  in  Orleans  and  Paris.  Throughout  this 
French  epidemic  the  central  parts  of  France  were  the  least  affected. 

Coincidently,  and  doubtless  in  connection  with  the  French  epidemic, 
there  occurred  an  epidemic  in  Algiers  (1840  to  1847). 

Southern  Italy  and  Sicily  were  severely  attacked  between  1840  and 
1845,  the  disease  spreading  ■widely  among  the  villages.  In  Denmark 
also  and  Iceland  the  disease  was  widely  prevalent  between  1845  and 
1848.  ^ 

In  no  other  European  country  was  there  a  severe  and  extensive 
pestilence,  though  minor  outbreaks  were  reported  from  various  places, 
as  from  Gibraltar  in  1847  (2).  In  Great  Britain  certain  cases  appeared 
in  Irish  workhouses  in  Dublin,  Bray,  and  Belfast  (1846),  and  some  at 
Liverpool. 

The  United  States  were  again  the  theatre  of  a  widespread  epidemic, 
which  manifested  itself  in  the  western  and  southern  states,  "  at  places  as 
remote  as  possible  from  Transatlantic  communication,  and  hundreds  of 
miles  distant  from  each  other "  (3).  Somewhat  later  it  ajipeared  in 
Pennsylvania  (1848),  and  at  New  Orleans  (1850). 
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The  third  period,  1854  to  1874,  exhibited  quite  a  different  distribu- 
tion of  the  disease  in  Europe.  The  countries  of  South  and  West  Europe 
(except  for  a  somewhat  wide  epidemic  in  South  Italy,  an  outbreak  in 
Portugal  and  one  in  Ireland)  were  spared  ;  Sweden,  Germany,  and  some 
parts  of  Russia  were  the  chief  sufferers. 

Beginning  at  Gothenburg  in  1854,  and  reinforced  from  other  foci  in 
the  south  of  Sweden  in  the  following  year,  the  disease  spread  through 
Sweden  in  a  northerly  direction.  The  outbreaks,  which  proved  extremely 
fatal,  appeared  in  winter  or  spring-time,  and  gradually  extended  north- 
wards till  in  1858  the  latitude  of  63°  N.  was  reached.  After  that  year 
the  pestilence  gradually  declined.  The  neighbouring  countries  of  Nor- 
way and  Denmark  did  not  wholly  escape. 

In  1861  to  1862  there  were  outbreaks  in  Portugal. 

Next  Germany  was  widely  ravaged.  The  disease  appeared  in  North 
Germany,  namely,  in  the  eastern  districts  of  Silesia  (1863),  Posen, 
Pomerania,  East  and  West  Prussia ;  and  also  in  Brandenburg,  Saxony, 
Hanover,  etc.  Southern  Germany  was  severely  attacked ;  beginning  at 
Erlangen  and  Nuremburg  (1864),  the  disease  spread  over  the  bidk  of 
Bavaria,  and  appeared  also  in  Hesse  and  Baden.  The  acme  of  the  German 
epidemic  was  in  1864  and  1865  ;  after  1866  the  outbreaks  became  limited 
and  scanty. 

Austria  and  Hungary  largely  escaped.  Russia  suffered  at  various 
points,  and  notably  in  the  Crimea  (1867  to  1868). 

At  Dublin  and  in  some  other  parts  of  Ireland  (1866  and  1867)  there 
was  an  epidemic  which  affected  both  the  troops  quartered  there  and  the 
civil  population.  There  were  some  scattered  cases  in  England,  namely, 
in  Rochester  and  South  London,  and  a  small  epidemic  at  Bardney  in 
Lincolnshire. 

The  United  States  witnessed  a  third  great  epidemic.  This  began  in 
North  Carolina  and  in  New  York  State  (1856  to  1857),  spread  widely 
during  the  War  of  Secession  (1861  to  1863),  and  afterwards  covered 
nearly  the  whole  area  of  the  States,  and  did  not  subside  till  1874.-^ 

Hirsch's  fourth  period,  namely,  from  1876  to  1884,  to  which  we  may 
fairly  add  the  next  ten  years,  is  one  of  quiescence.  There  have  been  no 
great  epidemics,  though  limited  outbreaks  have  been  reported  at  intervals 
from  divers  countries.  In  Great  Britain  we  may  mention  sundry  minor 
attacks,  as  at  Dublin  (1885  to  1886),  Birmingham  and  its  neighbourhood 
(1876),  Galston  near  Kilmarnock  (1884),  and  certain  villages  in  the 
eastern  counties  (1890). 

Epidemic  cerebro- spinal  meningitis  may  be  regarded  in  a  twofold 
light:  (1)  as  an  acute  specific  fever;  (2)  as  a  disease  which,  like  many 
other  specific  fevers,  is  characterised  by  certain  definite  local  lesions. 

Morbid  Anatomy. — This  consists  essentially  in  an  acute  inflammation 

^  Stille's  table  (1883)  of  the  annual  deaths  from  this  cause  in  Pennsylvania  showed 
that  although  the  numbers  dropped  from  246  in  1873  to  82  in  1874,  they  still  remained  high, 
ranging  from  56  to  90  per  annum.  Pepper's  continuation  of  this  table  shows  a  sudden 
rise  in  1884  to  124  deaths,  then  a  decrease  to  23  in  1891. 
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of  the  pia-arachnoid,  both  of  the  brain  and  cord,  usually  manifesting 
itself  by  a  purulent  effusion  into  the  sub-arachnoid  space.  In  some  few 
cases,  indeed,  where  death  has  taken  place  at  a  very  early  stage,  no 
effusion  may  be  perceptible  to  the  naked  eye,  nothing  more  being 
evident  than  mere  hyperemia,  or  (it  may  be)  cloudiness  of  the  membranes. 
Even  then,  however,  the  microscope  may  show  that  they  are  infiltrated 
with  cells.  But  most  commonly  the  effusion  is  visible.  This  when 
quite  recent  may  appear  serous  or  simply  cloudy,  or  it  may  be  blood- 
stained, or  again  it  may  be  transparent  and  gelatinous  in  consistence ; 
l)ut  most  commonly  it  is  purulent,  either  yellowish  and  semi-solid  like 
l^utter,  or  a  purulent  liquid.  Such  jjurulent  effusion  has,  indeed,  been 
found  where  death  took  place  only  five  hours  after  the  onset  (4).  The 
pus  is  in  the  sub-arachnoid  space,  and  thus  remains  in  situ  after  removal 
of  the  dura.  Uijon  the  brain  it  is  distributed  either  at  the  base  only 
or  over  the  hemispheres,  or  in  both  places,  and  also  upon  the  cere- 
bellum. It  may  occur  in  streaks  and  patches  along  the  line  of  the  vessels, 
or  in  the  recesses  of  the  fissures  and  sulci,  or  in  a  more  or  less  continuous 
sheet  covering  the  whole  brain.  Of  the  cord  it  affects  by  preference  the 
posterior  aspect,  and  the  dorsal  and  lumbar  regions  and  cauda  equina, 
rather  than  the  cervical  region  ;  but  the  whole  cord  may  be  covered  by  it 
and  the  nerve-roots  as  well.  An  effusion,  though  less  frequently  purulent, 
may  take  place  into  the  ventricles  of  the  brain,  resulting  from  inflammation 
of  the  choroid  plexus.  There  is  therefore  nothing  to  distinguish  acute 
meningitis  of  the  epidemic  type  from  that  due  to  any  other  constitu- 
tional cause,  tubercle  excepted. 

The  effusion  consists,  according  to  von  Ziemssen,  of  pus  cells, 
granules,  fibrin  and  mucin.  Micrococci,  have  been  found  in  it — to 
which  point  we  shall  return  later. 

Dr.  Burdon- Sanderson  says  the  cells  bear  a  general  resemblance 
to  pus  cells,  but  are  less  uniform  in  size  and  character.  They  may  form 
almost  a  continuous  layer,  or  may  be  embedded  in  a  granular  amorphous 
interstitial  substance. 

In  the  two  cases  examined  by  Flexner  and  Barker  they  found  three 
varieties  of  cells,  namely,  small  round  cells  with  one  large  nucleus  (lympho- 
cytes), large  and  more  irregularlj'  shaped  cells  with  several  nuclei 
(leucocytes),  and  larger  cells  of  epithelioid  type  with  vesicular  nuclei, 
and  some  red  blood -cells.  There  was  an  amorphous  intercellular  sub- 
stance staining  deeply  with  logwood ;  a  little  fibrin  in  one  case  and 
none  in  the  other. 

The  subjacent  nerve  centres  are  also  involved  in  the  morbid  process. 
This  may  be  recognised  to  a  certain  extent  from  their  naked-eye  appear- 
ance— the  surface  of  the  brain  being  either  congested,  or,  i^erhaj^s  more 
commonly,  sodden,  soft  and  pale — but  it  is  more  definitely  ascertained 
by  microscopic  sections.  These  show  that  the  cell  infiltration  spreads, 
as  we  might  exjiect,  by  contiguity  into  the  suj^erficial  layers  of  the  brain 
and  cord,  and  further  that  it  penetrates  still  more  deeply  along  the 
sheaths  of  the  vessels  that  dip  into  the  nerve  substance.  Microscojoic 
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abscesses  and  haemorrhages  may  thus  arise,  and  sometimes  these  are 
large  enough  to  be  visible  to  the  naked  eye.^ 

There  is  little  to  be  said  about  the  other  organs  of  the  body.  The 
skin  may  exhibit  the  remains  of  eruptions.  There  may  be  marked 
post-mortem  lividity,  fluidity  of  blood,  and  ecchymoses  of  internal  organs, 
as  in  other  acute  blood  diseases.  The  skull-bones  and  dura  are  often 
highly  congested.  The  spleen  may  or  may  not  be  enlarged.  Bronchitis, 
broncho -pneumonia,  and  hypostatic  congestion  of  the  lungs  may  be 
present  (the  patients  often  dying  from  pulmonary  embarrassment).  Some- 
times there  is  lobar  pneumonia  or  acute  pleurisy ;  sometimes  endo- 
carditis or  pericarditis.    But  the  meningitis  is  the  only  essential  lesion. 

Any  description  of  the  symptoms  and  course  of  this  disease  must  be 
prefaced  by  the  statement  that  they  are  liable  to  much  more  variation 
than  is  usual  in  specific  fevers,  both  in  different  epidemics  and  in 
different  cases  of  the  same  epidemic.  Nevertheless  there  are  certain 
cardinal  symptoms;  namely,  on  the  constitutional  side — fever  of  sudden 
onset,  with  depression  of  the  vital  powers,  with  or  without  rash  ;  on 
the  nervous  side — pain  in  the  head  and  neck,  retraction  of  the  head,  and 
oftentimes  delirium  and  coma  :  and  out  of  the  commonest  symptoms 
and  their  most  frequent  association  authors  have  endeavoured  to  con- 
stn;ct  a  "  simple  type  "  of  the  disease. 

In  this  type  there  may  be  prodroma,  such  as  chills,  malaise, 
headache,  vague  pains  in  the  back  and  limbs ;  or  the  disease  may 
commence  suddenly  with  a  rigor,  fever,  severe  vomiting,  vertigo,  and 
above  all  with  pain  in  the  head,  chiefly  at  the  occiput.  This  pain  is 
intense,  and  accompanied  or  soon  followed  by  stiffness  at  the  back  of  the 
neck,  or  actual  retraction  of  the  head.  The  pain  is  apt  to  spread  down 
the  spinal  column  and  to  radiate  into  the  limbs  and  abdomen.  Along 
with  it  there  may  be  tenderness  of  the  skin  of  the  trunk.  The  eyes  are 
suffused,  the  pupils  (at  this  stage)  are  often  small,  the  face  pale,  and  the 
mind  clear ;  an  extreme  restlessness  is  common,  a  lethargy  is  less 
frequent. 

In  mild  cases  the  disease  may  stop  short  here  and  the  symptoms 
pass  off ;  in  severe  cases  they  become  worse,  the  pain  increases,  the 
rigidity  of  the  neck  spreads  down  the  spine,  producing  perhaps  actual 
opisthotonus,  the  mind  begins  to  wander,  or  downright  delirium  sets  in, 
which  may  pass  into  furious  mania.  At  such  a  stage,  after  only  a  few 
days'  illness,  the  patient  may  die,  apparently  from  the  mere  violence  of 
the  nervous  symptoms. 

But  if  neither  death  nor  abatement  of  the  disease  take  place,  the 
delirium  is  often  succeeded  by  coma.  The  two  conditions  may  alternate, 
or  the  coma  may  be  persistent  and  eventually  deepen  into  death.  But 
should  the  coma  also  clear  up,  the  patient,  after  a  varying  interval, 

'  Striimpell,  who  has  drawn  special  attention  to  this  process,  believes  tliat  the  inflamma- 
tion thus  set  up  is  by  no  means  limited  to  the  surface  of  the  brain.  He  also  thinks  that  a 
large  localised  abscess  may  arise  after,  and  in  consequence  of  an  attack  of  epidemic  cerebro- 
spinal meningitis. — Deutsches  Archiv  f.  klin.  Med.  xxx.  pp.  523  foil. 
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and  in  an  extreme  condition  of  emaciation  and  enfeeblement,  enters  on  a 
tedious  convalescence. 

Other  common  events  are — (1)  cutaneous  eruptions,  notably  herpes, 
and  petechial  spots ;  (2)  affections  of  the  eye  and  ear,  which  too  often 
prove  irremediable. 

The  duration  of  the  attack  varies  greatly— from  two  or  three  days 
to  three  or  four  weeks  or  more.  Death  may  occur,  or  recovery  set  in, 
at  variable  stages,  and  such  recovery  may  be  complete,  or  may  leave 
the  patient  with  persistent  headache,  or  crippled  in  limb  or  special 
senses. 

Numerous  other  types  are  described.  The  most  important  of  these 
is  the  "  type  foudroyante  "  of  French  authors,  which  may  also  be  called 
the  fulminant,  siderant,  apoplectic,  or  malignant  type.  The  character- 
istics of  this  are  extreme  suddenness  of  onset,  severe  collapse,  and  early 
coma,  which  may  prove  fatal  ere  diagnostic  symptoms  have  appeared. 
Cutaneous  haemorrhages,  often  extensive,  are  common  in  this  form  of  the 
disease.  Recovery  is  a  rare  event.  Such  cases  are  comparable  to  the 
malignant  forms  of  measles  and  of  other  specific  fevers,  in  which  the 
patient,  overwhelmed  by  the  poison,  dies  early.  They  are  said  to  be 
most  common  at  the  commencement  of  epidemics,  and  obviously  this 
must  render  the  diagnosis  of  their  true-  nature  more  difficult. 

The  abortive  type  is  that  in  which  the  patient  suffers  for  a  short  time 
and  in  a  limited  degree  from  vertigo,  headache,  occipital  pain  and  the 
like,  but  recovers  rapidly  without  any  serious  illness.  Similarly,  during 
cholera  epidemics  cases  of  simple  diarrhoea  are  often  prevalent ;  and 
during  epidemics  of  scarlet  fever  or  diphtheria  cases  of  sore  throat. 

The  intermittent  type  is  a  curious  variety.  In  this  there  appear 
alternate  remissions  and  exacerbations  of  the  symptoms.  Sometimes 
these  appear  to  have  the  jjeriodicity  of  true  ague ;  but  according  to  von 
Ziemssen  the  regular  use  of  the  thermometer  shows  that  the  periodicity 
is  more  apparent  than  real.  This  peculiar  tendency  may  be  observed 
in  any  stage  of  the  disease,  even  in  the  prodromal  jDeiiod  where  such 
exists. 

The  clinical  features  of  the  disease  must  be  considered  more  in 
detail ;  and  first,  the  general  features.  Acuteness  of  onset  and  violence 
of  local  symptoms  are  dominant  facts.  Yet  the  tenipierature  does  not 
necessarily  run  high.  All  authors  agree  that  the  temperature  is  not 
characteristic,  it  neither  corresponds  to  the  type  of  any  other  fever,  nor 
has  it  a  type  of  its  own.  Maintained  elevation  of  any  high  degree  is 
exceptional;  101°  to  103°  appears  to  be  about  the  average.  But,  as  in 
other  diseases  of  the  nerve  centres,  sudden  rises  may  take  place,  Avhich 
are  either  transitoiy  or  prolonged  into  veritable  hyperpyrexia.  Neither 
can  any  rule  be  laid  down  about  the  pulse  rate  ;  it  is  rarely  much 
accelerated,  except  it  be  towards  the  end  of  a  fatal  coma ;  it  may  vary 
greatly  from  time  to  time.  But  in  character  the  pulse  is  compressible 
and  of  low  pressure,  not  hard  or  bounding ;  in  this  respect  corresponding 
to  the  general  loss  of  strength,  prostration,  and  tendency  to  collapse, 
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which  from  the  outset  form  a  striking  feature  of  the  disease.^  There  is 
no  constant  increase  in  the  respiration  rate ;  the  character  of  the  respira- 
tion in  the  early  stages  may  be  simply  indicative  of  pain,  but  in  the 
graver  conditions  it  becomes  embarrassed  and  "  suspirious,"  marked,  that 
is,  "  by  a  slow,  laboured  inspiration  followed  by  a  quick  expiration  and  a 
long  pause  "  (5).  When  in  deepening  coma  there  is  a  steady  rise  in  the 
pulse  rate,  respiration  rate  and  temperature,  with  blueness  and  a  clammy 
skin,  a  fatal  pulmonary  paralysis  is  indicated.  The  tongue,  except  in 
very  severe  cases  or  towards  the  later  stages,  when  a  so-called  typhoid 
condition  has  appeared,  may  give  no  indication  that  the  patient  has  a 
grave  constitutional  disease.  The  bowels  are  usually  confined.  There  is 
neither  burning  heat  of  skin  nor  profuse  sweating.  The  conjunctiva  may 
present  a  diffuse  pink  suffusion,  upon  which  some  authors  lay  much 
stress  (3) ;  the  face  is  usually  pale,  and  till  stupor  or  delirium  intervene 
the  expression  is  not  dazed  and  heavy,  but  indicative  of  pain,  restless- 
ness and  irritability. 

The  urine  is  normal,  but  sometimes  contains  albumin,  and  in 
hsemorrhagic  cases  blood  ;  glycosuria  has  been  observed  rarely  (8,  9). 

The  hlood,  as  obtained  by  venesection,  shows,  according  to  Stille, 
the  characters  indicative  of  inflammation ;  while  from  microscopic  ex- 
amination Flexner  and  Barker  conclude  that  there  exists  in  the  early 
stages  of  the  malady  a  Avell-marked  leucocytosis,  associated  with  certain 
other  changes,  not  peculiar  to  this  disease,  which  may  exist  in  any 
kind  of  local  inflammation  with  exudation. 

The  nervous  symiAoms  must  evidently  be  similar  to  those  which  occur 
in  other  forms  of  meningitis,  but  their  acuteness  and  severity  are 
greater. 

The  headache  is  not  a  mere  dull  aching,  but  an  intense  and  often  an 
intolerable  pain.  Without  definite  localisation  at  first,  it  soon  concen- 
trates itself  upon  the  occiput  and  back  of  the  neck.  Pain,  too,  may 
affect  the  spinal  column,  and  may  radiate  thence  into  the  limbs  and 
round  the  trunk,  and  into  the  abdomen  particularly  ;  so  that  in  some  cases 
abdominal  pain  becomes  quite  a  leading  symptom.  The  pain  is  aggra- 
vated by  all  movements. 

Cutaneous  hyperalgesia  is  common.  This  probably  originates,  like 
the  pain,  in  irritation  of  the  sensory  nerve -roots.  Numbness  and 
anaesthesia  may  follow  as  the  nerve  irritation  gives  place  to  jDaralysis. 

The  pain  is  accompanied  or  soon  followed  by  another  symptom,  so 
common  as  to  be  almost  pathognomonic,  namely,  retraction  of  the  head.  The 
head  is  thrown  backwards  (in  extreme  cases  so  far  that  it  appears  to  lie 
between  the  scapulae),  the  patient  generally  lying  on  his  side  with  the 
legs  drawn  up.  Dr.  Burdon-Sanderson  thinks  this  pose  of  the  head  is 
assumed  in  order  to  mitigate  the  pain  in  the  muscles  of  the  nucha ;  but 
most  authors  regard  it  as  due  to  a  tonic  muscular  spasm.    Sometimes  the 

'  I  do  not  find  that  authors  lay  ranch  stress  on  slight  irregnlarity  of  pulse,  such  as  is 
common  in  tubercular  meningitis,  though  Ziemssen  remarks  that  irregularity  in  rhythm  is 
not  uncommon. 
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extensor  muscles  of  the  whole  back  are  implicated  so  that  there  is  actual 
opisthotonus.  The  limbs  also  may  become  rigid/  or  the  face  may  be 
drawn  into  a  risus  sardonicus,  or  in  bad  cases  there  may  be  trismus. 
All  these  muscular  spasms  are  more  continuous  than  those  of  tetanus,  not 
presenting  such  perfect  alternations  of  paroxysm  and  remission  as  does 
that  disease. 

Vomiting  is  another  early  symptom  ;  it  is  of  more  common  occurrence, 
more  severe  and  intractable  than  in  most  other  fevers.  It  may  occur 
independently  of  food,  without  furring  of  the  tongue  or  other  sign  of 
gastric  distui'bance,  and  is  therefore  to  be  ascribed  to  the  irritation  of 
the  nervous  system.  Vomiting  in  the  later  stages  of  the  disease,  especially 
when  associated  with  coma  and  convulsions,  is  indicative  of  distension  of 
the  ventricles  by  effusion,  and  is  of  bad  import  (7). 

There  may  be  distressing  vertigo,  particularly  when  the  patient  lifts 
his  head  from  the  pillow ;  this  may  be  sufficiently  accounted  for  by  the 
derangement  of  the  cerebral  centres,  but  it  must  be  remembered,  too, 
that  sometimes  the  auditory  apparatus  is  specially  involved. 

Twitchings  of  the  limbs  are  very  common,  general  convulsions  may  occur, 
but  (except  in  children)  are  less  frequent  than  we  might  expect,  consider- 
ing the  amount  of  cortical  irritation.  Prolonged  convulsions  are  a  bad 
sign,  particularly  when  they  occur  late  in  the  disease. 

Paralysis  of  the  ocular  nerves,  causing  squint  (possibly  due  sometimes 
to  muscular  spasm),  ptosis,  dilatations  and  inequalities  of  the  pupils, 
are  as  common  as  in  other  forms  of  meningitis.  Nystagmus  is  some- 
times seen.  Facial  paralysis  may  also  occur.  Paralyses  of  the  limbs 
do  not  appear  to  be  common ;  still  they  may  occur,  and  particularly 
in  the  later  stages :  they  may  be  of  very  various  type  (hemiplegic, 
paraplegic,  monoplegic),  as  is  evident  from  the  wide  distribution  of  the 
lesion ;  and  may  be  transitory  or  permanent,  according  to  the  degree  of 
damage  to  the  nerve-i'oots  and  centres. 

The  temlon  reactions,  according  to  Striimpell,  may  vary.  Thus,  in 
thirty-two  cases  examined  by  him  in  Leipzig  in  1879,  the  knee-jerks 
were  absent  in  five ;  in  three  they  disappeared,  to  reappear  during 
convalescence,  which  change  was  probably  due  to  varying  pressure  on 
the  nerve-roots ;  sometimes  they  were  lively,  sometimes  much  increased. 

Optic  nevritis  was  found  by  Randolph  of  Lonaconing,  Maryland,  six 
times  in  forty  cases  examined  ophthalmoscopically. 

The  mental  condition  we  have  already  noticed.  Extreme  restlessness 
is  often  a  characteristic  of  the  early  days  of  the  disease.  Delirium  very 
commonly  supervenes,  whether  it  be  a  mere  wandering  at  night,  or  a 
kind  of  rambling  stupor  from  which  the  patient  can  be  aroused  by 
sharply  speaking,  or  an  active  and  often  violent  delirium.  The  access  of 
coma  is  always  a  grave  sign,  though  recovery  from  it  is  by  no  means 
impossible ;  the  more  deep  and  persistent  the  coma  the  Avorse  the 

^  Kernig  pointed  out  that  by  putting  the  patient  into  a  sitting  posture  (or  flexing  his 
thighs  as  he  lies)  a  certain  spasm  is  induceil  in  tlie  flexors  of  the  knee,  so  that  this  joint  can- 
not be  completely  straightened  out  (10). 
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prognosis.  It  must  not  be  supposed  that  these  mental  states  always 
succeed  each  other  in  regular  order ;  delirium  may  occur  at  the  outset, 
and  the  Avorst  type  of  case,  the  "  foudroyante,"  is  marked  by  early 
coma. 

There  are  symptoms  which  cannot  be  wholly  referred  to  the  disease 
of  the  nervous  centres,  and  of  these  the  most  striking  are  the  rashes. 
These  are  by  no  means  constant.  In  some  epidemics  there  has  been  no 
rash ;  in  others  very  various  rashes  have  been  described,  as  for  instance 
erythema,  urticaria,  rose-spots  like  those  of  typhoid,  measly  eruptions, 
vesicular  and  bullous  erujitions.  But  the  most  common  are  herjoetic  and 
hsemorrhagic  rashes. 

Herpes  of  the  lips  and  face  is  so  frequent  that  it  has  been  called 
characteristic  of  the  disease.^  Tourdes  observed  it  in  two-thirds  of  his 
cases.  Von  Ziemssen  says  that  in  no  other  disease  has  he  observed 
facial  herpes  to  spread  so  widely.  It  commonly  occurs  Avithin  the  first 
five  days  of  the  illness,  but  sometimes  later  than  this ;  and,  indeed,  there 
may  be  several  crops  of  herpes  coming  out  at  various  dates.  It  has  no 
prognostic  significance.  Eruptions  of  herpes  may  come  out  on  the  limbs 
and  trunk,  and  are  often  symmetrical ;  they  have  been  referred,  there- 
fore, to  the  nervous  -lesion  as  a  cause.  According  to  Klemperer,  herpes 
labialis  stands  on  a  different  footing  from  herpes  zoster.  He  finds  micro- 
cocci in  the  vesicles  of  herpes  labialis,  and  thinks  that  this  eruption 
indicates  some  acute  inflammatory  affection.  Petechise  were  so  common 
and  so  abundant  in  the  early  American  epidemics  that  the  name  "  spotted 
fever  "  was  applied  to  the  disease — a  name  peculiarly  unfortunate  ;  first, 
because  of  the  confusion  thereby  created  between  epidemic  meningitis 
and  exanthematic  typhus  ;  and  secondly,  because  in  many  other  epidemics 
petechise  have  not  been  seen  at  all.  This  rash,  like  herpes,  may  appear 
early,  and  has  little  relation  to  the  gravity  of  the  disease. 

Cutaneous  hcemorrhages  other  than  mere  petechise  are  a  more  serious 
matter,  as  they  generally  indicate  a  severe  form  of  the  disease.  In  the 
Dublin  epidemic  of  1866-67  such  heemorrhagic  rashes  were  particularly 
common,  so  that  the  name  "  malignant  purpuric  fever "  was  then  pro- 
pounded. Dr.  Samuel  Gordon,  describing  the  condition  of  the  skin  in 
this  epidemic,  notes  that  there  may  be — (1)  a  coldness  or  blueness  of 
the  extremities  or  whole  body  like  that  of  cholera;  (2)  bruises  and  ecchy- 
moses  like  those  of  typhus  or  scurvy ;  (3)  a  hsemorrhagic  eruption  coming 
out  all  over  the  body,  but  chiefly  in  the  lower  limbs,  dark  in  colour, 
being  brown,  purple,  or  black  as  ink ;  some  spots  small  and  round,  others 
larger  and  irregular,  others  like  large  spots  of  ^'ery  black  purpura,  but 
more  mpttled  and  more  irregular  in  colour  and  shape,  others  raised 
above  the  level  of  the  skin.  These  may  be  gradually  absorbed,  or  may  in 
some  cases  become  gangrenous.  Haemorrhages  from  the  mucous  surfaces, 
for  example,  of  the  nose,  stomach,  bowels,  kidneys,  may  also  take  place. 

^  Yet  Stille  says  of  the  Massachusetts  epidemic  : — "  Herpes  labialis  was  noticed  in  a 
few  instances  ...  it  is  certainly  much  less  common  as  a  symptom  of  epidemic  meningitis 
than  either  the  roseolous  or  petechial  spots  "  (3). 
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There  are  other  important  possibilities,  which  are  perhaps  best 
reckoned  as  complications  and  sequelae. 

Foremost  amongst  these  are  affections  of  the  special  sense  organs. 

The  eye  may  be  attacked,  even  in  the  early  stages  of  the  disease, 
by  severe  conjunctivitis,  or  by  iritis  or  keratitis  leading  to  corneal 
opacities.  Still  more  to  be  dreaded  is  inflammation  of  the  deeper  parts, 
such  as  a  purulent  infiltration  of  the  choroid,  leading  to  detachment  of 
the  retina,  or  (still  worse)  to  inflammation  and  disorganisation  of  the 
whole  eyeball.  It  is  possible  that  this  deep-seated  inflammation  is  pro- 
pagated from  the  meninges  along  the  sheath  of  the  optic  nerve  to  the 
structures  at  the  back  of  the  eyeball.'  Other  ophthalmic  complications 
are  optic  atrophy,  secondary  to  optic  neuritis ;  thrombosis  of  the  retinal 
veins  ;  amaurosis  without  obvious  cause. 

Disease  of  the  axulitory  apparatus  is  even  more  frequent  than  that  of 
the  eye.  The  onset  of  deafness  may  be  difficult  to  time  in  the  presence 
of  a  severe  constitutional  disease,  particularly  when  there  is  delirium  or 
stupor.  But  in  some  cases,  at  any  rate,  it  is  an  early  symptom.  Deaf- 
ness may  be  due  either  to  purulent  otitis  media,  or  to  disease  of  the 
labyrinth  (15).  In  the  latter  case  it  is  probable  that  the  meningeal 
inflammation  spreads  along  the  auditory  nerve  to  "the  cochlea  and  semi- 
circular canals.  If  these  parts  are  destroyed,  total  and  hopeless  deafness 
must  result  ;  and  in  little  children  this  means  deaf-mutism.^  With 
this  is  sometimes  associated  a  staggering  gait.'^ 

Of  less  importance  are  anosmia  and  loss  of  taste,  which  have  also  been 
described. 

Chronk  hydroceplialus  is  a  very  serious  sequela.  This  has  been 
particularly  studied  by  von  Ziemssen  (7).  It  would  appear  that  in 
cases  which  survive  the  acute  stages  of  the  disease  the  meningeal  exuda- 
tion gradually  degenerates,  and  is  absorbed ;  but  the  pia- arachnoid 
becomes  thickened  and  shrunken,  and  the  ependyma  ventriculorum 
hypertrophies.  The  ventricular  effusion,  probably  in  consequence  of  these 
cicatricial  changes,  either  remains  unabsorbed  or  increases  in  amount, 
albeit  now  less  purulent  and  more  passive  in  character ;  while  the 
cerebral  substance  becomes  pallid  and  atrophied  from  pressure.  The 
symptoms  of  such  hydrocephalus  show  themselves  during  the  period 
of  convalescence,  a  distinct  interval  having  elapsed  since  the  acute 
stage  of  the  meningitis  ;  they  consist  of  headache  and  pains,  vomitings, 
coma,  convulsions.  Sometimes  they  have  a  paroxysmal  character,  and 
may  thus  last  for  weeks.    The  onset  of  such  .symptoms  at  this  late 

^  How  frequent  these  aural  complioatious  may  be  is  shown  by  the  observations  of  Moos, 
who  found  that  out  of  64  convalescents  from  epidemic  cereljro-spinal  meningitis,  38  were 
(leaf-mutes,  20  absolutely  deaf,  5  partially  deaf,  1  not  at  all  deaf,  and  32  had  a  stagger- 
ing gait.  And  v.  Ziemssen  found  that  in  an  institution  for  deaf-mutes  containing  42 
children,  every  one  had  become  deaf-mute  after  cerebro-spinal  meningitis,  while  in  another 
of  32  inmates  the  number  due  to  this  cause  was  22. 

^  Voltolini's  disease,  the  symptoms  of  which  are  ileafness,  deaf-mutism,  and  staggering 
gait  coming  on  after  a  short  feverish  attack,  perhaps  accompanied  with  severe  cerebral 
symptoms,  which  Voltolini  ascribes  to  primary  inflammation  of  the  labyrinth,  is  thought  by 
many  physicians  to  be  a  meningitis  spreading  to  the  ear. 
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stage  of  the  disease  must  give  rise  to  serious  alarm,  for  though  recovery 
from  hydrocephahis  may  take  place  it  is  very  rare. 

Jomi  disease  is  not  unfrequent ;  it  is  mentioned  both  by  the  older 
writers  and  by  several  recent  authors.  Sometimes  the  joints  are  painful, 
red  and  swollen,  as  in  gout  or  acute  rheumatism ;  sometimes  there  is  a 
simple  serous  effusion,  sometimes  they  contain  pus.  This  last  fact  seems 
to  point  to  the  general  blood  state  as  the  cause  of  the  joint  disease, 
rather  than  to  a  perverted  trophic  influence  of  the  nerve  centres.  The 
appearance  of  joint  affections  has  in  some  instances  coincided  with 
amelioration  of  the  meningeal  symptoms.  Non-purulent  arthritis  has 
been  treated  successfully  by  salicylates. 

Pulmonary  congestion  and  collapse  are  frequent,  as  is  natural  in  the 
course  of  an  exhausting  acute  disease ;  broncho-pneumonia  may  occur, 
and  sometimes  acute  lobar  pneumonia.  It  will  be  remembered  that  con- 
versely acute  pneumonia  may  be  complicated  by  meningitis  ;  this  occur- 
rence, rare  on  the  whole,  is  said  to  be  more  frequent  after  an  epidemic 
of  meningitis  than  at  other  times  (16). 

Other  complications,  apparently  of  a  pycemic  nature,  may  be  men- 
tioned ;  such  as  ulcerative  endocarditis,  pericarditis,  pleuritis,  peritonitis, 
parotitis  with  abscess,  and  diffuse  abscesses  in  the  connective  tissues  of  the 
limbs  and  trunk.  Sometimes,  instead  of  the  usual  constipation  there 
is  an  enteritis,  which  causes  a  dysenteric  diarrhcea. 

Lastly,  a  rapid  and  great  emaciation  accompanies  the  disease,  which 
may  take  long  to  amend. 

As  to  treatment,  it  must  be  admitted  at  once  that  we  have  no 
specific  to  arrest  the  morbid  process.  In  the  earlier  epidemics  free 
blood  -  letting  was  employed,  not  with  much  success :  but  local 
depletion  by  leeches  or  cups,  or  blisters  to  the  temples,  nucha 
or  spine,  have  been  much  used.  Such  remedies  are  suitable  only 
for  the  early  stages  of  the  disease,  when  they  are  said  to  relieve 
symptoms,  and  possibly  to  modify  the  local  inflammation  of  the  meninges. 
Cold  in  the  shape  of  ice-bags  is  recommended  for  the  same  purpose. 
Mercurial  purgatives  have  been  freely  given,  and  mercury  has  been  used 
so  as  to  produce  its  constitutional  effect.  One  author  writes: — "The 
jugular  vein  was  opened,  and  blood  drawn  in  a  full  stream  as  long  as  the 
boy's  strength  would  permit.  This  was  followed  up  by  relays  of  leeches 
to  the  temples  and  mastoid  processes.  The  mercurial  plan  was  at  the 
same  time  most  energetically  pursued,  and  blisters  with  mercurial  dress- 
ings were  applied  to  the  head  and  along  the  spine.  Yet  all  was  of  no 
avail,  my  patient  died  in  convulsions  on  the  fourth  day."  All  such  heroic 
measures  in  the  way  of  bleeding,  purgation,  emetics,  mercurialisation,  and 
the  like,  are  contra-indicated  by  the  tendency  to  depression  and  collapse 
which  may  exist  from  the  very  outset.  Such  tendency,  when  present, 
must  be  met  by  alcohol,  used  sparingly  in  ordinary  cases,  liberally  in 
those  which  are  of  the  malignant  type.  The  diet  must  necessarily  be 
light  at  first,  while  vomiting  and  other  acute  symptoms  prevail,  but 
it  may  be  increased  earlier  than  in  most  fevers,  as  there  is  seldom  any 
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gastric  or  intestinal  lesion,  and  severe  emaciation  is  common.  The 
importance  of  carefully  feeding  comatose  patients,  by  the  rectum  or  by 
the  nasal  tube  if  necessary,  need  hardly  be  insisted  upon.  There  is  an 
almost  universal  testimony  in  favour  of  one  drug,  namely,  opium  or 
morphia.  Burdon-Sanderson  says  that  its  advantages  in  calming  restless- 
ness and  relieving  pain  after  the  initial  symptoms  have  subsided  seem 
unequivocal  (in  doses  of  -g-  to  ^  grain  of  opium  by  the  mouth,  or  better 
as  morphia  hypodermically).  Von  Ziemssen  says,  "  Morphia  may  be 
regarded  as  one  of  the  most  indispensable  remedies  in  the  treatment  of 
epidemic  meningitis."  Stille,  going  'further,  gave  one  grain  of  opium 
every  hour  in  severe  cases,  or  one  grain  in  moderately  severe  cases 
every  two  hours,  under  the  conviction  that  it  is  not  merely  a  palliative, 
but  also  influences  favourably  the  whole  condition  of  the  patient,  and 
that  the  opium  treatment  is  most  useful  when  it  is  begun  early  in  the 
attack. 

In  the  later  stages  of  the  disease,  for  such  symptoms  as  may  depend 
upon  meningeal  thickenings  and  deposits,  iodide  of  potassium  is  the  best 
accredited  remedy,  with  tonics  to  restore  the  exhausted  strength.  But 
for  secondary  hydrocephalus,  von  Ziemssen  saj^s,  little  can  be  done. 
Local  paralyses  must  be  treated  by  massage  and  electiicity.  For  the 
severe  disorganisations  of  eye  and  ear  nothing  can  be  done. 

Prognosis. — The  course  of  the  disease,  as  already  mentioned,  is  very 
variable,  but  the  outlook  is  always  serious.  In  the  fulminant  or 
malignant  cases,  where  the  patient  is  stricken  down  suddenly  and 
rapidly  passes  into  coma,  recovery  is  very  rare.  In  mild  cases,  at  the 
end  of  the  first  few  days,  after  the  irritative  stage  of  headache,  vomiting, 
and  perhaps  even  delirium,  the  disease  may  take  a  favourable  turn  and 
convalescence  begin.  Such  convalescence  is  sometimes  rapid,  but  more 
often  slow.  "  The  disease  is  distinguished  by  the  slowness  of  its  cure 
and  the  rapidity  of  its  fatal  issue,"  says  Tourdes.  But  death  may 
occur  during  the  stage  of  delirium,  or  still  more  commonly  during  coma, 
in  any  case  comparatively  early ;  Simon  and  Sanderson  say,  "  generally 
from  the  fifth  to  eighth  day  " ;  Hirsch  says,  "  commonly  within  the  first 
eight  days,  and  as  a  rule  between  the  second  and  fourth  day."  Nor  are 
the  later  stages  free  from  danger,  looking  to  the  risk  of  hydrocephalus 
and  to  the  extreme  exhaustion  and  emaciation. 

The  prognosis  is  influenced  : — 

1.  By  the  character  of  the  epidemic;  Hirsch's  tables  of  forty -one 
epidemics  give  all  grades  of  mortality  from  20  to  75  per  cent  (17); 
and  by  the  duration  of  the  epidemic,  for  rapidly  fatal  cases  are  most 
frequent  at  the  commencement  of  an  outbreak,  mild  cases  towards  its 
close. 

2.  In  the  individual  case  by  the  following  circumstances  : — 
Absence  of  prodroma,  sudden  and  severe  onset,  early  appearance  of 

coma,  depth  and  prolongation  of  coma,  wideness  in  the  distribution  of  the 
local  nervous  symptoms  (showing  brain  and  cord  to  be  alike  involved), 
trismus,  complications  involving  other  organs — especially  the  lungs,  the 
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reappearance  of  grave  cerebral  symptoms  (vomiting,  convulsions,  coma)  in 
the  stage  of  convalescence ;  all  these  things  are  unfavourable. 

As  to  age,  Hirsch  says  that  children  and  people  over  forty  run 
greater  risk  than  those  of  middle  age.  Concerning  a  Dublin  epidemic 
Grimshaw  says  that  of  the  children  admitted  to  Cork  Street  HosjDital 
many  recovered,  while  the  recruits  admitted  to  Steeven's  Hospital  mostly 
died. 

The  diagnosis  should  in  general  be  aided  by  two  considerations : — 

1.  The  knowledge  that  an  epidemic  prevails. 

2.  The  appearance  of  meningeal  symptoms  early  in  the  illness. 
There  are  not  many  epidemic  diseases  with  which  confusion  is  likely. 

Typhus  may  resemble  it  in  the  rash,  the  prostration  and  the  coma ;  and 
true  typhus  may  be  complicated  by  meningitis  :  but  the  attack  of 
epidemic  meningitis  is  more  sudden,  there  is  no  regular  upward  march 
and  maintenance  of  temperature,  the  initial  headache  is  more  severe  and 
persistent,  and  the  meningeal  symptoms  come  on  early.  Influenza  pre- 
sents similarities  in  the  sudden  onset  with  fever,  headache,  and  pains  in 
the  back  and  limbs,  and  in  the  prostration  to  which  it  gives  rise.  Given 
coincident  epidemics  of  the  two  diseases,  it  might  indeed  be  difficult  to 
distinguish  severe  influenza  from  mild  meningitis ;  but  in  general  the 
shorter  course,  the  less  serious  character  of  the  nervous  symptoms,  and 
the  absence  of  retraction  of  the  head,  and  of  positive  signs  of  organic 
nerve  disease  (such  as  squint,  etc.),  would  point  to  influenza  rather  than 
to  meningitis.  Should  an  epidemic  of  meningitis  begin  with  fulminant 
cases,  vi'hich  prove  fatal  before  nervous  symptoms  set  in,  it  may  be 
impossible  to  recognise  their  true  nature  at  the  time.  The  opposite 
difficulty  may  occur  when  an  epidemic  is  characterised  by  many  mild  or 
abortive  cases ;  in  that  case  minor  complaints,  such  as  rheumatism  of 
the  neck,  migraine,  hysteria  with  opisthotonus,  may  be  taken  for 
meningitis,  and  particularly  febrile  diseases  in  children  beginning  with 
convulsions,  vomiting,  nervous  irritability,  and  perhaps  with  retraction  of 
the  head. 

Tubercular  meningitis  (in  children,  at  any  rate)  has  generally  a  more 
gradual  onset,  a  less  violent  headache,  and  a  more  regular  course  than 
the  epidemic  disease. 

In  acute  meningitis  of  the  ordinary  type  diagnosis  is  aided  by  the 
presence  of  a  recognised  cause,  for  example,  suppurative  disease  of  ear  or 
nose,  disease  of  bone,  injury,  pysemia,  or  other  acute  illness ;  moreover, 
spinal  symptoms  are  less  commonly  present. 

Isolated  cases  of  cerebro- spinal  meningitis  occur  without  obvious 
causation,  and  the  recognition  of  them  before  death  may  be  very  difficult. 
Whether  such  sporadic  meningitis  is  essentially  the  same  as  the  epidemic 
or  no,  we  can  hardly  say  till  we  have  attained  more  certain  knowledge 
concerning  the  etiology  of  the  two  varieties.  The  rash  which  is  so 
striking  a  feature  of  many  epidemics,  and  which  seems  to  assimilate  them 
to  acute  fevers  in  general,  is  absent  in  most  sporadic  cases,  but  not 
invariably.    It  is  said  that  sporadic  cases  crop  up  particularly  in  places 
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which  have  suffered  from  the  epidemic  disease,  as  in  the  Franco-Prussian 
war  (19) ;  if  this  be  so,  it  points  to  the  identity  of  the  two  varieties. 

Etiology. — Cold  contributes  to  the  outbreak,  but  cannot  be  the  sole 
cause.  Most  epidemics  have  begun  in  winter  or  spring,  and  further  the 
attack  seems  in  individual  cases  sometimes  to  be  determined  by  exposure 
to  cold.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  in  many  of  the  severest  winters  there 
have  been  no  epidemics,  and  recrudescences  of  epidemics  have  begun 
during  spells  of  mild  weather.  Neither  is  the  disease  known  in  Arctic 
climates,  but  only  in  the  temperate  and  sub -tropical  zones.  Hirsch 
gives  its  limits  in  W.  hemisphere  from  45°  N.  (Montreal)  to  30°  N. 
(Mobile);  in  E.  hemisphere  from  63°  N.  (Sweden  and  Russia)  to  30°  N. 
(Jerusalem,  Persia,  Algiers). 

It  is  independent  of  malaria,  and  of  local  jDeculiarities  of  soil  and 
situation :  this  is  shown  by  its  very  wide  distribution  over  manifold 
countries,  altitudes  and  soils. 

It  has  no  special  predilections  for  race  or  sex ;  as  to  age,  it  selects 
principally  children  and  adults  in  the  prime  of  life.  As  to  conditions 
of  life,  it  may  be  that  privation,  overcrowding,  bad  sanitation, — in  short, 
the  circumstances  of  the  very  poor, — favour  its  outbreak,  but  they 
have  never  been  shown  to  form  an  essential  cause  thereof.  It  has 
been  seen  alike  in  town  and  country.  One  fact,  however,  is  most  promi- 
nent, namely,  that  soldiers  are  especially  obnoxious  to  it,  and  particularly, 
as  it  would  appear,  during  garrison  life.  Recruits,  too,  suffer  more  than 
seasoned  troops.  Particular  battalions  or  regiments,  or  again  particular 
barracks,  have  sometimes  been  picked  out  by  the  disease.  The  counter- 
part to  this  has  been  seen  in  civil  life,  when  a  particular  workhouse  or 
school  has  been  selected  by  it. 

The  manner  of  its  appearance  and  spread  is  peculiar.  It  spreads 
from  no  one  centre  of  origin  or  of  activity  either  by  contiguity  oi'  on 
special  lines,  whether  lines  of  traffic  or  other  mode  of  distribution  ;  ^  but  it 
breaks  out  at  diverse  and  apparently  disconnected  foci,  in  separate  towns, 
villages  or  tenements ;  and  it  spreads  in  a  similar  discontinuous  way. 
In  point  of  time,  an  epidemic  of  meningitis  does  not  steadily  mount 
to  a  maximum  and  then  decline,  but  proceeds  by  fits  and  starts,  crops 
of  fresh  cases  appearing  at  irregular  intervals. 

Its  ordinary  methods  of  propagation  are  not  known.  It  has  not  been 
traced  to  food  ^  or  water-supply.  Direct  propagation  from  one  patient  to 
another  is  certainly  not  the  rule,  albeit  there  are  a  few  instances  of  this. 
There  may  be  a  certain  infection  of  locality,  as  already  said,  it  may  hang 
about  places  where  it  has  once  appeared ;  and  it  has  been  transferred 
from  place  to  place  by  human  beings. 

I  find  no  statements  bearing  on  the  question  of  immunity,  as  to 
whether  one  attack  protects  against  another. 

1  There  are  a  few  exceptions  to  these  statements,  for  example,  the  transference  of  the 
disease  when  troops  have  been  moved  from  place  to  place,  and  the  Swedish  epidemic 
which  spread  steadily  in  one  direction  (vide  sv.pra). 

^  The  surmise  of  Sir  Benjamin  Richardson,  that  it  is  due  to  diseased  gi'ain,  has  not 
been  generally  adopted. 


EPIDEMIC  CEREBROSPINAL  MENINGITIS 


Although  epidemics  of  meningitis  have  coincided  with  or  followed 
epidemics  of  other  specific  fevers,  such  as  typhus,  cholera  and  others, 
it  has  no  constant  relation  with  any  one  of  them,  and  its  history  and 
clinical  features  are  sufficient  to  stamp  it  as  specifically  diff"erent  from 
them,  and  probably  dependent  on  a  virus  of  its  own. 

Can  we  go  further,  and  say  what  this  virus  is  ? 

We  naturally  look  to  bacteriology  for  an  answer.  But  bacteriologists 
are  at  this  disadvantage,  that  since  their  science  has  established  itself, 
there  have  been  no  large  epidemics  of  meningitis,  and  therefore  their 
researches  have  been  limited  to  certain  minor  outbreaks.  Taking  these, 
however,  as  a  basis,  a  somewhat  surprising  conclusion  is  indicated,  namely, 
that  the  organism  associated  with  epidemic  meningitis  is  identical  with 
or  closely  related  to  that  Avhich  is  responsible  for  croupous  pneumonia. 

Now,  inasmuch  as  these  two  diseases  appear  clinically  to  be  utterly 
dissimilar,  it  may  be  Avell  to  state  some  of  the  facts  which  seem  to 
support  the  alleged  connection.  The  micro  -  organism  of  croupous 
pneumonia  Avas  originally  supposed  to  be  a  bacillus,  discovered  by 
Friedlander  and  named  after  him.  But  this  bacterium  has  been  de- 
throned in  favour  of  a  micrococcus  ^  which  l)ears,  it  is  true,  just 
sufficient  resemblance  to  Friedlancler's  bacillus  to  allow  us  to  sujipose 
that  the  two  were  originally  confoimded.  This  micrococcus,  which  we 
may  briefly  term  the  pneumococcus,  usually  occurs  in  pairs  (diplococcus), 
surrounded  by  a  transparent,  easily-disintegrated  capsule.  The  individual 
cocci  of  each  pair,  when  seen  in  the  blood  or  in  pneumonic  exudate,  are  oval 
or  lance-shaped  (like  a  grain  of  wheat  or  of  barley);  but  in  most  cultivation 
media  they  are  round.  They  stain  with  aniline  colours,  l^ut  are  not  (like 
Friedlancler's  bacilli)  decolorised  by  Gram's  iodine  solution.  They  grow 
in  most  cultivation  media  provided  these  are  not  acid.  They  are 
sensitive  to  temperature,  so  that  they  do  not  grow  at  the  ordinary 
temperature  of  a. cool  room,  nor  at  higher  temperatures  than  42°  C. 
In  cultivations  they  rapidly  lose  vitality,  and  changes  may  be  wrought — 

(1)  in  their  form,  so  that  the  cocci  become  more  rounded  and  are 
associated  not  so  much  in  pairs  (diplococci)  as  in  chains  (streptococci)  ; 

(2)  in  their  virulence,  so  that  they  lose  their  power  of  generating  disease 
till  they  have  been  passed  de  novo  through  the  living  tissue  of  some 
susceptible  animal.  Eabbits  and  mice  are  extremely  susceptible  to 
inoculation  with  the  pneumococcus,  so  that  a  subcutaneous  injection 
thereof  produces  at  the  point  of  injection  an  acute  oedema  or  cellulitis 
followed  by  rapidly  fatal  septicaemia.  Dogs  and  sheep  have  more  resist- 
ing power,  so  that  a  subcutaneous  injection  produces  little  effect  on  them. 
But  injection  into  the  pulmonary  tissue  of  dogs,  sheep  or  rabbits,  which 
liave  been  rendered  impervious  to  the  septictemic  eff"ect,  produces  a 
characteristic  croupous  pneumonia.  This  last  fact,  and  the  fact  that  the 
micrococcus  is  found  in  pneumonic  sputum,  in  pneumonic  exudate  drawn 

^  Described  by  Fraiikel  iu  Gerinauy,  Talanion  and  Pasteur  in  France,  Sternberg  in 
America  ;  and  often  called  Frankel's  diplococcus,  or  tlie  micrococcus  lanceolatus.  The 
description  in  the  text  is  mainly  taken  from  Sternberg's  Manual  of  Bacteriology. 
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by  a  syringe  from  the  chest  during  life,  and  in  hej^atised  lungs  post- 
mortem, are  held  to  justify  its  claims  to  be  the  cause  of  pneumonia.  A 
most  remarkable  fact  is  that  this  micrococcus  is  often  present  in  normal 
human  saliva,  and  inoculation  of  rabbits  with  such  saliva  has  produced  a 
characteristic  septicaemia  \)-icle  article  on  "  Epidemic  Pneumonia  "]. 

Now  it  would  seem  that  when  a  pneumonia  affects  tissues  other  than 
the  lung  proper,  this  micro-organism  may  be  found  in  such  diseased  parts  ; 
not  only  in  the  lymph  upon  the  pleura  and  pericardium,  which  are  so 
commonly  inflamed  in  acute  pneumonia,  but  in  rarer  complications  also, 
such  as  ulcerative  endocarditis  ;  and  even  in  disease  of  organs  beyond 
the  chest,  as  in  peritonitis  and  (what  concerns  us  mostly)  meningitis 
(20,  21).  -  _  " 

Again,  diseases  such  as  these  may  occur  without  demonstrable 
pneumonia.  Most  physicians  have  seen  cases  of  acute  pleuiisy  the 
clinical  course  of  which  has  been  indistinguishable  from  that  of  a 
jjneumonia,  but  in  which  post-mortem  the  lung  is  not  found  hepatised. 
In  these  it  is  not  surprising  to  learn  that  the  pneumococcus  has  been  found 
in  the  pleural  lymph  by  Dr.  Washbom'n  (67).  But  it  has  been  found 
also  in  ulcerative  endocarditis  (without  pneumonia),  idiopathic  peritonitis, 
otitis,  encephalitis,  meningitis  after  injuiy,  and,  lastly,  in  acute  purulent 
meningitis  which  has  no  obvious  cause  (22,  21,  23,  24). 

Not  that  in  all  cases  of  jjurulent  meningitis  this  identical  organism  is 
present.  For  in  some  there  has  been  found  a  micrococcus  bearing  a 
general  resemblance  to  it,  but  presenting  some  slight  points  of  difference 
(25,  26);  in  others  the  ordinary  streptococcus  pyogenes;  in  others,  again, 
where  the  meningitis  occurred  in  connection  with  some  acute  infectious 
disease,  such  as  typhoid,  the  organism  proper  to  that  disease  (27,  28). 

Yet  the  fact  that  in  most  cases  of  idiopathic  meningitis  which  have 
been  investigated  the  pneumococcus  has  been  found,  and  that  its  intro- 
duction into  the  cranial  cavity  of  animals  produces  meningitis,  as  its 
introduction  into  the  chest  produces  pneumonia,  seems  to  show  that  it 
may  be  at  least  a  frequent  cause  of  that  disease. 

From  sporadic  to  epidemic  meningitis  is  no  great  step ;  the  bacterio- 
logical observations  on  this  latter  are  as  follows  : — 

(a)  Jaff6,  studying  an  epidemic  in  Hamburg  (1879),  could  find  no 
micro-organisms  in  the  meningeal  lymph. 

(Z*)  Giuffre,  in  a  Sicilian  epidemic  of  1882,  found  oval  cocci  in  the 
meningeal  lymph,  not  in  the  blood  nor  in  the  spleen.  Attempts  at  culti- 
vation and  inoculation  failed  (30). 

(c)  Ughetti,  in  Sicily,  1883,  found  micrococci  in  the  meningeal 
exudation  and  the  blood ;  inoculations  failed  (31). 

(d)  Marchiafava  and  Celli  found  diplococci  both  free  and  within  the 
cells  in  the  meningeal  exudation  ;  cultures  were  negative  (32). 

(e)  Netter  states  that,  in  an  outbreak  at  Blois  and  Orleans  in  1886, 
the  micrococcus  lanceolatus  was  found  in  the  spinal  and  cerebral  exuda- 
tion by  Widal. 

(/)  Friis,  at  Copenhagen,  1886,  isolated  and  cultivated  a  bacterium 
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ill  the  shape  of  short  thick  rods,  not  unlike  an  oval  coccus  ;  inoculations 
failed. 

{g)  Four  cases  from  an  epidemic  at  Turin,  1888,  were  investigated 
by  Foa  and  Bordone-Ulfreduzzi ;  they  found  a  micrococcus  which  they 
identified  with  Frankel's,  cultivated  it  and  experimented  with  it ;  injec- 
tions into  the  cranial  cavity  jjroduced  acute  general  sepsis  with  cerebral 
and  spinal  meningitis.    Two  of  their  four  cases  had  pneumonia. 

ill)  At  an  epidemic  near  Padua  in  1890,  Bonome  ol)tained  from 
the  meningeal  exudation  a  micrococcus  resembling  in  some  degree  the 
pneumococcus,  but  differing  from  it  in  the  peculiar  tangled  growth  which 
it  forms  on  agar,  in  its  inability  to  grow  in  blood  serum,  and  in  some  of 
its  effects  on  animals.  This  he  believes  to  be  the  specific  micrococcus  of 
eijidemic  cerebro-spinal  meningitis.  There  was  no  pneumonia  in  his 
cases. 

(?)  Mirto  in  1891  (37),  as  quoted  by  Flexner  and  Barker,  discovered 
in  some  epidemic  cases  the  typical  micrococcus  lanceolatus. 

{])  Herwerden  (1893)  (38)  gives  the  case  of  a  woman  who  died  of 
this  disease  in  an  advanced  stage  of  pregnancy.  Csesarean  section  was 
performed,  the  child  lived  five  and  a  half  days,  and  then  died  of  menin- 
gitis comjjlicated  with  pleui-isy.  In  the  meningeal  exudations  both  of 
mother  and  child,  and  in  the  blood,  the  liver  and  the  kidneys  of  the 
child,  pneumococci  were  found.  The  virulence  of  these  appeared  at  first 
to  be  slight,  but  it  was  increased  by  submitting  them  to  the  action  of 
hydrogen  and  oxygen,  so  that  injection  of  them  into  rabbits  produced 
meningitis. 

(A;)  Leichtenstern  (39),  writing  in  1893  of  ejjidemics  in  Cologne  and 
the  neighbourhood  in  1885-1892,  says  that  he  found  the  i)neumococcus 
in  cases  where  there  was  pneumonia,  but  not  in  other  cases.  The  special 
micro-organism  he  considers  to  be  not  the  pneumococcus  itself,  but  a 
variety  or  "  specific  derivative  "  of  it. 

{V)  Lastly,  Flexner  and  Barker,  in  an  epidemic  at  Lonaconing,  Mary- 
land (1893),  found  lanceolate  diplococci  in  the  meningeal  exudation,  both 
free  and  enclosed  in  their  cells  ;  but  their  cultures  and  inoculation  experi- 
ments did  not  succeed  well. 

Such  are  the  p'iim  fade  grounds  for  supposing  that  the  pneumo- 
coccus, or  some  allied  organism,  is  the  cause  of  epidemic  cerel^ro-spinal 
meningitis ;  but  there  are  certainly  difficulties  in  the  way  of  a  final 
conclusion. 

For  (1)  some  of  the  observations,  especially  the  earlier  ones,  are 
admittedly  imperfect ;  and  some  are  not  quite  harmonious  in  detail  with 
respect  to  the  characters  of  the  micro-organism  descril^ed.  We  hardly 
know  what  importance  to  attach  to  small  variations  of  this  kind. 

(2)  It  has  been  suggested  that  sometimes  the  pneumococcus,  some- 
times bacteria  of  other  diseases,  may  produce  epidemics  of  meningitis. 
But  to  admit  this  is  to  give  up  the  notion  that  the  disease  is  specific  at  all. 

(3)  As  to  the  pneumococcus  theory,  there  are  general  reasons  both 
for  and  against  it.      The  wdespread  dissemination  of  that  organism. 
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which  seems  to  exist  even  in  normal  human  saliva,  certainly  har- 
monises with  the  wide  dissemination  of  the  disease,  and  with  the  sudden 
appearance  of  it  at  isolated  foci,  without  recognisable  sources  of  infection. 
The  variability,  vmder  different  conditions,  of  the  virulence,  and  perhaps 
of  the  morphology  of  the  micrococcus,  which  seems  to  be  recognised  in 
the  laboratory,  may  explain  the  paroxysmal  appearance  of  the  disease, 
and  why  it  is  not  always  with  us.  But  this  only  puts  the  inquiry  a 
step  farther  back.  The  question  then  would  be.  What  are  the  external 
influences  which,  either  by  augmenting  the  virulence  of  the  micrococcus 
or  by  reducing  our  resisting  power,  render  us  obnoxious  to  its  attack? 
And  of  these  we  are  profoundly  ignorant. 

And,  it  may  be  objected,  if  identical  or  closely-related  organisms  pro- 
<luce  the  two  diseases,  pneumonia  and  meningitis,  why  do  they  not  more 
commonly  coexist? 

Doubtless  such  coexistence  has  been  observed,  but  chiefly,  I  believe, 
in  the  later  and  more  limited  outbreaks  ;  it  does  not  seem  to  have  struck 
the  observers  of  the  older  and  more  extensive  epidemics,  who  would  have 
been  disposed  to  identify  the  virus  of  this  disease  with  that  of  typhus 
or  cholera. 

We  cannot,  then,  consider  the  question  of  etiology  as  yet  settled. 

APPENDIX 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  English  readers  if  I  refer  briefly  to  the  outbreaks 
of  this  disease  which  have  taken  place  in  the  United  Kingdom.  Many  of  these 
(though  the  Irish  epidemic  of  1866  and  1867  constitutes  a  notable  exception) 
can  scarcely  be  called  ej^idemics,  and  some  indeed  are  merely  groups  of  two  or 
more  cases  occurring  at  the  same  time  and  place.  Yet  their  essential  identity 
with  the  epidemic  meningitis  of  the  Continent  and  America  is,  in  some  instances, 
hardly  to  be  doubted,  and  in  others  is  very  probable. 

1807. — In  1807,  ai  Blackaton,  a  small  village  on  Dartmoor,  a  peculiar 
group  of  cases  was  observed  by  Gervis,  the  nature  of  which,  in  the  absence 
of  a  post-mortem,  remains  somewhat  uncertain,  but  they  may  possibly  have 
been  instances  of  this  disease.  There  were  five  cases,  four  of  them  in  one  family, 
and  four  of  the  five  died  very  rapidly.  Headache,  vomiting,  collapse,  slight 
convulsive  movements,  sore  throat,  and  an  hajmorrhagic  I'ash  are  mentioned  as 
symptoms,  but  no  retraction  of  the  head. 

1830. — In  the  autumn  of  1830,  at  Sunderland,  several  cases  occurred,  in 
one  of  which  meningitis  was  found  post-mortem  (41). 

1846. — The  first  Irish  outbreak  occurred  in  the  first  half  of  1846  ;  there 
were  cases  in  the  workhouses  of  Belfast,  Bray  and  Dublin,  mostly  in  boys  under 
twelve  years  old  ;  and  two  fatal  cases  in  the  Hardwick  Hospital,  Dublin  (42). 

During  the  same  year  Whittle  records  cases  in  Liverpool,  some  of  which 
he  distinctly  ranks  with  epidemic  meningitis  as  seen  in  Ireland  and  on  the 
Continent.  Of  nine  such  cases  three  were  fatal.  Some,  on  the  other  hand, 
were  of  a  milder  type. 

In  1846,  also,  a  case  was  seen  at  Haslar  Hospital  (44). 

1846-1850. — It  would  seem  from  the  statements  of  M'Dowell  that  from 
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the  time  of  the  first  Dublin  outbreak  mild  cases  presenting  symptoms  of 
meningitis  continued  to  appear  in  Dublin  till  1850  at  least. 

Three  cases  of  somewhat  doubtful  nature  are  mentioned  at  Rochester  in 
1850  (44). 

1864-1868. — At  Rochester,  also,  in  1864  and  1865,  some  four  or  five  cases 
occurred,  one  of  which  was  examined  post-mortem  (46). 

During  1865  it  appears  that  there  were  further  cases  in  Dublin  (47)  ;  while 
the  succeeding  years  (1866  and  1867)  saw  the  second  Irish  epidemic,  the  most 
severe  manifestation  of  the  disease  which  has  yet  appeared  in  these  islands  (48). 

This  epidemic  raged  principally  in  Dublin,  but  also  affected  other  parts  of 
Ireland,  attacking  both  military  and  civil  population.  It  was  marked  by  great 
fatality,  and  by  the  prevalence  of  liremorrhagic  rashes,  so  that  the  name  of 
"  Black  Death  "  was  at  one  time  proposed  for  it,  and  also  that  of  "  Malignant 
Purpuric  Fever." 

In  England  about  the  same  time  there  were  some  isolated  cases :  two  in 
London  which  were  rapidly  fatal  (49),  and  one  at  Devizes  (50)  (May  and  June 
1867). 

At  Bardney,  a  Lincolnshire  village,  there  was  a  small  epidemic — over  nine- 
teen cases,  with  one  death  (51). 

Somewhat  later,  namely,  March  1868,  we  read  of  four  cases  within  three 
weeks  at  Shorncliffe  Camp  (52). 

In  1867,  too,  there  was  a  fatal  case  with  petechial  rash  at  Stafford,  where 
there  formerly  had  been  two  similar  cases,  namely,  in  1865  and  1859  respec- 
tively (53). 

1876-1878.— The  Irish  epidemic  of  1866  and  1867,  with  the  minor  out- 
breaks which  we  have  just  mentioned  in  England,  evidently  corresponds  to  the 
great  wave  which  had  just  passed  over  the  Continent. 

The  next  notice  of  the  disease  is  in  1876,  in  the  Midlands.  Two  cases 
occurred  among  the  militia  at  Oxford  (54),  and  an  epidemic  in  and  round 
Birmingham  ;  fourteen  cases  were  admitted  to  the  Queen's  Hospital  in  nine 
months,  and  there  were  others  in  the  neighbourhood  (55). 

In  the  winter  of  1877-1878  a  good  many  cases  were  seen  at  Dundee, 
several  of  which  had  a  roseolar  rash,  or  an  hjemorrhagic  rash  like  typhus. 
There  seems  to  have  been  evidence  that  the  disease  was  contagious.  One  case 
died  with  rupture  of  the  spleen  (56). 

At  Dublin,  in  the  commencement  of  1878,  there  were  three  fatal  cases 
within  two  months  (57). 

1884-1886. — In  the  spring  of  1884  two  cases  occurred  at  the  Seaman's 
Hospital,  Greenwich  (58),  and  two  at  the  London  Hospital  (59);  but  as  three  of 
these  patients  were  sailors,  the  local  character  of  the  outbreak  cannot  be  insisted 
upon. 

In  Dublin,  again,  during  1885  and  1886  a  somewhat  serious  outbreak  took 
place,  largely  in  the  suburban  districts,  and  amongst  comparatively  well-to-do 
people  (60).  There  were  fifty-two  deaths  during  1885.  Rapidly  fatal  cases 
with  purpuric  spots  were  not  wanting  (61). 

In  1884  a  small  but  very  fatal  outbreak  took  place  at  Galston  near 
Kilmarnock.  Out  of  seven  cases  five  were  fatal,  some  with  extreme  rapidity. 
Personal  intercourse  was  traced  between  the  various  patients,  so  that  contagion 
seemed  probable  (62). 

At  Aberdeen,  in  1885,  Ogston  examined  the  body  of  a  child  which  died  of 
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acute  cerebral  meningitis  ;  this  lie  referred  to  disease  of  the  nasal  bones,  but  he 
notes  that  another  child  of  the  family  died  of  meningitis,  and  that  the  father 
had  symptoms  of  the  same  disease. 

Similarly,  near  Faversham  in  1886  two  deaths  occurred  in  one  family  from 
meningitis  (64). 

1890. — In  July,  August,  and  September  1890  (65),  there  was  an  outbreak 
in  five  neighbouring  villages  on  the  border  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  (Oakley, 
Broome,  Scole,  Kenton,  Bressiugham) ;  the  symptoms  appear  to  have  been  typical ; 
there  were  twenty  cases  and  two  deaths  :  one  post-mortem  was  made,  in  which 
evidence  of  meningitis  was  found.  No  cause  could  be  assigned  for  the  disease. 
In  a  village  thirty  miles  away.  Great  Horkesly,  near  Colchester,  there  was 
another  case.  Near  Maldon,  in  Essex,  some  obscure  and  rapidly  fatal  ca-ses  of 
fever  had  been  seen  that  same  autumn.  In  certain  Lincolnshire  villages 
scattered  cases  possibly  of  a  similar  nature  occurred  ;  thus  at  Willingham,  near 
Gainsborough,  a  gipsy  boy  died  apparently  from  pneumonia  and  meningitis  ;  at 
Holbeach,  near  Spalding,  a  woman  died  with  symptoms  of  meningitis ;  and  a 
severe  though  non-fatal  case  occurred  at  Gedney  Hill,  about  ten  miles  from 
Holbeach.  Two  cases  are  said  to  have  occurred  in  the  preceding  year  near 
Oundle,  in  a  village  distant  about  twenty  miles  from  Gedney  Hill. 

In  March,  April,  May  and  June  1890  four  cases  of  idiopathic  cerebro-spinal 
meningitis  were  examined  post-morteni  at  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital  (66). 

J.  A.  Ormerod. 
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INFLUENZA 

In  attempting  the  description  of  a  disease  we  are  often  in  doubt  how 
best  to  set  about  the  task.  Influenza  offers  no  exception  to  this  rule, 
but  happily,  so  to  speak,  it  has  overreached  itself,  and  by  the  very  width 
of  its  I'ange  of  action  over  the  human  body  has  simplified  matters  in  a 
way  that  may  not  at  first  be  apparent.  Clearly  the  only  possible 
presentation  of  a  disease  so  multiform  in  its  character  as  influenza,  is  to 
describe  it  first  of  all,  in  as  full  a  manner  as  space  permits,  on  its  clinical 
aspect,  and  thereafter  to  discuss  its  pathology  and  treatment. 

It  is  not  well  to  pay  too  much  attention  to  the  disease  as  it  has 
appeared  in  other  countries.  After  all  it  is  the  disease  as  it  appears 
here  in  England  which  concerns  us ;  and  it  is  too  often  forgotten 
that,  although  the  whole  world  is  kin,  yet  there  are  racial  and  climatic 
influences  that  must  make  some  difference  in  the  picture  of  disease  as  it 
has  occurred  here  or  there, — a  difference  which  may  well  come  in  to 
throw  light  upon  some  of  the  obscure  points  in  the  natural  history 
of  a  malady,  but  which  is  of  less  importance  from  the  practical  stand- 
point of  its  management  as  we  have  to  deal  with  it  amongst  ourselves. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  however,  the  disease  has  departed  little  if  at  all 
from  certain  broad  characters,  whatever  the  affected  area. 

Desepiption. — To  present  the  disease  at  all  adequately  it  is  necessary 
to  describe  groups  of  cases.    In  actual  exjjerience  all  groups  must  neces- 
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sarily  blend  somewhat,  nevertheless  each  is  sufficiently  distinct  to  demand 
separate  mention.  ♦ 

All  cases  present,  more  or  less,  certain  features  in  common ;  it  will 
be  convenient,  therefore,  to  descril)e  first  of  all  what  we  may  call  com- 
mon influenza.  A  healthy  person  is  suddenly,  one  may  say  without 
exaggeration  that  many  are  instantaneously  attacked  with  violent  aching 
of  the  head  and  eyel)alls  ;  with  a  pain  in  the  back,  perhaps  so  severe  as  to 
resemble  the  onset  of  variola ;  with  racking  in  the  bones  that  could  not 
be  worse  if  they  were  being  broken  ;  with  a  general  distressful  soreness  ; 
sharp  fever  without  any  corresponding  acceleration  of  the  pulse,  and  a 
hard  dry  cough,  sometimes  with  coryza  as  from  a  bad  cold.  Often 
enough  there  is  some  little  delirium  during  the  first  day  or  two,  and 
not  a  few  cases  have  even  been  ushered  in  by  an  acute  maniacal  delirium. 
The  tongue  is  thickly  coated  with  a  Avhite  creamy  fur,  it  is  flabby, 
indented  by  the  teeth,  and  tremulous.  The  breath  has  often  a  peculiarly 
offensive  odour,  and  the  patient  suffers  from  a  sudden  prostration,  both 
mental  and  physical,  altogether  out  of  proportion  to  the  duration  or 
apparent  severity  of  his  illness.  The  spleen  has  been  found  enlarged 
in  some  cases. 

The  fever  lasts,  perhaps,  three,  four  or  five  days  and  then  subsides, 
leaving  the  patient  weak  and  much  depressed,  and  with  a  feeling  of  having 
undergone  a  serious  illness  in  a  shoi't  space  of  time.  To  add  to  the 
discomfoi't,  after  a  day  or  two  chills  are  apt  to  recur,  usually  down  the 
back.  These  are  followed  by  profuse  sweats,  which  may  be  repeated 
again  and  again,  and  perhaps  only  slowly  disappear  some  time  after  the 
more  essential  symptoms  have  entirely  passed  away. 

The  first  case  of  influenza  that  I  recognised  occurred  on  December 
24,  1889.  The  disease  had  not  then  declared  itself  in  epidemic  form  in 
England.  But,  as  other  observers  have  stated,  cases  had  occurred  at 
any  rate  in  the  two  or  three  weeks  previously.  A  strong  healthy  man 
went  to  Manchester  to  play  a  football  match.  He  went  with  a  bad  cold 
upon  him,  and  there  he  became  so  much  M'orse  that  he  returned  home 
again,  by  which  time  he  was  so  exceedingly  ill  that  his  brother,  a 
medical  man,  became  much  alarmed.  He  was  delirious,  prostrate, 
restless,  with  a  temperature  of  102°,  a  very  distressing  diy  cough,  a 
generally  tremulous  condition  of  the  muscles,  and  a  thickly  furred 
tongue.  His  lungs  gave  no  evidence  of  pneumonia,  but  the  air  entered 
badly,  and  .there  were  plenty  of  sibilant  rhonchi  and  rales,  a  state  of 
things  that  indicated  that  the  bases  were  engorged — ■"  congested,"  as  I 
should  prefer  to  say.  These  various  symptoms,  combined  with  a  little 
diarrhoea,  gave  the  case  the  appearance  of  typhoid  fever,  but  the  tem- 
perature, falling  almost  at  once  to  normal,  led  to  a  correct  diagnosis, 
and  he  rapidly  convalesced. 

Of  the  simple  catarrhal  form,  with  its  prostration  and  pulmonary 
congestion,  this  is  an  ordinary  case  of  moderate  severity  ;  but  there  are 
cases  in  which  the  poison  is  apparently  much  more  virulent,  and  where  in 
consequence  the  disease  assumes  still  more  of  the  characters  of  typhoid 
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fever.  A  striking  example  of  this  occurred  also  early  in  the  epidemic  of 
1889.  A  young  healthy  man  came  to  town  to  spend  Christmas  with  his 
relatives,  who  were  in  an  hotel.  Within  a  short  time  from  his  arrival  he 
was  seized  with  an  overwhelming  drowsiness  and  fever.  His  drowsiness 
was  indeed  so  great  that  he  could  by  no  means  be  kept  awake,  and  in 
this  respect  the  case  corresponded  to  a  mild  attack  of  the  sleeping  form 
of  influenza  as  it  has  occurred  in  this  epidemic,  and  has  been  recorded  as 
"  nona  "  by  Braun  and  others  (1).  He  was  removed  to  a  nursing  home  be- 
cause of  some  slight  roseola  which  suggested  scarlatina,  but  within  a  few 
hours  he  was  so  prostrate,  with  so  much  subsultus,  and  a  tongue  so  dry, 
brown,  and  cracked,  that  he  presented  the  appearance  of  some  severe 
form  of  continued  fever.  There  was  somewhat  of  the  dusky  appearance 
of  a  case  of  typhus,  the  engorgement  of  lung  either  of  that  or  of  enteric 
fever,  the  pulse  about  the  ordinary  rate  of  typhoid ;  but  the  pyrexia  did 
not  run  the  course  of  either  of  these,  and  in  five  or  six  days  the  fever 
had  spent  itself  and  the  man  was  convalescent. 

Another  group  may  well  be  styled  "  pulmonaiy  influenza,"  for  the 
violence  of  the  disease  expends  itself  chiefly  upon  the  respiratory  tract. 
There  is  the  same  sudden  attack,  with  the  aching  head  and  limbs,  the 
fever,  the  thickly-coated  tongue.  But  the  cough  is  more  troublesome, 
there  is  more  obvious  impediment  to  the  respiration,  and  the  posterior 
parts  of  the  lungs  are  full  of  sharp,  sticky  rales  of  a  quality  quite 
peculiar  to  the  disease.  This  condition  will  often  slowly  increase,  and 
extend  over  the  lung,  the  fever  continuing,  and  the  condition  of  the 
patient  becoming  more  and  more  embarrassed.  Delirium  supervenes, 
the  pulse  at  last  mounts  up,  and  the  case  terminates  fatally,  without,  so 
far  as  the  physical  signs  go,  any  evidence  of  consolidation  being  at  any 
time  present.  Sometimes  in  the  course  of  the  bronchial  catarrh  patches 
of  solid  lung  will  appear  here  and  there,  or  an  acute  pleuro-pneumonia 
will  suddenly  light  up.  In  some  of  these  the  influenza  bacillus  has  been 
found,  thus  showing  the  disease  in  ti'uth  to  be  influenzal  pneumonia ; 
in  others,  again,  only  the  pneumococcus,  giving  support  to  another  con- 
tention that  the  consolidation  is  in  some  cases  a  sequel  or  complication, 
and  not  the  primary  disease. 

When  pleurisy  occurs  it  often  runs  on  into  an  empyema.  In 
most  cases,  happily,  the  catarrh,  though  slow  in  taking  its  departure, 
gradually  becomes  of  a  less  glutinous  quality,  and  the  expectoration  more 
and  more  free,  until  the  amount  of  the  purulent  discharge  expector- 
ated becomes  so  excessive  that  one  wonders  where  it  can  all  come  from, 
seeing  that  there  are  seldom  any  physical  signs  adequate  to  so  profuse  a 
flux.  Sometimes  the  pulmonary  affection  leads  to  haemoptysis,  occa- 
sionally profuse,  and  to  hoarseness,  and  may  thus  have  much  superficial 
likeness  to  tuberculosis.  Into  this — the  pulmonary  form — the  simple  or 
common  influenza  often  passes.  There  is  often,  indeed,  a  much  quickened 
respiration,  even  when  there  are  no  physical  signs  of  any  pulmonary 
disease,  and  Graves  (quoted  by  Thompson  (10))  describes  a  dyspnoea 
which  is  not  to  be  exjilained  by  any  stethoscopic  signs.    Over  and  over 
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again,  too,  there  is  the  history  of  three  or  four  days  of  fever,  then 
a  return  to  a  normal  temperature  and  apparent  convalescence ;  and 
then,  after  perhaps  twenty-four  or  more  hours,  a  relapse,  not  infre- 
quently ascribed  to  some  indiscretion  in  uncovering  or  what  not,  but 
which,  in  most  cases,  is  probably  a  part  of  the  disease.  And  with  the 
relapse  come  more  pulmonary  symptoms — more  cough,  more  expectora- 
tion, more  fever,  a  gradual  and  too  often  uncontrollable  invasion  of  the 
lung  by  the  glutinous  bronchitis  already  described,  and  in  too  many 
cases  death  eventually  by  the  delirium  and  the  exhaustion  of  a  gradually 
asphyxiating  bronchitis,  or  of  a  pneumonia  that  knows  no  crisis. 

Even,  when  the  disease  clears  up  it  is  very  slow  in  its  progress  ; 
the  expectoration  remains  profuse  and  purulent  ;  the  lung  is  slow  in 
expanding  to  its  full  extent  again,  and,  until  it  has  completely  recovered, 
is  very  prone  to  temporary  recurrences  of  the  old  physical  signs. 

Influenza  that  spends  itself  pi'imarily  and  chiefly  upon  the  heart  is 
not  a  common  occurrence,  but  it  is  a  very  grave  matter  when  it  does 
happen.  The  symptoms  are  a  frequent  and  alarming  tendency  to  syncoj^e, 
and  a  feeble,  irregular,  and  often  a  very  rapid  pulse. 

A  waiter,  ?et.  thirty-five,  who  had  drunk  freely,  was  suddenly  taken  ill 
with  influenza.  He  kept  at  his  work  as  long  as  he  found  himself  able — 
a  matter  of  a  day  or  two  only — and  then  sent  for  his  doctor.  His  state 
was  as  follows :  He  was  a  well-nourished  man,  sitting  half  upright  in 
bed,  with  a  short,  panting  respiration  and  slight  lividity  of  the  lips. 
His  pulse  at  the  wrist  was  hardly  perceptible,  though  regular,  120  in 
the  minute.  His  general  condition  reminded  me  most  of  cases  of  severe 
pericardial  effusion,  but  there  was  no  evidence  of  any  increase  of  the  pre- 
cordial dvdness,  nor  were  the  sounds  muffled  in  any  way.  The  impulse 
was  diffused  and  palpable  beyond  the  nipple,  the  first  sound  was  metallic 
and  flapping  in  character,  but  there  was  no  murmur.  The  other  viscera 
were  in  good  order.  The  only  conclusion  that  seemed  possible  was  that 
an  acute  dilatation  of  the  heart  had  taken  place,  and  the  man  was  so  ill 
that  he  appeared  likely  to  die.  As  a  rather  forlorn  hope  strychnia  was 
injected  subcutaneously  with  much  apparent  benefit,  and  he  recovered. 

The  signs  of  cardiac  failure  are  for  the  most  part  a  ready  tendency 
to  fainting,  a  feeble,  irregular  pulse,  sometimes  pallor,  precordial 
distress  or  pain,  and  sweating.  There  are  records  of  a  fatal  issue  under 
such  circumstances,  sometimes  sudden,  like  the  paralysis  of  diphtheria  ; 
at  other  times  deferred  for  a  few  days,  after  the  manner  of  acute  dila- 
tation of  the  heart.  For  example,  a  middle-aged  man  of  very  nervous 
temperament  was  taken  ill  with  influenza.  He  was  kept  in  bed  and 
had  no  alarming  symptoms,  but  as  he  flagged  and  was  depressed  he  was 
told  to  get  up.  In  the  exertion  attendant  upon  the  effort  he  was 
seized  with  most  alarming  faintness,  from  which  it  was  difficult  to  rally 
him — indeed,  he  never  did  rally  thoroughly,  for  his  hands  and  feet  re- 
mained cold,  his  face  was  a  dusky  gray,  his  pulse  beat  140  per  minute,  and 
was  very  feeble,  the  first  sound  of  the  heart  was  so  feeble  as  to  be  hardly 
audible,  he  was  constantly  sick,  and  he  died  in  about  thirty-six  hours. 
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When  recovery  takes  place  from  attacks  of  this  kind  the  heart  may 
yet  be  long  in  returning  to  a  natural  action,  the  pulse  remaining  feeble, 
intermittent,  irregular,  or  easily  disturbed  ;  and  Dr.  Sansom  has  recorded 
cases  of  persistent  tachycardia.  The  pulse  is  sometimes  unnaturally 
slow  as  well  as  intermittent  or  irregular — 40  to  50  per  minute  only — in 
this  also  showing  a  striking  likeness  to  one  of  the  ominous  symptoms  in 
diphtheria. 

As  an  affection  of  the  circulation  thrombosis  of  one  or  other  of 
the  larger  veins  of  the  extremities  may  here  be  mentioned.  I  have  seen 
seven  cases  of  this  complication  which  occurred  in  all  the  cases  before 
convalescence  had  set  in,  but  in  some,  probably  in  all,  the  fever  was  a 
long  one  ;  this  feature,  occurring  in  the  second  or  third  week  of  the 
disease,  helped  in  two  or  three  cases  to  determine  the  real  nature 
of  an  otherwise  indeterminate  fever. 

Passing  next  to  the  more  strictly  nervous  phenomena  of  influenza 
we  are  confronted  by  the  most  bewildering  as  it  is  the  most  interesting 
feature  of  the  disease.  And  surely  of  these  the  suddenness  of  onset  is 
both  the  earliest  and  most  striking.  A  medical  man  went  to  bed  in 
his  usual  health,  as  he  thought,  and  getting  up  during  the  night  to  void 
urine,  he  fell  to  the  ground,  and  was  so  weak  that  he  was  unable  to  get 
into  bed  again  without  assistance.  Another  man  was  out  in  his  dog- 
cart driving  and  quite  well.  He  suddenly  fell  out  insensible.  He 
was  picked  up,  got  into  the  cart  and  drove  himself  home ;  but  although 
he  had  broken  a  rib  he  remembers  nothing  about  the  drive,  and  when 
he  arrived  was  so  dazed  that  he  wanted  to  get  into  bed  with  his  boots 
on,  and  was  thought  to  be  intoxicated.  Many  similar  and  even  more 
striking  instances  might  be  given  of  the  extraordinary  rapidity  with 
which  strong  men  were  instantaneously  laid  low ;  but  these  must  suffice. 

Then  there  is  the  intense  headache ;  the  extreme  prostration,  quite 
out  of  proportion  to  the  severity  of  the  fever ;  the  occasional  maniacal 
delirium  of  the  onset,  or,  it  may  be,  even  definite  symptoms  of  menin- 
gitis ;  the  marked  mental  depression  that  marches  with  the  disease  or 
follows  it.  Neuralgia,  too,  is  very  common,  sometimes  mapping  out 
the  distribution  of  certain  nerves,  and  followed  by  paralysis  or  other 
evidence  of  neuritis  \  sometimes  attacking  organs  and  producing,  for 
example,  pain  in  the  eyeball,  chest  pang,  nephralgia,  neuralgia  of  the 
testis.  Then  there  are  the  racking  pains  in-  the  bones — pains  indeed 
almost  anywhere ;  subjective  sensations  of  all  sorts  and  in  all  parts,  for 
this  short  summary  is  bald  indeed  in  comparison  with  the  multitudinous 
effects  described  by  the  many  who  were  affected. 

Of  the  disease  as  it  spends  itself  upon  the  abdominal  organs,  it  will 
suffice  perhaps  to  say  that  in  one  of  the  later  recrudescences  of  the  1889 
to  1895  epidemic  there  were  a  fair  proportion  of  cases  in  which  the  chief 
symptom  was  of  choleraic  character — the  attack  being  ushered  in  by  a 
profuse  watery  diarrhoea.  A  gentleman  who  lived  upon  a  well-appointed 
flat,  and  who,  therefore,  had  everything  handy  to  his  convenience, 
related  that  his  attack  was  so  sudden,  so  urgent,  and  so  profuse,  that  it 
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was  impossible  for  him  to  retain  his  control  over  his  sphincter,  and  that 
in  the  few  yards  between  his  room  and  the  water-closet  a  stream  of 
fluid  poured  from  him.  Dr.  Simon  of  Birmingham  -has  put  on  record 
(2)  a  series  of  similar  cases,  abdominal  pain  and  collapse  being  added  to 
the  liquid  discharges  in  true  cholera  fashion.  Of  other  less  common 
modes  of  onset  it  is  less  necessaiy  to  speak,  for  it  is  quite  impossible 
to  mention  all  the  vagaries  of  the  attack  of  this  most  searching  disease  ; 
but  I  have  heard  of  a  series  of  cases  all  of  which  presented  haematuria ; 
and  many  cases  have  commenced  with  sore  throat,  or  acute  pain,  swell- 
ing and  abscess  in  the  ear. 

And  now  before  dismissing  the  primary  disease  and  passing  on  to 
conditions  that  may  with  some  propriety  be  called  sequelae,  there  is  good 
reason  for  taking  the  leading  phenomena  of  the  attack  as  here  enume- 
rated, and  considering  them  a  little  more  in  detail. 

Of  the  suddenness  of  onset  enough  has  perhaps  been  said.  It  was 
so  sudden  in  some  cases  as  to  be  instantaneous,  and  the  completeness  of 
the  prostration  by  which  it  not  only,  as  it  were,  flung  strong  men  down, 
but  kept  them  down,  was  a  thing  that  appears  to  be  almost  peculiar 
to  the  disease.  Only  in  Cholera  Asiatica  is  the  collapse  anything 
like  so  sudden  and  continuous,  arid  herein  it  is  due,  perhaps,  not  so 
much  to  physical  weakness  as  to  retardation  of  the  circulation  and  the 
mental  hebetude  entailed  by  it. 

The  headache  was  of  an  unusually  severe  character.  Descriptions 
of  it  varied,  but  it  was  mostly  frontal  or  orbital,  and  of  that  terrible 
kind  that  forbids  sleep  and  goads  the  patient  into  delirium.  It  was 
very  like  the  bad  headache  that  ushers  in  many  a  case  of  typhoid  fever ; 
but  it  seldom  lasted  so  long,  and  usually  subsided  after  two  or  three 
days,  often  earlier. 

The  aches  and  pains  in  the  bones  and  general  soreness,  in  like 
manner,  were  very  severe ;  sometimes  they  were  like  the  pain  of  a 
breaking  bone ;  sometimes  they  resembled  not  a  little  the  lightning 
pains  of  tabes  dorsalis ;  sometimes  there  was  a  more  general  ache  and 
soreness  in  head,  in  shoulders,  loins,  thighs,  that  forbade  ease  in  any 
position  and  gave  rise  to  an  indescribable  unrest.  Fortunately,  as  with 
the  headache,  the  pains  did  not  usually  last  in  any  severity  over  two  or 
three  days. 

The  appearance  of  the  tongue  was  quite  characteristic.  With  occa- 
sional exceptions,  such  as  have  been  mentioned,  it  was  tremulous,  large, 
soft,  indented  by  the  teeth,  moist,  and  uniformly  coated  with  a  thick, 
perhaps  rather  dirty,  creamy  fur.  This  was  usually  associated  with 
a  peculiarly  offensive  fetid  odour  of  breath,  which  one  cannot  attempt  to 
describe.  Indeed,  who  should  attempt  to  describe  a  smell  unless  there 
be  an  easily  recognisable  odour  with  which  to  compare  it  ?  The  chief 
characteristic  of  this  influenza  smell  was  its  overpowering  nastiness. 
The  odour  of  the  sweat  of  influenza  has  also  been  described  as  peculiar 
— peppery,  mousy,  fusty,  or  mouldy  (3). 

Of  the  pulse,  the  most  distinguishing  characteristic  seemed  to  me  to 
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be  that  for  the  severity  of  the  illness  it  seldom  underwent  any  j^ropor- 
tionate  acceleration.  A  sharp  fever  with  a  pulse  of  only  80  or  90  was 
quite  a  usual  occurrence. 

Coryzal  symptoms  were  sometimes  severe,  but  they  were  not  a  pre- 
dominant feature  in  this  epidemic.  Probably  they  were  more  often  in 
evidence  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  outbreak  than  in  its  later  years. 

The  cough  no  less  had  features  of  its  own.  It  was  hard,  dry  and 
racking.  It  did  not  ease  itself  by  its  occurrence.  It  often  came  on  in 
violent  paroxysms,  suggestive,  as  some  have  said,  of  Avhooping-cough,  and 
with  the  headache,  often  existing  meanwhile,  would  give  rise  to  the  most 
intolerable  disquiet.  It  was  not  accompanied  by  any  expectoration  to 
speak  of,  and  it  was  exceedingly  intractable  to  remedies.  From  one  to 
another  went  the  question — What  is  the  best  remedy  for  the  cough  of 
influenza  1  and  the  common  experience  seemed  to  be  that  no  drug 
could  be  relied  upon. 

Passing  next  to  the  fever,  it  had  no  very  definite  type,  and  unless 
disturbed  by  any  complication,  pulmonary  or  other,  it  did  not  usually 
run  to  any  unusual  height.  Its  duration  was  variable ;  in  many  cases 
not  more  than  three  or  four  days ;  but  in  many  also  it  would  run  ten  or 
twelve,  or  even  more.  In  not  a  few  it  ran  the  twenty-one-day  fever  of 
typhoid  very  close.  It  might  be  said  by  some  that  the  fever  was  also 
very  liable  to  relapse,  but  this  would  not  perhaps  be  strictly  true,  for 
this  relapse  was  almost  always  associated  with  the  occurrence  of  some 
complication,  even  though,  as  I  should  certainly  contend,  such  com- 
plications— pneumonia,  for  example — by  their  frequent  occurrence 
showed  themselves  to  be  a  part  of  the  disease.  It  has  been  asked  by 
some  whether  influenza  is  ever  an  apyrexial  disease.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  it  is  so  sometimes,  as  virulent  forms  of  other  infectious 
diseases  may  be.  A  lady  in  the  height  of  one  of  the  outbreaks  came 
to  feel  so  exceedingly  ill  that  she  was  obliged  to  take  to  bed.  She 
had  excessive  headache,  and  neuralgic  pains  in  various  parts  of  the 
body,  and  was  ill  for  many  days,  and  much  depressed  for  some  time 
afterwards.  Her  temperature  was  below  normal  all  the  time.  My 
colleague.  Dr.  Wilks  (4),  records,  amongst  several  others,  the  case  of  a 
gentleman,  with  whom  he  is  well  acquainted,  who  suffered  severely,  and 
was  many  weeks  ill  with  influenza,  yet  who  had  no  fever  at  any  time. 
A  very  well-known  and  able  practitioner  of  my  acquaintance  in  the 
provinces  even  contends  that  "  typical  influenza "  has  no  fever.  It 
is  not  possible  to  accept  such  a  statement  of  influenza  in  general, 
but  it  is  possible  that  it  may  be  true  for  a  special  locality  or  a  special 
period  of  an  outbreak.  At  any  rate,  the  observation  is  of  importance 
as  bearing  upon  the  general  question,  and  the  point  cannot  be 
contested.  And  why  should  it  be  ?  Contagious  diseases  are  by  no 
means  wanting  which  show  a  similar  peculiarity.  Cholera  is  one ;  but 
the  most  comparable  is  diphtheria,  a  disease  mostly  associated  with 
pyrexia,  but  in  which  pyrexia  may  be  quite  absent,  and  that  without 
allowing  thereby  of  any  more  hopeful  forecast.    Any  poison  specially 
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noxious  to  the  nerve  centres  may  so  alter  the  natural  heat-regulating 
processes  as  to  appear  upon  occasion  as  an  apyrexial  disease.  That 
influenza  is  a  malady  that  expends  its  force  largely  upon  the  nervous 
centres  cannot  at  this  date  be  denied,  and  it  is  equally  certain  that  it 
may  strike,  and  strike  hard,  and  yet  the  sufferer  be  free  from  fever  all 
the  time  \yide  arts,  on  other  Infections]. 

Another  common  and  characteristic  symptom,  at  any  rate  after  two 
or  three  days  had  passed,  was  the  occurrence  of  drenching  sweats. 
They  were  variable  in  severity — to  judge  from  the  descriptions  of  the 
sufferers — from  a  peculiarly  unpleasant  feeling  of  cold  down  the  back 
up  to  the  most  profuse  sweats.  Moreover,  as  with  other  features  of  the 
disease,  they  were  very  obstinate  in  their  tendency  to  recurrence,  and 
many  were  the  cases  in  which  this  symptom  outlasted  all  the  others, 
and,  indeed,  only  gradually  died  out  after  many  weeks,  or  even 
months. 

The  occurrence  of  rigors  is  another  characteristic  that  may  be 
coupled  with  the  sweats,  because  it  emphasises  the  likeness  of  this 
disease  to  those  of  malarial  origin — a  likeness  that  has  shown  itself  from 
the  earliest  days  of  the  history  of  the  disease  when  ague  and  influenza 
appear  to  have  been  considered  in  common.  So  far  as  my  own  expei'i- 
ence  goes,  I  think  it  may  be  said  that  hitherto,  and  until  the  occurrence 
of  the  late  epidemic,  those  of  the  present  generation  were  unfamiliar 
with  severe  and  repeated  rigors,  except  as  the  heralds  of  acute  disease  or 
of  true  ague,  or  of  localised  suppuration  in  this  part  or  that,  for  example, 
in  the  cellular  tissue  or  liver.  But  influenza  introduced  us  to  another 
common  cause  of  rigors,  and  severe  and  repeated  shiverings  which,  before 
1889,  would  certainly  have  been  taken  to  indicate  the  formation  of  pus, 
have  now  to  be  considered  from  a  wider  point  of  view.  I  have  several 
times  known  of  rigors  so  severe  and  so  repeated,  and  the  patient  to  be 
so  ill,  as  to  give  the  appearance  and  the  subjective  sensation  of  impend- 
ing death  ;  that  one  could  not  but  surmise  the  case  to  be  one  of  virulent 
septic  poisoning,  or  of  the  local  formation  of  pus ;  and  yet,  after  pro- 
voking this  diagnosis,  the  symptoms  have  disappeared  again  without 
any  such  untoward  result.  I  have  also  known  of  three  cases,  at  least, 
in  which  daily  recurring  rigors  lasted  over  several  weeks. 

Yet  one  more  symptom  may  be  insisted  upon,  because  I  have  repeat- 
edly found  it  of  value  in  diagnosis,  namely,  the  extensive  diffusion  over 
the  bases  of  the  lungs  of  characteristic  sharp,  sticky  rales.  It  is  a  pity 
that  no  verbal  description  can  convey  an  idea  of  the  peculiarity  of 
this  feature  of  the  disease.  It  will  occur  to  many  that  the  bronchitis 
of  typhoid  cannot  be  very  different,  and  yet  any  one  familiar  with  the 
pulmonary  sounds  in  the  two  diseases  would  surely  bear  out  the 
statement  that  the  two  conditions  are  distinguishable  by  the  ear.  In 
typhoid  fever  the  abnormal  sounds  are  chiefly  sibilant  and  musical 
wheezings,  with  no  great  amount  of  rale.  In  influenza  the  rales  were  of 
medium  size,  sharp  in  quality,  and  conveying  the  idea  of  a  peculiar 
viscidity  of  the  contents  of  the  smaller  bronchial  tubes.    And  the 
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clinical  course  of  the  pulmonary  affection  \yas  quite  in  accord  with  this 
presumption  of  the  nature  of  the  diseased  product.  For  in  many  cases 
the  mucus  could  not  be  expelled,  and  it  was  long  before  there  was  any 
expectoration.  And  for  the  same  reason  the  lung  was  long  in  returning 
to  its  healthy  state.  In  many  cases,  indeed,  here  was  one  of  the  chief 
dangers  of  the  disease ;  the  mischief  crept  from  some  small  area  at  the 
base  of  one  lung  over  a  larger  and  larger  area  of  that  lung,  and  then  to 
the  other  lung,  without  showing  any  sign  of  giving  way  :  in  not  a  few 
cases  the  patient  was  slowly  choked  by  the  spread  of  an  exudation  or 
secretion,  with  the  formation  or  expectoration  of  which  medicine  was 
quite  powerless  to  deal. 

And  now  to  pass  to  the  after-effects  of  influenza :  I  can  hardly  do 
better  than  set  out  with  the  words  of  a  layman  who,  in  describing  its 
effects,  said,  "It  hit  me  hard,  for  it  ridged  my  nails."  As  with  the 
initial  symptoms  of  the  disease,  so  with  the  sequete,  the  general  pros- 
tration may  well  take  precedence  of  any  other  more  definite  nerve 
lesions.  For  of  all  the  complaints  that  are  made  there  is  certainly  none 
more  common  than  this  :  "  I  had  the  influenza,  and  have  never  been 
well  since."  It  may  be  that  the  sufferer  complains  of  frequent  head- 
ache ;  but  more  often  of  a  feeling  of  constant  "  good-for-nothingness," 
an  everlasting  sense  of  fatigue,  both  of  body  and  mind  :  to  move  is  an 
exertion  that  is  almost  insupportable,  and  is  followed  by  profuse  sweats  ; 
all  power  of  sustained  thought  is  gone.  Dr.  Gowers  has  well  de- 
scribed this  state  of  things.  "  It  is,"  he  says,  "  an  intense  feeling  of 
inertia.  Every  action,  physical  or  mental,  requires  an  effort  of  the  will 
to  initiate  and  maintain  it  that  is  almost  painful.  Immobility  of  mind 
and  body  alone  seem  possible,  and  yet  even  rest  has  to  be  endured,  for 
it  brings  no  freedom  from  the  sense  of  prostration.  So  strange  and  un- 
familiar is  the  state  that  it  seems  at  first  as  if  it  would  be  only  transient, 
and  would  be  gone  to-morrow ;  but  the  mistake  is  realised  when  day 
after  day,  week  after  week,  passes  without  relief.  In  perhaps  the  majority 
it  is  only  after  some  months  that  the  natural  freedom  of  untrammelled 
effort  is  regained."  To  this  may  be  added  that  even  now,  five  years  after 
the  original  outbreak  of  this  the  latest  epidemic,  there  are  many  who 
still  suffer  more  or  less  from  sensations  such  as  are  here  described. 

Again,  frequent  is  the  case  where  peculiar  "  all-overish  "  attacks  have 
repeatedly  seized  the  man  or  woman ;  sometimes  flushings,  sometimes 
indescribable  internal  sensations,  but  in  all  cases  associated  with  such  a 
dread  or  panic  of  impending  death  that,  as  several  persons  have  told 
me,  they  would  far  sooner  die  outright  and  have  done  with  it. 

Of  more  definite  disease  of  the  nervous  system  I  have  myself  seen 
several  cases  of  temporary  mental  aberration,  and  Dr.  Althaus  has  col- 
lected many  cases  of  all  kinds,  from  simple  hypochondriasis  to  melan- 
cholia, mania,  and  general  paralysis.  Suicidal  temptations  seemed 
especially  to  follow  influenza.  Cases  of  this  sort  are  observed  after  other 
severe  febrile  affections — typhoid  fever,  for  instance — but  after  no  one 
can  it  be  said  that  such  an  occurrence  is  anything  like  so  common  as 
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has  been  our  experience  in  influenza.  But  we  are  not  dependent  upon 
what  may  be  called  functional  maladies  such  as  these,  for  there  have 
been  cases  of  acute  meningitis,  for  example,  during  the  recent  epidemic 
M'hich  have  afforded  presumptive  evidence  of  being  related  to  influenza. 
Or  if  such  cases  as  these  allow  of  doubt,  there  are  other  acute  lesions  of 
spinal  cord  and  nerves  which  have  been  recorded  in  considerable 
number.  Neuralgia,  of  one  distribution  or  another,  has  been  noted  in 
any  number  of  cases ;  and  of  still  more  serious  lesions,  Dr.  Buzzard, 
in  a  later  volume  of  this  work,  will  record  a  case  of  acute  muliiplc 
neuritis  that  came  under  the  cognisance  of  Professor  Clifibrd  Allbutt 
and  himself,  which  terminated  fatally.  Dr.  Gowers  alludes  to  cases  of 
neuritis,  and  also  to  the  curious  circumstance  that  disturbances  of 
sensation  appear  to  be  less  common  in  this  form  than  in  that  produced 
by  other  toxic  agents.  Dr.  Gowers  also  notes  that  influenzal  neuritis 
appears  more  prone  to  attack  the  face  than  other  forms.  A  case  is 
quoted  from  Westphal,  where  a  man  aged  twenty-five,  on  the  eighth  day 
of  convalescence  from  a  sharp  attack  of  influenza,  found  that  his  limbs 
were  becoming  weak.  The  loss  of  power  rapidly  increased,  included  all 
his  limbs,  and  extended  to  both  sides  of  his  face.  The  nerve-trunks  and 
muscles  of  the  trunk  were  tender,  and  the  muscles  quickly  lost  faradic 
irritability,  but  preserved  voltaic— the  reaction  characteristic  of  nerve 
degeneration.  There  was  but  slight  disturbance  of  sensation.  AVhen 
the  loss  of  power  had  reached  a  considerable  degree  it  was  accompanied  by 
the  peculiar  oedema  of  the  extremities,  often  met  with  in  multiple  neuritis. 
Then  the  palsy  ceased  to  increase,  and  after  two  weeks  more  began 
to  lessen — at  first  slowly,  and  then  rapidly ;  and  went  on  to  complete 
recovery.  Dr.  Clifford  Allbutt  tells  me  of  a  case  of  peripheral 
neuritis  of  the  lower  extremities,  in  which  the  gait  resembled  a  case  of 
locomotor  ataxy  ;  the  knee-jerks,  however,  remained.  I  have  myself  seen 
two  cases  of  paresis  of  the  lower  extremities  associated  Avith  muscular 
wasting,  and  have  seen  or  heard  of  many  cases  of  local  wasting  of  groujis 
of  muscles  that  indicated  a  localised  neuritis.  A  very  interesting  group 
of  this  sort  are  the  ophthalmoplegias.  Of  the  external  group  the 
external  recti  appear  to  be  the  most  often  affected.  Of  internal  ocular 
palsies  loss  of  accommodation  has  been  described,  and  is  said  by  Althaus 
to  be  very  common :  this  is  one  of  the  several  points  of  resemblance 
between  this  disease  and  diphtheria.  Many  other  ocular  troubles  have 
been  described  in  influenza ;  chief  of  them  is  neuritis  of  the  optic 
nerve  or  of  its  sheath,  followed  by  optic  atrophy  and  amaurosis. 
Ulceration  of  the  cornea  was  not  very  uncommon  (Higgens),  and,  in  thus 
mentioning  the  loss  of  sight,  one  may  link  with  it  also  a  loss  of  smell 
sometimes  complained  of,  and  still  more  often  a  loss  of  taste  that 
lingered  long  after  the  disease  had  subsided. 

Besides  these  conditions  changes  have  been  recorded,  both  at  home 
and  abroad,  that  have  not  usually  been  attributed  to  any  toxic  agencv 
such  as  we  suppose  this  disease  to  be.  Of  these  is  acute  myelitis, 
occasionally  localised,  but  more  usually  disseminated  through  more 
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or  less  of  the  spinal  cord.  Even  more  chronic  changes  still  are  said  to 
have  followed  it,  such  as  locomotor  ataxy,  spastic  paralysis,  and  so  on. 
It  is  said  that  these  serious  lesions  are  more  likely  to  occur  in  the  later 
of  repeated  attacks  than  in  the  first,  and  it  is  certain  that  they  bear  no 
relation  to  the  severity  of  the  attack.  The  post-influenzal,  like  the  post- 
diphtheritic nerve  lesions,  may  be  just  as  severe  after  mild  as  after 
severe  attacks.  Dr.  Wilks,  in  respect  of  this  very  point,  contends 
that  we  have  no  right  to  call  many  of  these  nervous  phenomena 
"  sequelae,"  for,  inasmuch  as  in  many  cases  they  are  the  only  symptoms, 
they  are  the  essential  disease.  As  another  sequela  diabetes  may  next 
be  mentioned,  not  because  it  has  been  common,  but  because  of  its 
nervous  origin  :  Dr.  Saundby  has  described  post-influenzal  diabetes,  so 
also  has  Eischel,  and  I  have  seen  a  case.  Sir  T.  Grainger  Stewart 
asserts  that  a  considerable  number  of  cases  took  origin  after  influenza, 
and  that  in  a  considerable  number  of  those  already  diabetic  coma  super- 
vened as  the  result  of  the  intercurrent  malady. 

Of  the  pulmonary  sequelce  pneumonia  was  the  most  frequent. 
That  it  is  often  an  integral  part  of  the  disease  has  already  been  said,  but 
in  many  it  was  probably  rather  a  sequela,  the  influenza  bacillus  being 
absent  and  the  pneumococcus  present.  It  is  necessary,  therefore,  to 
suppose,  as  I  shall  presently  say  of  typhoid  fever,  that  the  influenza  in 
some  cases  laid  its  victim  open  to  an  attack  of  pneumonia. 

In  another  large  number  of  cases  this  seemed  certainly  true  as  regards 
pulmonary  tuberculosis.  Many  a  case  seemed  to  start  from  an  attack 
of  influenza,  and  many  a  case  of  phthisis  was  certainly  sent  on  its  way 
with  an  alarming  increase  in  the  rapidity  of  its  progress.  Asthma, 
though  in  nothing  like  the  same  degree,  is  another  malady  that  has  in 
some  cases  been  definitely  traced  to  an  attack  of  influenza ;  and  in  two 
instances  I  have  known  it  to  be  the  initial  symptom  of  the  epidemic 
disease.  There  is  also  no  doubt,  too,  that  empyema  is  unusually  prone  to 
follow  upon  the  acute  pulmonary  inflammations  that  arise  in  influenza. 
Probably  the  same  may  be  said  of  pyo-pericardium.  I  met  with  four 
cases  in  the  height  of  the  epidemic,  and  I  shall  also  state  my  strong 
belief  that  ulcerative  endocarditis  was  no  uncommon  outcome  ;  at  any  rate 
it  seemed  to  me  to  be  disproportionately  frequent  during  the  epidemic. 
Quite  recently  a  woman  with  mitral  disease  in  Guy's  Hospital  took  influenza, 
and  thenceforward  remained  feverish  and  died  after  several  weeks  of 
malignant  endocarditis  with  infarctions  in  the  spleen  and  pneumonia. 

The  mention  of  unhealthy  inflammations  of  this  sort  may  well  lead 
on  to  the  next  sequela  that  was  very  common,  namely,  the  formation  of 
abscesses  in  various  parts  of  the  body.  Many  were  glandular  abscesses, 
but  not  all.  Abscesses  in  the  brain,  in  the  lungs,  in  and  about  joints, 
in  the  neck,  axilla,  groin,  have  all  been  met  with,  and,  at  one  period  of 
the  epidemic,  otitis  of  the  middle  ear  and  abscess  following  upon 
influenzal  sore  throat  was  quite  a  common  occurrence.  Suppuration  in 
the  antrum  of  Highmore  is  a  distressing  and  possibly  fatal  sequela  which 
for  a  time  may  escape  diagnosis. 
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These  are  the  main  results  of  this  strange  and  terrible  disease. 
But  the  list  is  by  no  means  exhausted.  There  would  appear  to  be  no 
organ  or  tissue  that  may  not  become  the  subject  of  its  attack.  Dr. 
Boulting  tells  me  of  four  cases  of  myxcedema  that  he  believes  to  have 
been  consequences  of  attacks  of  influenza,  and  acute  thyroiditis  was 
twice  recorded  (in  the  British  Medical  Journal)  during  the  year  1895  as 
a  complication  of  influenza.  Purpura  hcemorrhagica  deserves  mention. 
Dr.  Sansom  has  recorded  a  case  associated  with  acute  pemphigus,  and 
Professor  Allbutt  tells  me  of  another  that  occurred  in  a  severe  case  of 
influenza  with  jjneumonia  and  recurrent  attacks  of  mild  mania.  The 
patient  was  a  gentleman  of  forty-five,  over  the  trunk  of  whose  body, 
though  chiefly  towards  the  back  whereon  he  lay,  were  very  black,  close- 
set  petechiae,  that  took  many  weeks  to  fade.  A  variety  of  erythematous 
eruptions  upon  the  skin  have  been  noticed ;  and  albuminuria  and  hsema- 
turia  were  not  uncommon  with  nephritis  as  an  occasional  result.  Orchitis 
has  been  noticed  in  one  or  two  cases. 

Lastly,  one  may  notice  the  persistence,  long  after  the  disease  has 
spent  itself,  of  a  subnor?nal  temperature,  a  condition  that  may  be  taken 
to  mean  either  the  long-lasting  influence  of  the  disease  upon  the  ner- 
vous centres,  or  no  more  than  the  dyspepsia,  the  neuralgia,  the  general 
"  good-for-nothingness  "  which  are  expressive  of  the  severity  of  the  illness 
the  sufferer  has  passed  through.  And  in  this  regard  may  be  mentioned 
two  other  curious  results  of  the  disease  that  are  to  be  explained,  one 
may  suppose,  in  the  same  way  :  one  is  the  development  in  some  people 
of  an  unnatural  appetite.  A  friend  tells  me  that  for  a  long  time  after 
the  attack,  though  habitually  a  small  eater,  and  taking  next  to  no  food 
in  the  middle  of  the  day,  he  would  eat  four  enormous  meals ;  and  if 
from  stress  of  work  he  was  unable  to  get  food,  he  would  suffer  such 
intolerable  agony  in  his  stomach  that  he  would  rather  have  died.  The 
other  point  is  the  toleration  of  alcohol  that  followed  the  disease  in 
some  persons.  A  young  man  told  me  that  he  was  so  weak  after  his 
attack  that  he  daily  took  a  quart  of  stout  at  his  lunch  and  another  at 
dinner,  and  "  it  never  seemed  to  go  anywhere,"  nor  did  he  experience 
any  ill  effect.  An  old  lady,  who  in  ordinary  circumstances  was  a  small 
eater  and  seldom  took  alcohol  in  any  form,  had  a  mild  attack  of  influenza 
and  then  a  relapse  with  diff'use  phlegmonous  cellulitis  of  one  leg. 
She  now  took  food  in  large  quantities,  enough,  it  was  said,  for  three 
men,  so  as  to  be  the  astonishment  of  her  friends  ;  and  she  took  twenty- 
five  ounces  of  brandy,  two-thirds  of  a  bottle  of  port,  and  a  pint  of  cham- 
pagne in  the  twenty-four  hours  for  ten  days  or  more  consecutively 
and  made  a  good  recovery. 

Etiology  and  Pathology. — It  is  a  matter  of  doubt  when  the  disease 
that  we  now  call  influenza  first  appeared  in  England.  In  the  sixteenth 
and  seventeenth  centuries  ague  and  influenza  were  not  adequately 
distinguished.  The  notion  of  ague,  as  Creighton  remarks,  was  upper- 
most, and  there  were  no  means  of  distinguishing  one  disease  from  the 
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other.  In  the  eighteenth  and  nineteenth  centuries  the  idea  of  catarrh 
has  been  the  more  prominent. 

But  it  would  seem  probable  that  since  1650,  or  thereabouts,  a  disease 
of  the  same  characters  as  our  visitant  of  recent  times,  or  approaching 
thereto,  has  now  and  again  appeared  in  this  country.  This,  however, 
would  hardly  be  supposed  from  the  various  appellations  given  to  it. 
Some  of  these,  as  narrated  by  Creighton,  are  as  follows:  In  1562,  "the 
new  acquaintance";  in  1580,  "the  gentle  correction";  and  at  later 
dates  "  the  new  delight,"  "  the  jolly  rant."  There  can  be  few  indeed, 
having  had  experience  of  our  recent  epidemic,  who  would  not  rather 
subscribe  to  the  propriety  of  the  term  "  knock-me-down  fever  "  (applied 
sometimes  to  dengue),  than  speak  of  it  thus  tenderly  as  "the  gentle 
correction,"  and  still  less  as  "  the  new  delight."  Happy  are  we  if  with 
our  recent  and  vivid  memory  of  such  a  scourge  we  can  yet  smile  at 
the  conceits  of  a  bygone  day. 

So  far  as  the  attack  itself  is  concerned,  the  description  of  the 
epidemics  of  earlier  times  is  wonderfully  accurate  now.  Subjoined  is 
a  description  by  Huxham  of  the  disease  as  it  appeared  to  him  in  1733 
(5)  :  "  It  began  with  slight  shivering,  followed  by  transient  erratic  heats, 
headache,  violent  sneezing,  flying  pains  in  the  back  and  chest,  violent 
cough,  a  running  of  thin,  sharp  mucus  from  the  nose  and  mouth.  A 
slight  fever  followed,  with  the  pulse  quick,  but  not  hard  or  tense.  The 
urine  was  thick  and  whitish,  the  sediment  yellowish  white,  seldom  red. 
Several  had  racking  pain  in  the  head,  many  had  singing  in  the  ears  and 
pain  in  the  meatus  auditorius,  where  sometimes  an  abscess  formed ; 
ulcerations  and  swelling  of  the  fauces  were  likewise  very  common.  The 
sick  were  in  general  much  given  to  sweating,  which,  when  it  broke  out 
of  its  own  accord  and  was  very  plentiful,  continuing  without  striking  in 
again,  did  often  in  the  space  of  two  or  three  days  carry  off  the  fever. 
The  disorder  in  other  cases  terminated  with  a  discharge  of  bilious  matter 
by  stool,  and  sometimes  by  the  breaking  forth  of  fiery  pimples.  It  was 
rarely  fatal,  and  then  mostly  to  infants  and  old,  worn-out  people. 
Generally  it  went  off  about  the  fourth  day,  leaving  a  troublesome  cough, 
often  of  long  duration,  and  such  dejection  of  strength  as  one  would 
hardly  have  expected  from  the  shortness  of  the  time.  The  cough  in  all 
was  very  vehe-ment,  hardly  to  be  subdued  by  anodynes ;  and  it  was  so 
protracted  in  some  as  to  throw  them  into  consumption,  which  carried 
them  off  within  a  month  or  two." 

This  description,  except  in  the  statement  that  the  disease  is  rarely 
fatal  except  to  infants  and  old,  worn-out  people — and  it  is  still  em- 
phatically true,  that  to  the  free  liver  and  the  aged  the  risk  was 
largely  increased — would  include  many  of  the  main  features  of  the 
disease  now.  Moreover,  there  are  those  still  living  who  experienced  an 
attack  in  the  epidemic  of  1847-48,  and  who  having  suffered  again  now, 
were  able  to  identify  their  old  enemy  without  any  hesitation.  Its  preva- 
lence has  been  that  of  sudden,  sharp,  short  outbursts,  mostly  exhausting 
themselves  after  a  few  weeks  of  virulent  fury,  and  then  several  recurrences 
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at  longer  or  shorter  intervals,  until  at  last  it  has  disappeared  altogether 
for  ten,  twelve  or  twenty  years.  In  times  gone  by,  the  suddenness  of 
its  invasion,  the  rapid  way  in  which  numbers  were  attacked  almost,  one 
might  say,  at  a  definite  hour,  certainly  upon  a  definite  day,  and  the 
alleged  fact  that  the  disease  attacked  not  only  those  on  land,  but  also 
ap23eared  upon  shijjs  far  away  from  land,  and  therefore  out  of  all  possible 
contact  with  sources  of  contagion,  have  led  to  the  belief  that  the  disease 
is  one  that  owns  some  atmospheric  origin.  But  in  the  last  attack  the 
observation  that  has  been  brought  to  bear  upon  this  point  has  made 
it  certain  that  the  incubation  is  very  short,  that  the  disease  is  con- 
tagious from  man  to  man,  that  the  contagion  is  carried  about  by 
fomites,  and  that  it  is  by  these  means  chiefly  that  the  disease  is 
spread.  For  instance,  the  invasion  of  a  country  or  district  when 
examined  into  is  clearly  not  so  sudden  as  has  been  thought.  In  the 
first  outburst  of  the  disease  in  the  winter  of  1889,  the  disorder  befell 
us,  apjaarently,  almost  upon  a  particular  day  in  the  last  week  in  December. 
But,  as  I  have  already  said,  cases  had  occurred  for  sevei'al  weeks  before  ; 
and  this  is  certainly  true,  for  on  looking  over  notes  of  cases  at  that 
period  I  find  several  in  the  preceding  month  or  five  weeks  that  puzzled 
me  at  the  time,  but  which  I  know  now  to  have  been  influenza.  So  also 
when  the  outbreaks  on  vessels  far  from  land  come  to  be  inquired  into, 
not  one,  in  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Parsons,  is  free  from  the  suspicion  that 
there  may  have  been  less  complete  isolation  than  has  been  currently 
reported.  Again,  the  few  towns  oi'  villages  that  have  escaped  have  been 
remarkable  for  remoteness  of  situation  or  natural  inaccessibility,  curtailing, 
therefore,  within  the  narrowest  possible  limits  the  intercourse  between 
those  within  and  those  beyond  their  borders.  On  the  other  hand,  in 
instances  too  numerous  to  mention,  the  disease  has  apparently  started 
and  spread  rapidly  from  the  date  of  a  person  going  from  an  infected  area 
to  either  a  healthy  house,  village,  or  public  institution. 

The  permanent  home  of  influenza,  if  one  there  be,  is  not  yet 
absolutely  certain.  The  west  of  Eussia  seems  on  the  whole  to  be  its  most 
likely  source,  for  it  would  appear  that  "  La  Grippe  "  figures  largely  as  a 
disease  in  Eussia  in  ordinary  years  (6).  It  has  been  thought  by  some  that 
the  disease  is  really  dengue  fever  under  another  name,  but  this  cannot  be. 
The  two  diseases  are  no  doubt  strikingly  alike  in  some  general  features, 
but  there  are  also  striking  differences  {vide  art.  on  "  Dengue ").  The 
natural  habitat  is  an  important  one.  Influenza  seems  to  spare  no  climate, 
whereas  dengue  is  a  disease  of  hot  seasons  only.  There  are  regions, 
again,  where  outbreaks  of  the  one  and  the  other  have  followed  each  other 
at  such  short  intervals  (3),  that  if  the  one  disease  has  offered  no  protec- 
tion against  the  other  the  occasion  has  yet  offered  an  opportunity  for 
skilled  observers  to  watch  the  one  disease  with  the  other  fresh  in  memory, 
and  to  contrast  the  two.  Perhaps  the  most  marked  diff'erence  between 
the  two  is  that  dengue  is  almost  invariably  associated  with  a  rash,  and 
is  often  followed  by  desquamation  in  large  flakes,  whilst  influenza  is 
but  rarely  accompanied  by  an  eruption. 
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The  incubation  is  probably  short.  From  two  to  five  days  is  ap- 
parently the  limit :  usually  two  or  three  days,  though  this  cannot  be 
said  to  be  substantiated  with  any  degree  of  certainty,  and  a  still  shorter 
period  has  been  alleged.  Not  only  is  the  incubation  short,  but  the 
infective  power  of  the  disease  develops  early,  as  might  be  expected  from 
a  disorder  so  distinctly  catarrhal  in  character ;  for  a  like  reason  it  is 
not  surprising  that  instances  are  on  record  where  the  infective  power 
appears  to  have  remained  for  many  days  after  the  onset  of  the  affection. 
It  is  obvious  that  if  the  infective  agent  be  largely  present  in  the  bronchial 
secretion  as  well  as  in  that  of  the  nasal  passages,  the  duration  of  possible 
infective  power  might  need  to  be  measured  by  the  continuance  of  the 
catarrh,  whether  it  relapse  in  the  particular  case  or  not.  In  this  respect 
it  may  be  that  pertussis  and  influenza  show  a  resemblance  to  each  other. 
In  making  this  comparison,  however,  it  is  necessary  to  remember  that 
pertussis  is  prone  to  relapse  again  and  again  long  after  the  primary  dis- 
ease, and  that  there  is  no  evidence  that  the  relapses  are  infective  in 
their  nature.  It  may  perhaps  be  thus  with  influenza — at  any  rate  in 
those  common  cases  in  which  certain  individuals  are  said  to  have  had 
the  disease  time  after  time. 

The  shortness  of  incubation  and  early  activity  of  the  infecting  agent 
are  of  paramount  importance  when  considering  the  next  question,  namely, 
the  epidemic  character  of  the  disease.  A  short  period  of  incubation 
must  enormously  increase  the  rapidity  of  the  spread  of  any  disease  that 
is  contagious.  But  scarlatina  is  a  disease  that  has  a  similar  period  of 
incubation,  and  no  such  sudden  outbreaks  are  known  with  it.  But  two 
important  qualifications  have  to  be  considered  in  this  comparison.  In  the 
first  place,  scarlatina  exhausts  the  soil  and  protects  its  subject  against 
recurrence ;  secondly,  it  is  more  or  less  always  with  us.  Influenza  does 
not  render  its  subjects  immune — not,  at  any  rate,  to  anything  like  the 
same  extent,  certain  persons  seem  indeed  to  be  attacked,  preferentially 
as  it  were,  again  and  again — and  even  allowing  that,  as  some  insist,  the 
catarrhal  conditions  that  are  more  or  less  always  present  at  certain 
seasons  are  influenza  in  posse,  influenza  cannot  be  said  to  be  always  with 
us  in  any  such  sense  as  is  scarlatina.  It  may  be  asserted,  then, 
that  influenza  when  it  comes  finds  a  soil  prone  to  it  instead  of  proof 
against  it,  and  finds  such  conditions  over  a  very  wide  area  of  the  earth's 
surface.  No  previous  epidemics  have  prepared  man  to  resist  it  in  any 
way,  even  if  they  have  such  a  power ;  like  a  familiar  guest,  it  finds  us 
with  open  house  everywhere.  And  if  to  such  ready  access  be  added 
the  other  factor  that,  like  measles,  it  infects  actively  so  early  that  it  is- 
at  work  for  this  purpose  long  before  it  can  be  recognised,  we  have  a 
combination  of  circumstances  that,  as  Dr.  Parsons  insists,  explains  the 
extraordinary  rapidity  of  the  diffusion  of  the  disease,  and  one  that  must 
be  carefully  considered  and  appraised  before  any  attempt  be  made  to 
estimate  the  nature  or  the  power  of  epidemic  influence. 

What  additional  influence  or  influences  make  for  an  epidemic  are 
still  unknown.    It  cannot  be  doubted  that  some  such  are  needed,  and 
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that,  speaking  generally,  they  must  be  of  atmospheric  order.  We  have 
knowledge  of  epidemics  of  voles,  of  locusts,  of  wasps,  of  certain  cater- 
pillars, of  the  Colorado  beetle,  of  certain  blights,  depending  no  doubt  upon 
the  conditions  of  environment  of  these  lower  orders  of  life  by  which 
their  reproduction  has  been  extraordinarily  facilitated.  There  seems  no 
adequate  reason  against  some  assumption  of  the  kind  in  the  present 
case.  Shoi't  incubation,  early  activity  of  infecting  power,  and  absence 
of  immunitj',  would  all  seem  to  forecast  an  endemic  rather  than  an 
epidemic  disease ;  whereas  influenza  sAveeps  over  the  world  and  it  is 
gone.  We  can  see  it  afar  off,  and  trace  its  progress,  but  can  do  nothing 
to  stop  it ;  and  it  smites  the  sanitarily  pure  with  a  severity  on  the  whole 
much  the  same  as  it  shows  to  the  rest  of  the  world. 

Atmospheric  influences  no  doubt  vary  considerably  within  limits, 
else  why  should  some  suffer  headache  when  thunder  is  in  the  air,  or  the 
corns  of  others  shoot  when  dry  weather  breaks  into  wet  1  And  as  in 
all  zymotic  diseases,  even  endemic  ones,  there  are  times  when  the  disease 
is  violently  active,  times  when  it  sleeps  and  seems  almost  to  disappear, 
the  conditions  of  its  life  history  remaining  constant  all  the  time,  there 
is  no  need  to  labour  the  proof  of  epidemicity.  We  know  nothing  what- 
ever, and  are  a  long  way  off  the  discovery  of  subtle  influences  of  this 
kind,  but  none  the  less  they  certainly  exist. 

The  main  point,  however,  that  has  been  made  in  the  present  epidemic 
is  that  the  influenza  is  contagious  ;  this  being  so,  it  becomes  probable 
that  it  is  of  microbic  origin,  and  investigations  in  pursuit  of  a  specific 
germ  have  resulted  in  the  discovery  of  a  bacillus  that  has  distinguishing 
characteristics.  This  bacillus,  according  to  Klein,  was  first  found  by 
Canon,  and  being  found  in  the  blood  was  supposed  by  him  to  cause  the 
symptoms  by  circulating  in  that  medium.  But  so  many  subsequent 
observers  have  failed  either  to  cultivate  the  germ  or  to  produce  the 
disease  by  inoculation,  that  Dr.  Klein  suggests  that  such  bacilli  as  are 
found  in  the  blood  are  mostly  dead.  Pfeiffer  about  the  same  time 
described  the  influenza  bacillus  independently  of  Canon,  and  stated  that 
the  home  of  the  active  germ  is  in  the  gray  mucus  of  the  respiratory 
tract,  where  the  bacilli  exist  in  such  numbers,  that  by  care  in  selecting 
the  specimen  almost  a  pure  culture  may  be  obtained.  This  is  corro- 
borated by  Kitasato  and  others. 

As  regards  cultivation  of  the  bacillus,  Pfeiffer  has  produced  by  in- 
oculation in  monkeys  symptoms  similar  to  those  of  influenza.  Dr.  Klein 
(7)  has  made  numerous  experiments  by  inoculation  of  the  pure  culture 
upon  rabbits  and  monkeys;  in  only  one  monkey  was  any  success  obtained, 
but  the  juices  from  this  animal  when  injected  into  other  monkeys  pro- 
duced the  disease  in  some  of  them.  This  difficulty  of  reproducing  the 
disease  l)y  inoculation  is  of  importance,  because  it  is  believed  by  some 
that  human  influenza  exists  also  in  horses,  dogs  and  cats.  There  is 
some  evidence  in  support  of  the  belief,  but  it  is  meagre  and  equivocal. 

Pfeifter's  bacillus,  as  it  is  now  called,  is  very  minute — 0"4  m.  in  thick- 
ness, 0"8  m.  in  length  (7).    It  occurs  in  masses,  or  singly,  or  in  twos  and 
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threes.  In  stained  specimens  it  has  a  peculiar  appearance,  the  proto- 
plasm being  segregated  into  a  stained  granule  at  each  end,  while  the 
middle  portion  remains  unstained,  and  shows  only  the  outline  of  the 
sheath.  Thus  the  bacillus  looks  like  a  diplococcus,  and  where  two  are 
placed  end  to  end,  they  look  like  a  chain  streptococcus  of  four  spherical 
cocci.  They  are  found  in  quantities  in  the  bronchial  secretion,  and,  in 
severe  cases,  in  the  peribronchial  and  subpleural  lymphatics. 

The  bacillus  stains  with  difficulty.  My  colleague.  Dr.  Washbourn, 
to  whom  the  three  foregoing  paragraphs  have  been  submitted,  states 
that  the  best  method  is  to  use  a  solution  of  carbolic  fuchsin  diluted 
with  water.  The  smeared  cover-glass  is  dried  and  then  stained  for 
ten  minutes,  afterwards  washed  with  water,  dried,  and  mounted  in  the 
usual  way.  The  cultivation  of  the  bacillus,  a  matter  of  some  difficulty, 
is  favoured  by  the  presence  of  haemoglobin  in  the  medium.  The  best 
method  is  to  remove  l)lood  from  the  blood  -  vessels  of  pigeons  with 
aseptic  precautions,  and  allow  it  to  clot  upon  the  surface  of  agar 
sterilised  in  a  test-tube.  The  sputum  is  sown  upon  the  surface  of  the 
blood,  and  the  tube  kept  in  an  incubator  at  blood-heat  for  twenty- 
four  hours.  By  this  time  the  influenza  bacilli  will  have  formed 
minute  transparent  colonies  hardly  visible  to  the  naked  eye.  This 
bacillus  is  characteristic  of  the  disease.  So  far  it  has  not  been  dis- 
covered in  the  blood  or  secretions  from  patients  suffering  from  other 
diseases. 

Thus  much  of  the  bacillus.  It  is  consistent  with  all  that  is  known 
of  most  of  these  minute  oi'ganisms  that  their  presence  in  the  secretions 
of  one  part  or  another  should  be  associated  with  a  specific  state  of 
pyrexia  in  the  individual  attacked.  But  we  have  yet  to  consider  the 
relation  of  the  germ  to  the  after-effects  of  the  disease,  and  the  explana- 
tion of  these  is  by  no  means  free  from  difficulty.  Influenza  in  its  sudden 
and  severe  prostration  is  very  like  typhus  fever;  in  its  disturbance  of 
the  nervous  centres  and  tracts  it  is  more  like  diphtheria.  The  diffi- 
culty in  both  is  that  the  after-effects  may  come  on  when  and  indeed  long 
after  the  primary  disease  appears  to  have  spent  itself.  Up  till  recent 
times  no  explanation  of  this  phenomenon  has  been  at  all  satisfactory;  but 
now  the  theory  of  the  production  of  toxins  during  the  growth  of 
the  bacillus  adapts  itself  reasonably  and  it  would  seem  adequately  to  the 
peculiar  explanations  of  such  cases.  Upon  this  hypothesis  the  life  and 
growth  of  the  bacillus  leads  to  the  production  of  poisonous  material  in 
the  juices  upon  which  it  thrives  :  this  is  carried  into  the  circulation, 
and  gradually  works  out  the  distributed  effects  which  characterise  the 
sequelae  of  each. 

Morbid  Anatomy, — The  mortality  of  influenza  was  so  large  that  much 
information  might  have  been  expected  under  this  head.  But  indeed 
our  knowledge  has  not  been  greatly  extended.  In  all  sudden  epidemics 
of  the  kind  the  disease  is  so  distributed  that  comparatively  few  deaths 
occur  in  public  institutions  where  such  opportunities  can  be  utilised  ; 
moreover,  the  outbreaks  are  so  overwhelming  that  it  is  impossible  to 
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turn  aside  from  the  living  to  the  dead.  Indeed  we  have  not  yet  arrived 
at  that  certainty  which  will  enable  us  always  to  distinguish  between  the 
changes  in  tissues  or  organs  that  are  due  to  this  acute  process  or  the 
other. 

Thus,  speaking  generally,  the  changes  in  the  lung,  for  example,  are 
those  of  bronchopneumonia,  of  acute  lobar  pneumonia,  or  of  acute 
bronchitis ;  yet  there  are  no  obvious  morbid  characters  by  which,  apart 
from  the  history  of  the  case,  we  can  recognise  such  changes  as  belong- 
ing to  influenza.  It  is  true  in  the  main  that  the  morbid  changes  of 
influenza  are  the  result  of  certain  secondary  processes  :  influenza  opens 
the  door,  as  it  were,  to  various  other  poisons,  which  we  have  already 
indicated  in  the  clinical  description — the  streptococcus  with  the  conse- 
quent production  of  pus,  the  pneumococcus  with  the  production  of 
pneumonia,  and  so  on. 

Certain  changes,  which  appeared  to  be  peculiar,  have,  however,  been 
described  in  the  lungs,  not  only  in  the  more  recent,  but  also  in  several 
of  the  earlier  visitations.  J  may  quote,  in  particular,  from  an  account 
of  the  epidemic  of  1837,  as  recorded  by  Graves  upon  the  authority  of 
Dr.  George  Green  :  "  The  bronchial  mucous  membrane  was  found  in 
every  case  more  or  less  congested  and  inflamed.  .  .  .  The  inflammation 
in  most  cases  occupied  the  trachea  and  the  bronchial  tubes  of  both 
lungs.  ...  A  sanguinolent  frothy  mucus  occupied  the  area  of  the  tubes, 
and  increased  in  quantity  as  they  were  traced  to  their  minuter  divisions. 
The  parenchymatous  tissue  of  the  lung  was  invariably  discoloured,  and 
it  did  not  crepitate,  or  very  feebly  so,  when  pressed  between  the  fingers. 
The  surface  of  its  section  was  not  rough  to  the  touch,  and  when  pressed 
in  the  hand  a  quantity  of  the  mucus  described  was  driven  out.  .  .  . 
When  the  torn  surface  of  such  lungs  was  examined  it  did  not  appear 
granulated.  .  .  .  The  signs  of  recent  pleuritis  were  rare." 

Dr.  Louis  Hayne,  writing  of  the  morbid  anatomy  of  the  lungs  in  the 
recent  epidemics  (11),  agrees  very  closely  with  this  description.  He  notes 
the  frequency  of  lobar  pneumonia  and  its  tendency  to  attack  the  upper 
lobe.  Dr.  Ribbert  of  Berlin  is  quoted  to  the  effect  that  "  the  hepatisa- 
tion  on  section  has  a  peculiarly  smooth  aspect,  diff'ering  from  the  ordinary 
granular  aspect  of  acute  croupous  pneumonia.  Sometimes  there  is 
marked  interstitial  inflammation,  explaining  perhaps  the  tendency  to 
abscess  and  pulmonary  gangrene.  This  peculiar  smooth  aspect  has  been 
frequently  observed  in  the  deaths  from  recent  epidemics,  as  has  also  the 
association  with  it  of  areas  of  bronchopneumonia.  Often  the  solid  lung 
looks  as  though  it  were  composed  of  a  number  of  patches  of  broncho- 
pneumonic  consolidation,  these  patches  having  run  together  and  involved 
the  whole  lung,  suggesting  the  appearance  of  a  confluent  bronchopneu- 
monia rather  than  that  of  the  croupous  variety  of  pneumonia.  .  .  .  This 
is  often  found  in  conjunction  with  red  hejmtisation.  ...  In  some  cases 
pale  patches  of  bronchopneumonia  are  scattered  throughout  the  lung  so 
as  to  suggest  at  first  sight  the  existence  of  miliary  tubercle.  As  regards 
the  bronchi,  inflammation  of  the  larger  tubes  is  very  common,  besides  the 
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capillary  bronchitis,  the  bronchi  being  congested  and  covered  with  thick 
mucus.  The  tubes  are  generally  filled  even  to  considerable  dilatation 
with  muco-pus.  The  whole  thickness  of  the  bronchial  wall  is  softened. 
Sometimes  the  contents  of  the  bronchial  tubes  are  not  muco-purulent, 
but  fibrinoiis." 

I  cannot  myself  attribute  much  significance  to  this  smoothness  of 
surface.  I  am  quite  familiar  with  it  as,  at  any  rate,  an  occasional  feature 
of  irregular  forms  of  pneumonia ;  and  it  has  seemed  to  me  sometimes  to 
be  due  to  a  want  of  intensity  in  the  exudative  process,  sometimes  to  the 
occurrence  of  mixed  forms  of  inflammation,  particularly  in  the  direction 
of  interstitial  changes  and  nuclear  proliferation,  associated  with  collapse 
of  the  spongy  structure  of  the  lung. 

Little  more  can  be  said,  and  this  little  is  scarcely  distinctive. 
Probably  as  much  could  be  said  of  an  epidemic  of  measles.  The 
peculiarity  of  the  changes  lies  mostly  in  the  fact  that  acute  broncho- 
pneumonia, a  rare  disease  in  the  adult,  is  the  common  morbid  change 
found  in  the  bodies  of  those  who  die  of  influenza,  but  that  it  is  often 
associated  with  patches  in  Avhich  the  microscopical  changes  are  those  of 
lobar  pneumonia. 

Before  now  quitting  the  etiology  and  pathology  of  the  disease,  I  am 
tempted  to  say  that  epidemic  disease  has  a  valuable  bearing  upon  a  very 
interesting  question,  namely,  that  of  the  "  change  of  type  "  of  disease. 

In  diseases  that  are  ever  with  us,  that  grow  old  as  we  do  and  with 
us,  it  is  difficult,  though  it  might  seem  easy,  to  express  any  opinion 
upon  such  a  point.  For  it  may  easily  be  with  disease  as  it  is  with  the 
face  of  a  familiar  friend.  How  easy  it  is  to  think  that  face  has  altered 
in  little  or  nothing  since  the  days  of  our  boyhood  together  !  Yet  what 
havoc  does  the  fashion  of  the  day,  with  its  photographs  of  the  individual 
at  various  stages  of  his  existence,  make  with  any  such  fond  idea  !  In 
influenza,  however,  we  have  a  disease  which  only  visits  us  at  considerable 
intervals,  and  thus  it  affords  a  favourable  opportunity  of  eliminating 
this  possible  source  of  fallacy  ;  and  it  would  appear  from  evidence  already 
quoted  that  there  is  no  material  alteration  in  the  symptoms  ;  as  they 
were  in  former  times,  so  they  are  now. 

But  it  is  possible  that  if  the  causes  be  the  same  the  individual 
may  have  altered.  Is  there  any  evidence  upon  this  head  ?  With- 
out answering  this  question  in  any  decisive  way,  it  may  be  worth 
while  to  point  out  that  there  is  no  record  in  former  times  of  the  long 
series  of  post-influenzal  nerve  disorders  with  which  we  are  now  but  too 
familiar,  and  which  will  be  found  by  our  successors  when  in  the 
heat  of  epidemics  yet  to  come  they  study  as  we  do  to-day  the  recorded 
experience  of  the  past.  The  difference  in  this  respect  that  can  be 
noticed  between  the  past  and  present  may  indeed  be  due  to  a  simple 
imperfection  in  the  medical  record,  and  the  question  must  be  left  an 
open  one ;  but  it  may  well  be  considered  a  chief  object  of  the  chronicle 
of  to-day  to  put  clearly  on  record,  that  as  a  disease  influenza  has 
shattered  the  nervous  systems  of  a  large  number  of  its  victims,  in  some 
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cases  permanently,  in  many  for  several  years  after  it  has  run  its 
course. 

Whether  this  disorder  has  the  power  of  modifying  the  course  of 
other  diseases  may  more  conveniently  be  considered  under  the  head  of 
diagnosis  now  to  come. 

Diagnosis. — The  general  symptoms  have  already  been  sufficiently 
considered.  All  observers  have  insisted  upon  the  extreme  prostration 
as  the  typical  feature  of  this  disease.  This  has  probably  led  us  into 
some  neglect  of  one  or  two  other  features  that  are  probably  not  less 
weighty  as  means  of  diagnosis.  Chief  of  these  I  would  place  the  thick 
coating  of  a  moist,  dirty,  creamy  material  upon  a  large,  flabby,  and  often 
tremulous  tongue.  To  this  characteristic  tongue  must  be  added  the 
tendency  to  profuse  sweats,  a  pulse  but  little  accelerated,  and  a 
pyrexia,  if  present,  of  indefinite  type.  In  the  great  majority  of  cases 
the  key  to  the  diagnosis  rested  upon  the  accurate  fitting  or  otherwise  of 
one  or  other  of  these  pieces  into  the  mosaic — in  such,  at  any  rate,  as  pre- 
sented any  difficulty  ;  and  these  were  many.  Any  number  of  cases  have 
been  seen  that  at  their  onset  looked  like  influenza,  but  which  afterwards 
proved  to  be  typhoid  fever;  and  who  can  wonder  that  the  diagnosis 
is  occasionally  a  halting  one  1  A  large  number  of  cases  may  each 
l^egin  with  headache,  shivering,  general  aching,  and  a  pulse  but  little 
above  the  natural  rate.  Sometimes,  too,  the  spleen  may  be  enlarged. 
How  can  the  two  diseases,  then,  be  distinguished  until  some  characteristic 
development  occur  1  Watson  noticed  the  resemblance  of  the  early  stages 
of  influenza  to  continued  fever.  Yet  it  is  possible  that  a  provisional 
diagnosis  of  influenza  and  a  final  one  of  typhoid  fever  was  by  no  means 
always  a  mere  mistake  ;  and  there  are  those  who  think  that  the  occurrence 
of  the  one  disease  lays  the  patient  open  to  an  attack  of  the  other.  Such 
proclivities  are  well  recognised  between  measles  and  pertussis  ;  between 
scarlatina  and  diphtheria.  It  may  be  so  here,  although  where  mistake 
is  so  easy  it  might  seem  unnecessary  to  apply  any  such  disputable 
hypothesis.  There  is,  however,  the  more  reason  for  thinking  this  to  be 
possible,  as  there  seems  some  small  amount  of  evidence  that  influenza,  or 
the  conditions  of  our  environment  that  favour  its  development,  may  also 
modify  in  various  ways  the  natural  course  of  other  diseases.  Some  ex- 
amples of  this  tendency  have  already  been  alluded  to,  namely,  the  rapid 
development  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  after  influenza,  the  risk  of  pleurisy 
taking  on  a  suj^purative  form,  of  an  endocarditis  assuming  a  malignant  type, 
of  a  sore  throat  leading  to  an  acute  suppuration  of  the  internal  ear  ;  and  I 
cannot  but  think  that  typhoid  fever  has  of  late  shown  anomalous  features 
that  may  possibly  bear  a  similar  interpretation.  For  example,  a  young 
man  had  been  exposed  to  cold  and  wet  during  the  prevalence  of  influenza, 
and  had  imperfectly  guarded  himself  against  such  influences.  He  was 
seized  with  rigors  and  went  to  bed,  and  thenceforth  his  sole  complaint — 
for  he  was  quite  clear  in  his  mind — was  that  he  was  constantly  drenched 
with  perspiration.  His  temperature  was  104°,  his  pulse  only  90,  his 
tongue  moist  and  rather  creamy,  his  bowels  required  some  mild  laxative. 
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Clearly  the  disease,  although  undoubtedly  typhoid  fever,  for  he  had  pro- 
fuse intestinal  haemorrhage  about  the  twelfth  day,  from  which  he  rapidly 
sank,  was,  in  respect  of  the  rigors  and  sweating,  of  an  influenzal  type. 
Of  late  there  have  been  many  such  cases  of  typhoid  fever  associated  with 
inordinate  sweating.  Another  case  that  I  have  some  knowledge  of  began 
with  wild  maniacal  delirium,  much  more  like  influenza  than  typhoid ; 
and  other  examples  could  be  given  where  premonitory  symptoms  of 
influenza  ushered  in  typhoid  fever,  and  this  would  seem  to  be  a  new 
experience.  That  this  is  no  more  than  a  personal  opinion  I  fully  admit, 
but  even  the  opinions  of  those  who  have  lived  through  an  epidemic  of 
a  disease  that  may  not  visit  us  again  for  many  years  are  worth  mention. 
They  must  be  recorded  now  or  not  at  all,  and  they  may  be  useful  in 
the  future  as  suggestions  for  observation  and  inquiry. 

But  difficulties  of  diagnosis  arise  in  other  directions.  I  well  remember 
seeing  a  lady  who  was  suffering  severe  and  repeated  rigors,  which,  together 
with  high  fever,  seemed  ominously  indicative  of  hepatic  abscess,  or  some 
internal  source  of  grave  septicaemia.  She  had  undergone,  a  few  weeks 
before,  some  slight  operation  upon  the  uterus,  but  was  supposed  to  have 
quite  recovered,  and,  as  it  proved,  had  recovered.  Had  it  not  been  for  the 
late  epidemic  of  influenza  which  has  enlarged  our  breadth  of  view  in 
the  matter  of  rigors,  the  diagnosis  would  have  been  unhesitatingly  of 
a  very  grave  character.  As  it  was  it  remained  doubtful,  and  the 
doubt  was  solved  by  the  patient  convalescing  without  a  drawback  of  any 
kind. 

One  other  point  may  be  mentioned,  namely,  that  influenza  is  often  so 
indefinite  in  its  features  that  the  diagnosis  can  only  be  arrived  at  after  the 
event,  if  then.  And  it  is  probable  that  this  is  of  importance  if  any  adequate 
notion  of  the  impact  of  the  disease  upon  the  population  is  to  be  obtained. 
Here  is  an  illustration  of  the  sort  of  case  that  was  constantly  occurring. 
One  member  of  a  family  had  a  sharp,  febrile  attack  of  quite  indefinite 
nature.  Within  a  few  days  another  member  had  earache  and  double 
otitis ;  and  then  another  had  otitis,  or  a  threatening  of  it,  and  mastoid 
pain,  and  this  was  followed  by  a  troublesome  orbital  neuralgia.  Taking 
the  cases  separately  there  is  nothing  to  justify  such  a  diagnosis,  but  putting 
them  together,  and  bearing  in  mind  the  intimate  relation  that  exists  between 
influenza  and  inflammation  of  the  internal  ear,  it  is  surely  not  improbable 
that  the  disorder  in  each  case  was  influenza.  To  take  another  case  :  a 
man,  apparently  in  perfect  health,  and  having  committed  no  indiscretion  in 
diet  that  could  by  any  means  explain  it,  awakes  in  the  middle  of  the  night 
with  indigestion  and  diarrhoea.  The  diarrhoea  was  a  pure  watery  flux, 
was  associated  with  slight  pyrexia,  lasted  forty-eight  hours,  and  left  the 
man  well,  but,  for  him,  unusually  limp  and  tired.  There  was  no  thought 
whatever  of  influenza.  But,  nevertheless,  for  weeks  afterwards  he  was 
much  troubled  with  an  evening  neuralgia  of  one  side  of  the  face  ;  and  not 
long  afterwards,  after  a  little  excess  of  work  and  exposure  that  under 
ordinary  circumstances  would  not  have  done  any  harm,  he  was  seized 
again  with  a  bad  neuralgia,  that  Avoke  him  regularly  for  several  nights  out 
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of  his  first  sleep  and  compelled  him  to  sit  up  for  the  rest  of  the  night. 
There  is  surely  some  ground  for  suspicion  that  the  initial  attack  of 
choleraic  diarrhcea  was  of  influenzal  nature,  and  that  the  neuralgia  after- 
wards was  the  sequela  that  made  the  diagnosis  possible. 

Two  other  aspects  remain  to  be  considered,  namely,  prophylaxis  and 
treatment,  and  these,  though  the  most  important  of  all,  unhappily  allow 
of  a  very  brief  statement. 

As  regards  prophylaxis,  the  obvious  thing  is  to  keep  out  of  the 
way  of  contagion.  Where  strict  isolation  has  been  possible,  as  in 
certain  institutions,  the  disease  has  seldom  appeared ;  most  risk  of 
catching  the  disease  is  run  in  public  buildings  or  ill-ventilated  rooms  of 
any  sort,  a  railway  carriage  with  closed  windows  not  excepted.  It  also 
seems  certain  that  excesses  in  living  of  all  kinds  favoured  the  inroads 
of  the  disease,  as  also  did  exposure  and  fatigue.  All  observers  have 
testified  to  the  frequency  of  the  disease  and  to  its  heavy  mortality  in 
the  alcoholic  particularly,  and  also  in  the  overworked  and  harassed. 

A  large  section  of  the  public,  in  addition  to  common-sense  hygiene 
of  this  sort,  applied  itself  to  various  drugs  and  inhalations  in  the  hope 
of  warding  off'  an  attack.  Quinine  was  in  most  frequent  demand 
internally,  and  eucalyptus  as  an  inhalation  ;  but  it  cannot  be  said  that 
either  quinine  or  salicin  in  the  one  way,  or  inhalation  in  the  other, 
showed  any  positive  success. 

We  are  as  yet  in  ignorance  how  long  the  influenzal  poison  retains  its 
vitality,  but  common  prudence  suggests  that  infected  rooms  and  clothing 
should  be  well  disinfected  after  they  have  been  contaminated. 

Treatment. — There  is  no  specific  yet  at  hand  for  this  disease.  This 
is  quite  certain  from  the  number  of  drugs  that  have  been  regarded  as 
almost  infallible  by  one  observer  and  another.  All  are  agreed,  however, 
that  mildness  of  attack  and  speedy  recovery  are  best  ensured  by 
taking  at  once  to  bed,  and  that  it  is  the  worst  folly  to  struggle  on  with 
work  and  to  attempt  to  fight  the  disease, — a  plan  that,  although  some 
came  through  successfully,  was  nevertheless  the  cause  of  the  loss  of 
many  lives. 

To  go  to  bed,  to  take  plenty  of  light  liquid  nourishment  and  some 
liquor  ammoniai  acetatis  every  few  hours,  was  sufficient  in  most  cases  to 
induce  a  quick  recovery.  Other  remedies  largely  in  request  were  salicylate 
of  soda  in  ten-grain  doses  every  three  or  four  hours,  antipyrine,  alone  or 
combined  with  the  former,  phenacetin  and  quinine.  Upon  a  review  of 
the  whole  epidemic,  there  appears  in  these  drugs  nothing  of  a  specific 
effect  in  cutting  short  the  disease ;  but  in  many  cases,  by  their  sudorific 
action  and  in  the  control  that  these  drugs  have  over  the  temperature, 
they  were  productive  of  relief,  and  made  for  the  return  of  health. 
For  the  rest  it  is  necessary  to  combat  symptoms  as  may  seem  best : 
the  cough  perhaps  most  readily  with  opium  in  some  form  ;  the  aches  and 
pains  perhaps  in  a  similar  manner ;  and  for  the  long-lasting  after-eff"ects 
some  of  the  many  good  nerve  tonics,  and  the  judicious  vise  of  alcohol, 
have  been  upon  the  whole  the  most  successful. 
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For  most  of  the  statements  in  the  foregoing  article  I  have  appealed, 
in  the  first  instance,  to  my  own  experience.  But  in  the  preparation 
of  the  article  I  have  frequently  referred  to  Dr.  Theophilus  Thomson's 
Annals  of  Influenza  in  Great_  Britain  from  1510-1837;  to  the  Report  to 
the  Privy  Council  on  Influenza  by  Dr.  Parsons ;  to  the  Further  Eeport 
and  Papers  on  Epidemic  Influenza,  1889-92,  by  the  same  gentleman; 
to  Dr.  Klein's  report  in  this  latter  volume ;  to  a  Monograph  on  Influenza 
by  Dr.  Althaus;  and  to  Dr.  Creighton's  recently  published  History  of 
Epidemics  in  Britain. 

The  literature  of  influenza  scattered  over  the  periodicals  of  the  last 
few  years  is  very  voluminous ;  this  also  has  been  consulted  as  much 
as  possible,  but  the  task  has  been  rendered  incomparably  lighter  by 
such  recent  publications  as  those  I  have  specially  mentioned,  containing 
as  they  practically  do  all  the  information  that  is  to  be  obtained  upon 
epidemic  influenza. 

J.  F.  GOODHART. 
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DIPHTHEEIAi 

DiPHTHERiTis  and  Diphtheria  are  names  which  were  invented  by  Bre- 
tonneau,^  in  1821,  to  denote  a  certain  kind  of  specific  inflammation 
{phlegmasie  spdcifique).  In  his  endeavours  to  distinguish  diphtheria  from 
other  diseases  he  was  comj^elled  to  rely  altogether  upon  observations  made 
at  the  bedside  and  post-mortem  table ;  nor  has  any  other  means  of  dis- 
crimination been  possible  until  within  the  last  few  years.  Yet  the 
clinical  definition  has  never  been  adequate  to  its  intention,  and,  in 
respect  of  some  cases  of  sore  throat  attended  by  the  formation  of  false 
membranes,  it  has  always  been  doubtful  hitherto  whether  they  are  to  be 
deemed  diphtheritic  or  not.    At  one  time  it  seemed  probable  that  an 

^  The  history  of  diphtheria  lieing  beyond  the  scope  of  this  essay,  the  reader  may  be 
referred  to  the  works  (1,  2,  3)  mentioned  at  the  end  of  it. 

^  "  II  me  soit  permis  de  designer  cette  phlegmasie  par  la  denomination  de  DIPH- 
TH^RITE,  derive  de  AI'I'GEPA, ^eWis,  CTMOTM?;t,  ■ues<isco/-jacea ''  (4),  p.  41.  (Ai(/)^e/3i'T7;s  and 
8c<pdepias  have  the  same  meaning  :  qui  gestat  pelliceam  seu  coriaceam  tunicara. ) 
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adequate  definition,  based  upon  the  essential  cause  of  the  disease  (the 
very  ens  diphtherice),  could  at  length  be  propounded ;  that  diphtheria 
might  be  taken  to  signify  disease  due  to  infection  by  the  bacillus 
of  Klebs.i  But  now  we  are  told  that  the  bacillus  of  Klebs  and  Loffler 
is  not  found  in  some  of  the  cases  which  we  have  been  accustomed 
to  call  diphtheritic,  and  that  certain  micrococci  have  the  power  of 
setting  up  a  pellicular  inflammation.  So,  if  we  continue  to  use  the 
word  dijjhtheria  in  the  sense  of  Bretonneau,  we  must  distinguish  several 
kinds  of  that  disease  (bacillary,  mici'ococcal  and  so  forth) ;  or  if  we 
restrict  the  use  of  the  word  to  those  cases  in  which  the  bacillus  is 
found,  we  must  invent  new  words  to  signify  the  other  forms  of  pelli- 
cular sore  throat.  It  would  probably  be  the  better  course  not  to  diminish 
the  extent  of  meaning  of  the  word  diphtheria,  and  still  to  use  it  as  Bre- 
tonneau used  it,  but  in  a  generic  sense.  However,  the  popular  tendency 
seems  to  be  strongly  in  the  other  direction,  that  is  to  say,  to  confine  the 
name  to  those  cases  in  which  the  bacillus  is  found.  Moreover,  causes 
seldom  operate  singly  and  simply  ;  and  even  that  diphtheria  which  is 
characterised  by  the  presence  of  the  aforesaid  bacillus,  is  so  complicated 
by  the  action  or  co-operation  of  other  morbific  microbes,  that  diphtheria 
is  seldom  or  never  due  to  a  simple  infection.  Nor  has  skill  in  bacterio- 
logical research  yet  come  to  be  a  usual  accomplishment  of  medical  men  ; 
hence  the  uncertainty  concerning  the  nature  of  some  kinds  of  sore  throat, 
which  has  always  prevailed,  is  far  from  wholly  dis2)elled.  Indeed,  for 
practising  physicians,  the  main  note  of  diphtheria  is  still  found  in  the 
presence,  not  of  special  microbes  and  morbid  poisons,  but  of  false 
membranes  upon  certain  mucous  surfaces  or  upon  abraded  skin ;  it 
being  well  understood  that  false  membranes  are  not  quite  peculiar 
to  diphtheria,  even  when  that  word  is  used  in  its  most  extensive  sense  : 
the  mucous  surfaces  referred  to  are  those  of  the  throat,  nose  and 
windpipe — not  to  speak  of  surfaces  seldom  affected,  such  as  those  of 
the  stomach,  conjunctiva  and  vulva.  Definitions  of  this  kind,  though 
rude  and  inadequate,  serve  useful  purposes  until  wrought  out  into  a  full 
<lescription  of  the  disease.  S.  G. 

Etiology  and  Prophylaxis. — There  is  much  to  justify  Oertel's  asser- 
tion that  diphtheria  is  "  one  of  the  oldest  epidemic  diseases  of  the  human 
race."  A  disease,  in  description  like  diphtheria,  has  prevailed  from 
time  to  time  in  various  parts  of  England.  It  occurred,  mainly  in  a 
sporadic  form,  at  intervals  during  the  earlier  half  of  the  present  century  ; 
it  assumed  an  epidemic  form  when  the  "  Boulogne  sore  throat "  occurred 
on  the  French  coast;  and  from  1855  onwards  the  disease  has  been  more 

^  In  a  book  called  Scrutinium  physico-medicuni  contayiosce  litis  qtice  dicitur  Pestis,  by 
Athanasius  Kircher,  published  iu  1659,  will  be  found  a  remarkable  exposition  of  the  doctrine 
that  contagious  diseases  are  dependent  upon  living  particles,  contagia  viva,  semina  animata. 
He  frequently  refers  to  male  in  canna  (diphtheria)  as  a  kind  of  pestilence.  Pestilential 
"  effluvium  est  animata  fcetura  vernnuni.  Sunt  autem  hi  verraiculi  pestis  propagatores 
tarn  exigui,  tarn  tenues  et  subfiles,  ut  omnem  sensus  cajjium  eludant,  iiec  nou  nisi  exquisi- 
tissimo  smicroscopio  sub  sensum  cadant,  atomos  diceres." 
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or  less  continuously  present  in  this  country.  Until  recent  days  available 
statistics  of  diphtheria  in  England  and  Wales  have  been  limited  to  fatal 
attacks  ;  and  most  of  the  data,  especially  the  earlier  ones,  are  more  or  less 
imperfect  by  reason  of  faulty  diagnosis  and  faulty  nomenclature.  But, 
such  as  they  are,  they  show  that  during  the  three  decennial  periods, 
1861-70,  1871-80,  and  1881-90,  the  rates  of  mortality  from  diphtheria 
per  million  living  were  187,  121  and  163  respectively.  The  increase  of 
the  rate  of  mortality  from  diphtheria  indicated  in  1881-90  has  been  more 
than  maintained.  In  the  eighteen  years  1871-88,  the  mean  of  the 
annual  diphtheria  death-rates  per  million  living  in  England  and  Wales 
had  been  137,  the  rate  hardly  ever  exceeding  160;  but  for  the  five 
years  1889-93  the  mean  of  the  rates  has  been  216,  the  rates  for  1892 
and  1893  being  the  highest  ever  recorded,  namely,  222  and  318  re- 
spectively. Indeed,  examination  of  the  mortality  returns  shows  that 
we  are  face  to  face  with  the  fact  that  for  a  period  of  some  twenty  years 
there  has  been  in  England  an  increasing  mortality  fi'om  diphtheria, 
and  that  this  increase  has  been  specially  mai'ked  during  the  more  recent 
years  of  that  period.  To  some  extent  this  increase  may  be  set  down 
to  improved  diagnosis,  and  better  methods  for  the  certification  of 
deaths ;  but  no  such  explanation  can  account  for  an  addition  to  the 
death-roll  which,  to  use  the  description  of  the  Registrar-General,  must 
be  regarded  as  "formidable."  In  studying  the  etiology  of  diphtheria 
account  will  be  taken  of  this  growing  mortality  from  the  disease ;  the 
more  because  there  is  ample  evidence  to  show  that  diphtheria  has  not 
merely  increased  in  fatality — whilst  the  total  amount  of  sickness  from  that 
cause  remains  much  as  before — but  that  the  increase  in  the  number  of 
diphtheria  deaths  has  gone  hand  in  hand  with  a  wider  diffusion  of  the 
disease  throughout  the  country. 

It  may  be  convenient  at  this  stage  definitely  to  formulate  certain 
propositions  respecting  diphtheria  which  I  consider  to  be  demonstrated.  It 
does  not  fall  to  me  to  give  proof  of  their  truth ;  but  in  that  which 
follows  they  must  be  constantly  borne  in  mind  hy  any  one  seeking  to 
apprehend  the  etiology  of  the  disease. 

1.  Diphtheria  is  a  specific  infectious  disease,  primarily  and  preferen- 
tially affecting  mucous  surfaces,  notably  the  upper  jjortion  of  the 
respiratory  and  alimentary  mucous  tracts  ;  also,  but  more  rarely,  affect- 
ing abraded  surfaces  of  the  skin. 

2.  Diphtheria  appears  first  as  a  local  disease,  the  part  attacked  being 
the  seat  of  an  inflammatory  process  characterised  by  the  formation  of  a 
false  membranous  deposit.  The  system  as  a  whole  is  secondarily  affected, 
the  general  disease  being  a  sequence  of  the  local  one. 

3.  Local  diphtheria  results  from  the  reception  at  a  jjarticular  point  of 
the  mucous  membrane  and  the  subsequent  development  there  of  a  definite 
micro-organism — the  Klebs-Ltiffler  bacillus  diphtherice.  This  micro-organism, 
Avhich  is  vegetable  rathei-  than  animal  in  its  nature,  must  therefore  be 
regarded  as  the  particulate  and  essential  cause  of  the  local  disease.  The 
general  symptoms  of  diphtheria,  on  the  other  hand,  are  largely  due  to 
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absorption  into  the  system  of  a  chemical  jjoison  or  toxin,  a  result  of  the 
life-processes  of  the  bacillus. 

4.  Diphtheria,  or  a  disease  ejusdem  generis,  is  found  in  certain  of  the 
lower  animals,  and  can  be  communicated  to  them  from  the  human 
subject. 

Consideration  of  the  factors  which  favoui'  diphtheria  will  involve 
reference  to  much  that  is  still  obscure ;  but  our  present  knowledge  of 
the  etiology  of  the  disease  may  best  be  set  out  by  considering  the  char- 
acter of  the  evidence  on  which  certain  conditions  have  been  I'egarded  as 
disposing  to  this  disease. 

Topograpliy,  Soil,  etc. — It  has  been  shown  hj  Dr.  LongstafF  that, 
during  the  twenty-six  years  1855-80,  the  greatest  incidence  of  death 
from  disease  registered  as  diphtheria  in  this  country  took  place  on  our 
eastern  coast,  namely,  in  Lincolnshire,  Norfolk,  Sussex  and  North  Yorks ; 
that  next  in  order  came  East  York,  Extra-Metropolitan  Kent  and  Essex, 
counties  which  are  also  on  our  eastern  coast,  together  with  Wales  and 
certain  counties  within  or  bordering  upon  the  Midlands  ;  whereas  the 
smallest  death-rates  from  disease  thus  registered  were  recorded  in 
Lancashire,  Devon  and  Somerset  on  the  one  hand,  and  in  inland 
counties  such  as  Biicks,  Herts,  Northampton,  Leicester  and  Gloucester' 
on  the  other.  These  data  in  themselves,  apart  from  other  considera- 
tions, afford  no  sufficient  indication  that  one  or  other  portion  of  England 
is  especially  liable  to  fatal  dijjhtheria ;  but  when  they  are  considered  in 
connection  with  conditions  of  soil,  surface,  aspect  and  rainfall,  there  is 
some  ground  for  believing  that  areas  which  favour  retention  in  the  soil 
of  wetness  and  of  dead  organic  matter,  and  are  exposed  to  the  influence 
of  cold  wet  winds,  do  tend  to  the  fostering  and  fatality  of  diphtheria. 
But  that  there  are  other  conditions  of  equal  if  not  of  greater  importance 
is  unquestionable ;  indeed,  there  are  already  indications  that  the  localisa- 
tion of  the  diphtheria  mortality,  which  Dr.  Longstaff  I'cferred  to  as 
holding  good  up  to  1880,  has,  by  reason  of  other  and  more  potent 
influences,  undergone  modification  since  that  date. 

Season. — It  is  generally  admitted  that,  although  diphtheria  is  now 
never  absent  from  this  country,  season  exerts  a  marked  influence  on  its 
behaviour.  Taking  this  country  as  a  whole,  the  death  records  over  a 
series  of  years  show  that  the  second  quarter  of  the  year  exhibits  the 
smallest  number  of  fatal  attacks  ;  that  there  is  some  increase  in  the  third 
quarter ;  that  a  very  substantial  addition  to  the  number  of  deaths  takes 
place  in  the  fourth  quarter',  when  the  rate  of  mortality  is  at  its  highest ; 
and  that  during  the  fir'st  quar'ter  of  the  year,  which  ranks  second  as 
regards  amount  of  death,  a  diminution  in  mortality  sets  in.  Thus, 
during  the  twenty-four  years  1870-93,  the  average  annual  number  of 
deaths  registered  as  diphtheria  in  England  and  Wales  was  distributed 
as  follows:  1st  quarter  1000,  2nd  quarter  819,  3rd  quarter  847,  4th 
quarter  1192.  But,  judging  from  available  material  concerning  attack, 
non-fatal  and  fatal,  it  would  appear  that  the  increase  in  the  mortality  at 
the  beginning  of  the  fourth  quarter  is  due  to  incr'ease  of  attacks  in 
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September ;  and  that  a  not  inconsiderable  amount  of  death  registered 
in  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  relates  to  attacks  which  date  from 
the  latter  part  of  the  preceding  quarter.  In  short,  an  increase  of 
dijihtheria  commonly  begins  about  the  second  or  third  week  in  Sep- 
tember ;  the  increase  goes  on  augmenting  through  October  and  the 
greater  part  of  November,  and  a  decline  in  its  amount  usually  sets  in 
not  later  than  mid-December.  According  to  Mr.  W.  H.  Power,  October 
and  November  constitute  "  the  well-known  season  of  normal  extra 
activity  of  diphtheria."  There  is  a  second  tendency  to  exacerbation,  on 
a  much  smaller  scale,  in  the  spring,  commonly  about  the  end  of  March 
or  the  beginning  of  April ;  after  this  the  disease  gi'adually  falls  to  its 
minimum  in  June,  July,  or  even  in  early  August. 

Sax,  and  Age. — There  is  some  excess  of  diphtheria  in  the  female  sex, 
but  it  would  appear  to  be  largely  due  to  the  greater  oppoi'tunities  of  infec- 
tion in  girls  and  women  than  in  the  case  of  males.  The  excess  in  females 
commences  at  the  age  when  little  girls  begin  to  tend  the  baby  and 
younger  children,  whilst  their  brothers  are  occupied  out  of  doors  ;  and 
it  is  maintained  throughout  that  period  of  life  when  women  and  mothers 
are  engaged  in  house  duties  and  in  caring  foi'  the  sick.  Amongst 
females  also  habits,  such  as  that  of  kissing,  prevail  to  an  extent 
which  may  account  for  some  excess  of  a  disease  that  is  often  conveyed 
from  mouth  to  mouth.  At  the  extremes  of  life  the  rate  of  diphtheria 
death  in  females  does  not  exceed  that  in  males. 

The  influence  of  age  on  diphtheria  is  very  marked,  whether 
death  or  attack  be  in  question.  By  far  the  largest  rate  of  mortality 
takes  place  during  the  first  five  years  of  life,  and  especially  during 
the  age-period  2  to  5  years;  the  period  5  to  10  years  ranks  next, 
and  it  is  not  till  after  the  termination  of  the  period  10  to  15  years 
that  any  substantial  diminution  sets  in.  In  adult  life  and  in  old  age  the 
diphtheria  death-rate  is  comparatively  insignificant.  With  regard  to  the 
comparative  immunity  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  from  death  by 
diphtheria,  it  has  been  pointed  out  by  Dr.  D.  A.  Gresswell,  now  chief 
health  officer  to  the  Victorian  Government,  that  infants  at  times  suffer 
from  diphtheria  deposits  in  the  fauces  without  obvious  inconvenience,  and 
that  this  may  be  due  to  the  rudimentary  character  of  the  tonsils  at 
that  age.  Speaking  generally,  and  including  non-fatal  with  fatal  attacks, 
it  may  be  asserted  there  is  a  special  incidence  of  diphtheria  on  the  age- 
period  3  to  12  years.  Now  it  will  be  at  once  remembered  that  the  age 
3  to  12  years  is  precisely  that  during  which  children  are  in  attendance 
at  the  elementary  schools. 

School  Influence. — The  influence  of  school  attendance  on  the  diftusiori 
of  diphtheria  was  noted  almost  as  soon  as  skilled  inquiry  into  the  circum- 
stances of  this  disease  was  instituted.  This  was  pointed  out  by  Mr.  W.  H. 
Power  in  1876,  and  in  the  following  year  I  had  an  opportunity  of  study- 
ing the  matter  during  a  maintained  prevalence  of  diphtheria  at  Cogges- 
hall  in  Essex.  It  was  found  practicable  to  divide  the  928  children  in  the 
village  into  age-groups,  and  then  to  ascertain  within  each  group  the 
VOL.  I  2  z 
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relative  amount  of  diphtheria  in  those  who  attended  school,  and  in  those 
who  did  not.  Under  three  years  of  age  school  attendance  was  not  found 
to  have  materially  influenced  the  number  of  attacks ;  but  in  the  age- 
period  3  to  12  years  the  incidence  of  the  disease  was  not  far  from 
50  per  cent  greater  on  school  attendants  than  on  others ;  and  in  the 
age -period  12  to  15  years  the  school  attendants  suffered  nearly 
three  times  more  than  those  who  were  not  at  school.  The  same  result 
was  noted  by  other  observers ;  and,  quite  apart  from  age  susceptibility, 
it  soon  became  evident  that  there  were  certain  circumstances  associated 
with  school  attendance  which  promoted  diphtheria.  Indeed,  this  is 
now  so  generally  accepted  that  restrictions  in  school  attendance  often 
form  one  of  the  earliest,  if  not  the  chief  of  the  measures  adopted  by 
local  authorities  to  prevent  the  diffusion  of  the  disease.  But  as 
the  subject  was  more  carefully  studied,  it  became  evident '  that  the 
influence  of  school  attendance  was  by  no  means  the  simple  affair 
of  personal  infection  under  circumstances  especially  favourable  to  the 
transfer  of  infection  from  one  child  to  another ;  and  another  stage  was 
reached  when  Mr.  W.  H.  Power  investigated  a  maintained  prevalence  of 
diphtheria  at  Pirbright  in  Surrey.  School  attendances  were  recognised 
there  as  serving  to  diffuse  the  malady  amongst  a  somewhat  scattered 
population ;  indeed,  in  hitherto  uninfected  households,  children  between 
3  and  12  years  of  age,  who  at  a  given  period  were  attending 
school,  became  affected  five  or  six  times  as  numerously  as  children  of  the 
same  age  who  at  the  same  period  were  not  attending  school.  Hence,  it 
was  deemed  desirable  to  close  the  schools  on  several  occasions.  It  was 
also  seen  that  attacks  of  "  sore  throat,"  which  did  not  present  the  typical 
signs  of  diphtheria,  and  seemed  often  but  trivial  in  their  character, 
served  as  links  between  the  more  marked  outbreaks  of  the  disease. 
Hence,  besides  resort  to  measures  of  disinfection  at  the  school-house 
and  in  invaded  houses,  sustained  medical  effort  was  made  to  eliminate 
from  the  school,  on  the  occasion  of  each  of  its  reopenings,  all  cases  of 
sore  throat,  however  mild.  Thus  it  came  about  that  comparison  was 
possible  between  nine  alternating  periods  of  school  work  and  school 
closure, — the  intervals  of  closure  lasting  generally  for  some  six  weeks,  and 
school  operations  not  being  recommenced  until  all  signs  of  sore  throat 
had  disappeared  amongst  the  scholars.  "  While  the  school  remained  open," 
writes  Mr.  Power,  "  in  the  early  months  of  the  year,  the  rate  of  attack 
in  children  aged  from  3  to  12,  presumably  susceptible  of  diphtheria, 
but  not  having  the  disease  at  home,  was  16  "6  per  cent  of  those  who 
were  at  school,  and  3 "8  per  cent  of  those  who  were  not.  The  next  time 
the  school  was  open  the  respective  rates  were  4 '8  and  0*0  ;  the  third 
time,  7'1  and  2"5  ;  and  on  the  November  (the  last)  occasion,  4'1  and  O'O." 
The  numbers  on  which  the  percentages  are  based  were  admittedly  not 
large,  but  it  is  claimed  for  them  that  the  indication  which  they  furnish  is 
too  uniform  to  be  mistaken.  A  newly-observed  phase  of  school  operations 
seemed  here  to  have  been  at  work ;  the  bringing  together  of  the  school 
children  operating  again  and  again  so  as  to  give  a  serious  specific  quality 
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to  throat  ailments  which  either  appeared  very  trivial  or  were  altogether 
unrecognised ;  and  this  with  remarkable  and  even  startling  suddenness. 
Similar  experiences  were  soon  recorded  by  other  observers ;  and  definite 
"  explosions  "  of  diphtheria  have  been  by  no  means  uncommonly  recoi'ded 
in  connection  with  school  attendances.  School  influence  has  also  operated 
in  another  way,  and  this  especially  at  those  seasons  when  diphtheria  is 
least  prone  to  show  itself  in  recognisable  form.  At  such  seasons  the 
unexpected  occurrence  of  one  or  more  severe  attacks  of  the  disease  has  led 
to  the  idea  that  the  infection  might  possibly  be  lingering  amongst  the  school 
children,  and  under  such  circumstances  both  other  observers  and  I  myself, 
as  the  result  of  personal  examination  of  the  throats  of  pupils  and  pupil 
teachers  in  elementary  schools,  have  found  an  unexpected  and  exceptional 
amount  of  throat  sickness,  the  true  nature  of  which  has  been  revealed  by 
the  detection  of  cases  of  diphtheritic  paralysis  amongst  some  of  those 
who  admitted  such  antecedent  throat  or  nasal  symptoms  as  are  common 
in  mild  attacks  of  diphtheria. 

Whilst  dealing  with  this  subject  I  Avould  refer  to  a  communication  I 
addressed  to  the  Epidemiological  Society  of  London  in  April  1878,  in 
which,  from  certain  of  my  own  investigations  into  outbreaks  of  diphtheria, 
I  drew  the  conclusion  that  under  certain  circumstances  the  pi'operty  of 
infectiveness  appeared  to  be  a  matter  of  progi-essive  development,  and 
that  throat  illness  which  under  one  set  of  conditions  might  remain  practi- 
cally non-infective,  might  under  others  become  specifically  infective,  and, 
in  their  transmission,  acquire  characteristics  not  to  be  distinguished  from 
that  which  is  clinically  known  as  diphtheria.  This  view  has  since 
been  accepted  by  a  number  of  medical  officers  of  health  and  other 
observers ;  ^ut  it  has  seemed  insufficient  to  account  for  the  explosive 
character  of  some  of  the  outbreaks  which  have  occurred  in  connection 
with  elementary  schools.  On  this  latter  point  I  would  venture  to  observe 
that  a  micro-organism  possessing  in  small  degree  the  property  of  infective- 
ness might,  under  one  set  of  conditions  of  throat,  season,  and  so  forth, 
require  repeated  transferences  and  transplantations  from  throat  to  throat 
before  any  considerable  modification  of  its  morbific  qualities  was  brought 
about ;  whereas  under  other  conditions  of  "  throat  culture  "  the  stages  in 
question  might  be  reached  at  so  rapid  a  rate  as  even  to  account  for 
occurrences  such  as  those  met  with  at  Pirbright. 

In  a  former  work  on  the  subject  of  diphtheria  I  have  summarised 
the  methods  in  which  school  influence  appears  to  be  operative  for 
mischief  much  as  follows  : — 1st,  It  brings  together  those  members  of  the 
community  who  are,  by  reason  of  age,  most  susceptible  to  diphtheria  ; 
2nd,  The  children  thus  brought  together  are  placed,  and  remain  for  many 
hours  of  the  day,  in  exceptionally  close  relation  to  each  other ;  3rd,  The 
closer  the  aggregation  and  the  greater  the  hindrance  to  free  movement  of 
air,  the  greater  the  risk ;  4th,  Faulty  sanitary  conditions  of  the  school-house 
and  its  surroundings,  and  such  other  conditions  as  tend  to  a  condition  of 
general  ill  health,  in  so  far  as  they  induce  sore  throat,  favour  the  reception 
of  any  imported  diphtheria  infection ;  5th,  There  are  ample  grounds  for 
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believing  that  the  aggregation  of  children  in  elementary  schools  con- 
stitutes one  of  the  conditions  under  which  a  form  of  disease  of  particular 
potency  for  spread  and  for  death  may  be  manufactured;  6th,  The  practices 
of  kissing  and  of  transferring  sweetmeats  from  mouth  to  mouth — practices 
more  common  among  girls  than  boys — the  joint  use  of  drinking-cups, 
and  the  like  must  assist  in  the  diffusion  of  diphtheria  amongst  school- 
fellows. 

Amongst  the  more  recent  contiil)utors  to  the  etiology  of  diphtheria 
in  connection  Avith  school  influence  is  Mr.  Shirley  Murphy.  He  has 
pointed  out  (13)  that  in  the  metropolis  there  was  during  the  ordinary  late 
summer  holiday  period  of  1893  a  sudden  drop  in  the  number  of  notifica- 
tions of  diphtheria ;  and  he  adds  "  the  whole  of  the  holiday  depression  is 
due  to  diminished  prevalence  at  the  school -age  period  of  life."  Mr. 
Murphy  does  not  regard  statistics  for  so  limited  a  period  as  conclusive ; 
but  he  notes  that,  at  least,  they  harmonise  with  other  observations,  and 
indicate  the  need  for  further  inquiry  into  ,  the  influence  of  elementary 
schools  on  the  prevalence  of  epidemic  disease. 

Direct  Infection  from  Person  to  Person. — Incidentally  this  has  been 
I'eferr'ed  to  more  than  once  already.  It  is  probably  hy  far  the  most 
common  cause  of  diphtheria,  and  as  the  fauces  and  resjiiratory  tracts  of 
the  sick  and  healthy  respectively  are  closely  brought  together,  so  is 
reception  of  the  poison  by  this  means  the  more  likely  to  result.  Young 
nui'ses  who  carry  about  in  their  arms  little  children  suffering  from 
diphtheria ;  relations  and  others  who  kiss  persons  suffei'ing  from  di^^htheria, 
whether  in  a  recognised  form  or  not,  and  children  who  during  school 
attendances  are  packed  closely  together,  and  thus  run  risk  of  inhaling 
the  throat  or  nasal  emanations  of  school-mates  having  mild  forms  of 
diphtheria, — these  are  the  sort  of  people  who  run  most  risk  from  diph- 
theria by  direct  infection. 

Fomites. — The  infection  of  diphtheria  has  long  been  supposed  to 
attach  itself  both  to  premises  and  to  articles  of  Ijedding,  clothing  and 
the  like  ;  and  there  are  indications  to  show  that  in  so  far  as  remises  are 
concerned,  the  faculty  of  the  diphtheria  organism  for  retaining  its  vitality 
is  distinctly  enhanced  by  conditions  leading  to  dampness — especially  damjj- 
ness  of  site.  Growths  of  ordinary  mould  in  premises  may  often  indicate 
such  dampness.  In  a  number  of  instances  the  evidence  of  the  communi- 
cation of  diphtheria  by  means  of  the  bedding  and  clothing  of  the  sick  is 
such  that  no  doubt  can  remain  of  the  spread  of  the  disease  in  this  way. 
Again  and  again  the  distribution  of  such  articles  amongst  relations 
and  others  has  been  followed  by  diphtheria  amongst  their  recipients, 
and  this  under  circumstances  of  time,  and  of  previous  immunity  from  any 
throat  affection,  that  must  remove  all  doubt  as  to  the  relation  between 
the  two  events.  To  name  one  instance  only,  I  have  known  the  despatch 
of  a  i)illow  from  an  infected  house  to  another  locality  altogether  free 
from  any  throat  affections  to  be  followed  within  a  few  days  by  the  onset 
of  fatal  diphtheria  amongst  the  members  of  the  recipient  family. 

Milk  Diphtheria. — One  of  the  most  important  discoveries  of  modern 
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times  in  connection  with  the  etiology  of  diphtheria  is  the  relation  of  this 
disease  to  the  consumption  of  milk  ;  and  it  is  not  saying  too  much  to  assert 
that  many  occurrences  of  diphtheria  which  might  otherwise  have  been 
set  down  to  other  or  to  altogether  unknown  causes,  have  received  their 
explanation  since  the  dissemination  of  diphtheria  by  the  agency  of  milk 
was  first  demonstrated  by  Mr.  W.  H,  Power  in  1878  (14).  Since  that 
date  many  outbreaks  have  been  traced  with  the  greatest  certainty  to 
milk, — the  disease  not  only  having  followed  the  distribution  of  a  certain 
milk-supply  again  and  again,  even  when  carried  to  widely  different  and 
distant  localities,  but  having  been  limited  at  the  onset  of  the  outbreaks  in 
those  special  localities  exclusively  to  persons  using  the  milk  in  question. 

In  certain  instances  the  infection  of  milk  by  means  of  the  diphtheria 
contagium  must  be  attributed  to  the  exposure  of  milk  to  infection  derived 
from  antecedent  diphtheria  in  the  human  subject.  It  is  needless  to 
discuss  at  any  length  the  means  by  which  milk  can  thus  become  infected. 
Wherever  the  throat  emanations  go,  and  whether  aerially  or  by  means  of 
material  adherent  to  the  hands  and  clothes  of  others,  there  will  l)e  risk 
of  infection  ;  hence  milk  may  become  specifically  contaminated  whenever 
the  air  of  the  sick  chamber  has  access  to  it,  or  where  persons  in  attend- 
ance on  the  sick  take  part  in  any  dairy  processes.  In  like  manner  milk 
may  become  infected  with  the  diphtheria  poison  when  persons  who  are 
engaged  either  in  the  dairy  farm  or  the  milk  shop,  or  who  are  occupied 
in  any  way  in  the  collection  and  distribution  of  milk,  are  themselves 
suffering  from  diphtheria  in  however  mild  a  form.  And  it  has  been 
shown  l^y  Dr.  Klein  that  milk,  once  inoculated  with  the  diphtheria 
l)acillus,  serves  as  an  excellent  multiplying  ground  for  the  organism  even 
at  such  ordinary  temperatures  as  18°-20°  C.  (64'4°-68°  F.). 

But  the  more  we  learn  of  milk  as  a  vehicle  of  diphtheria,  the  more 
probable  does  it  become  that  the  infection  is  much  more  frequently 
derived  from  the  cow  herself  than  from  repeated  specific  contamination 
by  the  human  subject.  Thus  it  has  happened  that  milk  from  a  certain 
dairy,  whatever  the  locality  in  which  it  has  been  distributed,  has  served  to 
convey  and  to  keep  on  conveying  diphtheria  to  the  retail  customers ;  and 
this  although  all  suspicion  of  antecedent  diphtheria  or  "  sore  throat " 
amongst  the  dairy  hands  could  be  eliminated  with  a  degree  of  certainty 
leaving  little  or  nothing  to  l)e  desired.  And  this  has  happened  when  the 
milk,  which  was  obviously  conveying  the  infection,  was  derived  from  two 
different  dairies  situated  at  a  distance  from  each  other,  and  having  little 
or  nothing  in  common  except  the  transference  of  cows  from  one  to  the 
other  estaljlishment.  So  strongly  has  the  evidence  in  such  cases  pointed 
to  the  cow  herself,  that  Mr.  W.  H.  Power  felt  compelled  to  consider  (as  he 
wrote  now  some  seventeen  years  ago)  whether  there  might  not  have  been 
"  risk  of  specific  fouling  of  milk  by  particular  cows  suffering  from  specific 
disease,  whether  recognised  or  not"  (15).  Later  it  became  possible  to 
trace  the  milk  which  conveyed  diphtheria  in  very  definite  manner  to 
certain  cow-houses  in  which  one  or  more  cows — notably  those  which  had 
recently  calved — had  suffered  from  an  ailment  which  is  certainly  infective 
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from  one  cow  to  another,  and  is  associated  with  certain  definite  symjjtoms, 
inchiding  a  rise  of  temperature  and  a  form  of  eruption  on  the  udder  and 
teats  which,  when  seen  in  its  later  stages,  has  hitherto  been  commonlj' 
regarded  by  cow-keepers  as  "  chapped  teats."  This  eruption  usually 
begins  in  the  form  of  vesicles,  which  rapidly  pass  into  pustules  and  scabs, 
or  crusted  ulcers.  At  a  next  stage  in  the  inquiry  it  was  found  that  a 
similar  disease  could  lie  produced  in  the  cow  by  inoculating  ^the  animal 
with  sub-cultures  of  the  diphtheria  bacillus  ;  and  when  this  was  done  the 
material  derived  from  the  induced  Acsicles  and  pustules  were  in  turn 
found  to  contain  the  same  bacillus,  which  could  be  unmistakably  demon- 
strated by  cover-glass  specimens  and  by  cultui'e.  And,  further,  the  milk 
of  cows  thus  inocTilated  was  found  to  contain  the  diphtheria  bacillus  in 
abundance. 

In  a  number  of  outlii'eaks  of  that  which  may  now  without  question 
be  called  "  milk  diphtheria,"  it  has  been  found  that  the  difierent  incidence 
of  the  disease  on  individuals  has  come  to  depend,  among  other  things,  on 
their  ojiportunities  for  consuming  the  milk  in  question.  Thus  well- 
to-do  persons,  largely  using  raw  milk  in  their  families,  have  suffered  out 
of  all  proportion  to  their  poorer  neighbours,  who  could  only  afford  a 
small  supply,  to  lie  used  in  their  tea.  And,  fuither,  it  has  been  found 
that  stored  milk,  in  the  form  of  cream  and  still  more  so  of  skim-milk,  has 
been  moi'e  potent  for  mischief  than  fresh  milk — the  storage  of  milk,  as, 
for  example,  when  set  for  cream,  giving  opportunity  for  the  development 
and  multiplication  in  it  of  the  contained  specific  organisms. 

IHpJdJteria  in  the  Lower  Animals. — But  the  cow  is  not  the  only  one 
of  the  lower  animals  which  is  capable  of  serving  as  a  medium  for  the 
distribution  of  diphtheria,  nor  the  only  one  to  Avhich  the  disease  can  be 
communicated  from  man.  Different  animals,  including  pigeons,  turkeys, 
and  cats,  have  been  referred  to  in  this  connection  ;  but,  whether  the  matter 
be  studied  from  a  Ijacteriological  or  etiological  point  of  view,  it  will 
probably  be  admitted  that  the  case  of  one  animal  only  is  altogether 
free  from  doubt  in  this  coiniection,  namelj'^,  that  of  the  cat.  There  are  a 
number  of  instances  in  which  human  diphtheria  has  followed  on  similar 
disease  in  cats  ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  evidence  has  appeared  that  cats 
have  contracted  diphtheria  from  the  human  subject.  Dr.  Bruce  Low,  in 
reporting  to  the  Local  Government  Board  on  an  epidemic  of  diphtheria 
in  Enfield,  expresses  the  opinion  that  a  disease  resembling  diphtheria 
which  he  met  with  in  the  cat  was  in  all  probability  first  contracted  from 
human  diphtheria,  then  communicated  from  cat  to  cat,  and  then  trans- 
ferred again  from  the  cat  to  the  human  subject. 

Writing  in  1889,  Dr.  Klein  (16)  says  "that  cats  are  really  subject  to 
an  infectious  disease  occiu-ring  in  association  with  human  diphtheria "  ; 
and,  further,  that  "  this  disease  casually  occurring  in  the  cat  is  very 
similar  to  the  malady  artificially  producible  in  that  animal  by  inoculating 
it  with  human  diphtheria."  We  must  therefore  recognise  the  fact  that 
diphtheria  in  the  human  subject  may  have  its  origin  in  disease  of  a  like 
sort  in  at  least  one  animal  common  in  our  households,  namely,  the  cat. 
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Tlxe  Influence  of  Sanitary  Circumstances. — Few  questions  i-elating  to 
the  etiology  of  diphtheria  have  led  to  more  discussion  than  that  which 
is  concerned  with  determining  the  influence,  if  any,  of  faulty  sanitary 
circumstances  on  the  causation  of  this  disease.  The  extremes  of 
opinion  are  Ijest  illustrated  by  two  classes  of  contentions.  First,  there  are 
those  who,  having  to  deal  with  diphtheria,  find  that  in  the  locality  or 
house  where  it  prevails  there  are  certain  more  or  less  obvious  faulty 
sanitary  conditions ;  and  these  persons  are  content  to  regard  the  coinci- 
dence as  cause  and  eiiect :  secondly,  there  are  those  who,  often  meeting 
with  diphtheria  where  there  is  no  history  of  exposure  to  faulty  sanitary 
conditions,  have  become  convinced  that  the  disease  can  in  no  way  have 
relation  to  such  conditions.  The  truth  lies,  I  believe,  somewhere  between 
these  two  extremes. 

In  considering  this  question  it  should  be  remembered,  in  the  first 
place,  that  the  quarter  of  a  century  beginning  about  the  year  1870  has 
been  a  period  in  which  unexampled  progress  has  been  made  in  England 
and  Wales  in  improving  the  sanitary  circumstances  under  which  the 
people  are  living,  whether  of  water-supply,  sewerage  and  drainage,  the 
disposal  of  refuse  and  excreta,  or  dwelling  accommodation.  It  has  also 
been  a  period  in  which  the  general  mortality  from  all  causes  in  this 
country  has  diminished  from  the  mean  annual  rate,  for  the  first  five  years 
of  that  period,  of  22  per  thousand  living,  to  one  of  19  for  the  latest  five 
years  of  that  period  for  which  we  have  mortality  returns  ;  in  which 
the  corresponding  rate  from  the  seven  principal  zymotic  diseases, 
including  diphtheria,  has  fallen  from  4'8  to  2*5;  and  in  which  the 
rate  of  mortality  fi'om  enteric  fever- — a  disease  known  •  to  be  intimately 
associated  with  bad  sanitary  circumstances  affecting  water-supply,  sewer- 
age and  drainage,  and  so  forth — has  fallen  from  0"37  to  0"17  per 
thousand.  But  duiing  this  same  period  of  sanitary  progress,  associated 
as  it  has  been  with  a  substantial  diminution  in  the  amount  of  death  from 
the  several  causes  specified,  the  corresponding  death-rate  from  diphtheria 
in  England  and  Wales  has  gone  up  from  0-12  to  0"19,  an  increase  of  63 
jjer  cent ;  and  in  London  and  the  large  cities  the  increase  has  been  even 
greater — it  has,  indeed,  more  than  trebled.  From  these  facts  it  would  at 
least  appear  that  the  removal  of  ordinary  faulty  sanitary  circumstances 
has  not  only  not  been  followed  by  diminution  in  diphtheria,  but  that 
precisely  the  reverse  has  taken  place.  In  the  second  place,  so  far  as  I  can 
learn,  it  has  hitherto  been  found  impossible  by  skilled  observers— includ- 
ing the  medical  inspectors  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  many  leading 
medical  officers  of  health,  and  distinguished  foreign  epidemiologists,  such 
as  Professor  Fodor — to  identify  the  use  of  polluted  water-supplies  as  a 
cause  of  diphtheria.  In  the  third  place,  it  is  certain  that  in  the  vast 
majority  of  cases  diphtheria  is  due  either  to  infection  from  an  antecedent 
case,  whether  in  school  or  elsewhere,  or  to  infection  conveyed  through 
milk  ;  and  that  consequently  the  balance  attrilnxtable  to  faulty  sanitary 
circumstances  cannot  be  a  large  one.  The  advocates,  however,  of  general 
insanitary  conditions  as  a  cause  of  diphtheria  lay  special  stress  on  the 
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influence  of  faulty  sewers  and  drains,  and  of  collections  of  offensive 
I'efuse,  garbage,  and  the  like ;  it  is  indeed  to  effluvia  from  such  sources 
that  they  are  disposed  to  attribute  diphtheria.  Their  contention,  there- 
fore, requires  further  examination. 

Diphtheria,  as  already  stated,  is  due  to  the  oj^erations  of  a  specific 
bacillus,  but  this  organism  has  never  to  my  knowledge  been  discovered 
in  "sewer  air."  Indeed,  such  experiments  as  have  been  made  in 
this  direction  have  resulted  in  failure.  Moreover,  it  is  contended  (17)  that 
the  micro-organisms  foixnd  in  sewer  emanations  are  related  rather  to  those 
commonly  found  in  the  outer  air — being  in  the  main  moulds  and  micrococci 
— than  to  the  micro-organisms  found  in  the  sewage.  And  further  when, 
in  such  outbreaks  of  diphtheria  as  I  have  investigated,  some  obvious  defect 
leading  to  pollution  of  respired  aii'  by  sewer  or  drain  emanations  was 
regarded  as  the  cause  of  the  disease,  I  have  in  almost  every  instance 
found  it  not  only  impossible  to  eliminate  other  and  better-established 
soui'ces  of  infection,  but  also  that  some  alternative  sources  of  infection 
were  generally  found  to  have  had  obvious  causal  relation  to  the  disease. 

But  after  all  has  been  said  in  this  direction  there  remains  a  residuum 
of  cases  which  cannot  so  easily  be  disposed  of.  These  cases  are,  in  my 
experience,  usually  limited  to  single  attacks,  to  attacks  in  single  house- 
holds, 01'  on  occasion  to  a  small  group  of  persons  having  opportunity  of 
infection  from  the  earlier  cases. 

In  dealing  etiologically  with  such  cases,  it  is  impossible  to  ignore  the 
fact  that  exposure  to  certain  foul  emanations  is  in  certain  persons  often 
followed  by  sore  throat;  and  it  must  be  admitted  that  such  sore  throat, 
as  also  the  common  "household  sore  throat,"  have  infective  qualities, 
although  as  yet  these  affections  have  not  been  identified  Avith  any 
particular  organism.  Some  persons  are  extremely  intolerant  of  these  and 
other  morbific  conditions — such  as  damp,  cold,  etc. — and  when  exposed 
to  them  sufter  from  sore  throat ;  and  it  is  often  among  such  persons  that 
diphtheria  may  occur  almost  immediately  after  exposure  to  one  or  other 
of  the  emanations  referred  to.  Now  a  sore  throat,  however  induced, 
is  peculiarly  favourable  to  the  reception  and  ^  subsequent  local  multi- 
plication of  the  diphtheria  organism.  Children  subject  to  chronic  sore 
throats  have  often  been  found  specially  liable  to  contract  diphtheria  ; 
and  it  is  also  matter  of  common  observation  that  convalescents  from 
diseases  such  as  scarlet  fever  and  measles  —  diseases  in  which  the 
fauces  may  be  denuded  of  their  epithelial  coating  —  are  especially 
liable  to  contract  diphtheria  ;  whereas  there  is  no  corresponding  liability 
on  the  part  of  diphtheria  convalescents  to  contract  scarlet  fever  or 
measles.  In  short,  a  morl^id  condition  of  the  fauces  affords  a  soil  favour- 
able to  the  lodgment  and  maintenance  of  the  diphtheria  contagium — the 
process  being  one  of  "  aerial  inoculation."  Another  exjilanation  of  the 
relation  between  exposure  to  foul  emanations  and  an  attack  of  dij^htheria 
is,  that  where  diphtheria  has  assumed  an  obsciire  and  chronic  foi'm — 
the  local  manifestations  being  mainly  nasal  or  exceptionally  mild — 
exposure  to  drain  emanations,  to  cold,  and  damp  and  like  conditions,  has 
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almost  certainly  a  tendency  to  induce  and  to  accelerate  the  occurrence  of 
those  recrudescing  attacks  of  diphtheria  which  are  so  fertile  a  source  of 
the  spread  of  the  disease  to  healthy  persons  who  associate  with  dijihtheria 
convalescents. 

But  these  explanations  do  not  cover  a  number  of  cases  in  which  it 
is  at  least  certain  that  diphtheria  prevails  concurr'ently  with  oppoi- 
tunities  for  exposure  to  drain  and  other  like  emanations;  and  some 
observers,  who  do  not  assert  that  the  diphtheria  organism  is  itself 
conveyed  by  means  of  sewer  air,  contend  that  there  are  circumstances 
under  which  sore  throats,  which  in  their  early  stages  lack  specific  char- 
acteristics, do  definitely  acquire  them  at  a  later  date.  When  I  first  sug- 
gested that  the  theory  of  the  "  progressive  development  of  the  property 
of  infectiveness  "  was  necessary  to  the  explanation  of  many  occurrences 
of  diphtheria,  I  was  inclined  to  assume  that  some  substantial  lapse  of 
time  was  an  essential  element  in  the  process.  But  some  observers,  in- 
cluding the  late  Dr.  David  Page,  medical  inspector  to  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  Dr.  Fosbroke,  county  health  officer  for  Worcestershire,  and 
Dr.  Jacob,  medical  officer  of  health  for  Mid -Surrey,  have  recorded  in- 
stances which  seem  to  indicate  that  the  process  may  begin  and  be  completed 
during  the  stages  of  a  single  outbreak  of  very  limited  duration.  Thus 
Dr.  Jacob  records  "an  outbreak  of  diphtheria  which  was  preceded  for  a 
month  by  a  series  of  ordinary  sore  thi'oats,"  and  "  gradually  worked  up, 
so  to  speak,  to  the  genuine  characteristic  form  of  the  disease."  How 
far  the  sore  throats  in  question  may,  on  the  one  hand,  have  been  attacks 
of  true  but  unrecognised  diphtheria  from  the  onset,  or  how  far,,  on  the 
other  hand,  such  process  of  develoj^ment  as  I  have  indicated  may  take 
place  in  a  single  individual,  owing  to  the  accelerating  influence  of  foul 
emanations  having  special  characteristics,  I  am  unable  to  say ;  but  I  am 
bound  to  admit  that,  bacteriologically  considered,  we  have  as  yet  no 
proof  that  such  development  does  occur. 

In  brief  I  would  observe : — First,  that  the  only  available  vital 
statistics  as  to  diphtheria  do  not  support  the  contention  that  this  disease 
and  its  increase  in  this  country  are  related  to  faulty  sanitary  circum- 
stances ;  second,  that  the  operation  of  that  which  is  included  in  the  term 
"  school  influence  "  does  account  to  a  very  important  extent  for  the  in- 
crease in  question ;  third,  that  miich  diphtheria  which  in  former  times 
would  undoubtedly  have  been  assigned  to  faulty  sanitary  circumstances 
is  now  found  to  be  communicated  to  man  through  the  agency  of  milk  ; 
fourth,  that  there  are  good  reasons  for  believing  that  sore  throats, 
which  are  induced  by  exposure  to  conditions  such  as  drain  emanations, 
render  people  especially  susceptible  to  the  influence  of  the  diphtheria  con- 
tagion ;  and,  fifth,  that  amongst  the  residuum  of  attacks  there  remain  a 
number  in  which  there  is,  in  appearance  at  least,  a  connection  between 
exposure  to  foul  emanations  and  diphtheria,  and  that  some  of  these  cases 
may  possibly  be  instances  in  which  a  process  of  development,  even  in  the 
same  person,  leads  from  a  minor  affection  up  to  a  major  and  definitely 
specific  disease. 
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No  attempt  can  properly  be  made  to  divide  the  causes  of  diphtheria 
into  definite  groups.  In  one  sense  there  is  but  one  cause  of  diphtheria, 
namely,  the  operations  of  the  bacillus  diphtherise,  and  the  direct  influence 
of  this  organism  has  been  indicated  in  each  of  the  sets  of  circumstances 
referred  to.  This  is  equally  the  case  whether  the  organism  be  in  a  state 
of  specific  activity  at  the  moment  of  its  reception,  or  whether,  as  has  been 
suggested,  it  be  in  a  form  requiring  time  and  circumstance  for  develop- 
ment of  its  specific  potency.  The  real  difference  between  the  several 
sets  of  conditions  concerned  in  dii^htheria  is  as  follows: — Some 
involve  conditions,  such  as  age,  antecedent  sore  throat,  dampness  of 
soil,  etc.,  which  appear  to  favour  the  025portunities  for  mischief  of 
any  chance  diphtheria  bacilli  which  may  be  received  on  the  fauces 
or  other  surface ;  the  others,  such  as  direct  infection  from  an  antecedent 
case,  infected  milk,  etc.,  involve  the  reception  of  the  infection  in  such  form, 
quality,  and  quantity  as  practically  to  ensure  the  production  of  diph- 
theria even  where  some  of  those  conditions  regarded  as  favouring  diphtheria 
may  be  absent.  Study  of  the  ojierations  of  both  sets  of  conditions  will 
indicate  the  means  of  prevention. 

In  the  prophylaxis  or  prevention  of  diphtheria  we  have  to  consider 
both  the  general  measures  which  may  diminish  the  chance  of  con- 
tracting the  disease,  and  also  the  more  immediate  and  active  steps  which 
should  be  adopted  to  prevent  its  spread  when  the  disease  is  actually 
prevalent. 

It  is  Avell  to  remember,  and  this  especially  as  regards  families  who 
tend  to  suffer  from  "  sore  throat,"  that  whilst  the  broad  geological 
features  of  a  district  have  not  been  observed  to  have  any  special  influence 
on  the  development  and  diffusion  of  diphtheria,  yet  residence  in  localities 
exposed  to  cold  wet  winds,  and  on  sites  characterised  by  constantly 
recurring  dampness  of  soil  and  retention  of  organic  debris  and  other 
refuse,  is,  if  possible,  to  be  avoided.  It  is  a  matter  of  almost  equal 
importance  to  secure  the  influence  of  sunlight  and  movement  of  air  about 
the  residences  of  families  and  persons  who  are  regarded  as  exceptionally 
susceptible  to  diphtheria.  These  are  points  to  be  especially  borne  in  mind 
in  the  case  of  old  -  fashioned  and  well  -  timbered  country  places.  The 
adoption  of  general  measures  of  sanitation,  and  especially  the  removal  of 
those  conditions  of  drainage,  and  disposal  of  refuse,  which  are  believed  to 
have  some  relation  to  the  production  of  sore  throat,  should  always  be  in- 
sisted on. 

Avoidance  of  infection  through  the  agency  of  milk  can  only  be 
ensured  by  habitual  abstention  from  the  use  of  any  milk  that  has  not 
been  previously  scalded  or  otherwise  cooked.  Fortunately  we  know 
that  exposure  of  the  diphtheria  bacilli  to  a  temperature  of  60°  C. 
(140°  F.)  for  five  minutes  suffices  to  destroy  their  vitality.  Recent 
scalding,  therefore,  gives  ample  protection  against  diphtheria  through 
the  agency  of  milk,  and  indirectly  will  tend  to  prevent  infection 
from  other  contagia,  such  as  those  of  scarlet  fever,  enteric  fever,  and 
tubeiculosis. 
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Ailing  domestic  aninaals,  notably  cats,  should  l)e  avoided.  The 
evidence  of  the  communication  of  diphtheria  from  the  latter  to  man  does 
not  admit  of  doubt. 

Diphtheria  being  a  highly  infectious  disease,  easily  communicated 
from  person  to  person,  and  this  at  distances  the  limit  of  which  cannot  as 
yet  be  stated,  the  immediate  isolation  of  the  infected  person  should 
always  be  attempted.  The  most  effectual  form  of  isolation  consists  in 
the  removal  of  the  individual  to  an  isolation  hospital ;  but  where  this 
is  not  practicable  the  nearest  available  approach  to  isolation  should  be 
secured.  Thus  the  removal  of  a  patient  to  the  upper  story  of  a  house, 
when  that  story  can  be  exclusively  reserved  for  the  patient  and  the 
necessary  nurse  and  attendant,  may  suffice,  provided  strict  precautions 
are  taken  to  maintain  the  isolation.  The  apartment  of  the  patient  should 
be  well  ventilated;  aerial  communication  between  it  and  the  remainder 
of  the  house  may  properly  be  hindered  by  the  suspension,  across  the 
doorways  of  the  infected  apartments,  of  sheets  which  are  kept  constantly 
wet  with  some  disinfecting  fluid,  the  wetness  of  the  sheet  being  an 
essential  point  to  bear  in  mind  ;  sputa  should  be  destroyed  by  fire  or  by 
boiling ;  lint,  rags,  and  the  like,  used  in  connection  with  discharges  from 
the  throat,  nose,  etc.,  should  be  burned  in  the  apartment;  all  china, 
glass,  spoons,  and  such  articles  used  in  connection  with  the  patient's 
meals  should  be  placed  in  l)oiling  water  before  they  are  cleaned ;  and  all 
communication  with  the  remainder  of  the  household  should  be  avoided  as 
far  as  possible.  The  need  for  stringency  in  these  matters  is  often  even 
greater  during  convalescence,  for  this  is  precisely  the  time  when  there  is 
a  tendency  to  relax  them.  Members  of  the  family  who  are  at  the 
susceptible  ages  should,  if  practicable,  be  sent  away  from  the  house.  On 
the  termination  of  the  illness  all  apartments  and  articles  liable  to  retain 
infection  should  be  dealt  with  (12)  by  such  measures  as  lime-washing,  strip- 
ping of  paper,  disinfection,  etc.  The  question  as  to  when  freedom  from 
infection  in  a  convalescent  may  be  regarded  as  complete  will  be  referred 
to  in  connection  with  the  next  measure. 

This  measure  has  to  do  with  the  control  of  school  attendances. 
Schools  of  all  descriptions  must  always  be  looked  upon  as  affording 
exceptional  facilities  for  the  diffusion  of  diphtheria.  Hence,  in  boarding- 
schools,  for  example,  all  forms  of  sore  throat  should  be  dealt  with  as  if 
infective  ;  and  if,  after  the  effectual  isolation  of  a  few  first  cases,  the  disease 
still  shows  a  tendency  to  spread,  the  school  should  be  broken  up  at  once, 
and  measures  of  cleansing  and  disinfection  resorted  to.  Early  bacterio- 
logical examination  of  material  scraped  from  the  fauces  or  nostrils  will 
materially  aid  in  a  definite  conclusion  as  to  the  need  of  such  action ;  but 
even  when  bacteriological  evidence  is  negative,  the  mere  fact  that  "  sore 
throat "  is  spreading  should  have  great  weight  in  forming  a  decision  on 
measures  of  prevention.  As  regards  the  circumstances  under  which  re- 
assembly of  scholars  in  boarding-schools  may  be  allowed,  useful  informa- 
tion may  be  obtained  from  the  publication  of  Codes  of  Rules  by  the 
Medical  Officers  of  Schools  Association  (18).    The  advance  of  bacterio- 
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logical  investigations  is  also  certain  to  come  to  the  aid  of  those  who  are 
concerned  in  arriving  at  a  decision  in  this  matter.  In  day  schools,  and 
notably  in  our  elementary  schools,  early  arttacks  of  diphtheria  have 
hitherto  been  apt  to  be  overlooked  ;  and  it  has  not  been  until  the  attend- 
ance at  schools  began  to  diminish  ])y  reason  of  sickness  that  the  matter 
received  attention.  This  should  not  be  wherever  the  operation  of 
the  Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Act  is  adopted.  The  existence  of  a 
case  of  diphtheria  in  a  household  should  in  itself  be  a  reason  why  no 
member  of  that  household  should  be  allowed  to  attend  school.  If,  not- 
withstanding the  exclusion  of  children  so  circumstanced,  cases  of 
diphtheria  continue  to  manifest  themselves,  and  especially  if  first  attacks 
in  individTial  households  are  found  to  occur  amongst  children  attending 
school,  it  may  become  necessary  to  close  the  schools  for  a  time.  The 
exclusion  from  school  of  scholars  from  infected  houses  or  localities, 
or  the  actual  closure  of  elementary  schools,  are  matters  in  which 
sanitary  authorities,  acting  under  the  advice  of  their  health  officers,  are 
vested  with  considerable  compulsory  powers  under  the  Education  Code. 
It  has  already  been  shown  that  the  reopening  of  schools  after  closure  has 
often  been  the  means  of  leading  to  a  recrudescence  of  the  disease,  and  to 
the  development  of  a  special  potency  in  the  infection.  The  recru- 
descences must  now  be  regarded  as  mainly  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
bacillus  diphtherise  is  retained  al)out  the  fauces  of  convalescents  for  a 
much  longer  period  than  was  formerly  thought  at  all  prol^able.  Accord- 
ing to  exjDeriments  made  in  the  case  of  diphtheria  convalescents,  it  has 
been  found  that  the  specific  bacillus  of  the  disease  may  exist  in  scrapings 
from  the  fauces  in  a  state  of  vitality,  as  shown  by  cultivation,  for  several 
weeks  at  least  after  all  disappearance  of  local  indications  of  any  throat 
affection.  Bacteriological  examination  of  such  material  in  each  individual 
case  is  necessary  where  the  utmost  procurable  certainty  is  desired.  Where 
such  investigation  is,  for  one  or  another  reason,  impracticable,  it  may  be 
stated  that  under  no  circumstances  should  a  child  be  allowed  to  return  to 
school  from  a  household  in  which  there  has  been  diphtheria  until  at  least 
two  weeks  have  elapsed  since  the  last  indication  of  throat-mischief  in  any 
one  of  the  family  concerned. 

Whenever  diphtheria  or  sore  throat  of  an  infective  type  is  at  all 
prevalent  in  schools  or  elsewhere,  precautions  should  be  taken  to  avoid 
the  common  use  of  drinking-cups  and  other  like  articles ;  kissing  among 
children  should  also  be  avoided. 

Whilst  this  article  is  passing  through  the  press  the  question  of  the 
value  of  antitoxins  is  under  investigation  and  discussion.  It  is  claimed 
that  the  serum  of  horses  which  have  been  inoculated  with  diphtheria 
organisms,  or  with  the  chemical  products  of  those  organisms,  is  able, 
when  injected  into  the  human  subject,  to  confer  on  man  an  immunity 
against  diphtheria  infection.  As  yet  the  use  of  this  diphtheria  anti- 
toxin has  been  almost  exclusively  limited  to  the  treatment  of  individual 
cases  of  the  disease,  a  matter  with  which  this  article  is  not  concerned. 
Biit  Dr.  Klein  has  made  some  preliminary  exijeriments  in  this  country 
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which  go  to  show  that  guinea-pigs  which  have  been  I'endered  immune  against 
diphtheria,  by  the  injection  of  the  prepared  horse  serum, — inoculations 
which  would  otherwise  have  been  fatal  to  them, — succumb  to  fresh  inocula- 
tions of  the  same  diphtheria  material  after  the  lapse  of  a  week  or  two. 
These  experiments  confirm  very  similar  ones  by  Behring  and  Eoux.  It 
is  not  pretended  that  this  is  the  limit  of  immunity  that  can  be  conferred 
on  the  guinea-pig,  neither  has  it  been  practicable  hitherto  to  determine 
definitely  to  Avhat  extent  such  immunity,  if  any,  can  be  conferred  on  the 
human  subject.  Protective  inoculations  of  ordinary  doses  of  serum  seem 
hitherto  to  be  effective  only  for  about  three  weeks.  There  appear  to  be 
grounds,  however,  for  believing  that,  in  so  far  as  the  guinea-pig  is  concerned, 
the  use  of  larger  doses  of  the  serum  would  be  followed  by  extension  of 
the  period  of  protection.  But  for  the  moment  the  indications  suggest  that 
any  such  immunity  is  likely  to  be  evanescent,  that  such  utility  as  it 
possesses  may  be  limited  to  the  protection  of  individuals  who  have  just 
incurred,  or  must  run  risk,  of  exposure  to  the  infection  of  diphtheria  ; 
and  that  prolongation  of  such  risk  may  call  for  repetition  of  the  injection 
of  the  matei'ial  which  confei's  such  immunity. 

E.  Thorne  Thorne. 

Bacteriology  and  Pathology  of  Diphtheria 

There  are  but  few  infective  diseases  the  bacteriology  of  which  has 
been  so  completely  worked  out  as  in  the  case  of  diphtheria.  Although 
Klebs,  in  1883,  had  described  a  special  bacillus  observed  by  him  in 
diphtheritic  membranes,  Loffler  was  the  first  who  succeeded  not  only  in 
separating  it  by  growth  in  artificial  media,  but  also  in  producing  in 
animals  by  means  of  inoculations  distinct  lesions,  said  by  him  to 
resemble  diphtheria.  After'  its  discoverers,  the  bacillus  is  generally  called 
the  Klebs-Loffler  bacillus.  Lofiler's  observations  were  soon  confirmed  liy 
others,  notalily  by  Eoux  and  Yersin  in  France,  and  Dr.  Klein  in  England  ; 
but  the  final  proof  of  the  specificity  of  the  B.  diphtheria  we  owe  more 
especially  to  the  researches  of  Dr.  Sidney  Martin. 

The  Klebs-Loffler  bacillus  is  found  in  every  case  of  diphtheria ;  and 
from  the  results  of  investigations  made,  we  may  say,  all  over  the  world, 
we  must  refuse  to  call  any  lesion  diphtheria  unless  it  is  associated  with 
that  bacillus ;  conversely,  any  morbid  process  accompanied  by  this 
oi'ganism  is  diphtheria.  Foi'mei'ly,  when  physicians  relied  for  their 
diagnosis  merely  on  inspection  of  the  affected  parts,  or  on  certain  symp- 
toms and  signs,  cases  were  excluded  because  they  did  not  conform  to  the 
accepted  clinical  "type";  and  the  absence  of  gangrene,  necrosis,  or  membrane 
was  almost  sufficient  for  a  denial  of  the  existence  of  diphtheria.  Bacterio- 
logy has  taught  us  that  we  must  alter  our  views,  and  include  under 
diphtheria  many  cases  which,  according  to  the  older  conception,  would  not 
have  been  called  diphtheria.  At  the  present  time  we  frequently  hear 
that  typical  bacilli  have  been  discovered  in  cases  which  clinically  are  not 
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diphtheria  :  our  clinical  notions  must,  then,  be  amended  and  our  position 
reconsidered.  On  the  other  hand,  but  a  few  years  ago  many  forms  of 
tonsillitis  and  laryngitis  were  diagnosed  as  diphtheria,  which  now  by 
means  of  an  adequate  examination  are  readily  excluded.  We  possess, 
then,  in  this  organism  of  Klebs-Loffler  a  certain  test,  with  the  help  of 
which  in  competent  hands  it  is  easy  to  decide  the  true  nature  of  a  sus- 
picious case ;  and  the  vexed  discussion  as  to  the  identity  or  non-identity 
of  croup  and  diphtheria  ceases  henceforth.  In  tubercle  and  in  diphtheria 
the  bacillus  asserts  itself  with  an  authority  which  must  put  aside  any 
preconceived  notions. 

The  Diplitheim  Bacillus.— This  organism  is  extremely  polymorphic,  and 
this  character  greatly  facilitates  diagnosis.  Two  varieties  may  be  con- 
veniently described,  the  long  and  the  short  variety — (a)  Long  forms :  These 
are  perhaps  to  the  begiimer  the  most  characteristic  forms.  They  are 
generally  clubbed  at  one  or  other  end,  and  are  distinctly  curved  or  /- 
.shaped,  and  frequently,  when  stained,  they  have  a  granular  or  segmented 
appearance,  as  they  do  not  take  n\)  the  dye  uniformly.  These  clubbed 
forms  are  regarded  by  many  as  degeneration  or  involution  forms  ;  but  we 
shall  see  that  this  idea  is  probably  erroneous,  since  they  are  best  marked 
in  young  growths,  {h)  Short  forms :  These  occur,  as  a  rule,  as  straight 
or  slightly  curved  rods,  not  uniform  in  thickness,  but  generallj'^  slightly 
swollen  at  one  end,  or  swollen  in  the  middle  with  pointed  ends. 

It  is,  however,  not  advisable  to  be  too  strict  in  this  division  of  the 
bacilli  into  types  according  to  their  size,  because,  although  Ave  may  find 
growths  in  which  all  the  bacilli  are  long  and  clubbed,  oi'  short  and  straight, 
yet  they  do  frequently  vary  in  size  and  shape  in  the  same  culture,  and  on 
transferring  a  long  form  from  tube  to  tube  it  often  changes  in  appearance 
from  the  long  to  the  short  form,  and  conversely.  It  has  also  been  stated 
that  cases  presenting  the  long  forms  are  more  virulent  than  those  j^resenting 
the  short  form.  This,  however,  is  misleading  and  erroneous.  After  an 
extensive  examination,  I  can  say  confidently  that  it  is  futile  to  base  a 
prognosis  on  the  type  of  organism  present.  Some  of  the  worst  cases 
that  I  have  seen  were  associated  with  the  short  variety  exclusively,  Avhile 
many  less  serious  cases  exhibited  long  forms  only.  Again,  I  have  found 
colonies  of  the  long  and  the  short  foi-m  side  by  side  on  the  same  agar-agar 
surface. 

In  all  cases  the  grouping  of  the  diphtheria  bacilli  is  characteiistic. 
They  never  form  chains  or  threads,  but  are  generally  arranged  in 
irregular  clusters,  which  in  structure  have  been  aptly  compared  to  the 
irregular  Chinese  characters  which  are  built  up  of  lines  set  unsymmetric- 
ally  and  at  various  angles.  The  bacilli  possess  no  spores,  and  stain  well 
with  Gram's  method  and  with  ordinary  aniline  dyes. 

Artificial  Cultivation. — The  media  best  suited  for  artificial  cultivation 
are  serum  or  serum  agar-agar,  glycerine  agar-agar,  gelatine  and  broth. 
{a)  On  the  surface  of  gelatine  the  growth  appears  slowly,  and  consists  at 
first  of  a  series  of  small  isolated  punctiform  colonies,  which  gradually  fuse, 
and  form  a  thick,  opaque,  uneven  white  or  yellowish  streak  which  is  char- 
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acteristic  and  easily  I'ecognised  by  those  familiar  with  the  diphtheria 
bacillus.  The  middle  of  the  streak  is  thick  and  prominent,  Avhile  at  the 
margins  the  groAvth  is  thinner  and  expands  in  an  irregular,  uneven  out- 
line. (5)  On  the  surface  of  agar-agar  or  serum  the  separate  colonies  when 
typical  are  round  and  whitish,  with  a  thick,  yellowish  brown  raised  centre. 
Lateral  expansion  as  a  I'ule  is  slow,  but  varies  greatly ;  and  in  some  cases 
the  growth  is  entirely  made  up  of  minute  dot-like  colonies,  (c)  Growth  in 
alkaline  broth  is  rapid,  the  liquid  becoming  turbid  within  twenty-four 
hours  at  the  body  temperature.  The  reaction  of  the  culture  medium  at 
first  becomes  acid,  but  later  it  is  once  more  alkaline. 

The  bacilli  thus  artificially  cultivated  present  the  characters  of  type 
and  grouping  described  above ;  they  may  appear  either  as  long  or  short 
forms,  clubbed,  curved  or  straight.  They  do  not  move  and  they 
possess  no  flagella.  It  is  in  young  cultui'es  on  serum  or  agar-agar 
especially  that  the  peculiar  clubbed  and  branched  forms  may  be 
observed ;  so  that  we  cannot  regard  these  as  degeneration  forms,  but 
with  Dr.  Klein  may  seek  in  them  a  clue  to  the  ancestral  history 
of  the  bacillus,  inasmuch  as  they  point  to  a  mycelial  origin.  An 
attempt  has  been  made  to  distinguish  two  types  according  to  the  size 
of  the  individual  colonies  on  the  surface  of  agar-agar ;  some  diph- 
theria bacilli  grow  always  in  large  colonies,  and  others  grow  always  in 
small  colonies.  But  this,  again,  is  no  distinctive  character,  since  large 
colonies  on  subcultivation  will  frequently  appear  as  small  ones,  and 
conversely ;  to  a  certain  extent  the  smallness  of  the  colonies  seems  to 
depend  on  the  closeness  and  crowding  together  of  the  colonies. 

Bacteriological  Diagnosis. — Having  shortly  described  the  most  leading 
characteristics  of  the  Klebs-Loffler  bacillus,  it  is  well  here  to  give  as 
shortly  a  few  directions  as  to  the  method  to  be  pursued  when  a  bacterio- 
logical examination  has  to  be  made  for  diagnostic  purposes  : — (a)  If  a  piece 
of  membrane  is  available,  it  should  first  be  washed  in  several  changes  of 
sterile  physiological  salt  solution ;  then  a  small  piece  is  removed  with  a 
sti'ong  platinum  loop,  or  the  platinum  needle  is  dug  into  the  substance 
of  the  membrane.  With  the  latter  thus  charged,  a  series  of  serum  or 
serum  agar-agar  tubes  are  now  streaked,  three  parallel  streaks  being 
made  on  each,  passing  from  one  tube  to  the  other  without  recharging 
the  needle,  so  that  in  the  last  tube  the  insemination  is  scantiest.  The 
tubes  are  now  incubated  at  38'5°  C.  and  examined  next  morning; 
suspicious  colonies  are  selected,  and  traces  thereof  removed  with 
the  platinum  wire,  and  transferred  to  a  drop  of  broth  on  a  slide.  The 
organisms  may  be  examined  stained  or  unstained  ;  but  it  seems  to  me  that 
in  an  unstained  condition  the  bacilli  are  more  easily,  and  certainly  more 
speedily  recognised,  (b)  If  membrane  be  unobtainable,  the  platinum  loop 
must  be  passed  over  or  pushed  into  the  affected  part,  if  it  be  access- 
ible, and  with  the  charged  wire  tubes  must  be  inoculated  in  the  manner 
already  described.  This  is  easy  enough  when  the  fauces,  nose,  or  conjunc- 
tiva are  affected,  but  what  is  to  be  done  in  laryngeal  diphtheria  1  Ex- 
perience shows  that  in  most  of  these  cases  the  bacilli  may  be  readily 
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obtained  from  the  pharyngeal  or  fancial — not  tonsillar — secretions,  and 
from  these  tubes  should  be  pi'epared. 

For  the  purpose  of  diagnosis  a  medium  must  be  chosen  which,  while 
specially  favourable  to  the  development  of  the  Klebs-Loffler  bacillus,  has 
a  retarding  influence  over  the  organisms  generally  associated  with  the 
latter,  such  as  streptococci,  staphylococci,  and  the  bacterium  coli  commune. 
From  practical  experience  I  should  recommend  an  agar-agar  prepared 
from  ascitic,  pleuritic,  or  hydrocele  fluid  containing  2  per  cent  of  a  10  per 
cent  solution  of  caustic  jDotash,  with  5  per  cent  glycerine  and  1  per  cent 
grape  sugar.  It  is  more  easily  obtained  and  prepared  than  serum  oi" 
serum  agar-agar,  since  the  above  exudations  are  always  within  easy  reach. 
The  selective  power  of  this  medium  towards  the  diphtheria  bacillus  is 
truly  remarkable,  and  its  inhibitory  action  over  other  organisms  quite  as 
striking. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  membranes,  produced  by  other  bacteria 
besides  the  diphtheria  bacilli,  may  appear  in  the  throat,  and  that  in 
many  cases  the  clinical  phenomena  j^rove  to  be  of  but  little  assistance ;  a 
careful  bacteriological  examination  is  therefore  required.  In  scarlatina 
especially  membranous  sore  throat  is  common ;  it  may  be  caused  by 
pyogenetic  cocci,  especially  streptococci,  or  it  may  be  due  to  the  Klebs- 
Loffler  bacillus.  Hench  and  Heubner  on  clinical  grounds,  and  others 
guided  by  bacteriological  investigations,  state  that  the  scarlatinal  angina 
appearing  concurrently  with  scarlet  fever  is  not  true  diphtheria,  while  the 
membranous  inflammation  following  some  time  after  scarlet  fever  is  true 
diphtheria.  This  statement,  which  is  also  supported  by  Dr.  Klein,  is  only 
true  in  a  general  way,  and  must  not  be  taken  too  literally  ;  the  rule  is 
one  to  which  there  are  numerous  exceptions :  nevertheless  it  is  a  useful 
rule,  as  it  assists  us  materially  in  the  early  diagnosis  of  scarlet  fever.  Sore 
throats  may  ajjpear  in  other  infective  fevers,  and  should  always  be 
subjected  to  a  careful  bacteriological  examination  ;  for  in  several  cases  of 
typhoid  fever  and  measles,  for  instance,  diphtheria  bacilli  have  been  found, 
and  it  has  been  stated  that  the  palsy  which  occasionally  appears  in  or  after 
enteric  fever  is  actually  due  to  diphtheria  intoxication. 

As  a  rule,  there  is  no  difficulty  for  the  experienced  eye  to  recognise 
the  diphtheria  bacilli  either  on  the  surface  of  the  nutrient  medium  as  a 
colony  or  on  the  microscopic  slide.  Occasionally,  however,  there  is  some 
or  even  great  hesitation  before  an  opinion  is  hazarded.  For  bacilli  do  occur 
in  healthy  and  non-diphtheritic  sore  throats  which  closely  resemble  the 
Klebs-Loffler  organism,  but  yet  are  not  entitled  to  this  name.  These 
have  been  named  "  pseudo  -  diphtheria  bacilli."  The  name  psemio- 
di/jJitheriii  bacillii.^  apparently  includes  several  varieties  and  species,  and 
must  be  used  with  caution.  At  present  there  are  at  least  two  views  and 
over  half  a  dozen  different  descriptions  of  the  alleged  pseudo-diphtheria 
bacillus.  Some  observers  give  this  name  to  organisms  which  bear  a 
superficial  resemblance  to  Loffler's  bacillus,  but  which  any  critical  bacterio- 
logist would  not  and  could  not  confoimd  with  it ;  others  use  the  term  for 
organisms  which  morphologically  cannot  be  distinguished  from  the  typical 
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diphtheria  bacillus,  but  which  differ  from  it  in  so  far  as  they  fail  to  evince 
any  pathogenetic  properties  when  tested  on  guinea-pigs.  This  is  not  the 
place  for  the  discussion  of  this  question,  but  I  think  that  we  may  fairly 
deny  the  claim  of  the  former  group  to  the  title  iDseudo-diphtheria  bacillus, 
just  as  we  deny  the  claim  of  the  bacillus  coli  communis  to  pose  as  a  pseudo- 
typhoid  bacillus.  Whether,  however,  the  virulence  test  is  satisfactory 
and  exclusive  is  a  doubtful  matter  :  on  the  face  of  it,  it  seems  a  weak  reed 
to  rest  upon,  and,  until  stronger  evidence  is  forthcoming,  it  is  safer  to 
regard  with  great  suspicion  any  bacillus  which  not  merely  resembles  the 
diphtheria  l)acillus,  but  agrees  with  it  in  every  point  except  that  of  viru- 
lence ;  and  this  the  more  since  Roux  and  Yersin  have  asserted  that  on  one 
and  the  same  agar-agar  or  serum  surface  we  may  find  virulent  and  non- 
virulent  forms  side  by  side,  and  also  since  it  is  easy  to  deprive  the  true 
bacillus  of  its  virulence.  The  French  writers,  in  fact,  consider  that  the 
so-called  pseudo-diphtheria  bacillus  is  a  form  of  the  true  Klebs-Loffler 
bacillus,  the  virulence  of  which  has  become  attenuated. 

Pathogenetic  Properties. — We  must  now  briefly  consider  the  evidence  on 
which  the  specific  relation  between  diphtheritic  processes  and  the  Klebs- 
Loffler  bacillus  has  been  established.  (1)  If  we  except  the  cat,  spontaneous 
diphtheria  is  not  found  in  animals  ;  the  diphtheria-like  lesions  occurring  in 
them  are  due  to  organisms  other  than  the  Klebs-Loffler  Ijacillus.  In  the 
cat,  however,  a  disease  characterised  by  broncho-j^neumonia,  kidney  dis- 
order, and  ophthalmia  is  described  :  in  the  consolidated  areas  of  the  lung 
Dr.  Klein  discovered  the  diphtheria  bacillus  in  considerable  numbers ; 
and  on  artificial  inoculation  local  diphtheritic  changes  were  produced. 
Hence  Dr.  Klein  concludes  that  cats  are  susceptible  to  human  diphtheria, 
and  that  in  them  a  disease  occurs,  centred  chiefly  in  the  lungs,  which 
is  akin  to  the  infection  in  man.  Those  who  are  acquainted  with 
Klein's  researches  in  this  matter  can  hardly  question  the  truth  of  his  con- 
clusions ;  and  since  we  are  gradually  recognising  that  the  diphtheria 
bacillus  is  capable  of  producing  non-membranous  lesions,  and  that,  when 
it  finds  access  to  the  lungs,  it  may  lead  to  pronounced  broncho-pneumonia, 
they  gain  considerably  in  significance.  However  this  may  be,  inoculation 
of  the  conjunctiva  or  of  the  buccal  mucous  membrane  of  the  cat  with 
diiDhtheritic  material  is  followed  by  changes  closely  resembling  human 
diphtheria.  Loffler,  Welch,  and  others  succeeded  in  producing  mem- 
l)ranous  inflammation  in  guinea-pigs  by  vigorously  inoculating  the  vaginal 
mucosa ;  and  in  rabbits  by  treating  the  conjunctiva  or  tracheal  mucous 
membrane  in  a  similar  manner.  In  some  instances  paralysis  followed 
the  inoculation. 

Subcutaneous  injection  of  virulent  diphtheria  bacilli,  whether  of  fresh 
broth  cultures  or  of  gelatine  cultures  suspended  in  broth,  leads  to  death  of 
the  guinea-pigs  in  from  eighteen  to  seventy-two  hours.  The  first  changes 
to  be  noticed  are  swelling  at  the  seat  of  inoculation — due  to  round  cell 
infiltration,  oedema  and  exudation ;  also,  as  a  rule,  considerable  local 
necrosis,  and  degenerative  changes  of  the  heart  and  the  voluntary  muscles. 
From  the  seat  of  inoculation  diphtheria  bacilli  can  easily  be  recovered, 
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and  occasionally  also  from  the  blood  and  from  more  distant  organs, 
as,  for  instance,  the  lymphatic  glands,  spleen  and  liver.  The  guinea-pig, 
being  highly  susceptible,  is  the  animal  generally  used  for  these  experi- 
ments :  if  it  be  inoculated  in  a  hind  extremity  with  a  small  quantity  of 
virulent  material  there  appears  first  a  distinct  fibrinous  exudation, 
surrounded  by  more  or  less  extensive  hfemorrhagic  ojdema  ;  the  lymphatic 
glands  in  the  neighbourhood  soon  swell ;  the  exudation  becomes  more 
marked,  necrotic  changes  take  place,  and  the  animal  gradually  wastes  and 
dies,  showing,  besides  the  local  lesions,  haemorrhagic  redness  of  the  supra- 
renal capsules,  pleural  exudation,  and  degenerative  changes  in  the  muscles 
and  nerves.  Occasionally  death  is  delayed  even  in  these  highly  susceptible 
animals,  and  then  paresis  or  even  complete  paralysis  of  the  extremities 
shows  itself,  and  the  nerves  show  advanced  degeneration. 

(2)  The  most  striking  morbid  phenomenon  in  the  course  of  human 
diphtheria  is  the  loss  of  muscular  power  which  accompanies  or  follows  the 
acute  disease.  When  it  Avas  shown  that  even  these  characteristic  symptoms 
could  be  reproduced  in  the  animal  by  artificial  infection,  doubt  as  to 
the  specific  action  of  the  Klebs-Loffler  bacillus  could  scarcely  persist 
any  longer.  Eoux  and  Yersin  demonstrated  that  the  inoculation  of  the 
poisonous  products  precipitated  from  broth  cultures  is  followed  by  paresis, 
a  point  Avhich  has  received  general  confirmation.  Dr.  S.  Martin  has 
elaborated  this  question  still  further,  and  has  demonstrated,  so  far  as 
it  is  possible,  the  chemical  and  physiological  identity  between  the  toxins 
produced  in  artificial  growths  and  the  toxins  produced  in  the  human  body. 
Their  inoculation  into  the  animal  is  followed  by  the  same  results,  namely, 
by  paresis,  primary  nerve  degeneration,  fatty  degeneration  of  the  cardiac  and 
skeletal  muscles,  and  respiratory  disorder.  The  agreement  in  almost  all 
points  is  so  close  that  none  but  those  who  refuse  to  accept  the  con- 
clusions obtained  through  animal  experiments  will  deny  that  in  the 
Klebs-Loffler  bacillus  we  have  the  specific  cause  of  diphtheria. 

(.3)  The  last  vestige  of  doubt  must  be  removed  by  the  triumphant 
results  of  treatment  with  antitoxin.  The  serum  of  an  animal  protected 
against  the  diphtheria  bacillus  cures  diphtheria  in  man.  As  this  action 
is  specific,  it  follows  that  the  animal  Avhich  gave  the  serum  was  protected 
against  an  infection  equivalent  to  diphtheria ;  that  is,  that  the  Klebs- 
Loffler  bacillus  is  the  immediate  cause  of  diphtheria. 

The  Pathology  of  JJijjhtheritic  Infection. — It  may  be  said,  with  some 
degree  of  truth,  that  the  diphtheria  bacillus  is  found  only  in  the  affected 
area  and  its  neighbourhood ;  so  that  the  chief  symptoms  of  the  disease 
are  due  to  intoxication  by  the  poisons  locally  manufactured  at  the  seat 
of  infection.  Until  recently,  and  especially  in  this  country,  this  Avas 
accepted  almost  as  a  law ;  recent  researches,  however,  show  that  we  must 
modify  our  views  somewhat,  for  it  has  been  demonstrated  that  after  death 
the  bacilli  may  be  traced  in  certain  viscera  and  organs  not  in  direct  com- 
munication with  the  diseased  tissues.  In  the  membranes,  or  at  the 
primary  seat  of  infection,  they  occur  in  largest  numbers,  and  here  the 
toxin  is  most  copious ;  in  distant  parts  the  organisms,  when  present, 
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are  generally  scanty  and  the  poison  more  diluted.  Hence,  with  due 
reservations,  the  original  statement  may  be  allowed  to  stand,  and  we  may 
look  to  the  seat  of  infection  as  the  source  of  all  the  trouble.  At  the  same 
time,  however,  we  must  keep  in  mind  that  the  bacilli  may  escape,  and  do 
escape  oftener  than  is  generally  imagined,  into  the  blood  or  more  distant 
organs ;  this  is  true  especially  of  those  cases  which  end  fatally,  and  on 
them  most  of  our  pathological  observations  are  based.  This  question, 
which  here  can  only  be  considered  in  all  brevity,  has  been  more  fully 
discussed  by  myself  and  Mr.  J.  W.  W.  Stephens  at  a  recent  meeting 
of  the  Pathological  Society.  The  bacilli  may  escape  from  the  seat  of 
infection  along  various  paths  :  (ft)  by  transference  of  the  contagium  to 
other  parts  of  the  body,  as,  for  instance,  cutaneous  infections  during  the 
course  of  diphtheria ;  {h)  by  direct  extension  of  the  diphtheritic  process 
(with  or  without  membranes)  along  the  open  passages  in  communication 
Avith  the  seat  of  infection,  that  is,  for  example,  from  the  tonsils  or  larynx 
upwards  to  the  nose,  eyes,  and  ear,  and  downwards  to  the  trachea,  bronchi, 
bronchioles  and  lung  alveoli,  (esophagus,  stomach  and  intestines ;  (c)  by 
extension  along  the  lymphatic  channels  into  the  cervical,  submaxillary,  or 
bronchial  glands  ;  {cl)  through  the  circulation  into  the  spleen,  liver,  kidney. 
Now  it  is  evident  that  the  first  and  second  conditions  cannot  influence  the 
generally-accepted  notion  of  a  local  infection,  for  in  the  one  case  we 
have  an  accidental  additional  lesion,  and  in  the  other  merely  an  increased 
area  of  infection  by  continuity  ;  but  the  other  two  conditions,  if  they  occur 
frequently,  would  compel  us  to  change  our  views.  At  present  we  do  not 
possess  sufficient  information  as  to  how  often  distant  glands  and  distant 
organs  contain  diphtheria  liacilli :  but  from  the  observations  of  others 
and  ourselves  it  is  certain  that  in  the  spleen,  for  instance,  they  may  be 
found,  at  any  rate  in  fatal  cases,  comparatively  often.  Thus  Frosch, 
Kolisko  and  Paltauf,  Booker,  Wright  and  Stokes  collectively  discovered 
them  there  pretty  often,  and  in  twelve  consecutive  post-mortem  examina- 
tions we  obtained  positive  results  in  nine  cases ;  hence  it  can  no  longer  be 
doubted  that  an  escape  into  the  circulation  does  occur  in  lethal  cases,  and 
especially  when  a  tracheotomy  has  been  performed.  Nevertheless  for  the 
present  and  in  a  general  way  we  may  regard  diphtheria  as  primarily  a 
local  infection,  the  bacilli  being  found  in  enormous  numbers  at  the  seat 
of  lesion,  whence  the  deadly  poison  or  poisons  secreted  or  manufactured 
by  them  pass  into  the  system. 

To  the  pathologist,  then,  the  toxic  substances  are  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance, and  to  them  we  must  now  turn  our  attention.  Eoux  and 
Yersin  first  demonstrated  that  by  injection  of  the  toxic  products  of  the 
diphtheria  bacilli  into  susceptible  animals  the  nervous  lesions  so  char- 
acteristic of  the  human  disease  may  readily  be  induced  in  such  animals. 
This  observation  was  followed  up  and  confirmed  by  Bi'ieger  and  Frankel, 
and  more  especially  by  Sidney  Martin  in  this  country.  Allusion  has 
already  been  made  to  this  inquiry  in  the  general  article  on  Infection. 
Eoux  and  Yersin  obtained  the  toxin  by  precipitation  with  alcohol  and 
phosphate  of  lime,  and  therefore  inclined  to  the  belief  that  this  substance 
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is  a  ferment,  or,  more  correctly  sj^eaking,  an  enzyme ;  while  Brieger  and 
Frankel  saw  in  it  a  toxall)umin,  or  rather  a  mixture  of  toxalbumins.  Dr. 
Martin's  view  has  already  been  explained,  but  may  here  be  once  more 
briefly  repeated,  since  his  experiments  were  more  thorough  than  those  of 
his  predecessors. 

He  separated  from  the  blood,  spleen  and  other  viscera  of  children  dead 
of  diphtheria,  albumoses  (chiefly  deutero-albumose)  and  an  organic  acid ; 
the  former  being  always  present  in  far  greater  quantity  than  the  acid. 
Subcutaneously  injected  into  guinea-pigs,  the  albumoses  produced  local 
oedema  and  slight  irregularity  of  the  body  temperature.  When,  however, 
they  were  intravenously  injected  into  rabbits,  the  result  was  fever,  or  a 
lowering  of  the  temperature,  loss  of  coagulability  of  the  blood,  paralysis  of 
the  hind  legs,  coma  and  death.  Oft-repeated  intravenous  injections  of 
small  doses  were  followed  by  fever  (variable  in  degree),  paresis  (a 
constant  eff"ect),  respiratory  disturbances,  loss  of  weight  and  diarrhoea. 
The  fever  may  last  a  long  time,  the  paresis  may  appear  suddenly  and 
rapidly,  ljut  its  progress  is  slow,  and  the  loss  of  weight  is  always  tardy. 
The  paresis  is  best  seen  in  the  extremities,  but  affects  also  the  trunk  muscles. 
There  is  no  visible  atrophy  of  the  muscles  and  no  loss  of  the  knee-jerk. 
On  examining  the  animals  after  death  bacilli  were  not  found,  so  that  the 
lesions  were  due  to  the  chemical  substances ;  that  is  to  say,  were  truly 
intoxicative.  The  organic  acid,  like  the  albumoses,  is  a  nerve  poison,  but 
not  nearly  so  toxic.  From  di^ihtheritic  membranes  fibrin,  hetero-albumose, 
traces  of  proto-  and  deutero-albumoses  and  of  organic  acid  were  obtained  ; 
but  the  membrane  extract  consisted  of  proteid  substances  with  minute  traces 
of  albumoses,  which  extracts,  when  administered  to  rabbits,  j^i'oduced 
fever,  paresis  and  death.  It  is  thus  seen  that  the  membranes  contain 
proteid  substances  which  are  not  albumoses,  but  have,  nevertheless,  the 
same  action  ;  they  are,  however,  far  more  virulent  than  the  albumoses. 
From  pure  cultures  of  the  Klebs-Loftler  bacillus  the  same  albumoses  and  or- 
ganic acid  were  obtained,  and  these  displayed  the  same  physiological  action 
as  the  tissue  substances.  Dr.  Martin  concludes  that  the  bacillus  diphtherise- 
produces  the  same  substances  in  the  culture  media  as  in  the  tissues,  that 
these  have  the  same  action  when  injected  into  an  animal  body,  and  that 
undoubtedly  the  bacillus  of  Klebs-Loffler  is  the  immediate  cause  of 
diphthei'ia.  Since  the  membrane  extract  contains  no  albumoses  worth 
mentioning,  and  yet  is  extremely  toxic,  it  is  possible  that  in  them  a  ferment- 
like substance  is  formed  which,  absorbed  by  the  tissues,  splits  them  up  by 
virtue  of  its  digestive  action  into  toxic  albumoses  and  an  organic  acid  ; 
and  that  the  albumoses  thus  manufactured  will  pi'oduce  the  characteristic 
lesions  in  the  animal  organism. 

This  ferment-like  body  or  enzyme  corresponds  to  that  obtained  by 
Roux  and  Yersin,  and  is  formed  in  and  secreted  by  the  bacilli  themselves. 
Martin  explains  the  pathological  process  in  this  manner.  Since  the 
infection  is  primarily  a  local  one,  the  organism  at  the  primary  seat  of 
lesion  secretes  a  potent  proteolj'tic  enzyme  which  enters  the  tissues  and 
blood,  and  Avherever  it  comes  in  contact  with  them,  digests  them ;  the 
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products  of  this  digestion  are  toxic  albumoses  and  the  organic  acid, 
substances  which  are  difFusilile  and,  on  being  absorbed,  lead  to  the 
morbid  changes  and  disturbances  which  belong  to  the  diphtheritic  infection. 
We  have  already  shortly  criticised  this  view,  and  we  found  that,  tempt- 
ing though  it  may  seem,  it  cannot  be  accepted  in  the  form  in  Avhich 
Martin  oifers  it  (see  p.  524).  Besides  the  reasons  given  there,  Martin 
has  not  taken  into  consideration  that  in  fatal  cases  of  diphtheria  the 
bacilli  are  frequently  found  in  the  lungs,  spleen  and  other  organs ;  and 
therefore  it  seems  far  more  probable  that  the  toxin  is  secreted  directly 
by  the  bacilli  than  pi'odueed  by  intermediary  fermentative  processes. 
The  spleen  contains  toxins  because  they  have  been  absorbed,  and  often 
for  the  further  reason  that  bacilli  have  found  their  way  there  ;  and  since 
the  bacilli  are  vastly  more  numerous  in  the  memljrane  than  in  the  spleen, 
we  find  a  poison  of  lesser  virulence  in  the  spleen.  The  alliumoses  may  be 
merely  contaminations  which  happen  to  come  down  with  the  reagents 
which  precipitate  the  true  toxin ;  the  latter  is  a  direct  cellular  product  of 
the  organisms — according  to  Gamaleia  a  nucleo-albumin — which  is  absorbed 
by  the  tissues,  blood  and  lymph.  There  is  no  evidence  that  the  process  of 
intoxication  is  an  indirect  one,  the  bacterial  cell  forming  an  enzyme,  the 
enzyme  producing  albumoses,  and  the  latter  inducing  the  intoxication  ;  on 
the  contrary,  we  may  assume  that  the  bacterial  cell  secretes  its  toxin,  what- 
ever its  nature  may  be,  and  that  the  latter  is  absorbed  as  a  direct  tissue 
poison. 

Whatever  view  we  take  of  the  nature  of  the  poison  or  of  the  process 
of  intoxication,  the  laboratory  has  conclusively  demonstrated  that  the 
Klebs-Loffler  bacillus  is  the  cause — the  specific  cause  of  diphtheria : 
whether  we  inoculate  the  animal  with  the  living  germs  or  with  the  toxic 
products,  all  the  characteristic  symptoms  and  lesions  of  diphtheria  can 
easily  be  reproduced  by  carefully  thought  out  experiments. 

There  is,  however,  another  point  to  be  considered  briefly,  namely, 
"  mixed  infection."  But  rarely  on  examining  diphtheritic  membranes  do 
we  find  pure  growths  of  Lofiier's  bacillus  ;  as  a  rule  the  latter  is  associated 
with  various  streptococci  and  staphylococci,  many  of  which  belong  to  the 
group  of  pyococci.  Is  their  presence  of  significance  ?  Foreign  observers, 
especially  Roux,  Martin,  and  others,  assert  that  such  an  association  is 
most  unfavourable,  while  Messrs.  Washbourn,  Goodall,  and  Card  do  not 
consider  the  association  with  streptococci  on  a  single  bacteriological 
examination  as  evidence  of  unfavourable  import ;  in  fact,  they  incline 
rather  to  the  opposite  conclusion.  Personal  observation  made  at  St. 
Bartholomew's  Hospital,  where  as  a  rule  only  serious  cases  are  admitted, 
leads  me  to  believe  that  the  presence  of  streptococci  in  itself  does  not 
influence  the  prognosis ;  indeed  that,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  they  are  rarely 
found  absent,  whether  the  cases  be  mild  or  serious,  if  a  series  of 
cultivations  (two  or  three  tubes)  be  made  in  every  case.  There  can 
be  no  doubt,  however,  that  secondary  septic  complications,  such  as 
suppurating  glands,  suppurative  otitis  media,  septicaemia  and  pyaemia 
may  be  produced  by  these  organisms.    Most  so-called  septic  and  haemor- 
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rhagic  forms  of  diphtheria  are  caused  secondary  pyococcal  infection. 
It  is,  however,  a  mistake  to  consider  all  swollen  and  inflamed  glands,  and 
all  forms  of  lung  affections  such  as  broncho-pneumonia  or  otitis  media,  as 
being  exclusively  caused  liy  these  pyogenetic  organisms.  In  the  cervical 
and  bronchial  glands  the  Klebs-Lofiler  bacillus  is  frequently  found  ;  so  it  is 
also  in  the  lungs  after  death,  and  occasionally  in  the  middle  ear.  Never- 
theless it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  keep  in  mind  the  possibility  of 
a  secondary  infection,  since,  when  we  come  to  treatment,  we  cannot 
expect  a  serum  which  specifically  counteracts  the  diphtheritic  process 
to  be  j^otent  also  against  the  pyococcal  infections.  For  this  reason  the 
employment  of  an  antistreptococcal  serum  has  been  suggested,  and  in 
France  this  plan  has  already  Ijeen  adopted.  Hsemorrhagic  diphtheria 
seems  to  be  generally  due  to  secondary  infection,  for  in  two  or  three 
cases  examined  personally,  or  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  J.  W.  W.  Stephens, 
I  found  pyococcci  (pneumococci  and  streptococci)  in  the  blood  and 
organs  ;  in  a  third  case,  however,  the  diphtheria  bacillus  existed  in  the 
spleen.  The  mortality  of  this  kind  of  diphtheria  is  always  high,  in  spite 
of  the  antitoxin  now  used  ;  and  we  can  readily  explain  the  failure  of  the 
new  remedy  if  it  be  a  fact  that  most  forms  of  hsemorrhagic  dijahtheria  are 
due  to  secondary  infection  or  are  true  septicaemia.  Broncho-pneumonia 
has  also  been  generally  attributed  to  streptococci ;  but  my  own 
observations  and  those  of  Wright,  Frosch,  Stephens  and  others  tend 
to  prove  that  in  most  cases  we  have  a  true  diphtheritic  infection  in  the 
lungs;  and  in  almost  all  fatal  cases,  especially  if  the  process  were  laryngeal, 
or  if  tracheotomy  had  been  performed,  the  Klebs-Loffler  bacillus  can  be 
found  in  the  lung.  This  point  is  worthy  of  the  fullest  consideration,  since 
it  shows  the  necessity  of  active  and  energetic  antitoxin  treatment  in  such 
cases  \  in  these  the  area  of  toxin  production  must  be  enormous,  and,  as 
the  lungs  are  extremely  vascular,  al^sorj^tion  thence  must  indeed  be  great. 

Although  I  feel  tempted  to  say  a  few  words  on  cutaneous  and 
ophthalmic  diphtheria,  in  order  not  to  extend  this  article  too  much,  I  must 
now  jjass  on  to  the  morbid  anatomy  of  diphtheritic  pi'ocesses. 

Morbid  Anatomy  of  IHjMheria. — («)  Membrane  :  The  presence  of  true 
or  false  membranes  was  formerly  considered  the  characteristic  of 
diphtheria,  but,  as  we  have  already  seen,  it  is  hj  no  means  essential.  If, 
for  instance,  we  regard  the  process  as  it  occurs  in  the  tonsils  and  fauces, 
we  may  have  extensive  membranes,  or  small  patches  or  mere  jjowdery 
flakes  ;  or  again  we  may  find  an  entire  absence  of  membranous  exudation. 
There  may  be  mere  redness  or  oedematous  swelling,  or  there  may  be  a 
gangrenous  or  necrotic  lesion.  Yet  since  the  membrane  must,  for  the 
present  at  least,  remain  an  important  clinical  diagnostic  factor,  a  few  lines 
must  be  devoted  to  its  description.  These  membranes  consist  mainly  of 
fibrin,  and  are  either  coherent  patches  or  small  whitish  flocculi ;  they 
may  l)e  firmly  or  loosely  adherent.  In  most  cases  the  surface  epithelium 
is  shed  in  part  before  the  deposition  of  fibrin  begins  ;  but  membranes 
may  also  appear  in,  over  and  even  under  the  intact  epithelium.  When 
fully  formed  they  consist  of  filaments  of  fibrin,  which  form  a  network 
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enclosing  within  its  meshes  leucocytes,  red  corpuscles  and  bacteria.  The 
thickness  and  size  of  the  fibrin  filaments  vary  considerably,  and,  if  the 
membranes  are  firm,  lamination  is  often  seen.  When  detached  they 
leave  a  reddened  surface  behind  which,  as  for  instance  occasionally  on  the 
tonsils,  may  be  in  a  state  of  ulceration ;  a  second  membrane  may 
quickly  develop  on  the  denuded  surface.  Formerly  distinctions  were 
drawn  between  diphtheritic  and  croupous  membranes — true  and  false 
membranes  :  there  is,  however,  no  reason  why  we  should  adhere  to  this 
more  or  less  artificial  division.  Dr.  Klein,  in  his  report  to  the  Local 
Government  Board  for  1891  and  1892,  pp.  126,  127,  summarises  the  more 
recent  views  tersely,  and  his  words  may  l)e  quoted  with  advantage  : — 
"  True  diphtheritic  change  of  mucous  memlsrane  is  regarded  as  involving 
exudation  into  the  mucosa  itself — a  condition  resulting,  under  engorgement 
and  stasis  in  the  vessels  of  the  mucosa,  in  complete  necrosis  of  that  tissue. 
In  this  latter  circumstance  the  mucosa  becomes  in  effect  diphtheritic 
membrane ;  its  superficial  part  contains  leucocytes,  its  middle  or  main 
part  is  a  reticulated  fibrinous  necrosed  tissue,  while  its  deeper  part,  that 
in  contact  with  the  inflamed  but  still  living  portion  of  the  mucous 
membrane,  contains,  like  this  latter,  leucocytes.  Most  text-books  now 
represent  the  above  anatomical  conditions  as  differentiating  croupous  and 
diphtheritic  change  of  mucous  membrane." 

•So  far  as  diphtheria  is  concerned,  we  have  first,  when  membranes 
appear,  a  superficial  exudation  into  the  epithelial  surface,  with  fibrin  forma- 
tion and  degeneration  of  the  epithelium  itself.  Now  the  necrosed  epithelium 
gradually  disappears,  in  part  or  entirely ;  and  the  underlying  connective 
tissue  or  tonsillar  tissue  becomes  covered  by  a  fibrinous  layer  containing 
dead  epithelial  cells,  leucocytes,  and  the  like,  which  gradually  extends  into 
the  deeper  strata  of  the  mucous  membrane  or  tonsil.  Fresh  layers  of  fibrin 
may  be  added  until  perhaps  a  thick  membrane  is  formed.  In  the  superficial 
layers,  which  generally  are  the  oldest,  cocci  may  be  found ;  while  in  the 
deeper  and  younger  layers  we  often  find  the  diphtheria  bacilli  unmixed 
with  other  organisms.  Often  enough,  however,  the  diphtheria  bacilli  are 
found  in  any  part  of  the  membrane.  The  tissue  below  the  membrane  is 
in  a  state  of  inflammation,  showing  collections  of  leucocytes,  or  fibrinous 
exudation  and  hsemorrhages,  and,  according  to  my  own  observations, 
may  be  invaded  by  the  bacilli.  Healing  as  a  rule  takes  place  without 
scarring,  unless  the  tissue  defect  were  so  serious  as  to  lead  to  destruction 
of  the  mucosa.  It  is  interesting  to  remark  that  the  diphtheria  bacilli, 
even  in  fatal  cases,  are  frequently  found  in  the  leucocytes,  which  may  be 
almost  over-distended  by  the  engulfed  organisms.  With  the  disappearance 
of  the  membrane  the  bacilli  also  generally  disappear.  In  many  cases,  by 
means  of  careful  test-tube  experiments  as  the  cases  progress  towards  re- 
covery, a  steady  diminution  in  the  number  of  the  specific  organisms  can  be 
demonstrated.  Exceptions  to  this  rule,  however,  are  numerous,  for  even 
after  apparent  recovery  the  bacilli  may  linger  in  the  throat  for  weeks. 
In  such  cases  they  may  be  impaired  in  virulence,  in  others  there  is  no 
attenuation.    These  observations  show  the  necessity  of  examining  the 
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throats  of  patients  who  have  been  treated  in  hospitals  before  dismissing 
them ;  such  patients  must  not  be  discharged  until  the  bacilli  have  com- 
pletely disappeared,  since  otherwise  they  may  become  sources  of  infection. 

Membranes  may  be  seen  in  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  soft  palate 
and  its  pillars,  the  tonsil,  fauces,  and  pharynx,  and  the  larynx  :  and  may 
extend  also  into,  or  appear  primarily  in  the  nose,  conjvmctiva,  trachea 
and  bronchi  :  more  rarely  they  extend  into  the  oesoi^hagus,  or  appear  in 
the  stomach  and  intestines.  In  cutaneous  diphtheria  membranes  also 
generally  cover  the  sores.  When  the  process  extends  into  the  bronchi 
a  diphtheritic  broncho-pneumonia  follows,  as  a  rule  ;  and  we  often  observe 
in  the  alveoli  a  fibrinous  network  enclosing  the  bacilli :  as  I  have  said, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  diphtheritic  broncho-pneumonia  or  capillary 
bronchitis  is  much  commoner  than  is  generally  believed.  A  curious  and 
important  pathological  condition  is  the  so-called  rhinitis  fibrinosa,  where 
we  find  membranous  casts  on  the  nasal  mucosa.  Clinically  such  cases  are 
not  diphtheria,  but  pathologically  and  bacteriologically  they  are  so ; 
in  the  cases  I  personally  examined  I  obtained,  as  others  did,  large  numbers 
of  virulent  diphtheria  bacilli.  These  chronic  fibrinous  inflammations 
constitute  what  might  be  called  "  chronic  diphtheria," — not  dangerous, 
perhaps,  to  the  individual,  but  deserving  the  fullest  attention  as  a  source 
of  infection. 

Besides  the  local  changes  in  the  parts  mentioned,  morbid  appearances 
may  l)e  found  {a)  in  the  lymphatic  glands,  (//)  the  spleen,  (c)  kidneys,  {d) 
heart,  and  (r)  in  the  nervous  system.  The  glands,  especially  the  cervical  or 
bronchial  according  to  the  seat  of  affection,  are  swollen,  inflamed,  or  even 
in  a  suppurative  condition.  The  spleen  is  frequently  enlarged  and  injected 
or  congested,  though  rarely  soft ;  the  kidneys  are  generally  pale  and 
cloudy,  and  microscoi^ically  they  may  show  evidence  of  epithelial  necrosis, 
fatty  degeneration,  or  even  of  actual  nephritis.  The  muscular  tissue  of 
the  heart  may  be  in  a  condition  of  fatty  degeneration,  which  varies  to  a 
greater  or  lesser  degree,  but  is  frequently  absent.  Of  greatest  interest 
are  the  nervous  changes,  which  have  been  more  carefully  studied  by 
Dejerine,  Gombault,  Meyer,  and  Sidney  Martin.  The  paralysis  following 
diphtheria  is  due  to  a  parenchymatous  degeneration  in  the  peripheral 
nerves ;  so  that  the  expression  "  i^eripheral  neuritis  "  in  this  connection  is 
unjustifiable.  The  white  substance  of  the  meduUated  fibres  is  broken  up 
and  attenuated,  or  may  disappear  altogether ;  the  primitive  sheath 
remains  intact,  and  the  axis  cylinders  are  frequently  ruptured.  If  this  be 
the  case,  the  nerve  fibres  below  the  rupture  undergo  the  AVallerian 
degeneration,  the  white  substance  breaking  up  along  the  whole  course 
of  the  fibre,  and  the  axis  cylinder  also  degenerating.  The  different 
branches  of  the  same  nerve  are  affected  to  a  varying  degree,  so  that 
there  are  generally  fibres  intact  which  can  still  innervate  the  muscle  if  a 
motor  nerve  be  affected.  This  explains  Avhy  during  life  the  j^aralysis 
is  as  a  rule  partial  and  not  complete. 

The  sensory  and  motor  nerves  may  suffer  alike,  and  so  may  also  the 
sympathetic  nerves ;  except  that  in  the  latter  case  Ave  find  changes  only 
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in  the  axis  cylinders,  there  being  no  visible  medulla.  Some  observers 
have  described  changes  in  the  cells  of  the  anterior  cornu  of  the  spinal 
cord,  or  have  ascribed  the  nervous  changes  to  a  mild  form  of  poliomyelitis. 
Martin,  in  the  observation  from  which  I  have  amply  quoted,  considers 
them  all  to  be  essentially  peripheral,  and  has  never  detected  lesions  in 
the  ganglia  or  central  nervous  system.  This  matter  is  still  under 
discussion,  and  cannot  be  considered  as  finally  settled.  Meyer  has 
described  an  increase  of  nuclei  of  the  nerve  fibres,  and  also  nodular 
swellings  of  the  nerves  formed  of  cellular  elements ;  but  according  to 
Martin  these  changes  probably  only  indicate  an  attempt  at  repair  of  the 
nerve. 

The  distribution  of  the  nerve  lesions  will  be  considered  in  the  clinical 
portion  of  this  article,  and  I  may  conclude  by  mentioning  that,  necessarily, 
the  muscles  sxipplied  by  the  diseased  nerves  are  also  degenerated  to 
a  degree  proportional  to  the  nerve  lesion.  The  muscular  fibres  may 
present  advanced  fatty  degeneration  to  such  an  extent  that  all  fibres  are 
affected  ;  or  fatty  fibres  may  be  mixed  with  normal  ones,  or  parts  of  a 
fibre  only  may  be  fatty.  It  seems  that  the  diphtheria  poisons  are  special 
nerve  poisons,  for  Martin  has  shown  in  man  that  even  during  the  course 
of  an  acute  attack  which  lasted  only  five  days  nerve  degenerations  may 
appear. 

The  same  observer  further  states  that  fatty  degeneration  of  the 
cardiac  muscle  is  observed  chiefly  in  fatal  cases  of  diphtheritic  palsy  or  in 
cases  which  die  in  syncope  ;  hence  the  signs  of  cardiac  failure  in  diphtheria 
are  due  to  a  direct  influence  of  the  diphtheria  toxins  on  the  cardiac 
muscle  :  this  is  the  more  probable  as  the  heart  of  the  experimental 
animal  is  easily  affected  by  these  poisons. 

In  discussing  the  pathology  of  diphtheria  I  cannot  conclude 
without  saying  a  few  words  on  the  hfemic  changes,  that  is,  on  the 
increase  or  decrease  of  the  number  of  leucocytes  and  on  the  possible 
import  of  these  conditions.  Most  writers  are  agreed  that  diphtheria  is 
accompanied  by  a  marked  leucocytosis,  which  increases  as  the  disease 
progresses,  and  again  diminishes  during  convalescence,  disappearing  soon 
after  the  membrane.  This  leucocytosis  is  of  the  ordinary  febrile  type, 
affecting  chiefly  the  "  multinuclear,  neutrophile  "  (finely  granular  oxyphile) 
corpuscles.  Gabritschewsky  states  that  this  increase  in  the  number  of 
leucocytes  is  greatest  in  fatal  cases,  and  believes  that  a  progressive 
leucocytosis  implies  a  bad  prognosis.  After  antitoxin  injections  the 
leucocytosis  steadily  diminishes  as  it  does  in  convalescence,  and  the 
haemocytometer  is  therefore,  according  to  him,  a  useful  means  of  gauging 
the  success  of  treatment.  Dr.  Ewing  does  not  consider  the  high 
leucocytosis  to  be  necessarily  an  unfavourable  sign,  for  it  may  mean 
merely  a  pronounced  reaction,  but  he  agrees  with  others  that  in  fatal  cases 
there  is  leucocytosis  till  death  ;  in  mild  cases  the  leucocytosis  is  but  slight, 
and  the  leucocytosis  steadily  decreases  in  favourable  cases.  Dr.  Morse, 
on  the  other  hand,  does  not  think  that  the  examination  of  the  blood  is 
of  value  in  prognosis,  because,  although  fatal  cases  generally  have  a  well- 
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marked  leucocytosis,  it  is  not  always  present,  and  even  in  the  mildest 
cases  is  often  very  pronounced.  Judging  from  personal  observations 
made  at  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  E.  L.  Lloyd, 
I  agree  with  this  writer  on  the  prognostic  value  of  the  leucocytosis  in 
diphtheria.  The  daily  counts  made  in  a  series  of  cases  show  that — 
(1)  broadly  speaking,  a  high  leucocytosis  signifies  a  good  reaction,  and 
was  present  in  those  which  recovered;  (2)  a  low  leucocytosis  at  the 
height  of  the  disease,  before  antitoxin  has  been  injected,  accompanies 
most,  if  not  all  the  fatal  cases ;  (3)  the  high  leucocytosis  of  well-reacting 
cases,  after  and  during  antitoxin  treatment,  steadily  diminishes,  the  number 
of  cells  decreasing  by  50  per  cent  in  three  to  four  days.  Dr.  Waldstein 
states  that  when  during  convalescence  the  leucocytosis  declines,  the 
number  of  "  neutrophile "  cells  falls  rapidly,  while  the  uninuclear  or 
lymphocytic  elements  increase  ;  in  the  lymphocytosis  he  sees  a  prognostic 
sign  of  great  value,  so  much  so  that  he  recommends  subcutaneous 
injections  of  pilocarpin,  in  order  to  raise  artificially  the  number  and  ratio 
of  the  lymphocytes. 

Artificial  Iinmnnitij. — Guinea-pigs,  Avhich  are  highly  susceptible  animals, 
can  be  protected  against  an  infection  with  the  Klebs-Loffler  bacillus  in 
various  ways:  (1)  l)y  means  of  subcutaneous  injections  of  broth  cultures 
sterilised  by  heat  or  attenuated  by  adding  trichloride  of  iodine ;  (2)  by 
means  of  prophylactic  injections  of  hydrogen  peroxide ;  (3)  by  a 
successful  cure  of  an  experimental  infection  ;  (4)  by  means  of  Behring's 
combined  method,  which  consists  in  the  administration  first  of  attenuated 
cultures,  followed  by  that  of  fully  virulent  ones  or  of  strong  toxin;  (5) 
by  means  of  feeding  with  diphtheria  toxin.  The  serum  of  a  highly 
protected  animal,  as  mentioned  elsewhere  [see  art.  "  Immunity  "],  when 
injected  into  a  guinea-pig  in  a  normal  state,  possesses  the  remarkable 
property  of  rendering  it  immune  ;  and,  when  injected  into  one  already 
sufi'ering  from  the  effects  of  a  diphtheritic  lesion,  of  curing  it.  This  gives 
us  the  6th  method  of  artificial  protection,  namely,  the  injection  of  protect- 
ive serum  or  antitoxin,  and  on  it  is.  founded  the  serum  treatment  of 
diphtheria  to  be  discussed  presently  :  its  principle  has  already  been  fully 
considered  [see  art.  "  Serum  Therapeutics  "].  To  obtain  a  good  and  active 
serum,  horses  may  be  injected  with  toxins,  gradually  increasing  in  dose 
and  virulence,  or  with  the  bacteria  themselves,  beginning  with  their  dead 
bodies  and  gradually  proceeding  to  large  doses  of  living  bacilli ;  or  these 
two  methods  may  l^e  combined  in  order  to  obtain  a  serum  which  is  both 
strongly  antitoxic  and  highly  protective.  The  immunity  Avhich  this 
serum  is  capable  of  conferring  on  animals  is  of  comparatively  shoi't  duration 
(one  to  two  weeks,  and  at  most  ten  weeks)  ;  and  when  used  on  man  is  so 
slight  as  to  be  of  little  value  for  prophylactic  purposes.  Thus  in  a  case 
under  my  own  observation,  a  child  acquired  true  diphtheria  within  two 
weeks  after  a  copious  administration  of  the  antitoxin,  which  had  been 
given  for  an  angina  erroneously  diagnosed  as  diphtheria.  Its  curative 
value,  however,  as  we  shall  see,  cannot  be  questioned. 

A.  A.  IvANTHACK. 
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Order  of  Development  of  Diphtheria 

The  first  result  of  diphtheritic  infection  is  local.  The  infected  part 
inflames,  and  it  is  in  and  upon  the  inflamed  surface  that  the  morbific 
microbes  increase  and  multiply.  Infection  of  the  deeper  tissues  and  of 
the  whole  body  is  chiefly  due  to  absorption  of  solul)le  venom  from  the  place 
where  the  growth  of  microbes  is  proceeding.  Thus  diphtheria  may  be 
compared  with  syphilis  :  the  primary  pellicular  inflammation  of  the  one 
and  the  primary  sore  of  the  other  being  strictly  analogous ;  from  the 
primary  lesion  the  secondary  infection  of  the  whole  Ijody  proceeds  in 
both  cases.  This  close  analogy  was  discerned  by  Bretonneau  (5),  and  the 
most  recent  and  complete  experiments  upon  the  lower  animals  have  con- 
firmed the  accuracy  of  his  opinion. 

Omitting  for  the  moment  consideration  of  the  nasal  passages,  the 
primary  seat  of  infection  is  seldom  any  other  than  the  fauces  or  the 
larynx.  Hence  two  chief  forms  of  diphtheria.  The  symptoms  and 
whole  appearance  of  the  disease  differ  so  much  according  to  the  part 
first  affected,  that  many  years  elapsed  Ijefore  physicians  universally 
accepted  Bretonneau's  doctrine  of  the  essential  identity  of  faucial  diph- 
theria and  membranous  croup.^  The  question  cannot  now  l)e  said 
to  exist,  bacteriological  researches  having  finally  decided  it  in  favour  of 
Bretonneau. 

Simple  and  Malignant  Diphtheria. — From  the  time  of  Aretseus  a  dis- 
tinction has  been  made  between  mild  (or  simple)  and  pestilential  (or 
malignant)  diphtheria.  Simple  diphtheria  is  that  which  is  characterised 
chiefly  by  the  local  affection  ;  malignant  is  that  in  which  the  toxaemia 
predominates  :  the  blood,  and  through  it  the  whole  body,  is  poisoned  by 
venom  prepared  at  the  primary  local  lesion. 

A.  Diphtheritic  Sore  Throat  (Ang-ina  faucium) 

In  the  following  pages  diphtheria  will  be  described  analytically, 
symptom  by  symptom,  yet  not  without  reference  to  the  association  and 
succession  of  symptoms.  A  general  description  of  the  disease  must 
always  be  more  or  less  imaginary,  and  can  never  tally  with  actual 
experience  and  matter  of  fact — so  many  are  the  symptoms  of  diphtheria, 
and  so  infinitely  varied  is  the  manner  in  which  they  are  associated.- 

1  "  You  have  not  forgotten  the  celebrated  Concours,  ordered  by  the  Emperor  (Napoleon 
I.)  at  the  death  of  the  young  prince,  his  nephew,  nor  the  division  of  the  great  prize  between 
Jurine  of  Geneva  and  Albers  of  Bremen,  authors  of  Memoirs,  in  which  they  both  declare 
that  angina  maligna  is  a  distinct  and  opposite  disease  from  croup.    No  matter  !  " — (4)  p.  179. 

-  "Some  such  descriptions,  when  they  have  conveyed  the  truth  with  great  force  and 
faithfulness,  have  been  regarded  with  the  same  sort  of  pleasure  with  which  we  look  upon  a 
well-drawn  picture.  But,  after  all,  they  are  more  pleasing  than  profitable.  Perfection  in 
this  kind  was  reached  ages  ago,  yet  we  go  on  describing  what  has  been  better  described 
before,  and  are  venturing  with  rash  hands  still  to  retouch  the  masterpieces  of  Aretseus." 
— P.  M.  Latham,  Dis.  of  Heart,  vol.  i.  p.  106. 
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I.  Ppodroma. — The  first  symptoms  of  disease  i-elate  either  to  the 
fauces  or  to  infection  of  the  blood ;  the  diphtheria  is  manifested  first  in 
the  throat  or  not.  Symptoms  which  are  due  to  infection  of  the  blood, 
and  precede  the  jJellicular  aff'ection  of  the  fauces,  are  called  prodi'oma 
or  premonitory  symptoms. 

i.  Fever,  which  is  probably  an  early  symptom  in  all  cases,  in 
some  is  the  very  earliest,  preceding  any  signs  of  local  disease.  The 
onset  is  sometimes  gradual  and  insidious,  sometimes  sudden  and  marked 
by  chilliness,  not  enough  to  cause  shivering.  The  temperature  seldom  rises 
above  103°.  Premonitory  fever  is  of  uncertain  duration,  seldom  lasting 
more  than  a  day  or  two. 

ii.  Fever  will  be  accompanied  by  its  usual  concomitants — drowsiness, 
giddiness,  peevishness,  aching  and  pains  in  the  limbs  and  back ;  the 
frequency  of  the  pulse  will  be  increased,  the  digestion  disordered.  The 
digestive  disorder,  indicated  by  vomiting,  disgust  for  food,  headache, 
weariness  and  low  spirits,  will  sometimes  last  fully  four  days  Ijefore  the 
sore  throat  begins,  and  may  be  (perhaps  with  reason)  attril^uted  to 
"  biliousness." 

iii.  Spontaneous  lassitude  is,  in  some  patients,  the  most  marked  premoni- 
tory symptom — a  great  sense  of  weakness  and  weariness,  lasting  about 
four-and-twenty  hours  before  the  throat  becomes  sore.  When  the  lassi- 
tude exists,  as  it  may,  nearly  a  Aveek  before  the  onset  of  sore  throat,  it  lies 
open  to  question  whether  the  lassitude  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  diphtheria 
or  to  some  other  form  of  blood  poisoning  (such  as  biliousness) ;  whether, 
in  other  words,  the  specific  invasion  (or  prodromal)  period  of  diphtheria  can 
last  so  long. 

II.  The  Sore  Throat. — In  most  cases  the  disease  is  first  manifested 
in  the  throat  or  neighl^ouring  parts,  and  by  one  or  more  of  the  following 
symptoms  : — 

i.  Soreness  of  the  throat,  especially  felt  on  swallowing,  and  sometimes 
causing  cough.  In  young  children  the  sore  throat  is  indicated  by  dis- 
inclination to  swallow.  But  the  soreness  is  sometimes  very  slight,  and 
may  not  be  complained  of  even  when  examination  shows  that  false  mem- 
branes have  already  formed  upon  the  fauces. 

ii.  Noise  in  breathing,  snoring,  breathing  with  mouth  open,  change  in 
quality  of  voice — all  due  to  swelling  of  fauces. 

iii.  Coryza,  sneezing,  nose-bleeding — due  to  simultaneous  affection  of 
nasal  fossse. 

iv.  Swelling  of  neck  on  one  side  or  on  both  ;  enlaigement  of  lymphatic 
glands  at  angles  of  lower  jaw  :  pain  felt  in  neck,  especially  on  move- 
ment. 

V.  Visible  appearances  in  the  throat ;  these  demand  much  more  close 
attention :  they  are  of  four  kinds,  appearance  before  occurrence  of  false 
membrane,  false  membrane,  swelling,  and  muco-purulent  secretion. 

1.  Tnflam.ed  Throat  before  Formation  of  False  Membrane. — When  an 
opportunity  is  afforded  for  examining  the  fauces  before  the  appearance  of 
false  membrane,  they  are  seen  to  be  swollen,  sometimes  pale  and  glisten- 
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iiig,  or  sometimes  reddish.  There  are  no  signs  by  which  the  naked  eye 
can  distinguish  dij^htheritic  inflammation  (Ijefore  the  appearance  of  false 
membrane)  from  other  kinds  of  inflammation.  Upon  this  inflamed  sur- 
face false  meml)rane  appears  sooner  or  later.  In  some  cases  it  is 
formed  very  rapidly,  for  however  soon  the  throat  be  examined  after  the 
first  signs  of  local  disease  false  membrane  is  seen.  On  the  other  hand, 
several  days  may  elapse  before  the  angina  becomes  pellicular. 

The  diphtheritic  afiection  of  the  throat  does  not  always  result  in 
formation  of  false  membrane,  and  this  non-pellicular  angina  constitutes 
one  form  of  latent  diphtheria,  i 

2.  Fahe  Membranes. — The  first  appearance  of  false  memljrane  is  as 
one  or  several  small  whitish  specks  or  patches.  Although  there  is  no 
part  of  the  throat  where  they  may  not  first  appear,  they  are  especially 
apt  to  begin  upon  the  tonsil  or  uvula.  The  margins  of  the  mouth  of 
the  tonsillar  crypts  are -often  first  affected,  a  point  which  will  be  alluded 
to  hereafter  with  reference  to  the  diagnosis  of  false  membranes  which  are 
diphtheritic  from  those  which  are  not.  The  diphtheritic  membrane  differs 
much  in  different  cases  in  respect  of — 

(a)  Texture ;  being  fii'm,  tough,  and  coherent,  or  soft,  loose,  and 
friable. 

(6)  Thickness ;  at  first,  being  thin,  the  membrane  is  transparent, 
opaline,  afterwards  quite  opaque. 

(c)  Extent ;  by  which  the  activity  of  the  disease,  so  far  as  the  throat 
alone  is  concerned,  is  to  be  judged  of  chiefly.  But  at  first  it  cannot  be 
said  what  the  final  extent  of  membrane  may  be ;  a  very  small  pellicle 
may  be  the  beginning  of  very  extensive  disease.  Rapid  extension  is 
a  sign  of  virulence :  in  forty -eight  hours  from  the  beginning  of 
exudation  the  whole  soft  palate,  uvula,  tonsils  and  pharynx  may  be 
invaded,  not  to  sj^eak  of  the  jDosterior  nares,  root  of  tongue,  larynx,  and 
even  other  parts,  of  less  importance,  to  be  named  hereafter  as  occa- 
sional seats  of  diphtheritic  disease. 

(fZ)  Adhesion  to  the  tissues  beneath,  that  is  to  say,  to  the 
mucosa ;  the  membrane  is  sometimes  very  adherent,  sometimes  it  can  be 
removed  by  a  soft  brush  with  ease.  The  mvicosa  is  left  very  slightly 
abraded  and  looking  almost  natural,  or  it  is  swollen,  ragged,  and  bleeding. 
A  new  false  membrane  is  formed  upon  the  raw  surface,  and  sometimes 
very  rapidly,  within  two  or  three  hours. 

(e)  Rapid  decomposition  of  the  false  membrane  sometimes  occurs,  and 
indicates  a  bad  form  of  disease.  The  whitish  coloiu-  is  lost  and  the 
membrane  tends  to  become  blackish ;  the  smell  of  the  breath  is  most 
off'ensive  :  putrid  sore  throat. 

These  differences  in  the  false  membrane  are  believed  to  represent, 
to  a  great  extent,  differences  in  the  relative  abundance  or  activity 
of  the  several  microbes  growing  in  the  exudation — whether  specific 
bacilli,  divers  pyogenetic  micrococci,  or  common  putrefactive  microbes. 
It  is  said  that  when  the  specific  bacillus  is  the  prevailing  microbe 
the  false  membrane  is  tough,  coherent,  and  not  prone  to  decomposition ; 
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the  puriform  discharge  from  the  affected  part  is  scanty ;  when  the 
false  membrane  is  carefully  removed,  the  mucosa  beneath  seems  not 
to  be  much  affected  and  does  not  bleed.  When  streptococci  are  found 
alone,  or  are  largely  mingled  with  the  Ijacilli,  the  exudation  is  softer, 
more  pulpy,  more  prone  to  decomposition  and  to  be  attended  by  an 
abundant  puriform  discharge ;  removal  of  the  false  membrane  exposes  a 
swollen,  raw  and  bleeding  mucosa. 

3.  Swelling  of  2)arts  heneath  false  membrane  is  usually  proportionate  to 
the  activity  of  the  local  disease.  Swelling  of  the  fauces  sometimes  be- 
comes so  great  in  two  or  three  days  that  the  uvula  is  pushed  back  and 
invisible,  even  the  tonsils  cannot  be  distinguished,  and  the  isthmus  faucium 
is  reduced  to  a  narrow  vertical  slit  in  the  middle  line.  In  consequence 
of  this  inflammatory  swelling,  the  soft  palate  may  l^e  not  less  than  three- 
quarters  of  an  inch  thick,  firm  and  tough. 

4.  Muco-prirulent  Secretion. — Abundant  puriform  discharge  from  the 
fauces  occurs  in  severe  cases  so  as  to  interfere  greatly  with  examination. 
The  secretion  is  sometimes  offensive  to  smell.  If  a  similar  discharge 
(watery  at  first,  afterwards  more  puiulent)  occur  from  the  nostrils  or 
ears,  it  may  be  assumed  that  the  nasal  fossae  or  tympana  are  invaded, 
and  the  disease  so  much  the  more  serious,  because  more  extensive.  The 
discharge  from  the  nostril  is  acrid,  and  excoriates  the  ujDper  lip  in  a 
manner  quite  comparable  to  the  effect  of  the  vesicating  virus  of  can- 
tharides,  as  Bretonneau  pointed  out.  No  doubt  this  diphtheritic  fluid 
is  also  a  powerful  irritant  to  the  mucous  membranes  with  which  it  comes 
into  contact,  and  thus  prepares  the  way  for  the  growth  of  false  membrane. 
Cutaneous  erysipelas  sometimes  starts  from  the  point  where  these 
irritating  discharges  reach  the  surface  of  the  body — a  complication 
especially  apt  to  occur  in  diphtheritic  otorrhoea. 

5.  False  Membrane  cast  off. — After  the  false  membrane  has  ceased  to 
grow  it  is  soon  cast  off,  either  as  coherent  flakes  and  shreds,  or  soft  pulpy 
material.  The  mucosa  beneath  is  left  at  first  somewhat  reddened  and 
perhaps  swollen.  Mere  excessive  redness  soon  passes  away,  swelling  less 
quickly. 

Ulceration  of  the  mucosa  ■will  follow  but  seldom  upon  the  false  mem- 
brane being  thrown  off.  The  ulcers  may  be  deep,  and  on  both  sides  of 
the  throat,  quite  like  the  ulcers  of  scarlatina  anginosa;  the  tonsil  will 
sometimes  be  desti'oyed  so  as  to  leave  a  ragged  cavity  ;  the  soft  palate  and 
uvula  may  be  extensively  ulcerated  or  sloughy ;  the  mucous  membi'ane 
al)out  the  epiglottis  and  aryepiglottic  folds  may  suffer  in  like  manner. 

6.  Itelapse. — After  the  false  membrane  has  been  cast  off,  but  before 
the  patient  has  recovered  from  the  whole  disease,  a  renewed  exudation 
upon  the  fauces  may  occur,  and  the  relapse  will  aggravate  the  disease  in 
all  respects.  Recurrence  of  diphtheria,  after  complete  recovery  from  a 
former  attack,  is  mentioned  elsewhere. 

III.  AflTeetion  of  Lymphatic  Stpuetupes  in  Neck. — Swelling  of  the 
lymphatic  glands  at  the  angle  of  the  lower  jaw  is  usually  the  first  sign  of 
poisonous  infection  spreading  beyond  the  fauces.    This  is  the  case  even  if 
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the  glandular  swelling  precede  the  appearance  of  false  membranes  on  the 
fauces,  in  which  case  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  throat  is  infected  by 
microbes,  although  they  have  not  gone  on  to  the  formation  of  false  mem- 
brane ;  or,  as  sometimes  happens,  false  membrane  may  have  been  formed 
in  some  situation  where  it  is  not  visible ;  for  example,  on  the  back  of  the 
soft  palate.  But  it  is  seldom  that  lymphadenitis  precedes  visible  pellicles 
on  the  fauces. 

The  degree  of  the  glandular  swelling  is  proportionate  to  the  virulence 
of  the  angina  faucium,  but  not  always  proportionate  to  the  malignity  of 
the  disease ;  or,  in  other  words,  the  most  malignant  form  of  diphtheria, 
which  kills  the  patient  by  intense  toxsemia,  is  not  by  any  means  always 
accompanied  by  much  affection  of  the  fauces  or  swelling  of  the  neck.  In 
bad  cases  swelling  of  the  connective  tissue  around  the  glands  occurs  ; 
it  may  be  to  so  great  an  extent  as  to  deform  the  whole  neck  from  ears 
to  collar-bones,  to  render  the  enlarged  glands  hardly  perceptible,  and  even 
to  involve  the  cheeks  and  upper  part  of  the  chest.  This  external  swelling 
is  sometimes  tender  to  touch,  sometimes  not ;  it  does  not  pit  upon 
pressure ;  the  skin  is  either  pale  or  reddened.  Erysipelatous  redness  of 
the  skin  oyer  the  swelling  will  sometimes  give  rise  to  an  appearance 
closely  resembling  that  of  an  abscess.  Great  swelling  of  the  neck  is 
sometimes  associated  with  very  great  swelling  of  the  fauces ;  in  this 
case  the  false  membrane  is  often  thin  and  delicate,  the  disease  showing 
itself  chiefly  as  swelling.  Much  coryza,  with  irritant  discharge,  is 
common.  The  malignant  swelling  occurs  rapidly  ;  it  may  be  great  on 
the  third  day  of  disease  ;  and  death,  mainly  from  dysphagia  and  dyspnoea, 
may  ensue  on  the  fourth  day.  The  dyspnoea  is  sometimes  particularly 
great,  the  frequency  of  respirations  being  nearly  one  hundred  a  minute ; 
post-mortem  the  lungs  are  excessively  inflated  with  air,  and  yet  without 
any  false  membrane  in  the  air-passages. 

The  external  swelling  is  useful  as  a  prognostic  sign ;  if  the  pelliculai' 
formation  be  not  extensive,  much  afl'ection  of  the  glands  and  cellular 
membrane  of  the  neck  indicates  a  virulent  form  of  disease.  It  is  said 
that  the  virus  of  bacillus  diphtherige  does  not  cause  more  than  a  very 
moderate  degree  of  lymphatic  glandular  swelling,  and  little  or  no  infiltra- 
tion of  the  cellular  tissue,  and  that  the  sevei'er  form  of  affection  of  the 
neck  (cynanche  cellularis)  is  due  to  the  virus  of  micrococci. 

Suppuration  of  the  lymphatic  glands,  or  around  them,  is  uncommon. 
The  more  virulent  forms  of  the  disease  are  fatal  too  soon  for  suppuration 
to  occur.  In  cases  which  end  in  recovery,  if  there  be  any  suppuration, 
it  is  slow  and  scanty. 

IV.  Some  rarer  local  lesions,  that  is,  of  the  mouth  and  salivary 
glands,  attending  diphtheritic  angina  faucium. 

(a)  The  parotid  and  submaxillary  salivary  glands  sometimes  suff'er  in 
diphtheria,  probably  in  consequence  of  inflammation  spreading  from  the 
mouth.  The  submaxillary  glands  especially  may  be  felt  to  be  distinctly 
enlarged,  and  the  parotid  swelling,  in  rare  cases,  is  sufficient  to  resemble 
the  swelling  of  mumps. 


736 


SYSTEM  OF  MEDICINE 


(b)  The  mouth  does  not  sufler  severely ;  the  tongue  is  furred  more 
or  less ;  the  gums  are  somewhat  swollen,  and  either  pale  or  red,  with  a 
very  thin  film  of  fur  upon  them ;  sometimes  they  l^leed  a  little,  but 
nothing  like  the  "  scorbutic  gangrene  "  described  by  Bretonneau  is  ever 
seen  in  England  at  the  present  day  (4),  (6).  Small  herpetic  aphtha?  are 
sometimes  present,  and  now  and  then  a  patch  of  false  membrane  ujjon 
the  lip  or  cheek. 

The  signs  of  diphtheria,  which  has  spread  from  the  throat  to  the  nose 
or  larynx,  will  ))e  described  under  the  heads  of  nasal  diphtheria  and 
diphtheritic  croup.  The  laryngeal  afiection,  when  it  supervenes  upon 
disease  beginning  in  the  fauces,  usually  begins  within  three  or  four  days 
from  the  onset  of  the  angina  faucium,  and  seldom  after  a  week  or  eight 
days.  Post-mortem,  laryngeal  false  membranes  are  seldom  found  to  be 
continuous  with  those  in  the  pharynx.  If  the  diphtheritic  angina  be  of 
a  malignant  type  the  supervention  of  croup  does  not  obviously  change 
the  aspect  of  the  case ;  the  patient  dies  just  the  same  from  debility  and 
not  from  suffocation. 

V.  Temperature  of  the  Body. — Diphtheria,  at  its  onset  at  least,  is 
proljably  always  a  febrile  disease.  The  fever  follows  no  constant  type 
or  course ;  as  a  sort  of  rough  rule,  it  may  be  said  that  the  fever  of  the 
onset  falls  on  the  second  or  third  day,  and  that  a  moderate  rise  of  tem- 
perature continues  a  few  days  longer.  The  temperature  seldom  rises 
above  103°  or  104°,  even  at  the  Ijeginning  of  the  disease;  when  the  sore 
throat  is  at  its  height,  temperatures  about  101°  are  more  common. 
Diphtheria  is  not  a  very  febrile  disease,  and  the  slighter  forms  are  more 
febrile  than  the  severer.  Indeed,  in  bad  cases  the  temperature  is  not 
only  not  raised,  but  is  even  depressed,  temperatures  between  97°  and  98° 
being  common;  in  the  most  malignant  cases  a  temperature  of  96°  in  the 
rectixm  has  been  observed. 

The  cause  of  such  algidity  is  uncertain  ;  it  has  been  attributed  to 
degenerative  change  in  the  muscular  walls  of  the  heart,  but  a  more  prob- 
able cause  would  seem  to  be  the  generation  of  a  febrifuge  poison  ;  indeed, 
the  woi-st  cases  of  diphtheria  and  of  perforative  peritonitis  resemble  each 
other  much  in  this  respect  of  algidity. 

VI.  Albuminuria. — The  urine,  if  it  l)e  often  and  carefully  examined, 
will  be  found  in  very  many  cases  to  contain  all^umin.  This  albuminuria 
depends  upon  nephritis,  which  is  in  turn  probably  due  to  a  soluble  ijoisoii 
circulating  in  the  blood. 

Albumin  first  appears  in  the  urine  at  any  period  of  the  disease  before 
the  tenth  day,  seldom  later'.  Albumirruria  will  sometimes  come  on 
copiously,  and  for  the  first  time,  after  the  throat  has  seemed  to  have  beerr 
free  from  disease  for  several  days.  If  the  j^atierrt  survive,  alljimiinuria 
seldom  lasts  long,  even  if  it  have  been  gr'eat.  In  a  few  cases  it  may 
persist  for  some  weeks  after  all  other  symptoms  of  disease  have  passed 
away.  Now  and  then  albumin  seems  likely  to  be  permanently  present 
in  the  urirre,  though  whether'  the  albuminuria  is  really  permarrent,  or 
whether  in  such  cases  the  patient's  kidneys  were  certainly  souird  ))efore 
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the  attack  of  diphtheria,  speaking  from  my  own  exjjerience,  I  cannot  be 
sure. 

The  amount  of  albumin  affords  no  trustworthy  prognostic  sign. 
The  urine  may  be  highly  albuminous  one  day,  and  two  or  three  days 
afterwards  contain  the  merest  trace  of  albumin.  Other  things  being- 
equal,  a  case  with  albuminuria  is  more  serious  than  a  case  without  it ; 
more  patients  die  who  have  albuminuria  than  those  who  have  it  not,  yet 
patients  will  die  who  have  never  had  it,  and  patients  will  easily  recover 
whose  urine  for  a  short  time  has  been  highly  albuminous. 

If  the  nephritis  be  severe  the  urine  is  scanty  and  very  albuminous ; 
casts  and  corpuscles  are  found  by  the  microscope  :  casts  hyaline,  granular, 
and  corpuscular;  corpuscles  having  the  characters  for  the  most  part  of 
leucocytes,  but  some  probably  being  renal  epithelium ;  a  few  red  blood 
disks  are  seen.  The  urine  is  seldom  or  never  smoky  or  bloody. 
Complete  suppression  of  urine  is  observed  at  the  end  of  life  in  cases 
which  prove  fatal  by  vomiting  and  heart  failure. 

Dropsy  occurs  very  seldom,  if  ever.  Symptoms  which  can  without 
doubt  be  attributed  to  ursemia  are  not  met  with. 

VII.  Hsemorphages  and  Changes  in  the  Blood. — In  some  cases  of 
malignant  diphtheria  the  affection  of  the  blood  is  so  profound  that  during 
life  the  lips  and  even  the  whole  surface  of  the  body  are  of  a  slaty  gray 
colour,  quite  apart  from  any  dyspnoea  or  mere  respiratory  lividity.  The 
blood  itself  is  of  a  dirty  brown  colour,  which  has  been  compared  to  prune 
juice  or  Spanish  liquorice ;  but  microscopical  examination  detects  nothing 
amiss.  Spectroscopic  examinations  have  not  been  made,  and  the  nature 
of  the  very  obvious  change  which  the  blood  undergoes  is  but  ill  under- 
stood. 

Hsemorrhagic  tendency  shows  itself  now  and  then ;  whether  dependent 
upon  changes  in  the  blood  or  blood-vessels,  or  both,  remains  unknown. 
Small  specks  or  larger  blotches  of  extravasated  blood  appear  in  the  skin, 
mucous  membranes,  serous  membranes  and  retinae.  Free  bleeding  from 
the  mucous  membranes  occurs,  especially  from  the  nose,  but  also  from 
the  throat,  stomach,  and  bowels ;  the  bleeding  may  prove  fatal,  either 
very  speedily  or  more  slowly.  Hsematuria  is  a  very  uncommon  event 
even  in  hsemorrhagic  diphtheria.  The  spleen  is  sometimes  enlarged  as 
in  purpura,  and  sometimes  not.  Haemorrhage,  even  when  too  scanty 
to  be  the  cause  of  death,  will  do  much  towards  increasing  the  weakness 
of  the  patient ;  such  cases  are  always  to  be  deemed  serious. 

The  heemorrhagic  tendency  bears  no  proportion  to  the  affection  of  the 
throat ;  indeed,  the  latter  may  be  so  slight  that  the  diphtheritic  character 
of  the  disease  shall  be  wholly  overlooked,  and  the  death  of  the  patient  ])e 
certified  as  due  to  purpura  hsemorrhagica. 

Cerebral  haemorrhage  of  the  same  nature  is  a  cause,  but  a  very  un- 
common cause  of  hemiplegia. 

VIII.  Failupe  of  Heart. — In  diphtheria  the  function  of  the  heart  is 
more  apt  to  fail  than  in  any  other  virulent  disease  which  we  meet  with 
in  our  country.    This  primary  debility  of  the  heart  (vital  debility, 
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lipothymia),  not  due  to  exhaustion  of  the  powers  of  the  whole  body,  but 
to  a  peculiar  operation  of  morbid  poison  upon  the  heart  itself,  which 
is  selected  as  it  were  for  this  effect,  constitutes  the  primary  or  protopathic 
malignity  of  the  older  writers  (Stoll,  for  example) — the  word  malignity 
being  used  in  a  much  more  restricted  sense  than  that  referred  to  on  page 
731.  The  cause  of  the  heart  failure  is  degeneration  of  its  muscular 
walls  (myocarditis) ;  when  degeneration  is  not  found  after  death  (if  this 
ever  be  the  case)  the  heart  failure  must  be  attributed  to  paralysis  of  the 
cardiac  branches  of  the  par  vagum. 

A  sign  of  this  affection  of  the  heart  is  found  in  the  pulse,  Avhich 
becomes  small  and  weak  ;  it  is  often  irregular  also,  in  some  cases  it  is  very 
frequent,  in  others  very  infrequent.  The  temperature  of  the  body  falls 
even  as  low  as  9 5 '5°  in  the  rectum ;  the  skin  and  limbs  are  cold.  The 
first  sound  of  the  heart  is  weak  or  quite  inaudible,  sometimes  a  systolic 
murmur  at  apex  or  base  springs  up.  Unpleasant  fluttering  or  palpitation 
of  the  heart  may  be  complained  of,  and  the  weakened  pulmonary  circula- 
tion may  be  indicated  by  shortness  of  breath.  The  face  becomes  remark- 
ably pale.  The  patient  is  sensible  of  great  muscular  weakness,  is  very 
sluggish,  dislikes  to  be  moved,  and  even  takes  food  unwillingly. 

These  symptoms  often  come  on  gradually,  the  patient's  heart  steadily 
becoming  weaker  and  weaker ;  patients  of  this  kind  may  lie  a  week  or 
ten  days  in  a  state  of  prostration.  But  the  symptoms  sometimes  set  in 
suddenly,  all  at  once  faintness  (lipothymia,  collapse)  occurs,  attended  by 
a  marked  change  (which  cannot  be  described)  in  the  look  of  the  patient's 
face,  and  by  the  aforesaid  signs  of  heart  failure.  The  patient  may 
die  suddenly  and  unexpectedly,  but  usually  he  lingers  for  some  hoiu-s 
in  a  state  of  extreme  prostration,  consciousness  is  retained  to  the 
end,  and  the  power  of  the  voluntary  movements  is  in  remarkable  contrast 
with  the  weakness  of  the  heart  muscle. 

Failure  of  the  heart  is  usually  met  with  during  the  height  of  the 
diphtheritic  disease,  say  at  any  time  between  the  fourth  and  fourteenth 
day.  A  slight  affection  of  the  throat  may  be  followed  by  serious  disorder 
of  the  heart.  When  the  heart  fails  later  it  is  especially  associated  with 
paralytic  symptoms.^ 

Signs  of  dilatation  of  the  heart  and  a  systolic  murmur  sometimes 
occur  during  convalescence,  and  may  be  expected  to  disappear  when  the 
health  of  the  patient  is  fully  restored.  If  endocarditis  and  pericarditis 
ever  occur  as  a  result  of  diphtheria  they  are  probably  dependent  upon 
micrococci. 

IX.  Vomiting. — Another  serious  symptom,  and  one  often  associated 
with  cardiac  failure,  is  a  tendency  to  vomit. '  The  cause  of  it  is  not 
always  the  same.    But  whatever  it  be,  repeated  vomiting  is  a  dangerous 

'  Rabot  and  Philippe  (7)  describe  an  interstitial  myocarditis  whicli  occiirs  during  con- 
valescence from  diphtheria,  when  the  patient  has  been  allowed  to  get  up,  and  thinks  himself 
to  be  well.  This  form  of  disease  must  be  uncommon.  [I  remember  such  a  case  in  the  private 
practice  of  the  late  Dr.  Fuller.  The  patient,  a  young  man,  convalescent  at  the  seaside,  rose 
quickly  from  a  sofa  and  fell  back  dead.    The  autopsy  revealed  "degenerated  heart." — Ed.] 
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symptom  ;  most  of  such  patients  die  in  a  state  of  heart  failure  and  algidity 
within  a  few  hours  or  a  few  days. 

In  very  rare  cases  vomiting  is  a  sign  of  diphtheria  of  the  stomach. 

In  most  cases  vomiting  is  associated  with  affection  of  the  kidneys. 
Sometimes  the  urine  is  highly  albuminous  and  scanty,  or  even  completely 
suppressed ;  the  diminished  secretion  is  probably  in  greater  part  depend- 
ent upon  the  vomiting.  Sometimes  the  quantity  of  albumin  in  the 
urine  is  small ;  sometimes  the  renal  affection  is  manifested  more  by 
corpuscles  and  casts  in  the  urine  than  by  much  albumin.  The  patient 
retains  consciousness.    Convulsions  in  rare  cases  precede  death. 

Now  and  then  vomiting  occurs  late  in  the  disease,  in  the  course  of 
paralysis,  four  or  five  weeks  from  the  onset  of  the  diphtheria. 

X.  Paralysis. — The  period  at  which  paralysis  occurs  in  the  course 
of  diphtheria  is  uncertain,  and  very  variable.  Palsy  sometimes  sets  in 
while  the  primary  disease  (the  formation  of  false  membrane)  is  progressing, 
say  as  early  as  the  fourth  day.  On  the  other  hand,  as  much  time  as 
ten  weeks  may  intervene  between  the  onset  of  the  diphtheria  and  of  the 
palsy.  The  mean  interval,  computed  from  many  cases,  is  three  or  four 
weeks.  More  often  than  not  paralysis  may  be  called  a  sequel  of  diph- 
theria ;  that  is  to  say,  a  period  of  convalescence  intervenes  between  the 
primary  disease  and  the  paralysis. 

Palsy  may  be  consequent  upon  any  form  of  diphtheria,  yet  diphtheria 
which  is  mainly  or  altogether  laryngeal  is  seldom  followed  by  palsy  ; 
indeed,  few  patients  survive  the  primitive  disease.  The  patellar  tendon 
reflex  is  lost  in  some  cases  of  diphtheritic  croup,  and  this  symptom  may 
be  regarded  as  akin  to  palsy.  Some  of  the  cases  in  which  the  tube  cannot 
be  removed  after  tracheotomy  are  probably  of  the  nature  of  laryngeal 
palsy.  Anything  like  extensive  paralysis  after  diphtheritic  croup  must 
be  most  uncommon. 

Diphtheria  of  the  fauces  is  by  far  the  commonest  primitive  lesion, 
indeed,  there  is  seldom  any  other.  About  one -tenth  of  all  cases  of 
diphtheritic  sore  throat  are  attended  by  paralysis  sooner  or  later.  It 
mostly  begins  after  the  second  week  of  the  angina ;  it  may  occur  much 
sooner,  as  mentioned  above ;  seldom  later  than  the  seventh  week. 
(Paralysis  after  nasal  diphtheria  is  referred  to  further  on.) 

The  usual  course  of  the  palsy  is  this,  that  it  gradually  increases  until 
the  patient  dies,  or  until  the  disease  begins  to  decline  as  gradually  as  it 
arose.    In  the  latter  case  recovery  is  complete. 

There  is  no  proportion  between  the  severity  of  the  primary  disease 
and  of  the  palsy ;  or  at  least  paralysis  often  ensues  when  the  primitive 
diphtheria  has  been  very 'slight.  Indeed,  in  some  cases  the  sore  throat 
altogether  escapes  observation,  the  pai'alysis  being  the  first  evidence  of 
diphtheria. 

The  fauces,  and  especially  the  soft  palate,  usually  suffer  first.  The 
signs  of  palsy  of  the  soft  palate  are  two  :  the  voice  becomes  nasal,  and 
drinks  are  apt  to  return  through  the  nose ;  moreover,  the  patient  can 
hardly  blow  out  a  candle,  inflate  the  cheeks,  suck  or  gargle.   The  palate 
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will  be  seen  to  have  lost  its  ai'ching,  and  to  hang  straighter  than  natural 
on  both  sides.  The  sensiliility  of  the  mucous  membrane  and  the  reflex 
movements  are  more  or  less  diminished.  These  signs  are  sometimes 
more  marked  on  the  one  side  of  the  palate  than  on  the  other ;  or  they 
may  even  be  present  on  one  side  alone.  Palsy,  insensibility  and  abolished 
reflex  by  no  means  always  concur  :  one  or  more  of  these  symjJtonis  may 
be  absent ;  for  instance,  the  reflex  may  be  lost  though  sensibility  is 
retained.  Paralysis  of  the  lowest  constrictor  of  the  phaiynx  is  indicated 
by  entry  of  food  into  the  glottis,  causing  choking  and  cough. 

Paralysis  is  often  confined  to  the  fauces  and  spreads  no  farther ; 
in  this  case  it  will  last  ten  days  or  a  fortnight  and  then  begin  gradually 
to  disappear.  The  fauces  sometimes  escape  even  though  the  limbs  and 
trunk  are  severely  affected.  Sometimes  paralysis  diminishes  in  the 
fauces  as  it  increases  in  the  limbs. 

Paralysis  of  the  rima  glottidis  is  indicated  by  weakened  voice  and 
inefficient  cough,  both  dependent  upon  imperfect  closure  of  the  glottis. 
Together  with  the  paralysis  go  insensibility  and  deficient  reflex  of  the 
epiglottis  and  interior  of  the  larynx.  Hence  great  danger  of  pneumonia 
from  entry  of  food  into  the  windpipe ;  great  danger  of  suffocating 
bronchitis  also,  from  deficient  expectoration.  Recovery  from  laryngeal 
palsy  is  possible. 

Paralysis  of  the  limbs  aff'ects  the  legs  before  the  arms  ;  indeed  the 
arms  often  escape.  When  the  patient  is  able  to  walk  at  all  the  gait  is 
staggering :  at  last  he  becomes  unable  to  stand,  or  even  to  move 
the  legs  in  bed.  Palsy  of  the  limbs  usually  takes  about  seven  weeks  to 
reach  its  height.  The  muscles  tend  to  waste,  and  sometimes  waste 
greatly ;  partly  in  consequence  of  the  nerve  disease,  but  partly  in  some 
cases  from  insufficient  feeding.  The  electrical  reactions  of  the  nerve- 
trunks  are  normal.  The  excitability  of  the  muscles  to  faradisation  is 
diminished  or  even  wholly  lost ;  voluntary  power  is  sometimes  much  less- 
ened while  faradic  excitability  remains  normal ;  in  some  instances  faradic 
excitability  will  go  on  diminishing,  while  voluntary  power  is  increasing. 
The  degree  of  galvanic  excitability  of  the  muscles  is  uncertain ;  it  is  often 
diminished  or  slow,  may  possibly  be  increased  for  a  time,  and  some- 
times, not  always,  there  are  qualitative  polar  changes.  Abnormal 
electrical  reactions  can  sometimes  be  discovered  long  after  voluntary 
power  over  the  muscles  has  been  completely  restored.  Sensibility  is 
mostly  retained ;  when  lost  it  is  seldom  lost  higher  up  than  the  knees. 
Patellar  reflex  is  abolished  as  a  rule,  but  is  sometimes  retained  even  when 
the  palsy  is  great.  On  the  other  hand,  patellar  reflex  is  sometimes  lost 
for  a  considerable  time  during  or  after  diphtheria,  although  the  legs 
never  show  any  weakness.  When  the  reflex  returns  it  has  been  noted, 
in  a  few  rare  cases,  to  1ie  excessive  for  a  time,  and  to  be  associated  with 
ankle  clonus.  The  palsied  limbs  are  sometimes  painful.  Recovery  of 
the  proper  use  of  the  limbs,  and  of  normal  electrical  reactions,  will 
certainly  occur,  and  is  only  a  matter  of  time.  But  the  time  necessary  is 
often  considerable,  and  may  amount  to  six  or  eight  months  or  more. 
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The  hemiplegia  which  occurs  now  and  then  in  the  course  of  dijjhtheria 
is  a  different  form  of  disease,  being  due  either  to  cerebral  lifemorrhage  or 
to  embolism  of  the  cerebral  arteries ;  in  the  latter  case  the  soui'ce  of 
the  embolus  is  not  always  discovered.   \V%(le  section  on  Cerebral  Disease.] 

The  muscles  of  the  trunk  sometimes  suffer  in  the  ordinary  form  of 
diphtheritic  paralysis,  but  the  case  is  not  rendered  more  serious  ther'eby 
unless  the  diaphragm  and  intercostals  be  paralysed.  A  cause  of  death  is 
paralysis  of  the  respiratory  muscles.  The  sphincters  are  very  seldom 
affected. 

The  eyes  sometimes  suffer.  The  commonest  affection  is  dimness  of 
sight,  due  either  to  asthenopia  consequent  upon  paralysis  of  the  ciliary 
muscle  (cycloplegia),  or  to  amblyopia  consequent  upon  retinal  insensibility 
and  contraction  of  the  field  of  vision  ;  in  the  latter  case  glasses  are  use- 
less. Any  form  of  ophthalmoplegia  externa,  indicated  by  diplopia  or 
squint,  is  less  common.  Incomplete  blepharoptosis  has  been  observed. 
The  jJupil  is  unaffected,  or  at  most  but  somewhat  dilated  and  sluggish. 

Palsy  of  the  oesophagus,  tongue,  lips,  cheeks,  are  possible  but  very 
improbable  occurrences.  The  failure  of  the  heart  is  in  some  cases  per- 
haps of  a  neuro-paralytic  nature. 

In  children  and  in  some  epidemics  death  is  not  seldom  the  end  of 
diphtheritic  palsy.  When  death  does  not  ensue,  complete  recovery  is 
certain  sooner  or  later.  The  duration  of  paralysis  in  cases  of  recovery 
depends  much  upon  the  extent  of  the  affection.  When  confined  to  the  soft 
palate  recovery  may  be  expected  in  two  or  three  weeks  ;  when  the  limbs 
are  affected  the  duration  will  probably  be  three  or  four  months.  A 
duration  of  eight  months,  or  even  more,  has  been  noticed  in  rare  cases. 
Excluding  cases  of  heart  failure,  death  is  due  to  either  laryngeal  or 
respiratory  palsy.  Laryngeal  palsy  causes  death  through  inability  to 
cough  and  to  exj)ectorate  properly,  the  result  being  accumulation  of 
mucus  in  the  lungs.  Death  is  seldom  due  to  impaction  of  a  morsel  of 
food  in  the  larynx.  Pneumonia  from  the  entry  of  smaller  particles  of 
food  into  the  windpipe  is  a  much  more  common  event,  especially  in  cases 
of  tracheotomy,  or  of  anaesthesia  of  the  glottis. 

When  paralysis  follows  nasal  diphtheria,  the  fauces  may  be  unaffected 
while  the  limbs  suffer  severely. 

Although  good  observers  have  found  changes  in  the  medulla  oblongata 
and  spinalis  in  cases  of  diphtheritic  palsy,  yet  the  prevailing  opinion  is 
that  the  chief  and  often  the  only  cause  of  the  paralysis  is  multiple  neuritis. 
The  cause  of  the  neuritis  is  supposed  to  be  a  specific  soluble  poison ;  the 
palatal  palsy  which  follows  palatal  diphtheria  looks  like  a  purely  local 
effect  of  the  poison. 

XI.  Eruptions. — Besides  the  purpura  and  erysipelas  which  have 
been  already  referred  to,  erythema  and  urticaria  of  no  constant  or  j^eculiar 
characters  have  been  observed.  Suffusion  of  the  skin,  almost  scarlatini- 
form,  is  common. 

XII.  Arthritis. — Rheumatoid  affection  of  the  joints  has  been  observed 
in  rare  cases  and  in  some  epidemics. 
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Diagnosis  of  Diphtheritic  Sore  Throat. — Diphtheritic  sore  throat 
is  not  in  all  cases  attended  by  the  formation  of  false  membrane,  and 
is  therefore  sometimes  indistinguishable  by  the  naked  eye  from  simple 
or  catarrhal  sore  throat.  The  proof  of  this  assertion  is  afforded  by 
two  facts  :  First,  that  the  bacillus  has  been  found  to  exist  upon  the 
mucous  membrane  of  throats  which  were,  to  the  naked  eye,  simply 
slightly  reddened  and  swollen.  Next,  observations  made  in  epidemics 
of  diphtheria  have  rendered  it  certain  that  the  disease  is  sometimes 
transmitted  by  cases  Avhich  have  the  characters  of  simple  catarrhal  or 
inflamed  sore  throat.     (See  Latent  Diphtheria.) 

But  the  diagnosis  of  diphtheritic  sore  throat  relates  mainly  to  the 
false  membrane.  Inasmuch  as  not  all  sore  throats  accompanied  by  false 
membranes  are  diphtheritic,  we  endeavour  to  distinguish  the  different 
kinds  of  pellicular  angina  faucium.  Even  if  it  were  admitted  that  the 
bacillus  is  the  absolutely  peculiar  and  necessary  note  of  diphtheria,  yet  it 
is  clear  that  for  the  immediate  needs  of  practice  a  mere  inspection  of  the 
throat  must  be  relied  upon,  and  it  is  in  this  spirit  that  the  following  re- 
marks upon  diagnosis  are  written  : — 

1.  Many  vesicants  and  escharotics,  when  applied  to  the  fauces,  pro- 
duce appearances  which  closely  resemble  diphtheria.  Cantharides,  lunar 
caustic,  nitric  acid,  liq.  ammonise,  carbolic  acid,  white  precipitate,  hot 
chestnuts  or  potatoes,  boiling  water  and  steam,  may  be  mentioned  as 
instances  of  such  irritants.  The  diagnosis  in  many  cases  cannot  be  made 
from  the  look  of  the  throat  alone.  The  conditions  which  led  to  the 
pellicular  inflammation  must  be  known. 

2.  The  disease  (or  rather  the  diseases)  which  in  England  is  most  com- 
monly called  follicular  tonsillitis  demands  very  careful  consideration  in 
regard  to  its  relation  with  diphtheria.  Many  cases  of  this  follicular 
tonsillitis  are  diphtheria  in  an  early  stage,  the  appearance  of  ulceration 
round  the  mouths  of  the  tonsillar  crypts  being  due  to  false  membrane,  which 
often  is  first  formed  in  that  situation.  The  membrane  may  spread  after- 
wards so  as  to  cover  the  greater  part  of  the  fauces  in  two  or  three  days. 
In  other  cases  the  membrane  does  not  spread  upon  the  fauces,  but  laryngeal 
diphtheria  is  associated  with  the  tonsillar  affection  ;  in  others  again  the 
membrane  does  not  spread  in  any  direction,  and  the  true  nature  of  the 
disease  becomes  apparent  only  when  the  patient  infects  another  person 
with  manifest  diphtheria :  or  the  reverse  may  be  the  case,  that  the 
disease  conveyed  from  a  person  suffering  from  manifest  diphtheria  will 
take  on  the  form  of  follicular  tonsillitis  in  the  infected  patient.  But 
although  in  all  these  cases  there  can  be  no  doubt  concerning  the  diph- 
theritic nature  of  the  follicular  tonsillitis,  yet  it  seems  to  be  equally 
certain  that  in  other  cases  the  disease  is  not  diphtheritic,  those,  namely, 
which  show  no  contagious  tendency.  But  admitting  this  distinction,  it 
can  seldom  be  drawn  in  a  given  patient,  and  therefore  in  practice  it  is 
wise  to  consider  the  disease  to  be  in  all  cases  probably,  or  at  least  possibly, 
diphtheritic. 

3.  Hei'pes,  of  the  same  nature  as  herpes  labialis,  may  affect  the  palate 
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SO  as  to  produce  the  appearance  of  one  or  more  small  false  membranes 
which  show  no  tendency  to  spread  after  they  have  once  l)een  formed. 
The  diagnosis  (not  always  certain)  is  much  helped  by  the  concurrence  of 
herpes  on  the  tongue,  cheeks,  or  lips. 

4.  A  fungus  (oidium  albicans  ?)  sometimes  affects  the  fauces,  and 
causes  them  to  be  covered  by  a  growth  which  looks  like  a  false  membrane, 
and  which  may  be  so  extensive  as  to  cover  the  soft  palate  and  tonsils. 
Compared  with  the  false  membrane  of  diphtheria,  the  growth  of  oidium 
is  of  a  purer  and  more  opaque  white  colour,  it  is  much  softer  also,  and 
when  once  it  has  been  removed  by  detergents  it  seldom  reappears. 
Microscopic  examination  is  easy  and  decisive. 

5.  A  fungous  growth  (leptothrix  buccalis  ?)  sometimes  occurs  within 
the  crypts  of  the  tonsils,  and,  coming  to  the  surface,  simulates  follicular 
tonsillitis.  Or  the  growth  may  spread  over  the  tonsil  so  as  to  form  a 
white  patch.  The  chief  distinction  from  oidium  and  pellicular  diseases  is 
to  be  found  in  the  fact  that  the  leptothrix  affection  is  essentially  chronic. 

6.  At  any  time  during  the  first  week  of  scarlet  fever  false  membrane 
may  appear  upon  the  fauces.  This  membrane  is  said  to  be  due  to  micro- 
cocci, and  not  to  afford  the  Klebs  bacillus.  Yet  by  the  unaided  eye  the 
exudation,  which  is  sometimes  abundant,  is  not  to  be  distinguished  from 
that  of  diphtheria.  The  diagnosis  depends  mainly  upon  the  eruption. 
The  scarlatinal  false  membrane  is  very  much  more  prone  to  be  followed 
by  ulceration  than  is  the  diphtheritic,  and  the  lymphatic  glands  are 
much  more  likely  to  suppurate.  It  is  quite  true  that  scarlet  fever  does 
not  often  affect  the  larynx,  yet  in  rare  cases  of  that  disease  false  membrane 
may  be  found  even  there.  Subsequent  paralysis  does  not  occur.  True 
diphtheria  may  complicate  scarlet  fever  during  the  second  or  third  week,^ 
and  may  occur  in  scarlatinal  nephritis  at  any  stage. 

7.  The  mucous  tubercles  of  syphilis,  when  they  involve  the  fauces 
and  before  ulceration  sets  in,  may  resemble  diphtheria  closely. 

8.  In  rare  cases  of  typhoid  fever  and  early  in  the  disease,  false 
memljrane  forms  upon  the  fauces  ;  it  does  not  last  for  more  than  a  few 
days,  but  it  cannot  be  distinguished  from  diphtheria  until  the  course  of 
the  disease  is  manifest. 

It  seems  unnecessary  to  do  more  than  refer  to  the  faucial  affections  of 
small-pox,  chicken-pox,  and  pemphix.  The  ulceration  of  tubercular  angina 
faucium  is  sometimes  at  first  mistaken  for  diphtheria.  And  the  same  is 
true  of  that  very  uncommon  disease,  primary  gangrene  of  the  fauces. 

Reeuprent  Pellicular  Angina. — Some  forms  of  pellicular  angina  are 
very  prone  to  recur,  and  the  recuri'ences  may  be  frequent,  for  example,  once 
every  two  or  three  months  for  a  year  or  two,  or  even  as  many  as  four 
attacks  in  twelve  weeks.  The  appearance  of  the  throat  is  that  of  slight 
diphtheria  (or  follicular  tonsillitis) ;  but  the  precise  nature  of  the  disease 
is  doubtful,  and  it  is  equally  doubtful  whether  that  nature  be  the  same 
in  all  cases.  This  recurrent  pellicular  angina  is  often  a  very  febrile  dis- 
order, is  not  attended  by  albuminuria,  nor  followed  by  paralysis.  It  can 
seldom  be  traced  to  insanitary  conditions ;  and  when  it  recurs  frequently 
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it  seems  to  ])e  probable  that  the  contagium  vivum  lurks  about  the  throat 
in  an  inactive  state.  In  many  cases  the  disease  is  but  slightly  if  at  all 
contagious. 

An  attack  of  true  diphtheritic  sore  throat  does  not  protect  against 
recurrence  of  the  disease.  Yet  as  a  rule  (which,  however,  does  not  always 
hold  good)  recurrent  diphtheria  is  not  so  severe  and  dangerous  as  the  first 
attack. 

Prognosis. — The  prognostics  which  may  be  derived  from  individual 
symptoms  Mall  be  found  scattered  through  the  preceding  pages  and 
need  not  be  repeated  here. 

The  cause  of  death  differs  in  different  cases,  (i.)  Suffocation  by 
extension  of  disease  to  the  larynx  is  common,  (ii.)  Poisoning  of  the 
blood  (malignant  diphtheria)  is  a  less  common  cause  of  death.  This 
malignity  is  indicated  by  nasal  discharge,  glandular  swelling,  erysipelatous 
redness  of  the  skin  over  the  swelling,  tendency  to  haemorrhage,  failure  of 
the  circulation  (as  shown  by  a  bad  pulse,  pallor,  and  coldness  of  the 
surface),  and  delirium.  Death  is  often  sudden.  (iii.)  Heart  failure, 
(iv.)  Palsy  of  respiratory  muscles. 

Recovery  of  the  former  state  of  health  is  sometimes  a  very  slow 
proceeding,  even  excepting  the  cases  of  paralysis. 

Treatment.^ — From  the  remotest  ages  of  medicine  it  has  always 
been  assumed  that  the  foremost  indication  for  the  treatment  of 
diphtheria  consists  in  disinfection  of  the  primary  disease,  which  is 
usually  that  of  the  throat.  Both  laboratory  experiments  and  clinical 
experience  point  to  carbolic  acid  as  the  germicide  which  most  of  all 
combines  efficacy  and  safety.  It  may  be  used  in  a  solution  as  strong  as 
20  per  cent  in  the  case  of  children,  and  30  per  cent  in  the  case 
of  adults.  Glycerine,  castor  oil,  and  rectified  spirit  have  been  much 
employed  as  solvents  for  the  acid ;  sulphoricinic  acid  has  of  late  been 
recommended  as  the  vehicle  (8),  under  the  belief  that  it  affords  the  least 
painful  application  ;  I  have  used  this  sulphoricinic  phenol  and  believe 
it  to  be  efficient  for  the  purpose.  Remove  as  much  of  the  false 
membrane  as  possible  by  means  of  some  close  soft  material  ("molleton  " 
is  suitable)  (9)  tied  on  the  end  of  a  probe  or  an  osier  twig,  or  held 
by  forceps,  and  afterwards  apply  the  carbolic  solution  freely  to  the 
denuded  surface.  Should  the  false  membrane  continue  to  form  and 
to  show  signs  of  spreading,  the  treatment  may  be  repeated  once  or 
oftener,  according  to  the  discretion  of  the  physician.  These  applica- 
tions to  the  throat  tend  to  exhaust  the  strength  of  the  patient,  and  the 
doctrine  of  local  disinfection  may  be  carried  out  in  practice  to  a  danger- 
ous length.  The  frequent  use  (for  two  or  three  minutes  every  hour)  of  a 
spray  of  a  saturated  solution  of  boric  acid  is  always  serviceable,  whether 
the  throat  be  also  swabbed  with  carbolic  acid  or  not.  If  deglutition 
be  painful  it  is  well  for  the  patient  to  benumb  his  fauces  by  means 
of  ice  before  attempting  to  swallow. 

The  most  important  part  of  general  treatment  consists  in  feeding  the 
^  For  the  Serum  Treatment  refer  to  the  last  chapter. 


DIPHTHERIA 


745 


patient,  and  milk  is  the  most  suitable  article  of  food.  It  should  be  given 
every  two  hours  by  day,  and  every  three  hours  by  night.  Brandy  is 
useful  and  even  necessary  in  many  cases,  especially  if  an  insufficient 
quantity  of  milk  be  taken,  or  if  the  patient  be  exhausted,  or  if  the  heait 
show  signs  of  failing.  Should  the  patient  refuse  to  take  the  necessai-y 
quantity  of  food  he  must  be  fed  by  means  of  a  soft  catheter  passed 
through  the  nostril  into  the  oesophagus. 

It  is  not  possible  to  lay  down  any  universal  rule  concerning  the 
employment  of  drugs.  None  are  specific,  and  the  indications  for  theii' 
use  must  be  left  to  the  judgment  of  the  pi'actitioner  who  is  directing  the 
treatment  of  a  case.  Chlorate  of  potash  is  cleansing  to  the  mouth,  but 
to  give  the  salt  in  large  doses  is  useless  or  even  dangerous.  The  old- 
fashioned  chlorine  mixture  ^  is  the  best  way  of  giving  the  chlorate. 

Signs  of  heart  failure  should  be  carefully  watched  for.  If  they 
appear  the  patient  must  be  kept  as  still  as  possible  in  the  recumbent 
position,  and  he  must  not  be  allowed  to  sit  up,  still  less  to  get  out  of  bed, 
for  any  purpose.    Alcohol  and  strychnia  are  the  best  medicines. 

If  there  be  any  signs  of  laryngeal  paralysis  the  patient  must  be  fed 
by  means  of  a  tube  through  the  nose,  and  by  nutritious  enemata.  The 
use  of  the  tube  is  favoured  in  most  cases  by  insensil^ility  of  the  fauces 
and  pharynx.  If  vomiting  follow  the  first  use  of  the  tube  the  practice 
should  not  therefore  be  given  up,  for  the  vomiting  is  seldom  repeated. 
The  patient  must  be  watched,  and  if  he  vomit  he  must  be  turned  over  on 
his  side,  with  his  head  low,  so  that  the  vomit  may  not  enter  the  larynx. 

Treatment  of  palsy  of  the  limbs  is  guided  by  the  knowledge  that,  if 
the  breathing  muscles  escape  and  the  heart  do  not  fail,  the  patient  will 
recover.  The  chief  means  of  promoting  recovery  consist  in  rest  and  in 
maintaining  or  improving  the  nutrition  of  the  whole  body.  Massage  and 
electi'icity  may  be  used,  but  must  be  used  gently.  In  respiratory  palsy 
faradisation  of  the  phrenic  nerve  has  been  known  to  do  good. 

For  the  vomiting  and  the  purpuric  state  no  treatment  avails ;  the 
nephritis  must  be  managed  upon  general  principles. 

B.  Diphtheritic  Croup  (Laryngitis) 

That  is  to  say,  diphtheria  which  causes  predominant  laryngeal 
symptoms  is  discovered  by  means  of  the  laryngoscope,  or  of  the  expec- 
toration, or  of  certain  indirect  signs  of  the  disease. 

I.  Laryngoscope. — The  use  of  the  laryngoscope,  which  is  not  always 
easy  even  in  the  case  of  adults,  is  difficult  or  quite  impossible  in  the  case 

^  Put  ten  grains  of  powdered  chlorate  of  potash  into  a  pint  bottle,  and  add  half  a  drachm 
of  strong  hydrochloric  acid.  Keep  the  bottle  corked  until  the  effervescence  has  ceased  ;  then 
add  an  ounce  of  cold  water  and  shake  the  bottle  well,  not  allowing  the  gas  to  escape  ;  then 
add  another  ounce  of  water,  and  again  agitate  well,  and  so  on  until  the  bottle  is  full.  The 
resulting  solution  does  not  taste  nearly  so  badly  as  it  smells  ;  a  little  sugar  may  be  added. 
A  tablespoonful  or  two,  according  to  the  age  of  the  patient,  may  be  given  frequently.  An 
adult  may  take  the  whole  pint  in  the  day.  Chlorine  vapour  was  recommended  by  J.  John- 
stone as  early  as  1779. 
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of  children,  especially  young  children.  Hence  it  seldom  avails  much  in 
the  diagnosis  of  croup  ;  ^  however,  in  a  case  of  doubtful  nature  it  is  always 
well  to  try  what  the  laryngoscope  can  show.  A  small,  warmed  mirror 
can  be  passed  back  into  the  fauces  without  any  attempt  to  depress  the 
tongue  or  to  draw  it  out  of  the  mouth,  and  in  this  way  the  epi- 
glottis, at  least,  can  be  seen,  if  there  be  not  much  gurgling  of  frothy  mucus 
in  the  throat.  Should  false  membrane  appear,  this  is  enough,  but  it  need 
not  be  said  that  the  non-appearance  of  membrane  proves  nothing. 

II.  Expeetopation. — Children  seldom  expectorate  false  membrane 
before  tracheotomy  has  been  performed ;  ejection  of  false  membrane 
through  the  tracheotomy  wound  is  a  very  common  event.  Yet  even  after 
tracheotomy  for  diphtheritic  croup  it  may  happen  that  no  false  membrane 
will  at  any  time  be  seen.  Adults,  on  the  other  hand,  suffering  from 
diphtheria  strictly  confined  to  the  windpipe,  will  sometimes  ex]Dectorate 
false  membrane  in  large  quantities,  and  this  even  when  the  dyspnoea  is 
slight  and  the  chief  laryngeal  symptom  is  dysphonia. 

III.  Signs  of  Laryngeal  Disease. — In  most  cases  the  diagnosis 
depends  upon  certain  signs  which  indicate  derangement  of  the  laryngeal 
functions.  These  functions  are  two — vocal  and  respiratory  :  vocal,  that  is, 
the  proper  and  peculiar  function  of  the  larynx,  the  larynx  being  the  organ 
of  voice  ;  respiratory,  that  is,  transmission  of  the  breath,  the  larynx  being 
part  of  the  windpipe.  The  signs  of  disease  correspond  with  these 
functions.  Disorder  of  the  vocal  function  is  indicated  by  dysphonia ; 
disorder  of  the  respiratory  function,  by  laryngeal  dyspnoea  and  laryngeal 
stridor.  To  these  must  be  added  a  third  sign,  wholly  adventitious,  allied 
to  voice  on  the  one  hand  and  to  breathing  on  the  other,  namely,  a 
peculiar  stridulous  or  laryngeal  cough. 

1.  D>jf>phonia. — As  the  voice  is  the  peculiar  function  of  the  larynx,  so 
dysphonia  is  the  pathognomonic  sign  of  laryngeal  disease.  Dysphonia 
relates  to  the  quality  or  to  the  loudness  of  voice.  (a)  When  the 
quality  of  the  voice  is  changed  it  is  called  paraphonia,  of  which  hoarseness 
is  the  commonest  form,  being  a  lesion  of  the  simple  glottic  sound  and  not 
of  the  articulated  voice,  {h)  When  the  loudness  of  the  voice  is  diminished 
it  is  called  aphonia,  a  term  which  implies  not  only  absolute  privation  of 
voice,  but  also  any  degree  in  diminution  thereof.  When  aphonia  is 
complete  the  patient  can  speak  only  in  a  whisper — whispering  being 
articulation  pure  and  simple  without  any  glottic  sound. 

2.  There  is  nothing  pathognomonic  about  the  disordered  respiratory 
functions  met  with  in  laryngeal  disease.  Laryngeal  stridor  and -dyspnoea 
have  to  be  distinguished  from  othei'  forms  of  stridor  and  dyspnoea  ;  and 
this  can  be  done  by  determining  the  presence  or  absence  of  certain 
by-symptoms  (signa  assidentia).  (a)  By  stridor  is  meant  a  sound  which 
is  produced  in  the  windpipe  (larynx,  trachea,  bronchi)  by  breathing,  and 
Avhich  can  be  heard  without  auscultation.  Stertor,  on  the  other  hand,  is 
a  sound  which  breathing  pi'oduces  in  the  parts  above  the  windpipe. 

'  For  exact  definition  of  the  word  Croup,  see  Medico-Chir.  Trans,  for  1879,  vol.  Ixxii. 
p.  27. 
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Narrowing  of  the  windpipe  is  the  cause  of  stridor,  and  its  loudness 
depends  upon  the  swiftness  of  the  air-currents  ;  hence  when  the  narrow- 
ing of  the  air-passages  becomes  great,  and  the  air-currents  become 
correspondingly  weak,  stridor  diminishes  or  even  disappears.  The 
peculiar  quality  of  stridulous  breathing  is  a  fact  which  must  be  taught  by 
experience,  and  which  cannot  be  described  by  words.  (&)  The  characters 
and  associated  symptoms  of  laryngeal  dyspnoea  are  these : — (a)  The 
dyspnosa  is  chiefly  inspiratory  or  expiratory ;  usually  the  inspiratory 
movement  is  much  pi'olonged,  but  it  may  happen  that  the  expiration  will 
be  at  least  twice  as  long  as  inspiration.  The  dyspnoea  afi'ects  the 

movements  of  both  sides  of  the  chest,  inspiratory  dyspnoea  being  marked 
by  powerful  contraction  of  all  the  inspiratory  muscles,  and  by  recession 
of  the  yielding  parts  of  the  chest,  expiratory  dyspnoea  being  marked  by 
powerful  and  prolonged  contraction  of  all  the  expiratory  muscles,  (y)  The 
bi-eath-sounds  heard  by  auscultation  are  weakened.  (S)  The  nostrils  dilate 
during  inspiration  or  expiration,  or  are  permanently  dilated,  (e)  The  up 
and  down  movements  of  the  larynx  (depressed  during  inspiration)  which 
attend  respiration  are  much  increased  in  laryngeal  dyspnoea ;  similar 
movements  of  the  lower  jaw  are  sometimes  to  be  seen.  ({■)  The  radial 
pulse  is  withdrawn  from  the  finger  during  inspiration  in  severe  laryngeal 
dyspnoea. 

3.  The  stridulous  cough  (or  croupy  cough),  a  most  important  sign  of 
laryngeal  disease,  does  not  admit  of  being  described  in  words. 

IV.  Course  of  Disease. — In  a  case  of  diphtheritic  croup  dysphonia 
and  stridor  mostly  precede  dyspnoea,  inasmuch  as  dyspnoea  requires  a 
greater  amount  of  disease  than  suffices  for  the  production  of  dysphonia 
and  stridor.  The  voice  is  more  or  less  weakened  (aphonia)  and  husky 
(paraphonia),  yet  in  strict  truthfulness  it  must  be  said  that  sometimes  the 
voice  is  very  little  affected,  or  even  not  at  all.  The  breathing,  instead  of 
being  silent,  becomes  dry  and  husky,  characters  more  marked  in  inspira- 
tion than  in  expiration.  The  cough  is  usually  dry  and  husky ;  sometimes 
it  is  loose  ;  and  sometimes  there  is  a  loud  barking  cough  {hissis  ferina) ; 
the  noisier  the  cough,  the  less  the  obstruction. 

Dyspnoea  follows,  often  the  day  afterwards ;  but,  as  a  rule,  it  does  not 
attain  a  high  degree  for  another  day,  or  even  for  two  or  more  days  after 
its  onset.  There  ,are  no  remissions,  worthy  so  to  be  called,  in  the  • 
dyspnoea ;  when  once  it  sets  in  it  abides,  except  that  it  sometimes  abates 
shortly  before  death.  Moderate  dyspnoea  may  at  any  time  become 
suddenly  very  great  so  as  to  demand  instant  tracheotomy.^  In  adults 
the  dyspnoea  comes  on  later,  progresses  less  rapidly,  and  is  less  severe 
than  is  the  case  with  children — the  reason  of  the  difierence  being 
due  chiefly  to  the  relatively  small  size  of  the  glottis  in  children,  but 
partly  to  the  more  powei'ful  inspiration  of  the  adult,  and  to  his  smaller 
liability  to  collapse  of  lung. 

1  Sliould  the  reader  require  a  picturesque  description  (in  the  style  of  Aretaeus)  of  the 
dyspnoea  of  croup,  he  may  refer  to  Trousseau,  who  has  performed  this  work  once  for  all 
(Trousseau,  Clin.  Med.,  New  Sydenham  Soc,  vol.  ii.  p.  477). 
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V.  Comitant  Symptoms. — 1.  The  lividity  of  the  patient  is  not 
exactly  proportionate  to  the  dyspnosa.  Sometimes  there  is  but  little 
lividity,  or  even  none  at  all,  though  the  dyspnoea  be  permanent  and  at 
intei'vals  great.  Lividity  is  often  due  in  part  to  associated  pulmonary 
disease,  bronchitis  (catarrhal  or  diphtheritic),  congestion  of  hmgs,  or 
collapse. 

2  The  fever  is  not  high.  Indeed,  the  temperature  is  often  normal, 
or  even  subnormal,  especially  when  the  lividity  is  great.  When  the 
lividity  is  not  great  the  temperature  may  rise  to  102°,  or  if  the  fauces 
be  affected,  even  higher'.  Scarcely  need  it  be  said  that  tracheotomy 
interfei'es  with  the  course  of  temperature. 

3.  The  fauces  often  look  healthy,  but  even  upon  apparently  healthy 
fauces  specific  bacilli  may  breed.  In  some  cases  small  or  extensive  false 
membranes  will  be  seen. 

4.  Puffiness  on  one  or  both  sides  of  the  neck  may  exist,  or  even  an 
enlarged  gland  or  two,  the  fauces  being  natural. 

5.  Albuminuria  is  common,  yet  sometimes  there  is  none  even  in 
fatal  cases.  There  is  often  an  excess  of  flocculent  deposit  containing 
leucocytes. 

6.  Symptoms  of  the  virulent  kind,  due  to  poisoning  of  the  blood,  do 
not  occur.  Paralysis  (except,  perhaps,  glottic  paralysis)  does  not  follow 
diphtheritic  laryngitis,  yet  the  j^atellar  tendon  reflex  will  sometimes  l)e 
lost  for  a  long  time  after  an  attack  of  membranous  croup  in  persons 
who  were  known  to  have  such  a  reflex  before  they  suffered  from  diph- 
theria. 

Progrnosis. — 1.  Recovery  occurs  in  a  very  small  proportion  of  the 
cases  of  laryngitis  which  have  been  proved  to  be  diphtheritic  by  the 
expectoration  of  false  membrane,  or  by  the  comitant  affection  of  the 
fauces.^  Tracheotomy  saves  a  few  lives,  but  i-ecovery  may  occur*  without 
tracheotomy.  The  yourrger  the  patient  the  smaller  the  chances  of  life, 
for  reasons  which  have  been  already  referred  to  when  speaking  of 
dyspnoea  ;  but  even  children  of  less  than  a  year  old  may  escape  with  life, 
after  haviirg  expectorated  false  membrane. 

s  The  feeble  and  husky  voice  and  croupy  cough  will  remain  for  a  week 
or  more  after  the  dyspnoea  has  ceased,  both  in  cases  which  have  under- 
gone tracheotomy  and  those  which  have  not.  The  laryngqgcope,  when  it 
can  be  used,  does  not  always  afford  an  explanation  of  these  symptoms. 

Recovery  after  tracheotomy  is  sometimes  imperfect,  that  is  to  say, 
the  tube  cannot  be  removed ;  the  reasons  of  this  will  be  given  hereafter. 

Relapse  occurs  in  rare  cases ;  the  patient  has  survi\-ed  the  worst 
period  of  the  disease,  and  seems  to  be  convalescent,  although  not  quite 
well,  when  the  diphtheria  breaks  out  again  in  full  vigour,  and  Avill 
probalily  kill  the  weakened  patient. 

Diphtheritic  croup  very  seldom  recurs  after  an  interval  of  perfect 
health.    But  it  is  a  disease  which  does  not  often  give  the  patient  a 

'  The  serum  treatment  enalile.s  us  to  give  a  very  raucli  more  favourable  prognosis  in  cases 
of  laryngeal  diphtheria  :  see  the  last  chapter. 
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chance  of  undergoing  it  a  second  time.  The  croup  which  recurs  is  of  the 
catarrhal  and  spasmodic  kind. 

2.  Death  is  due  to  one  of  two  causes,  either  to  laryngeal  or  to 
pulmonary  dyspnoea. 

(a)  Laryngeal  dyspnoea  is  a  cause  of  death  which  is  now  usually  pre- 
vented by  tracheotomy.  The  duration  of  cases  which  are  fatal  without 
tracheotomy  is  two,  three,  or  four  days  from  the  onset  of  the  cro^^py 
symptoms.  Unfavoui'able  conditions  which  aggiuvate  the  fatal  tendency 
of  croup  are  infancy  and  rickets,  for  reasons  which  are  sufficiently 
obvious. 

Pulmonary  dyspnoea  is  due  to  many  causes  : — (i.)  Extension  of 
the  inflammation  downwards  into  the  lungs,  the  smaller  air-tubes  becom- 
ing choked  by  false  membrane,  or  more  commonly  by  creamy  muco-pus ; 
upon  this  condition  lobular  pneumonia  (catarrhal  or  broncho-pneumonia) 
is  very  apt  to  -  supervene,  (ii.)  Congestion  of  the  lungs,  which  occurs 
when  the  lungs  cannot  inspire  more  than  from  one-fourth  to  one-half  of 
their  normal  supply  of  air.  (iii.)  Collapse  of  lungs  more  or  less  extensive, 
(iv.)  Acute  emphysema  (or  insufflation)  of  the  front  part  of  the  lungs 
beneath  the  sternum  and  the  neighbouring  cartilages,  (v.)  Inability  to 
cough  and  consequent  retention  of  secretions,  (vi.)  Pneumothorax, 
which  is  not  uncommon  in  fatal  cases  which  have  undergone  tracheotomy. 

Pulmonary  dyspnoea  mostly  sets  in  from  four  to  seven  days  from  the 
onset  of  the  croup.  Hence  it  is  especially  seen  in  cases  of  tracheotomy, 
because  other  cases  of  laryngeal  diphtheria  by  the  end  of  the  first  week 
are  either  dead  or  recovering.  The  dyspnoea  sometimes  becomes  very 
great  all  at  once. 

The  signs  of  pulmonary  affection  are  these : — (i.)  Increase  of  fever, 
especially  in  bronchitis  and  pneumonia,  (ii.)  Physical  signs  of  bronchitis, 
extensive  collapse,  insufflation  of  lungs,  or  pneumothorax,  (iii.)  Expectora- 
tion from  canula  becomes  more  or  less  abundant  or  sticky,  or  even 
jmrulent  if  the  patient  live  long  enough,  (iv.)  The  dyspnoea  follows  one 
of  two  courses  :  (a)  Either  it  recurs,  and  becomes  as  great  as  before,  so 
that  nothing  whatever  is  gained  by  having  substituted,  by  means  of 
tracheotomy,  pulmonary  for  laryngeal  dyspnoea.  Consciousness  being 
retained,  the  patient  suffers  as  much  distress  after  the  tracheotomy  as  he 
suffered  before  it.  (/?)  Or  vital  debility  prevails,  there  being  no  great 
dyspnoea,  but  the  respiration  becoming  very  frequent,  and  the  pulse  very 
small  and  weak.  Lividity  steadily  increases.  The  animal  constitution 
soon  suffers ;  drowsiness  ensues,  the  patient  being  almost  continually 
asleep  unless  disturbed  by  cough ;  sleepiness  passes  into  coma  and  death, 
which  is  easy  and  without  dyspnoea. 

Tracheal  Diphtheria. — Now  and  then  a  case  will  be  met  with  in 
which  the  disease  is  almost  limited  to  the  trachea. 

The  tracheitis  is  not  primary,  but  is  preceded  by  a  diphtheritic 
affection  of  the  fauces  or  larynx,  which  may  have  been  slight  or  severe, 
(i.)  The  primary  sore  throat  may  be  attended  by  the  least  possible  exuda- 
tion, and  the  laryngitis  be  indicated  by  nothing  more  than  a  little  hoarse- 
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ness,  and  perhaps  a  few  shreds  of  false  membrane  seen  by  the  laryngo- 
scope. In  about  seven  days  from  the  first  signs  of  illness  the  patient 
begins  to  expectorate  casts  from  the  trachea,  (ii.)  Or,  after  a  severe  and 
regular  attack  of  diphtheritic  angina  and  croup  (which  will  in  some  cases 
have  rendered  tracheotomy  necessary),  the  patient  seems  to  be  fairly  con- 
valescent, when  the  disease  relapses  in  the  tracheal  form,  expectoration 
of  false  membrane  occurs,  but  no  recurrence  of  angina  faucium  or  of 
laryngitis. 

This  tracheal  diphtheria  often  deserves  the  name  of  chronic,  the 
patient  expectorating  casts  of  the  trachea  from  time  to  time  for  two 
months  or  even  longer  from  the  beginning  of  the  disease.  Albumiiniria, 
amblyopia,  and  paralytic  symptoms  may  concur.  The  prognosis  is 
doubtful ;  some  patients  die  in  one  way  or  another,  and  some  survive. 

Diagnosis. — 1.  Catarrhal  laryngitis  (catarrhal  croup)  and  diphtheritic 
laryngitis  cannot  be  distinguished  during  life  unless  false  membrane 
be  coughed  up,  or  be  seen  upon  the  larynx  or  fauces.  Catarrhal 
croup  is  never  fatal,  however  severe  the  dyspnoea  be  for  a  time,  unless 
the  inflammation  spread  to  the  bronchi  so  that  the  patient  really  dies 
from  suffocating  bronchitis.  A  case  of  croup  which  becomes  steadily 
worse  is  probably  diphtheritic.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  what  seems  to 
be  catarrhal  croup  may  be  diphtheria  in  its  slightest  form. 

2.  The  respiratory  stridor  in  some  cases  of  catarrhal  croup  is  excess- 
ive, and  reaches  a  height  of  noisiness  which  is  uncommon  in  diphtheritic 
croup.  This  stridulous  laryngitis  is  especially  apt  to  occur  in  measles 
just  before  the  rash  comes  out ;  the  dyspnoea  and  distress  of  the  patient 
are  great ;  the  rash  appears,  and  the  croupy  symptoms  speedily  subside. 
The  croup  which  occurs  in  measles  from  four  to  fourteen  days  after  the 
appearance  of  the  rash  is  a  more  serious  disease ;  it  often  renders 
tracheotomy  necessary,  and  is  usually  laryngeal  diphtheria. 

3.  Spasmodic  croup  (spasmodic  laryngitis,  Millar's  acute  asthma  for 
the  most  part)  is  distinguished  from  other  kinds  of  croup  on  account  of  a 
peculiarity  in  the  course  of  the  dyspnoea.  The  onset  (as  in  all  sorts  of 
croup)  is  marked  by  dysphonia  and  stridor.  Dyspnoea  soon  follows  and 
attains  a  high  degree,  especially  in  the  middle  of  "the  night.  After 
urgent  dyspnoea  has  lasted  from  half  an  hour  to  two  hours  it  begins  to 
abate,  and  soon  becomes  slight,  the  dysphonia  and  stridor  continuing. 
Such  attacks  of  dyspnoea  are  prone  to  recur  for  two  or  three  nights  in 
succession,  each  fit  being  less  severe  than  the  foregoing.  Now  and  then 
(but  very  seldom)  diphtheritic  croup  will  take  on  the  spasmodic  form, 
wherefore  it  is  prudent  not  to  be  too  confident  in  pronouncing  at  first 
upon  the  benignant  nature  of  spasmodic  croup.  Laryngismus  stridulus 
cannot  possibly  be  mistaken  for  diphtheritic  croup. 

4.  When  a  child  has  inhaled  a  foreign  body  which  sticks  in  the 
larynx,  and  when  the  history  of  the  occurrence  of  the  accident  is  wanting 
or  vintrustworthy,  it  is  easy  to  mistake  such  a  case  for  croup.  It  Avill 
hardly  be  possible  to  gain  any  help  from  the  laryngoscope.  At  the  in- 
stant of  the  foreign  body  entering  the  glottis  urgent  dyspnoea  occurs,  so 
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that  an  attack  of  laryngismus  is  simulated,  and  the  patient  may  die  on  the 
spot.  But  if  he  survive  the  dyspncea  abates,  and  then  the  case  simulates 
croup.  The  diagnosis  sometimes  cannot  be  made  until  after  tracheotomy 
by  exploring  the  larynx  by  means  of  a  probe  passed  upwards  through  the 
wound. 

5.  Exacerbations  of  dyspnoea  occurring  in  children  suffering  from 
pectoral  diseases,  such  as  hydrothorax  and  acute  pulmonary  consumption, 
sometimes  strongly  simulate  croup  ;  and  the  more  so  when  the  dyspnoea  is 
attended  by  a  husky  cough. 

6.  In  the  case  of  adults  the  diseases  most  likely  to  simulate  laryn- 
geal diphtheria  are  sundry  forms  of  laryngitis,  oedema  glottidis,  laryngeal 
paralysis  coming  on  suddenly,  and  hysterical  laryngismus.  But  in  adults 
the  laryngoscope  is  available. 

Tpeatment.-i — Inasmuch  as  we  cannot  apply  germicides  to  the  air- 
passages,  and  as  we  possess  no  antidote  to  diphtheritic  poison  in  the 
blood,  it  follows  that  for  us  no  direct  specific  treatment  of  laryngeal 
diphtheria  is  possible.^  Moreover,  very  little,  short  of  tracheotomy,  can 
be  done  to  mitigate  the  most  distressing  symptom.  To  surround  the 
patient  with  pure,  warm,  and  somewhat  moist  air  would  seem  to  be  indi- 
cated by  common  sense.  The  only  local  application  which  can  be  recom- 
mended is  that  of  ice  or  of  ice-cold  water  to  the  front  of  the  neck. 
Emetics  are  best  avoided ;  they  empty  the  stomach  of  food,  and  any  good 
they  may  do  to  the  dyspnoea  is  very  temporary ;  usually  they  do  no 
good  at  all. 

When  the  dyspnoea  becomes  considerable  the  remedy  of  tracheotomy 
must  not  be  deferred  too  long.  It  removes  the  laryngeal  dyspnoea,  but 
lividity  often  persists,  and  pulmonary  dyspnoea  often  supervenes  and  kills 
the  patient,  as  has  been  already  described.  Tracheotomy  is  sometimes 
followed  by  evils  of  its  own,  for  example,  (i.)  Emphysema  of  the  medias- 
tinum, due,  according  to  Dr.  Champneys,  to  the  fascia  being  stripped  off 
from  the  trachea  in  the  operation,  (ii.)  Pneumothorax  and  mediastinal 
suppuration  are  apt  to  follow  emphysema  of  the  mediastinum,  (iii.) 
Thrombosis,  starting  from  veins  injured  dui'ing  the  operation,  and  possibly 
extending  so  far  as  the  right  auricle,  (iv.)  Embolism  of  a  large  branch 
of  the  pulmonary  artery,  possibly  followed  by  gangrene  of  the  cor- 
responding portion  of  lung,  (v.)  Ulceration  of  the  trachea,  due  to  irrita- 
tion set  up  by  the  end  of  the  canula.  (vi.)  Sloughing  or  phagedsenic 
ulceration  due  to  septic  infection  of  the  wound. 

Tracheotomy,  although  it  usually  raises  the  temperature  of  the  body, 
does  not  always  do  so.  It  is  a  bad  sign  when  the  nostrils  act  strongly, 
or  when  the  breathing  through  the  canula  becomes  sawing  or  hissing. 

Young  children  after  tracheotomy  should  be  fed  by  means  of  an  india- 
rubber  catheter  passed  through  a  nostril  into  the  oesophagus,  and  the 
same  method  should  be  employed  in  all  cases  which  show  any  tendency 
for  the  drink  swallowed  to  pass  into  the  larynx. 

The  tube  should  be  removed  as  soon  as  possible,  nor  is  it  too  early  to 
1  Refer  to  the  last  chapter  upon  the  Serum  Treatment. 


752 


SYSTEM  OF  MEDICINE 


make  the  attempt  within  twenty-four  hours  after  the  operation.  But 
sometimes  the  tube  cannot  be  removed  for  a  long  time  after,  or,  indeed, 
cannot  be  removed  at  all.  The  cause  of  the  difficulty  is  not  always  the 
same.  An  abundant  growth  of  granulations  sometimes  obstructs  the 
windpipe  about  the  wound  ;  this  is  said  to  be  especially  the  case  when 
the  cricoid  cartilage  has  been  divided.  Cicatricial  contraction  of  the 
windpipe  above  or  below  the  wound  is  another  possible  cause  of  obstruc- 
tion. The  trachea  is  sometimes  dislocated  backwards,  so  that  the  channel 
of  the  windpijje  below  the  wound  is  not  continuous  with  that  above. 
But  in  many  cases  it  is  hard  to  say  what  the  cause  of  the  difficulty  is, 
and  little  or  no  help  can  be  gained  from  the  use  of  the  laryngoscope. 
Paralysis  of  the  glottic  dilators  is  an  explanation  possible  in  some 
patients ;  in  some  the  emotion  of  fear  seems  to  play  a  large  part  in 
aggravating  any  distress  which  follows  removal  of  the  tube.  In  many  of 
these  doubtful  cases  time  alone  will  suffice  to  cure. 

The  use  of  tubage  or  intubation  of  the  glottis  is  a  topic  which  hai'dly 
needs  to  be  discussed  with  reference  to  diphtheritic  laryngitis.  In  this 
disease  tubage  is  not  a  reasonable  method  of  treatment  unless,  in  a  given 
case,  we  know  that  the  exudation  is  confined  to  the  larynx  and  will  not 
spread  beyond  it.^  But  these  are  certainties  to  which  we  cannot  attain, 
and  in  practice  we  have  nothing  more  to  guide  us  than  probabilities 
which  may  be  high  or  which  may  be  low.  If  we  can  Ijelieve  that  the 
croup  is  not  membranous,  or  that,  if  membranous,  the  disease  does  not 
extend  below  the  larynx,  we  may  be  disposed  to  try  intubation,  but 
always  with  the  prospect  of  having  to  perform  tracheotomy  afterwards. 
My  own  opinion  is  that  tracheotomy  should  be  preferred  in  all  cases. 
Difficulties  and  dangers  attend  tracheotomy,  and  tubage  is  not  free  from 
them.  What  are  called  statistics  are  of  little  value  in  determining 
the  relative  merit  of  the  two  operations,  and  are  of  no  value  at  all,  if 
among  successful  intubations  are  to  be  reckoned  cases  in  which  the  tube 
passed  out  per  anum. 

C.  Nasal  Diphtheria 

Diphtheritic  membranes  in  the  nose  are  often  associated  with  diphtheria 
of  the  fauces,  a  combination  which  usually  indicates  a  severe  form  of  the 
disease,  but  not  always.  Very  slight  pellicular  sore  throat,  so  slight 
that  its  diphtheritic  nature  is  doubtful,  may  be  attended  and  followed  by 
puriform  discharge  from  the  nose,  the  patient  in  all  other  respects  seem- 
ing to  be  in  good  health  ;  and  yet  this  discharge  will  be  capable  of  con- 
veying diphtheria  to  other  people.  Still  the  rule  is,  as  aforesaid,  that 
diphtheria  affecting  both  throat  and  nose  is  malignant  or  pestilent 
diphtheria. 

Diphtheria  sometimes  affects  the  nose  alone,  so  far  as  can  be  made 
out.    The  sign  of  this  form,  as  of  all  forms,  of  nasal  diphtheria  is  stuffing 

^  See  the  hist  chapter  ou  the  Berum  Treatment. 
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of  the  nose  and  a  puriform  discharge,  sometimes  offensive,  sometimes 
bloody,  and  often  very  irritant  to  the  nostrils  and  upper  lip.  The 
haemorrhage  is  sometimes  sufficient  to  weaken  the  patient,  or  even  to  be 
the  cause  of  death.  The  redness  and  swelling  may  spread  from  the 
nostrils  so  as  to  affect  the  whole  nose  and  the  eyelids.  The  swelling  is 
sometimes  attended  by  erysipelatous  redness  of  the  skin.  Yet  it  may 
happen  that  there  shall  be  no  discharge,  and  stuffiness  be  the  only  sign 
of  nasal  disease.  Very  seldom  do  membranes  come  away  so  as  to  be 
discovered  in  the  discharge ;  they  can  sometimes  be  seen  by  inspection 
of  the  nasal  fossse,  more  commonly  they  are  limited  to  the  hinder  parts 
of  those  cavities. 

The  glands  at  the  angle  of  the  jaw  tend  to  be  swollen,  tender,  and 
painful.  Should  one  nostril  alone  be  affected,  the  glands  will  be  enlarged 
upon  the  same  side. 

The  general  symptoms  of  diphtheria  confined  to  the  nose  are  usually 
marked  enough,  but  they  are  often  supposed  to  be  due  to  a  common 
cold  in  the  head,  and  are  not  much  attended  to.  Albuminuria  is  usually 
present  during  the  time  of  the  nasal  discharge,  and  even  for  some  time 
afterwards.  Paralysis  will  follow  in  some  cases,  and  may  present  this 
peculiarity,  that  the  fauces  are  not  affected  even  although  the  limbs 
suffer  severely. 

Nasal  diphtheria  is  to  be  treated  upon  the  same  principles  as  faucial 
diphtheria. 

D.  Other  Local  Forms  of  Diphtheria 

Otitis  media  is  sometimes  diphtheritic,  and  false  membranes  are 
found  in  the  tympanum  after  death.  The  amount  of  associated  faucial 
disease  may  be  considerable  or  may  be  slight,  even  so  slight  that  its 
nature  is  doubtful.  The  signs  of  otitis  are  the  same  as  those  of  other 
forms  of  the  disease.  The  diagnosis  depends  upon  the  discovery  of 
diphtheria  elsewhere.  Erysipelas  of  the  ear  and  neighbouring  parts 
sometimes  follows  upon  rupture  of  the  tympanic  membrane.  Chronic 
otorrhcea  may  ensue. 

A  portion  of  the  skin  which  is  excoriated  or  blistered  is  prone  to  be 
attacked  by  diphtheria  in  a  patient  already  suffering  from  that  disease  ; 
the  membrane,  if  thick,  looks  very  much  like  a  layer  of  lard.  The  skin 
around  is  often  erysipelatous. 

A  granulating  wound  is  very  seldom  attacked,  the  wound  of  tracheo- 
tomy often  becomes  foul  and  phagedsenic,  but  anything  like  false  membrane 
is  rarely  or  never  seen. 

Conjunctival  diphtheria  (which  is  said  to  be  sometimes  due  to  the 
disease  spreading  up  the  lachrymal  passages),  and  diphtheria  of  the  vulva, 
vagina,  anus,  or  prepuce,  are  diseases  very  uncommon  in  England. 

The  oesophagus  is  seldom  affected.  This  form  of  disease  affords  no 
characteristic  symptoms,  and  is  usually  not  suspected  during  life  unless  a 
membranous  cast  be  rejected. 
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Diphtheria  of  the  stomach  has  been  referred  to  in  the  chapter  on 
vomiting. 

E.  Latent  Diphtheria 

The  diphtheritic  poison  may  affect  the  throat  without  being  revealed 
by  the  formation  of  false  memljrane.  In  this  case  the  mncous  membrane 
is  either  red,  swollen,  tender  and  jjainful,  or  it  looks  quite  natural.  The 
former  condition  cannot  be  distinguished  from  simple  inflamed  or 
catarrhal  sore  throat,  unless  there  be  good  reason  for  believing  that  the 
patient  has  been  exposed  to  the  operation  of  the  diphtheritic  poison, 
unless  the  specific  bacillus  be  found  in  the  secretions,  unless  the 
patient  convey  diphtheria  to  some  neighbour,  or  unless  the  peculiar 
paralytic  symptoms  follow  what  seemed  to  be  a  common  sore  thi'oat. 
After  a  manifest  attack  of  diphtheritic  angina  faucium  the  throat  may 
seem  to  have  returned  to  its  normal  condition,  and  yet  the  microscope 
may  discover  the  specific  bacillus  in  the  secretions,  even  after  a  consider- 
able time  (seven  months,  it  is  said)  has  elapsed  since  the  cessation  of  the 
disease. 

Diphtheria  of  the  larynx  is  often  latent ;  that  is  to  say,  a  patient  has 
croup,  and  from  first  to  last  it  is  impossible  to  say  whether  the  disease  be 
diphtheritic  or  not. 

Latent  nasal  dijDhtheria  is  either  primary  or  secondary  :  (i.)  A  patient 
has  a  discharge  from  one  or  both  nostrils,  which  is  deemed  at  first  to  1)6 
a  simple  coryza,  and  which,  if  the  disease  last  several  weeks,  is  supposed 
to  be  due  to  syphilis,  disease  of  the  turbinate  bones,  or  of  the  maxillary 
antrum  ;  and  surgical  proceedings  may  be  recommended.  But  the  debility 
of  the  patient  is  noted  to  be  greater  than  the  local  disease  can  account 
for,  or  the  urine  is  found  to  be  albuminous,  or  paralytic  symptoms  occur, 
and  thus  the  true  nature  of  the  disease  becomes  apparent,  (ii. )  The  latent 
nasal  diphtheria  which  is  secondary  to  a  manifest  attack  of  the  disease 
has  been  already  described. 

S.  Gee. 

Serum  Treatment 

As  explained  elsewhere  [see  art.  on  "  Serum  Therapeutics  "],  in  certain 
diseases  the  blood  serum  of  artificially  protected  animals,  if  injected  into 
others  still  susceptible,  has  a  protective  power ;  and  Behring  conceived 
the  idea  that  a  similar  treatment  might  be  adopted  in  diphtheria  (1). 
He  found  that  it  could  be  used  not  only  as  a  protecting  agent,  but  also  as 
a  cure  (2),  and  after  many  trials  he  succeeded  in  producing  a  serum  strong 
enough  to  be  of  use  for  man.  From  that  time  to  this  modifications  have 
continually  been  introduced  by  Behring  himself  and  by  others,  which 
have  enabled  us  to  produce  stronger  and  stronger  preparations  of  the 
serum  :  to  describe  these  in  detail  is  beyond  the  scope  of  the  present 
article.  To  Aronson  we  owe  the  employment  of  horses,  from  which 
animals  the  serum  now  in  use  is  obtained. 

The  new  remedy  was  first  employed,  and  the  first  accounts  of  its 
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effects  were  published  by  Berlin  physicians  (3,  4).  Their  results  were 
confirmed  in  Paris  by  Roux,  and  by  other  physicians  in  Germany. 
Since  then  it  has  been  used  all  over  the  world. 

It  is  unnecessary  now,  and  will  probably  be  still  less  needful  when 
these  words  are  published,  to  quote  at  length  the  great  number  of  clinical 
and  statistical  papers  on  which  our  judgment  has  been  formed.  They 
have  been  collected  and  excellently  analysed  up  to  July  1895  by 
Welch.  No  one  man  has  published  finer  work  upon  the  subject  than 
Baginsky,  whose  book,  besides  resting  on  a  larger  number  of  cases 
than  has  fallen  to  the  lot  of  any  other  physician,  contains  the  most  cogent 
proof  of  the  value  of  the  serum  ever  yet  brought  forward.  Between  15  th 
March  1894  and  15th  March  1895  he  treated  by  the  antitoxin  525 
children  up  to  fourteen  years  of  age,  of  whom  83,  or  15 '6  per  cent,  died. 
The  supply  of  serum  failed  about  August  and  September,  and  during  that 
time  126  children  were  treated  without  the  antitoxin,  of  whom  61,  or 
4  8  "4  per  cent,  died.  When  the  serum  was  resumed  the  mortality  at  once 
fell  again.    The  higher  rate  is  about  the  level  of  previous  years. 

At  the  Eastern  Hospital  in  London  (8),  from  1st  January  1893  to 
22nd  October  1894,  797  patients  under  fifteen  years  of  age  were  treated 
by  the  old  methods,  of  whom  310,  or  3 8  "8  per  cent,  died.  From  23rd 
October  to  27th  November  1894,  72  such  patients  were  treated  by  the 
antitoxin,  of  whom  only  14,  or  19  "4  per  cent,  died. 

At  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital  (9)  we  treated,  during  1893  and  the 
first  part  of  1894,  95  cases  under  ten  years  of  age  with  50  deaths,  a  rate 
of  52'7  per  cent.  Between  1st  July  1894  and  8th  July  1895,  50  cases 
of  the  same  age  were  treated  with  the  antitoxin,  of  whom  only  8  died,  a 
rate  of  16  per  cent.  This  fall  in  the  death-rate  must  be  a  little  dis- 
counted; first,  because  proportionately  more  patients  were  admitted  in  the 
first  three  days  after  symptoms  were  noticed ;  and,  secondly,  because 
proportionately  fewer  patients  were  admitted  under  two  years  of  age 
during  the  second  period  than  during  the  first.  But  the  difference  thus 
made  is,  when  calculated,  slight,  and  if  by  grouping  like  cases  with  like 
the  numbers  are  more  closely  compared,  the  value  of  the  serum  is  more 
clearly  shown.  Thus,  of  cases  in  which  the  diphtheria  affected  together 
with  othfer  parts  the  nose — 

During  the  first  period  28  died  out  of  39 
„        second  „       3    „        „  12 
Of  cases  in  which  both  fauces  and  larynx,  but  not  the  nose,  were 
affected — 

During  the  first  period  16  died  out  of  39 
„  second  ,,  4  ,,  „  20 
Of  tracheotomy  cases — 

During  the  first  period  39  died  out  of  67 
„        second  ,,       6    „       ,,  32 

Most  physicians  agree  that  under  this  treatment  the  local  symptoms 
clear  up  with  much  greater  rapidity  than  of  old.    That  the  disease  is 
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also  robbed  of  its  power  on  the  constitution  is  proved  partly  by  the  great 
fall  in  the  death-rate  and  partly  by  clinical  observation.  It  does  not, 
however,  appear  to  influence  the  temperature  (9),  and  whether  paralysis 
occurs  less  often  now  is  still  doubtful.  Hayward  (9)  found  that  of  the 
above  50  cases  only  2  showed  any  trace  of  paralysis ;  however,  the 
number  is  but  small,  and,  moreover,  the  average  rate  of  incidence  is  an 
unknown  quantity.  No  hospitals  retain  their  patients  long  enough  to 
settle  the  question,  and  I  have  had  many  out-patients  suff'ering  with  these 
symptoms  who  had  been  discharged  from  hospitals  as  cured.  Albuminuria 
is  certainly  not  more — in  our  case  it  was  rather  less — frequent  under  this 
treatment,  and  the  same  is  true  of  nephritis. 

Dr.  Gee  thinks  it  probable  that  intubation  will  now  be  of  more  use  than 
hitherto.  The  great  objection  to  intubation  has  been  that  it  affords  no 
egress  for  the  membranes  continuously  formed  in  the  trachea.  If  by 
serum  we  can  stop  the  formation  of  membrane  the  objection  ceases  to  be 
valid. 

In  some  cases  the  injection  of  the  serum  is  followed  by  a  rash, 
erythematous  or  urti carious,  upon  the  skin  [see  also  art.  on  "Serum 
Therapeutics  "].  In  a  few  cases  there  is  itching,  but  it  has  no  other  ill 
effect,  and  it  passes  off  sometimes  within  a  few  hours,  sometimes  within  a 
few  days.  Less  often — we  have  never  seen  it — there  is  pain  and  swell- 
ing in  some  of  the  joints,  which  is  also  transient.  Both  these  effects  are 
due  rather  to  the  serum  than  to  the  antitoxin — whatever  that  may  be — 
which  it  contains ;  and  the  smaller  the  dose  of  serum  the  less  likely  are 
these  symptoms  to  occur. 

The  injections  are  best  made  deeply  into  the  buttock.  The  syringe 
must  be  such  that  it  can  be  perfectly  sterilised  by  lioiling,  and  should 
hold  at  least  10  c.c.  It  is  best  to  connect  it  with  the  needle  by  an  india- 
rubber  tube.  The  whole  should  be  boiled  before  each  injection,  and  the 
skin  washed  first  with  soap  and  water,  and  then  with  a  solution  of 
carbolic  acid.  The  puncture  should  afterwards  be  covered  with  a  small 
piece  of  isinglass  plaster,  or  similar  protective  [see  art.  on  "  Serum  Thera- 
peutics "].  The  dose  varies  with  the  different  preparations  of  serum.  Of 
Klein's  serum,  which  we  are  now  using  at  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital, 
we  give  5-8  c.c.  once  or  twice  daily  for  several  days,  or  even  oftener, 
according  to  the  severity  of  the  case.  In  serious  cases  the  treatment 
must  be  pushed  to  get  the  full  effect  immediately,  or  as  quickly  as 
possible.  Especially  where  there  is  broncho-pneumonia  the  injections 
shoidd  be  practised  energetically  ;  for  Dr.  Kanthack  and  Mr.  J.  W.  W. 
Stephens  have  shown  that  in  such  cases  the  lungs  generally,  if  not  always, 
contain  the  diphtheria  bacilli  in  enormous  numbers  ;  in  other  words,  the 
amount  of  poison  to  be  rendered  harmless  is  very  considerable  (vide  mpra). 

The  strongest  serum  is  the  best.  ...^  tt 

°  W.  P.  Herringham. 
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TETANUS 

Syn. — Greek,  reravos  (a  straining,  from  reiVw) ;  Latin,  Pdgor  Nervorum 
(Celsus) ;  Germ.,  Starrkrampf. 

Tetanus  may  occur  in  any  person  of  either  sex,  at  any  age  ;  it  may 
ensue  from  any  wound  at  any  part  of  the  body,  and  in  any  condition 
of  the  wound  ;  or  without  any  apparent  wound.  It  less  often  follows 
wounds  of  the  trunk  than  of  the  extremities,  and  wounds  of  the  lower 
extremities  give  rise  to  it  more  frequently  than  those  of  other  parts  ]  but 
it  does  not  appear  that  wounds  of  the  feet  or  hands  are  more  liable  to 
cause  it  than  those  of  other  parts  of  the  limbs.  On  the  whole,  however, 
it  occurs  more  frequently  in  parts  exposed  to  contact  with  earth  and  dirt. 
How  the  popular  but  mistaken  idea  arose  that  it  has  any  especial  relation  to 
injuries  in  the  region  between  the  thumb  and  the  forefinger  is  not  easy 
to  tell.  It  is  most  likely  to  occur  in  cases  of  severe  or  lacerated  wounds, 
or  when  some  foreign  body  is  lodged  in  a  simple  incised  wound,  or  in 
compound  fractures  or  burns.  It  may  ensue  upon  a  mere  scratch ;  the 
slightest  wounds,  such  as  those  caused  by  subcutaneous  injections  ;  dilation 
of  the  neck  of  the  uterus  by  a  sponge-tent ;  after  confinements  (the  post- 
parturient  cases  are  said  to  be  especially  fatal) ;  after  cupping  ;  the  insertion 
of  a  seton  ;  the  extraction  of  a  tooth;  the  injection  of  a  hydrocele;^  or 
the  plugging  of  a  nostril  for  epistaxis.  In  a  woman  in  Addenbrooke's 
Hospital  the  only  discoverable  local  lesion  was  a  chronic  ulcer  of  the  leg. 
It  has  also  been  known  to  take  place  after  complete  cicatrisation  of  the 
wound  (4).  In  horses  it  is  said  to  be  caused  by  wounds  in  the 
gums  from  eating  straw ;  and  cases  supposed  to  be  idiopathic  may 
have  originated  in  this  way.  It  is  liable  to  follow  exposure  to  cold 
and  a  damp,  chilly  atmosphere,  as  in  the  cases  of  wounded  soldiers 
lying  upon  the  field  of  battle.  In  an  early  case  of  ovariotomy  in 
the  country,  long  before  the  days  of  antiseptic  surgery,  all  had  gone  on 
well,  the  wound  had  nearly  healed,  and  I  had  taken  my  leave  of  the 
patient,  when  tetanus  supervened  and  proved  fatal.  I  witnessed  another 
fatal  case  after  ovariotomy,  with  antiseptic  precautions,  performed  by  the 
late  Dr.  Meadows.  I  judge  that  the  disease  has  been  less  frequent  since 
the  introduction  of  the  antiseptic  method  in  the  treatment  of  wounds ; 
and  we  may  hope  that  this  immunity  will  be  still  more  observable  as  the 
new  methods  are  more  generally  and  completely  carried  out,  and  a  more 
thorough  cleansing  and  quicker  healing  of  wounds  effected. 

For  obvious  reasons  the  disease  is  more  frequent  in  men  than  in 
women,  and  it  is  said  to  he  less  fatal  in  women.  I  have  seen  three  cases 
in  women,  and  it  proved  fatal  in  all.  One  female  infant,  whose  case  is 
subsequently  mentioned,  recovered.    It  is  most  frequent  between  the 

'  Gross  relates  that  in  a  lad  who  had  a  bruised  chin  with  a  small  ulcer  on  the  tougue 
probably  caused  at  the  same  time,  and  who  died  of  tetanus,  a  large  hydatid  was  found,  in  the 
liver. 
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ages  of  ten  and  twenty,  and  is  rare  after  sixty  (20).  It  is  much  more 
common  in  warm  countiies  than  in  temperate  regions,  which  is  somewhat 
remarkable,  seeing  that  its  occurrence  in  the  latter  is  often  attriljutable  to 
exposure  to  cold  and  damp.  It  sometimes  occurs  as  an  epidemic.  Gross 
says  (I  do  not  know  upon  what  authority)  that  in  1858  it  appeared  in 
rapid  succession  in  several  of  the  London  hospitals.  Macnamara  (5)  states 
that  in  Bengal  tetanus  has  been  observed  to  occur  especially  after  changes 
of  temperature,  and  that  it  is  rarely  absent  from  the  hospitals  of  Calcutta. 
He  adds  that  within  a  period  of  five  years  83  cases  were  treated  in  the 
surgical  wards  of  the  Mayo  Hospital ;  of  these,  44  were  traumatic,  and 
24  (a  small  proportion)  died:  of  the  remaining  39  idiopathic  cases  10 
died  (3,  21).  It  is  more  freqixent  and  more  fatal  in  military  than  in  civil 
practice.  The  records,  however,  of  the  "  Great  Rebellion  "  (see  appendix) 
are  more  favourable  than  those  usually  given  of  the  results  in  civil 
practice. 

G.  M.  H. 

Pathology. — Although  it  is  only  within  recent  years  that  any  proof 
of  the  bacterial  origin  of  tetanus  has  been  forthcoming,  this  disease  has 
for  some  time  been  classified  by  surgeons  amongst  the  specific  infective 
fevers  of  septic  origin.  Perhaps  one  of  the  most  remarkable  foreshadow- 
ings  of  the  exact  nature  of  tetanus  is  given  by  Sir  James  Simjoson,  who, 
writing  in  1854,  says  :  "Tetanus  is  known  to  follow  wounds  very  various 
in  their  degree  of  severity.  .  .  .  The  disease,  when  developed,  essentially 
consists  of  an  exalted  or  superexcited  state  of  the  reflex  spinal  system,  or 
of  some  segment  or  portion  of  that  system."  He  then  goes  on  to  say  :  "  We 
have  in  obstetric  pathology  evidence  almost  amounting  to  certainty  that 
the  analogous  superexcitable  state  of  the  cerebro-spinal  system  of  nerves 
which  gives  rise  to  eclampsia  or  puerperal  convulsions  is  generally  pro- 
duced by  the  existence  of  a  morbid  poison  in  the  blood.  And  it  seems 
not  impossible  that  the  generation  of  a  special  blood  poison,  at  the  site 
of  the  wound  or  elsewhere,  may  sometimes  in  the  same  way  give  rise 
to  obstetrical  and  surgical  tetanus."  He  further  pointed  out  that  the 
symptoms  of  this  disease  are  comparable  to  those  produced  by  strychnine 
and  brucine.  It  was,  however,  found  impossible  by  clinical  observation  to 
determine  the  nature  of  this  poison,  and  it  was  not  until  several  years 
after  the  publication  of  Koch's  experiments  on  septictemia  that  this 
poison  was  proved  to  be  the  result  of  the  activity  of  a  micro-organism 
which  had  found  a  nidus  in  injured  tissues. 

Most  of  the  earlier  experiments  were  directed  to  the  discoA^ery  of 
micro-organisms  in  the  blood,  in  the  lymphatics  around  a  wound,  or  along 
the  course  of  the  peripheral  and  central  nerves.  Simpson  says  that 
attempts  had  been  made  even  before  his  time  to  reproduce  the  disease 
experimentally  by  injections  of  the  blood  of  patients  who  had  suc- 
cumbed to  tetanus.  But  all  such  attempts  were  fruitless,  and  the  matter 
was  eventually  settled  by  a  very  different  line  of  experiment. 

Carle  and  Rattone,  in  1884,  discovered  a  virus  in  tetanus  that  could 
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be  inoci;lated  from  man  to  animals  (of  twelve  rabbits  inoculated,  all  except 
one  were  attacked) ;  they  regarded  this  virus  as  a  contagium  vivum, 
probably  a  bacterium.  In  the  following  year  Nicolaier  published  his  dis- 
sertation, in  which  he  recorded  his  success  in  obtaining  from  pus 
a  virus  which  he  was  able  to  propagate  outside  the  living  organism ; 
he  also  found  that  certain  animals,  such  as  rabbits,  guinea-pigs  and  mice, 
when  inoculated  with  particles  of  soil  obtained  either  from  the  streets  or 
from  cultivated  land,  became  affected  by  symptoms  which  he  described  as 
tetanic  in  character  and  as  identical  with  those  observed  in  man.  This 
soil,  introduced  into  a  little  pocket  under  the  skin,  was  almost  invariably 
followed  by  an  abscess.  The  pus  in  this  abscess  was  found  to  contain 
several  species  of  micro-organisms,  one  of  which  (although  he  carried  on 
cultivations  for  seven  generations  he  could  never  obtain  absolutely  pure) 
he  identified  as  being  specially  active  in  setting  up  tetanic  convulsions. 
He  described  this  organism  as  a  small,  slender  bacillus,  somewhat  longer 
but  thinner  than  Koch's  bacillus  of  mouse  septicaemia,  but  he  gave  no 
further  specific  features  of  identification.  In  1886  Rosenbach  corroborated 
and  established  Nicolaier's  observations,  by  inoculating  two  guinea-pigs 
with  pus  from  a  tetanic  patient,  which  produced  tetanic  muscular  con- 
traction like  that  invariably  produced  by  the  inoculation  of  Nicolaier's 
earth.  Rosenbach  also  produced  evidence  that  one  of  two  bacilli  was 
probably  the  cause  of  the  tetanic  condition  :  (a)  a  rapidly-growing,  thick 
bacillus,  which  developed  large  spores,  and  had  the  power  of  peptonising 
serum ;  {h)  a  slender  bacillus,  which  first  appeared  in  the  liquefied  serum, 
and  then  formed  spores.  He  agreed  with  Nicolaier  that  the  tetanus 
bacillus  was  probably  the  small  and  slender  organism. 

It  was  not  till  1889  that  the  tetanus  bacillus  was  obtained  in  pure 
cultures  by  Kitasato,  and  also  by  Tizzoni  and  Cattani,  who  were  able  to 
separate  the  specific  tetanus  organism,  as  at  present  recognised,  from  the 
pus  of  the  abscesses  occurring  in  cases  of  tetanus,  and  from  the  tissues 
immediately  surrounding  these  abscesses.  Knud  Faber,  in  investiga- 
tions carried  on  about  the  same  time  as  those  of  Kitasato,  although  not 
successful  in  obtaining  a  pure  culture  of  the  tetanus  bacillus,  states  that 
his  experiments  support  Kitasato's  view  that  the  organism  is  an  obligate 
anaerobe.  He  was  the  first  to  obtain  by  filtration  of  very  virulent  tetanus 
cultures  a  perfectly  germ-free  filtrate  which,  when  inoculated  into  animals, 
reproduced  the  whole  of  the  disease  phenomena  of  experimental  tetanus. 

The  organism  described  by  these  authors,  and  now  recognised  as  the 
specific  cause  of  tetanus,  usually  occurs  as  delicate  threads,  and  it 
varies  in  length  from  4  yoi  or  5  /a  long,  to  but  slender  threads ;  these 
are  slightly  thicker  than  the  bacillus  of  mouse  septicaemia  (one  of 
the  smallest  organisms  known),  and  the  ends  are  somewhat  rovmded. 
In  the  shorter  rods,  which  are  non-motile  during  this  stage,  spores 
usually  make  their  appearance  at  blood  temperature  in  about  thirty 
hours  after  multiplication  has  commenced ;  but  at  the  temperature 
of  the  room  they  are  not  observed  until  about  a  week  has  elapsed 
from  the  commencement  of  the  growth,  although  the  organism  con- 
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tinues  to  grow  readily  enough  at  this  temperature.  Until  the  spores 
begin  to  form,  the  threads  are  usually  motile,  and  the  segmenta- 
tion into  short  rods  may  be  incomplete ;  but  as  soon  as  sporulation  com- 
mences, the  segments  become  more  perfectly  marked  out,  they  become 
motionless,  and  a  clear  point  is  observed  at  one  end  of  the  rod ;  this 
becomes  larger  and  larger  until  it  causes  marked  distension  of  the  end 
of  the  bacillus  in  Avhich  it  is  developed,  and  thus  is  formed  what  is 
known  as  the  "pin-head"  or  "drum-stick"  bacillus.  This  organism 
grows  best  at  a  temperature  of  from  36°  C.  to  that  of  the  blood.  Below 
14°  C.  it  becomes  inactive  :  at  42°  C.  to  43°  C.  it  also  becomes  less  active, 
and  undergoes  what  are  looked  upon  as  degenerative  changes,  involution 
forms  being  pretty  constantly  developed ;  and  exposure  to  a  tempera- 
ture of  from  60°  C.  to  65°  C.  rapidly  kills  off  the  bacillus,  but  does  not 
destroy  any  spores  that  may  have  been  formed.  These  spores  are  ex- 
ceedingly resistant,  even  to  moist  heat,  as  they  can  withstand  the  action 
of  water  at  a  temperature  of  80°  C.  even  for  an  hour  ;  whilst  steam  at  a 
temperature  of  100°  C.  does  not  appear  to  be  fatal  to  them  in  a  less 
time  than  five  minutes.  It  is  also  stated  that  it  requires  fifteen  hours  of 
treatment  with  a  1  in  20  watery  solution  of  carbolic  acid,  or  three  hours 
with  a  1  per  1000  corrosive  sublimate  solution,  to  kill  them.  Protected 
from  air  and  light  the  spore  may  retain  its  vitality  for  as  long  a  period 
as  twelve  months,  at  the  end  of  which  time  it  still  appears  to  be  capable, 
under  certain  conditions,  of  developing  into  the  vegetative  form.  The 
tetanus  bacillus  is  anaerobic,  and  grows  best  in  an  atmosphere  of  hydro- 
gen ;  it  appears,  however,  to  be  almost  as  inactive  in  the  presence  of 
carbonic  acid  gas  as  in  the  presence  of  more  than  traces  of  oxygen. 

This  bacillus  is  stained  by  Gram's  method.  The  spores  are  best 
stained  by  leaving  them  for  some  time  in  a  10  per  cent  alcoholic  solution 
of  basic  fuchsin,  10  parts,  added  to  100  parts  of  a  5  per  cent  watery 
solution  of  carbolic  acid.  The  specimen  may  be  left  in  this  stain  for 
about  twelve  hours ;  or  the  same  result  may  be  obtained  in  two  or  three 
minutes  if  the  solution  be  heated  until  steam  rises  from  it.  The  bacilli 
give  up  the  stain  in  25  per  cent  solutions  of  mineral  acids,  but  the 
s^jores  retain  it  firmly.  A  contrast  stain  is  obtained  by  placing  the 
specimen  for  a  couple  of  minutes  in  a  watery  solution  of  methylene  blue. 

The  tetanus  bacillus  has  been  found  in  garden  earth,  in  dust  from  the 
streets,  between  the  boards  of  the  floors  of  rooms,  and  in  the  pus  from 
certain  suppurating  wounds.  It  has  also  been  met  with  in  the  excrement 
of  animals,  especially  of  the  horse.  Marchesi  found  that  samples  of  soil 
freshly  gathered  often  give  rise  to  mixed  infections  in  which  tetanus  poison 
may  not  appear  to  play  a  part ;  but  if  to  the  same  soils  he  added  a  5  per 
cent  solution  of  carbolic  acid  (which  appears  to  kill  most  other  organisms), 
he  could  usually  demonstrate  their  tetanising  power;  other  infections  seldom 
or  never  occurring.  By  using  this  method  he  has  been  able  to  produce 
tetanus  symptoms,  not  always  at  the  first  attempt  but  often  on  the  second  ; 
and  he  points  out  that  the  absence  of  an  infection  after  the  first  inoculation 
does  not  necessarily  show  that  a  soil  contains  no  tetanising  organisms. 
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He  has  found  tetanus  bacilli  to  a  depth  of  two  metres ;  but,  below  that, 
soils  examined  by  him  had  not  the  power  of  inducing  tetanus  when 
inoculated  subcutaneously. 

It  always  occurs,  then,  in  these  positions  along  with  other  organisms, 
and,  from  the  fact  that  it  grows  anaerobically,  it  had,  as  we  have  seen, 
been  known  to  exist  for  five  years  before  any  one  succeeded  in  obtaining 
it  in  pure  culture.  Kitasato,  however,  at  last  overcame  the  difficulty  by 
taking  advantage  of  the  fact  that  the  spores  of  this  organism  are 
specially  resistant  to  the  influence  of  heat.  Taking  as  his  seed  material 
some  of  the  pus  from  the  wound  of  a  patient  suffering  from  tetanus,  he 
made  cultures  on  the  sui'face  of  agar-agar.  At  the  end  of  a  couple  of 
days  he  found  a  number  of  organisms  developed  on  the  nutrient  medium 
kept  at  the  temperature  of  the  body ;  and  amongst  these  were  charac- 
teristic tetanus  bacilli.  He  then  exposed  some  of  the  mixture  for  one 
hour  to  a  temperature  of  80°  C. ;  from  the  material  so  treated  he  made 
fresh  anaerobic  cultures,  and  in  a  certain  pi'oportion  of  these  he  was  able 
to  obtain  pure  groups  of  the  tetanus  bacillus.  It  should  be  pointed  out, 
however,  that  certain  anaerobic  bacilli,  which  may  even  be  mistaken  for 
the  tetanus  bacillus,  except  that  they  do  not  give  rise  to  a  similar  poison, 
may  form  spores  which  are  equally  resistant  to  the  action  of  heat.  This 
admixture  most  frequently  accompanies  the  tetanus  organism  when  it 
occurs  in  soil ;  but,  as  a  rule,  we  are  not  met  by  the  same  difficulty 
when  the  cultures  are  made  directly  from  purulent  material  derived  from 
tetanus  cases. 

The  bacillus,  as  we  have  seen,  grows  best  at  the  temperature  of  the 
body,  and  anaerobically.  It  certainly  retains  its  virulence  only  so  long 
as  the  free  access  of  oxygen  is  interfered  with ;  but  it  is  stated  that 
constant  cultivation  in  an  atmosphere  of  pure  hydrogen  also,  to  a  certain 
extent,  interferes  with  its  virulence. 

It  grows  readily  on  any  of  the  ordinary  media  to  which  an  addition 
of  2  to  3  per  cent  of  grape  sugar  is  made,  even  when  oxygen  is  present 
at  the  surface  of  the  mass.  In  gelatine  plates  at  the  temperature  of  the 
room  there  are  seen  at  the  end  of  about  four  days  small,  slowly  growing 
colonies  with  delicate  marginal  processes.  Under  the  microscope  each 
colony  appears  to  have  a  dense  centre  whilst  the  margin  is  clearer,  and 
radiating  from  the  main  mass  are  numerous  exceedingly  fine  threads.  In 
stab -cultures  in  gelatine,  kept  at  a  temperature  of  21°  or  22°  C,  a 
growth  makes  its  appearance  in  the  deeper  part  of  the  gelatine  in  the 
form  of  a  fir-tree,  situated  some  little  distance  from  the  upper  surface 
of  the  medium,  the  gray,  delicate,  flufiy -looking  branches  getting  longer 
and  longer  as  the  surface  is  left.  At  the  end  of  the  second  week 
the  gelatine  begins  to  liquefy,  and  this  liquefaction  continues  until  the 
whole  becomes  a  cloudy,  sticky  fluid.  After  a  time  the  growth  sinks  to 
the  bottom,  leaving  the  upper  part  of  the  gelatine  comparatively  clear. 
There  is  a  similar  growth  in  grape  sugar  agar ;  but  as  this  medium  can 
be  kept  at  the  temperature  of  the  body,  the  growth  goes  on  much  more 
rapidly,  and  is  of  course  not  accompanied  by  liquefaction.    It  is  a  dis- 
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puted  point  whether  gas  bubbles  are  formed  under  these  conditions  or  not. 
This  appears  to  be  entirely  a  question  of  the  rate  of  formation  of  gas  ; 
if  it  is  formed  more  rapidly  than  it  can  be  diffused  through  the  agar — as 
in  the  case  of  very  energetic  growth — bubbles  may  be  seen ;  but  this,  in 
my  experience,  is  comparatively  rare,  and  the  presence  of  gas  bubbles 
affords  strong  evidence  of  the  impurity  of  the  culture.  In  grape  sugar 
peptone  bouillon  the  organisms  grow  luxuriantly,  especially  at  the  tem- 
perature of  the  body,  and  the  fluid  rapidly  becomes  cloudy  ;  but  after  a 
lapse  of  six  or  seven  days  the  upper  layers  of  the  fluid  become  clear,  and 
a  grayish  white  mass  falls  to  the  bottom  of  the  tube.  All  these  cultures 
have  a  peculiarly  disagreeable  aromatic  odour. 

The  tetanus  bacillus  is  a  facultative  parasite.  It  grows  outside  the 
body,  and  is  especially  associated  with  the  stable  and  with  manured 
fielcls.  Sheep  and  cattle  are  often  affected.  The  disease  is  most  com- 
mon amongst  agricultural  labourers,  gardeners,  soldiers  on  campaign,  in 
those  who  go  about  with  bare  feet,  or  who,  like  young  children,  are 
liable  to  get  their  knees  or  hands  accidentally  wounded  by  contact  with 
the  ground.  It  is  somewhat  important  to  remember  these  facts,  as  it 
has  been  found  that  the  tetanus  organism  only  retains  its  virulence 
under  cultivation  so  long  as  it  is  grown  under  anaerobic  conditions ; 
especially  is  this  the  case  where  there  has  been  no  time  for  sj^ores  to 
develop  themselves.  Even  the  pus  from  wounds  of  a  patient  suffering 
from  tetanus  may  no  longer  be  capable  of  setting  up  tetanus  infection, 
as  the  bacilli  are  often  there  placed  under  conditions  unfavourable  to  the 
retention  of  their  specific  virulence. 

Inoculation. — This  infective  process  may  be  set  up  in  the  smaller 
animals  by  the  insertion  under  the  skin  of  minute  particles  of  almost  any 
cultivated  garden  earth ;  by  inoculation  of  pure  anaerobic  cultures  of  the 
tetanus  bacillus  ;  by  the  inoculation  of  a  pure  culture  plus  the  tetanus 
poison,  or  plus  lactic  acid  or  bacillus  prodigiosus  ;  or  by  inoculation  into  a 
bruised  wound.  It  is  worthy  of  note,  however,  that  the  older  the  culture 
and  the  more  poison  there  is  present,  the  greater  the  certainty  that 
the  disease  will  follow  inoculation.  It  should  be  remembered  that  the 
tetanus  bacillus  forms  its  poison  exceedingly  slowly,  and  that  the 
organisms  themselves,  if  unaccompanied  by  any  material  which  will,  as  it 
were,  draw  off  the  attention  or  paralyse  the  activity  of  the  tissue  cells, 
are  rapidly  destroyed  by  these  cells — so  rapidly,  indeed,  that  they  have  no 
time  to  form  sxifficient  poison  to  set  up  the  nerve  changes  associated  with 
the  disease.  Slowly  as  the  poison  is  formed,  however,  it  is  tremendously 
active,  as  will  readily  be  supposed  when  I  say  that  the  five-millionth 
part  of  a  cubic  centimetre  of  a  filtered  two  to  four  week  old  slightly 
alkaline  broth  culture  of  the  tetanus  bacillus — that  is,  of  a  solution  of  the 
poison  formed  by  these  organisms  —  is  sufficient  when  inoculated  sub- 
cutaneously  into  a  mouse  to  kill  that  animal  in  twenty-four  hours. 
The  lethal  dose  for  a  rabbit  is  about  a  thousand  times  this  quantity  ; 
for  dogs  five  to  ten  thousand  times  ;  and  for  fowls  and  pigeons  ten 
to  twenty-five  thousand  times  of  an  even  stronger  fluid.    Tetanus  may 
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be  produced  in  frogs,  but  only,  it  appears,  when  their  temperature  is 
maintained  at  a  higher  point  than  normal :  the  period  of  incubation 
usually  ^xtends  over  a  period  of  two  or  three  weeks.  Unlike  the  poison 
produced  by  many  other  organisms,  that  of  the  tetanus  bacillus 
seems  to  produce  much  the  same  results  Avhether  it  be  injected  sub- 
cutaneously  into  the  thorax  or  abdomen,  or  into  the  veins.  This  bacillus 
appears  never  to  attack  an  animal  from  the  alimentary  canal. 

In  experimentalhj  produced  tetanus  the  spasms  are  first  observed  in  the 
muscles  near  the  site  of  inoculation ;  but  ultimately  the  process  may 
become  general.  After  intraperitoneal  and  after  intravenous  injection, 
however,  there  is  usually  a  general  infection  from  the  commencement. 
In  many  cases  the  changes  at  the  seat  of  inoculation  may  be  so  slight  as 
to  be  overlooked  unless  carefully  searched  for.  This  point  is  of  special 
importance,  as  many  cases  of  tetanus  are  said  to  be  idiopathic ;  in  these, 
however,  it  is  probable  that  the  initial  local  damage  has  escaped  observa- 
tion. Even  in  experimental  tetanus  there  is  as  a  rule  only  slight 
infiltration  at  the  seat  of  inoculation.  This  absence  of  local  manifestation 
significantly  indicates  also  that  the  tissues  at  this  point  are  incapable  of 
reacting,  and  that  the  poison  has  been  rapidly  absorbed  from  the  point  of 
introduction.  It  is  only  when  mixed  cultures  are  injected,  or  cultures 
mixed  with  other  foreign  bodies,  such  as  pus,  pieces  of  tissue  from  a 
wound,  soil,  etc.,  that  a  local  suppuration  takes  place. 

The  tetanus  bacillus,  or  its  spores,  when  introduced  alone  does  not  set 
up  suppuration.  Vaillard  points  out  in  connection  with  this  class  of  case, 
that  in  one  of  his  animal  experiments,  in  which  he  had  introduced  spores 
under  the  skin,  the  wound  healed  immediately.  For  some  time  no 
symptoms  of  tetanus  arose  ;  but  when  later  the  wounded  limb  was  irritated 
the  spores  became  active  and  an  attack  of  tetanus  was  the  result.  In 
those  cases  where  tetanus  is  propagated  in  wounds  treated  antiseptically, 
it  must  be  assumed  that  spores  which  have  not  been  killed  by  the  anti- 
septic agents  have  remained  latent  in  the  healing  tissues  for  some  time. 
Later  they  have  developed  into  bacilli,  have  commenced  the  manufacture 
of  their  toxins,  and  so  have  induced  an  attack  of  tetanus. 

Vaillard  and  Rouget,  along  with  Vincent,  state  that  spores  of  the 
tetanus  bacillus  from  which  all  traces  of  poison  have  been  removed  by 
careful  washing,  when  inoculated  alone  into  an  animal,  are  incapable  of 
setting  up  tetanus.  Klipstein,  on  the  other  hand,  maintains  that  this 
washing  of  the  spores  injures  them  so  seriously  that  they  certainly  lose  a 
great  part  of  their  infective  property,  but  that  this  infective  power  is 
never  entirely  lost.  Vaillard  and  Rouget,  however,  are  satisfied  that 
their  own  observations  are  correct.  It  is  certainly  a  fact  that  in  many 
cases  pure  cultures  of  tetanus  bacillus  fail  to  set  up  a  tetanic  infection ; 
but  this  may  be  due  to  the  activity  of  the  tissues,  as  equally  well- 
marked  failures  may  be  observed  in  the  infective  agents  of  other 
diseases. 

Speaking  generally,  tetanus  follows  so  distinctive  and  regular  a  course 
that  it  may  be  divided  into  three  stages  (Knud  Faber) — {a)  the  incuba- 
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iion  'period,  (b)  the  stage  in  which  local  spasms  are  developed,  and  (c)  the  stage 
in  which  we  have  general  tetanic  convulsions.  In  certain  of  the  smaller 
and  very  susceptible  animals  the  incubation  period  extends  over  a  com- 
paratively short  time,  especially  in  the  case  of  the  experimentally  pro- 
duced disease.  For  instance,  in  mice  inoculated  with  pure  fluid  cul- 
tures of  the  tetanus  bacillus,  the  incubation  period  may  be  as  short 
as  five  or  six  hours,  though  it  may  be  as  long  as  from  twenty-four 
to  forty-eight  hours.  When  earth  is  used  the  incubation  period  is  some- 
what longer,  and  is  usually  put  down  at  from  two  to  three  days.  In  the 
guinea-pig  the  incubation  period  is  slightly  longer,  being  usually  from  one 
to  two  days.  There  is  some  diff'erence  of  opinion  as  to  the  period  of 
incubation  in  the  rabbit.  Knud  Faber  describes  the  incubation  period 
in  this  animal  as  being  from  twenty-four  to  forty-eight  hours;  other 
observers  place  it  at  from  eight  to  fourteen  days.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
that  the  period  of  incubation  varies  considerably  in  rabbits  according  to 
the  dose  administered  and  the  size  and  age  of  the  animal  experimented 
upon.  Trismus,  which  is  a  marked  feature  in  the  rabbit  when  the  incu- 
bation period  is  short,  is  seldom  observed  in  the  mouse  and  the  guinea- 
pig.  After  injection  of  very  virulent  cultures  the  general  tetanic 
convulsions,  as  seen  in  the  mouse,  are  never  observed  in  the  rabbit. 
A  most  important  point  observed  by  Knud  Faber  is  that  there  is  not  a 
gradual  transition  from  the  local  spasm  into  the  general  tetanic  convulsions, 
but  a  sharp  line  of  demarcation  between  the  two ;  the  general  muscular 
spasm  beginning  as  an  entirely  new  phenomenon  perfectly  distinct  from 
the  local  symptoms.  The  disease  in  the  rabbit  is  specially  interesting, 
because  in  it  the  disease  manifests  itself  much  as  it  does  in  the  human 
subject,  both  as  regards  the  non-fatal  form  of  the  disease,  in  which  merely 
local  spasms  are  developed,  and  the  malignant  type,  which  begins  with 
local  spasms,  and  passes  on  to  trismus  and  stiffening  of  the  neck ;  when 
an  intravenous  injection  of  the  virus  is  made,  a  general  tetanic  con- 
dition may  be  produced  corresponding  in  almost  every  detail  with  that 
seen  in  the  human  subject.  In  the  human  subject  the  period  of  incuba- 
tion is  of  course  somewhat  longer,  from  one  to  twenty-two  days ;  in 
the  frog,  as  we  have  seen,  this  period  of  incubation  is  from  one  to  two 
weeks. 

On  examination  it  is  found  that  the  tetanus  bacillus  is  localised 
entirely  in  the  region  of  the  seat  of  inoculation  :  it  is  never  found  in  the 
blood  or  fluids  of  viscera,  or  in  distant  tissues ;  and  no  changes  are 
demonstrable  in  the  various  organs.  Hence  the  failure  of  earlier  experi- 
menters to  produce  the  disease  by  the  injection  of  blood  from  tetanic 
patients.  Tetanus,  then,  is  essentially  a  toxic  infective  process,  the  poison 
being  absorbed  from  the  seat  of  inoculation,  Avhere  it  may  have  been 
originally  introduced  in  sufficiently  large  quantities  to  bring  about  the 
characteristic  tetanic  symptoms  in  a  very  short  time ;  or  the  tetanus 
organisms  may  there  be  so  favourably  situated  that  they  can  develop  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  their  products  to  set  up  toxic  symptoms  :  the  bacilli 
are  distinctly  localised,  but  the  poison  may  be  widely  diffused.  Kitasato 
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and  Knud  Faber,  working  independently,  pointed  out  that  the  whole  of 
the  phenomena  of  a  fatal  attack  of  tetanus  could  be  induced  by  the 
injection  of  the  poison  quite  apart  from  the  bacilli  by  which  it  was 
formed.  Kitasato  inoculated  mice  at  the  root  of  the  tail  with  cultures 
of  the  bacillus  ;  and  after  a  half,  one,  and  one  and  a  half  hours  resjDectively, 
he  cut  freely  around  the  inoculation  wound  and  carefully  cauterised  it, 
thus  removing  all  the  bacilli  that  he  had  introduced.  He  found,  however, 
that  only  the  animals  in  which  the  parts  were  removed  at  the  first  of 
these  intervals  escaped  an  attack  of  tetanus ;  from  which  he  argued  that 
the  poison  formed  by  the  bacilli  is  the  essential  factor  of  the  disease  in 
experimental  tetanus,  and  not  the  bacilli  themselves.  Vaillard  and' 
Vincent,  who  repeated  these  experiments,  obtained  much  the  same  results. 

Most  cases  of  accidental  tpaumatie  tetanus  differ  materially  from 
cases  experimentally  produced,  in  that  other  organisms  and  foreign 
bodies  are  frequently  introduced  with  the  specific  bacillus ;  suppuration 
is  set  up,  and  under  these  conditions  this  bacillus  appears  to  have  peculiar 
powers  of  developing  its  poison.  It  is  sometimes  held  that  the  tetano- 
toxin  is  produced  for  a  time  only,  and  that  the  development  of  the  bacillus 
is  soon  arrested,  even  in  cases  that  ultimately  succumb  to  the  disease ; 
but  Eoux  and  Vaillard  maintain  that  this  is  not  the  case,  and  that  before 
a  case  of  tetanus  can  be  treated  with  any  degree  of  success  the  infective 
focus  must  be  freely  removed  so  that  the  supply  of  toxin  may  be  cut 
short.  So  long  as  bacilli  continue  to  multiply  in  the  wound,  they  are 
probably  producing  poison ;  and  therefore  everj^  attempt  should  be  made 
to  cut  short  their  increase.  The  point  of  entrance  of  tetanus  virus  is 
usually  a  wound  which  may  be  at  the  outer  surface ;  say,  of  the  uterus 
shortly  after  childbirth,  or  in  the  severed  cord  of  new-born  children. 
Patients,  as  we  have  seen,  are  usually  affected  when  working  amongst 
horses,  or  when  wounded  while  following  agricultural  pursuits.  It  is 
maintained,  indeed,  that  the  horse  is  the  natural  host  of  the  tetanus 
bacillus,  which  is  found  in  and  spread  with  the  dung  of  this  animal. 

The  tetanus  poison  resembles  the  enzymes  in  many  respects ;  it  is 
destroyed  at  a  temperature  of  65°  C.  in  about  five  minutes  :  if  kept 
at  the  temperature  of  the  body  for  any  length  of  time  it  gradually 
becomes  weakened.  When  kept  on  ice,  and  protected  from  the  action  of 
light,  it  retains  its  poisonous  properties,  unchanged,  for  months.  By  the 
addition  of  0'5  per  cent  carbolic  acid,  or  of  an  equal  volume  of  glycerine,  it 
may  likewise  be  preserved  for  some  time.  It  is  not  affected  by  drying  at 
ordinary  temperatures ;  but  owing  to  its  great  instability  in  the  presence 
of  most  of  the  ordinary  chemical  reagents,  it  is  an  exceedingly  difficult 
matter  to  obtain  this  poison  as  a  pure  substance.  Brieger  first  isolated 
three  substances — tetanin,  tetano-toxin,  and  spasmo-toxin — by  means  of 
which  tetanic  symptoms,  and  in  some  instances  death,  could  be  induced  in 
animals ;  but  these  substances  had  to  be  given  in  doses  of  such  enormous 
volume  that  it  is  evident  that  none  of  them  can  be  the  essential  poison 
of  tetanus  which  acts  in  the  extremely  minute  doses  described  on 
p.  763.    Kitasato  and  Weyl  obtained  two  ptomaines,  one  very  slightly 
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toxic,  which  they  named  chlorhydrate  of  tetanin,  the  other  a  tetano- 
toxin  compound  which  produced  paralytic  symptoms.  Brieger  and 
Frankel  then  described  a  proteid  poison  which  they  obtained  from  cultures 
of  the  tetanus  bacillus,  and  named  tox  -  albumin ;  they  obtained  it  by 
saturating  with  alcohol  the  fluid  in  which  the  organism  had  grown, 
whereupon  a  precipitate  having  an  extremely  powerful  action  is  thrown 
down.  It  was  maintained,  however,  that  this  albuminous  precipitate 
simply  serves  as  a  kind  of  network  in  which  the  essential  toxic  substance 
is  entangled ;  and  Knud  Faber,  Tizzoni  and  Cattani,  and  Vaillard  and 
Vincent  affirmed  that  this  poison  is  probably  of  the  nature  of  a  diastase. 
Brieger  and  Kitasato  and  Weyl  then  succeeded  in  obtaining  an  extremely 
virulent  poison  which  does  not  give  the  reaction  for  albumins.  It  con- 
sists of  yellow,  transparent  flakes  readily  soluble  in  water ;  it  is  not 
destroyed  by  drying,  nor  in  the  dried  state  by  absolute  alcohol,  chlorofoi'm, 
or  anhydrous  ether ;  it  is  very  readily  decomposed  by  acids  or  alkalies, 
by  sulphuretted  hydrogen,  and  by  high  temperature  :  in  these  features 
it  resembles  tetanus  poison  in  its  original  solution.  Its  toxic  power  is 
represented  as  being  500  times  as  great  as  that  of  atropin ;  and  120  to 
400  times  as  great  as  that  of  strychnine.  Although  so  much  knowledge 
of  the  physiological  action  of  this  substance  has  been  obtained,  very  little 
light  has  been  thrown  on  its  chemical  composition.  Brieger  and  Cohn 
maintain  that  since  tetanus  bacilli  have  the  power  of  producing  the 
poison  in  non-albuminous  media  the  poison  must  be  looked  upon  as  prob- 
ably non-proteid.  It  must  be  remembered  in  this  connection,  however, 
that  the  protoplasm  of  many  bacteria  has  the  power  of  building  up  pro- 
teid substances  out  of  non-proteid  foods.  The  virulence  of  the  poison 
and  the  nature  of  its  action  upon  animals  both  indicate  that  it  belongs  to 
the  enzymes  or  diastases. 

Tetanus  in  man  is  accompanied  by  the  same  series  of  processes  that 
have  been  induced  in  animals  in  experimental  tetanus.  As  we  have 
already  seen,  it  occurs  sometimes  in  patients  suffering  fi'om  suppurating 
wounds,  such  suppuration  being  the  result  of  a  mixed  infection.  In  man 
as  in  animals  it  is  found  that  the  bacilli  never  pass  from  the  immediate 
neighbourhood  of  the  seat  of  the  original  lesion,  which,  then,  must  be  looked 
upon  as  merely  the  local  manufactory  of  the  poison.  The  toxic  products 
of  the  tetanus  bacillus  can,  however,  be  demonstrated  in  the  blood  of  the 
general  circulation ;  and  in  certain  comparatively  recent  experiments 
tetanic  symptoms  have  been  induced  in  mice  by  injecting  the  serum 
of  the  blood  from  a  tetanic  patient :  again,  toxic  products  have  been 
obtained  from  the  liver,  spleen  and  spinal  cord  of  patients  who  had 
succumbed  to  tetanus.  These  toxic  products,  obtained  by  throwing  down 
an  alcoholic  precipitate  and  dissolving  it  in  Avater,  when  injected  into  small 
animals  have  set  up  all  the  symptoms  of  tetanus.  The  tetanic  poison 
appears  to  be  excreted  in  the  urine  and  also  in  the  milk. 

Baetepiologieal  Diagnosis. — A  drop  of  the  pus  or  other  suspected 
material  is  inoculated  into  a  subcutaneous  pocket  just  above  the  root  of 
the  tail  of  a  mouse ;  if  the  material  contain  tetanus  bacilli  the  animal 
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usually  succumbs  in  the  course  of  a  few  days.  Or  a  small  amount  of  pus 
taken  from  the  seat  of  inoculation  may  be  used  for  inoculating  nutrient 
media  to  be  treated  by  Kitasato's  method.  Or,  again,  the  suspected 
material  may  be  inoculated  into  bouillon  which  is  incubated  in  an  atmo- 
sphere of  hydrogen  for  three  to  five  days ;  this  broth,  with  the  organisms 
growing  in  it,  is  then  placed  in  a  water  bath  kept  at  a  temperature  of 
80''  C.  :  here  it  is  left  for  one  hour,  after  which  a  fresh  anaerobic  bouillon 
culture  is  made,  and  this  process  is  repeated  until  pure  cultures  of  the 
tetanus  bacillus  are  obtained. 

EfTeet  of  Tetanic  Poison  on  the  Nervous  System. — From  the  fact 
that  muscular  spasms  are  such  a  constant  and  striking  feature  in  poisoning 
due  to  the  action  of  the  tetanus  bacillus,  and  from  the  fact,  too,  that  the 
dosage  of  the  poison  can  be  pretty  accurately  measured,  and  the  living 
bacilli  eliminated  from  the  equation,  much  experimental  work  has  been 
done  on  the  etiology  and  pathology  of  tetanus ;  though  many  points 
still  remain  to  be  cleared  up.  As  regards  the  pathogenesis  of  the  disease, 
the  earlier  researches  of  Pasteur  on  rabies  led  those  who  were  engaged 
on  the  investigations  to  suppose  that  tetanus  is  due  to  the  presence 
and  action  of  some  virus  which  they  assumed  to  be  formed  in  the 
nervous  system,  especially  in  the  spinal  cord ;  and  that  the  violent 
nervous  symptoms  were  induced  by  the  action  of  this  virus.  Knud 
Faber  made  a  numljer  of  experiments  on  inoculation  of  the  nervous  centres 
with  the  tetanus  virus  :  but,  like  the  experiments  of  those  whose  work 
in  this  direction  had  preceded  his  own,  they  entirely  failed ;  as  did  also 
his  attempts  to  obtain  any  bacilli  from  the  tissues  of  the  central  nervous 
system  even  in  marked  cases  of  tetanixs.  On  this  account  he  concluded 
that  the  virus  could  not  be  formed  in  the  central  nervous  system,  as  it 
was  evident  that  the  poison  could  not  be  formed  without  the  inter- 
vention of  the  tetanus  bacilli.  Following  up  Brieger's  intoxication 
theory,  Knud  Faber  was  able  to  show  that  a  pure  culture  of  the 
tetanus  bacillus  produces  during  its  growth  a  poison  or  group  of 
poisons  which,  when  separated  entirely  from  the  bacilli,  is  capable 
of  setting  up  characteristic  tetanic  symptoms.  This  fact  Avas  not 
entirely  new,  but  it  is  to  Knud  Faber  that  we  owe  the  first  oljserva- 
tion  that  the  poison  only  acts  after  a  certain  period  of  incubation, 
this  period  depending  upon  the  amount  of  the  poison  introduced.  He 
also  pointed  out  that  it  has  many  of  the  characteristics  of  the  diastase  or 
enzyme  group,  and  that  we  should  argue  from  this  period  of  incubation 
that  it  must  have  time  to  set  up  certain  fermentative  or  diastatic  changes 
in  the  fluids  or  tissues  of  the  body.  He  also  showed  that  five  miiuites' 
heating  at  a  temperature  of  65°  C.  is  sufficient  to  destroy  the  activity  of 
this  poisonous  substance  ;  and,  moreover,  as  was  afterwards  pointed  out 
by  Vaillard  and  Vincent,  that  the  poison  can  be  separated  from  a  filtered 
fluid  by  the  method  used  for  separating  diastase,  that  is,  along  with  a 
precipitate  from  a  solution  of  calcium  hydrate  by  weak  phosphoric  acid. 
This  is  a  very  important  matter  in  connection  with  the  production  of 
the  toxin  of  tetanus. 
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An  important  fact  to  be  borne  in  mind  is  that  when  this  poison  is  intro- 
duced into  the  subcutaneous  tissues  it  sets  up  local  spasmodic  contractions  ; 
when  injected  intravenously  general  contractions  occur  at  the  very  outset 
after  the  incubation  period  ;  the  incubation  period  is,  however,  well  marked 
in  both  cases.  Now  come  the  observations  of  Tizzoni  and  Vaillard,  who 
cut  through  the  nerves  of  a  limb  before  inoculating  the  animal  with 
tetanus  virus.  This  limb  remained  flaccid  when  all  the  rest  of  the  muscles 
had  been  thrown  into  a  state  of  spasm.  Buschke,  adopting  a  different 
method,  curarised  a  tetanised  frog,  and  found  that  tetanus  was  immediately 
cut  short.  It  may  therefore  be  concluded  that  the  poison  does  not  act 
directly  either  on  the  muscles  themselves  or  on  the  peripheral  nerves. 
He  also  found  that  the  tetanic  state  still  remains  even  after  removal  of  the 
brain  of  the  frog.  Then  again  tetanus  is  not  set  up  on  the  direct  appli- 
cation of  tetanus  virus  to  the  cortex  of  the  cerebrum.  On  the  other  hand, 
progressive  destruction  of  the  spinal  cord  caused  the  tetanic  symptoms  to 
disappear  from  the  part  corresponding  to  the  region  of  the  sj^inal  cord 
removed  from  the  tetanised  animal.  Consequently  the  action  of  the 
poison  seems  to  be  localised  in  the  spinal  cord  just  as  in  the  cases  of 
strychnine  and  brucin  poisoning  pointed  out  by  Simpson. 

Gumprecht,  from  a  series  of  experiments  on  frogs — in  one  series  of 
which  he  used  strychnine,  and  in  another  filtered  bouillon  cultures  of  tetanus 
bacilli — came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  general  spasms  produced  by  both 
substances  must  be  referred  to  a  toxic  affection  of  the  central  nervous 
system  causing  increased  reflex  excitability  of  the  spinal  cord.  The  local 
tetanic  spasms,  although  more  difficult  to  explain,  he  considers  also  to  be  due 
to  excitation  of  the  nerve  centres,  this  excitation  taking  place  at  a  very 
early  period  after  the  introduction  of  a  large  dose  of  the  poison,  which, 
as  pointed  out  by  Behring  and  Vaillard  and  Vincent,  may  travel  in  an 
almost  incredibly  short  space  of  time  from  the  seat  of  inoculation  through- 
out the  body.  Gumprecht  maintains,  too,  that  the  local  spasms  around 
the  point  of  inoculation  do  not  arise  reflexly  by  irritation  of  the  peripheral 
ends  of  the  sensory  nerves ;  for  when  the  whole  of  the  sensory  nerve  roots 
of  a  limb  were  cut,  and  the  limb  completely  anaesthetised,  tetanic  spasms 
still  made  their  appearance.  He  also  found  that  the  motor  terminal  plates 
and  the  muscle  itself  were  unaltered  by  the  tetanus  poison ;  as  muscles 
tetanised  for  a  long  period  still  gave  perfectly  normal  contraction  curves, 
and  there  was  complete  absence  of  the  reaction  of  degeneration  from  such 
muscles.  Gumprecht  considers  that  the  local  symptoms  are  most  readily 
explained  on  the  assumption  that  the  poison  travels  along  the  nerves, 
and  thus  enters  the  spinal  cord  at  certain  definite  points,  corresponding, 
of  course,  to  the  point  of  inoculation,  where  it  is  more  or  less  localised  for 
some  time  after  its  arrival  at  the  cord.  In  this  way  he  explains  the 
extension -of  the  tetanic  symptoms  to  those  muscles  which  have  their 
nerve-centres  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  those  of  the  nerves  which 
pass  from  the  site  of  inoculation  ;  it  is  found  also,  and  probably  l6r  the 
same  reason,  that  the  inoculated  half  of  the  body  of  the  experimented 
animal  is  usually  affected  earlier  and  more  profoundly  than  the  opposite  side. 
VOL.  I  3d 
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Goldscheider  agrees  ^yith  Gumprecht  that  after  the  subcutaneous 
injection  of  the  tetanus  bacillus,  or  tetanus  poison,  the  outbreak  of 
general  tetanus  is  preceded  by  the  contraction  of  those  muscles  which  lie 
next  to  the  region  of  inoculation  ;  and  he  believes  that  this  is  due  to  the 
action  of  the  tetanus  poison  on  the  central  nerve  cells,  in  consequence  of 
which  they  assume  an  increased  and  ever-increasing  excitability,  the 
change  taking  place  gradually,  but  going  on  continuously  so  long  as  there 
is  an  absorption  of  the  poison  from  the  wound.  He  maintains,  too,  that 
the  poison  is  conveyed  to  the  nerve-centres  by  the  nerve-trunks,  and 
that  it  there  acts  on  the  ganglion  cells,  increasing  their  excitability  and 
gradually  covering  a  larger  and  larger  area  ;  but  he  believes  that  in 
addition  there  is  diffusion  of  the  poison  by  means  of  the  blood  and  lymph, 
to  which  the  general  spasms  are  to  be  attributed.  An  exceedingly 
interesting  point  is  noted  in  connection  with  the  resistance  of  fowls  to  the 
action  of  strychnine  in  which  irritability  of  the  central  nervous  system 
is  such  a  marked  feature ;  for  it  is  found  that  the  fowl  has  also  a  similar 
resistance  to  the  action  of  the  tetanus  poison,  large  doses  of  which  may 
be  introduced  subcutaneously  with  very  slight  effect  indeed.  A  some- 
what similar  explanation  may  be  obtained  from  Brunner's  observation,  that 
spasms  in  the  facial  muscles  are  set  up  both  by  subcutaneous  inoculation 
in  the  face,  and  by  subdural  inoculation  in  the  o^jposite  half  of  the  brain. 
Kiibler  in  a  note  on  this  observation  points  out  that  tetanus  in  man  does 
not  follow  the  course  above  described.  In  man  local  symptoms  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  site  of  infection  are  seldom  manifested  ;  trismus  is  as  a 
rule  the  first  sign,  the  pharyngeal  muscles  are  then  affected,  and  gradually 
in  turn  the  muscles  of  the  trunk  and  the  lower  limbs.  This  criticism,  how- 
ever, does  not  appear  to  be  very  forcible.  In  cases  of  tetanus  in  the  human 
being,  except  in  those  which  run  their  course  with  exceeding  rapidity, 
the  formation  and  diffusion  of  the  poisonous  products  of  the  tetanus 
bacillus  go  on  much  more  slowly  than  in  animals  under  experiment ;  and 
it  appears  quiCe  probable  that,  as  diffusion  takes  place  so  slowly,  a  certain 
time  is  required  for  the  poison  to  accumulate  to  a  degree  sufficient  to 
give  rise  to  manifest  symptoms  of  nervous  irritation.  If  this  be  so, 
those  muscles  which  are  least  under  control,  and  which  under  emotion 
are  most  readily  stimulated,  would  be  first  attacked,  and  this  appears  to 
be  the  order  in  which  they  are  attacked  in  tetanus — those  muscles,  that 
is,  are  first  attacked  which  are  least  under  control  of  the  will,  and  in 
which  the  inhibitory  mechanism  is  least  strongly  developed. 

Following  up  Pasteur's  and  Salmon  and  Smith's  experiments  on  the  pro- 
duction of  immunity,  and  on  the  antitoxic  power  of  the  serum  of  immunised 
animals  in  the  treatment  of  a  particular  specific  septicaemia,  certain  experi- 
ments were  made  on  the  establishment  of  immunity  from  tetanus.  For 
a  long  time  these  experiments  bore  little  fruit.  At  length  Behring  and 
Kitasato  succeeded  in  producing  a  transient  immunity  in  ral)bits  by 
inocu^ting  them  with  the  filtrate  from  a  cultui'e  of  the  tetanus  bacillus, 
and  then  injecting  at  the  same  point  a  small  quantity — 3  c.c.  of  a  1  per 
cent  solution — of  terchloride  of  iodine  for  five  clays  at  intervals  of  twenty- 
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four  hours.  On  injecting  0'2  c.c.  of  the  blood  of  a  rabbit  so  iinmunised 
into  a  mouse  (an  animal  in  which  they  had  previously  failed  to  obtain 
any  immunity),  the  animal  was  found  to  have  become  protected  to 
a  certain  extent  against  the  disease  when  the  virus  was  inocu- 
lated subcutaneously.  This  same  treatment  also  proved  efficacious 
when  carried  out  after  mice  had  already  been  infected  with  the 
tetanus  bacillus,  and  even  after  symptoms  had  appeared  after  such 
infection.  It  was  found,  moreover,  that  as  much  as  three  hundred 
times  the  lethal  dose  of  a  virulent  culture,  if  first  mixed  Avith  a 
certain  quantity  of  serum  from  an  immunised  animal,  might  be  injected 
■without  producing  any  morbid  symptoms.  The  following  year  Tizzoni 
and  Cattani  confirmed  Behring  and  Kitasato's  observations  on  the  specific 
antitoxic  power  of  blood  serum  taken  from  immunised  animals.  Roux 
and  Vaillard  obtained  similar  results  by  taking  four  to  five  week  old 
bouillon  cultures  of  the  tetanus  bacillus,  passing  them  through  a  Chamber- 
land  filter  to  keep  back  the  bodies  of  the  bacilli,  and  then  injecting  them, 
mixed  Avith  weak  iodine  solution,  using  less  and  less  iodine  at  each 
successive  injection  until,  as  the  animals  became  more  and  more  poison- 
proof,  considerable  quantities  of  the  unmixed  fluids  could  be  tolerated. 
Once  attained,  they  found  that  this  immunity  may  be  easily  kept 
up  by  fortnightly  injections  ;  but  that  if  the  animal  be  left  untreated 
for  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks  the  antitoxic  power  of  the  serum  begins 
to  diminish,  though  it  may  not  be  entirely  lost  for  a  very  long  time 
— say  a  couple  of  years.  When  tetanus  poison  is  injected  it  is  absorbed 
rapidly,  and  antitoxic  substance  almost  as  rapidly  makes  its  appearance 
in  the  blood  ;  Roux  points  out  that  thirty-five  minutes  after  the  injection 
of  toxin  into  the  abdominal  cavity  of  a  rabbit  antitoxin  may  be  found  in 
the  blood  drawn  from  the  lateral  vein  of  the  ear. 

Tetanus  was  really  the  first  disease  of  this  class  in  which  careful 
investigation  led  to  results  which,  though  comparatively  unimportant  in 
themselves,  paved  the  way  for  the  more  important  serum  treatment  of 
diphtheria.  In  tetanus  there  was  a  certainty  of  obtaining  definite 
symptoms  in  animals  in  which  the  experimental  infection  succeeded ; 
here  also  the  toxic  products  of  the  bacillus  could  be  readily  sejiarated, 
and  the  dose  required  to  produce  certain  symptoms  accurately  deter- 
mined. Ehrlich,  and  Tizzoni  and  Cattani  again,  experimenting  with  the 
rat  and  rabbit  and  treating  them  with  the  blood  serum  of  animals 
which  had  been  rendered  refractory  to  tetanus,  maintained  that  they  were 
always  able  to  obtain  a  cure  if  the  injections  were  commenced  as  soon  as 
the  slightest  symptoms  manifested  themselves.  When  the  local  symptoms 
were  established,  or  beginning  to  disappear,  the  results  obtained  by  the 
serum  treatment  in  their  hands  were  slower  and  less  certain ;  while  in 
those  cases  in  which  tetanus  was  already  becoming  generalised  success 
never  followed  this  treatment.  In  the  light  of  the  somewhat  unsuccessful 
use  of  antitoxic  serum  in  tetanus  in  the  human  subject,  it  is  interesting 
to  find  that  the  quantity  of  serum  required  for  a  successful  result  after 
local  symptoms  have  commenced  is  at  least  one  or  two  thousand  times 
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greater  than  that  required  to  confer  an  antecedent  immunity.  This 
remarkable  fact  should  be  borne  in  mind  in  determining  the  efficacy  of 
the  antitoxic  serum  method  of  treatment.  Further,  it  is  calculated 
that  a  dose  of  serum  at  least  150  times  as  great  as  the  above  must 
be  employed  if  any  success  is  to  be  obtained  when  the  local  symptoms 
have  reached  their  height. 

The  curative  action  of  the  serum  is  said  to  depend  entirely  on 
the  proportion  of  antitoxin  which  it  contains,  so  that  given  the  pro- 
portion of  antitoxin  in  the  serum  the  dose  can  be  accurately  calculated. 
Antitoxin  is  said  by  Eoux  and  Vaillard  to  be  an  enzyme,  which  it 
resembles  in  many  respects,  but  it  differs  in  its  comparative  stability  ;  it 
will  stand  even  a  temperatiu'e  of  70°  C.  without  undergoing  any 
appreciable  alteration.  Tetanus  antitoxin  may  be  kept  indefinitely  by 
evaporating  blood  serum  at  low  temperature  in  vacuo.  At  the  moment 
of  using  it  is  dissolved  in  six  times  its  weight  of  sterilised  distilled  water. 

Tizzoni  and  Cattani  found  that  the  antitoxic  substance,  when  pre- 
cipitated from  the  serum  by  alcohol,  does  not  lose  its  strength  ;  they 
urge,  therefore,  that  the  alcoholic  precipitate,  which  is  non-dialysable, 
may  be  sulistituted  for  the  serum  itself.  Assuming  that  the  experiments 
made  on  the  raljbit  can  be  applied  to  man,  they  calculate  that  it  would  be 
necessary  to  give  0"7  c.c.  of  the  serum,  or  0'06  gramme  of  its  alcoholic 
precipitate,  at  the  outbreak  of  the  first  symptoms  of  tetanus  ;  whilst  at  a 
more  advanced  period  it  might  be  necessary  to  inject  210  c.c.  of  serum, 
or  12  grammes  of  its  precipitate.  This  is  an  exceedingly  large  quantity 
to  inject  subcutaneously,  yet  in  medical  practice  even  this  quantity  has 
failed  to  give  satisfactory  results.  In  fact,  these  observers  were  unable  to 
obtain  a  much  greater  percentage  of  recoveries  by  this  method  than  had 
previously  been  obtained  in  cases  treated  without  serum.  They  were 
the  first  to  differ  from  Behring,  who  maintained  that  the  antitoxin,  or 
the  antitoxic  serum,  directly  destroys  or  antagonises  the  toxin  formed 
by  the  tetanus  bacillus  ;  they  rather  ascribe  to  it  a  power  of  enabling  the 
tissue  cells  to  continue  their  work  in  the  presence  of  larger  doses  of 
poison.  Roux  and  Vaillard  also  maintain  that  Behring's  theory  is  un- 
tenable, namely,  that  each  injection  of  toxin  diminishes  the  immunising 
power  of  serum ;  and  that,  if  too  large  or  too  frequent  doses  be  injected, 
the  antitoxic  property  of  the  blood  may  disappear  for  a  space  and  the 
blood  actually  become  toxic.  Were  the  antitoxic  serum  merely  a 
neutraliser  of  the  toxin,  the  horse  under  these  conditions  should  manifest 
the  symptoms  of  tetanus.  This,  however,  is  not  the  case,  and  since  the 
antitoxin  has  disappeared,  the  immunity  of  the  animal  must  depend  upon 
something  else,  a  something  which  appears  to  be  the  habituation  of  the 
tissue  cells  to  the  presence  of  the  toxin  ;  the  cells  can  go  on  doing  their 
Avork  under  the  gradually  acquired  new  conditions,  and  no  tetanus  is  set 
i;p.  This  result  is  best  obtained  liy  the  injection  (into  a  horse)  of  200  or 
300  c.c.  of  the  toxin,  after  which  dose  the  animal  is  ready  to  supply  a 
sufficiently  potent  serum. 

Antitoxic  serum  confers  an  immunity  which  is  perfect  for  a  time,  but 
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is  more  transient  than  the  immunity  brought  about  by  the  injection  of 
toxins  or  of  the  specific  organism  (when  it  may  last  for  as  long  a  period  as 
a  couple  of  years).  In  most  cases  it  is  lost  at  the  end  of  six  or  eight  weeks. 
Immunity  certainly  continues  as  long  as  any  antitoxin  remains  in  the  blood. 
As  would  be  expected,  therefore,  the  antitoxic  property  of  blood  disappears 
long  before  the  immunity  of  the  animal  from  the  disease  is  lost.  This 
immunity  can  only  be  obtained  with  the  toxins  when  they  are  injected 
repeatedly  and  in  large  quantities.  It  must  be  remembered  in  this  con- 
nection that  the  antitoxic  substance  is  constantly  being  excreted  by  the 
kidneys,  hy  the  mammary,  and  probably  by  other  glands ;  but  a  certain 
quantity  undoubtedly  remains  for  some  time  after  the  injections  have 
been  discontinued.  Ehrlich  believes  that  the  hereditary  transmission  of 
immunity  is  due  to  the  large  quantities  of  antitoxin  excreted  in  the  milk : 
if  this  opinion  be  true,  the  stability  of  the  antitoxic  substance  is  much 
greater  than  has  generally  been  supposed.  The  practical  importance  of 
this  assertion  should  not  escape  observation. 

Although  the  antitoxin  is  so  rapidly  excreted  by  the  glands,  it  has 
been  observed  that  repeated  blood-lettings,  if  they  be  carried  on  during 
a  short  period,  do  not  seem  to  lower  the  antitoxic  power  of  the  serum. 

In  man,  as  in  animals,  it  is  found  that  the  shorter  the  incubation 
period — that  is,  the  period  intervening  between  the  infection  and  the  out- 
break of  the  disease — the  more  severe  the  disease  and  the  worse  the 
prognosis.  It  is  stated  that  of  those  cases  where  the  incubation  period  is 
under  ten  days,  not  more  than  3  to  4 '5  per  cent  recover;  when  the  in- 
cubation period  is  from  eleven  to  fifteen  days,  2 .5  per  cent  recover ; 
in  those  cases  in  which  the  incubation  period  is  still  longer,  about  half 
the  patients  attacked  throw  off  the  disease.  Different  authors  give  some- 
what different  statistics,  but  these  are  the  general  results. 

Dr.  Kanthack,  in  a  series  of  tables  of  the  cases  that  have  been 
treated  with  antitoxic  serum,  gives  the  duration  of  the  incubation 
period,  date  of  the  disease  when  treatment  was  begun,  quantity  of  serum 
injected,  the  result  and  the  duration  of  the  illness.  It  is  gathered  from 
these  tables  that  the  cases  of  cure  all  belong  to  the  chronic  or  benign  (?) 
form  of  tetanus ;  whilst  those  cases  that  ended  fatally  were  invariably 
developed  in  less  than  fourteen  days  ;  in  the  majority  of  cases  the  duration 
of  the  disease  did  not  exceed  four  or  five  days.  In  these  cases,  too,  the 
13eriod  of  incubation  was  comparatively  brief.  These  tables  have  been 
brought  well  up  to  date,  and  bring  out  the  fact  that,  so  far,  the  success 
obtained  by  the  antitoxic  serum  treatment  of  tetanus  is  comparatively 
slight,  except  in  exceedingly  chronic  cases,  where  it  appears  to  have  been 
attended  with  a  little  more  success  than  has  been  attained  by  the 
ordinary  methods. 

Ehrlich's  theory  of  immunity  is  based  upon  the  fact  that  in  an  animal 
immune  from  a  specific  infective  or  toxic  disease  the  tissues  are  poison- 
proof  ;  that  is,  the  poison  (the  tetanus  poison,  in  this  instance)  can  no  longer 
exercise  upon  the  immune  animal  or  its  tissues  any  deleterious  effects. 
As  is  well  known,  some  animals  are  less  susceptible  to  the  action  of  certain 
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specific  infective  diseases  than  are  others  ;  and  in  the  case  of  tetanus  it 
has  been  found  that  comparatively  insusceptible  animals — such  as  the 
dog  and  the  fowl — may  be  rendered  less  and  less  susceptible  by  the 
injection  of  gradually  increasing  doses  of  the  specific  poison.  It  is  then 
found  that  their  serum  (although  previously  it  had  no  antitoxic  action 
when  injected  into  another  animal),  and  in  cattle  the  milk,  and  in 
the  fowl  the  yolk  of  the  egg,  have,  as  the  result  of  this  treatment, 
acquired  considerable  immunising  power ;  and  this  serum  (or  these  other 
substances)  on  being  artificially  introduced  by  injection  into  susceptible 
animals  acts  so  rapidly  upon  their  tissues  that  they  in  turn  are 
rendered  comparatively  insusceptible.  This  power,  as  we  have  already 
seen,  is  extremely  well  marked  if  the  serum  be  introduced  at  the  same 
time  or  shortly  after  the  tetanus  poison ;  but  its  power  of  doing  good 
diminishes  more  and  more  rapidly  as  the  tetanus  poison  obtains  a  longer 
start. 

Susceptible  animals,  such  as  the  mouse,  rabbit,  horse  and  sheep,  may 
also  be  immunised ;  but  in  their  case  the  process  requires  to  be  much 
more  carefully  carried  on,  and  is  necessarily  much  more  tedious  and  pro- 
longed. Behring  after  long-continued  experiment  found  that  he  was  able 
to  obtain  the  necessary  immunity  by  injecting  bouillon  cultures  of  the 
tetanus  bacillus,  to  which  had  been  added  a  solution  of  iodine  trichloride, 
first  in  the  proportion  of  0'25  per  cent,  then  of  0-2  per  cent,  then  of 
0"15  per  cent,  until,  finally,  unaltered  culture  was  used,  first  in  small 
doses  at  intervals  of  three  to  five  days,  then  in  constantly  increasing 
doses  at  intervals  of  eight  days.  In  place  of  this  method  Vaillard  has 
produced  a  similar  immunity  by  injecting  for  a  few  days  a  filtrate 
previously  heated  to  60°  C,  then  a  series  heated  to  5-5°  C,  and  finally  to 
50°  C.  Gram's  solution  and  lactic  acid  have  both  been  also  used  for  the 
purpose  of  attenuating  the  strength  of  the  tetanus  poison  and  the  activity 
of  the  bacilli. 

Behring  has  shown  that  mice  which  had  been  poisoned  Avith  fatal 
doses  could  be  cured  even  after  the  appearance  of  the  first  tetanus 
symptoms,  in  some  cases  five  hours  after.  The  animals  survived,  but 
only  after  a  prolonged  illness ;  and  if  he  allowed  a  period  of  twelve 
hours  to  intervene  between  the  first  appearance  of  the  tetanus  symptoms 
and  the  commencement  of  treatment,  the  cases  almost  invariably  had  a 
fatal  termination.  He  worked  this  out  so  acci;rately  that  he  found  if 
the  animal  were  treated  before  inoculation  with  the  tetanus  Imcillus  it 
required  for  its  protection  only  one-hundredth  part  of  the  dose  that  was 
necessary  if  the  treatment  was  not  commenced  until  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
after  infection. 

The  immunising  serum  appears  to  have  a  special  action  on  the  same 
tissues  as  those  attacked  by  the  jioison — probably  on  the  ganglion  cells  of  the 
central  nervous  system  ;  and  the  substance  first  in  the  field,  be  it  toxin  or 
antitoxin,  appears  to  Avork  at  a  very  great  advantage  over  that  subsequently 
introduced.  It  should  be  pointed  out  that  even  in  those  cases  in  which, 
throixgh  the  use  of  large  doses  of  antitoxic  serum,  the  action  of  the  toxin 
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is  brought  to  a  standstill,  these  cells  may,  before  the  treatment  commenced, 
have  suffered  very  considerably  ;  if  so,  the  recovery  must  necessarily  be 
slow  :  in  other  cases  the  damage  to  the  tissues  may  be  so  far  advanced  that 
recovery  is  impossible ;  for  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  anti- 
toxin can  play  no  part  in  regenerating  structures  already  destroyed  or 
impaired.  Its  power  appears  to  be,  if  used  sufficiently  early,  to  fortify 
the  cells  against  the  action  of  the  poison,  allowing  them  to  carry  on  their 
work  unchanged  in  the  presence  of  what,  under  ordinary  conditions, 
would  lead  to  their  complete  disorganisation.  It  should  be  noted  in 
this  connection,  too,  that  the  symptoms  of  spasm  and  irritability,  for  some 
short  time  after  the  exhibition  of  the  dose  of  serum,  are  considerably 
increased  ;  as  though  a  contest  for  the  mastery  were  actually  taking  place 
in  the  central  nerve-cells.  The  more  marked  this  feature  the  more  pro- 
longed is  the  process  of  recovery.  It  indicates,  apparently,  considerable 
disoro'anisation  of  the  cells  before  the  antitoxic  serum  has  had  time  to  act. 
German  observers  agree  with  Tizzoni  and  Cattani  that,  up  to  the  present, 
no  case  treated  by  the  antitoxic  serum  method  has  recovered  which  might 
not  have  recovered  under  ordinary  treatment ;  none  of  them  were  so 
acute  as  to  indicate  a  fatal  prognosis.  On  the  other  hand,  this  method 
does  not  give  rise  to  any  unfavourable  conditions,  so  that  in  cases  in 
which  dirty  wounds  might  contain  the  factors  of  tetanus,  prophylactic 
doses  of  the  tetanus  antitoxin  might  be  injected. 

While  on  this  point,  it  may  be  well  to  indicate  the  difference 
between  the  results  obtained  by  the  antitoxic  serum  treatment  in 
tetanus,  and  by  the  similar  method  of  treatment  in  diphtheria.  In 
both  cases  there  is  a  manufactory  of  the  poison  on  or  near  the  surface 
of  the  body.  In  both  cases  there  is  an  absorption  of  this  poison  into 
the  body,  and  in  both  cases  the  nervous  and  muscular  systems  are 
specially  attacked  by  the  poison.  But  in  the  case  of  diphtheria  our 
attention  is  called  to  the  manufactory  of  the  poison  at  a  very  early  stage 
of  the  disease ;  for  it  usually  occurs  in  some  part  of  the  throat,  where 
it  gives  rise  to  considerable  discomfort :  moreover,  from  the  nature  of  the 
tissues  in  this  region  a  false  membrane  is  usually  formed  at  a  very  early 
stage  of  the  disease.  Attention  is  therefore  drawn  to  the  local  poison 
manufactory  almost  as  soon  as  it  begins  to  discharge  its  poisons  into  the 
system,  and  the  serum  may  be  utilised  to  antagonise  the  poison  before  it 
has  had  time  to  injure  the  nerves  and  muscles.  It  is  interesting  to  note, 
too,  that  in  a  large  number  of  cases  of  diphtheria  paralysis,  the  diphtheria 
has  been  said  to  be  slight ;  that  is,  the  local  manifestations  of  the  disease 
have  not  attracted  attention,  and  the  process  has  been  allowed  to  go  on  so 
long  that  the  poison,  though  perhaps  small  in  amount,  has  been 
allowed  to  act  for  a  considerable  length  of  time,  and  thus  to  bring 
about  paralysis.  In  tetanus,  on  the  other  hand,  the  local  wound  by 
which  the  poison  is  absorbed  is  for  a  long  time  looked  upon  merely  as  a 
wound,  a  suppurating  one  perhaps,  but  not  a  manufactory  of  the 
tetanus  poison ;  consequently  nothing  is  known  of  the  tetanus  until  the 
poison  has  had  time  to  exert  its  evil  influence  on  the  nervous  system :  now 
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by  the  time  we  find  out  that  the  patient  is  suffering  from  tetanus  this 
disease  is  so  far  advanced  that  any  chance  of  treating  it  successfully  by 
means  of  antitoxic  serum  is  reduced  to  a  minimum. 

German  Sims  Woodhead. 

Symptoms. — The  chief  symptom  and  feature  of  tetanus  is  the  occur- 
rence, and  recurrence  at  varying  intervals,  of  spasms  of  greater  or  less 
severity  in  the  voluntary  muscles.  These  spasms  are  superadded  to  a 
state  of  persistent  tension  of  the  muscles,  which,  however,  like  the 
spasms,  is  commonly  relaxed  during  sleep.  They  sometimes  commence  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  wound  and  spread  to  other  parts  of  the  body. 
It  was  so  in  a  case  of  gunshot  wound  of  the  thigh,  in  a  case  of  wound  in 
the  perineum  by  a  pitchfork,  and  in  the  case  of  a  wound  in  the  face  by 
the  lash  of  a  whip,  all  of  which  I  saw.  In  another  case  the  spasms  in  the 
injured  part  (the  thigh)  continued  after  those  in  the  rest  of  the  body  had 
ceased  under  the  influence  of  chloroform.  In  all  these  the  affection 
was  severe,  and  proved  fatal.  In  inoculated  animals  the  earliest  tetanic 
symptoms  commence  in  the  muscles  adjacent  to  the  wound,  and,  later, 
become  general  (6).  But  more  commonly  in  man  the  tension  and  spasms 
are  first  observed  in  the  neck,  giving  the  sensation  of  ordinary  stiff  neck 
from  cold.  This  is  quickly  followed  by  tension  and  spasms  of  the  muscles 
of  the  jaw,  causing  more  or  less  inability  to  open  the  mouth  or  protrude 
the  tongue,  the  tip  of  which  is  pressed  between  the  teeth  in  the  attempt 
to  show  it ;  and  the  tongue  is  often  wounded  by  the  sudden  closure  and 
snapping  together  of  the  teeth.  The  effort  to  put  out  the  tongue  causes 
spasm  of  the  facial  muscles,  giving  that  peculiar  strained  expression  or  grin 
designated  the  risus  sardonicus.  Often  on  asking  a  patient  to  show  the 
tongue  have  I  been  startled  by  the  unexpected  manifestation  of  this 
fatal  omen  in  cases  of  wounds  which  otherwise  seemed  to  be  doing 
well.  Coincident  with  these  early  symptoms,  or  soon  after,  the  front  of  the 
abdomen  is  felt  to  be  firm  or  hard  from  contraction  of  the  abdominal 
muscles.  There  may  also  be  a  sense  of  oppression  or  pain  about  the 
precordia,  penetrating  to  the  spine,  which  is  attributed  to  tension  of 
the  diajDhragm ;  though,  it  may  be  observed,  the  tension  and  spasm 
of  the  muscles  in  this  stage  are  not  commonly  attended  with  pain.  Soon 
the  spasms  extend  to  the  other  muscles  of  the  trunk  and  to  the  muscles  of 
the  limbs,  and,  in  some  instances,  are  so  severe  as  to  cause  rupture  of 
their  fibres  ;  this  event  has  occurred  in  the  rectus  abdominis  and  psoas 
magnus.  Indeed,  a  case  is  quoted  by  Curling  from  Desportes  in  which  both 
thigh-bones  Avere  broken  hj  the  force  of  the  contracting  muscles,  and 
another  in  which  the  second  cervical  vertebra  was  dislocated.  The  spasms 
usually  affect  the  voluntary  muscles  in  all  parts  about  equally,  those  of 
the  fingers,  however,  least ;  and  the  pain  attendant  on  them  varies.  I  do 
not  think  the  pain  is  generally  so  severe  as  commonly  stated,  and  it 
rarely  equals  that  attendant  on  common  "  cramp."  In  some  cases  it  is 
sufficient  to  cause  the  patient  to  cry  out,  but  often  even  boys  do  not 
give  this  or  any  indication  of  great  suffering ;  the  condition  is  rather 
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that  of  forced  and  distressful  straining,  which  is  often  very  exhausting. 
When  the  spasm  ceases  the  patient  is  worn  out,  subsides  into  quietude, 
and  perhaps  into  sleep.  The  pain  is  chiefly  felt  along  the  back ;  and  the 
dominating  powei',  with  perhaps  more  excited  contraction,  of  the  dorsal 
and  lumbar  muscles,  as  compared  with  the  muscles  in  front  of  the  body, 
causes  some  arching  of  the  trunk  backwards,  to  which  the  term  of  opistho- 
tonos has  been  given.  I  have  not  seen  this  condition  in  the  marked  form 
occasionally  described,  nor  have  I  seen  the  bending  in  the  opposite 
direction  called  emprosthotonos,  nor  that  to  one  side  called  pleurosthotonos. 
The  spasms  arise  spontaneously,  sometimes  waking  the  patient  from 
sleep.  They  may  be  excited  by  any  slight  cause  which  disturbs  the 
patient,  and  are  often  induced  by  the  effort  to  swallow  the  viscid  saliva 
which  accumulates  in  the  mouth,  is  pressed  out  between  the  lips  and  is  a 
source  of  much  distress.  The  muscles  of  the  glottis  are  not  uncommonly 
affected,  causing  noisy,  difficult  inspiration,  or  stopping  of  the  breathing ; 
and  death  may  thus  result.  Not  unfrequently,  when  the  sufferer  has 
become  worn  out,  a  severe  spasm,  compressing  the  thorax,  suspending 
respiration,  and  embarrassing  the  heart's  action,  squeezes  life  out,  as  it  were, 
and  leaves  no  power  to  recover  it.  In  acute  cases  death  usually  occurs 
about  the  third  day.  In  less  severe  cases  life  maybe  prolonged  for  a  fortnight 
or  three  weeks,  or  even  more.  These  prolonged  cases  afford  the  best 
prospect  of  recovery.  On  the  whole,  the  disease  is  most  severe  and  most 
quickly  fatal  when  it  commences  soon  after  the  injury,  and  when  the 
injury  is  most  severe.  The  brain  commonly  shows  no  sign  of  being 
affected,  the  intellect  remaining  clear  to  the  last,  though  delirium  has 
ensued  in  a  few  cases.  The  pulse  is  quickened  during  the  seizures,  but 
in  the  intervals  between  them  the  pulse  and  the  respiration  may  be 
natural  in  rate.  The  iris  commonly  responds  to  light,  and  variations 
which  have  been  observed  in  the  pupil — contraction  or  dilatation — were 
probably  due  to  the  drugs  administered.  The  temperature  varies,  and 
commonly  rises  during  the  paroxysms.  In  a  case,  lately  in  Addenbrooke's, 
in  which  tetanus  followed  a  wound  in  the  perineum  by  a  pitchfork,  the 
temperature  was  99 "5°  on  the  third  day  of  the  attack  (the  day  of  admis- 
sion), on  the  fourth  day  it  was  100°,  and  on  the  fifth  day,  during  a 
severe  and  prolonged  spasm  which  terminated  the  case,  it  rose  to  106 '4°. 
In  a  lad,  who  recovered,  the  temperature  was  on  several  occasions 
104°-105°,  and  at  these  times  the  spasms  were  severe  and  frequent,  and 
the  breathing  hurried.  A  similar  remarkable  or  even  greater  rise  of  the 
thermometer  (up  to  110°)  has  been  observed  in  other  cases,  and  the 
high  temperature  probably  contributed  to  bring  life  to  an  end.  The 
thermometer  has  also  been  observed  to  rise  after  death.  In  some  in- 
stances, however,  where  death  has  been  preceded  by  a  longer  period  of 
exhaustion,  a  fall  of  temperature  has  preceded  the  fatal  event.^    In  the 

^  The  rise  of  temperature  may  be  due  to  the  increased  muscular  metabolism  caused  by 
the  continuous  and  the  spasmodic  contractions,  or  to  an  excitation  of  the  nerve  heat-centres. 
This  question  is  much  discussed,  and  many  examples  given  by  Rose,  "  Ueber  Starr krampf,"  in 
the  Handbuch  der  Chinn'gie,  von  Pitha  und  Billroth,  1  Band,  11  Abtheil. 
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case  from  a  perineal  wound  just  mentioned  the  catheter  was  required 
on  the  third  day,  though  only  seven  ounces  of  urine  were  withdrawn. 
Subsequently  the  urine  was  passed  voluntarily,  though  with  pain.  The 
amount  of  urine  varies  ;  in  some  cases  it  is  more,  in  some  less  than  nor- 
mal. It  has  been  found  to  contain  the  tetanus  toxin  in  considerable 
quantity,  and  injection  of  the  urine  into  animals  has  induced  fatal  tetanus. 
This  passage  of  toxin  with  the  urine  has  given  rise  to  the  idea  that  an 
increase  of  diuresis  might  assist  in  the  elimination  of  the  poisonous 
material  from  the  system ;  I  am  not  aware,  however,  that  the  idea  has 
been  carried  into  practice.  The  presence  of  the  toxin  does  not  cause  any 
increase  in  the  quantity  of  urine  secreted.  The  amount  of  toxin  in  the 
urine  has  been  observed  to  diminish  after  the  injection  of  antitoxin. 

As  tetanus  is  not  usually  attended  with  fever,  so  the  blood  drawn 
does  not  present  inflammatory  characters.  The  appetite  and  digestion  are 
good.  The  tongue  is  usually  whitish  and  the  perspii'ation  excessive.  In 
most  instances  there  is  marked  and  rapid  wasting  of  the  system  and 
diminution  of  strength.  This  wasting  and  exhaustion,  indeed — this  rapid 
wearing  out  of  the  bodily  powers — constitutes  an  important  and  grave 
feature  in  the  malady,  and  one  which  directly  or  indirectly  leads  to  the 
fatal  result.  It  is  proportionate  to  the  acuteness  of  the  attack,  and  seems 
to  depend  upon  some  deleterious  influence  of  the  toxic  agent  acting  imme- 
diately upon  the  system.  I  say  this  because,  though  much  increased 
by  the  recurring  spasms,  it  goes  on  manifestly  when  these  are  mitigated 
or  suspended.  The  spasms,  in  truth,  are  but  a  peripheral  symptom  of 
the  disease,  though  they  exert  a  depressing  and  exhausting  influence 
upon  the  body. 

The  involuntary  muscles  do  not  appear  to  participate  with  those  of 
the  voluntary  system  in  the  disturbances  caused  by  tetanus.  The  bowels 
are  commonly  inactive,  the  muscles  of  the  alimentary  canal  give  no 
indication  of  spasms,  and  purgatives  act  as  usual.  The  bladder  and 
heart  are  in  like  manner  free.  Some  observers,  as  Dr.  Parry,  attach 
much  importance  to  the  state  of  the  heart,  and  think  it  to  be  the  organ 
which  first  loses  vital  power ;  there  seems  no  sufficient  reason  for  this 
view.  The  pulse  does  but  vary  with  the  state  of  the  patient,  rising 
during  the  paroxysms,  falling  again  when  they  suliside,  and  becoming 
weaker  as  the  general  strength  fails  ;  death  ensues  from  general  failure 
of  strength  or  violent  general  spasm  rather  than  from  any  special  failure 
or  spasm  of  the  heart. 

In  a  young  man,  a  horse-dealer  who  lived  on  the  other  side  of  Ely, 
and  was  confined  to  his  bed  by  a  rather  severe  grazed  wound  of  the  leg, 
the  first  indication  of  tetanus  was  a  shudder,  or  general  spasm,  caused  by 
the  removal  of  an  adherent  dressing.  The  affection  thus  ushered  in  ran 
on  quickly  to  a  fatal  termination. 

Many  cases  of  so-called  spontaneous  and  idiopathic  tetanus  have  1)een 
recorded  in  which  no  wound  or  other  local  lesion  could  be  discovered. 
I  remember  such  a  one  in  a  young  man  in  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital 
under  Sir  Wm.  Lawrence.    Aperients  were  given,  and  he  recovered. 
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The  attack  has  in  many  instances  been  attributed  to  cold  or  damp. 
A  healthy  -  looking  man,  set.  54,  was  admitted  into  Addenbrooke's 
Hospital,  11th  May  1856,  with  the  usual  symptoms  of  tetanus  Avell 
marked.  They  had  commenced  four  days  previously,  with  stiffness 
in  the  neck  and  jaws,  after  exposure  to  steam  and  cold  winds  in  his 
occupation  of  boiling  bones.  There  was  no  apparent  local  lesion.  The 
spasms  were  severe  and  general,  and  attended  with  difficulty  of  breathing, 
attributed  in  part  to  the  firm  closure  of  the  lips.  Still  he  was  able  to 
swallow  in  the  intervals,  though  with  some  difficulty.  Quinine,  beef  tea, 
and  wine  were  given  in  considerable  quantities  and  frequently.  Though 
thinner  and  weaker,  he  held  on  without  change  for  a  week.  After  this 
he  grew  worse.  He  could  not  sleep,  yet  morphia  seemed  to  do  him 
harm,  causing  increase  of  spasm.  Chloral  did  better  and  gave  some 
repose.  On  the  26th  he  began  evidently  to  improve,  and  he  finally 
recovered,  though  it  was  long  before  he  was  free  from  the  stiffness  in  the 
back,  neck  and  jaws. 

The  affection  is  said  also  to  have  occurred  in  cases  of  contusion,  and 
in  simple  fractures  and  dislocatimis.  The  following  case,  of  which  Mr. 
Charles  Lucas,  of  Burwell,  has  kindly  sent  me  the  particulars,  appears  to 
belong  to  this  class.  A  stalwart  man,  set.  30,  received  a  kick  from  a 
horse  in  the  left  thigh  on  9th  March  1883.  On  the  13th,  when  first  seen 
by  Mr.  Lucas,  there  was  a  hard,  brawny  swelling,  very  tender  and  pain- 
ful, in  the  middle  of  the  outer  side  of  the  thigh.  No  scratch  or  trace 
of  wound  was  discoverable  there  or  elsewhere.  Fomentations  and  poultices 
were  applied.  In  the  night  of  the  24th  his  back  and  jaw  became  stiff,  he 
was  unable  to  open  his  mouth,  and  swallowing  was  difficult.  Next  day  these 
symptoms  had  increased,  and  there  were  violent,  painful  spasms,  with 
rigidity  of  the  muscles  of  the  face,  neck,  back  and  abdomen ;  also  pain 
about  the  region  of  the  stomach,  firm  clenching  of  the  jaws  and  complete 
inability  to  swallow,  the  attempt  to  do  so  bringing  on  severe  spasms.  A 
free  incision  into  the  swelling  of  the  thigh  gave  vent  to  a  large  quantity 
of  foetid  greenish  fluid,  which  was  followed  by  almost  immediate  relief 
to  the  symptoms.  On  the  following  day,  26th,  and  on  the  27th  he  could 
swallow  gruel,  and  the  stiffness  and  spasms  had  nearly  subsided.  On  the 
28th  there  was  a  complete  recurrence  of  all  the  tetanic  trouble,  and  a 
cessation  of  the  discharge  from  the  wound.  The  symptoms  again  ceased 
when  the  wound  was  freely  reopened,  and  did  not  recur.  The  man 
completely  recovered,  though  the  convalescence  was  slow. 

In  this  and  similar  cases  it  is  possible  that  the  tetanic  symptoms  may 
be  due  to  reflex  irritation  of  motor  centres  in  the  spinal  cord  by  the  local 
disturbance,  rather  than  to  any  intermediate  influence  of  bacilli  or  toxins 
acting  through  the  blood. 

It  is  important  to  remark,  with  reference  to  the  possibility  of  the 
occurrence  of  idiopathic  tetanus,  that  the  reported  cases  of  this  nature 
have  in  most  instances  been  milder,  and  have  more  frequently  recovered 
than  the  traumatic  cases.  Still,  if  the  now  prevailing  view  be  correct 
that  the  disease  is  due  to  the  introduction  into  the  Avound  of  certain 
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special  bacteria,  there  must  be  some  lesion  to  admit  of  their  entrance. 
This  may  be  an  ulcer  in  the  mouth,  the  pharynx,  the  alimentary  canal 
(8),  or  in  some  other  undetected  part.  Possibly  the  proportion  of  re- 
coveries in  the  supposed  idiopathic  cases  is  attribvitable  to  the  fact  that 
the  undetected  local  lesion  is  small  in  them,  and  the  amount  or  virulence 
of  the  infection  less. 

Diagnosis. — Tetanus  may  be  distinguished  from  hydrophobia  by  the 
persistence  of  the  muscular  contraction  in  the  intervals  between  the 
spasms,  evinced  by  the  closure  of  the  jaws,  by  the  hardness  of  the 
abdomen,  also  by  the  cause  of  the  wound.  In  hydrophobia  there  is 
commonly  more  wildness  of  expression,  more  movement,  more  jerking  of 
the  limbs,  greater  apprehension  of  taking  any  fluid.  Even  the  mere 
approach  of  a  drinking-cup  may  throw  the  sufferer  into  violent  spasms. 

There  is  a  variety  of  tetanus,  a  sort  of  modification  of  trismus,  described 
by  German  writers  as  kopftetanus,  or  head-tetanus,  the  special  features  of 
which  are  that  it  is  caused  by  some  injury  to  the  face,  and  is  attended 
with  paralysis  of  the  side  of  the  face  injured.  I  have  seen  the  following 
examples  of  it: — (I.)  A  man,  set.  35,  in  the  Norwich  Hospital  in  1837, 
with  a  wound  in  the  forehead  caused  by  a  fall  from  a  cart,  lacerating 
the  occipito-frontalis  but  not  exposing  the  bone.  The  symptoms  began 
a  week  afterwards  with  stiffness  of  the  neck  and  jaws,  and  paralysis  of 
the  right  side  of  the  face,  the  mouth  being  drawn  to  the  left.  These 
were  followed  by  frequent  severe  spasms  of  the  jaw  and  body  muscles, 
more  especially  of  the  fore  part  of  the  body,  the  man  bending  forwards 
and  clasping  his  knees  Avith  his  hands,  this  being  attended  with  much 
suffering  and  difficulty  of  breathing.  There  was  no  loss  of  consciousness. 
He  died  the  day  after  his  admission.  The  brain  presented  no  morbid 
appearance.  The  spinal  marrow  and  the  lining  membrane  of  the  larynx 
were  rather  vascular.  (H.)  A  man,  set.  34,  was  kicked  and  wounded 
about  the  head  and  face,  19th  December  1858.  On  the  morning  of  the 
27th  he  could  not  open  his  mouth  wide.  On  the  following  night  he  was 
troubled  and  kept  awake  by  sudden  closure  of  the  jaws  biting  his  tongue. 
This  occurred  each  night,  and  was  a  source  of  much  pain.  On  the  4th 
of  January  he  came  into  Addenbrooke's  Hospital.  There  was  a  festering 
wound  on  the  bridge  of  the  nose  and  scars  on  the  forehead ;  also  imper- 
fect power  of  movement  of  both  sides  of  the  face,  especially  of  the  right 
side,  amounting  to  facial  paralysis  ;  inability  to  open  the  mouth  and  pro- 
trude the  tongue  ;  tension  of  abdominal  muscles  ;  voice  indistinct ;  when  he 
tried  to  speak  he  put  his  finger  into  his  mouth  to  prevent  the  lips,  which 
were  drawn  to  the  left,  being  pressed  between  the  teeth  on  the  right  side  ; 
difficulty  in  swallowing,  partly  owing  to  the  difficulty  in  deglutition  and 
partly  to  the  fluid  being  returned  between  the  lips.  The  introduction  of 
a  tube  into  the  pharynx  caused  severe  general  spasm ;  enemata  of  beef- 
tea  and  port  wine  were  therefore  given  twice  daily.  The  choking  and 
throat  spasms  caused  by  accumulation  of  phlegm  in  the  fauces  were  much 
relieved  by  smoking  tobacco.  He  gradually  recovered,  and  the  facial 
paralysis  nearly  or  quite  ceased.    (HI.)  A  man,  set.  42,  was  admitted  into 
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Addenbrooke's,  21st  March  1891,  with  a  wound  under  the  left  eye  by  a 
kick  from  a  horse.  There  was  paralysis  of  that  side  of  the  face,  with 
clenching  of  the  jaws,  abdominal  tension,  and  laryngeal  spasms.  These 
last  were  so  severe  and  almost  asphyxiating  during  the  night  that 
tracheotomy  was  performed,  with  great  relief.  On  the  23rd  he  became 
quiet,  but  for  some  days  coughing  and  choking  was  caused  by  milk  and 
other  fluids  passing  into  the  trachea  and  bronchi,  and  escaping  through 
the  wound  in  the  throat.  This  gradually  ceased  and  he  got  well. 
During  the  spasms  which  occurred  under  chloroform,  and  subsequently 
through  the  night,  the  back  and  limbs,  as  well  as  the  right  side  of  the 
face,  were  affected.  (IV.)  A  strong,  healthy  man,  eet.  28,  on  4th  February 
1895,  fell  on  to  a  heap  of  dirt,  and  cut  the  cheek  just  below  the  left  eyelid. 
The  wound  was  cleaned,  dressed,  and  united  by  sutures  at  the  hospital. 
On  the  6th  it  was  again  dressed  and  was  doing  fairly  well.  On  the  10th 
he  felt  a  little  stiffness  of  the  jaws.  On  the  11th  the  wound  was  again 
dressed,  but  the  stiffness  of  the  face  did  not  attract  much  attention.  On 
the  12th  this  symptom  had  increased.  On  the  13th  he  was  admitted 
into  the  hospital.  Milk  was  given,  but  he  became  less  and  less  able  to 
swallow  it.  On  the  morning  of  the  16th,  when  I  first  saw  him,  the 
affection  had  increased  considerably.  He  was  unable  to  open  the  mouth 
or  protrude  the  tongue.  The  attempt  to  do  so  caused  severe  spasms 
of  the  face,  neck  and  back,  inducing  a  certain  amount  of  opisthotonos, 
also  decided  spasm  of  the  front  of  the  neck  with  blueness  of  the  face. 
There  was  no  hardness  of  the  abdomen  and  no  spasm  of  the  limbs. 
Decided  paralysis  of  the  left  side  of  the  face,  the  mouth  was  drawn  to 
the  right,  the  eyelids  could  not  be  closed,  and  the  left  pupil  was  dilated. 
He  had  been  able  to  swallow  very  little  during  the  night.  The  case  was 
evidently  urgent.  Antitoxin  was  telegraphed  for ;  but  before  it  arrived 
or  other  measures  were  taken  he  had  a  severe  spasm,  during  which  he 
became  blue  and  died  evidently  from  laryngeal  stoppage  of  the  breath.  On 
post-mortem  examination  on  the  18th  no  trace  of  disease  was  discovered. 

It  will  be  observed  that  in  all  these  cases,  in  addition  to  the  wound 
of  the  face  with  paralysis,  clenching  of  the  jaws,  and  tension  of  the 
abdominal  muscles,  there  was  spasm  or  paralysis  of  the  glottis,  which 
constituted  the  most  urgent  symptom.  This  was  fatal  in  No.  IV.,  prob- 
ably also  in  No.  I.,  and  required  tracheotomy  in  No.  III.  ;  in  No.  II.  the 
pipe  of  tobacco  seemed  to  give  relief.  The  paralysis  of  the  glottis  permit- 
ting fluids  to  pass  from  the  mouth  into  the  respiratory  passages  was  a  very 
troublesome  feature  in  No.  III. ;  and  in  No.  IV.  the  pupil  was  dilated. 
In  I.,  II.  and  III.  the  muscular  affection  did  not  extend  beyond  the 
abdomen,  where  it  caused  firmness  of  the  abdominal  wall ;  but  in  No.  IV. 
the  back  muscles  were  affected,  and  the  abdomen  was  soft.  In  all,  the 
limbs  were  free.  The  facial  paralysis  is  difficult  to  explain.  It  has 
been  attributed  to  swelling  or  some  inflammatory  or  other  influence 
radiating  from  the  wound  and  involving  the  facial  nerve,  to  inflammation 
of  the  nerve  in  its  course  through  the  temporal  bone  or  on  the  cranial 
side  of  that  bone,  but  no  satisfactory  conclusion  has  been  arrived  at.  In 
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No.  IV".  the  paralysis  extended  to  the  iris.  There  was  no  loss  of  con- 
sciousness or  of  sensation  in  the  parts  affected  in  any  of  the  cases. 

Rose,  in  the  article  before  mentioned,  gives  two  similar  cases  ;  in  one  of 
them  the  affection  extended  to  the  limbs,  and  the  patient  died ;  in  the 
other,  recovery  took  place.  In  the  early  part  of  last  year  a  case  of 
kopftetanus  was  related  by  Caretti.  There  was  a  lacerated,  con- 
tused wound  of  the  forehead,  paralysis  of  the  face  on  both  sides, 
and  trismus.  The  arrest  of  the  malady  was  attributed  to  the  use  of 
antitoxin.  Another  case  in  which  the  cure  was  also  attributed  to 
antitoxin  is  there  quoted.    [See  also  22.] 

The  spasms  of  strychnia  poisoning  somewhat  resemble  those  of  tetanus; 
but  they  are  more  sudden  and  more  rapid  in  sequence,  affecting  the  whole 
frame,  including  the  digits.  The  muscular  relaxation  in  the  intervals  of 
the  spasms  is  more  complete.  The  affection  is  more  quickly  fatal,  or  on 
the  other  hand  subsides  ;  a  speedy  termination  which  contrasts  with  the 
somewhat  slower  course  of  tetanus,  especially  of  those  cases  of  tetanus  in 
which  there  is  no  discoverable  external  lesion.  Strychnia  may  be  found 
in  the  urine. 

Tetany,  so  called  from  its  simulating  tetanus,  is  a  spasmodic  affection 
resulting  from  an  irritated  condition  of  the  nervous  centres,  either 
originating  there,  or  transmitted  from  some  disorder  of  other  parts,  such 
as  the  stomach  or  bowels,  the  uterus,  the  urinary  or  genital  organs.  It 
appears  to  be  less  common  in  this  country  than  in  other  regions.  The 
spasms  progress  less  steadily  and  recur  less  regularly  than  those  of 
tetanus,  and  they  are  attended  with  less  wear  of  the  system.  Often 
they  are  localised,  and  not  unfrequently  they  are  confined  to  the  hands 
and  feet ;  this  is  particularly  the  case  in  children,  in  whom  the  malady, 
often  associated  with  rickets,  easily  yields  to  treatment,  or  subsides 
spontaneously.  In  some  instances  the  spasms  are  more  general,  more 
severe,  or  more  frequent,  and  they  may  lead  even  to  a  fatal  termi- 
nation. This  has  occurred  in  several  cases  after  complete  removal  of  the 
thyroid  gland,  and  under  these  circumstances  the  diagnosis  from  tetanus 
might  be  difficult.  One  cause  of  tetany,  at  any  rate,  appears  to  be  a 
deficiency  in  the  secretion  of  the  thyroid  gland ;  and  cases  of  its  cure, 
either  after  removal  of  the  gland  or  otherwise,  by  administration  of  the 
thyroid  extract,  were  published  last  year  by  Dr.  Byrom  Bramwell  (23). 
If  this  sequence  be  verified,  thyroid  extract  would  serve  as  a  ready  means 
of  diagnosis.  Sudden  and  fatal  attacks  of  tetany  sometimes  occur  in 
cases  of  dilatation  of  the  stomach. 

The  following  case,  which  I  saw  in  consultation  with  Dr.  Buckenham 
and  Dr.  Lawrence  Humphry,  the  latter  of  whom  has  kindly  given  me 
the  notes,  may  be  regarded  as  an  example  of  the  severe  form  of  tetany. 

A  pale,  thin,  anxious-looking  lad,  set.  13,  sitting  on  a  sofa  with  the 
head  bent  on  to  the  chest,  and  rigidly  fixed  in  that  position ;  knees 
firmly  extended,  and  rectus  abdominis  contracted,  mapped  into  squares, 
and  bending  the  body  forward ;  upper  limbs  stiff,  but  not  so  fixed 
as  the  lower;  muscles  of  back  rigid,  and  sterno-mastoid  and  trapezius 
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especially  so ;  muscles  of  face  not  rigid ;  he  could  open  his  mouth  and 
put  out  his  tongue,  which  was  much  scarred ;  tenderness  over  fourth  and 
fifth  cervical  vertebrae,  which  were  rendered  prominent  by  the  bending  of 
the  neck ;  temperature  100°,  pulse  90.  Slight  spasms  during  the  day 
were  easily  brought  on  by  movement,  swallowing,  or  any  irritation.  At 
night  these  were  severe,  causing  him  to  bite  his  tongue  and  cry  out,  and 
his  respiration  was  then  difficult ;  no  loss  of  consciousness  during  the 
spasms,  or  at  other  times,  and  no  fits.  The  affection  began  three  weeks 
previously  without  apparent  cause,  with  spasms  of  the  jaw  causing  him 
to  bite  his  tongue.  The  spasms  extended  and  increased  in  severity. 
They  continued  in  spite  of  various  treatment,  and  he  died  in  a  month 
(seven  weeks  from  the  commencement  of  the  attack)  of  exhaustion.  A 
post-mortem  examination  could  not  be  obtained.  It  was  stated  that  he 
had  a  similar  attack,  not  so  severe,  three  years  before,  and  recovered. 

Among  the  many  features  which  hysteria  and  hystero-epilepsy  occasion- 
ally assume  are  spasmodic  or  convulsive  seizures ;  these  may  present  some 
resemblance  to  tetanus,  but  can  scarcely  be  mistaken  for  it.  The  sex, 
appearance,  general  character  of  the  patient's  constitution,  and  the  char- 
acter of  the  seizures,  are  commonly  sufficient  to  indicate  the  nature  of  the 
malady.  The  writhing,  the  distortion  of  features,  the  laughing  or  crying, 
the  hallucinations,  the  more  or  less  complete  anaesthesia  or  paralysis  of 
parts  of  the  body,  the  affections  of  consciousness,  most  of  which  are  due 
to  influences  acting  on  the  cerebral  hemispheres,  are  very  unlike  the 
manifestations  of  spinal  excitement  which  we  witness  in  tetanus. 

Treatment. — With  regard  to  the  treatment  of  tetanus  it  is  necessary 
to  bear  in  mind,  firstly,  that,  like  most  other  diseases  caused  by  toxic 
agencies  in  the  blood,  it  runs  a  definite  course,  having,  as  it  were,  a 
certain  life-history — a  period  of  incubation  which  varies  from  a  few 
hours  to  several  weeks,  a  period  of  increase,  and  a  period  of  decline. 
These  may  not  be  defined  or  regular  as  to  their  time  of  occurrence  or 
duration,  but  they  clearly  exist ;  and  the  severity  and  impression  of  the 
attack  upon  the  system  may  be  taken  as  proportionate  to  the  amount 
and  virulence  of  the  admitted  poison  as  compared  with  the  resisting 
powers  of  the  individual.  Secondly,  as  already  mentioned,  the  symptoms 
of  tetanus  are  usually  seen  first  in  the  muscles  of  the  neck,  jaws  and 
face.  This  early  condition  has  been  called  trismus ;  and  if  the  affec- 
tion go  no  further,  the  patient  commonly  recovers.  Thirdly,  we  have 
hitherto,  that  is  to  say  till  recently,  known  of  no  antidote  or  agency 
whereby  the  poison  could  be  neutralised  or  its  influence  upon  the 
system  mitigated.  Fourthly,  our  means  of  modifying  the  poison  being 
very  small,  the  contest  lies  between  the  strength  of  the  attacking  poison 
and  the  resisting  strength  of  the  tissues ;  and  the  treatment  resolves 
itself  mainly  into  the  adoption  of  measures  which  may  increase  the 
latter  and  enable  the  patient  to  hold  on  till  the  malady  runs  its 
course  and  terminates  by  resolution.  The  alleviation  of  particular 
symptoms,  such  as  the  spasms,  may  do  something  to  alleviate  the  distress, 
but  little  to  modify  the  progress  of  the  malady ;  and  the  drugs  employed 
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for  the  purpose  have  often  done,  on  the  whole,  more  harm  than  good. 
The  only  hopeful  means  of  treatment  has  hitherto  consisted  in  the 
endeavour  to  maintain  the  strength  by  the  administration  of  nutriment — 
this  being  especially  indicated  by  the  wasting  and  exhausting  influence 
which,  as  already  mentioned,  forms  so  prominent  a  feature  of  the  disease. 
Unfortunately,  in  most  of  the  severe  cases  this  cannot  be  efficiently 
carried  out  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  swallowing ;  and  the  difficulty  of 
giving  enemata  is  often  such  that  they  cannot  be  continued,  though  in 
some  cases  they  are  well  borne  and  should  then  be  persevered  with. 
When  food  cannot  be  swallowed  recovery  rarely  takes  place,  and  nothing- 
can  be  relied  on  even  to  postpone  the  fatal  event.  A  great  variety  of 
drugs,  chiefly  of  the  sedative  kind,  have  been  tried;  some  have  been 
thought,  in  particular  cases,  to  have  done  good,  but  no  decidedly  good 
results  have  been  obtained.  Even  the  relief  from  distress  which  may 
be  produced  by  them  does  not  seem  in  the  severe  cases  to  influence 
the  progress  of  the  malady  materially,  and  the  mild  cases  in  which  they 
have  seemed  beneficial  would  probably  have  recovered  without  them. 
Electricity,  antipyrin,  and  cold  baths  have  been  used,  as  well  as  injections 
of  carbolic  acid,  phenol,  and  corrosive  sublimate ;  but  the  cases  in 
which  benefit  is  reported  have  been  of  the  mild  type.  In  short,  when- 
ever the  patient  can  be  induced  to  swallow,  the  administration  of 
nutriment  should  be  regarded  as  the  sheet-anchor,  and  no  medicinal 
treatment  should  be  allowed  to  interfere  with  it.  Unhappily,  even  in 
these  milder  cases  it  will  often  fail,  but,  saving  the  antitoxin  method, 
we  have  no  hopeful  resource.  The  worst  case  in  which  I  ever  saw 
recovery  was  that  of  an  infant  from  whom  I  had  removed  a  large 
adipose  or  fibro-adipose  tumour  situated  in  the  back  of  the  neck.  The 
spasms  were  frequent  and  so  severe  that,  on  several  occasions,  we 
thought  the  child  was  dead.  She  continued,  however,  in  the  intervals 
to  swallow  milk.  I  did  not  allow  any  medicine  to  be  given,  but  relied 
exclusively  upon  the  milk.  Gradually  the  spasms  became  weaker  and 
less  frequent,  the  malady  ran  its  course,  and  the  child  recovered.  I  once 
Avent  several  miles  to  see  a  case  of  tetanus  in  a  man,  employed  in  the 
stables  of  a  horse-dealer,  who  had  been  accidentally  shot  in  the  back 
of  the  thigh  by  his  master.  I  directed  the  administration  of  port  wine, 
beef  tea,  and  eggs,  as  much  as  he  could  take,  and  prohiljited  all  medicine. 
It  was  rather  a  severe  case,  but  the  man  got  well.  I  have  had  other 
cases  treated  in  the  same  manner  and  with  the  like  result.  All,  be  it 
remarked,  were  able  to  swallow,  though  some  with  difficulty,  and  were 
therefore  of  the  milder  type.  It  is  surprising  how  much  nourishment  can 
be  taken  and  well  borne  in  these  cases,  which  indicates  that  there  is  no 
failure  in  the  digestive  and  assimilative  powers. 

In  the  earlier  years  of  my  practice  I  tried  a  variety  of  drugs  very 
perseveringly,  but  without  any  appreciably  good  effect.  In  some  in- 
stances I  thought  they  had  done  harm ;  and  I  came  to  the  conclusion, 
after  many  struggles  with  the  disease,  that  I  could  not  boast  of  any 
success  even  in  prolonging  life  by  these  means.    Most  if  not  all  of 
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these  drugs — such  as  morphia,  aconite,  Indian  hemp,  chloroform,  chloral — 
were  given  with  the  view  of  lessening  the  spasms,  which,  after  all,  as  I 
have  just  said,  are  but  a  symptom  of  the  disease ;  and  I  found,  in  some 
instances,  that  when  the  spasms  had  been  delayed  they  recurred  after 
the  interval  with  the  greater  severity.  In  one  case,  where  the  wound 
was  in  the  thigh,  I  kept  the  patient  continuously  under  the  influence  of 
chloroform  for  several  hours.  Then  a  violent  spasm  occurred  and  was 
fatal.  In  another  case,  that  of  a  young  gentleman  who  had  received  the 
charge  of  a  gun  in  the  buttock,  and  in  whom  the  spasms  were  frequent 
and  severe,  at  the  request  of  himself  and  his  friends,  whom  I  warned 
that  it  would  do  no  good,  I  kept  up  the  influence  of  chloroform ;  and 
though  the  spasms  were  in  great  measure  controlled  by  it,  I  thought  that 
it  rather  shortened  life.  In  yet  another  case  a  severe  and  nearly  fatal 
spasm  was  induced  by  the  administration  of  chloroform  before  amputa- 
tion of  the  damaged  leg.  After  the  operation  and  the  chloroform  there  , 
was  a  temporary  cessation  of  spasm,  but  the  disease  ran  a  fatal  course. 
I  may  observe  that  the  eff'ect  of  chloroform  varied  much  in  difl'erent 
cases  :  in  some,  as  in  the  case  just  mentioned,  its  administration  caused 
violent  spasms ;  in  others  these  did  not  occur.  In  some  its  administra- 
tion was  followed  by  a  period  of  quietude  and  relief  from  all  distress ;  in 
others  the  spasms  seemed  to  be  rather  aggravated,  and  the  patient  was 
weaker,  as  though  the  chloroform  left  him  more  susceptible  and  less  able 
to  bear  the  attacks.  I  had  some  hope  from  tobacco  given  in  the  form 
of  an  enema ;  but  it  had  to  be  used  with  much  caution  on  account  of  its 
great  depressing  eff'ect,  and  after  several  trials  I  was  not  convinced  that 
it  afl'orded  any  sufficient  compensating  advantage.  One  man  smoked 
incessantly  and  got  well,  but  it  was  not  a  severe  case ;  in  others  the 
smoking  did  no  good.  Nicotine  also  proved  of  no  avail.  In  so  far  as 
these  sedatives  have  any  initial  action  of  stimulation  of  the  ganglionic 
and  other  nerves  they  may  indeed  do  harm.  Chloral  gives  some  relief 
and  sleep,  and  perhaps  enables  the  patient  to  swallow.  In  the  case 
of  the  chronic  ulcer  of  the  leg  I  have  mentioned — a  woman  set.  50 — 
the  dyspnoea  from  closure  of  the  glottis  during  the  spasms  was  so 
urgent  that  I  performed  tracheotomy.  It  relieved  that  symptom, 
and  the  spasms,  for  a  time,  were  less  severe ;  but  she  became  weaker, 
and  died  on  the  twenty -second  day  from  the  commencement  of  the 
attack.  Opium  and  Indian  hemp  in  large  doses  did  no  real  good  ;  and 
the  same,  on  the  whole,  has  been  the  experience  of  others.  The  extract 
of  Indian  hemp,  in  one  case  that  I  saw,  was  found  after  death  to  have 
accumulated  into  a  dangerous  mass  in  the  stomach,  where  it  had  not  been 
digested  or  absorbed.  I  came,  therefore,  long  ago,  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  administration  of  nutriment  was  the  only  hopeful  treatment ;  that 
where  this  could  be  done  nothing  should  be  allowed  to  interfere  with  it, 
and  that  where  it  could  not  be  done  it  mattered  little  what  measures 
were  adopted,  the  result  being  almost  invariably  fatal.  It  need  scarcely 
be  added  that  the  patient  should  be  kept  quiet  and  protected  from  cold, 
and  from  all  draughts  and  other  external  irritants. 
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The  wound  should  be  cleansed  from  all  foreign  substances,  and  freely 
soaked  with  antiseptic  solutions.  Eemoval  of  the  limb  by  amputation, 
also  division  or  stretching  of  the  nerves  connected  with  the  wounded  part, 
have  been  resorted  to,  but  rarely  with  good  result.  The  poison  has  already 
entered  the  system,  and  is  Avorking  its  evil  way  there ;  and  as  in  the  case 
of  hydrophobia,  and  of  primary  syphilitic  sores  when  the  glands  are 
affected,  the  further  progress  of  the  malady  does  not  appear  to  be  much 
influenced  by  the  removal  of  the  primary  source  of  infection.  Where 
a  good  result  has  followed,  the  same  would  probably  have  ensued  had 
there  been  no  surgical  interference.  Thus,  in  a  lad  eet.  13,  admitted 
into  Addenbrooke's  a  fortnight  after  a  contused  wound  of  the  fourth 
and  fifth  fingers,  the  fourth  finger,  which  was  in  a  foul  state,  was 
amputated  under  chloroform,  a  bad  spasm  occurring  when  he  was 
being  anaesthetised.  The  spasms  were  not  very  severe,  the  temperature 
never  rose  above  100°,  and  he  took  nourishment.  Chloral  hydrate  and 
bromide  of  potassium  were  given ;  the  spasms  diminished  in  frequency 
and  severity  till  April  16  th,  when  the  last  occurred,  and  he  got  quite 
well.  Gross  (i.  633)  relates  that  in  a  case  of  tetanus  he  dissected  out 
from  the  face  of  a  girl  a  tender  cicatrix  which  had  followed  a  lesion 
from  a  splinter  of  wood  a  month  before  the  occurrence  of  tetanic 
symptoms  ;  no  further  paroxysms  occurred.  On  the  other  hand,  I 
have  seen  amputation  of  the  leg  in  four  cases  in  which  tetanus  ensued 
upon  injuries  to  the  foot,  but  without  good  effect  in  any.  A  more 
favourable  view  of  the  operation  seems  to  be  afforded  by  the  Surgical 
History  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  in  America  {vide  Appendix),  where 
it  is  stated  that  the  operation  was  resorted  to  in  twenty-nine  cases  after 
incipient  tetanic  symptoms,  with  favourable  results  in  ten.  It  is  not 
stated  whether  in  these  cases  the  disease  was  acute  or  chronic,  though  it 
would  appear  to  have  been  acute  in  four  out  of  the  seven  cases  related. 
The  observation  that  the  bacillus  germinates  chiefly  in  the  deeper  j^arts 
of  the  wound,  and  disseminates  itself  in  the  surrounding  tissues,  renders 
free  excision  or  amputation  necessary  if  any  local  measure  of  this  sort  is 
attempted  ;  and  of  no  less  importance  for  the  prevention  of  tetanus  is  the 
free  cleansing  of  the  wound  with  antiseptic  solutions  in  all  cases  if,  as 
appears  to  be  the  fact,  the  bacilli  have  their  seat  and  residence  in  and 
near  the  wound,  where  they  generate  the  toxin  which  enters  the  blood, 
and  if  their  development  and  increase  are  favoured  by  the  presence 
of  pus. 

If  by  extraction  of  one  or  more  teeth,  or  by  the  nostril,  no  way  can 
be  made  for  the  passage  of  a  tube,  the  operation  of  gastrostomy  has  been 
rendered  comparatively  so  safe  and  simple  by  the  modern  appliances  of 
surgery,  that  it  might  be  resorted  to  in  some  of  those  cases  of  medium 
severity  in  which  swallowing  is  difficult  or  cannot  be  accomplished.  The 
requisite  steps  should  be  taken  to  open  the  stomach  at  once  and 
introduce  a  tube  through  which  nourishment  may  be  passed  with  a  free 
hand.  I  am  not  aware  that  this  proceeding  has  been  tried  or  even 
suggested ;  but  I  think  it  deserves  consideration,  and  it  might  prove  an 
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assistant  to  the  treatment  inth  antitoxin  by  maintaining  the  strength 
during  the  days  in  which  that  remedy  is  being  employed. 

For  a  new  hope  is  dawning  with  regard  to  the  treatment  of  this  and 
of  other  affections,  dependent  like  it  upon  a  toxic  infection  of  the  blood  :  a 
hope  based  upon  a  method  which  is  really  antidotal,  and  consists  in  the 
introduction  into  the  system  of  a  material  engendered  by  the  poison  or 
toxin,  and  called  antitoxin.  Should  this  hope  be  realised  in  the  future 
application  of  the  method,  one  which  concerns  not  tetanus  only  but 
other  kindred  diseases  also,  we  shall  be  able  to  boast  of  the  most  im- 
portant discovery  ever  made  in  therapeutics,  one  of  the  most  important 
ever  made  in  medicine — perhaps  the  greatest  and  most  beneficent  medical 
discovery  of  our  generation.  In  what  manner  the  antitoxin  is  produced, 
whether  by  the  toxin  stimulating  the  cells  or  other  tissues  of  the  body 
to  its  formation,  or  by  any  change,  such  as  an  increased  oxygenation, 
which  the  toxin  itself  undergoes,  or  from  the  disintegrating  bodies  of 
exhausted  or  dead  bacteria,  or  by  what  other  process,  is  not  clearly 
known.  It  seems  to  act,  like  the  toxin,  as  a  ferment.  Thus  we  have 
in  the  blood,  at  the  same  time,  the  two  ferments — the  poison  and  its 
antidote,  the  toxin  and  the  antitoxin — the  one  leading  to  the  production 
of  the  other  ;  and  also,  somewhere  within  the  surface,  the  bacteria  which 
are  the  source  of  one  or  the  other,  of  the  poison  and  its  antidote,  or  of 
both.  In  the  case  of  diphtheria  this  therapeutic  method  is  so  far 
gradually  gaining  ground.  In  tetaniis  it  has  not  been  tried  in  a 
sufficient  number  of  severe  cases  to  enable  us  even  to  come  to  a  pro- 
visional conclusion ;  and  some  at  least  of  the  milder  cases  might  have 
recovered  equally  well  without  it.  The  general  opinion,  however,  seems 
to  be  that  in  many  of  the  cases  in  which  it  has  been  tried  it  has  so  far 
afforded  relief  as  to  justify  the  hope  that  further  experience  will  show, 
at  any  rate,  that  it  has  more  potency  in  resisting  and  overcoming  the 
malady  than  any  other  agent  which  has  yet  been  tried  (9).  We  read 
that  in  several  cases  of  the  milder  kind  where  it  has  been  tried  the 
spasms  have  been  mitigated,  and  the  amount  of  toxin  in  the  urine  has  been 
reduced ;  there  seenis  to  be  no  record  of  any  acute  case  in  which  the 
antitoxin  treatment  was  even  of  temporary  benefit.  It  has  been  noted 
also  that  the  symptoms  have  returned  during  the  temporary  suspension 
of  the  injections,  to  be  mitigated  again  on  their  resumption.  We  read, 
too,  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  recorded  cases  in  which  it  has  been 
used  have  recovered,  though,  as  I  have  already  said,  these  were  chiefly 
of  the  milder  type  (10);  it  does  not  seem  to  have  been  productive  of 
ill  effects  in  any  of  the  cases.  In  most  cases  the  relief  afforded  by 
the  antitoxin  injections,  if  any,  was  soon  manifested.  In  some  there 
was  a  longer  interval,  the  symptoms  continuing  unabated  or  even 
increasing  at  first,  though  they  ultimately  yielded  to  the  influence.  In 
two  cases  of  "  kopf tetanus  "  referred  to  above  the  good  results  were  attri- 
buted to  the  use  of  antitoxin.  These  and  other  variations  in  the 
effects  of  the  agent  may  not  improbably  have  depended  on  variations  in 
its  strength  and  quality  or  on  the  method  of  its  preparation.  Respecting 
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all  this  there  is  much  to  be  learned,  and  we  must  look  for  practical 
information  concerning  the  antitoxin  treatment  of  tetanus,  in  the  main,  to 
those  countries  in  which  the  disease  is  more  frequent  than  hapjiily  it  is 
in  our  temperate  regions.  In  our  own  country  the  cases  are  comparatively 
few  and  sporadic,  and  they  occur  without  any  warning ;  there  is  nothing 
in  the  nature  of  the  local  lesion  to  give  intimation  of  the  probability  of 
so  serious  a  complication.  Hence  the  practitioner  is  probably  not  at 
once  prepared  with  the  means  of  giving  trial  to  the  antitoxin  treatment. 
Happily  the  remedy  is  becoming  less  expensive  and  more  easily  pro- 
curable in  an  emergency.  It  may  now  be  obtained  from  Messrs.  Allen 
and  Hanbury,  in  Plough  Court,  E.G.,  at  a  moderate  cost,  though  as  many 
as  thirty  injections  or  more  may  be  required  in  the  treatment  of  a  single 
case.  It  must  be  used  early  ;  the  cases,  therefore,  in  which  it  can  be  tried 
with  good  hope  of  success  are  few,  and  some  time  must  elapse  before  we 
can  form  a  true  estimate  of  its  value.  We  should,  at  any  rate,  whether 
we  resort  to  the  new  remedy  or  not,  persist  in  the  plan  of  treatment 
which  I  have  indicated,  and  maintain  the  strength  of  the  patient  till 
the  storm  is  overpast,  in  the  hope  that  the  vessel  may  be  enabled  to 
weather  its  blasts. 

When  the  disease  subsides  the  spasms  become  less  severe  and  less 
frequent,  the  face  more  natural,  and  the  periods  of  sleep  longer  and  less 
disturbed.  For  a  considerable  time  after  all  spasms  have  suljsided  a 
sense  of  stiffness,  as  if  from  cold  or  rheumatism,  is  experienced  in  various 
parts ;  it  is  longest  felt  in  the  neck,  back  and  loins,  and  is  liable  to  be 
increased  by  exposure  to  damp  or  cold,  or  by  fatigue.  It  is  in  some 
cases  felt  about  the  jaws  for  months.  Much  care  in  diet  and  in  the 
avoidance  of  cold  should  lie  enjoined,  for  instances  have  occurred  in 
which  the  disease  has  returned  after  many  days  somewhat  in  the  manner 
of  relapsing  fever. 

Mopbid  Anatomy. — The  examination  post-mortem  in  cases  of  tetainis 
has  commonly  revealed  to  the  naked  eye  no  trace  of  disease  in  any  part 
of  the  body.  Naturally,  attention  has  been  directed  chiefly  to  the 
nervous  system ;  but  here,  for  the  most  part,  whether  in  the  brain, 
spinal  cord,  meninges,  or  nerves,  nothing  abnormal  has  been  discovered. 
In  a  few  cases,  it  is  true,  congestion  has  been  observed  in  the  spinal  cord, 
or  in  its  membranes,  or  in  both,  more  particularly  about  the  regions  con- 
nected with  the  nerves  of  the  injured  part.  This  congestion  has,  in  some 
instances,  been  attended  with  changes  or  degenerated  conditions  in  the 
gray  matter  of  the  cord,  and  some  swelling.  Thus  an  instance  is  related 
by  Dr.  Dickinson  (11),  in  which  there  was,  in  addition  to  the  congestion 
of  the  dura  mater  and  the  pia  mater,  swelling  of  the  cervical  and  lumbar 
portions  of  the  cord  caused  by  transparent  exudation  into  the  substance 
of  the  cord  with  consequent  lesion  of  the  substance.  Lockhart  Clarke  and 
Clifford  Allbutt  also  found  swelling  and  areas  of  disintegration  of  the  gray 
matter  of  the  cord  with  exudation  of  finely  granular  matter  and  del^ris 
of  blood  and  vessels.  The  nerves  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  wound 
have  also  been  found  inflamed.     These  occasional  appearances  confirm 
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the  view,  which  on  other  grounds  can  scarcely  be  doubted,  that  the 
tetanus  poison  vents  itself  in  an  especial  manner  upon  the  spinal 
cord,  causing  functional  disturbance ;  though  it  is  usually  attended  with 
little  or  no  gross  structural  lesion.  This  absence  of  actual  nerve 
lesion  formed  an  argument  (12)  against  the  supposition  that  the  real,  at 
any  rate  the  primary  seat  of  the  disease  was  in  the  nervous  system 
itself,  and  prepared  us  for  or  suggested  the  view,  since  confirmed  by  the 
bacteriological  investigations,  that  blood-poisoning  by  noxious  material 
introduced  into  the  system  must  be  the  essential  cause  of  the  malady. 

The  rigor  mortis  is  said  to  persist  long  (13).  As  already  stated,  certain 
muscles  have  been  found  ruptured,  and  even  bones  broken,  by  the  force 
of  the  spasmodic  contraction  of  the  muscles. 

Infantile  Tetanus  {Tetanus  neonatorum) 

is  commonly,  and  probably  with  reason,  attributed  to  some  infection  taking- 
place  at  the  umbilicus.  I  have  only  seen  one  case  :  the  child  was  stiff  all 
over,  persistently  so,  as  far  as  I  could  judge,  and  did  not  live  long. 
Escherich  (14)  has  tried  the  antitoxin  treatment  in  four  of  these  cases,  of 
Avhich  one  recovered.  In  case  1  the  doses  administered  were  too  small  in 
qTiantity ;  in  case  4  the  disease  was  exceptionally  severe,  so  that  a  good 
result  could  not  be  expected  ;  in  case  3  the  injections  had  to  be  discon- 
tinued in  consequence  of  the  onset  of  septic  pneumonia.  Inoculation  of 
mice  from  two  of  the  cases  (1  and  4)  with  a  bit  of  tissue  taken  from  near 
the  umbilicus  caused  typical  tetanus  ;  but  in  the  other  cases  the  inoculation 
was  without  resvilt.  The  disease  is  said  to  be  common  in  some  regions, 
especially  in  India,  where  antitoxin  has  been  tried,  at  least  in  one  case, 
but  with  no  good  result  (15). 

APPENDIX 

History  of  War  of  Rebellion. — The  fullest  statistical  record  hitherto 
published  is  to  be  found  in  that  marvellous  compilation  and  evidence  of  American 
worli,  the  Medical  and  Surgical  History  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  third  surgical 
vol.  p.  818.  Of  246,712  injuries  by  weapons  of  war,  505  (0"20  per  cent,  or  a 
little  over  2  in  1000)  were  followed  by  tetanus,  which  is  regarded  as  not  a  large 
proportion.    The  seat  of  the  injury  and  the  result  are  tabulated  as  follows  : — 


Seat  of  Injury. 

Total  Cases. 

Recoveries. 

Deaths. 

Ratio  of 
Mortality. 

Head,  face,  neok  .... 

Trunk  .   

Upper  extremity  .... 
Lower  extremity  .... 

21 
55 
137 
292 

1 
5 
18 
30 

20 
50 
119 
252 

95-2 
90-9 
86-8 
89-7 

Aggregate  ..... 

505 

54 

451 

89-3 

"  The  belief  that  wounds  of  the  foot  and  hand  are  pai'ticularly  liable  to 
cause  tetanus  is  not  confirmed  by  the  cases  recorded  during  the  war."  The 
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rarity  of  tetanic  complication  of  chest-wounds  is  noted ;  and  in  all  but  1  of  the 
17  of  these  there  were  injuries  to  scapula,  shoulder,  or  arm. 

In  131  instances  tetanus  followed  closely  upon  operations  in  the  extremities, 
namely,  in  116  cases  after  amputations,  and  in  15  after  excision. 

The  recoveries  were  chiefly  in  the  slighter  or  more  chronic  cases ;  and  the 
later  the  occurrence  of  the  disease  after  the  injury  the  greater  the  chance  of 
life. 

In  6  cases  the  disease  occurred  within  twenty-four  hours  after  the  injury. 
Few  on  the  second,  third,  and  fourth  days.  From  the  fifth  day  the  number 
rapidly  increased  until  the  eighth,  when  it  diminished  till  the  fourteenth  day  ; 
after  which  it  "  appeared  irregularly  " — in  one  not  till  seven  months  after  the 
injury. 

In  203,  one  more  than  one-half,  the  duration  of  the  disease  did  not  exceed 
three  days  ;  of  these  only  2  recovered.  The  longest  duration  of  the  fatal  cases 
was  twenty-seven  days. 

In  several  instances  the  removal  of  the  missiles  or  foreign  bodies,  or  pieces  of 
bone,  seemed  to  have  quieted  the  threatening  symptoms. 

Amputation  was  resorted  to  in  29  instances  after  incipient  tetanic  symptoms  ; 

10  of  the  cases  resulted  favourably.     This  is  very  strong  evidence  in  favour  of 

the  proceeding ;  but  it  is  not  stated  whether  the  disease  was  acute  or  chronic. 

In  4  of  the  7  cases  related  it  would  appear  to  have  been  acute.    Relief  was 

afforded  by  the  chloroform  and  continued  after  the  operation.    No  anatomical 

lesions  of  the  medulla  oblongata  cerebellum  or  spinal  cord  were  found  in  the 

cases  that  were  examined  post-mortem.  ^ 

George  Murray  Humphry. 


KEFERENCES 

1.  I)r.'^iiCAis-E  in  Iiiteriiational  Enci/lo2}cedia  of  Sitrc/ery,  iii.  607.— 2.  Gross.  System 
of  Surgcrtj,  i.  629.-3.  Le  Gros  Clark.  Diagnosis  of  Visceral  Lesions,  p.  176.— 
4.  British  3IedicalJournal,  Oct.  21,  1892;  Epitome,  No.  352.-5.  Quain's  Dictionary 
of  Medicine,  1894,  ii.  104.— 6.  Ibid.  p.  99.-7.  Dr.  Parry.  Cases  of  Tetanus  and 
HydrophoUa.—?,.  Brit.  Med.  Journal,  Marcli  5,  1892  ;  Epitome,  No.  199.— 9.  Ihid. 
Sept.  15,  1894.— 10.  Dr.  Johx  Marriott  of  Northampton.  Brit.  Med.  Journal,  June 
19,  1895.-11.  Mcdico-Cliirurg.  Trans,  vol.  xli.  — 12.  Bowlp.y  in  St.  Bartholomew's 
Hospital  Reports,  xix.— 13.  Curling,  p.  77. — 14.  Escherich.  Brit.  Med.  Journal, 
Sept.  23,  1893  ;  Epitome,  No.  253.-15.  Ibid.  Jan.  19,  1895.-16.  Lockhart  Clarke. 
Medico- Chirurg.  Trans.  1865.  —  17.  Clifford  Allbutt.  Path.  Trans.  1871.— 
18.  Leyden.  Virch.  Arch.  1863. —19.  Coats.  Medico -Chirurg.  Trans.  1878.-20. 
Poland  and  Hulke.  Holmes'  System  of  Surgery,  1882.— 21.  Rose.  Pithau.  Billroth 
Handbuch  dar  Chirurgie,  §  63.-22.  Caretti.  Brit.  Med.  Journal,  Epitome,  March  16, 
1895.-23.  Bramwell.  Brit.  Med.  Journal,  June  22,  1895.— 24.  Trevelyan.  Brit. 
Med.  Journal,  Feb.  8,  1896. 

G.  M.  H. 

1.  Behring.  Das  Tetanusheilscrum,  Leipzig,  1892  ;  see  also  his  Infection  und  Dis- 
infection, 1894;  and  Berlin.  Uin.  IFochenschr.  No.  4,  1893.— 2.  Behring  and 
Kita.sato.  Deutsch.  med.  IFochenschr.  No.  49,  Dec.  1890.-3.  Brieger  and  Cohn. 
Cf.  Centralhl.  f.  Bakteriologie  m.  Parasitenkun.de,  Bd.  xiv.  1893,  p.  711,  and  Bd. 
XV.  1894,  p.  442.-4.  Brunner.  Deutsch.  med.  JFochenschr.  No.  5,  1894.  First 
paper  published  in  1892. —5.  Buschke  and  Oergel.  Deutsch.  med.  IFochenschr. 
16th  Feb.  1893.  Nachtrag  von  Dr.  Buschke.  —  6.  Carle  and  Rattone. 
Giornale  della  11.  Acadcmia  di  Medicina  di  Torino,  vol.  xlvii.  March  1884.— 7. 
GOLDSCHEIDER.  Zeitschrift  f.  klin.  Med.  Bd.  xxvi.  1894.  —  8.  Gumprecht. 
Deutsch.  med.  JFochenschr.  No.  26,  1894.-9.  Kanthack.  T/u  Medical  Chronicle, 
May    1895.— 10.  Kitasato.     Zeitschrift  f.    Hygiene,    Bd.    vi.    Nov.    1889  ;  also 


ENTERIC  FEVER 


791 


Congress  of  Hygiene,  London,  1892  ;  and  Zcitschrift  f.  Hygiene,  Aug.  1892. 
— 11.  KiTASATO  and  Weyl.  Zeitschrift  f.  Hygiene,  Bd.  viii.  1890,  p.  41. — 12. 
Klipstein.  Hygien.  Rumhchau,  Jan.  1893. — 13.  Knud  Faber.  Om  Tetanus  som  In- 
feMionssygdmn.  Dissert.  Copenhagen,  1890.  Also  "Die  Pathogenese  des  Tetanus," 
Berliner  Tclin.  IFoehenschr.  1890,  No.  31.  — 14.  KijBLER.  Centralhl.  f.  Bakt.  u. 
Parasitenkimde,  Bd.  xvi.  1894,  p.  838. — 15.  Marchesi.  Annali  deW  1st.  d'  igiene 
Sperim.  d.  R.  Univ.  di  Roma,  vol.  ii.  fasc.  i.  1892,  pp.  47-61.— 16.  Nicolaier. 
Beitrdge  zur  jUtiologie  des  JFundstcm-Jcrampfes.  Dissert.  Gottingen,  1885. — 
17.  Rosenbach.  Langenbeck'sArcJiiv,xx-xiv.  1886. — 18.  Roux  and  Vaillard.  Annates 
lie  I'Institnt  Pasteur,  No.  2,  Feb.  1893. — 19.  Simpson.  Edinburgh  Monthly  Journal  of 
Medical  Science,  Feb.  1854,  p.  97. — 20.  Tizzoni  and  Cattani.  La  Riforma  Medica ; 
and  Centralhl.  f.  Bakteriologie  u.  Parasitcnk.  from  1 890  onwards  ;  also  Deiitsch.  med. 
TVochenschr.  No.  6,  1894;  a,nd  Berliner  klin.  Wochenschr.  Nos.  49-52,  Dec.  1893,  and 
Nos.  3  and  32,  1894. — 21.  Vaillard  and  Rouget.  Annales  de  VInstitut  Pasteur, 
t.  vi.  1892,  t.  vii.  1893,  p.  755. — 22.  Vaillard  and  Vincent.  Annales  de  VInstitut 
Pasteur,  t.  v.  1892. — 23.  Worthington,  G.  V.  Digest  oj  Sixty-eight  Cases  of  Tetanus. 
Thesis  for  M.B.  degree.    Camb.  1895. 

G.  S.  W. 


ENTEKIC  FEVER 

Synonyms. — Gastric  Fever,  Typhoid  Fever,  Pythogenic  Fever ;  Fr. 
Dothienenterite,  Fikre  Ujphoide  ;  Germ.  Ahdominaltyphus,  Nervenfieher. 

Definition. — An  acute  infectious  fever,  due  to  a  specific  micro-organism, 
occurring  endemically,  sometimes  epidemically ;  clinically  characterised 
in  ordinary  cases  by  a  gradual  onset,  followed  by  a  period  of  continuous 
fever  with  diarrhoea,  an  enlarged  spleen,  tympanites,  and  a  roseolar  rash, 
usually  lasting  three  weeks ;  anatomically  characterised  by  more  or  less 
extensive  ulcerations  affecting  the  Peyer's  patches  in  the  ileum,  with 
swelling  of  the  mesenteric  glands  and  enlargement  of  the  tepleen. 

History. — Enteric  fever  appears  to  have  been  known  to  the  ancient 
writers  (for  example,  Hippocrates  and  Galen) ;  but  it  was  not  until  the 
beginning  of  this  century  that  it  was  distinguished  from  other  acute 
febrile  affections,  especially  from  typhus. 

In  Germany,  Von  Hildsbrandt  (1810)  clearly  distinguished  these 
two  affections;  in  France,  Bretonneau  (1818)  proposed  the  name  of 
Dothienenterite,  to  denote  the  specific  nature  of  its  intestinal  lesion ; 
whilst  in  England,  after  some  older  writers,  the  observations  of  Perry 
(1836),  Barlow  (1840),  Stewart  (1840),  and  especially  the  classical 
papers  published  by  Sir  Wm.  Jenner  (1849-53),  led  to  the  final  dis- 
tinction between  the  two  diseases,  which  ever  since  has  been  universally 
recognised.  Enteric  fever  having  then  been  recognised  as  a  specific 
fever,  its  etiology  was  made  the  subject  of  further  investigation.  Its 
infectious  nature,  and  its  propagation  by  the  faecal  discharges  of  the 
patient,  led  many  physicians,  headed  by  Budd,  to  look  upon  it  as  due  to 
one  specific  agent,  and  to  deny  its  origin  de  novo. 

The  advances  made  in  sanitary  science,  the  establishment  of  special 
sanitary  medical  officers,  and  the  interest  with  which  all  matters  relating 
to  public  health  were  considered  by  corporate  bodies,  a  movement  in  which 
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England  took  a  prominent  part,  led  on  to  investigations  into  the  cause 
or  causes  of  enteric  fever ;  and  though  the  agent  was  not  discovered, 
yet  the  source  of  the  propagation  and  dissemination  of  outbreaks  were 
carefully  studied,  and  many  of  them  were  traced  to  contaminated  water 
or  milk  and  to  "  sewer  gas."  This  led  to  the  improvements  in  drainage 
and  water-supply  of  many  English  towns,  with  the  result  of  a  marked 
diminution  in  the  prevalence  of  enteric  fever,  and  of  an  almost  total  ex- 
tinction of  typhus  (see  Table  I.,  Appendix).  With  the  development  of 
bacteriology  the  history  of  typhoid  fever  entered  upon  a  new  stage. 

Murchison,  whose  classical  writings  on  the  continued  fevers  of 
England  still  maintain  a  prominent  place  in  the  literature  of  enteric 
fever,  believed  in  the  origin  of  enteric  fever  fr'om  decomposing  organic 
material,  and  also  in  its  spontaneous  origin.  The  observations  of  Stich 
and  later  of  Panum,  which  showed  that  the  ingestion  of  putrid  material 
may  produce,  amongst  other  symptoms,  fever,  diarrhoea,  and  intestinal 
lesions,  not  only  supported  this  opinion,  but  gave  rise  to  that  of  the 
autogenetic  origin  of  enteric  fever,  namely,  that  the  disease  may  be 
generated  in  the  system  from  decomposition  of  fieces  in  the  intestinal 
canal  without  any  infection  from  outside. 

Eberth  (1880)  discovered  a  peculiar  bacillus  in  the  organs  of  persons 
who  had  died  of  enteric  fever,  and  subsequent  investigations  not  only  con- 
firmed this  observer,  but  placed  the  pathogenetic  nature  of  this  organism, 
and  Math  it  the  etiology  of  enteric  fever,  on  a  fii'm  basis ;  thus  the  pytho- 
genetic  theory  of  Murchison  and  the  autogenetic  theory  of  other  observers 
became  untenable.  The  discovery,  however,  of  another  micro-organism 
—  the  bacterium  coli  commune  —  which  occurs  in  the  normal  human 
body,  and  apparently  elsewhere  also,  which  is  seen  in  increased  numbers 
in  persons  afiected  with  enteric  fever,  and  in  many  of  its  characters  and 
properties  resembles  the  bacillus  of  typhoid  fever,  has  led  authors  to 
review  the  older  theories  :  some,  like  Roux  and  Rodet,  believe  that  the 
bacterium  coli  commune  may  be  converted,  under  suitable  circumstances, 
into  the  typhoid  bacillus  ;  others,  like  Peter  (68),  hold  that  in  typhoid 
fever  we  have  simply  an  intoxication  of  the  human  body  by  the  retention 
of  substances  elaborated  bj^  it.  The  majority  of  pathologists  and  clini- 
cians, however,  firmly  believe  in  the  specific  nature  of  enteric  fever,  as 
thus  only  is  its  infectious  nature  explained — though,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  mode  and  source  of  infection  in  many  cases  are  difficult  to  prove. 

In  sketching  the  history  of  enteric  fever  the  progress  in  the  treat- 
ment of  the  disease  must  not  be  forgotten.  Whilst  depletion  and 
starvation  were  for  a  long  time  the  guiding  principles  in  the  treatment 
of  fever,  the  liberal  use  of  stimulants  was  advocated  chiefly  by  English 
physicians  (Alison,  Graves,  Todd,  and  Stokes) ;  but  in  the  course  of  time 
their  administration  was  again  restricted,  and  used  only  on  definite 
indications.  The  antipyretic  treatment  by  the  cold  bath,  however,  first 
recommended  by  Currie  (1787)  and  resuscitated  by  Brandt  (1861),  is 
said  to  have  diminished  considerably  the  mortality  from  enteric  fever, 
and  is  now  widely  adopted.    The  various  antipyretic  drugs  and  their 
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application  in  febrile  diseases  have  scarcely  displaced  the  cold  water 
treatment.  With  the  discovery  of  the  typhoid  Imcillus  new  methods  of 
treatment  have  been  tried :  the  antiseptic  treatment  proposed  by  Bou- 
chard (though  antiseptic  drugs  had  been  given  long  before  in  enteric 
fever),  and  subsequently  adopted  in  various  forms  by  many  English  and 
continental  observers,  and  more  recently  a  quasi-specific  treatment,  consist- 
ing in  the  subcutaneous  injection  of  sterilised  cultures  of  typhoid  bacilli, 
have  been  tried,  but  the  latter  method  is  yet  in  the  experimental  stage. 

Geographieal  Distribution. — Enteric  fever  prevails  all  over  the  globe. 
It  is  endemic  in  Great  Britain,  but  is  less  common  in  Scotland  than  in 
England  or  Ireland ;  its  frequency  in  the  British  Islands  has,  however,  con- 
siderably diminished  during  the  last  ten  to  fifteen  years,  owing  to  better 
sanitary  arrangements.  It  is  met  with  throughout  the  whole  of  Europe  ; 
it  is  widely  distributed  throughout  the  whole  of  the  United  States  and 
Canada ;  it  is  met  with  in  India,  Africa  (Egypt,  Tunis),  and  in  Central 
and  South  America. 

Etiology. — The  specific  cause  of  enteric  fever  is  the  bacillus  of  typhoid, 
or  Eherth's  bacillus.  This  organism  was  first  described  by  Eberth  (22),  who 
found  it  in  sections  of  the  mesenteric  glands  and  of  the  spleen  of  persons  who 
had  died  of  enteric  fever.  Koch  about  the  same  time  gave  photographs  of 
the  'same  organisms  present  in  the  tissues,  and  Coats  of  Glasgow  also 
described  and  figured  them.  GafFky  prepared  pure  cultivations  of  the 
bacillus,  and  described  some  of  its  chief  morphological  properties.  Since 
then  numerous  obsei'vations  have  been  made  on  the  morphology,  life 
history,  distinctive  characters,  and  pathogenetic  nature  of  this  organism ; 
the  more  important  of  these  features  will  be  described  in  the  following 
account,  in  the  working  out  of  which  I  have  been  greatly  assisted  by 
Mr.  James  Richmond,  who  for  many  months  has  studied  the  bacteriology 
of  enteric  fever  in  the  pathological  laboratory  of  the  Owens  College,  and 
has  tested  the  statements  of  other  observers  by  his  own  investigations. 

Character  and  Biolof/ij  of  the  Typhoid  Bacillus. — The  appearance  of  the 
bacillus  may  be  studied  from  sections,  from  juices  and  scrapings  of  the 
organs,  and  from  pure  cultures. 

The  typhoid  bacillus  may  be  seen  in  sections  prepared  in  the  usual 
way,  stained  for  twenty-four  hours  in  Loeffler's  alkaline  methylene  blue 
solution,  or  in  Ziehl's  carbolic  fuchsin,  and  washed  subsequently  in  water 
so  as  to  wash  the  dye,  if  possible,  from  all  that  appears  in  the  sections 
except  from  the  bacteria  and  the  tissue  nuclei ;  they  are  then  dehydrated 
in  aniline  oil :  if  now  washed  in  alcohol,  or  treated  by  Gram's  method,  the 
colour  is  removed  from  the  bacteria,  but  if  the  section  be  placed  for  ten 
mimites  in  a  one-fifth  per  cent  solution  of  mercury  dichloride,  and  then 
stained  by  Gram's  method,  the  bacilli  take  the  stain  deeply  [Woodhead]. 
In  preparations  made  from  the  juices  of  the  organs  or  from  cultures  on  cover- 
glasses,  watery  solutions  of  any  of  the  aniline  dyes,  especially  fuchsin  or 
Ziehl's  carbolic  fuchsin,  may  be  used  as  stains ;  in  the  latter  case  a  much 
shorter  action  of  the  stain  is  necessary.  The  cover-glass  is  rinsed  in 
water,  dried,  and  mounted  in  xylol  balsam.    Washing  with  alcohol  or 
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the  use  of  Gram's  method  removes  the  stain  entirely.  They  often  stain 
at  the  ends,  leaving,  with  the  watery  dyes,  a  bright  unstained  portion  in 
the  centre. 

The  typhoid  bacillus  is  a  short,  thickish  bacillus- — 2-3  /x  long,  and 
0'7-0'9  n  in  breadth — having  rounded  ends ;  cultivations  outside  the 
body  often  grow  in  threads  composed  of  bacilli  strung  end  to  end ;  in 
sections  the  bacilli  are  single.  In  drop  cultivations  they  have  very  lively 
motions  of  progression ;  the  longer  threads  have  a  slower  sinuous 
motion.  When  stained  by  Loeffler's  method  (60),  or  one  of  its  modifications, 
they  are  seen  to  be  provided  with  a  number  (8-12)  of  fine  wavy  flagella 
having  a  length  twice  that  of  the  bacillus.  These  are  inserted  at  the 
sides  as  well  as  into  the  ends  of  the  bacillus. 

The  bacillus  grows  in  the  ordinary  nutritive  media.  Its  growth  is 
favoured  by  the  presence  of  oxygen  and  a  temperature  of  25°-35'', 
although  growth  can  go  on  in  the  absence  of  oxygen  (Liborius  and  Roux) 
and  at  lower  temperatures. 

In  plate  cultures,  on  nutrient  gelatine,  the  youngest  colonies  seen 
under  a  low  power  are  round  or  oval,  and  of  a  yellowish  colour  and 
sharp  outline.  The  older,  deeper  colonies  are  darker,  with  regular 
borders  and  fine  irregular  linear  markings.  The  superficial  colonies  grow 
quickly  into  an  expansion,  which  may  attain  to  a  diameter  of  3-4  mm., 
having  a  notched  border,  a  grayish  white  colour,  and  a  furrowed  and 
wrinkled  iridescent  surface.    The  gelatine  is  not  liquefied. 

Gelatine  stab  cultures  show  the  same  appearance  of  the  superficial  and 
deep  growths. 

On  agar  there  is  a  superficial  white  growth. 

On  solidified  blood  serum  a  white  superficial  growth  occurs,  without 
liquefaction  of  the  serum. 

On  ordinary  potato  the  growth  is  scarcely  to  be  distinguished  in  forty- 
eight  hours,  only  a  moist  appearance  being  noticeable.  The  area  of 
inoculation  when  touched  with  the  platinum  needle  has  a  feeling  of 
greater  resistance  than  the  uninoculated  part,  and  typhoid  bacilli  are 
found  in  the  part  which  off'ers  this  resistance  to  the  needle. 

On  alkalised  potato  older  cultures  have  a  dirty  yellow  appearance,  and 
cultures  of  typhoid  recently  isolated  from  fseces  give  a  thicker,  more 
pulpy  growth.    The  other  characters  are  given  in  tabular  form  below. 

The  bright  unstained  parts,  once  supposed  to  be  spores,  are  known  now 
to  be  due  to  retraction  of  the  protoplasm  to  the  poles  of  the  cells  where 
it  takes  on  the  stain.  This  retraction  is  a  sign  of  degeneration,  due  to 
unsuitability  of  the  medium,  either  from  exhaustion  of  the  nutriment,  or 
from  an  unsuitable  reaction  (acidity).  So  far  from  these  forms  being 
spores,  they  are  on  the  contrary  more  easily  killed  by  heat,  drying,  and 
bactericidal  substances  than  bacilli  which  stain  uniformly. 

Vitality  of  Typhoid  Bacilli — Influence  of  Temperature. — The  bacilli  are 
killed  when  exposed  to  temperatures  of  60°  C.  for  twenty  minutes  (Pfuhl), 
but  in  this  respect  the  various  cultures  show  a  somewhat  diff'erent  be- 
haviour; low  temperatures  do  not  readily  destroy  the  vitality  of  the 
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bacillus,  and  several  observers  (Chantemesse,  Widal,  Janowsky,  Prudden) 
have  seen  cultures  of  bacilli  in  beef-tea  live  for  weeks,  although  re- 
peatedly exposed  to  a  freezing  temperature. 

By  cultivation  it  has  been  found  that  in  sterilised  stools  and  in  stools 
Avhich  have  stood  for  some  time  the  bacilli  may  remain  alive  for  months  ; 
in  fresh  typhoid  stools  and  in  normal  stools  they  die  much  sooner.  In 
threads  soaked  in  cultures  they  remained  alive  one  year ;  on  potato 
cultures,  two  years;  in  sterilised  garden  soil,  twenty-one  days;  on 
sterilised  linen,  sixty  to  seventy  days ;  in  street  sweepings,  thirty  days. 
When  dried  in  various  ways  by  more  or  less  active  agents  their  duration 
of  life  was  from  one  to  sixty-four  days ;  free  access  of  air  shortens  the 
duration.  Hydrochloric  acid  of  the  strength  in  which  it  occurs  in  the 
normal  gastric  juice  does  not  destroy  their  vitality  till  it  has  been  in 
contact  with  the  cultures  for  several  hours. 

Action  of  Antiseptics. — Seitz  found  that  quinine,  chlorate  of  potash, 
salicylic  acid,  and  calomel  destroyed  the  life  of  the  typhoid  bacilli.  Dr. 
A.  C.  Latham  experimented  with  calomel,  chalk  and  mercury,  f3  naphthol 
and  bismuth,  and  found  that  all,  except  bismuth,  killed  the  typhoid 
bacillus. 

Carbolic  acid  (2-3  per  cent  solution)  and  corrosive  sublimate  (1  in 
5000)  also  quickly  destroy  the  typhoid  bacilli.  From  a  prophylactic 
point  of  view  the  observations  of  Liborius,  confirmed  by  Richard  and 
Chantemesse,  are  important.  According  to  the  latter  observers,  4  parts 
of  slaked  lime  /milk  of  lime)  in  1000  of  water  destroys  the  bacilli  in 
typhoid  stools  in  less  than  half  an  hour  ;  the  same  result  could  not  be 
obtained  with  chloride  of  lime  (1  to  1000)  or  corrosive  sublimate  (1  in 
50,000). 

In  the  sunlight  they  are  killed  more  rapidly.  Cultures  in  a 
dish  exposed  to  sunlight  were  killed  in  one  to  seven  days;  in  sterilised 
water  exposed  to  sunlight  they  were  killed  in  an  hour.  It  has  been 
shown  that  this  action  is  due  principally  to  the  chemical  rays  :  all  the 
rays  have  this  bactericidal  action,  but  the  rays  having  the  smaller  wave- 
lengths have  the  greater  effect.  In  sterilised  distilled  water  few  have 
been  found  alive  in  twenty  days  after  their  immersion. 

In  sterilised  river  water  they  disappeared  in  forty-three  to  eighty-one 
days.  In  m'dinary  well  water  or  river  icater  they  rapidly  diminish  in 
numbers,  whilst  the  water  bacteria  at  first  increase  and  then  diminish. 
Few  typhoid  bacilli  were  seen  in  one  case  on  the  thirtieth  day  ;  in  another 
none  were  seen  on  the  fourteenth  day.  In  some  cases  it  was  found  that 
whilst  living  typhoid  bacilli  had  disappeared  from  the  liquid  they  were 
still  to  be  found  in  the  sediment  at  the  bottom  of  the  A^essel.  In  distilled 
sterilised  water  the  bacilli  show  signs  of  degenerative  changes,  the  proto- 
plasm gradually  losing  svisceptibility  to  stains,  and  the  organism  becoming 
thicker  and  plumper,  more  oval  in  shape  (Curt  Braem).  They  have 
been  found  alive  after  196  days.  The  typhoid  bacilli  can  also  grow  in 
milk,  and  live  on  various  food  stuffs,  as  in  butter,  where  they  have  been 
found  alive  a  week  after  the  date  of  inoculation. 
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Poison. — In  old  peptone  cultures  Brieger  by  his  method  found  that  a 
poison  is  jDresent  which  produces  in  guinea-pigs  quickening  of  the  respira- 
tions and  increased  glandular  secretions  ;  the  limbs  are  weakened  and  the 
animal  lies  down,  the  pupils  become  dilated,  the  respiration  becomes 
f eel)ler,  diarrhoea  comes  on,  and  death  occurs  in  twenty -four  houi's  from  the 
beginning.  The  poison  causing  these  symptoms  is  a  diamine,  having  a 
provisional  formula  C-H^^NOg.  It  is  not  always  found  in  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  typhoid  liacillus.  To  compare  with  this  Luff  isolated  from  the 
urine  of  typhoid  patients  a  ptomaine,  the  reactions  of  which  are  given  in 
a  tabular  form  alongside  those  of  the  ptomaine  isolated  from  the  cultures 
of  the  bacilli  (9ffl). 


Ptomaine  from  Typhoid  Urine  (Luff)  (61).        Pt">"ai"<=  f-'O'"  ^^^^'^^^^.'^             J^^v^on^,  of 

Solutions  gave 

With  pliospho  -  niolybdic 
acid 

Phospho-tungstic  acid 
Iodine  .solution 
Tannic  acid  solution 

Chloride  of  gold 
Picric  acid 

Chloride  of  gold  and  picric 
acid 

Platinum  chloride 

A  white  precipitate 

Brown  precipitate 
Yellowish  brown  precipi- 
tate 

Dense  yellow  precipitate 
Dense  yellow  precipitate 

Nil 

A  white  precij)itate 
Nil 

Deep  brown  precipitate 
Deep  yellow  precipitate 

Gold  salt  soluble 
Not  stated  (in  the  refer- 
ence) 
Yellow  jjrecipitate 

From  the  liver,  kidneys,  and  spleen  of  a  fatal  case  of  typhoid  Brieger 
and  Wassermann  (9i)  obtained  a  glycerine  extract  which,  after  filtration 
through  a  Berkfeld's  filter,  gave  a  precipitate  with  alcohol.  This,  being 
further  purified  by  reprecipitation  and  dried,  yielded  a  grayish  white 
powder  soluble  in  water,  giving  a  yellow  solution  Avhich  frothed  on 
being  shaken  up  and  presented  the  chemical  reaction  of  albumin.  One 
decigramme  of  this  powder,  dissolved  in  1  c.c.  of  water,  when  injected 
into  the  peritoneal  cavity  of  a  guinea-pig,  caused  paralysis  of  the  hind 
limbs,  feebleness,  lowered  temperature,  and  death.  On  examination  the 
animal  was  found  to  be  emaciated,  the  liver  fatty,  and  the  peritoneum 
reddened,  its  cavity  containing  a  little  fluid.  The  same  results  were 
produced  by  the  injection  of  5  c.c.  of  the  blood  serum  obtained  after 
death  from  a  fatal  case  of  typhoid. 

Diagnosis  of  I'yphoid  Bacillus  from  Bacterium  Coli  Commune. — In  1885 
Escherich  pointed  out  that  in  the  normal  stools  of  infants  at  the  breast,  a 
straight  bacillus,  of  length  varying  from  1  to  5  and  of  a  breadth  of 
0"3-0'4  /X,  was  constantly  found.  The  bacilli  stained  well  with  ordinary 
dyes,  but  not  with  Gram's  method.  In  peptone  sugar  culture  the  bacilli 
were  easily  obtained,  and  fermentation  took  place.  These  bacilli  when 
grown  on  gelatine  do  not  liquefy  it.  The  deep  colonies  on  plates  have 
the  appearance  of  very  small  yellow  granular  discs ;   the  superficial 
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colonies  form  whitish  lateral  expansions  of  a  uniformly  granular  aspect, 
sometimes  iridescent ;  the  outline  is  sometimes  circular,  but  generally 
irregularly  notched  and  wrinkled. 

In  drop  cultivations  the  bacilli  have  a  slight  motility.  On  potato 
they  form  a  juicy  layer  varying  in  colour  from  a  greenish  yellow  to  a 
maize-yellow.  Milk  is  coagulated  by  these  bacilli.  Cultures  of  them 
are  pathogenetic  in  guinea-pigs  and  rabbits  ;  when  injected  into  the  jugu- 
lar vein  they  produce  diarrhoea,  lowering  of  the  temperature,  and  death 
in  three  days.  On  post-mortem  examination  the  small  intestine  is  in  its 
upper  part  hypersemic ;  the  caecum  normal.  The  contents  of  the  small 
intestine  consist  of  a  serous  alkaline  fluid,  and  the  mucous  membrane  of 
the  injected  part  is  hypersemic,  soft  and  swollen ;  the  Peyer's  patches  are 
swollen  as  in  typhoid  fever. 

This  bacillus  being  constantly  found  in  the  stools  of  persons  in  health, 
was  termed  the  bacterium  coli  commune.  On  account  of  its  great 
similarity  in  size,  shape,  mode  of  staining,  and  growth  on  gelatine,  to 
the  bacillus  described  by  Eberth  (typhoid  bacillus),  other  diff'erential 
tests  wei'e  sought  for  than  those  given  by  Escherich  as  distinctive  of  his 
bacillus  (46). 


Typlioid  Bacillus  {Eherfh,  Gaffky). 

L  Size,  length  2-3  ^t,  breadth  0-7-0-8  fx 
(Gaffky). 

2.  Has  active  movements. 

3.  Has  10-12  flagella  (Nieolle  and  Movax), 

18-24  (Remy  and  Sugg). 


,  Produces  no  indol  in  peptone  water 
inoculated  with  it  when  kept  at  35° 
for  forty-eight  hours. 
(To  10  c.c.  of  the  culture  1  c.c.  of  a  0-02 
per  cent    solution    of  potassium 
nitrite  is  added,  and  one  or  two 
drops  of  pure  sulphuric  acid  ;  in  the 
presence  of  indol,  a  violet-pink  colour 
is  produced  (Kitasato) ). 
.  Causes  no  formation  of  gas  in  media 
containing  sugar,  for  example,  2  per 
cent  sugar  bouillon,  2  per  cent  sugar 
agar,  etc.  (Smith). 
.  No  evolution  of  gas  in  gelatine  "shake 
cultures  "  (Klein). 


Bacterium  coli  commvne  [Eschericli). 

1.  Size,  1-5    length,  0-3-0-4  fx  breadth. 

2.  Movements  more  sluggish. 

3.  Has  8-10  flagella  more  fragile  than 

those  of  typhoid  (Nicolle  and  Morax). 

1-3  (Luksch).  4-6  (Remy  and  Sugg). 
Note  to  3. — Some  of  my  specimens  of 
bacteria  coli  commune  liave  six  fla- 
gella, most  liave  only  two  or  three. 
They  appear  to  be  very  easily  broken 
off.  The  bacilli  adhere  very  tena- 
ciously together  in  agar  cultures.  In 
drop  cultivations  a  better  result  is 
obtained,  but  even  then  the  number 
of  flagella  varies  much  more  than  in 
the  specimen  of  typhoid.  The 
bacillus  was  from  a  diarrhceal  stool. 
The  diagnosis  by  flagella  may  be 
made  from  my  specimen. — J.  R. 

4.  Indol  produced  in  forty-eight  hours  at 

37°  in  peptone  water. 


5.  Causes  abundant  evolution  of  gas  in 
media  containing  susar. 


6.  Bubbles  surrorrnding  the  colonies  in 
gelatine  "  shake  cultures. " 
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7.  Does  not  curdle  sterilised  milk  (Chan- 

temesse  and  Vidal). 

8.  In  cultivations  in  neutral  whey  an 

acidity  equal  to  2-3  per  cent  in 
volume  of  y^th  normal  sodium  hy- 
drate solution  is  produced  (Pet- 
ruschky). 

9.  Growth  typical  on  potato  acidified 

with  O'3-l  per  cent  solution  of 
tartaric  acid  or  monosodium  j'lios- 
j)hate  (Ferrati). 

10.  Gi'ows  more  slowly  on  gelatine. 

11.  Does   not  split  uji  amygdaline  in 

bouillon  (Pere). 

12.  In  fresh   bouillon  an  acid  reaction 

remains  for  some  days  (Pere). 

13.  Does  not  grow  in  bouillon  containing 

.r^io-ijth  part  of  formalin  (by  volume) 
(Schild). 

14.  Tlie  surface  of  gelatine  upon  which 

typhoid  bacilli  have  already  grown 
no  longer  grows  them  when  again 
inoculated  (Wurtz). 


7.  Curdles  sterilised  milk. 

8.  In    similar  cultivations  an  acidity 

equal  to  7-8  per  cent  of  alkali  is 
produced. 


9.  Growth  on  potato  thus  acidified — a 
thick  yellow  layer  (Ferrati). 


10.  Grows  more  quickly  on  gelatine. 

11.  In  bouillon  cultures  amygdaline  is 

split  up  into  glucose  and  hydro- 
cyanic acid  (Pere). 

12.  In  fresh  bouillon  the  reaction,  at  first 

acid,  becomes  alkaline  in  five  days 
(Pere). 

13.  Grows  in  bouillon  containing  y-^^xi^h. 

part  (by  volume)  of  formalin  (Schild). 

14.  Will  grow  on  a  stratum  of  gelatine  on 

which  typhoid  bacilli  have  previously 
grown  (Wui'tz). 


Klein  says  the  colonies  of  typhoid  bacilli  are  iridescent,  those  of 
bacillus  coli  communis  are  not,  and  that  the  latter  bacillus  is  much 
smaller  than  the  former. 

For  practical  purposes  the  distinction  of  the  two  bacilli  must  be 
made  by  means  of  the  tests  4,  5,  6,  7,  9,  and  13.  By  these  tests  we 
can  ensure  the  similarity  of  the  conditions  of  growth ;  and,  if  a  micro- 
organism similar  to  that  of  Eberth  in  its  morphology  and  gelatine  plate 
cultures  gives  also  these  reactions  of  Eberth's  bacillus,  it  is  extremely 
probable  that  the  bacillus  in  question  is  identical  with  that  of  Eberth.^ 

Examination  of  Stools. — Three  volumes  of  the  stool  are  mixed  with 
one  volume  of  1  per  cent  solution  of  phenol  in  order  to  provide  a  mixture 

^  Since  the  above  jiaragraph  went  to  press  a  method  lias  recently  been  publislied  by 
Eisner  {Zeitsch.f.  Hygiene  mid  Infections  Kr.  vol.  xxi.  1895),  which  appears  to  fulfil  the 
long-felt  want  of  easily  isolating  the  bacillus  of  enteric  fever  and  to  distinguish  it  from  the 
bacterium  coli.  As  the  cultivating  medium  acid  potato  gelatine  is  used,  after  Holz  (Zeitsch. 
f.  Bucteriolorjie,  vol.  xiii.),  to  which  1  per  cent  of  iodide  of  potassium  is  added.  On  this 
medium  very  few  microbes  grow  ;  among  them  are  both  the  bacillus  of  enteric  fever  and  the 
bacterium  coli  ;  they  grow,  however,  in  so  different  a  manner,  that  in  the  course  of  forty-eight 
hours  the  two  can  be  readily  distinguished.  The  colonies  of  Eberth's  bacillus  appear  as 
small  shining  masses  like  drops  of  water  ;  those  of  bacterium  coli  appear  as  coarsely  granular, 
brown-coloured  collections  of  larger  size.  When  the  colonies  are  very  closely  set  it  may 
happen  that  the  colonies  of  bact.  coli,  being  checked  in  their  growth,  resemble  those  of  the 
Eberth's  bacillus,  but  if  so,  further  plate  cultivation  will  show  the  difference  at  once.  In 
fifteen  out  of  seventeen  cases  of  enteric  fever  tlie  bacillus  was  easily  isolated  from  the  faeces  in 
the  various  stages  of  the  disease.  The  importance  of  this  method  for  clinical  purposes,  as  it 
enables  an  observer,  without  being  an  expert  bacteriologist,  to  isolate  the  bacillus  of  enteric 
fever  from  the  faeces  within  forty-eight  hours  after  inoculation,  is  shown  by  the  observations 
of  Lazarus  (Berliner  klinische  Wochensch.  1895,  December  9th)  and  Brieger  (Deutsche  med. 
Wiichensch.  1895,  December  12th).  The  latter  found  numerous  bacilli  in  the  dejections  of 
patients  suffering  from  enteric  fever  at  a  time  when  the  symptoms  were  still  very  obscure. 
During  convalescence  the  bacilli  rapidly  diminished  ;  in  two  cases  they  persisted  after  the 
fever  had  disappeared,  and  both  cases  were  followed  by  a  relapse. 
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containing  a  quarter  per  cent  of  phenol.  This  is  left  for  three  hours  at 
a  temperature  of  21°  C.  Plate  cultivations  are  now  made  in  Petri's 
dishes  (four  plates  of  vaiious  dilutions)  from  this  mixture,  using  a 
moderately  large  amount  of  the  sample  for  the  first  inoculation.  The 
gelatine  used  should  contain  0'25  per  cent  of  phenol. 

The  plates  when  set  are  kept  for  forty-eight  hours  in  an  incubator 
at  22°.  At  least  ten  of  the  colonies,  which  present  a  superficial  irregu- 
larly bordered  expansion  somewhat  like  a  fig-leaf,  are  chosen ;  and  each 
is  inoculated  into  a  tube  containing  2  per  cent  of  sugar  as  a  stab 
culture  (or  made  into  shake  cultures  with  gelatine) ;  the  former  are  kept 
at  37°  C.  for  twenty-four  hours,  and  no  bubbles  should  be  produced  if 
typhoid  bacilli  are  present ;  the  latter  are  kept  at  21°  C.  for  two  or  more 
days.  The  growth  of  the  typhoid  bacillus  takes  place  along  the  track  as 
well  as  on  the  surface.  If  the  growth  takes  place  only  superficially,  or  is 
very  slow,  or  if  bubbles  are  produced,  the  typhoid  bacillus  is  excluded. 

The  tubes  which  may  contain  the  typhoid  bacilli  are  next  inoculated 
(fl)  in  peptone  solution  (2  per  cent  peptone,  0*5  per  cent  sodium  chloride), 
kept  at  37°  C.  for  forty-eight  hours.  To  each  is  then  added  twenty  drops 
of  0'02  per  cent  solution  of  potassium  nitrite,  and  one  or  two  drops  of 
pure  sulphuric  acid  when  no  violet-pink  colour  should  be  produced,  {h) 
In  sterilised  fresh  milk ;  this  should  not  be  coagulated  after  some  days' 
stay  in  a  temperature  of  35°.  (c)  On  a  half  of  a  potato,  the  other  half  of 
which  is  inoculated  with  an  authentic  typhoid  bacillus.  These  should 
show  no  difference  after  incubation.  By  using  this  method  Mr.  Rich- 
mond did  not  succeed  in  finding  typhoid  bacilli  in  the  stools  of  convales- 
cence from  typhoid  fever  in  seven  cases  at  periods  of  5,  7,  8,  10,  15,  16, 
23,  24,  and  30  days  after  a  normal  temperature  had  been  reached.  In 
the  course  of  the  investigation  it  was  noticed  that  some  apparently 
typical  colonies  produced  gas  formation  in  saccharine  media,  others  did 
not ;  of  those  which  produced  no  gas,  some  gave  the  indol  reaction,  but 
three  did  not.  These  three  coagulated  milk  so  that  the  typhoid  bacillus 
was  excluded.  Thus  either  organisms  must  have  been  present  in  the 
stools  very  like  Eberth's  bacillus  in  all  their  reactions  except  that  of 
coagulation  of  milk,  or  Eberth's  bacillus  may  under  certain  circumstances 
acquire  the  property  of  coagulating  milk,  a  property  possessed  indeed  by 
some  of  the  recent  cholera  vibrios,  but  not  possessed  by  the  young  cultiva- 
tions of  the  older  specimens  and  some  of  the  recent  specimens. 

Phenol  kills  those  organisms  which,  by  producing  liquefaction  of  the 
gelatine,  would  interfere  with  the  plate  cultures,  but  does  not  hinder  the 
growth  of  typhoid  and  some  other  bacteria. 

The  results  of  the  examination  of  stools  based  upon  the  diagnosis  of 
the  typhoid  bacillus  before  the  introduction  of  the  indol  and  fermentation 
tests  are  therefore  not  so  valuable  as  those  made  afterwards. 

Pathogenetic  Nature  of  the  Bacilli.  —  The  typhoid  bacilli  fulfil  the 
necessary  conditions  as  the  veritable  cause  of  enteric  fever,  namely — 
they  are  found  in  living  organisms,  and  in  the  organs  of  persons  who 
have  died  of  enteric  fever,  and  in  no  other  disease  ;  they  can  be  cultivated 
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outside  the  body  ;  when  inoculated  into  animals,  lesions  like  those  of 
typhoid  fever  are  produced,  and  they  are  foxind  in  the  organs  of  the 
animal  so  inoculated. 

It  now  remains  to  give  briefly  the  results  of  observations  on  these 
points. 

1.  Typhoid  Bacilli  in  the  living  Patients. 

In  the  stool  of  the  patient  they  are  constantly  found  (Strpolansky  and 
Stroganoff).  Wratch  found  them  in  90  out  of  96  cases  examined.  It 
must  be  noted,  however,  that  they  are  rarely  found  l^efore  the  9th  day 
of  the  disease  (Karlinski),  they  may  disappear  from  the  stools  before 
the  end  of  the  fever,  and,  according  to  the  observation  of  Mr.  J.  Rich- 
mond (see  above),  they  quickly  disappear  after  convalescence  has  set  in. 
Strpolansky  and  Sti'Oganoff  have  in  two  cases  observed  them  in  the  stool 
nine  days  and  fifteen  days  after  the  temperature  had  become  normal. 

In  the  blood,  taken  from  the  finger-tip  or  from  a  vein  by  inserting 
the  nozzle  of  a  small  syringe,  bacilli  have  very  I'arely  been  found,  and 
cultivations  have  either  given  negative  results,  or  have  shown  the  presence 
of  streptococci  or  staphylococci,  indicating  a  mixed  infection.  In  the 
blood  taken  from  the  roseolar  ei'uption  some  observers  (Neuhans  in  9 
out  of  15  cases,  Roux,  Meisels)  have  found  bacilli  like  those  of  Eberth. 

The  blood  from  the  s])leen,  drawn  oft'  by  means  of  a  small  syringe,  has 
often  given  positive  results  (Meisels  found  them  from  the  9th  to  the  18th 
day  of  fever,  Buschelt  in  8  out  1 5  cases ;  in  2  of  these  streptococci  also 
were  present). 

In  the  fa'tiis,  after  abortion  or  pi'emature  labour  in  typhoid  patients, 
the  bacillus  has  repeatedly  been  found.  They  were  present  in  various 
organs  of  the  foetus  (Neuhans,  Hildebrandt,  and  Ernst). 

In  the  uri^ie  Eberth's  bacillus  has  been  found  by  Leitz  in  2  cases  out 
of  7  examined.  Newman  found  them  in  some  cases  on  the  10th,  16th, 
and  21st  day  of  convalescence;  they  were  present  in  8  cases  out  of  48 
cases  examined.  Bouchard  found  them  in  21  out  of  65  cases;  the  urine 
in  these  cases  contained  albumin,  which  on  precipitation  settled  at  the 
bottom  of  the  test-tube  (retractile  albuminuria);  9  out  of  these  21  cases 
were  fatal,  and  the  bacilli  were  found  in  the  kidney.  As  early  as  the 
3rd  day  of  fever  they  were  found  in  the  urine  by  Karlinski. 

In  the  sputum  of  typhoid  patients  suffering  from  pneumonia  they 
may  occur  (Chantemesse). 

Lastly,  in  the  sequela',  of  typhoid.  There  are  already  a  great  many 
cases  recorded  where  the  pus  of  abscesses,  chiefly  in  connection  with 
periosteum  or  bone,  which  appeared  long  after  the  jDatient  had  re- 
covered from  the  fever,  contained  living  typhoid  bacilli.  In  Sultan's 
case  (86)  they  were  cultivated  from  the  pus  of  an  abscess  opened 
six  years  after  recovery  from  typhoid,  and  in  a  case  recorded  by 
Buschke  (11)  twenty-seven  years  had  elapsed.  In  many  of  the  cases 
recorded,  other  micro-organisms,  chiefly  streptococci  and  staphylococci, 
were  found  in  addition  to  the  typhoid  bacilli. 

2.  Tyj)hoid  Bacilli  in  the  Organs  after  Death. — They  have  been  constantly 
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found  in  the  Peyer's  patches,  mesenteric  glands,  spleen  and  liver ; 
occasionally  in  the  myocardium  (Chantemesse),  kidney  and  meninges,  and 
very  often  in  areas  concerned  in  the  various  complications  of  typhoid 
fever :  instances  will  be  given  under  Symptomatology. 

3.  Imculatmi  on  Animals. — As  animals  do  not  suffer  from  enteric 
fever  (there  is  some  doubt  whether  the  well-known  outbreak  of  enteric 
fever  at  Kloten  in  Switzerland  was  really  due  to  meat  derived  from  a 
calf  suffering  from  enteric  fever),  it  is  not  easy  to  produce  a  disease  in  its 
symptoms  like  enteric  fever  in  animals  by  inoculation,  as  was  found 
by  Murchison  and  others  who  fed  animals  with  matter  containing 
dejections  from  typhoid  fever.  Now,  however,  we  have  abundant  evi- 
dence that  under  certain  conditions  a  disease  not  unlike  -enteric  fever, 
with  lesions  resembling  those  seen  in  it  and  presenting  typhoid  bacilli 
in  the  various  organs,  can  be  produced  by  inoculating  animals  with 
pure  cultures  of  typhoid  bacilli.  Positive  results  were  first  obtained  by 
E.  Frankel  and  Simmonds  by  intraperitoneal  injections  in  mice,  guinea- 
pigs  and  rabbits ;  and  they  found  consequently  enlargement  of  spleen, 
hypertrophy  of  mesenteric  glands  and  of  Peyer's  patches,  and  typhoid 
bacilli  in  the  spleen.  Sirotinin  and  Beumer  and  Peiper,  on  repeating 
the  experiments,  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  animals  died,  not  from 
an  infection,  but  from  an  intoxication  by  the  soluble  product  of  the 
bacillus,  and  that  no  growth  or  multiplication  of  the  typhoid  bacilli  had 
taken  place.  Numerous  experimenters  (A.  Frankel,  Fodor,  Leitz, 
Chantemesse  and  Vidal,  Sanarelli,  Cygnoeus,  Gilbert  and  Girode)  have, 
however,  since  confirmed  the  observations  of  Frankel  and  Simmonds. 
The  experimental  methods  were  varied  ;  some  (A.  Frankel)  injected  the 
bacilli  directly  into  the  stomach  or  duodenum  after  laparotomy,  as  done 
by  Koch  in  cholera  inoculations ;  others  (Chantemesse  and  Vidal)  used 
small  doses  of  very  virulent  cultures,  or  diminished  the  resistance  of  the 
animal  by  injecting  at  the  same  time  into  the  peritoneal  cavity  sterilised 
cultures  of  other  micro-organisms — streptococci  (Chantemesse),  bact.  coli 
commune  (Sanarelli) ;  but  all  obtained  positive  results :  the  bacilli  were 
found  in  the  various  organs,  and  even  in  the  foetus  after  an  abortion, 
thus  showing  conclusively  that  an  infection,  and  not  an  intoxication  only, 
must  have  taken  place. 

Cygnoeus  used  a  virulent  culture  which  he  injected  into  animals  in 
various  ways — intravenous,  intraperitoneal — and  into  the  duodenum  or 
ileum  after  laparotomies  ;  he  also  introduced  the  culture  by  tlie  mouth 
and  by  inhalation.  Many  of  the  inoculated  animals  (mice,  rabbits, 
dogs)  died,  and  at  the  post-mortem  the  spleen  and  mesenteric  glands 
were  found  swollen,  and  the  Peyer's  patches  reddened.  Bacilli  were  found 
in  the  spleen,  the  liver,  the  intestines,  the  kidney,  and  the  medulla  of 
bone.  Positive  results  were  also  obtained  with  some  of  the  mice  which 
had  inhaled  cultures  of  bacilli. 

The  results  of  the  experiments  where  other  micro-organisms  were 
introduced  in  order  to  weaken  the  resisting  power  of  the  organism  re- 
ceive a  further  confirmation  by  recent  observations  of  Alessi,  who  found 
VOL.  I  3  F 
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that  guinea-pigs  made  to  breathe  the  effluvia  from  cesspools  were  killed 
by  feeble  cultures  of  typhoid  bacilli  which  had  no  action  upon  animals 
of  the  same  size  kept  under  more  favourable  conditions. 

Relation  bebveen  B.  Coli  Com.  and  Typhoid  Infection.  —  Pisenti  and 
Biancho  - Mariotti  found  —  1.  On  simultaneously  injecting  into  animals 
cultures  of  typhoid  bacillus  and  B.  coli  com.  (which  latter  had  been 
proved  to  be  inactive),  that  B.  coli  com.  increased  in  virulence,  so  as  to 
act  like  very  virulent  B.  typh.  on  animals. 

2.  That  if  sown  in  gelatine  mixed  up  with  filtered  cultures  of  B. 
typh.,  B.  coli  also  gains  in  virulence,  which  is  due  to  typho-toxin  acting 
on  the  B.  coli. 

3.  That  healthy  intestinal  epithelium  hinders  infection  from  the  intes- 
tine ;  but  that  if  Peyer's  patches  undergo  changes  this  defence  is  in  abey- 
ance. Filtrates  from  typhoid  cultures  exert  an  influence  on  Peyer's 
patches,  as  proved  by  experiments  (nature  not  stated),  so  that  in  typhoid 
fever  the  toxin  in  the  blood  alters  the  Peyer's  patches,  and  thus  B.  coli 
are  permitted  to  get  into  the  body  and  add  to  the  virulence  of  the 
typhoid  infection. 

4.  That  the  virulence  of  B.  coli  is  increased  by  simultaneous  injections 
of  streptococci  pyo.  aur.  (explaining  Vincent's  observation  that  typhoid  is 
more  severe  when  streptococci  are  present  in  the  blood). 

5.  That  with  very  virulent  cultivations  of  B.  coli  they  could  get 
similar  results  (such  as  thermometric  curves,  for  instance)  to  those 
obtained  by  very  virulent  B.  typhoides,  and  could  immunise  animals 
against  B.  typhoides  ;  at  the  same  time  they  guard  against  any  expression 
of  opinion  as  to  the  identity  of  the  two. 

Ways  of  Infection. — Having  shown  that  the  typhoid  bacillus  is  the 
immediate  cause  of  enteric  fever,  we  fnay  now  consider  by  what  chan- 
nels it  may  be  conveyed.  The  general  conclusions  as  to  the  etiology 
of  enteiic  fever  arrived  at  by  many  years  of  experience  and  observation 
before  the  discovery  of  the  typhoid  bacillus  were — that  it  occurs  in 
sporadic  cases  or  in  epidemics  ;  that  the  poison  is  contained  in  the  alvine 
discharges  of  the  typhoid  patients,  contact  with  which  may  communi- 
cate the  disease  to  a  healthy  person  ;  that  an  outbreak  of  enteric  fever 
implies  poisoning  of  air,  soil,  drinking-water,  milk,  or  other  ingesta  with 
the  fever  poison.  In  some  cases  the  source  of  the  poison  cannot  be 
traced,  hence,  as  I  have  already  said  in  the  short  historical  sketch  at  the 
outset  of  this  article,  many  have  believed  that  typhoid  fever  may  arise 
spontaneously. 

In  some  instances  it  is  no  doubt  very  difficult,  often  even  impossible, 
to  trace  the  origin  of  a  case  of  enteric  fever,  or  to  explain  the  source 
of  an  outbreak  of  the  disease ;  but  considering  the  long  vitality  of  the 
typhoid  bacillus  under  certain  conditions,  its  probably  wide  distribu- 
tion, its  rapid  multiplication,  the  great  dilution  to  which  it  may  be  sub- 
jected without  losing  its  potency — as  shown  in  some  epidemics,  where 
the  source  of  infection  was  undoubtedly  proved,  as  in  the  outbreak 
at  Lausen  (12) — and  the  influence  which  the  presence  of  other  micro- 


ENTERIC  FEVER 


803 


organisms  and  impurities  of  the  air  have  either  in  favouring  its  develop- 
ment, or  in  diminishing  the  power  of  resistance  of  the  individual,  we  can 
quite  understand  that  it  may  often  be  difficult  to  trace  the  source  of 
infection.  Is  there  not  the  same  difficulty  in  other  infectious  diseases, 
such  as  small-pox  or  scarlet  fever ;  yet  no  one  believes  in  the  spontaneous 
origin  of  these  affections  ? 

The  typhoid  bacillus  is  contained  in  the  dejections  of  the  typhoid 
fever  patient,  and  "  typhoid  fever  "  is  chiefly  propagated  by  these. 

It  is  stated  by  most  observers  that  fresh  typhoid  stools  ai'e  not 
infectious  (Murchison,  Cayley),  and  that  they  only  become  so  after  one  or 
more  days.  If  this  be  so,  it  could  be  explained  readily  by  the  observa- 
tions of  Hiippe,  who  found  that  the  typhoid  bacilli  in  recent  stools  being 
anaerobic  when  leaving  the  body,  were  more  influenced  by  external 
agents  than  bacilli  found  in  stools  that  have  stood  foi-  some  time  and 
have  thus  become  aerobic  (41). 

We  have  seen  that  the  bacilli  are  occasionally  contained  in  the  sputum 
and  in  the  urine  ;  these  secretions,  therefore,  cannot  be  neglected  as  sources 
of  infection,  and  should  be  thoroughly  destroyed. 

The  paths  of  conveyance  are — 

1.  Direct  contact  with  particles  of  dried  faeces  contained  in  the 
clothes  of  the  patient,  bed  linen,  etc.  Many  instances  have  been  recorded 
where  washerwomen,  nurses,  and  others  have  been  infected  in  this  way. 

It  is  also  quite  possible  that  insects,  such  as  flies,  may  carry  infectious 
particles  from  typhoid  patients  to  fruit  and  vegetables.  This  mode 
of  infection  may  explain  the  occurrence  of  some  sporadic  cases.  We 
know  that  the  bacillus  grows  well  on  many  vegetables  besides  potatoes 
and  other  articles  of  food  (39);  and  on  the  other  hand,  experimental  observa- 
tions by  Hoffmann  and  others  have  shown  that  both  cholera  bacilli  and 
tubercle  bacilli  may  be  conveyed  by  flies ;  Burgess  has  recently  given 
further  proof  how  easily  micro-organisms  may  be  conveyed  by  flies. 
With  other  articles  of  food  taken  luw — such  as  milk,  oysters,  water-cress 
— which  are  now  known  to  be  a  source  of  infection,  contamination  is  due 
to  the  water.  Infection  by  oysters  has  been  recently  observed  in  London 
and  elsewhere  (10),  and  cases  like  those  observed  by  Sir  Wm.  Broadbent 
seem  to  prove  that  oysters  not  infrequently  act  as  carriers  of  the  poison. 

2.  Water  into  which  the  excretions  find  their  way.  This  may  be 
drinking-water,  or  water  used  for  rinsing  milk-cans,  etc.,  which  may  thus 
give  rise  to  epidemics,  when  the  disease  is  propagated  by  milk ;  or,  as  in 
one  or  two  outbreaks  recently  recorded,  by  ice  cream  :  vegetables,  again, 
may  be  washed  in  contaminated  water ;  or  oysters  may  contain  it  (see 
above). 

3.  Air.  This  is  now  known  to  be  a  very  rare  mode  of  infection.  It 
is,  however,  not  impossible  that  dried  bacilli  may  be  suspended  in  the  air. 
Tryde  and  Salomonson  found  typhoid  bacilli  on  the  floor  of  a  barrack 
where  enteric  fever  was  prevalent.  (It  is  doubtful,  however,  whether 
these  were  proved  to  be  typhoid  bacilli.)  Lassurie  (54)  passed  a  pulveris- 
ing spray  of  water  over  a  c[uantitv  of  dried  typhoid  bacilli,  and  found 
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that  the  particles  of  spray  carried  the  Imcilli  some  distance.  The  part 
played  by  sewer  air  will  be  alluded  to  later. 

4.  Food  from  animals  affected  with  the  fever.  Several  such  epi- 
demics have  been  recorded,  whether  actually  enteric  fever  or  not. 
In  the  one  at  Kloten  the  affected  person  not  only  partook  of  the  meat 
(supposed  to  have  been  derived  from  a  calf  suffering  from  typhoid),  but 
also  partook  of  wine  and  other  drinks.  It  is  very  probable  that  the 
beverages  consumed  contained  the  active  agent,  the  action  of  which 
would  be  assisted  by  the  putrid  condition  of  the  veal.  Enteric  fever, 
moreover,  has  not  been  recognised  in  animals. 

It  would  be  l^eyond  the  scope  of  this  article  to  go  fully  into  the  various 
outbreaks  of  enteric  fever  and  their  respective  sources,  which  subject  is 
fully  treated  in  works  on  hygiene  and  in  larger  treatises  on  enteric  fever, 
as  in  one  just  published  (9c). 

The  facts  ascertained  with  regard  to  the  outbreaks  of  typhoid  fever 
are,  briefly,  that  in  very  few  cases  is  there  any  evidence  of  direct  corr- 
tagion  from  the  sick  to  the  healthy ;  in  a  considerable  number  of  cases, 
especially  of  isolated  cases,  no  direct  or  indirect  contagion  can  be  proved ; 
in  a  large  number  of  cases,  especially  in  large  epidemics,  the  disease  arises 
among  persons  who  drink  unfiltered  and  unboiled  water  or  milk  con- 
taminated with  typhoid  stools. 

Enteric  fever  due  to  milk  contamination  is  chiefly  confined  to  houses 
served  by  a  particular  dairy  ;  the  attacks  are  simultaneous,  and  confined  at 
first  to  those  members  of  the  family  who  had  partaken  largely  of  unboiled 
milk,  especially  the  younger.  As  a  rule  the  cases  have  not  a  high 
mortality.  In  many  of  them  it  has  been  proved  that  enteric  fever 
existed  at  the  farms  from  which  the  milk  was  derived ;  that  the  water'- 
supply  of  the  farms  was  infected  with  the  stools,  arrd  that  the  milk- 
cans  were  washed  with  the  infected  water.  As  fresh  warm  milk  is  a 
favourable  medium  for  the  growth  of  the  typhoid  bacillus,  a  small  amount 
of  infected  material  would  contaminate  a  large  amount  of  milk. 

In  epidemics  from  the  use  of  contaminated  water,  the  cases  arise  to  a 
much  greater  extent  among  those  who  use  the  suspected  water  than 
among  those  who  have  another  water-supply  (6),  the  percentage  of 
attacks  not  being  very  high ;  or  severe  outbreaks  arise  in  connection  with 
the  consumption  of  water  fr'om  a  particular  well  contaminated  with 
typhoid  stools,  as  in  Budd's  Cowbridge  case,  where  of  140  persons  who 
possibly  might  have  drunk  of  water  from  a  well  polluted  with  typhoid 
stools,  forty  or  fifty  had  typhoid  fever— some  after  a  very  short  period  of 
incubation.  In  the  Tees  valley  outbreak  a  large  body  of  water  was  con- 
taminated :  in  the  former  one  a  small  body  was  more  intensely  iirfected, 
and  a  very  large  percentage  of  consumers  were  attacked.  In  these  cases 
bacteriological  examination  of  the  water  may  be  carried  out  in  the  way 
recommended  for  the  examination  of  stools  ;  or  the  first  step  by  which 
the  liquefying  organisms  are  got  rid  of  may  be  attained  by  Parietti's 
method.  In  this  method  three,  six,  and  nine  drops  of  a  solution  of  5 
per  cent  phenol  and  4  per  cent  of  hydrogen  chloride  in  distilled  water  are 
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added  to  tubes,  each  of  which  contains  10  c.c.  of  neutral  bouillon.  These 
are  capped  and  kept  at  37°  in  the  incubator  for  twenty -four  hours.  The 
tubes  which  have  become  turbid  are  now  excluded.  To  each  clear  tube 
are  then  added  one  to  ten  drops  of  the  suspected  water,  according  to  the 
amount  of  impurity.  The  tubes  are  capped,  shaken  and  incubated  for 
twenty-four  hours.    Plate  cultures  are  now  made  from  the  turbid  tubes. 

Other  methods  have  also  been  formulated  and  described  in  bacterio- 
logical text  -  books  :  when  the  infecting  material  is  largely  diluted,  or 
the  examination  is  made  some  time  after  the  fouling  has  occurred,  the 
typhoid  bacillus  may  not  be  detected,  and  bacterium  coli  only  found. 
In  these  cases  a  much  larger  quantity  of  water  must  be  examined ; 
this  can  be  effected  by  passing  a  large  quantity  of  the  water  through 
a  sterilised  Chamberland's  porcelain  tube  contained  in  a  sterilised 
stoppered  vessel,  as  suggested  by  Professor  Delepine ;  the  scum  collected 
on  the  outside  of  the  tube  is  afterwards  to  be  examined  bacteriologic- 
ally.  Typhoid  bacilli  have  often  been  found  in  water  which  has  been 
consumed  by  pei-sons  who  have  suffered  from  enteric  fever :  in  some 
of  these  cases  the  Avater  has  been  derived  from  wells  into  which  cesspools 
containing  such  stools  have  drained ;  in  others  the  water  of  rivers  or 
brooks  has  been  contaminated  by  sewage,  by  drainage  from  fields  manured 
by  privy  refuse,  or  by  drainage  from  laundries  where  clothes  soiled  by 
typhoid  stools  have  been  washed.  In  conducting  bacteriological  examina- 
tion of  water,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  a  number  of  bacilli  may 
occur  in  water,  which  closely  resemble  the  typhoid  bacillus  both  in 
appearance,  in  the  character  of  the  colonies,  and  even  in  some  of  the 
reactions  ;  so  that  it  becomes  necessary  to  use  every  one  of  the  differ- 
ential tests  given  above  :  indeed  in  the  present  state  of  our  knowledge, 
even  if  the  organism  do  present  the  various  test  reactions  we  can  then 
only  say  that  it  is  like  the  typhoid  bacillus.  For  further  references  on 
the  subject  we  refer  to  Lustig's  treatise  (63).  In  many  of  the  cases  in 
which  enteric  fever  has  been  associated  with  the  use  of  a  particular  water- 
supply,  some  of  the  persons  exposed  to  the  infection  have  escaped  ;  in 
other  cases  persons  living  in  particular  districts  have  scarcely  suffered, 
whilst  in  other  districts  having  the  same  water-supply  the  fever  has 
been  very  prevalent.  Thus  there  is  a  local  immunity  as  well  as  an 
individual  immunity.  Chantemesse  points  out  that  the  20th  arrondisse- 
ment  had  in  the  ten  weeks  beginning  with  the  20th  February  1894  a 
mortality  from  enteric  fever  of  0'5  per  10,000  ;  whilst  in  the  17th,  18th 
and  19th  arrondissements,  inhabited  by  the  same  classes  of  people,  and 
where  the  same  water  was  drunk,  the  mortality  was  0"88  per  10,000. 
The  same  arrondissement  for  the  last  thirty  years  has  had  a  lower  mortality 
from  enteric  than  the  mean  mortality  of  the  other  arrondissements  of 
Paris  (50).  The  Tourelles  barracks  did  not  present  a  single  case.  The 
water-supply,  examined  on  the  6th  April,  yielded  bacilli  coli  communes — 
probably,  but  perhaps  not  necessarily,  due  to  fsecal  contamination — but 
no  typhoid  bacilli.  The  20th  arrondissement  has  a  less  crowded  popula- 
tion and  more  open  spaces  than  the  others,  except  in  Belleville,  which. 
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though  thickly  populated,  is  situated  on  a  well-ventilated  and  elevated 
site.  On  this  subject  Mr.  Hart's  articles  on  Water-borne  Typhoid  in  the 
British  Medical  Journal  for  1895  may  be  consulted. 

Fodor  found  that  the  mortality  from  typhoid  fever  in  Buda-Pesth  was 
greater  in  those  houses  which  were  supplied  by  well  water  than  in 
those  supplied  by  pipe  water  (filtered) ;  and  greater  in  those  houses  where 
the  ground  water  was  more  impure,  and  where  the  ground  was  more 
polluted  with  organic  matter  which  did  not  present  evidence  of  active 
oxidation. 

In  Dul)lin,  which  has  a  pure  water-supply,  but  where  the  soil  is  satur- 
ated with  the  filth  from  privies  and  ashpits  formerly  in  use,  those  living 
on  clay  suff'ered  much  less  from  enteric  fever  than  those  living  on  the 
porous  gravel ;  and  Sir  C.  Cameron  believes  this  diflference  to  be  due  to 
emanations  from  the  filthy  soil.  At  Stockport  the  grouping  of  cases  of 
enteric  was  noticed  in  three  particular  areas,  the  three  highest  points  in 
the  town  at  which  the  sewers  were  ventilated.  This  association  has  been 
noted  elsewhere.  In  many  cases  insanitary  conditions  allowing  sewer 
gas  to  pass  into  houses  are  found  where  this  fever  occurs.  .  Instances 
might  be  infinitely  multiplied.  Thus  impurity  of  the  soil  and  the 
breathing  of  sewer  air  are  often  found  in  connection  with  enteric  fever, 
but  there  is  no  exact  evidence  that  these  act  otherwise  than  as  accessory 
agents.  There  is  no  evidence  that  sewer  air  contains  typhoid  bacilli ;  "it 
is  found  that  in  well-ventilated,  well-constructed  sewers  the  air  contains 
fewer  bacteria  than  the  outside  air ;  but  where  the  sewage  is  stagnant  it 
is  possible  that  gas  abundantly  produced  by  the  formation  and  the 
bursting  of  bubbles  may  disseminate  solid  particles  in  the  air,  and  some 
of  these  may  be  wafted  up  into  those  houses  where  the  soil-pipes  act  as 
sewer  ventilators,  or  into  the  air  about  the  ventilating  grids.  In  some  of 
these  ways  it  is  possible  to  explain  the  origin  of  cases  which  appear 
obscure  without  invoking  the  action  of  any  miasma,  except  as  an  adjuvant 
cause  as  in  Alessi's  experiments. 

This  brings  us  to  the  consideration  of  remoter  causes  which  favour  the 
occurrence  of  the  disease.    Of  these  may  be  mentioned — 

1.  Age. — Enteric  fever  occurs  much  more  frequently  amongst  the 
young,  and  adult  persons  under  35.  It  is  not  uncommon  in  children,  but 
very  rare  in  infants.  This  will  be  evident  from  some  of  the  tables  which 
accompany  this  article. 

2.  Sex. — The  male  sex  appears,  from  the  number  of  cases  admitted 
into  hospitals,  somewhat  more  disposed  to  the  disease  than  females. 
Thus  there  were  admitted  into  Metropolitan  Asylum  Board's  Hospitals 
in  the  year  1871-1892,  3293  males  and  3030  females  between  the  ages 
of  1 0  and  3  5  years.  But  probably  more  males  are  admitted  into  hospital 
than  females,  so  that  the  liability  to  enteric  fever  may  be  the  same  in 
the  tM^o  sexes. 

3.  Season.  —  Though  enteric  fever  occurs  at  all  seasons,  it  is  much 
more  prevalent  in  autumn  and  beginning  of  winter,  especially  after  a  dry 
and  hot  summer.    In  London  the  maximum  mortality  is  in  November ; 
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in  England  the  maximum  prevalence  in  October.  This  seasonal  pre- 
valence must  be  due  to  some  meteorological  influence  ;  but  the  favouring 
conditions  of  temperature,  atmospheric  pressure,  and  rainfall  are  not 
definitely  known. 

Pettenkofer  and  Buhl  pointed  out  that  at  Munich  the  maximum 
prevalence  of  enteric  coincided  with  the  lowest  recession  of  the  ground 
water  from  the  surface  of  the  soil,  and  was  especially  marked  when  the 
ground  water  was  previously  high.  These  are  just  the  circumstances 
favourable  for  the  pollution  of  wells  by  a  filthy  soil,  as  Buchanan  has 
pointed  out.  Fodor  showed  that  at  Buda-Pesth  the  maximum  of  the 
prevalence  of  the  fever  coincided  with  the  maximum  height  of  the  ground 
water,  that  is  with  the  highest  level  of  the  Danube.  The  same  observation 
was  made  by  Thorne  Thorne  in  an  outbreak  of  the  disease  in  Jerling,  Essex. 

In  many  places  Pettenkofer's  observations  have  been  confirmed,  in 
many  they  have  not;  moreover,  as  Fliigge  (27)  points  out,  the  number 
of  cases  in  the  quarter  of  the  year  in  which  the  ground  water  is  at  the 
lowest  level,  compared  with  the  average  number  of  cases  in  the  other 
quarters,  shows  only  a  difference  amounting  to  10-20  per  cent  of  the 
total  number  of  cases  (17  per  cent  in  Berlin)  \  so  that  the  sinking  of  the 
ground  water  only  increases  the  number  of  cases  by  a  small  fraction  of 
the  whole,  the  rest  occurring  during  the  rising  and  the  high  level  of  the 
ground  water. 

English  observations  have  led  to  the  conclusion  that  a  permanent  low 
level  of  the  ground  water  (at  depth  of  15-20  feet)  is  the  best  for  health. 

4.  Defective  drainage  and  sewerage,  accumulation  of  filth,  overcrowding 
and  disregard  of  ventilation,  in  fact,  all  shortcomings  in  sanitation  of  the 
individual  and  of  the  community,  are  most  important  agents  in  favouring 
the  power  of  the  typhoid  bacillus,  and  in  lessening  the  resistance  of  the  in- 
dividual. The  improved  sanitary  condition  of  most  of  the  English  towns 
as  regards  water-supply,  sewerage,  open  air  spaces,  etc.,  is  the  chief  cause 
of  the  diminished  mortality.  This  diminution  amounted  to  45 '4  per  cent 
in  twenty-one  out  of  twenty-four  English  towns  ;  in  three  towns  where  the 
typhoid  mortality  was  increased,  the  sewerage  arrangements  were  mani- 
festly faulty.  (See  accompanying  table  giving  the  annual  mortality  from 
typhus  and  typhoid  per  million  persons  living,  in  England,  Table  I., 
Appendix.) 

5.  Other  less  potent  causes  are  peculiarities  of  constitution  (see  under 
Prognosis),  and  recent  residence  in  an  infected  district.  '  Occupation  and 
station  of  life  have  no  influence. 

Immunity. — We  will  confine  ourselves  entirely  to  a  few  facts  in 
relation  to  this  subject,  the  general  consideration  of  which  is  dealt  with 
elsewhere. 

Some  persons  show  a  natural  immunity  from  enteric  fever ;  acquired 
immunity  is  a  well-established  fact  in  this  as  in  some  other  infectious 
fevers.  Of  over  2000  cases  of  enteric  fever  which  came  under  obser- 
vation at  the  Hamburg  General  Hospital,  only  fourteen  persons  were 
afi'ected  twice,  and  only  one  person  three  times  by  enteric  fever.    Of  the 
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experimental  investigations  we  may  briefly  allude  to  the  observations  of 
Widal  and  Cbantemesse,  Brieger,  Kitasato,  Wassermann,  and  Stern. 

In  the  course  of  these  investigations  it  was  found  that  when  cultures 
of  typhoid  bacilli  Avhich  were  virulent,  or  which  had  been  sterilised  by 
heat,  were  used  to  infect  animals,  and  the  animals  survived  the  action  of 
the  virus,  that  these  animals  were  more  or  less  immune  to  the  action  of  a 
stronger  virus.  By  regulated  doses  of  the  weakened  virus  injected  sub- 
cutaneously  (or  in  some  cases  into  the  veins)  guinea-pigs  were  rendered 
immune  from  the  action  of  a  stronger  virus.  The  blood  serum  of  these 
guinea-pigs  was  then  found  to  confer  immunity  upon  other  animals  when 
used  in  the  same  way,  and  to  retard  the  disease  in  animals  already 
aff"ected.  According  to  E.  Pfeiffer,  if  the  serum  of  a  highly  immunised 
guinea-pig  be  injected  with  a  small  dose  of  typhoid  bacilli  into  the 
peritoneal  cavity  of  a  normal  guinea-pig,  and  drops  of  the  peritoneal 
exudation  then  removed  for  examination,  the  bacilli  are  seen  rapidly  to 
undergo  degenerative  changes,  and  finally  to  disappear.  Other  bacteria 
when  subjected  to  the  same  process  remain  unaffected.  Hence  this 
"  specific  immunising  power  "  of  the  serum  in  question  may  be  used  as  a 
diagnostic  test  for  the  typhoid  bacilli  (68ffl).  Dunbar  confirms  Pfeiffer's 
results  (21?/).  It  is  obvious,  however,  that  if  moderate  doses  of  the 
bacilli  to  be  tested  will  not  grow  in  the  peritoneal  sac  of  a  normal 
guinea-pig  the  reaction  will  not  be  available.  The  blood  serum  of  men 
who  have  enteric  fever,  and  of  some  who  have  not  had  it,  has  the  same 
property  (Stern).  The  serum  of  protected  guinea-pigs  injected  sub- 
cutaneously  in  the  enteric  fever  patients  gave  no  important  I'esults 
(Chantemesse). 

Frankel  and  Simmond's  observations  with  sterilised  cultures  of  typhoid 
bacilli  will  be  referred  to  under  Treatment. 

Pwtals  of  Entrance  into  the  Human  Body  of  the  Typhoid  Bacilli. — 
The  digestive  tract  forms  the  piincipal  channel  along  which  the 
typhoid  bacilli  find  their  way  into  the  body.  This  is  evident  from  the 
well-established  fact  that  from  the  post-mortem  appearance  most  outbi-eaks 
can  be  traced  to  contaminated  water  or  milk.  Chantemesse  quotes  a 
case  of  Klebs,  where  a  man  died  on  the  second  day  of  the  disease,  and 
in  the  mucous,  submucous,  and  muscular  coat  of  the  intestines  masses 
of  typhoid  bacilli  were  found.  From  what  has  been  stated  before,  it  is 
evident  that  typhoid  bacilli  may  find  their  way  into  the  air,  and  may 
thus  enter  by  the  respiratory  tract.  Yet  it  is  quite  possible  that  they 
may  be  arrested  in  the  pharynx,  and  thence  find  their  way  into  the 
digestive  tract.  Wyssokowitch  was  not  able  to  find  typhoid  bacilli  in 
animals  which  had  inhaled  dried  culture  of  typhoid  bacilli,  or  in  which  he 
had  injected  typhoid  bacilli  into  the  trachea.  The  occurrence  of  pneu- 
monia at  the  very  onset  of  enteric  fever,  and  the  presence  of  typhoid 
bacilli  in  the  lungs  in  these  cases,  make  it  not  improbable  that  occasionally, 
though  no  doubt  very  rarely,  the  bacilli  may  enter  the  system  through 
the  respiratory  tract. 

Recently  Anderson  described  two  cases  of  enteric  where  the  fever 
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was  contracted  in  the  hospital,  and  where  there  was  presumptive  evidence 
that  the  infection  was  conveyed  by  an  enema  syringe ;  the  entrance  in 
this  case  would  be  per  rectum. 

Symptomatolog-y. — The  symptoms  of  enteric  fever  vary  considerably 
in  individual  cases  both  as  regards  character  and  intensity  ;  this  is  due 
partly  to  the  intensity  and  localisation  of  the  poison,  and  partly  to 
a  mixed  infection  by  septic  organisms.  It  will  be  well  to  describe 
at  first  an  ordinary  case,  then  to  give  an  analysis  of  the  symptoms 
and  of  the  complications,  and  the  sequelae.  In  each  case  of  enteric 
fever  we  may  take  certain  periods  to  represent  the  several  stages  of 
the  affection.  The  following  stages  are  recognised  by  most  clinicians  : 
incubation,  onset  or  invasion  ;  the  fever  period  itself,  which  is  divided 
into  the  first,  second  and  third  week  of  the  fever — or,  according  to 
Murchison,  into  the  stage  of  glandular  enlargements  extending  to  the 
12th  or  lithday,  the  stage  of  ulceration  or  sloughing  of  the  intestinal 
glands  extending  to  the  end  of  third  week — lysis,  or  gradual  diminution 
of  the  fever,  and  convalescence. 

The  incubation  period  varies  considerably  ;  it  seems  in  most  cases  to 
be  about  fourteen  days ;  in  some  cases,  however,  it  has  been  ascertained 
to  be  as  short  as  four  or  five  days,  or  even  shorter  ;  in  others  it  may 
extend  over  three  or  four  weeks.  During  the  period  the  patient  may 
either  experience  no  symptoms  whatever,  or,  as  is  most  commonly  the 
case  towards  the  end  of  this  period,  he  may  complain  of  headache,  loss  of 
appetite,  sleeplessness,  and  a  sense  of  fatigue ;  this  stage  may  gradually 
pass  into  the  next  stage. 

Tlie  onset. — In  many  ordinary  cases  the  onset  is  insidious.  The  patient 
complains  of  pain  in  the  limbs,  of  excessive  fatigue,  of  cold  and  chilly 
sensations,  of  headache  often  very  severe,  of  loss  of  appetite,  and  of 
sleeplessness  :  epistaxis  is  a  very  common  symptom,  and  generally  occurs 
about  the  second  or  third  day  of  the  disease.  These  symptoms  become 
more  severe,  the  patient  has  to  take  to  his  bed,  and  from  this  day  we 
generally  reckon  the  duration  of  the  fever.  In  many  cases,  however,  as 
shown  by  the  changes  after  death,  the  beginning  of  the  morbid  process 
must  be  dated  from  the  very  first  symptom.  The  tongue  becomes  furred, 
and  is  at  first  moist ;  there  is  a  steady  rise  of  temperature,  the  evening 
temperature  being  generally  one  and  a  half  degree  (F.)  higher  than  the 
morning  temperature,  so  that  about  the  fourth  day  the  temperature 
reaches  103°  or  104°  F.  ;  the  pulse  rises  to  90  or  100,  rarely  higher 
except  in  very  severe  cases,  or  in  very  young  or  debilitated  subjects,  is 
dicrotic  and  indicative  of  low  blood-pressure  ;  there  is  increased  thirst ; 
the  abdomen  is  slightly  distended  and  tender  on  pressure ;  diarrhoea 
may  as  yet  be  absent,  and  there  may  be  constipation,  or  there  may  be  two 
or  three  fluid  stools  from  the  first.  Beyond  the  headache,  which  persists 
for  a  few  days,  and  sleeplessness,  there  are  as  yet  no  other  symptoms  ;  the 
skin  is  dry,  but  there  are  paroxysms  of  profuse  perspiration.  The  spleen 
is  as  yet  but  little  enlarged,  and  there  are  as  yet  no  roseolar  spots, 
though  when  perspiration  is  profuse  sudamina  are  noticed ;  the  urine  has 
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febrile  characters  and  as  yet  does  not  show  the  diazo  reaction.  This  stage 
lasts  about  seven  days,  and  constitutes  the  first  week  of  enteric  fever. 

During  the  second  week  more  characteristic  symptoms  appear.  The 
fever  remains  high  and  steady,  the  morning  remissions  being  less ;  the 
pulse  is  quicker ;  the  skin  remains  moist ;  the  tongue  becomes  dry  and 
brown,  and  the  lips  likewise  ;  the  roseolar  rash  appears,  between  the 
seventh  and  twelfth  day,  in  the  form  of  isolated,  circular,  rose-coloured 
spots,  slightly  elevated,  and  about  the  size  of  lentils,  from  two  to  four 
millimetres  in  diameter,  disappearing  on  pressure,  and  reappearing  with 
the  removal  of  the  pressure  ;  they  appear  chiefly  on  the  abdomen  and 
back,  occasionally  on  the  arms  and  thighs ;  they  may  be  very  few  in 
number,  or  at  times  very  numerous,  and  they  appear  in  successive  fresh 
crops,  while  the  old  ones  gradually  fade  :  the  appearance  of  the  spots 
continues  up  to  the  end  of  the  second  week,  and  often  to  the  middle 
or  end  of  the  third  week,  or  even  during  convalescence.  In  some 
cases  a  minute  vesicle  may  be  seen  at  the  apex  of  the  roseolar  spot. 
During  this  stage  the  abdomen  becomes  more  distended,  gurgling  in  the 
right  iliac  fossa  is  noticed,  and  the  abdomen  may  be  painful  on  pressure. 
The  diarrhoea  is  now  more  profuse,  and  the  motions  have  the  characteristic 
pale  yellow  ("  pea-soup ")  colour,  and,  especially  in  children,  are  highly 
offensive.  The  spleen  is  now  considerably  enlarged,  is  often  to  be  felt 
below  the  costal  margin,  and  is  occasionally  painful  on  pressure.  The  res- 
piration is  quickened,  but  not  as  quick  as  in  pneumonia ;  still  there  may 
be  some  br-onchial  affection  with  mucous  expectoration.  The  temperature 
during  the  first  few  days  of  the  second  week  continues  high,  with  marked 
evening  exacerbations.  About  the  middle  of  the  second  week,  in  moder- 
ately severe  cases,  the  morning  temperature  is  lower  than  it  was  before  ; 
in  others  the  morning  remission  is  but  slight,  and  the  fever  has  a  less 
remittent  character ;  in  very  mild  cases  the  fever  may  disappear  about 
the  end  of  the  second  week.  The  urine  is  scanty,  high-coloured,  and  of 
high  specific  gravity  ;  occasionally  it  contains  albumin,  and  in  most  cases 
gives  the  "  diazo  reaction."  The  headache  usually  disappears  during  the 
second  week  if  not  before ;  there  is  often  marked  and  increasing  deaf- 
ness. The  patient  in  the  second  week,  except  in  very  slight  cases, 
assumes  a  somewhat  characteristic  appearance.  He  is  dull,  apathetic, 
and  has  a  heavy  look ;  the  face  is  pale,  the  cheeks  occasionally  flush,  the 
pupils  dilate,  and  the  lips  are  dry.  In  severer  cases  there  is  delirium, 
especially  at  night,  and  in  still  more  severe  cases  other  nervous  symptoms 
(constant  delirium,  somnolence,  subsultus  tendinum)  may  supervene,  and 
death  may  take  place  during  the  second  week.  Haemorrhage  from  the 
bowel  occasionally  occurs  towards  the  end  of  the  second  week. 

During  the  third  week,  in  mild  cases,  the  symptoms  gradually  subside. 
In  moderately  severe  cases  most  symptoms  remain  the  same  as  during 
the  second  week  ;  but  the  temperature  shows  marked  morning  remissions, 
and  the  fever  gradually  declines,  and  may  show  for  a  few  days  an  inter- 
mittent fever  type, — the  morning  temperature  being  normal,  the  evening 
temperature  still  reaching  100°  or  101°  F. ;  in  more  severe  cases  the 
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temperature  may  remain  high  and  even  increase,  the  pulse  becomes 
smaller  and  quicker,  the  tongue  quite  dry  and  brown  and  often  fissured, 
the  lips  covered  with  sordes,  the  diarrhoea  persistent,  and  the  perspiration 
profuse  :  the  delirium  is  now  constant,  and  often  of  a  low,  muttering,  or 
sometimes  of  a  violent  maniacal  character  ;  the  loss  of  flesh  becomes  particu- 
larly apparent  during  this  week,  and  bed-sores  may  appear  if  the  nursing- 
be  inefficient.  Haemorrhage  from  and  perforation  of  the  intestines  are  apt 
to  occur  during  the  week.  Pulmonary  complications  and  failure  of  the 
heart's  action  are  to  be  feared,  and  would  show  themselves  by  quick  and 
small  pulse,  cyanosis  of  the  face,  clammy  perspiration,  and  the  like  ; 
other  unfavourable  symptoms  relating  to  the  nervous  system  may  also 
occur  towards  the  end'  of  the  third  week,  such  as  retention  of  urine,  or 
involuntary  discharge  of  urine  and  faeces. 

With  the  fourth  week  convalescence  commences  in  ordinary  cases,  in 
very  severe  cases  later.  The  evening  temperature  now  falls  gradually  to 
the  normal,  or  nearly  so  ;  save  a  few  exceptions  (Fagge,  Morris),  there  is  no 
crisis,  but  a  gradual  defervescence  ;  the  alvine  evacuations  become  formed, 
the  pulse  improves,  and  the  tongue  begins  to  clean,  while  the  appetite 
returns  and  becomes  almost  ravenous  ;  the  pulse  becomes  slower  and  firmer; 
there  is  often  polyuria,  the  urine  having  a  low  specific  gravity;  the  nervous 
symptoms  quickly  disappear  ;  the  sleep  becomes  more  natural,  and  though 
the  patient  feels  excessively  weak,  often  complains  of  vertigo  and  palpitation, 
and  is  pale  and  anaemic,  the  strength  gradually  returns  and  is  maintained  ; 
unless  the  convalescence  be  interrupted  by  relapses,  or  some  of  the  sequelae 
to  be  mentioned  below  ensue.  In  very  severe  cases  the  fourth  week 
often  brings  not  only  no  relief,  but  even  an  aggravation  of  the  symptoms 
of  the  third  :  the  pulse  may  reach  140  or  more,  the  respirations  become 
laboured,  the  face  is  dusky  and  covered  by  clammy  perspiration,  urine 
and  faeces  pass  involuntarily,  and  coma  gradually  sets  in,  soon  followed 
by  death :  some  few  patients,  however,  in  spite  of  the  seveiity  of 
the  symptoms,  take  a  favourable  turn,  and  eventually  recover.  Con- 
valescence begins  in  the  majority  of  cases  with  the  fourth  week :  in 
not  a  few  cases,  however,  the  fever  does  not  subside  till  the  end  of  the 
fourth  week  ;  whilst  in  some  protracted  cases  it  may  continue  during 
the  fifth  or  even  the  sixth  week. 

The  above  is  a  brief  description  of  the  symptoms  in  ordinary  cases 
of  enteric  fever.  Certain  variations  both  in  the  onset  and  course  of  the 
disease  are,  however,  sometimes  noticed. 

As  regai'ds  the  onset,  it  is  well  to  know  that  occasionally  this  may  be 
sudden,  in  one  of  the  following  ways: — (a)  Symptoms  resembling  an 
ordinary  febrile  cold  :  repeated  shivers,  with  headache  and  rise  of  tem- 
perature ;  but  a  single  rigor,  so  characteristic  of  pneumonia,  is  very  rarely 
seen  in  enteric  fever.  (b)  Symptoms  resembling  acute  gastritis  :  such  as 
frequent  vomiting,  which  may  persist  for  a  few  days,  and  be  soon  followed 
by  diarrhoea  ;  the  gi'adual  increase  of  the  temperature,  which  on  the  fourth 
day  may  reach  103°  or  more,  assists  us  in  diagnosing  such  a  case  from 
gastro-intestinal  catarrh,    (c)  In  other  cases  the  patient  at  first  complains 
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of  sore  throat,  and  the  tonsils  may  be  so  swollen  as  to  interfere  with 
breathing  and  swallowing ;  the  accompanying  headache,  epistaxis  and 
pyrexia  here  assist  us  to  make  an  early  diagnosis,  (d)  The  first  symptoms 
may  be  those  of  pneumonia,  and  only  after  some  days  the  typhoid 
symptoms  (diarrhoea,  enlargement  of  spleen,  roseola)  present  themselves. 
These  cases  are  known  as  pneumo-typhoid,  and,  as  in  some  of  them  the 
typhoid  bacillus  has  been  found  in  the  pneumonic  lung,  we  have  probably 
here  to  do,  in  some  cases  at  least,  with  enteric  fever  in  which  the  typhoid 
bacillus  established  itself  first  in  the  lungs  ;  in  other  cases  we  probably 
have  to  do  with  two  coincident  affections  —  pneumonia  and  enteric 
fever  (Chantemesse).  (e)  The  fever  may  set  in  with  severe  headache  and 
vomiting,  soon  followed  by  delirium,  retraction  of  the  head,  and  photo- 
phobia,— indeed  with  all  the  symptoms  of  meningitis  ;  and  it  is  only  after 
five  to  six  days  that  the  true  nature  of  the  case  reveals  itself :  this 
onset  is  not  rare  in  children.  (/)  Symptoms  of  acute  nephritis  (nephro- 
typhoid)  (see  below),  {g)  In  very  rare  cases  laryngeal  symptoms  (laryngo- 
typhoid). 

During  the  stage  of  glandular  enlargement  the  temperature  may  not 
show  the  characteristic  curve ;  it  may  be  normal,  or  but  little  above 
normal,  throughout  the  whole  course  (apyrexial  type),  or  slightly 
febrile  (in  mild  cases),  or  it  may  show  great  variations  ;  again, 
diarrhoea  may  be  absent  throughout  the  M^hole  course,  or  there  may 
even  be  obstinate  constipation.  Grave  nervous  symptoms  may  persist 
throughout  the  whole  period,  as  in  the  form  of  constant  delirium  or 
drowsiness ;  the  presence  of  the  other  symptoms  characteristic  of  the 
disease  help  us  in  the  recognition  of  these  aberrancies.  As  the  symptoms 
vary  considerably  in  some  cases,  I  will  now  give  a  brief  analysis  of  the 
symptoms  relating  to  the  various  organs. 

Temperature  in  Typhoid. — For  the  majority  of  cases  the  observations 
of  Wunderlich  on  the  temperature  curve  in  enteric  fever  still  hold  good. 
With  the  onset  the  temperature  rises  gradually  during  the  first  four  days, 
an  evening  exacerbation  of  about  1*5°  to  2°  F.  being  followed  by  a  re- 
mission next  morning  of  about  1°  F.,  so  that  there  is  a  gradual  mean 
rise  with  a  daily  zigzag,  the  summit  of  which  reaches  about  103 '5''  to 
104°  on  the  fourth  day.  This  is  followed  by  the  fastigium,  lasting  for 
about  seven  days,  during  which  time  the  temperature  is  more  uniform 
and  of  continuous  type,  the  morning  temperature  being  102°  to  103°, 
evening  temperature  103°  to  104°  F.  In  many  cases  there  is  on  the 
seventh  day  a  distinct  but  only  temporary  fall  of  a  few  degrees.  From 
this  point  to  the  end  the  temperature  varies  with  the  severity  of  the 
case  (excluding  such  accidents  as  hiiemorrhage) ;  in  ordinary  moderately 
severe  cases  the  temperature,  after  the  eleventh  or  twelfth  day,  has  for 
three  to  four  days  a  remittent  character,  the  morning  temperature  now 
falling,  and  more  rapidly  than  the  evening  temperature  ;  during  the  remain- 
ing days  (from  about  the  sixteenth  to  the  twenty-first)  it  assumes  an  inter'- 
mittent  character,  the  morning  temperature  being  about  normal,  the 
evening  tfemperature  reaching  101*5°  to  102°,  and  coming  somewhat 
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rapidly  down  to  the  normal  on  the  twenty-first  day  :  in  mild  cases  the 
temperature  may  fall  more  rapidly  at  the  end  of  the  second  week,  and 
may  reach  the  normal  soon  after ;  in  severe  cases  the  morning  tem- 
perature remains  high  after  the  second  week,  between  103"  and  104°, 
and  the  evening  temperature  reaches  105° ;  or  we  have  irregular  tempera- 
tures for  several  days  after  the  twelfth  day  (the  "amphibolic  stage"  of 
Wunderlich,  the  "  stage  of  changing  fortunes "  of  Murchison).  Defer- 
vescence thus  takes  place  more  or  less  gradually  ;  but  sometimes  the  fever 
may  terminate  by  sudden  crisis  on  or  before  the  end  of  the  third  week. 
For  the  majority  of  cases,  then,  Wunderlich's  observations  on  the  tempera- 
ture hold  good,  and  from  a  diagnostic  point  of  view  it  is  well  to  remember 
his  general  rule: — Any  fever  which  on  the  second  day  reaches  to  104° 
F.  is  not  enteiic  fever,  nor  is  it  enteric  if  the  fever  does  not  approach 
104°  F.  on  the  evening  of  the  fourth  day  ;  on  the  other  hand,  enteric  fever 
may  be  diagnosed,  if  in  a  middle-aged  person  suffeiing  from  an  acute 
febrile  attack  the  evening  temperature  on  the  fifth  day,  or  within  the 
first  week,  is  between  103°  and  105°,  and  alternates  with  morning 
temperatures,  which  are  1"4°  to  1"7°  lower,  unless  some  other  disorder 
can  be  discovered  to  explain  the  height  of  the  fever.  It  is  well  to  state 
that  by  morning  temperature  we  mean  the  temperature  about  9  A.M., 
by  evening  temperature  that  about  6  P.M.  If  the  temperature  be 
taken  every  two  hours  greater  differences  are  sometimes  noticed  during 
the  twenty-four  hours. 

There  are,  however,  many  variations  of  the  temperature  curve. 
Thus,  sometimes,  especially  if  pneumonia  intervene,  or  even  in  simple  cases 
there  may  be  a  very  high  temperature  on  the  second  day  ;  again,  we 
occasionally  meet  with  hyperpyrexia,  which  may  reach  109°,  and  even  110°. 
Such  temperatures  generally  occur  during  the  third  week,  and  are  quickly 
fatal;  but  temperatures  between  105°  and  106°  F.  may  be  met  with 
even  towards  the  end  of  the  second  week  in  cases  which  recover,  especi- 
ally in  young  subjects.  Again,  the  temperature  may  undergo  sudden 
alterations  from  incidents  which  arise  during  the  fever ;  thus  an  attack 
of  pneumonia,  occurring,  as  it  often  does,  towards  the  end  of  the  fever, 
causes  a  sudden  rise  of  temperature ;  various  septic  affections,  which 
so  often  complicate  enteric  fever,  considerably  disturb  the  fever  curve ;  ^ 
haemorrhage  from  the  ulcers  causes  a  sudden  fall  of  the  temperature ; 
perforation  of  the  bowel  often  has  a  similar  effect ;  and  even  nervous 
symptoms,  or  failure  of  the  heart,  may  be  ushered  in  by  a  fall.  Again, 

1  It  is  stated  by  many  observers  that  in  persons  who  have  had  malaria  the  temperature 
in  typhoid  shows  a  distinctly  intermittent  type,  accompanied  by  rigors  and  sweating,  and  the 
typho-malarial  fever  of  the  tropics  has  been  looked  npou  by  some  as  enteric  fever.  Osier 
and  others  have  described  cases  where  malarial  fever  came  on  during  an  attack  of  typhoid 
without  the  temperature  becoming  intermittent ;  and  otlier  observers  (Purjez,  Weil)  (96) 
describe  a  true  intermittent  temperature  in  enteric  fever  without  any  malaria,  which  may 
persist  throughout  the  whole  course.    [Vide  art.  "Fevers  in  India."] 

In  a  few  cases  oscillation  between  high  and  very  low  temperatures  has  been  recorded  ; 
tliTis  in  a  child  suffering  from  enteric  fever  the  temperature  fell  from  104°  to  91°  F.,  and 
then  gradually  rose  to  normal.  With  the  rapid  fall  of  temperature  signs  of  pneumonia 
appeared  (71os). 
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the  fever,  instead  of  terminating  at  the  end  of  the  third  or  fourth  week, 
may  run  on  for  weeks,  protracted  by  a  variety  of  causes,  such  as  continued 
ulcerations,  septic  complications,  etc. 

Some  cases  of  enteric  fever  may  run  their  whole  course  without  any 
rise  of  temperature,  or  Avith  a  temperature  l)ut  slightly  above  normal, 
or  even  with  a  subnormal  temperature.  Such  cases  have  been  described  by 
Gerhardt  (34,  97)  and  myself  (21).  Even  epidemics  of  such  cases  have  been 
described  (30).  In  two  of  the  cases  observed  by  me,  not  only  were  all  the 
prominent  symptoms  of  enteric  fever  present,  with  the  exception  of 
pyrexia,  but  there  was  also  a  distinct  relapse,  lasting  in  one  case  exactly 
three  weeks,  during  which  there  was  marked  haemorrhage  from  the 
intestines.  The  prognosis  of  these  cases,  in  spite  of  their  apyrexial 
•  nature,  is  as  grave  as  that  of  ordinary  enteric  fever ;  one  of  my  patients 
died  from  perforation,  and  the  two  cases  described  by  Wendland  termin- 
ated fatally. 

Post-TijpJioid  Pyrexia. — Apart  from  the  cases  which  are  mentioned 
above,  in  which  the  temperature,  on  account  of  some  complication  or 
continued  ulcerations,  does  not  come  to  the  normal  for  many  weeks,  Ave 
may  note  a  rise  of  temperature  lasting  a  short  time ;  this  occasionally 
happens  during  convalescence,  and  is  sometimes  referred  to  errors  in  diet, 
or  too  nitrogenous  a  diet,  or  to  constipation  (in  one  case  the  temperature 
ran  to  105"  after  having  been  normal  for  three  days,  and  quickly 
subsided  again  after  an  enema).  Slight  elevations  of  temperature  during 
convalescence  are  often  noticed  in  very  anaemic  persons  or  in  those  of 
highly  nervous  temperament  (Osier). 

From  these  post-typhoid  temperatures  must  be  distinguished  the 
fever  of  the  relapse,  Avhich  will  be  described  hereafter. 

Symptoms  on  the  Surface  of  the  Body. — The  roseolar  eruption  has  already 
been  described.  It  is  present  in  about  77  per  cent  of  the  cases  ;  it  is 
more  often  wanting  in  children,  but  may  be  even  copious  in  them.  Of 
other  eruptions  which  are  met  with  Ave  have  to  notice  : — 

(a)  Maculae  caeruleae,  taches  bleuatres,  peliomata,  blue  tinted  spots 
of  indefinite  size,  situated  chiefly  over  the  abdomen ;  these  appear  to  be 
caused  by  the  irritation  of  pediculi,  and  occur  in  other  febrile  affections. 

(6)  Petechiae  or  Purpura  Spots.— In  rare  cases  the  typical  typhoid  rash 
may  be  accompanied  by  petechiae ;  at  other  times,  in  badly  nourished  and 
debilitated  persons,  or  Avhen  septic  complications  occur,  petechiae  may 
appear  at  the  height  of  the  disease. 

(c)  Miliaria  and  sudamina  are  not  unfrequently  met  with  ;  they  appear 
sometimes  early,  but  generally  in  the  second  and  thii'd  Aveek  of  the  disease  ; 
they  are  very  numerous,  and  principally  situated  on  the  front  and  back 
of  the  chest  and  on  the  abdomen ;  the  sudamina  are  small  vesicles,  filled 
with  clear  fluid,  and  are  not  likely  to  be  mistaken  for  any  other  affection. 
This  eruption,  of  course,  occurs  in  many  other  diseases. 

{d)  Erythema. — A  rash  of  vivid  red  colour,  not  unlike  the  scarlet 
fever  rash,  sometimes  appears  during  the  first  Aveek,  chiefly  on  the 
chest  and  abdomen.     I  have  tAvice  noticed  a  similar  rash  occuiiing 
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during  the  third  week,  and  chiefly  affecting  the  arms.  This  rash  may  in 
some  cases  be  due  to  the  administration  of  drugs — quinine,  salicylate  of 
sodium,  antipyrin,  etc.  It  has  been  observed,  however,  quite  inde- 
pendently of  such  drugs  (65,  100),  and  is  probably  of  septic  origin. 

(e)  Morbilliform  rash,  resembling  measles  (58,  66),  in  larger  or 
smaller  patches,  with  a  dark  hjjemorrhagic  centre  and  a  lighter-coloured 
periphery,  aff'ects  the  neck  and  trunk,  spreads  rapidly,  but  does  not 
extend  to  the  mucous  membrane,  and  appears  not  materially  to  affect  the 
course  of  the  fever.  Neumann  found  the  streptococcus  pyogenes  on  the 
arms  of  a  patient  during  the  existence  of  this  rash. 

(/)  Urticaria  is  occasionally  obsei'ved,  but  is  probably  in  most  cases  a 
drug  eruption. 

{g)  Herpes,  so  common  in  pneumonia,  is  very  rare  in  enteric  fever ; 
it  has  been  observed  sometimes,  however,  during  the  first  week.  In  two 
cases  in  which  I  noticed  it  the  enteric  fever  was  complicated  by  pneu- 
monia. 

(A)  Desquamation  in  fine  branny  scales  is  often  observed  towards  the 
end  of  the  fever  or  during  convalescence. 

(Edema  of  the  skin  is  noticed  sometimes  towards  the  end  of  the  febrile 
period  (from  thrombosis  of  a  vein),  or  during  convalescence  (from  anaemia 
and  nephritis). 

Erysipelas. — This  is  occasionally  noticed  as  a  complication.  I  have 
seen  it  twice  in  children ;  it  occurred  when  the  fever  symptoms  were 
subsiding.  It  commenced  in  the  usual  way — the  face,  forehead  and  ears 
being  chiefly  affected,  and  it  ran  a  favourable  course.  Silvestrini  (81),  in  a 
case  of  erysipelas  complicating  enteric  fever,  found  the  typhoid  bacillus  in 
the  erysipelatous  eruption. 

Bed-sores. — The  marked  improvement  which  has  taken  place  in  the 
nursing  and  management  of  fever  patients  has  almost  abolished  bed- 
sores ;  yet  in  a  few  very  protracted  cases  in  very  debilitated  persons, 
whatever  the  precautionary  measures,  they  may  perhaps  be  unavoidable  ; 
and  several  factors,  besides  mechanical  pressure — such  as  the  condition 
of  the  blood,  and  trophic  changes  due  to  central  nervous  causes — help 
in  their  production.  They  are  noticed  over  the  sacrum,  or  over  the 
trochanters,  knees,  elbows,  ankles,  shoulder,  head,  etc.  At  first  the 
skin  reddens,  then  small  superficial  erosions  or  fissures  appear,  and 
these  deepen,  giving  rise  to  gangrenous  patches,  which  may  slough  off, 
leaving  the  subjacent  parts  bare ;  occasionally  the  destruction  of  tissue 
extends,  and  may  be  accompanied  by  suppuration  and  the  appearance  of 
septic  symptoms.  We  may  thus  have  extensive  destruction  of  bone, 
which,  when  it  affects  the  sacrum,  may  lead  to  septic  meningitis,  or 
when  the  bed-sore  is  situated  over  a  joint  may  lead  to  opening  of  the 
joint  cavity,  and  further  changes. 

During  convalescence  one  notices  occasionally  loss  of  hair,  which, 
however,  in  most  cases  grows  again.  As  in  other  fevers  and  severe 
diseases,  a  transverse  ridge  of  the  nails,  from  interference  with  nutrition, 
is  noticed  after  recovery  from  enteric  fever.    There  is  an  opaque  white 
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line,  followed  usually  at  some  little  distance  by  a  depression ;  starting 
close  to  the  bed  of  the  nail,  gradually  with  the  growth  of  the  nail  it 
advances  forward  till  eventually  it  disappears ;  in  older  people,  however, 
it  may  remain  visible  for  a  long  time. 

The  circulatory  system  presents  important  symptoms,  especially  from 
a  prognostic  point  of  view.  As  in  other  febrile  infectious  diseases,  the 
continued  high  temperature,  the  toxic  products  of  the  micro-organism,  and 
the  presence  of  the  typhoid  bacilli  in  the  myocardium  (Chantemesse), 
and  especially  also  secondary  infection,  exert  a  deleterious  effect  on  the 
heart  muscle,  and  are  often  the  cause  of  death  in  typhoid ;  the  blood 
itself  presents  important  changes  which  differ  somewhat  from  those  seen 
in  other  acute  fel)rile  affections,  and  lead  to  further  disturbances, 
especially  noticed  in  the  post-febrile  period. 

Pulse. — During  the  first  week,  and  during  the  whole  period  of  the 
fever  in  cases  which  are  likely  to  end  in  recovery,  the  pulse,  except  in 
children,  ranges  from  86  to  100  in  men,  and  from  100  to  120  in  women  ; 
it  is  distinctly  and  markedly  dicrotic,  indicating  a  paresis  of  the  arterial 
muscular  coat  and  low  blood-pressure.  The  force  of  the  pulse  varies, 
of  course,  with  the  age  and  strength  of  the  individual  and  the  condition 
of  the  heart ;  according  to  Potain,  the  blood-pressure  in  the  arteries  is 
always  diminished  (see  on  this  subject  also  Moser,  65ffl).  During  the 
second  and  third  week  the  pulse  generally  becomes  a  little  quicker  and  less 
dicrotic,  and  during  convalescence  may  be  very  slow.  A  small  and  quick 
pulse  is  of  bad  omen  ;  Liebermeister  found  that  when  the  pulse  reached  140 
pulsations  per  minute  death  occurred  in  50  per  cent,  and  when  over  140 
the  mortality  was  80  per  cent.  Equally  unfavourable  is  the  prognosis 
when  the  pulse  becomes  irregular  and  intermittent,  even  if  not  very 
frequent  ;  such  a  pulse  is  often  followed  by  pulmonary  or  cerebral 
thrombosis,  with  sudden  death  at  a  later  period,  and  it  indicates  myocar- 
ditic  changes.  In  some  cases  of  enteric  fever  a  slow  pulse  (40-50)  has 
been  noticed  throughout  the  disease,  which  returned  to  its  normal  frequency 
during  convalescence  (Murchison).  There  is  no  definite  relation  between 
the  temperatui-e  and  the  pulse,  though  often  with  rise  of  temperature 
the  pulse  also  increases.  The  physical  examination  of  the  heart  in 
ordinary  uncomplicated  cases  reveals  nothing  abnormal ;  in  severe  cases 
the  first  sound  may  be  very  feeble  or  quite  inaudible,  as  pointed  out  by 
Stokes  ;  or  the  first  and  second  sound  become  very  similar  in  timbre  and 
duration  ;  sometimes  a  systolic  murmur  is  heard  at  the  apex  or  over  the 
area  of  the  pulmonary  artery.  With  these  signs  dilatation  of  the 
heart,  cyanosis,  and  venous  pulsation  may  be  noted.  French  observers 
have  described  a  cardiac  form  of  enteric  fever.  These  cases  are  char- 
acterised from  the  first  by  quick,  small,  and  irregular  pulse,  a  low  tem- 
perature, pallor  of  the  face  and  extremities,  and  retrosternal  pain.  The 
prognosis  of  these  cases  is  always  very  grave,  and  death  often  occurs 
from  collapse  or  syncope. 

As  further  complications,  especially  during  the  last  stage  of  and 
during  convalescence  from  enteiic,  blocking  of  arteries  and  of  veins 
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occurs,  the  latter  being  much  more  common.  The  affection  of  the  arteries 
has  been  described  by  Landouzy  and  Siredey  as  an  arteritis,  of  which 
they  distinguish  a  parietal  and  an  obliterating  form.  This  affection, 
if  it  occur,  is  almost  always  met  with  during  convalescence  ;  it  affects  the 
large  trunks,  and  is  ushered  in  by  fever  and  by  pain  over  the  affected  artery, 
which  can  be  felt  as  a  cord-like  mass ;  the  pulse  in  the  vessels  below  the 
obstruction  is  very  much  diminished,  oedema  appears  in  the  peripheral 
part  of  the  affected  limb,  and  in  some  cases  dry  gangrene  follows  ;  the 
surface  temperature  of  the  affected  part  is  most  usually  diminished.  In  a 
case  reported  by  Sydney  Phillips  (69),  in  which  blocking  of  the  left 
common  femoral  artery  took  place,  the  surface  temperature  of  the 
affected  limb  showed  an  increase  of  5°  F. 

Thrombosis  of  veins  is  of  much  more  frequent  occurrence.  It  affects 
most  commonly  the  left  femoral  vein,  but  may  affect  other  veins,  as 
of  the  upper  extremity ;  it  is  ushered  in  by  slight  rise  of  temperature, 
severe  local  pain,  often  lasting  several  days,  and  marked  swelling  of 
the  limb;  occasionally  several  attacks  of  thrombosis  may  occur  during 
convalescence.  In  one  case  under  my  own  observation  each  attack  was 
preceded  by  a  rigor,  very  high  temperature,  very  quick  pulse  and  pro- 
fuse sweating.  In  the  clot  obstructing  the  vein  micro-organisms  have  been 
found  (Vaquez).  The  thrombosis  may  extend  into  other  veins ;  it  may 
lead  to  pysemic  symptoms,  and  sometimes  it  causes  sudden  death  from 
pulmonary  embolism.  If  by  the  thrombosis  of  the  vein  the  adjacent  artery 
be  much  compressed,  or  if  clotting  in  the  artery  be  associated  with  it, 
gangrene  of  the  distal  part  of  the  limb  ensues. 

Infarcts  of  the  spleen,  kidney,  and  lungs  are  sometimes  seen  post- 
mortem. Unless  these  infarcts  are  very  extensive,  they  cannot  often  l^e 
diagnosed  during  life. 

The  blood  in  enteric  fever  shows  some  marked  changes.  For  the 
literature  on  this  subject  I  must  refer  to  the  paper  by  W.  S.  Thayer  in  the 
Hospital  Beports  of  the  Harvard  University,  vol.  iv.  No.  21,  p.  83.  The  older 
writers  state  that  the  clot  obtained  by  blood-letting  in  this  fever 
shows,  by  an  absence  of  the  buffy  coat,  that  the  fibrin  is  diminished.  The 
histological  examination  of  the  blood  has  not  always  given  uniform  results, 
but  the  majority  of  observers  are  agreed  upon  the  following  broad  facts  : — 
The  number  of  red  blood  corpuscles,  normal  at  first,  falls  gi-adually  during 
the  fever,  but  not  to  a  very  large  extent ;  with  the  cessation  of  the  fever 
the  number  falls  still  lower,  and  may  fall  to  a  very  low  degree  (post-typhoid 
anaemia).  The  red  blood  corpuscles  may  undergo  temporary  changes  in 
number  during  the  fever ;  thus  profuse  diarrhoja  may  cause  a  temporary 
increase,  haemorrhage  a  decrease.  The  amount  of  haemoglobin  falls  and 
rises  with  the  number  of  the  red  blood  cells.  The  leucocytes  are  stated 
by  most  recent  observers  to  be  not  only  not  increased,  but  rather 
diminished  in  enteric  fever — a  marked  difference  between  enteric  fever 
and  inflammatory  affections  and  other  infectious  fevers.  Some  observers, 
however,  have  noticed  a  slight  increase  at  the  beginning  of  the 
attack.  With  convalescence  the  number  gradually  returns  to  the  normal. 
VOL.  I  3  G 
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In  post-typhoid  anaemia  certain  changes  in  the  relative  proportion  of 
the  various  forms  of  leucocytes  have  been  noted  by  Thayer,  namely,  a 
great  increase  of  the  large  mononuclear  leucocytes,  and  a  diminution  of 
the  multinuclear  neutrophiles.  Eichhorst  found  in  one  case  large  granular 
cells  containing  several  red  blood  corpuscles.  The  specific  gravity  of  the 
blood  taken  after  the  method  of  Schmelz  shows  considerable  diversity. 
The  glycogen  of  the  blood  has  been  found  increased.  Typhoid  bacilli 
have  repeatedly  been  found  in  blood  drawn  from  the  spleen  by  a  syringe, 
but  very  rarely  in  blood  drawn  from  the  finger  or  a  supei'ficial  vein, 
or  from  the  roseolar  eruption.  Streptococci  and  sta^phylococci  have 
been  found  in  the  blood  in  mixed  infection  [see  "  Mixed  Infection," 
p.  832]. 

Piespiratm'D  System. — Epistaxis  as  an  early  symptom  has  already  been 
mentioned.  In  severe  cases  of  the  so-called  "  hsemorrhagic  typhoid,"  pro- 
fuse epistaxis,  haemorrhages  from  the  stomach,  kidneys,  and  other  organs, 
and  cutaneous  and  subcutaneous  hsemorrhages  have  been  observed  at  a 
late  stage  of  the  fever. 

Laryngeal  Affections. — The  larynx  is  not  unfrequently  found  affected  in 
enteric  fever.  About  the  proportion  of  cases  affected  authors  vary  consider- 
ably. In  many  cases  there  are  no  subjective  symptoms,  and  laryngoscopic 
examination  only  can  reveal  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  affection ;  in  others 
the  symptoms  are  dryness  and  tickling  in  the  throat,  hoarseness,  cough  ; 
while  some  affections,  like  oedema  and  perichondritis,  may  give  rise  to 
alarming  and  sometimes  quickly  fatal  symptoms.  The  various  affections 
are — 

1.  Catarrhal  Affection. — This,  according  to  Landgraf,  Lewin,  and 
others,  is  a  simple  hypersemia  of  the  mucous  membrane. 

2.  Ulcerations,  which,  according  to  some  observers,  are  due  to  the 
typhoid  bacillus,  and  may  thus  be  looked  upon  as  a  typical  form  of 
typhoid,  "  laryngo-typhoid."  These  ulcerations  are  situated  in  the  parts  of 
the  larynx  provided  with  adenoid  tissue,  namely,  the  base  of  the  epi- 
glottis, the  posterior  wall  of  the  larynx,  especially  the  inner  surface  of  the 
arytenoid  cartilages,  and  the  false  vocal  cords.  These  ulcers  may  be 
simple  erosions  and  heal  readily,  or  they  may  become  neci'otic  and  leave 
sharply-defined  defects,  or  they  may  lead  to  extensive  perichondritis  and 
exfoliation  of  the  cartilages.  As  yet  typhoid  bacilli  have  not  been  found 
in  these  ulcers,  and  some  therefore  look  upon  them  as  allied  to  the  next 
class,  namely — 

3.  Ulcerations  due  to  an  epithelial  necrosis,  and  caused  by  strepto- 
cocci and  staphylococci  (Eppinger,  Landgraf).  They  appear  at  first 
in  the  form  of  yellowish  spots,  which  break  up  into  smaller  masses. 
These  masses  slough  and  become  detached,  leaving  more  or  less  ^"sq 
ulcers,  which  may  lead  to  further  changes.  • 

4.  True  Diphtheritic  Affection. — This  is  extremely  rare,  and  but  few 
undoubted  cases  (35)  are  recorded.  In  one  case  the  diphtheritic  mem- 
branes extended  to  the  bronchi,  and  the  soft  palate  was  also  affected. 

5.  Perichondritis  with  exfoliation  of  the  cartilages,  which  may  lead 
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to  marked  narrowing  of  the  larynx,  or  in  rare  cases  to  subcutaneous 
emphysema  of  the  neck,  must  be  looked  upon  in  nearly  all  cases  as 
secondary  to  the  ulceration.  It  is  chiefly  noticed  during  convalescence  ; 
it  may  lead  to  suppuration  and  extensive  destruction,  and  to  alarming 
symptoms  of  suffocation.  In  several  cases  small  portions  of  cartilage 
have  been  coughed  up,  and  recovery  has  taken  place ;  in  many  tracheo- 
tomy is  necessary,  though  this  is  not  unfrequently  followed  by  fatal 
results  (62).  Some  authors  (Dietrich,  Richie)  have  looked  upon  the 
laryngeal  ulcers  in  enteric  fever  as  allied  in  their  origin  and  nature  to 
bed-sores,  and  due  partly  to  pressure  and  partly  to  disturbance  in  the 
circulation  and  innervation  of  the  parts ;  they  have  accordingly  proposed 
for  these  ulcers  the  name  of  "decubitus  ulcers." 

Lastly,  we  have  to  notice  paralysis  of  the  vocal  cords,  which  has 
occasionally  been  observed  during  convalescence,  or  some  time  after.  In 
some  cases  it  has  been  found  due  to  pressure  on  the  recurrent  laryngeal 
nerve,  either  by  enlarged  glands  or  thickened  pleura  (Schrotter) ;  in  others 
it  is  probably  the  result  of  changes  in  the  muscles  or  nerves  due  to  the 
toxic  effect  of  the  poison.  Thus  in  one  case  paralysis  of  the  vocal  cord 
was  noticed  with  multiple  peripheral  neuritis. 

For  a  more  detailed  account  of  the  laryngeal  affections  see  (52,  28). 

Bronchitis  is  very  often  noticed  in  enteric  fever,  especially  in  the  older 
subjects.  It  may  occasionally  become  very  severe,  and  extend  to  the 
smallest  bronchi. 

Broncho-pneumonia  occurs  chiefly  in  the  disseminated  form,  and  may 
lead  to  small  foci  of  suppuration. 

Hypostatic  congestion  occurs  frequently  in  enteric  fever  owing  to  the 
enforced  and  prolonged  recumbent  posture  of  the  patient ;  it  may  lead  to 
hypostatic  pneumonia  or  collapse. 

Croupous  or  Lobar  Pneumonia. — It  has  now  been  clearly  demonstrated 
that  in  most  cases  the  pneumococcus  of  Friinkel  is  the  cause  of 
pneumonia  in  typhoid.  In  others  (septic  pneumonia)  a  streptococcus  has 
been  found.  Some  few  cases  are,  however,  recorded  where  the  typhoid 
bacillus  has  been  detected  in  the  inflamed  lung,  and  such  cases  must 
be  regarded  as  a  specific  localisation  of  the  disease  (pneumo-typhoid) 
(70«.).  Clinically  considered,  it  must  be  noted  that  in  some  cases  pneu- 
monia occurs  at  the  outset  of  the  disease,  and  masks  the  enteric  symptoms 
for  some  days,  till  in  the  second  week,  on  the  subsidence  of  the  pneu- 
monic symptoms,  but  slight  abatement  of  the  fever  follows,  and  the 
enteric  symptoms  become  more  pronounced ;  in  others,  and  this  is  more 
frequent,  pneumonia  sets  in  at  the  end  of  the  second  or  third  week  of  the 
fever.    The  usual  symptoms — such  as  rigor,  pain,  and  rusty  sputum — 


p^,  often  absent,  and  the  affection  is  often  to  be  recognised  only  by 
increased  frequency  of  breathing,  by  rise  of  temperature,  and  by  the 
physical  signs ;  in  some  few  cases,  however,  acute  pleuritic  pain  and  rusty 
sputum  may  be  noticed.  Of  the  combination  of  septic  pneumonia  and 
enteric  fever  I  have  lately  seen  a  case  in  which  the  pneumonia  was  of 
the  creeping  kind,  attacking  first  the  base  and  then  the  apex  on  each 


820 


SYSTEM  OF  MEDICINE 


side  ;  the  sputum  contained  masses  of  streptococci  but  no  pneumococci. 
During  the  influenza  epidemic  the  combination  of  influenza  pneumonia 
with  enteric  fever  was  occasionally  noticed  (93).  The  association  of 
pneumonia  with  true  enteric  fever  must  be  distinguished  from  the 
"  typhoid  pneumonia,"  in  which  diarrhoea  and  all  the  symptoms  known  as 
the  "typhoid"  state  occur — namely,  great  prostration,  low  muttering 
delirium,  etc.  In  many  cases  the  diagnosis  cannot  be  made  until  the 
disease  has  lasted  some  days  by  the  marked  enlargement  of  the  spleen, 
the  appearance  of  roseolar  spots,  the  persistence  of  the  fever  and  the  occur- 
rence of  intestinal  haemorrhage. 

Pleurisy  and  empyema  have  occasionally  been  noticed  during  the 
course  of  enteric.  Milder  attacks  of  pleurisy,  in  which  spontaneous 
absorption  of  exudation  takes  place,  are  not  uncommon.  Extensive 
exudations  occur  much  less  frequently,  and  are  to  be  considered  as  the 
result  of  a  mixed  infection,  due  to  streptococci  or  pneumococci.  The 
typhoid  bacillus  has  been  found  in  a  very  few  cases  only  (Weintrand, 
Belfanti). 

Tuberculosis  of  the  lung  has  occasionally  been  observed  during  con- 
valescence or  some  time  after ;  probably  the  disease  in  these  cases  was 
already  present  in  the  patient  before  he  caught  typhoid.  Acute  tuber- 
culosis following  enteric  fever  has  been  noted  especially  in  some  of  the 
epidemics  of  enteric  in  soldiers  during  war  (38). 

The  Mouth. — The  state  of  the  tongue,  as  already  indicated  in  the 
general  description,  varies  with  the  severity  of  the  disease  and  the  stage 
of  the  disease.  At  the  onset  it  is  covered  with  a  white  fur,  which 
gradually  thickens,  but  is  still  moist ;  and  in  milder  cases  this  condition 
may  not  alter  throughout  the  whole  of  the  course  :  in  the  ordinary  cases 
after  the  first  week  the  tongue  becomes  dry,  and  is  covered  by  a  brown 
fur ;  later  the  diyness  still  further  increases,  and  the  centre  of  the 
tongue  is  covered  by  a  deep  brown,  almost  black,  dry  fur,  which  may 
form  crusts  and  leave  fissures.  The  gums  and  lips  become  likewise 
covered  by  brown,  dry  masses  of  sordes.  With  the  beginning  of  con- 
valescence the  tongue  becomes  moist  again  and  quickly  cleans.  The 
secretion  of  saliva  is  in  most  cases  very  much  diminished,  as  indeed  is 
the  case  in  most  fevers. 

Parotitis  is  occasionally  observed  during  the  later  course  or  as  a 
sequela ;  it  gives  rise  to  more  or  less  extensive  swelling,  and  is  usually 
unilateral ;  the  exudation  may  gradually  become  absoi-bed,  or  suppura- 
tion may  ensue,  which  not  unfrequently  leads  to  other  septic  symptoms 
and  death.  It  is  more  frequently  noticed  in  some  epidemics  than  in 
others,  and  is  either  due  to  an  extension  of  the  inflammation  from  Steno's 
duct  or  to  a  metastatic  inflammation.  Murchison  recorded  six  cases  of 
which  five  terminated  fatally ;  Osier  noticed  some  cases  which,  however, 
all  terminated  favourably. 

Cancrum  oris  occurs  chiefly  in  children,  and  appears  to  l)e  much  less 
frequent  now  than  formerly.  It  is  observed  during  the  later  stage  of 
enteric,  and  its  commencement,  as  it  begins  Avithout  pain  as  a  small  necrotic 
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patch  on  the  mucous  surface  of  the  cheek,  is  not  likely  to  be  noticed. 
The  necrotic  patch  extends  in  depth,  and  soon  a  hard,  brawny,  shining, 
indurated  patch,  at  first  pale  and  gradually  deepening  in  colour,  appears 
on  the  outside  of  the  cheek ;  the  patch  softens,  a  deep  slough  forms,  and 
on  separation  a  hole  may  form  through  which  the  gums  and  teeth  can  be 
seen  ;  at  the  same  time  the  process  extends  on  the  mucous  surface,  causing 
extensive  ulcerations  of  the  gums,  and  even  of  the  tongue.  The  gangrene 
may  now  spread  farther,  affecting  the  greater  part  of  the  cheek,  the  jaw 
may  be  laid  bare,  the  teeth  become  loosened  and  fall  out,  and  necrosis 
of  the  alveoli  follow.  There  is  marked  salivation,  and  the  breath  is 
very  foetid.  In  spite  of  the  extensive  spreading  of  the  necrosis  there 
is  rarely  any  haemorrhage,  and  there  is  no  pain  throughout  the  whole 
course  of  the  disease.  In  most  cases  the  patient  dies  from  septic  pneumonia 
or  other  septic  complication.  Recovery  is  very  rare,  and  in  this  event  a 
marked  disfiguration  of  the  face  remains.  The  affection  is  of  the  nature 
of  gangrene,  and  is  not  due  to  typhoid  bacilli ;  long  threads  of  small 
bacilli  have  been  found  in  the  spreading  edge  by  Lingard. 

Pharynx. — Catarrhal  affection  of  the  pharynx  is  often  observed,  and 
during  the  latter  stage  of  severe  cases  there  is  occasionally  a  thick 
deposit  on  the  fauces,  which  can  be  detached,  and  is  found  to  consist 
of  debris,  particles  of  food,  masses  of  epithelial  cells,  leucocytes,  and 
numerous  micro-organisms.  In  some  cases  a  deposit  roughly  resembling  a 
diphtheritic  membrane  is  seen ;  this  owes  its  origin  probably  to  strepto- 
cocci and  staphylococci,  which  are  found  in  large  numbers  together  with 
necrotic  tissue  and  fibrin.  This  is  usually  a  complication  of  very  severe 
and  fatal  cases. 

A  peculiar  ulceration  has  been  described  by  several  French  and 
German  observers  (Bouveret,  Devignac,  Duguet,  Wagner,  Cahn)  (9),  and 
is  looked  upon  as  specific  of  enteric  fever.  It  has  been  named  pharyngo- 
typhoid.  The  ulcers  are  superficial,  circumscribed,  cleanly  cut,  and  occur 
principally  on  the  soft  palate,  close  to  the  hard  palate.  From  the  obser- 
vations of  R^non  it  appears,  however,  that  they  are  not  due  to  typhoid 
bacilli,  but  to  streptococci  and  staphylococci. 

Gastro-Intestinal  Symptoms. — Nausea  and  vomiting,  as  already  noticed, 
may  be  present  at  the  onset  and  continue  for  some  days.  In  most  cases 
these  symptoms  disappear  after  the  first  week,  so  that  the  patient,  as  a 
rule,  has  no  difficulty  in  taking  large  quantities  of  milk  ;  the  secretion 
of  gastric  juice  is  very  much  diminished,  and  free  hydrochloric  acid,  as 
in  most  febrile  affections,  is  absent.  In  cases  where  severe  nephritis  is 
noticed  during  the  course  of  the  fever,  persistent  vomiting,  probably 
ursemic,  has  been  noted.  Epigastric  pain  and  vomiting,  due  to  inflam- 
matory changes  and  ulceration  of  the  stomach,  have  also  been  recorded 
(A.  Chauffaro). 

Diarrhoea  is  one  of  the  characteristic  symptoms  of  enteric  fever.  It 
may  be  present  from  the  first,  and  persist  throughout  the  whole  course, 
continuing  sometimes  even  when  the  temperature  has  reached  the 
normal.    In  other  cases  there  is  constipation  at  first,  and  diarrhoea 
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begins  about  the  end  of  first  week ;  in  others  diarrhoea  may  be  absent 
throughout,  and  even  obstinate  constipation  may  exist.  Profuse  diarrhoea 
is  noticed  principally  in  severe  cases,  but  there  is  no  relation  between 
the  diarrhcea  and  the  ulceration  of  the  intestines,  and  even  in  constipated 
patients  extensive  ulcerations  have  been  found.  The  number  of  stools, 
usually  four  to  ten  in  twenty-four  hours,  varies  considerably ;  sometimes, 
however,  the  stools  occur  CA^en  more  frequently.  With  each  evacuation 
a  fairly  large  quantity  is  discharged.  The  stool  is  thin  at  first,  but  of 
ordinary  brown  colour ;  soon  it  becomes  yellowish,  of  the  colour  and 
consistency  of  pea-soup  :  it  is  often  uniform,  but  in  children,  and  sometimes 
in  adults  when  very  large  quantities  of  milk  are  taken,  it  contains  curds. 
With  the  approach  of  convalescence  I  have  frequently  noticed  the  colour 
of  the  stool  to  become  greenish  and  less  uniform,  showing  small  solid 
particles.  The  stool,  especially  in  children,  has  a  very  foul  smell.  On 
standing,  a  clear  upper  stratum  separates,  which  is  very  rich  in  albumin. 
Microscopically  examined,  the  stool,  besides  the  partly  digested  particles 
of  food,  contains  a  large  quantity  of  triple  phosphates,  desquamated 
epithelial  cells,  embryonic  cells,  blood  corpuscles,  necrotic  tissue  elements, 
and  granular  detritus.  Numerous  micro-organisms  are  found,  micrococci 
and  larger  and  smaller  bacilli.  The  typhoid  bacillus  has  not  been  found 
in  the  alvine  discharges  before  the  ninth  day ;  its  detection,  especially 
its  distinction  from  the  bacterium  coli  which  occurs  constantly  in  the 
faeces,  both  in  health  and  in  disease,  has  already  been  described ;  and  it 
has  been  seen  that  at  present  no  clinical  diagnosis  can  be  based  upon  it. 
Careful  examination  of  the  stool  on  the  third  week  often  reveals  the 
presence  of  small  shreds,  probably  sloughs  from  Peyer's  patches.  There 
is  usually  no  pain  either  before  or  after  the  discharge. 

Haemorrhage  from  the  bowels  in  any  mai'ked  quantity  occurs  in  from  3 
to  7  per  cent  of  the  cases  (Murchison,  Liebermeister).  It  is  much  rarer  in 
children.  In  some  cases  it  may  occur  at  the  end  of  the  first  week,  and  is 
then  probably  due  to  intense  congestion  ;  most  commonly  it  occurs  after  the 
second  week  ;  it  may  occur  only  once,  and  is  then  not  a  very  unfavourable 
symptom,  or  repeatedly,  and  there  may  be  eight  to  ten  and  even  more 
discharges  in  twenty-four  hours,  consisting  of  almost  pure  liquid  blood. 
In  two  very  severe  cases  (husband  and  wife)  the  haemorrhage  was  so  pro- 
fuse that  pressure  on  the  abdomen,  or  any  movement  on  the  part  of  the 
patient,  was  followed  by  a  discharge  of  blood,  but  both  patients  recovered. 
In  less  severe  cases  the  stool  is  black  and  tarry.  Slight  haemorrhage 
does  not  give  rise  to  any  subjective  symptoms.  Profuse  haemorrhage 
is  indicated  by  a  sensation  of  faintness,  rapid  fall  of  temperature  (from 
2°  to  5°  F.),  pallor  of  the  face,  smallness  and  rapidity  of  the  pulse, 
aiid.  extreme  prostration.  According  to  Zuelzer,  whose  statement  is  con- 
firmed by  Moore,  profuse  haemorrhage,  by  filling  several  coils  of  intestines, 
may  give  rise  to  a  dull  percussion  note  where  previously  the  note  Avas 
tympanitic.  Such  abundant  haemorrhage  during  the  later  stage  of  typhoid 
is  due  either  to  erosion  of  the  vessels  on  the  separation  of  a  slough, 
or  to  an  increased  diapedesis  from  the  small  arteiies,  whose  walls  are 
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degenerated  (72).  As  to  the  prognostic  importance  of  the  haemorrhage 
authors  differ  somewhat.  Graves,  Trousseau,  and  Griesinger  are  of  opinion 
that  the  occurrence  of  haemorrhage  is  not  an  unfavourable  symptom. 
This  is  probably  correct  when  haemorrhage  occurs  only  once  and  early,  as 
by  the  haemorrhage  some  of  the  toxic  material  accumulating  in  the  blood 
may  be  got  rid  of.  Profuse  haemorrhage,  on  the  other  hand,  occurring 
at  a  later  period,  must  always  be  looked  upon  as  a  very  serious  event, 
and  the  mortality,  from  syncope  chiefly,  is  very  high  (30  to  40  per 
cent). 

In  haemorrhagic  typhoid,  with  petechial  eruption,  and  abundant  epis- 
taxis,  intestinal  haemorrhage  is  a  prominent  symptom,  and  may  occur 
earlier  in  the  disease. 

Tympanites  is  almost  a  constant  symptom  in  enteric  fever,  and  when 
excessive  is  of  grave  omen.  It  may  favour  perforation,  or  by  displacement 
of  the  diaphragm  upwards  cause  cardiac  disturbances.  Of  gurgling  and 
jjain  on  pressure  we  have  already  spoken.  Abdominal  teiiderness  is 
sometimes  observed  for  the  first  week  or  later ;  it  is  sometimes  diffuse, 
at  other  times  limited  to  the  region  of  the  umbilicus  or  the  right  iliac 
region.  Persistent  and  localised  pain  is  probably  due  to  slight  peri- 
tonitis. 

Perforation  of  an  intestinal  ulcer  is  one  of  the  most  terrible  of  acci- 
dents. It  seems  to  occur  in  about  2*5  to  3  per  cent,  and  was  noticed 
114  times  in  2000  fatal  cases  (42).  It  is  rarer  in  children,  and  occurs 
more  frequently  in  men  than  in  women.  It  may  occur  any  time  after 
the  second  week,  and  it  has  been  observed  after  all  fever  symptoms 
have  subsided.  Osier  observed  one  case  as  early  as  the  eighth 
day.  In  Hoelscher's  table,  of  the  114  fatal  cases,  no  case  is  recorded 
in  the  first  two  weeks  of  the  fever.  As  accessory  causes,  indigestible 
food,  excessive  tympanites,  obstinate  vomiting,  movements  on  the  part  of 
the  patient,  and  the  presence  of  intestinal  worms,  are  cited  ;  but  occasion- 
ally perforation  may  occur  without  any  such  aids.  It  may  occur  in  mild 
cases,  and  I  have  noticed  it  in  apyrexial  typhoid.  The  perforation, 
setting  in  suddenly,  quickly  gives  rise  to  the  symptoms  of  perforative 
peritonitis  :  severe  pain,  at  first  situated  over  the  right  iliac  fossa  (or 
referred  pain  over  the  left  iliac  region),  soon  becomes  general.  The 
pain  may  be  persistent,  or  more  like  colic ;  in  some  few  cases  it  has 
been  entirely  absent.  Vomiting  usually  occurs  early  ;  the  patient  shows 
symptoms  of  collapse ;  the  features  become  pale  and  pinched,  the  pulse 
small  and  threadlike,  the  abdomen  more  distended,  and  the  liver  dulness 
can  no  longer  be  made  out  on  percussion  (Wagner,  Flint).  In  some 
cases  the  abdomen,  instead  of  being  distended,  may  be  retracted,  with 
marked  rigidity  of  the  walls  (Wagner).  The  breathing  becomes  thoracfc, 
and  the  temperature  suddenly  falls,  though  it  may  afterwards  rise  again 
considerably.  There  is  often  suppression  of  urine.  Soon  the  prostra- 
tion becomes  extreme,  the  voice  husky,  cold  clammy  perspiration  cover's 
the  face  and  body,  and  the  patient  gradually  sinks,  the  sensorium  often 
remaining  clear  to  the  end.    In  some  cases  death  may  occur  at  a  later 
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period  from  subacute  peritonitis.  Thus  a  patient  was  admitted  into  the 
Manchester  Infirmary  with  symptoms  of  intestinal  obstruction  which  had 
lasted  for  some  days  ;  the  patient  died  soon  after  admission.  At  the 
autopsy  typical  typhoid  ulcers  were  found,  one  of  which  was  perforated, 
and  fsecal  extravasation  had  taken  place.  There  was  extensive  peri- 
tonitis, and  a  small  quantity  of  fsecal  matter  lay  free  in  the  abdomen. 
Recovery  does  occasionally,  but  very  rarely,  occur.  If  the  perforation  be 
a  tiny  one,  the  symptoms  may  not  be  veiy  characteristic  :  the  pulse, 
however,  will  rise  over  120,  and  the  temperature  may  fall.  The  area  of 
liver  dulness  may  also  be  diminished,  and  the  respiration  be  thoracic. 
There  may  be  a  disposition  to  vomit,  and  a  little  increasing  pain.  Yet 
even  in  such  a  case  laparotomy  can  scarcely  be  advisable,  as  the  enfeebled 
heart,  extensive  intestinal  ulceration,  and  febrile  prostration  prevent 
much  hope  of  success. 

Perforative  peritonitis,  apart  from  the  perforation  of  an  ulcer,  may 
occur  from  ulceration  of  the  gall-bladder,  rupture  of  a  suppurating  mesen- 
teric gland  or  of  abscess  of  spleen,  rupture  of  spleen,  etc. 

The  occurrence  of  peritonitis  without  perforation  may  occur  from 
extension  of  the  inflammation  to  the  serous  coat  of  the  intestine.  It  is 
then  generally  circumscribed,  and  tends  to  form  adhesions.  Occasionally 
it  may  give  rise  to  a  local  suppuration. 

Complications  relating  to  the  Liver  and  Biliary  Apjmratus. — Recent  experi- 
mental investigations  have  shown  that  in  microbic  diseases  the  liver  plays 
an  important  part,  the  vessels  with  their  endothelial  lining,  and  probably 
also  the  liver  cells,  being  actively  concerned ;  but  these  changes  do  not 
give  rise  to  symptoms  which  can  be  clinically  recognised,  and  the  changes 
which  we  notice  are  due  not  so  much  to  the  typhoid  bacillus,  as  to  a 
mixed  or  secondary  infection,  and  to  complications. 

Jaundice  is  very  rare  in  the  enteric  fever  of  our  climate.  It  has  been 
noticed  late  in  the  disease,  or  even  during  convalescence,  and  is  most 
commonly  due  to  catarrhal  secretions  blocking  up  the  bile  duct.  In  other 
cases  the  jaundice  is  due  to  micro-organisms  which  have  been  found  in  the 
biliary  passages,  such  as  the  bacterium  coli  commune,  streptococcus  pyo- 
genes, etc.,  which  give  rise  to  inflammation  of  the  biliary  ducts  (chol- 
angitis) with  or  without  formation  of  abscesses.  Such  cases  usually  run 
a  fatal  course,  with  symptoms  of  pyaemia.  The  gall-bladder  from  a 
similar  cause  may  be  the  seat  of  suppuration,  and  may  even  be  ruptured. 
Some  observers  draw  attention  to  the  formation  of  gall-stones  after 
recovery  from  enteric  fever,  and  Dufourt  collected  nineteen  cases  where 
gall-stone  colic  occurred  thereafter.  Chantemesse  gives  a  case  where 
a  woman  eight  months  after  enteric  began  to  suffer  from  hepatic  colic, 
jatmdice  and  fever.  The  gall-bladder,  removed  by  operation  during  life, 
showed  the  presence  of  biliary  catarrh  and  living  typhoid  bacilli.  I 
may  here  draw  attention  to  the  not  unfrequent  coexistence  of  gall-stone 
and  ulcerative  endocarditis  [see  article  on  "  Ulcerative  Endocarditis  "]. 

Spleen. — The  enlargement  of  the  spleen  is  a  constant  symptom  in 
enteric  fever,  and  its  gradual  increase  can  often  be  demonstrated  during 
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the  course  of  the  disease.  During  the  second  week,  especially  in  children, 
the  edge  of  the  spleen  can  often  be  readily  felt,  particularly  on  deep 
inspiration.  The  enlargement  continues  to  the  end  of  the  third  week, 
when  it  gradually  subsides.  The  spleen  is  found  increased  in  its  various 
dimensions,  and  the  enlargement  can  be  readily  made  out  by  percussion. 
When  there  is  great  distension  of  the  abdomen,  or  when  the  stomach  or 
colon  is  inflated  and  displaced,  the  splenic  enlargement  cannot  easily  be 
made  out ;  in  other  cases  the  area  of  splenic  dulness,  though  not  enlarged, 
is  increased  in  intensity.  Palpation  of  the  spleen  is  occasionally  painful. 
Abscesses  and  rupture  of  the  spleen  have  been  occasionally  noticed ; 
they  are,  however,  extremely  rare,  and  more  of  pathological  than  clinical 
interest. 

Gmito-Urinary  System. — The  urine  in  enteric  fever  presents  the 
ordinary  character  of  febrile  urine.  It  is  decreased  in  quantity,  high- 
coloured,  very  acid,  and  of  high  specific  gravity.  Uric  acid,  kreatinin, 
and  ammonia  are  increased;  urea  is  usually  increased,  though  sometimes 
it  is  diminished  during  the  first  few  days.  Chloride  of  sodium  ^  and 
phosphoric  acid  (Zuelzer)  are  found  diminished — the  potash  salts  and  rela- 
tive sulphuric  acid  (Zuelzer)  increased.  Of  abnormal  constituents,  albu- 
min is  found  in  70-80  per  cent  of  the  more  severe  cases.  Of  the  various 
forms  of  albumin  serumalbumin  is  constantly  found,  and  with  serum- 
albumin  globulin  often,  hemi-albuminose  or  prepeptone  occasionally. 
In  several  cases  the  uiine  has  given  the  reactions  of  hemi-albuminose  for 
one  or  two  days,  which  was  then  replaced  by  serumalbumin.  The  urine 
may  contain  blood  when  haemorrhagic  nephritis  complicates  enteric  fever, 
and  in  petechial  typhoid.  In  some  severe  cases  hsemoglobinuria  has 
been  observed.  Mucus  occurs  when  cystitis  is  present.  In  some  cases 
acetone  and  aceto-acetic  acid  are  found  in  the  urine  without  the  presence 
of  sugar.  Microscopic  examination  may  reveal  the  presence  of  various 
forms  of  casts,  as  will  be  presently  pointed  out.  In  very  severe  cases  of 
enteric  fever  leucin  and  tyrosin  have  been  found  in  the  urine. 

Ehrliclis  Diazo  Reaction. — Ehrlich  described  this  test  in  1882,  and  since 
then  a  large  number  of  observations  have  appeared  on  the  subject  (40). 
The  peculiar  reaction  is  probably  due  to  the  presence  of  some  nitrogenous 
products  in  the  urine.  To  carry  out  the  test  we  use  two  solutions : 
No.  1,  a  saturated  solution  of  sulphanilic  acid  in  dilute  hydrochloric  acid 
(1  in  20) ;  No.  2,  a  solution  of  sodium  nitrite  in  water  (|  per  cent  solution). 
The  urine  to  be  tested  is  put  into  a  test-tube,  and  a  quantity  of  the 
solutions  1  and  2  equal  to  that  of  the  urine  is  added  (about  40  c.c.  of 
the  sulphanilic  acid  and  1  c.c.  of  sodium  nitrite  solution),  the  mixture  is 
well  shaken,  and  then  some  drops  of  liquor  ammoniae  are  allowed  to 
slip  down  the  side  of  the  tube.  At  the  junction  of  the  two  a  deep 
brownish  red  ring  appears ;  if  again  shaken  the  whole  fluid  mass  ap- 

^  Terray  (88)  compared  the  quantity  of  sodium  chloride  in  the  food  with  tliat  voided 
by  the  urine  and  the  faeces  in  four  cases  of  enteric  fever,  and  found  the  chloride  diminish 
d\iring  the  whole  fever  period,  and  also  for  some  days  after  the  fever  had  disappeared. 
Tlie  diminution,  according  to  Leyden,  is  due  to  the  retention  of  water  in  the  system 
during  the  fever. 
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pears  red,  and  if  the  diazo  reaction  be  present  the  foam  appears  also 
rose-tinted.  This  test  has  undoubtedly  some  diagnostic  value  (87).  It 
is  certainly  present  in  a  very  large  majority  of  cases  of  enteric  fever  both 
in  adults  and  in  children,  and  even  in  the  apyrexial  type ;  according  to 
Taylor,  it  does  not  often  appear  before  the  end  of  the  first  week  (Hewet- 
son  noticed  it  in  77  jjer  cent  of  his  cases  in  the  first  week),  and  it  often 
disappears  during  the  third  and  fourth  week.  The  reaction,  however,  is 
also  seen  in  other  febrile  affections  (typhus,  measles,  scarlet  fever, 
pneumonia,  acute  tuberculosis),  and  in  some  apyrexial  diseases  (chronic 
hepatitis,  carcinoma,  leukaemia,  etc.),  and  its  diagnostic  value  is  thereby 
somewhat  lessened. 

Albumin  in  the  urine  is  an  important  symptom  ;  it  is  not  always  due 
to  the  same  cause,  and  from  analogy  with  other  infectious  diseases,  and 
from  a  consideration  of  the  pathological  changes  in  the  kidney  found  after 
death,  we  may  distinguish  the  following  forms  of  albuminuria  : — 

1.  Febrile  Albuminuria. — The  albuminuria  is  here  due  to  the  pyrexia,^ 
though  the  retention  of  toxic  products  in  the  blood  cannot  be  overlooked 
as  a  probable  cause.  Clinically  this  albuminuria  is  characterised  by  the 
small  amount  of  albumin  in  the  urine  without  blood,  and  often  without 
casts ;  if  casts  be  present  they  are  hyaline  and  few  in  number.  This 
albuminuria  may  be  noted  early,  sometimes  even  in  the  first  week.  It 
occurs  in  children  as  well  as  in  adults ;  it  is  sometimes  absent  for  a  day 
or  two,  and  it  disappears  with  convalescence.  It  does  not  give  rise  to 
very  serious  symptoms,  and  is  not  followed  by  any  permanent  damage 
of  the  kidney. 

2.  Albuminuria  due  to  Acute  Bright's  Disease  (Hsemorrhagic  Nephritis, 
Nephro-typhoid). — The  albumin  is  here  often  abundant ;  the  urine  contains 
also  blood,  and  granular,  fatty,  and  blood  casts  are  seen.  Various  micro- 
organisms, amongst  them  the  typhoid  bacilli,  have  been  found  occasionally 
in  the  urine  during  life,  or  in  the  kidneys  after  death  in  this  affection. 
This  complication,  if  stress  be  laid  on  the  free  admixture  of  blood,  is  of 
rare  occurrence- — the  presence  of  large  quantities  of  albumin  and  casts 
without  any  blood,  or  with  but  a  small  quantity  of  blood,  is  of  more 
frequent  occurrence  (Osier  and  Mason's  figures  give  about  10  per  cent 
of  the  observed  cases  of  enteric  fever).  This  complication  is  usually 
observed  in  the  second  week,  but  sometimes  (Gubler,  Robin)  it  may  be 
an  early  symptom.  It  may  last  for  several  days,  and  end  in  recovery  ; 
or  ursemic  symptoms,  low  delirium  and  convulsions  may  set  in.  AVhen 
this  complication  occurs  early  with  pain  in  the  back  and  the  passage  of 
urine  containing  much  blood,  and  is  followed  by  ursemic  symptoms, 
the  primary  disease  is  difficult  to  recognise.  The  affection  is  most 
likely  due  to  the  action  of  bacterial  products  on  the  kidney,  products 
which  either  circulate  in  the  blood  or  pass  to  the  kidney  from  another 

1  As  it  lias  been  demonstrated  by  means  of  Roy's  oukometer  that  with  an  increase  of 
the  body  temperature  the  kidneys  decrease  in  size  considerably,  the  diminished  quantity 
of  urine  passed  and  the  presence  of  albumin  in  the  urine  are  readily  explained  (64)  ;  again, 
experimental  investigations  have  shown  that  albumin  may  appear  in  the  urine  of  animals 
exposed  to  high  temperatures. 
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part  of  the  urinary  tract  (67)  :  thus  it  is  allied  to  the  nephritis  seen  in 
other  infectious  fevers,  and  scarcely  deserves  the  designation  of  nephro- 
typhoid. 

3.  As  septic  infection  is  a  common  complication  of  enteric  fever,  we 
notice  sometimes  an  acute  suppurative  nephritis,  an  earlier  stage  of  what 
is  probably  Wagner's  lymphatic  nephritis.  This  gives  rise  to  no  dia- 
gnostic symptoms,  except  perhaps  the  presence  of  multinuclear  leucocytes 
in  the  urine  not  due  to  any  other  complication  in  the  urinary  tracts, 
such  as  cystitis. 

4.  During  convalescence  albuminuria  may  be  observed  with  other 
symptoms  of  nephritis,  and  be  followed  by  a?dema.  It  is  allied  to  the  post- 
febrile nephritis  seen  in  other  infectious  fevers  (Osier). 

Of  other  complications  we  may  notice  : — 

Pyelitis,  cystitis,  when  there  has  been  retention  of  urine,  hcemorrhage 
from  the  bladder,  urethritis. 

Orchitis,  followed  by  epididymitis,  occurs  during  convalescence.  The 
patient  becomes  again  feverish,  the  testicle  is  very  painful  and  swells 
rapidly.    Eesolution  sets  in  quickly,  or  suppuration  ensues. 

Ovaritis  and  saljnngitis  have  also  been  occasionally  noticed.  Changes 
in  the  menstrual  peiiod  occur  sometimes  during  convalescence. 

Symptoms  relating  to  the  Nervous  System. — The  nervous  system  is  often 
profoundly  implicated  in  enteric  fever  throughout  the  fever  period  and 
even  after ;  so  much  so  that  in  Germany  the  popular  designation  of 
typhoid  is  nervous  fever  {Nervenfieber).  The  nervous  symptoms  vary 
considerably  in  individual  cases. 

At  the  onset,  and  sometimes  even  during  the  incubation  period,  head- 
ache and  insomnia  are  the  piincipal  features ;  these  usually  subside  after 
the  first  week.  In  milder  cases  there  may  be  no  other  symptoms  within 
the  nervous  sphere ;  in  the  more  severe  cases  there  are  symptoms  of 
irritation,  and  in  the  most  severe  cases  of  paralysis  of  the  higher  centres. 
Some  of  these  have  already  been  alluded  to  in  the  general  description 
of  the  disease. 

Delirium  is  common  in  the  ordinary,  and  especially  in  the  severer 
cases.  In  the  milder  cases  it  may  only  occur  at  night,  when  the  patient 
awakes  from  a  slight  slumber  ;  in  the  more  severe  cases  it  is  persistent, 
but  varies  in  its  manifestations.  We  have  the  quiet  delirium,  when  the 
patient  is  easily  roused,  answers  questions  fairly  rationally,  but  soon 
lapses  into  delirium  again  :  violent  delirium,  when  the  patient  gets  very 
excited,  talks  or  sings,  or  may  even  become  violent ;  this  may  lead  gradu- 
ally to  acute  maniacal  delirium,  which  sometimes  occurs  in  paroxysms, 
during  which  the  patient  must  be  carefully  watched,  as  he  may  attempt 
to  escape  or  do  himself  some  bodily  injury.  It  must  be  remembered 
that  even  without  showing  marked  signs  of  delirium  patients  in  enteric 
fever  may  manifest  suicidal  tendencies.  Low  muttering  delirium  is  seen 
in  the  more  severe  cases  :  the  patient  is  restless,  mutters  constantly,  and 
trembles  and  twitches  ;  equally  serious  is  the  delirium  in  which  the  patient 
is  quiet,  lies  with  his  eyes  open,  but  is  quite  unconscious.    The  more 
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severe  forms  often  lead  to  coma.  In  tipplers  the  delirium  often  takes 
the  form  of  delirium  tremens — the  patient  converses  with  imaginary- 
people,  fancies  himself  at  his  usual  avocations,  gives  orders,  or  serves 
customers,  etc. 

In  some  cases,  especially  in  women,  the  delirium  has  more  the 
character  of  lipemania ;  the  patient  imagines  himself  the  subject  of  some 
persecution,  he  refuses  to  speak,  keeps  himself  wrapped  up  in  his  blankets, 
appears  terrified  when  any  one  approaches  him,  and  is  often  absorbed 
in  one  fixed  idea  (4).  The  fixed  idea  from  which  the  fever  patient  suffers 
sometimes  persists  for  a  while  during  convalescence.  In  one  case  a  patient 
fancied  he  had  received  a  commission  in  Her  Majesty's  service,  and  after 
he  recovered  from  the  fever  he  searched  over  all  the  newspapers  to  see  if 
he  had  not  been  gazetted. 

In  most  cases  the  delirium  occurs  during  or  after  the  second  week, 
but  occasionally  it  is  an  early  symptom,  and  when  preceded  by  headache, 
and  accompanied,  as  it  sometimes  is,  by  retraction  of  the  head  and  neck, 
convulsions,  taches  cerebrales,  etc., — and  these  occur  more  particularly  in 
children, — the  diagnosis  from  meningitis  is  often  difficult ;  in  some  cases, 
indeed,  the  post-mortem  examination  has  shown  the  existence  of  menin- 
gitis besides  the  lesions  of  enteric  fever.  The  meningitis  may  be  the 
result  of  a  mixed  infection  ;  the  typhoid  bacillus,  however,  has  been  found 
in  the  meningeal  exudation  (Ferult). 

Convulsions  are  noticed  sometimes  in  children,  both  at  the  onset  and 
during  the  course  of  the  disease ;  in  adults  they  occur  sometimes  in  the 
meningeal  form,  or  from  urijemia  in  the  so-called  nephro-typhoid  ;  or  they 
may  precede  death  when  myocarditis  complicates  enteric  fever.  Severe 
nervous  symptoms  are  seen,  especially  in  those  patients  who  have 
a  marked  neurotic  disposition,  either  acquired  or  inherited ;  though  the 
toxic  eff"ects  of  the  fever  poison  cannot  be  excluded. 

The  deep  reflexes  (knee-jerks)  have  been  found  increased,  but  this, 
from  numerous  observations  I  have  made,  is  not  invariably  the  case.  I 
have  found  the  knee-jerks  absent  in  a  few  cases,  though  there  were  no 
indications  of  peripheral  neuritis  ;  in  this  latter  case  the  knee-jerks  are 
absent. 

The  muscles  often  show  increased  irritability,  and  when  marked 
emaciation  is  present  they  exhibit  idiopathic  contractions  on  being  tapped. 
Muscular  tremors  aff'ecting  the  limbs  (the  upper  extremity  more  than  the 
lower  extremity),  the  tongue,  and  sometimes  the  muscles  of  the  face,  often 
accompany  other  severe  nervous  symptoms  ;  and  subsultus  tendinum  in 
enteric  as  well  as  in  other  aff"ections  is  a  grave  though  not  a  fatal  omen. 

Retraction  of  the  head  and  rigidity  of  the  muscles  of  the  neck,  back, 
or  extremities  may  occur  in  severe  cases,  and,  if  associated  with  comatose 
symptoms,  may  suggest  epidemic  cerebro-spinal  meningitis. 

There  is  scarcely  any  other  febrile  affection,  except  perhaps  epidemic 
influenza,  which  is  followed  by  so  many  nervous  sequelae  as  enteric  fever. 
Some  of  these  are  observed  during  the  decline  of  the  fever  and  during 
convalescence,  others  occur  some  time  after.    Of  these  we  may  mention — 
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Mental  Diseases. — Loss  of  memory  and  feebleness  of  intelligence,  lead- 
ing to  dementia,  melancholia,  monomania,  and  other  forms  of  insanity, 
may  appear.  Some  of  these  symptoms,  probably  due  to  malnutrition,  are 
of  short  duration  ;  others,  probably  due  to  the  toxic  effect  on  the  nerve 
elements,  are  of  longer  duration ;  in  some  cases  recovery  takes  place 
after  many  months,  whilst  others  remain  incurable. 

Aphasia  has  often  been  observed  in  children,  and  is  generally  a  tem- 
porary affection. 

Neurasthenia  in  its  various  forms  may  supervene — cerebro-spinal, 
spinal,  sympathetic,  and  visceral.  Under  the  name  of  "  typhoid  spine," 
cases  of  spinal  neurasthenia,  characterised  by  severe  pain  in  the  back  and 
sometimes  in  the  legs,  have  been  described  (67). 

Local  pain,  allied  to  local  neurasthenia  (topalgia  of  Blocqui),  is  occa- 
sionally noticed.  The  affection  described  as  tender  toes  (acroparaesthesia 
of  Schulze),  that  is,  an  excessive  tenderness  on  the  slightest  pressure  of 
the  toes,  sole  of  the  foot,  and  sometimes  dorsal  surface  of  the  foot,  also 
belong  to  this  group  ;  the  opposite  of  this,  more  or  less  persistent  an- 
aesthesia of  a  circumscribed  area,  not  due  to  peripheral  neuritis,  is 
occasionally  seen.  Local  vaso-motor  neurosis,  consisting  of  redness 
with  slight  swelling  of  parts  of  the  extremities,  has  been  described. 

Hysterical  manifestations  during  convalescence  are  not  frequent,  yet 
are  occasionally  seen  both  in  men  and  women. 

Hemiplegia,  due  to  haemorrhage,  thrombosis,  or  merely  temporary  and 
due  to  anaemia  or  spasm  of  the  arteries,  is  very  rare  in  enteric. 

Disseminated  sclerosis  is  found  more  often  after  enteric  fever  than 
after  any  other  infectious  disease. 

Acute  disseminated  myelitis  is  mentioned  by  Leyden  and  others  as 
following  enteric  fever  (21). 

Poliomyelitis. — Paralysis  of  one  limb  or  portion  of  a  limb,  followed  l>y 
atrophy,  with  partial  recovery,  has  occasionally  been  noticed.  Some  of 
these  cases  are  more  likely  to  be  forms  of  peripheral  neuritis  (80) ;  some 
are  due  to  an  acute  inflammation  of  the  anterior  cornua,  as  proved  by 
the  post-mortem  examination  (80). 

A  peculiar  complication  occurring  in  enteric  fever  has  been  described 
by  Eisenlohr  (24).  In  three  cases  he  observed  symptoms  of  bulbar  paralysis, 
affecting  the  lips  and  tongue,  interfering  with  articulation,  and  accompanied 
by  weakness  in  the  muscles  of  the  trunk.  One  of  the  three  cases  ended 
fatally,  and  numerous  typhoid  bacilli  were  found  in  the  brain,  medulla, 
cord,  and  chiasma  of  optic  nerves. 

Peripheral  Neuritis. — Occasionally  extensive  multiple  neuritis,  affecting 
both  upper  and  lower  extremities,  with  sensory  disturbances  and  atrophy, 
is  seen.  One  such  case  I  saw  in  a  young  girl  (75fl),  and  the  other  in  a  child 
three  years  old,  in  whom  contraction  of  both  hands  and  feet  set  in  after 
the  paralysis  had  been  established,  but  it  yielded  completely  to  treatment. 
More  often  the  peripheral  neuritis  is  located  in  a  plexus  of  nerves,  or  in 
the  root  or  trunk  of  one  nerve  only.  The  affection  usually  sets  in  with 
excessive  pain,  followed  by  numbness  and  paresis,  going  on  sometimes  to 
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complete  paralysis  of  the  muscles  supplied  by  the  aifected  nerve  or  nerves, 
and  often  followed  by  marked  atrophy.  I  have  seen  one  case  in  which 
the  root  (both  sensory  and  motor)  of  the  fifth  Avas  evidently  affected ; 
partial  recovery  took  place.  Prof.  Osier  has  recently  published  some 
careful  observations  on  such  cases  (67a). 

Paralysis  of  cranial  nerves  is  very  rare  in  enteric  fever.  Occasionally 
paralysis  of  one  or  other  of  the  ocular  muscles  has  been  noticed. 

Of  the  special  sense  organs  hearing  is  commonly  affected  in  enteric 
fever.  In  many  cases  the  deafness  is  due  to  otitis  media,  which  in  the 
course  of  time  may  be  followed  by  the  well-known  cerebral  complications 
— meningitis,  thrombosis  of  cerebral  sinus,  abscess  of  the  brain.  Some- 
times the  deafness  is  clue  to  an  affection  of  the  auditory  nerve,  and  is 
more  j^ermanent. 

Optic  neuritis  is  a  rare  complication.  I  have  seen  one  case  in  which 
amblyopia  and  colour  blindness  occurred  in  one  eye  after  the  fever,  and 
the  optic  disk  was  blurred ;  this  probably  was  a  case  of  retrobulbar 
neuritis.  Ulceration  of  the  cornea  and  suppuration  of  the  orbit  have  been 
described  (Panas). 

Bone  and  Joint  Affections. — It  has  been  pointed  out  by  Chantemesse, 
that  in  inoculation  experiments  the  typhoid  bacillus  can  be  traced  to  the 
medulla  of  bone,  and  it  is  therefore  not  astonishing  to  find  that  affections 
of  the  bones  are  no  uncommon  sequelae  of  enteric  fever.  The  most  common 
event  is  the  formation  of  an  abscess  periosteal  or  myelogenic.  The  tibia 
and  femur  are  the  usual  seats  of  these  abscesses,  though  they  may 
occur  in  other  bones,  such  as  the  sternum,  ribs,  etc.  In  the  pus  of  them 
streptococci  or  staphylococci  have  been  found  ;  in  some,  however,  only 
the  typhoid  bacillus.  These  abscesses,  ushered  in  by  severe  and  per- 
sistent pains,  redness,  and  swelling  of  the  affected  part,  often  occur 
many  months  after  the  fever ;  and,  in  a  case  recently  recorded  by 
Buschke,  forty-six  years  had  elapsed  since  the  occurrence  of  enteric 
fever,  yet  the  typhoid  bacillus  found  in  the  pus  was  capable  of  further 
growth  and  cultivation.  In  other  cases  the  bone,  instead  of  undergoing 
suppuration,  becomes  hypertrophic  and  deformed — hypertrophic  osteitis. 

In  children  and  young  persons,  after  convalescence  one  occasionally 
notices  an  exaggerated  growth  of  the  bones.  Sometimes  a  circumscribed 
periostitis  is  recorded,  which  comes  on  without  any  great  pain,  and  may 
undergo  complete  absorption  (Hutinel). 

The  joint  affections  associated  with  or  following  enteric  fever  vary  in 
their  nature. 

1.  Pain  and  swelling  of  one  or  more  joints  (the  smaller  joints,  the 
ankle,  wrist,  and  knee)  is  not  a  rare  symptom  in  enteric  fever,  and  may 
come  on  early  in  the  disease.  The  symptoms  generally  subside  during 
convalescence.  As  this  is  seen  in  pure  and  uncomplicated  cases  it  is 
probably  more  or  less  directly  connected  with  the  typhoid  poison  itself  (31). 

2.  The  osteitis  before  described,  when  situated  near  the  joint,  may 
extend  to  the  joint  itself,  and  osteo-arthritis,  with  marked  pain  and  swell- 
ing of  the  joint,  and  occasionally  even  suppuration,  may  occur. 
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3.  Septic  arthritis,  usually  with  other  pysemic  symptoms,  is  seen  in 
the  mixed  infection. 

4.  Occasionally  rheumatic  arthritis,  affecting  several  joints,  may  com- 
plicate and  follow  enteric  fever,  and  set  up  endocarditis  (94). 

Of  other  complications  we  have  only  yet  to  mention — 
Suppuration  of  the  Thyroid  Gland. — Golgi  found  the  typhoid  bacillus  in 
the  pus  (17«). 

The  Nutrition  of  the  Body  in  Enteric  Fever. — Emaciation  is  most  pro- 
nounced, especially  during  the  latter  part  of  the  attack.  According  to 
Eobin  (75),  a  person  suffering  from  enteric  fever  eliminates  more  solids 
(52  grammes)  than  a  healthy,  well -nourished  person  (50  grammes). 
This,  apart  from  many  other  factors,  would  explain  the  emaciation.  The 
daily  loss  of  weight  is  about  238  grammes.  Klemperer's  observations 
further  show  that  during  the  fever  the  food  albumin  is  not  completely 
used  up  by  the  patient,  who  therefore  gives  up  part  of  his  body  albumin. 
Ziemec  (102)  found  an  average  daily  loss  of  body  weight  of  0'9  per  cent 
during  the  fever,  a  figure  much  lower  than  Robin's. 

[The  subject  of  tissue  metabolism  in  fever  is  set  forth  in  the  art. 
"Doctrine  of  Fever."] 

Eelapse. — I  have  already  spoken  of  a  recrudescence  of  the  pyrexia 
during  convalescence  from  various  causes.  From  this  the  true  relapse 
must  be  distinguished,  which  is  indeed  a  fresh  attack  of  enteric  fever, 
and  in  it  appear  many  of  the  noteworthy  symptoms,  such  as  tympanites, 
diarrhoea  often  with  slight  haemorrhages,  a  second  series  of  roseolar  spots, 
a  further  enlargement  of  the  spleen,  and  pyrexia  with  marked  evening 
exacerbations.  These  symptoms,  of  course,  are  not  all  constantly  pre- 
sent. In  the  presence  of  the  eruption  and  the  renewed  pyrexia,  and  in  the 
absence  of  any  local  inflammation,  the  diagnosis  of  a  true  relapse  must  be 
based. 

Authors  differ  somewhat  as  to  the  frequency  of  relapse.  Murchison's 
estimate  is  3  per  cent,  Griesinger  6  per  cent,  whilst  Shattuck  gives  over 
16  per  cent.  Men  appear  more  liable  to  it  than  women.  The  duration 
of  the  relapse  varies  from  nine  to  twenty-one  days ;  thus  it  is  shorter, 
and  as  a  rule  the  symptoms  are  less  severe  than  in  the  primary  attack.  In 
Shattuck's  twenty-one  cases  of  relapse  there  Avas  only  one  death. 

The  relapse  may  occur  early  or  late  during  convalescence ;  in  several 
cases  I  have  seen  it  occur  only  a  few  days  after  defervescence ;  in  most 
cases  it  occurs  within  the  first  fortnight  of  convalescence,  whilst 
occasionally  even  a  month  or  more  may  elapse  before  its  occurrence. 

The  first  relapse  may  be  followed  by  a  second,  and  sometimes  even 
by  a  third  and  fourth  relapse,  but  as  a  rule  the  subsequent  attacks  are 
shorter  in  duration  and  milder  in  their  symptoms.  The  cause  of  the 
relapse  is  most  likely  a  reabsorption  of  the  poison,  and  probably  glands 
which  escaped  the  typhoid  bacillus  during  the  primary  attack  of  fever 
become  affected ;  or  it  may  be  that  some  of  the  poison  is  retained  in  the 
spleen  or  some  other  organ,  and  is  subsequently  liberated  and  thrown 
into  the  circulation. 
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Mixed  Infection. — When  describing  the  symptoms  and  complications 
of  enteric  fever  I  have  repeatedly  drawn  attention  to  the  presence  of 
other  micro-organisms  found  in  the  diseased  tissue,  which  must  be  looked 
upon  as  the  cause  of  these  complications  ;  and  we  know  now  that  in 
many  of  these  complications,  not  only  in  enteric  fever,  but  in  other  infec- 
tious diseases,  both  acute  and  chronic  (pneumonia,  diphtheria,  scarlatina, 
tuberculosis,  etc.),   mixed  infection  plays  an   important  part.     It  is 
well  to  distinguish  between  double  infection  and  secondary  infection.  In 
the  first  case  the  symptoms  of  the  two  different  diseases  are  present  and 
can  be  readily  distinguished,  their  association  often  being  only  a  coin- 
cidence, as,  for  example,  enteric  fever  and  tuberculosis,  or  enteric  fever  and 
typical  diphtheria  due  to  Loeffler's  bacillus.    The  chief  double  infections 
which  have  been  noticed  in  enteric  fever  are  with  tuberculosis — coming 
on  chiefly  after  convalescence — scarlet  fever,  diphtheria,  cholera,  anthrax, 
erysipelas,  and  malaria.     In  the  second  case,  the  secondary  infection, 
the  presence  of  one  organism  favours  the  development  of  the  other. 
Thus  it  is  now  well  established  that  the  tubercle  bacillus  favours 
the  growth  and  development  of  the  streptococcus ;  many  of  the  lesions 
and  symptoms  of  phthisis  are  due  to  the   latter   and   not  to  the 
former  micro-organism.    The  same  holds  good  for  enteric  fever,  as  the 
typhoid  bacillus  favours  the  growth  of  other  micro-organisms,  such  as  the 
streptococcus,  the  staphylococcus  pyogenes,  the  bacterium  coli,  and  the 
pneumococcus.    There  are  various  circumstances  which  may  explain  the 
development  of  these  secondary  micro-organisms,  most  of  which  may 
occur  in  the  human  body  or  its  surroundings ;  as,  for  example,  the  weak- 
ened state  of  the  system,  the  ulcerated  condition  of  the  intestines  and 
other  organs  giving  free  access  to  the  micro-organisms  to  the  system, 
the  presence  of  toxins  in  the  blood,  etc.    The  most  common  secondary 
infection  is  of  septic  nature,  and  due  to  the  various  pathogenetic  cocci. 
It  is  not  always  easy  to  distinguish  the  septic  complications  from  the 
changes  due  to  the  typhoid  bacillus  itself,  especially  as  it  has  been  shown 
that  the  typhoid  bacillus  has  pyogenetic  properties,  and  may  induce 
suppuration  (71,  36,  7).    Bacterioscopic  examination  of  the  blood  will 
enable  us  sometimes  to  detect  the  pathogenetic  cocci  in  the  blood  of  the 
typhoid  patient  (83).   Want  of  attention  to  the  proper  hygienic  measui'es 
may  easily  lead  to  secondary  infection.    An  instance  in  point  is  an  obser- 
vation by  Korczynski  and  Gluzinski  (48),  in  a  ward  previously  occupied 
by  many  surgical  cases  wherein  a  number  of  patients  aff'ected  with 
enteric  fever  were  afterwards  placed.    Great  mortality  from  septicaemia, 
pyaemia,  phlegmonous  inflammations,  etc.,  ensued,  and  dust  from  the  ward 
showed  the  presence  of  staphylococcus  aureus,  and  the  streptococcus 
pyogenes  citreus  and  albus.    After  thorough  disinfection  of  the  ward 
these  septic  complications  disappeared  to  a  great  extent.    Cases  of  measles 
and  of  other  acute  infectious  fevers  in  these  wards  showed  no  such  com- 
plications. 

Varieties  of  Enteric  Fever. — The  diversity  in  the  symptoms  and  course 
of  enteric  fever  has  led  authors  to  distinguish  certain  varieties  of  enteric 
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fever.  The  usual  classification,  one  which  recommends  itself  from  a 
clinical  and  practical  point  of  view,  is  the  following : — 

1.  The  Abortive  Form. — The  disease  begins,  like  an  ordinary  attack 
of  enteric  fever,  with  high  temperature,  repeated  shivers,  enlargement 
of  the  spleen,  diarrhoea  and  roseola,  or  some  of  these.  Early  in  the  second 
week  the  fever  falls,  and  by  the  end  of  the  week  there  may  be  complete 
defervescence.    Relapses  have  been  noticed. 

2.  The  Mild  Form. — The  symptoms  are  slight  throughout  the  course 
of  the  disease,  which  lasts  from  sixteen  to  twenty-one  days :  the  tempera- 
ture does  not  reach  103°;  diarrhoea,  if  present,  is  mild;  the  prostration 
not  great.  There  is  no  great  emaciation,  and  convalescence  is  usually 
rapid. 

3.  Ambulatory  Typhoid  (walking  typhoid,  or  latent  typhoid). — The 
symptoms  are  here  so  slight  that  the  patient  follows  his  work,  though 
more  or  less  troubled  with  loss  of  appetite,  diarrhoea  and  headache. 
Patients  suifering  from  this  form  have  often  been  known  to  walk  to 
the  out-patients'  room,  where,  by  the  condition  of  the  tongue,  the  tremor, 
and  the  temperature,  the  true  nature  of  the  case  is  recognised.  In 
other  cases  violent  delirium  or  profuse  intestinal  hasmorrhage  is  the 
first  symptom  which  brings  the  patient  to  the  doctor ;  and  if  death 
occur  soon  after,  as  it  often  does,  extensive  intestinal  ulcerations  are 
found;  or  sudden  death  may  occur  from  perfpration  (92).  I  remember 
one  case  of  a  workman  who,  whilst  repairing  the  roof  of  a  house,  fell  off" 
and  was  killed  by  the  fall ;  at  the  post-mortem  examination,  besides 
fracture  of  the  skull,  there  were  found  typical  typhoid  ulcers  in  the  ileum. 
At  the  inquest  the  wife  of  the  deceased  stated  that  her  husband  had 
complained  of  headache,  lassitude  and  giddiness  for  some  days. 

4.  The  apyrexial  form,  which  runs  its  course  without  any  perceptible 
pyrexia. 

5.  The  grave  form  of  enteric  fever,  characterised  by  high  fever  and 
grave  nervous  symptoms.  According  to  the  more  prominent  symptoms 
we  distinguish  under  this  head — («)  The  Bilious  Form  (fievre  bilieuse). 
Frequent  and  persistent  vomiting  of  bilious  matter,  with  severe  and  per- 
sistent headache ;  pulse  quick  and  small ;  the  case  often  ends  fatally 
about  the  end  of  the  second  week  from  asthenia  ;  delirium  generally  absent. 
(5)  The  Ataxic  Form. — Delirium  with  hallucinations  prominent,  typhoid 
symptoms  severe,  and  sometimes  convulsions  occur,  (c)  The  Adynamic 
Form. — From  the  outset  there  are  great  prostration,  very  weak  heart's 
action,  abundant  diarrhoea,  low  delirium,  profound  stupor  :  if  these  symp- 
toms are  associated  with  subcutaneous  and  internal  haemorrhages  the  case 
is  spoken  of  as  the  hajmorrhagic  form. 

Most  of  these  severe  forms  are  due  to  a  secondary  infection  of  septic 
nature.  Pharyngo-typhoid,  laryngo-typhoid,  pneumo-typhoid,  nephro- 
typhoid,  cardio-typhoid,  are  often  instances  of  mixed  infection,  as  already 
mentioned. 

6.  Spleno-typhoid  occupies  a  somewhat  diff"erent  position.  It  is 
characterised  clinically  by  a  type  of  fever  which  in  the  excessive  enlai'ge- 
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ment  of  the  spleen,  and  in  the  absence  of  intestinal  symptoms,  rather 
resembles  that  of  relapsing  fever  (though  spirilla  are  not  found  in  the 
blood).  The  lesions  in  Peyer's  patches  are  not  well  developed,  only 
congestion  and  swelling  being  noticed  (23).  Moore  (65)  observed  a  case 
in  which  Peyer's  patches  were  not  even  hypersemic. 

7.  Enteric  fever  in  children  is  not  rare.  Some  of  the  peculiarities 
observed  in  infantile  enteric  fever  we  have  already  noticed.  In  some  cases 
the  infection  runs  the  same  course  as  in  the  adult,  in  others  the  fever  has 
a  remittent  type  (infantile  remittent  fever),  the  evening  temperature 
being  2°  to  3°  higher  than  the  morning  temperature.  Abortive  enteric 
fever  is  also  noticed,  likewise  the  bilious  form.  A  respiratory  or  thoracic 
type  has  been  described  by  some,  the  more  prominent  symptoms  being- 
quickened  respiration,  marked  dyspnoea  and  cyanosis,  and  the  presence  of 
fine  rales  over  one  or  both  lungs.  A  meningeal  type  may  be  distinguished 
Avhich  sets  in  with  headache,  vomiting,  and  convulsions,  and  is  followed 
by  delirium,  great  prostration,  and  torpor.  Diarrhoea  and  involuntary 
discharge  of  faeces  is  not  infrequent,  and  the  diagnosis  from  meningitis 
is  often  difficult.  In  these  cases  strabismus,  inequality  of  pupils,  injection 
of  the  conjunctivaj,  and  even  the  hydrocephalic  cry  (8),  may  occur. 
Finally,  a  spinal  type,  with  hypersesthesia  of  the  skin,  contraction  of 
muscles  and  opisthotonus  (26),  is  also  described. 

8.  Enteric  Fever  in  the  Aged. — Enteric  fever  is  not  common  in  per- 
sons after  forty  ;  but  in  epidemics  old  people  are  not  infrequently  affected. 
I  have  seen  a  typical  case  of  typhoid  in  a  man  seventy -five  years  old.^ 
The  affection  usually  commences  insidiously  with  headache,  loss  of  appetite, 
epistaxis;  the  fever  is  not  very  high,  and  rarely  reaches  103°;  diarrhoea 
is  present,  but  not  usually  profuse.  Death  sometimes  takes  place  before 
the  end  of  the  third  week  from  pulmonary  oedema  or  failure  of  the  heart. 
The  mortality  is  high. 

9.  Malario-typhoid. — See  articles  on  "Malaria"  and  on  "Climate  and 
Fevers  of  India." 

10.  An  epidemic  atypical  form  of  enteric  fever,  occurring  only  in 
those  who  shortly  before  had  suffered  from  malaria,  is  described  by 
Karlinski  (45).  It  was  observed  in  Bosnia,  and  called  there  dog-typhoid 
{Hunde-tijplms).  (The  typhoid  bacillus  was  found  in  the  fteces  in  these 
cases.) 

Diagnosis. — The  diagnosis  of  enteric  fever  is  often  made  without 
difficulty ;  sometimes  the  diagnosis  can  only  be  made  after  watching  the 
symptoms  for  some  days,  whilst  in  not  a  few  cases  it  is  impossible  to 
arrive  at  a  definite  diagnosis.  It  is  during  the  first  week  of  the  fever 
that  the  difficulty  of  diagnosing  the  disease  is  so  great,  and  here  Wunder- 
lich's  propositions  as  to  the  temperature  will  be  found  a  very  useful 
guide ;  also  such  symptoms  as  severe  headache,  sleeplessness,  epistaxis. 

^  A  ■vvell-niarked  and  severe  case  occurred  niauy  years  ago  under  my  care  in  a  ■(agorous 
old  gentleman  of  eighty-two.  By  the  labours  of  six  nurses,  working  in  pairs  for  eight  hour 
watches,  he  was  brought  to  recovery,  but  only  to  die  during  convalescence  of  a  diaphragmatic 
hernia. — Ed. 
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Ehrlich's  diazo  reaction,  though  present  in  most  cases,  is  also  noticed  in 
other  febrile  affections,  and  being  often  absent  duiing  the  first  week, 
is  of  no  great  help  in  doubtful  cases.  Nor  as  yet  can  the  detec- 
tion of  the  typhoid  bacilli  in  the  stools  be  made  of  use  for  clinical 
purposes,  as  their  isolation  and  distinction  from  the  bacterium  coli  take 
much  time,  and  are  processes  too  elaborate  to  be  clinically  useful :  more- 
over, the  bacilli  have  not  been  found  in  the  stool  before  the  eighth  or  ninth 
day  of  the  fever.  The  same  applies  to  the  detection  of  the  bacilli  in  the 
urine,  though,  according  to  some  observers,  they  may  be  found  earlier,  which 
seems  to  me  very  doubtful ;  and  in  the  blood,  where  they  have  only  been 
found  very  rarely  :  we  cannot  countenance  puncture  of  the  spleen  for  the 
detection  of  the  typhoid  bacilli.  In  distinguishing  enteric  fever  from 
other  aff'ections  we  must  note  the  temperature  curves,  the  intestinal 
symptoms,  the  characteristic  rash,  the  enlarged  spleen,  and  other  less 
prominent  symptoms.  Thus  in  typhus  fever  we  have  the  typhoid  state, 
and  we  may  have  diarrhoea,  but  the  fever  is  less  gradual  in  onset ; 
it  remains  high  during  the  whole  time  of  the  fever,  and  on  the  four- 
teenth day  there  is  usually  a  crisis  and  a  rapid  fall  to  the  normal.^ 
The  rash  in  typhus  appears  earlier,  generally  about  the  fourth  day, 
does  not  occur  in  successive  crops,  and  persists  to  the  end  of  the  fever  ; 
the  rash  consists  of  spots  of  irregular  form,  red  or  dirty  pink,  which 
become  reddish  brown  and  then  do  not  disappear  on  pressure,  they 
often  become  hsemorrhagic,  and  they  are  more  numerous  and  more 
widely  distributed ;  besides  the  spots  there  is  marked  mottling  of  the 
skin  of  the  abdomen.  Violent  delirium  is  much  rarer  in  typhus  than  in 
enteric  fever. 

In  tubercular  meningitis  the  temperature  is  rarely  so  high  as  in  enteric 
fever  Avith  marked  cerebral  symptoms ;  the  pulse  if  soft  is  no  longer 
dicrotic,  and  may  even  be  hai'd ;  persistent  vomiting  during  the  first 
few  days  occurs  more  frequently,  and  the  abdomen  is  generally  retracted. 
Optic  neuritis,  whilst  exti'emely  rai'e  in  enteric  fever,  is  not  uncommon  in 
meningitis ;  the  same  may  be  said  of  the  inequality  of  pupils,  and  of 
squint.  Tubercle  of  the  choroid  would  be,  of  course,  a  pathognomonic 
sign,  but  it  is  not  often  present  in  the  latter  disease. 

In  acute  general  miliary  tuberculosis  we  may  have  the  history  of  previous 
cough  or  pleurisy ;  the  temperature  is  not  so  high,  the  pulse  is  not 
dicrotic,  the  abdomen  is  retracted,  roseola  is  rare,  the  examination  of  the 
stools  may  sometimes  show  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli,  and  emaciation 
is  noticed  early  in  the  disease ;  yet  in  some  cases  the  diagnosis  is  im- 
possible. A  roseolar  rash  may  occur,  though  veiy  rarely,  in  miliary 
tuberculosis ;  I  have  seen  it  in  three  cases — two  at  the  Fever  Hospital, 
and  one  under  the  care  of  my  colleague,  Dr.  Steell,  at  the  Manchester 
Infirmary.  Diarrhoea  and  even  intestinal  hsemorrhage  may  be  noticed, 
Avith  tympanites  and  gurgling  in  the  right  iliac  fossa,  while  the  tempei'a- 

It  is  generally  stated  that  in  typhus  the  fever  terminates  abruptly  in  a  crisis.  Accord- 
ing to  Dr.  Steell's  observations  (83a)  this  is  not  correct  ;  the  defervescence  is  gradual,  lasting 
two  days,  and  the  fall  of  the  pulse  during  the  period  of  defervescence  is  also  gradual. 


836 


SYSTEM  OF  MEDICINE 


ture  curve  may  be  very  much  like  that  of  enteric  fever  (79).  The  much 
quicker  jralse  and  the  absence  of  dicrotism  appear  to  me  to  be  very 
significant  distinguishing  features  in  acute  miliary  tuberculosis,  and  also 
the  aspect  which  is  usually  alert  and  even  excited  ;  not  oppressed,  not 
apathetic,  save  towards  the  end ;  rarely  even  indifferent. 

Tubercular  peritonitis  may  simulate  enteric  fever.  I  recall  two  cases 
admitted  into  the  Monsall  Hospital  as  enteric  fever,  in  which  for  several 
weeks  the  symptoms  much  resembled  it.  In  one  of  the  two  cases  large 
tumour  masses  in  the  abdomen  could  be  detected  about  the  fourth  week 
of  illness,  and  in  the  other  case,  after  some  weeks  of  pyrexia,  fluid  was 
discovered  in  the  abdomen;  in  both  cases  the  pulse  was  over  130  for 
many  days. 

The  gastro-intestinal  form  of  epideviic  influensa  may  closely  simulate 
enteric  fever.  We  may  have  a  roseolar  rash  (though  this  is  very  rare, 
and  when  it  does  occur  is  more  widely  distributed,  and  does  not  appear 
in  successive  crops),  tympanites,  gurgling  (which,  however,  is  not  confined 
to  the  right  iliac  fossa),  a  markedly  enlarged  spleen,  and  profuse  diarrhoea. 
The  sudden  onset  of  the  fever,  which  often  in  less  than  twenty -four 
hours  reaches  103°  and  104°,  and  the  subsidence  of  the  fever  symptoms 
before  the  end  of  the  second  week,  will  help  us  to  distinguish  influenza  from 
enteric  fever,  so  will  also  the  condition  of  the  tongue  and  pulse.  In  some 
cases  of  influenza  the  pyrexia  persists  for  several  weeks,  but  diarrhoea  and 
the  other  symptoms  have  then  subsided  (57).  If  there  be  cough  with  expec- 
toration, the  examination  of  the  sputum  for  influenza  bacilli,  which  can 
be  easily  recognised  without  any  cultivation,  will  assist  us  materially  to 
a  correct  diagnosis.  I  must,  however,  here  observe  that  enteric  fever  and 
influenza  may  occur  together.  I  have  seen  two  undoubted  cases  of  enteric 
fever  immediately  following  an  attack  of  epidemic  influenza  :  in  one  the 
diagnosis  was  verified  by  a  post-mortem  examination,  and  in  the  second 
there  was  a  distinct  relapse  after  the  enteric  fever.  Both  cases  occurred 
in  adults ;  several  members  of  the  family  were  affected  with  typical 
influenza  at  the  time,  and  in  both  cases  a  subsidence  of  the  influenza 
symptoms  had  taken  place,  when  the  temperatui'e  again  rose,  and  gradually 
all  the  prominent  symptoms  of  enteric  fever  were  manifested. 

We  have  already  spoken  of  pneimionia  complicating  typhoid,  and  of 
typhoid  pnevmonia.  There  is,  however,  a  form  of  pneumonia — the  cerebral 
pneumonia — where  the  symptoms  for  a  few  days  very  much  resemble 
those  of  enteric  fever.  There  may  be  no  rigor,  no  pleuritic  pain,  the 
onset  of  the  fever  may  not  be  sudden,  and  on  physical  examination  of 
the  chest  no  signs  of  pneumonia  may  be  noticed  for  several  days,  that  is 
to  say,  until  the  pneumonic  process  has  reached  the  periphery  of  the  lung. 

Pycemic  and  septiccemic  affections,  such  as  ulcerative  endocarditis,  osteo- 
myelitis, idiopathic  p'yosepticaimia,  and  puerperal  septiccemia,  may  produce 
a  train  of  symptoms  very  much  like  those  of  enteric  fever,  including  a 
roseolar  rash,  tumefaction  of  the  spleen,  and  diarrhoeal  tympanites.  Thus 
three  members  of  one  family  had  lived  in  a  cellar  dwelling,  which  had 
been  under  water  at  a  time  of  an  extensive  flood,  and  being  attacked  -with 
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febrile  symptoms,  they  were  sent  to  the  Monsall  Fever  Hospital.  Their 
symptoms  closely  resembled  those  of  enteric  fever,  and  one  of  them 
presented  on  the  third  day  of  admission  marked  roseolar  spots,  and  had 
slight  intestinal  haemorrhage  on  the  fifth  day ;  the  temperature  showed 
marked  evening  exacerbations  ]  the  patient  died  from  exhaustion  on  the 
fourteenth  day  after  admission  (about  the  seventeenth  day  of  the  fever), 
and  on  post-mortem  examination  the  intestines  appeared  healthy.  I  could 
quote  several  other  similar  cases.  Puerperal  septiccemia  may  sometimes  be 
indistinguishable  from  enteric  fever.  Thus  in  a  case  reported  by  Leu  (59), 
a  roseolar  rash,  tympanites,  enlarged  spleen,  intestinal  haemorrhage,  and 
a  pyrexial  curve  like  that  of  enteric  fever  were  noted.  In  most  cases  of 
puerperal  septicaemia,' however,  we  notice,  apart  from  any  local  symptoms, 
a  high  temperature  early  in  the  disease.  There  is  from  the  first  and 
often  throughout  the  course  of  the  disease  vomiting  and  profuse  diarrhoea  ; 
the  pulse  from  the  first  is  quick,  and  not  dicrotic  ;  the  spleen  is  found 
slightly  enlarged  from  the  first,  and  shows  no  further  increase  as  the 
disease  progresses ;  epistaxis  and  deafness  are  absent.  The  puerperal 
septicaemia  often  ends  fatally  after  a  few  days — from  four  to  ten  days — or 
if  recovery  take  place,  the  fever  symptoms  subside  at  an  earlier  date  than 
is  the  case  in  enteric  fever.  In  doubtful  cases  bacteriological  examination 
of  the  blood  will  not  help  us  much,  as  there  may  be  a  mixed  infection  of 
enteric  fever  and  septicaemia.  Some  of  the  most  difficult  cases  are  those 
in  which  during  or  after  some  pelvic  inflammation  or  mild  septic  poisoning 
enteric  fever  gradually  supervenes  as  an  independent  event. 

Acute  gastro-intestinal  catarrh  may,  if  the  fever  be  high,  and  remain 
so  for  a  few  days,  as  not  infrequently  happens  in  the  young  and  in 
children,  give  rise  to  symptoms  like  a  mild  or  abortive  attack  of  enteric 
fever.  The  difficulties  of  diagnosis  become  especially  great  at  the  time  of 
an  epidemic  of  enteric  fever,  when  many  mild  and  abortive  cases  are  about. 

The  malarial  affections  which  occur  in  this  country  can  scarcely  be 
mistaken  for  enteric  fever ;  in  the  remittent  type  of  the  severe  malarial 
affections  as  they  occur  in  tropical  climates  the  presence  of  the  plasmodium 
in  the  blood  would  form  a  pathognomonic  sign. 

Other  affections  with  which  enteric  fever  may  occasionally  be  con- 
founded are — acute  rheumatic  arthritis  (especially  during  the  first  week, 
Aviien  severe  pains  in  the  joints  may  be  present),  mania,  perityphlitis, 
hmmorrhagic  colitis,  pelvic  cellulitis,  epidemic  cerebrospinal  meningitis,  extra- 
vasation of  urine,  acute  trichiniasis. 

In  discussing  diagnosis,  we  may  remark  that  sometimes  patients 
present  themselves  for  treatment  with  symptoms  of  sequelae  of  enteric 
fever,  in  whom  the  enteric  fever  had  not  been  diagnosed.  The  case  of 
intestinal  obstruction  already  quoted  is  an  instance  in  point,  and  other 
cases,  especially  some  with  prominent  nervous  symptoms,  could  be  cited. 

Pathological  Anatomy. — We  have  to  distinguish  between  the  lesions 
which  are  characteristic  of  enteric  fever,  those  which  are  common  to 
most  acute  febrile  infections,  and  those  which  are  the  result  of  secondary 
infection  or  complication. 
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The  characteristic  changes  are  seen  in  the  intestines,  mesenteric 
glands  and  spleen. 

Intestines. — The  lower  part  of  the  ileum  is  the  portion  affected,  and 
here  the  parts  close  to  the  ileo-csecal  valve  are  more  markedly  affected 
than  those  higher  up.  In  some  cases  the  large  bowel  may  show  a  few  dis- 
eased patches,  and  occasionally  the  jejunum  and  even  the  duodenum  may 
be  the  seat  of  the  characteristic  lesions.  The  affection  is  to  a  great  extent 
confined  to  the  follicular  apparatus — the  solitary  follicles  and  Peyer's 
patches — and  consists  at  first  in  a  hyperaemia,  followed  by  an  infiltration 
of  the  glands  with  cell  elements ;  the  infiltrated  patches  then  undergo 
necrosis,  the  typhoid  slough  forms  and  becomes  detached,  and  an  ulcer- 
ated surface  is  left  behind  which  undergoes  cicatrisation.  Considering 
these  several  stages  more  in  detail,  Ave  have  first,  and  for  a  few  days 
only,  marked  hypersemia  of  the  affected  part,  the  mucous  surface  appears 
swollen  and  red,  and  is  covered  by  an  abundant  secretion  of  mucus. 
As  cell  infiltration  takes  place  the  hypergemia  disappears,  the  blood- 
vessels becoming  compressed ;  the  mucous  surface  is  now  paler,  and  the 
follicles  and  Peyer's  patches  stand  out  prominently.  This  is  the  stage  of 
infiltration,  which  reaches  its  height  from  the  8th  to  the  1 2th  day.  Micro- 
scopic examination  with  the  usual  staining  agents  (eosin  and  hsema- 
toxylin)  shows  the  follicle  filled  with  cells  of  the  type  of  leucocytes, 
many  having  one  large,  well-stained  nucleus  ;  in  others  the  nucleus  is 
badly  stained  and  pale,  and  this  infiltration  extends  slightly  into  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  follicles  ;  the  walls  of  the  blood-vessels  show  infiltra- 
tion, and  are  compressed ;  the  lymphatic  vessels  are  dilated  and  filled 
with  cells,  and  we  see  in  them  large  ovoid  cells  with  large  nuclei — the 
proliferating  endothelial  cells.  In  a  section  stained  with  aniline  dyes 
for  the  detection  of  micro-organisms,  large  numbers  of  typhoid  bacilli 
are  seen,  most  numerously  in  the  centre  of  the  follicle  where  the  cell 
nuclei  appear  less  stained ;  we  notice  them  also  collected  in  large 
numbers  in  the  lymphatic  vessels  of  the  follicle,  and  can  trace  a  few  into 
the  submucous  tissue.  When  this  stage  has  reached  its  height  (lOth-1 2th 
day)  we  may  have  in  mild  cases  a  gradual  resolution ;  the  cells  which 
infiltrate  the  follicular  apparatus  undergo  necrosis  or  fatty  degeneration, 
and  become  absorbed.  This  process  may  be  unaccomfjanied  by  ulcera- 
tion, or  by  a  few  superficial  erosions  only  with  slight  hajmorrhage.  In 
most  cases,  however,  as  the  swelling  of  the  gland  is  considerable,  the 
necrosis  of  the  cells  (which  is  a  true  coagulation  necrosis)  leads  to  the 
formation  of  smaller  or  larger  sloughs,  which  are  of  yellowish  or  grayish 
colour,  soft,  and  raised  at  the  edges  ;  these  when  microscopically  examined 
are  found  to  consist  of  granule  cells,  detritus,  fibrin,  red  blood  corpuscles 
and  sundry  micro-organisms.  The  slough  gradually  l)ecomes  detached 
and  an  ulcer  is  left  (third  week  of  fever).  The  ulcer  is  either  round 
(solitary  follicle  or  partial  necrosis  of  Peyer's  patch)  or  oval  (Peyer's 
patch),  with  its  long  axis  corresponding  to  the  long  axis  of  the  intestines ; 
the  floor  is  usually  smooth,  and  consists  of  the  exposed  muscular  coat ; 
sometimes  the  floor  is  irregular  and  shreddy,  but  it  is  not  hardened  or 
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much  infiltrated  ;  the  edges  are  not  indurated,  they  are  often  undermined, 
and  float  when  the  ulcer  is  held  under  water.  The  depth  of  the  ulcer 
varies  according  to  the  extent  of  the  necrosis.  The  serous  surface  of 
the  intestine  shows  no  changes. 

Microscopic  examination  of  a  section  of  the  affected  part  shows  that 
the  tissue  of  the  intestinal  wall  adjoining  the  follicles  and  floor  of  the 
ulcer  is  filled  with  mononuclear  cells  and  blood  corpuscles  ;  it  presents 
all  the  appearance  of  embryonic  tissue. 

The  number  of  ulcers  varies  considerably.  I  have  twice  seen  a 
solitary  ulcer,  situated  near  the  caecum ;  in  ordinary  cases  they  are  more 
numerous  near  the  ilio-ceecal  valve,  and  farther  from  this  site  they 
become  smaller,  and  often  more  shallow. 

In  a  few  cases  the  lesions  of  enteric  fever  have  been  found,  with  the 
exception  of  intestinal  ulcers  ;  the  Peyer's  patches  in  these  cases  presented 
swelling  and  congestion  only.  Death  in  the  cases  reported  had  occurred 
at  a  date  (after  the  21st  day)  when  the  ulceration  ought  to  have  been 
well  marked  (69).  We  may  assume  that  in  these  cases  little  phagocytic 
action  is  opposed  to  the  typhoid  bacilli  in  the  walls  of  the  intestines, 
and  that  they  pass  through  to  the  mesentei'ic  glands. 

Cicatrisation  of  the  ulcer  occurs  in  the  last  stage  ;  small  granulations 
form,  which  gradually  become  changed  into  firm  fibrous  tissue.  From 
the  neighbouring  part  of  the  mucous  surface  an  epithelial  covering 
extends,  and  the  glands  may  to  some  extent  become  regenerated.  The 
cicatrix  scarcely  ever  tends  to  narrovdng  of  the  lumen  of  the  gut ;  it  is 
smooth,  depressed,  and  pigmented,  and  may  be  often  recognised  years 
after  the  occurrence  of  the  enteric  fever. 

Mesenteric,  Glands. — Here  we  observe  a  process  very  similar  to  that 
seen  in  the  follicles.  At  first  the  glands  are  slightly  enlarged  by  hyper- 
semia,  especially  in  their  peripheric  part ;  then  they  swell  considerably, 
and  become  paler  and  softer  (cell  infiltration).  The  infiltrated  cells  then 
undergo  fatty  degeneration  and  become  absorbed,  and  the  gland  gradually 
diminishes  and  becomes  firmer.  Occasionally  the  gland  may  undergo 
suppuration,  which  is  probably  due  to  a  septic  infection,  though  the 
typhoid  bacillus  may  cause  suppuration ;  the  pus  may  burst  into  the 
peritoneal  cavity,  causing  peritonitis,  or  it  may  become  inspissated,  and 
eventually  form  a  calcareous  mass.  A  man,  who  two  years  before  had 
passed  through  a  severe  attack  of  enteric  fever,  came  under  my  care  for 
intestinal  obstruction  ;  the  symptoms  pointed  to  an  obstruction  of  the 
small  intestine,  and  an  operation  was  performed  :  the  cause  of  obstruction 
was  then  found  to  be  a  large  mesenteric  gland  which  had  become  adherent 
to  a  part  of  the  small  intestine,  and  had  dragged  in  a  portion  of  the  wall 
of  it,  causing  marked  diminution  of  the  lumen. 

The  spleen  shows  similar  changes.  It  gradually  increases  in  volume, 
and  by  the  end  of  the  third  week  may  be  three  to  four  times  its  normal 
size  and  weight ;  the  swelling  is  less  marked  in  old  people.  During  the 
first  week  there  is  hypersemia.  The  capsule  becomes  stretched,  and  on 
section  the  spleen  has  a  cherry-red  colour,  and  the  stroma  is  indistinct ; 
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gradually  the  piilp  becomes  softer,  it  bulges  forward,  and  the  Malpighian 
bodies  appear  distinct  and  larger  (third  week) ;  with  the  fourth  week,  or 
sometimes  later,  diminution  begins,  the  pulp  appears  pale  or  brownish, 
the  consistence  of  the  spleen  becomes  increased,  and  later  still  the  stroma 
becomes  more  fibrous.  Histologically  we  find  at  the  height  of  the  disease 
an  infiltration  of  leucocytes,  some  of  them  degenerated,  large  endothelial 
cells  with  one  or  more  nuclei,  and  large  cells  containing  several  red  blood 
corpuscles.  The  typhoid  bacilli  are  found  disseminated  through  the 
spleen,  and  are  often  found  in  clumps. 

The  tonsils  and  the  glands  in  the  pharynx  are  found  enlarged  and 
infiltrated,  but  as  this  affection  is  seen  in  other  acute  infective  fevers,  it 
cannot  be  looked  upon  as  a  lesion  specific  to  enteric  fever. 

The  medulla  of  hone  resembles  in  its  structure  the  pulp  of  the  spleen, 
and  as  in  certain  maladies  (Hodgkin's  disease,  leucocythsemia)  the  glands, 
spleen,  and  medulla  of  bone  are  often  alike  implicated,  some  observers 
have  laid  stress  in  enteric  fever  on  changes  in  the  medulla  of  bone  com- 
parable with  those  of  the  spleen.  These  changes,  however,  have  been 
found  in  other  affections  accompanied  by  profound  disorders  of  the  blood, 
and  have  nothing  specific  in  character.  Yet  a  close  connection  between 
the  typhoid  bacillus  and  bone  is  suggested  by  the  frequent  occurrence  of 
osteitis,  osteoperiostitis,  or  abscess  of  bone,  which  so  often  follow  in  the 
wake  of  the  disease,  and  in  them  the  typhoid  bacillus  has  been  found 
(see  section  on  Symptomatology). 

I  will  now  briefly  touch  upon  the  lesions  found  in  the  other  organs 
in  enteric  fever,  omitting  those  affections  the  nature  and  appearance  of 
which  is  sufficiently  evident  during  life,  and  a  description  of  which  will 
be  found  under  Symptomatology. 

Digestive  Tract. — The  stomach  is  often  the  seat  of  catarrh.  Cornil  (18) 
describes  cell  infiltration  of  the  adenoid  tissue,  and  compares  it  to  the 
intestinal  lesion.  Handford  (37)  noticed  similar  changes  and  haemorrhages. 
The  ccecum  and  colon  may  occasionally  show  enlargement  of  the  solitary 
glands,  and  there  may  be  ulceration  also  of  the  appendix ;  the  rest  of  the 
large  intestine  is  often  the  seat  of  catarrh,  and  occasionally  ulcers  are 
noticed,  which  may  go  on  to  perforation,  which  is  less  serious  than  perfora- 
tion of  small  intestines ;  perforation  of  the  rectum  has  been  found  with 
formation  of  recto-vaginal  fistula.  I  have  once  seen  marked  hsemorrhagic 
infiltration  of  the  greater  part  of  the  large  intestines.  The  liver  is  not  found 
enlarged,  it  is  pale  in  colour  and  the  gall-bladder  is  moderately  filled  with 
light-coloured  bile.  Histologically  we  find  more  or  less  marked  granular 
degeneration  of  the  liver  cells,  and  small  necrotic  areas  ;  the  capillaries  are 
sometimes  found  dilated,  and  when  death  has  taken  place  at  a  late  period  of 
the  fever  we  find  slight  perilobular  cell  infiltration  in  the  portal  canals. 
Chantemesse  describes  small  foci  of  cell  infiltration  in  the  central  part  of 
the  lobule  with  degeneration  of  the  adjacent  liver  cells.  Typhoid  bacilli 
are  often  seen  in  large  numbers  filling  up  the  capillaries  (56). 

Acute  yellow  atrophy  of  the  liver  and  abscess  of  the  liver  may  be 
cited  as  very  rare  complications.    The  gall-bladder  and  large  bile-ducts 
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may  be  the  seat  of  catarrh.  We  may  have,  as  rare  complications,  suppura- 
tion, ulceration,  and  perforation  of  the  gall-bladder ;  more  commonly  the 
catarrh  of  the  gall-bladder  leads  to  the  formation  of  gall-stone. 

The  spleen  may  be  the  seat  of  infarcts  which  may  form  pysemic 
abscesses ;  in  persons  who  have  died  after  many  weeks  from  exhaustion 
owing  to  long- continued  suppuration  (bed-sores,  empyema),  lardaceous 
degeneration  of  the  spleen  and  other  organs  may  be  found. 

Lungs. — Besides  the  affections  mentioned  under  symptoms,  we  notice 
at  times  hsemorrhagic  infarcts  in  the  lungs  and  occasionally  gangrene  or 
pysemic  abscesses. 

Heart. — The  heart  is  flabby,  pale  in  colour,  and  soft  in  consistency, 
sometimes  almost  friable.  Microscopic  examination  reveals  a  variety  of 
changes ;  in  some  cases  no  noteworthy  alteration  in  the  myocardium  is 
found,  in  others  there  are  changes  in  the  muscular  fibres,  interstitial 
tissue  and  blood-vessels.  The  muscular  fibres  may  show  fatty  degenera- 
tion and  occasional  waxy  degeneration ;  in  some  cases  of  sudden  death 
segmentation  of  the  muscular  elements  {myocardite-segmeyitaire  of  Eenaut) 
has  been  noted ;  in  casec  in  which  the  fever  has  run  a  more  protracted 
course,  small  pigment  granules  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  muscle  nuclei 
have  been  observed ;  hyaline  (Zenker's)  degeneration  is  rare ;  inter- 
muscular cell  infiltration  is  occasionally  seen,  and  the  small  arteries  of 
the  myocardium  may  be  the  seat  of  endarteritis  (77).  Chantemesse  and 
Widal  have  found  typhoid  bacilli  in  the  heart-muscle.  The  endocardium 
and  pericardium,  are  not  often  foimd  affected,  though  occasionally  there 
may  be  both  the  vegetative  and  ulcerative  form  of  endocarditis. 

The  Kidneys. — The  changes  in  the  kidney  are  manifold,  and  are  not 
always  in  proportion  to  the  renal  symptoms  exhibited  during  the  disease. 
In  some  cases  in  which  during  life  there  was  persistent  albuminuria  with 
casts,  no  noteworthy  changes  have  been  found ;  but  in  most  cases,  even 
with  but  slight  albuminuria,  we  observe  cloudy  swelling  of  the  epithe- 
lium of  the  convoluted  tubes ;  in  cases  in  which  during  life  there  have 
been  signs  of  hsemorrhagic  nephritis,  or  in  which  from  the  first  there  have 
been  grave  renal  symptoms,  the  changes  are  marked.  The  kidneys  are 
enlarged,  especially  the  cortical  part ;  the  epithelium  of  the  convoluted 
tubes  is  granular.  Renaut  describes  a  distension  of  the  glomerular 
cavities  and  adjacent  renal  tubes  with  an  albuminous  material.  Peri- 
vascular cell  infiltration  may  also  be  noticed.  In  cases  with  septic 
complications  there  are  sometimes  small  cell  accumulations  round  the 
blood-vessels  in  various  parts  of  the  kidney.  These  have  been  specially 
noticed  by  Wagner,  and  have  been  compared  to  multiple  lymphomata  : 
they  represent,  however,  only  microscopic  abscesses,  and  may  eventually 
lead  to  small  visible  abscesses.  They  are  found  more  often  in  scarlet 
fever  and  diphtheria  than  in  enteric  fever.  The  typhoid  bacillus  and 
bacill.  coli  commun.  have  both  been  found  in  sections  of  the  kidney. 

Muscles. — The  changes  observed  here  have  been  noticed  in  other 
febrile  affections,  though  perhaps  more  freqiiently  found  in  enteric  fever. 
Some  of  the  muscles  (recti  abdominis,  adductors  of  the  thigh,  pectorales. 
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diaphragm)  appear  pale  and  waxy  to  the  naked  eye,  and  microscopically 
examined  show  Zenker's  hyaline  degeneration.  A  muscle  so  affected 
may  rupture  and  give  rise  to  hsemorrhagic  extravasation.  Other 
muscles  show  fatty  degeneration,  especially  when  fever  has  continued 
for  weeks.  Another  change  consists  in  a  proliferation  of  the  muscle 
nuclei.  According  to  MetschnikofF,  this  appearance  is  due  to  an  infiltra- 
tion with  leucocytes  (phagocytes)  rather  than  to  a  nuclear  proliferation. 

Nervous  System. — Most  of  the  nervous  symptoms  during  the  fever  are 
due  to  the  toxic  products  of  the  typhoid  bacillus,  which  give  rise  to  no 
anatomical  changes ;  yet  certain  alterations  have  been  found,  such  as 
oedema  of  the  membranes  and  of  the  brain  itself  and  distension  of  the 
ventricles,  pigmentations  of  the  ganglion  cells,  infiltration  of  the  perivas- 
cular spaces  with  leucocytes,  and  of  the  spaces  round  ganglion  cells,  fatty 
degenerated  nerve  fibres  and  haemorrhages  (meningeal  and  cortical). 
Meningitis  rarely  complicates  enteric  fevei-.  The  pathological  anatomy 
of  the  nervous  affections  occurring  during  convalescence  (peripheral 
neuritis,  sclerosis,  etc.)  need  not  be  described  here. 

Pathological  Physiology. — Much  on  this  subject  is  still  very  obscure. 
The  bacilli,  after  they  have  reached  the  intestines,  multiply,  penetrate 
into  the  mucous  and  submucous  coats,  invade  the  lymphatic  tissue, 
and  pass  thence  through  the  lymph  channels  into  the  mesenteric  glands. 
Some  of  the  bacilli  reach  the  blood  and  pass  to  internal  organs,  principally 
the  spleen.  The  bacilli  produce  various  poisons,  at  present  hardly 
known ;  some  of  these  have  a  pyrogenetic  action,  and  thus  produce 
the  fever.  As  a  result  of  their  irritant  action  and  that  of  their  pro- 
ducts we  get  the  intensely  inflammatory  signs  in  the  intestines  leading  to 
necrosis. 

The  fever  during  the  first  eight  to  ten  days  is  most  likely  due  to  the 
direct  action  of  the  bacilli  and  of  their  toxins.  During  the  second  and 
third  weeks,  when  the  intestines  are  ulcerated,  another  factor  concerned 
is  probably  the  absorption  of  some  septic  material  into  the  blood, 
co-operating  with  the  specific  poison  ;  the  various  complications  which 
so  often  accompany  enteric  fever  probably  also  add  their  quota.  The 
diarrhoea  is  partly  due  to  the  irritation  produced  by  the  ulcers,  but 
chiefly  to  catarrh  of  the  large  intestine  with  increased  peristalsis.  As 
it  has  been  distinctly  proved  that  typhoid  bacilli  may  by  themselves  give 
rise  to  suppuration,  we  have  an  explanation  of  the  occurrence  of  abscesses 
during  or  more  especially  after  the  attack.  Lastly,  as  has  already  been 
pointed  out,  both  when  considering  the  etiology  and  the  symptomatology 
of  enteric  fever,  some  of  the  symptoms,  and  especially  many  of  the  com- 
plications, are  to  be  traced  to  other  micro-organisms,  which  find  a 
favourable  soil  for  growth  and  development  in  the  tissues  and  organs 
of  the  patient  whose  resistance  has  been  much  reduced  by  the  fever. 

As  yet  the  numerous  experimental  investigations  with  injections  of 
typhoid  bacilli,  of  bacterium  coli,  of  serum  from  immunised  animals,  etc., 
have  not  helped  us  much  in  clearing  up  the  pathology  of  the  disease, 
nor  has  the  chemical  examination  of  affected  orgairs  led  to  a  clearer 
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understanding.  Fenwick  (25)  extracted  from  the  spleen  of  typhoid 
cases  three  varieties  of  chemical  substances :  albuminoses,  alkaloids  and 
fatty  bodies ;  the  injection  of  the  albuminoses  into  lower  animals  caused 
a  rise  of  temperature  for  thirty  hours,  with  anorexia  and  emaciation,  but 
no  further  changes  of  importance  were  noticed,  whilst  the  injection  of 
the  alkaloids  and  fatty  extracts  was  unattended  by  any  results. 

Prognosis. — Enteric  fever,  even  in  its  mildest  form,  must  be  looked 
upon  and  treated  as  a  serious  disease ;  for  even  in  mild  cases  death  may 
occur  from  perforation,  or  from  haemorrhage,  and  sudden  death  without 
any  premonitory  symptoms,  and  for  which  no  adequate  cause  can  be 
found  on  autopsy,  is  occasionally  seen.  Perforation  may  occur  during 
convalescence.  As  a  relapse  may  occasionally  be  fatal,  and  as  serious 
complications  may  occur  during  convalescence,  the  patient  cannot  be 
considered  out  of  danger  till  convalescence  is  complete.  We  have 
further  to  bear  in  mind  that  however  mild  the  fever  may  appear  during 
the  first  and  second  weeks,  grave  symptoms  are  none  the  less  likely  to 
appear  before  the  third  week ;  no  case  therefore,  however  slight  the 
symptoms  at  first,  should  be  lightly  treated.  Some  general  propositions, 
however,  may  be  stated  as  regards  prognosis.  As  regards  age,  we  may 
say  that  the  older  the  subject  the  more  unfavourable  the  prognosis  :  as 
regards  sex,  authors  differ  somewhat ;  according  to  many  the  affection 
is  more  serious  in  women  than  in  men.  The  prognosis  is  less  favourable 
in  stout  than  in  lean  people,  and  very  unfavourable  in  drunkards, 
in  persons  who  have  undergone  great  privation  and  fatigue  (soldiers 
in  war),  in  persons  with  weak  or  dilated  hearts  or  who  are  affected 
mth  valvular  affections  of  the  heart,  or  who  have  incipient  phthisis 
or  diabetes ;  the  prognosis  is  also  grave  in  pregnant  and  puerperal 
women.  In  persons  of  marked  neurotic  disposition,  acquired  or  inherited, 
the  nervous  symptoms  and  sequelae  are  to  be  feared ;  and  in  those 
affected  with  renal  disease  aggravation  of  this  disease  and  uraemic 
symptoms  are  apt  to  occur.  Septic  complications  are  to  be  feared  in 
those  who  suffer  from  surgical  diseases,  especially  suppurating  wounds ; 
and  in  those  who  live  in  unhealthy  or  insanitary  districts.  It  is  also  a 
well-known  fact  that  in  hot  weather  the  disease  is  often  more  serious 
than  in  cold  weather.  During  the  decline  of  epidemics  of  enteric  fever, 
as  in  other  infectious  diseases,  the  cases  become  less  and  less  serious. 
Certain  families  show  a  particular  disposition  to  enteric  fever,  several 
members  of  the  same  family  may  be  attacked  at  the  same  time,  and  other 
members  readily  contract  the  disease  (see  Pfeiffer,  Wagner).  Recently 
Avith  Dr.  Wm.  Sellers,  junior,  of  Radcliffe,  I  saw  two  cases  in  the  same 
family  :  in  this  family  no  less  than  five  members  had  been  attacked  by  it 
at  various  times ;  one  contracted  it  by  assisting  in  the  laying  out  of 
the  body  of  a  relation  who  had  died  of  enteric,  and  another  had  had 
it  twice. 

Apart  from  these  general  considerations,  we  are  guided  in  our  pro- 
gnosis— 

1.  By  the  pulse  :  a  slow,  regular  pulse  indicates  a  favourable  course ; 
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an  irregular  and  intermittent  pulse,  even  if  not  high,  is  a  grave  omen,  as 
it  may  denote  myocarditis ;  a  very  quick  and  small  pulse,  except  in 
young  children,  is  an  equally  unfavourable  sign,  and  if  the  pulse  reach 
140  or  more  in  an  adult,  the  issue  is  almost  always  unfavourable  ;  a  short 
and  weak  first  sound,  at  the  apex  of  the  heart,  or  disappearance  of  the 
first  sound,  is  a  grave  symptom ;  a  soft  systolic  bruit,  limited  in  extent 
and  not  due  to  previous  endocarditis,  is  of  no  special  significance. 

2.  By  the  temperature  :  in  young,  strong  subjects  a  high  temperature, 
say  104"5°-105°,  if  it  only  last  for  a  few  hours  and  rapidly  fall  to  a  lower 
temperature,  and  if  the  pulse  be  not  very  quick,  is  of  no  serious  importance  : 
if,  however,  the  temperature  remain  high  for  some  time,  and  especially 
if  the  fever  be  accompanied  by  nervous  symptoms,  and  not  quickly 
reduced  by  antipyretics,  it  is  to  be  looked  upon  as  very  serious.  Hyper- 
pyrexia is  a  very  unfavourable  symptom,  especially  if  after  the  applica- 
tion of  cold  the  temperature  does  not  fall  much  and  rises  very  quickly 
afterwards ;  sudden  fall  of  temperature,  with  the  pulse  remaining  high, 
often  denotes  haemorrhage  or  collapse. 

3.  By  the  nervous  symptoms :  low,  muttering  delirium,  subsultus 
tendinum,  convulsions  (in  adults),  and  incontinence  of  faeces  and  urine 
are  of  very  grave  omen. 

4.  By  the  intestinal  symptoms :  diarrhoea  only  becomes  serious  when 
it  persists  and  is  very  profuse.  Of  the  gravity  of  haemorrhage  and  per- 
foration we  have  already  spoken. 

Such  complications  as  extensive  pneumonia,  pulmonary  ojdema,  oedema 
of  the  glottis,  hsemorrhagic  nephritis,  and  symptoms  of  septic  infection, 
are  of  serious  import. 

Special  attention  has  been  drawn  to  sudden  death  in  enteric  fever ; 
it  occurs  in  about  4  per  cent  of  the  fatal  cases,  and  generally  about 
the  end  of  the  third  week.  Excluding  sudden  or  rapid  death  from 
perforation,  in  abovit  tAvo-thirds  of  the  cases  changes  have  been  found 
post-mortem,  such  as  embolism  or  thrombosis  of  the  pulmonary  artery, 
myocarditis,  and  degenerative  changes  in  the  myocardium,  sufficient  to 
account  for  the  sudden  death ;  in  about  one-third  no  such  changes  could 
be  found.  Some  think  that  death  is  due  to  syncope  caused  by  reflex 
influence  from  intestinal  lesions,  others  (Laveran)  attribute  the  death  to 
cerebral  anaemia.  The  premonitory  symptoms  are  sudden  dyspnoea, 
irregularity  of  the  pulse,  and  syncopal  attacks  (20). 

Mortality  from  Enteric  Fever. — Numerous  statistics  exist  on  this  subject 
(see  Table  II.,  Appendix).  I  will  allude  here  only  to  a  few  of  the 
more  important  points.  The  mortality  per  population  has  markedly 
decreased  in  England,  but  the  mortality  of  the  number  of  persons 
attacked  with  typhoid,  or  (to  apply  a  term  used  by  continental  observers) 
the  mortality  compared  to  the  moi-bidity,  is  still  for  England  as  high 
as  it  was  in  Murchison's  time,  namely,  about  17  per  cent.  From  1848- 
1870  it  was  17 "26  per  cent,  according  to  the  return  of  the  Registrar- 
General,  and  also  according  to  the  report  of  some  of  the  larger  fever 
hospitals   (see   table   for   Monsall   Hospital   return,  Appendix).  In 
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the  Cork  Fever  Hospital  the  mortality  (1871-1890)  was  8"6  per  cent; 
the  mortality  in  the  Glasgow  Fever  Hospital  was  17 '2 9  per  cent.  The 
statistics  of  some  of  the  larger  continental  hospitals,  when  comjjared 
with  those  of  English  hospitals,  show  in  many,  like  those  of  Berlin 
and  Paris,  a  mortality  slightly  less;  thus  in  Paris  for  1882-88  it  was 
14"1  per  cent,  though  since  then  it  has  risen  to  20'6  per  cent;  in  Berlin 
it  was  14 "5  per  cent;  in  Leipzig  (for  1880-1893),  12-7  per  cent,  whilst 
other  places  (such  as  Hamburg)  show  a  much  smaller  mortality.  To 
establish  anything  like  a  mean  mortality  in  enteric  fever  is  most  diffi- 
cult ;  it  varies  from  year  to  year,  and  it  varies  with  the  age  and 
sex  of  the  patient.  Contrary  to  Murchison's  views,  most  observers 
(Griesinger,  Gesenius)  are  agreed  that  amongst  very  young  children  the 
mortality  is  high ;  in  persons  from  ten  to  thirty  years  of  age  it  is  much 
less,  but  it  increases  again  in  persons  over  thirty.  The  mortality  is 
higher  in  women  than  in  men  ;  thus,  according  to  Hayem,  the  mortality 
in  Paris  for  1888-1893  was  of  men  (over  fifteen  years  of  age)  19  per  cent ; 
of  women  (over  fifteen  years)  2 2  "5  per  cent.  In  pregnant  women  (91) 
the  mortality  was  17  per  cent,  abortion  occurring  in  66  per  cent;  on 
the  introduction  of  the  cold  bath  treatment  it  fell  to  6  per  cent,  with 
55  per  cent  abortions  ;  in  puerperal  women  the  mortality  is  nearly  50 
per  cent.  The  mortality  amongst  soldiers,  as  given  in  the  reports  of  the 
various  military  hospitals,  is  better  fitted  for  statistical  purposes,  inas- 
much as  the  reports  deal  with  persons  in  the  prime  of  life  and  living 
under  the  same  conditions.  The  mean  mortality  (from  1875-1891)  in 
the  French  army,  as  given  by  Brouardel,  was  12*2  per  cent,  and  during 
these  seventeen  years  it  only  varied  between  1 1  per  cent  and  1 4  per  cent. 

It  is  of  great  importance  to  know  how  far  the  various  methods  of 
treatment  affect  the  mortality.  To  arrive  at  a  satisfactory  conclusion 
we  must  not  consider  results  obtained  from  a  limited  number  of  cases  in 
one  locality  or  observations  made  during  one  epidemic.  The  evidence 
appears  now  to  be  conclusive  that  the  hydropathic  treatment  carried  out 
strictly  after  Brand's  method  has  considerably  lessened  the  mortality. 
Thus  in  the  Prussian  army  the  mortality  fell  from  25  per  cent  to  8  per 
cent,  and  in  the  various  hospitals,  in  Germany,  France,  and_  America, 
where  this  system  was  rigidly  carried  out,  equally  satisfactory  results 
were  obtained  (93).    Thus — 

Per  cent 

Drasche  (Vienna)  found  a  reduction  from  .  .  16'2  to  9 "3 
Tripier  and  Bouveret  (Lyon)  found  a  reduction  from  25  to  7  "5 
Osier  (Baltimore)  „  „  „     21-8  to  7-4 

Thompson  (New  York)  ,,  „  „     19    to  7 


And  lastly,  Vogl  (Munich  garrison)  gives  the  following  statistics : — 

Per  cent 

For  1841-1860  ......  21 

„  1860-1875,  treatment,  partly  expectant,  partly  by  cold  bath  15-2 
„    1875-1881-2,  treatment  by  bath  and  combined        .  .  6'5 
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It  must,  however,  be  noted  that  the  cold  bath  treatment  in  some  of 
the  larger  German  hospitals  has  not  reduced  the  mortality  to  so  low  a 
level  as  in  the  list  given  above. 

The  antiseptic  treatment,  so  much  recommended  of  late  by  some 
clinicians  in  England,  has  not  as  yet  produced  any  marked  diminution 
in  the  mortality  of  typhoid ;  but  I  do  not  know  how  far  it  is  adopted 
in  the  larger  fever  hospitals.  At  the  Monsall  Fever  Hospital  at  Man- 
chester, where  the  mean  mortality  is  about  17  per  cent,  the  mortality 
fell  during  one  year,  when  this  treatment  was  extensively  used,  to  13 
per  cent ;  and  some  physicians,  like  Dr.  Caton  of  Liverpool,  dealing  with 
a  smaller  number  of  cases,  have  recorded  even  a  much  lower  mortality. 

Treatment. — We  have  as  yet  no  specific  treatment  of  enteric  fever. 
We  do  not  know  of  any  drug  which  destroys  the  typhoid  bacillus,  or 
checks  its  growth  in  the  intestinal  glands  and  other  organs ;  nor  of  any 
agent  to  counteract  or  neutralise  the  action  of  the  toxins  of  the  bacillus 
circulating  in  the  blood.  (The  treatment  recommended  by  Simmonds 
is  mentioned  farther  on.)  In  our  treatment  we  must  therefore  try  to  put 
the  organism  into  a  state  in  which  it  can  successfully  withstand  the 
action  of  the  poisonous  products,  and  maintain  it  there ;  we  must  also 
try  to  prevent,  if  possible,  the  ingress  of  septic  organisms  into  the  system, 
and  of  toxic  bodies  which  result  from  abnormal  fermentation  processes 
in  the  intestines. 

In  speaking  of  the  treatment  of  enteric  fever  it  is  well  to  consider, 
first,  the  management  of  the  patient  as  regards  hygienic  conditions,  diet, 
etc.,  and  then  to  review  special  treatment  by  drugs,  baths,  etc. 

Hygienic  Measures  and  Management  of  the  Patient. — The  patient  should  be 
put  to  bed  as  soon  as  the  symptoms  show  themselves.  The  bedroom 
should  be  large,  airy,  and  well  ventilated ;  it  should  be  in  a  quiet  jjart  of 
the  house ;  it  should  not  contain  too  much  furniture,  and  should  have 
no  carpets  or  bed-hangings.  It  is  well  to  have  two  beds  in  the  room, 
so  that  the  patient  may  be  changed  from  one  to  the  other ;  especially  is 
this  useful  when  the  patient  is  treated  with  the  cold  pack.  The  patient 
should  rest  on  a  spring  mattress,  and  a  mackintosh  be  placed  beneath 
the  sheet  j  he  should  only  be  lightly  covered,  and  the  temperature  of 
the  room  be  kept  between  60°  and  65°.  In  hot  weather  the  tempera- 
ture of  the  room  may  be  artificially  reduced.  The  patient  should  not 
be  allowed  to  get  up,  and  should  be  made  to  use  bed-pans ;  he  should  be 
as  little  disturbed  as  possible,  and  not  examined  oftener  than  necessary, 
the  right  iliac  region  in  particular  should  be  rarely  and  gently  handled ; 
to  prevent  hypostatic  congestion  his  position  should  be  changed.  The 
trunk  and  limbs  should  be  sponged  with  vinegar  and  water  (at  85°-90° 
F.)  night  and  morning;  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  mouth  kept 
clean,  and  gargled  with  boracic  acid,  or  with  the  following  mouth- 
wash (Acid  boracic  oj-,  Potass,  chlorate  3]"-,  Glycerini  3]'.,  Aquam  ad  3vj.), 
or  the  parts  painted  with  boroglyceride ;  for  the  teeth  the  same  wash 
may  be  used.  Special  care  should  be  taken  to  prevent  the  formation 
of  bed-sores  by  washing  the  nates  and  adjacent  parts  with  weak  spirit  or 
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spirit  of  camphor.  As  soon  as  erythema  appears,  water  or  air  cushions 
should  be  used,  and  the  parts  dusted  over  with  boracic  acid  or  salicylic 
acid  and  prepared  chalk.  The  patient  should  not  be  left  alone,  and  if 
there  be  any  active  and  violent  delirium  he  should  be  treated  with 
consideration  and  yet  with  firmness ;  he  should  never  be  strapped 
or  otherwise  fastened  down,  put  into  jackets,  or  otherwise  restrained. 
Under  urgent  circumstances,  and  for  a  short  time,  the  sheet  may  be 
tightly  di'awn  over  him  and  fastened  on  both  sides ;  but  the  proper 
means  is  to  add  to  the  number  of  the  trained  nurses.  The  window 
should  be  stopped  so  as  to  open  no  more  than  six  inches,  or  a  heavy 
table  may  be  put  in  front  of  it. 

Diet. — The  diet  should  be  nourishing,  yet  easily  assimilable  and  non- 
irritating,  and  the  food  given  often ;  the  secretions  of  saliva,  gastric 
juice,  pancreatic  juice,  and  bile  being  diminished,  and  the  intestines 
ulcerated,  we  have  to  be  very  careful  in  the  selection  of  the  diet.  Milk 
is  an  excellent  food  in  enteric  fever ;  it  is  as  a  rule  well  borne,  and  should 
be  given  throughout  the  whole  course  of  the  illness.  Two  to  three  pints 
in  the  twenty-four  hours  is  a  sufficient  quantity  ;  patients  will  often  take 
more,  but  then  the  milk  may  be  seen  partly  digested  in  the  stool.  The 
stools  should  be  inspected,  and  the  quantity  of  milk  reduced  if  many 
curds  are  found.  It  is  well  to  administer  it  diluted  with  lime  water  or 
soda  water,  or  other  aerated  water,  at  intervals  of  about  two  hours. 
Or  it  may  be  given  in  weak  tea,  or  in  the  form  of  custard,  or  whey 
or  junket  beaten  up  with  egg.  Some  people  cannot  take  milk,  then 
peptonised  milk,  Benger's  food,  or  arrowroot  may  be  given  instead. 

Besides  milk  the  patient  may  take  broth,  such  as  chicken  or  mutton 
broth,  beef-tea,  chicken  jelly,  and  some  of  the  other  jellies,  artificially 
prepared  extracts,  or  cold  meat  or  chicken  juice,  made  by  macerating 
finely  chopped  lean  meat  or  chicken  in  water;  some  hydrochloric  acid 
and  a  little  salt  being  added,  and  the  whole  strained  through  a  cloth. 
If  there  be  much  diarrhoea,  beef-tea  or  even  mutton  broth  had  better 
be  avoided.  Fruit  is  inadvisable  especially  if  there  be  diarrhoea ;  but 
occasionally  grapes,  with  skins  and  seeds  removed,  are  much  enjoyed 
and  help  to  clean  the  tongue.  As  a  leverage  give  pure  water  (which  has 
been  especially  recommended  in  very  large  quantities  by  recent  writers) 
or  barley  water,  or  toast  and  water,  or  water  containing  the  white  of 
raw  egg  strained  through  a  cloth ;  weak  tea  to  which  milk  is  added, 
or  iced  coffee  may  be  given,  especially  when  the  stomach  is  irritable, 
and  the  pulse  flagging ;  aerated  waters  also  may  be  allowed,  except  in 
those  cases  in  which  there  are  much  flatulency  and  tympanites. 

Alcoholic  stimulants  need  not  be  given  unless  there  are  special  indica- 
tions for  it :  such  as  failure  of  the  heart,  pulmonary  oedema  or  congestion, 
insomnia,  low  muttering  delirium,  threatening  collapse,  or  very  high 
temperature.  In  tipplers  stimulants  are  often  necessary  from  the  first, 
and  should  be  given  to  avert  some  of  the  graver  symptoms  which  so 
often  threaten  them.  When  the  cold  bath  is  given  or  the  ice  pack, 
alcohol  may  be  required  before  and  after,  especially  if  the  patient  be 
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veiy  weak  or  feel  exhausted  or  faint.  Alcohol  is  also  needed  when 
certain  complications  arise,  such  as  perforation  or  haemorrhage,  which 
lead  to  collapse.  The  best  form  of  stimulant  is  brandy  or  whisky ; 
the  quantity  depends  on  the  age  of  the  patient  and  the  gravity  of  the 
symptoms ;  three  to  four  ounces  in  twenty -four  hours  usually  suffice  for 
adults.  When  the  pulse  becomes  small  and  thready,  much  larger  doses, 
even  ten  to  twelve  ounces  or  more,  may  be  necessary.  Alcohol  shoulcl 
be  given  soon  after  some  food  is  taken ;  or  it  may  be  taken  in  the  milk 
every  two  or  three  hours  ;  in  critical  cases  every  hour.  Its  effects  should 
be  watched  and  the  large  doses  diminished  as  soon  as  the  desired  effect  is 
produced ;  of  this  the  pulse  is  the  best  index,  which  should  become 
stronger  and  slower.  In  some  cases  in  which  brandy  is  disliked  we  may 
give  champagne  or  good  claret.  Alcohol  should  be  withheld  if  signs  of 
haemorrhage  from  bowel  or  kidney  appear,  or  if  the  urinary  secretion 
become  very  much  diminished, 

Medicinal  Treatment.  —  In  mild  cases,  when  the  temperature  does 
not  exceed  102'5°,  no  medicine  may  be  needed;  some  physicians 
give  small  doses  of  hydrochloric  acid  and  quinine,  and  if  the  patient 
come  under  treatment  before  the  ninth  day,  several  doses  of  calomel  (gr. 
ij.  to  gr.  V.)  over  two  or  three  days.  This  administration  of  calomel, 
recommended  by  Wunderlich,  Liebermeister  and  others,  appears  to 
prevent  a  fui'ther  rise  of  the  fever,  and  to  diminish  the  diarrhoea  during 
the  subsequent  period  ;  I  have  tried  it  also  with  good  effect  in  the  Monsall 
Fever  Hospital.  In  the  severer  cases  many  physicians  still  follow  an 
expectant  treatment,  and  only  treat  such  grave  symptoms  as  pyrexia, 
profuse  diarrhoea,  etc.  as  they  arise ;  others  follow  a  particular  line  of 
treatment,  which  in  its  conception  is  either  anti])yretic  or  antiseptic,  or  a 
combination  of  both. 

Antipyretic  Treatment. — We  have  various  means  of  lowering  febrile 
temperature,  and  I  would  distinguish  particularly  between  the  antipyretic 
treatment  by  means  of  the  cold  bath  or  allied  methods,  and  that  by 
means  of  antipyretic  drugs. 

A  certain  amount  of  pyrexia  is  an  essential  element  in  fever  and  is 
looked  upon  by  many  persons  as  beneficial ;  it  probably  does  interfere 
somewhat  with  the  further  growth,  development  and  action  of  the 
typhoid  bacillus  and  its  products,  and  it  is  said  to  increase  tho  T-esistance 
of  the  organism.  On  the  other  hand,  we  know  that  a  high  temperature 
in  itself  is  directly  injurious  to  many  organs,  and  occasionally  the 
cause  of  severe  nervous  disturbances,  though  many  of  the  grave  nervous 
symptoms  may  occiu-  with  moderate  temperature.  Most  observers  are 
agreed  that  a  high  febrile  temperature  requires  active  interference. 
Now  the  method  of  reducing  the  temperature  is  by  no  means  a  matter  of 
indifference.  Abstraction  of  heat  without  much  diminishing  the  pro- 
duction of  heat,  which  to  a  large  extent  is  caused  by  the  oxidation  of 
the  tissues  and  by  increased  tissue  metabolism,  is  the  safest^and  best  way 
of  reducing  the  temperature ;  and  the  application  of  co'  J,  especially  in 
the  form  of  the  cold  bath,  best  fulfils  the  requirements.    There  can  be 
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little  doubt  that  whenever  this  treatment  can  be  applied  it  is  far 
preferable  to  antipyretic  treatment  by  drugs ;  and  a  comparison  of  the 
mortality  statistics  of  the  cases  in  which  the  cold  bath  treatment  is  carried 
out,  with  those  of  cases  in  which  antipyretic  drugs  are  administered, 
clearly  shows  the  superiority  of  the  former  method  of  antipyretic  treat- 
ment (12  to  16  per  cent  compared  to  6  to  10  per  cent).  Some  of 
the  best  English  clinicians,  like  Sii-  Wm.  Jenner  and  others,  are  not  in 
favour  of  the  cold  bath  treatment.  Yet  a  glance  at  the  tables  published 
by  the  Registrar-General,  and  by  the  several  Hospital  Boards  in  England, 
must  satisfy  every  one  that,  whilst  the  mortality  is  much  diminished,  the 
mortality  from  enteric  fever  per  case  rate  in  England,  in  spite  of  better 
hygienic  conditions  and  management,  is  still  very  considerable. 

The  cold  hath  treatment,  first  recommended  by  Currie  in  1787,  is  now 
extensively  used,  especially  on  the  Continent.  Its  reintroduction  is  due 
to  Dr.  Brand  of  Stettin  (1861),  who  showed  how  the  mortality  of  enteric 
fever  was  lessened  by  its  adoption ;  and  his  method  was  soon  followed 
in  a  more  or  less  modified  form  by  other  observers.  In  England  Dr. 
Cayley  has  most  strongly  advocated  the  use  of  the  cold  bath  in  enteric 
fever  (12).  Brand  recommends  it  to  be  used  whenever  the  temperature 
is  over  102°  (measured  in  the  rectum),  and  this  treatment  he  adopts  from 
the  very  beginning. 

Before  the  patient  is  put  into  the  bath  the  face  and  chest  may  be 
sponged  with  cold  water,  and  if  the  patient  be  weak  and  exhausted  he 
receives  some  stimulant.  The  temperature  of  the  bath  varies  from  65° 
to  70°  F.  The  bath  is  placed  close  to  the  bed,  and  the  patient  is  lifted 
into  it  and  so  immersed  that  the  water  covers  the  chest ;  the  back  of 
the  patient  is  supported  by  a  water  cushion,  and  a  sheet  or  napkin  is 
folded  round  the  loins.  The  head  and  forehead  are  now  covered  by  a 
cloth  wrung  out  in  cold  water,  and  whilst  the  patient  is  in  the  bath  cold 
water  (of  lower  temperature  than  that  of  the  bath)  is  applied  to  the  head 
every  three  to  four  minutes,  whilst  the  limbs  and  thorax  are  rubbed 
during  the  whole  time  of  the  immersion.  While  in  the  bath  the  patient 
has  some  cold  water  to  drink.  The  duration  of  the  bath  is  from  ten 
to  fifteen  minutes  as  a  rule ;  the  patient  is  then  lifted  out  and  dried 
gently,  except  over  the  abdomen,  put  into  bed  lightly  covered,  and  hot 
bottles  r.T6  placed  at  the  feet.  A  second  dose  of  some  stimulant, 
such  as  whisky  and  hot  water,  is  then  given  to  him.  During  the  bath 
the  state  of  the  patient  must  be  carefully  watched ;  with  the  fall  of 
the  body  temperature  he  begins  to  shiver ;  but  if  the  temperature  before 
the  bath  has  been  very  high,  he  may  still  be  left  for  some  minutes  longer 
whilst  the  limbs  and  thorax  are  more  vigorously  rubbed.  If  the  pulse 
be  very  weak,  and  the  patient  become  cyanotic,  he  should  be  removed 
from  the  bath  at  once.  After  the  bath  the  patient  may  take  some  food, 
and  he  generally  then  falls  into  a  quiet  slumber ;  if  not.  Brand  recom- 
mends the  ap;"lication  of  compresses  wrung  out  in  cold  water  to  the  chest 
and  abdomen.  Half  an  hour  after  the  removal  from  the  bath  the 
temperature  is  taken;  it  is  usually  found  to  have  fallen  1°  to  3°  F., 
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and  if  in  two  or  three  hours  the  temperature  again  exceeds  102'2°  the 
bath  is  renewed.  Brand  has  given  as  many  as  eight  baths  in  the  twenty- 
four  hours,  but  usually  four  to  six  suffice.  The  good  effects  of  the  cold 
bath  are  readily  seen  :  the  pulse  becomes  slower  and  the  tension  of  the 
artery  is  increased,  the  number  of  respirations  diminish,  the  tongue 
becomes  moist,  and  the  appetite  improves  ;  the  nervous  system  is 
especially  relieved,  the  delirium  disappears  for  a  time,  the  jmtient 
appears  much  calmer,  and  the  sleep  becomes  more  natural.  The  ad- 
vantages claimed  for  the  cold  water  treatment  are — that  the  fever  runs 
a  less  protracted  course,  that  grave  nervous  symptoms  are  less  apt  to 
occur,  that  the  heart  and  pulse  remain  strong,  that  the  tongue  remains 
moist  and  the  appetite  good,  and  that  the  diarrhoea,  if  not  lessened,  is 
certainly  not  increased  :  statistics  show  that  the  mortality  is  less.  The 
cold  bath  is  contra-indicated  when  the  pulse  is  irregular  and  intermittent, 
and  when  we  suspect  myocarditis  or  pericarditis ;  also  in  intestinal 
haemorrhage  occurring  during  the  later  stage,  in  peritonitis,  and  in  old 
people.  On  the  other  hand,  the  puerperal  state,  pregnancy,  broncho- 
pneumonia, pneumonia,  intestinal  haemorrhages  during  the  first  week, 
and  albuminuria,  are  no  contra -indications  (Chantemesse).  Relapses 
appear,  however,  to  occur  more  frequently  with  the  cold  bath  treatment. 

Brand's  system  of  treatment  is  still  carried  out  by  a  good  many 
medical  men,  especially  on  the  Continent.  Many  physicians,  however,  do 
not  bathe  the  j^atient  unless  the  temperature  reach  103°  or  103 "5°  :  many 
also  advise  the  use  of  water  of  80°  R,  the  temperature  of  which  is  gradually 
lowered  to  70°  or  65°  ;  this  plan  appears  to  have  many  advantages,  but  it 
does  not  give  quite  as  good  results  as  the  stricter  method  of  Brand. 

For  the  five  years  ending  15th  May  1895,  systematic  hydrotherapy 
— the  method  of  Brand  with  certain  minor  modifications — has  been  used 
in  the  Johns  Hopkins  Hospital  at  Baltimore.  Each  patient  receives  a  tub- 
bath  of  twenty  minutes  at  70°  every  third  hour,  if  the  rectal  temperature 
be  at  or  above  1 02  '5°.  Prof.  Osier  (67a)  says :  "Two  advantages  are  claimed 
for  hydrotherapy  in  typhoid  fever — a  mitigation  of  the  general  symptoms 
of  the  disease  and  a  reduction  in  the  mortality.  Our  experience  during 
the  past  five  years  bears  out  these  claims."  Osier  adds  that  the  bene- 
ficial action  is  "  not  so  much  special  and  antipyretic  as  general  tonic  and 
roborant.  The  typhoid  picture  is  not  so  frequently  seen."  About  6  to 
8  per  cent  more  lives  are  saved.  While  continuing  its  use  the  author 
says  that  he  prays  for  a  method  which,  "  while  equally  life-saving,  may 
be,  to  put  it  mildly,  less  disagreeable." 

In  certain  cases  it  is  well  to  place  the  patient  in  a  warm  bath  and 
to  lower  the  temperature  gradually  by  the  addition  of  pieces  of  ice  ;  these 
are  cases  of  threatening  syncope,  or  cases  in  which  the  breathing  is  very 
much  oppressed  from  emphysema  or  laryngeal  complications,  or  in  Avhich 
there  is  profuse  sweating. 

As  the  cold  bath  treatment  is  difficult  to  carry  out  in  private  practice, 
other  modifications  of  applying  cold  to  the  body  have  been  recommended  ; 
such  as  the  wet  pack,  the  ice  pack,  sponging  the  body  with  iced  water,  or 
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with  cold  water  and  vinegar,  placing  a  cradle  over  the  patient  in  which 
buckets  containing  pieces  of  ice  are  suspended  (Fenwick),  or  Leiter's 
tubes,  with  iced  water  running  through  them,  which  are  placed  over 
various  regions  of  the  body,  head,  chest  or  abdomen.  None  of  these  pro- 
cedures, except  perhaps  the  ice  pack,  reduce  the  temperature  so  effectively 
as  the  cold  bath. 

Many  physicians  combine  the  cold  water  treatment  Avith  medicinal 
treatment.  Jurgensen  recommends  the  cold  bath  when  the  temperatui'e 
reaches  104°,  and  gives  quinine.  Liebermeister  gives  calomel  when  the 
patient  is  seen  early ;  he  recommends  a  bath  of  70°  F.  when  the  tem- 
perature in  the  axilla  is  over  102'2°  F..  and  moreover  large  doses  of 
quinine  (20  to  40  grains  in  the  evening).  Bouchard  combines  antiseptic 
treatment  with  the  baths,  but  the  initial  temperature  of  the  bath  is  only 
about  5°  F.  lower  than  the  temperature  of  the  jDatient  and  is  gradually 
reduced  to  85°. 

Partly  as  antipyretic,  but  more  as  hydropathic  treatment,  must  be 
mentioned  the  frolongtcL  immersion  in  a  tank  bath,  recommended  by  Di'. 
James  Barr  of  Liverpool  (5). 

The  temperature  of  the  bath,  which  varies  from  90°  to  98°  F.,  is 
regulated  according  to  the  temperature  of  the  fever  patient,  that  is,  the 
higher  his  temperature  the  lower  the  temperature  of  the  bath  ;  the  patient 
is  kept  in  the  Avater  for  days  (six  to  thirty-one  days),  and  passes  all  his 
discharges  into  the  bath.  Dr.  Barr  claims  all  the  good  effects  produced  by 
the  cold  bath  for  his  immersion  treatment,  which,  on  the  other  hand, 
avoids  the  objections  usually  urged  against  the  cold  bath :  out  of  forty 
cases  treated  by  him  in  this  way  only  one  died. 

In  England,  and  to  some  extent  also  on  the  Continent,  the  cold  water 
treatment  is  principally  confined  to  cases  of  hyperpyrexia,  and  for 
ordinary  cases  of  enteric  fever  one  or  other  of  the  antipyretic  drugs  is 
given  when  the  temperature  reaches  103°  or  103"5°.  Quinine  is  still  much 
used ;  it  should  be  given  in  one  or  two  lai'ge  doses  daily,  and  only  at 
those  times  of  the  day  Avhen  there  is  a  natural  fall  in  the  temperature, 
that  is,  evening  and  forenoon :  the  dose  for  an  adult  should  be  from 
15  to  30  grains,  for  a  child  3-5  grains.  •  Antifebrin  (4-8  grain  doses) 
and  phenacetin  (10-15  grains)  are  now  much  preferred  to  antipyrin 
(10-20  grains),  as  the  latter  may  cause  the  temperature  to  fall  too  rapidly, 
and  induce  symptoms  of  collapse  and  irregularity  of  the  pulse.  Salicy- 
late of  sodium  (15-30  grains)  was  formerly  given  largely  in  enteric 
fever.  At  the  Monsall  Fever  Hospital  some  years  ago  the  late  Dr. 
Tomkins,  then  resident  medical  officer,  tried  salicylate  of  sodium  in  a 
very  large  number  of  cases  •  but  the  depressing  effects,  the  unpleasant 
accidents  (such  as  delirium,  vomiting,  dyspnoea,  etc.),  and  the  tendency  to 
haemorrhage  from  the  intestines  which  it  produced,  made  us  abandon  its 
use.  The  antipyretics,  antipyrin,  antifebrin,  and  phenacetin,  are  given 
when  the  temperature  is  over  103°  F.,  and  repeated  after  some  hours 
when  the  temperature  has  again  risen.  A  combination  of  phenacetin  with 
2-5  grains  of  quinine  is  now  very  much  used.    Apart  from  the  therapeutic 
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effect,  it  must  be  noted  that  a  rapid  fall  of  temperature  after  the  ad- 
ministration of  any  of  these  antipyretics  is  as  a  rule  a  good  prognostic  sign. 
Quite  recently  two  new  antipyretics,  malakin  (44)  and  lactophenin  (90),  have 
been  described,  and  the  action  of  lactophenin  in  typhoid  is  much  praised 
by  V.  Jaksch.  Among  other  drugs  which  were  formerly  preferred,  but 
which  are  now  rarely  applied  as  antipyretics,  are  digitalis  and  veratria. 
Kairin  and  thallin  have  marked  antipyretic  properties,  and  thallin  is  still 
occasionally  used  (78). 

Antiseptic  Treatment. — Of  the  various  antiseptic  remedies  calomel  was 
che  first  to  be  used,  and  is  still  largely  used  by  some  physicians.  It  was 
not  given  in  the  first  instance  on  account  of  its  antiseptic  properties,  but 
because  under  its  use  the  duration  of  the  fever  seemed  to  be  lessened,  and 
its  course  to  be  milder.  Of  its  antiseptic  virtue  there  can  be  no  doubt,  and 
experimental  investigations  have  shown  that  it  readily  kills  bacteria,  that 
it  prevents  butyric  acid  fermentation, — a  fermentation  brought  about  by 
micro-organisms, — that  it  checks  the  formation  of  products  of  decomposi- 
tion usually  found  in  the  digestive  tract  (indol,  skatol),  and  that  it  does 
not  interfere  with  the  action  of  the  unorganised  ferments  of  the  saliva, 
gastric  and  pancreatic  juices  (AVassiljeff). 

Perchloride  of  Mercury  {\  to  1  drachm  of  the  solution  of  perchloride 
of  mercury,  with  1  or  2  grains  of  quinine,  given  every  four  hours  for 
several  days)  has  been  highly  recommended  by  Sir  W.  Broadl^ent ; 
especially  when  the  motions  are  very  ofiensive  and  accompanied  by  much 
gas,  the  abdomen  much  distended,  and  the  fever  high.  Calomel  or 
perchloride  of  mercury  is  only  to  be  given  for  a  few  days ;  but 
Avithin  the  last  few  years  more  thorough  antiseptic  treatment  has  been 
advised,  and  numerous  drugs  have  been  recommended,  not  so  much  Avith 
the  object  of  checking  the  action  of  the  typhoid  bacilli  Avhich  have 
already  passed  the  intestines  and  reached  internal  organs,  as  Avith  that  of 
acting  on  any  toxins  as  yet  unabsorbed,  and  particularly  of  checking 
fermentation  and  the  action  of  the  numerous  micro-organisms  found  in 
the  alimentary  canal,  the  growth  and  development  of  which  are  faA^oured 
by  the  pi'esence  of  the  typhoid  bacillus,  and  the  j^roducts  of  Avhich  may 
be  absorbed  through  the  ulcerated  surface  of  the  intestines. 

One  effect  of  the  antiseptic  treatment  Avhich  is  often  apparent  is  that 
the  dejections  become  less  offensive,  sometimes  quite  odourless ;  bacterio- 
logical examination  of  the  faeces,  however,  shoAvs  that  they  still  contain 
a  very  large  amount  of  living  micro-organisms.  Diarrhoea  is  often 
diminished,  the  temperature  reduced,  and  some  of  the  graA'er  nervous 
symptoms  are  said  to  be  prevented.  Whilst  some  speak  very  highly 
of  the  effects  of  the  antiseptic  treatment,  and  record  a  very  Ioav  mortality, 
others  have  seen  but  little  benefit  from  the  treatment.  My  OAvn  experi- 
ence from  a  number  of  cases  in  which  the  various  antiseptics  have 
been  tried  makes  me  think  Avell  of  this  treatment,  though  it  is  certainly 
inferior  to  the  cold  Avater  treatment. 

Of  the  various  antiseptics  Avhich  have  been  recommended  Ave  may 
mention — 
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/3  Naphthol  is  given  either  alone  in  powders  or  capsules  (5-10  grains 
every  four  hours),  or  mixed  with  salicylate  of  bismuth.  150  grains  of 
P  naphthol  are  mixed  with  75  grains  of  salicylate  of  bismuth  and 
divided  into  thirty  powders.  From  three  to  twelve  of  these  are  given  in 
the  twenty-four  hours.  Teissier  recommends  besides,  that  four  enemata 
with  cold  water  be  given  daily  to  aid  diuresis,  and  one  enema  containing 
15  grains  of  quinine  and  an  infusion  of  valerian  (3.3).  In  cases  in  which 
constipation  exists,  salicylate  of  magnesium  (50-100  grains  daily)  has  been 
recommended. 

Salicylate  of  Quinine  I  have  often  given  (10-15  grains)  with  good  effect. 

Salol  (40-60  grains  in  tAventy-four  hours)  has  come  much  into 
use  of  late.  It  is  usually  Avell  borne,  produces  in  these  doses  no  toxic 
effects,  deodorises  the  stool,  and  often  relieves  flatulence  and  tympanites. 

Betol,  or  salicylate  of  naphthol,  naphthalin,  and  benzoate  of  naph- 
thol, or  benzo-naphthol,  have  been  highly  spoken  of  by  French  observers. 
Hydronaphthol  was  recommended  by  Clarke ;  magnesium  benzoate  by 
Klebs  ;  dermatol  (17)  by  other  observers. 

Carbolic  Acid. — -2^-3  grains  in  keratin  pills,  or  in  the  following  mixture 
(14),  Acid  carbolic  liquefact.  (Calvert)  l\xij.,  Tr.  iodi.  (B.  P.)  Tll_xvj.,  Tr. 
aurant.  3iss.,  Syrup  simpl.  3iij.,  Aquge  Sviij.  ;  5].  may  be  given  every  four 
hours  for  the  first  fourteen  days,  or  till  the  urgent  symptoms  yield, 
and  then  three  times  a  day  (Moore),  or  creasote  may  be  used,  in  pills  or 
capsules,  1  to  2  minims;  or  paracreasotic  acid  (51). 

Turpentine  acts  both  as  an  antiseptic  and  as  a  stimulant,  it  checks 
tympanites,  and  is  especially  to  be  recommended  in  haemorrhage.  It 
must  be  given  cautiously  if  nephritis  be  present.  A  dose  of  5- 1 5  minims 
given  in  capsules,  or  emulsified  with  yolk  of  eggs,  I  have  often  found 
well  borne,  or  a  mixture  of  the  same  with  spirit  of  nitrous  ether  and 
spirit  of  chloroform  (Moore). 

Chlorine  is  highly  recommended  by  Burney  Yeo.  Into  a  twelve- 
ounce  bottle  put  30  grains  of  powdered  potassium  chlorate,  and  pour  on  it 
40  minims  of  strong  hydrochloric  acid.  Chlorine  gas  is  at  once  liberated. 
Fit  a  cork  into  the  mouth  of  the  bottle,  and  keep  it  closed  till  it  has 
become  filled  with  the  greenish  yellow  gas.  Then  pour  water  into  the 
bottle,  little  by  little,  closing  the  bottle,  and  well  shaking  at  each  addi- 
tion, until  the  bottle  is  filled.  To  12  oz.  of  this  solution  24-36  grains  of 
cjuinine  are  added,  and  1  oz.  of  syrup  of  orange-peel.  Dose,  1  oz.  every 
two,  three,  or  four  hours,  according  to  the  severity  of  the  case. 

Camphor  is  recommended  by  Janeway ;  Thymol  has  been  also  used 
(89). 

Chloroform  may  be  given  internally,  1  part  of  chloroform  in  150  of 
water  (84,  98).    Chloroform  rapidly  destroys  typhoid  bacilli. 

Quinine  must  also  be  grouped  with  the  antiseptic  remedies. 

Besides  the  antiseptic  treatment  of  enteric  fever  we  have  yet  to 
mention  the  administration  of  potassium  iodide,  which  Avas  very  much  in 
vogue  on  the  Continent,  as  a  remedy  throughout  the  fever  period,  and  is 
spoken  of  very  highly  ;  also  the  administration  of  large  quantities  of  water 
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by  the  mouth  (74),  or  in  the  form  of  enemata :  Cantario  recommended 
large  enemata  of  cold  water  and  gallic  acid  (5  to  100  of  water). 

The  antitoxin  treatment,  successfully  applied  in  diphtheria  and 
tetanus,  finds  as  yet  no  place  in  the  treatment  of  enteric  fever.  E. 
Frankel  (28)  in  more  than  fifty  jmtients  suffering  from  enteric  fever 
used  subcutaneous  injections  of  sterilised,  attenuated  cultures  of  typhoid 
bacilli,  grown  on  beef -tea  made  from  thymus  gland;  the  injections 
which  produced  a  distinct  reaction  were  repeated  several  times.  Frankel 
states  that  the  treatment  shortened  the  duration  of  the  fever,  and  altered 
the  continued  into  a  remittent  form.  This  treatment  can  scarcely  be 
looked  upon  as  a  specific  treatment,  for  Rumpf  obtained  results 
similar  to  Frankel's  by  using  the  products  of  other  bacteria,  such  as 
the  bac.  pyocyaneus.  Local  hsemorrhagic  infiltration  round  the  typhoid 
ulcers,  the  probable  result  of  this  treatment,  has  been  noted  by  Kraus 
and  Baswell. 

Treatment  of  special  symptoms  and  complications. — I  can  only  refer  here 
to  a  few  of  the  more  important. 

Hyperpyrexia. — All  authors  are  agreed  that  there  is  but  one  jjlan  of 
treatment  for  this  event,  namely,  the  cold  bath.  Where  this  is  inaijpli- 
cable,  the  ice-pack  or  cloths  wrung  out  in  iced  water  are  to  be  applied  to 
the  limbs  and  trunk  of  the  body,  the  cloths  to  be  repeatedly  changed 
till  the  temperature  of  the  body  is  sufficiently  reduced.  At  the  same 
time  large  doses  of  quinine,  30-40  grains,  may  be  given.  This  plan  I  found 
successful  in  two  cases  in  which  the  temperature  had  reached  106 "5^  and 
107°  respectively. 

For  the  adynamic  form  of  fever  subcutaneous  injections  of  ether, 
caffein  (subcutaneously  or  by  the  mouth,  1-3  grains),  musk,  or  camphor 
may  be  used. 

In  the  petechial  form  large  doses  of  quinine,  perchloride  of  iron,  and 
lime  juice  are  prescribed. 

Constipation. — Constipation  lasting  only  a  few  days,  and  not  accom- 
panied by  much  tympanites  and  flatulency,  need  not  be  treated  medicin- 
ally ;  an  admixture  of  beef-tea  and  milk  diet  may  be  tried.  If  the 
constipation  be  more  obstinate,  glycerine  enemata  or  cold  water  enemata 
may  be  given  ;  should  these  produce  little  effect,  and  the  constipation 
have  gone  on  for  five  days  or  more,  small  closes  of  castor  oil  (one  to  two 
teaspoonfuls  in  milk)  may  be  given,  and  repeated  after  some  hours  if 
necessary. 

Profuse  Diarrlma. — This  may  have  to  be  treated  if  the  alvine  dis- 
charges amount  to  more  than  eight  in  the  twenty-four  hours,  and  if  the 
patient  is  thereby  rendered  weak  and  exhausted.  A  starch  enema,  to 
which  20-30  drops  of  laudanum  are  added,  often  suffices  to  keeja  the 
diari'hoea  within  bounds ;  it  causes  diminished  peristalsis  in  the  large 
intestines,  and  often  the  diarrhoea  is  due  more  to  a  catarrh  of  the  large 
bowel  than  to  the  ulcerated  state  of  the  small  intestines.  Nitrate  of 
bismuth,  salicylate  of  bismuth,  and  mistura  cretse  are  equally  efficacious  ; 
but  if  they  fail  one  need  not  hesitate  to  give  opium,  either  alone  or  in 
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combination  with  acid  (sulphuric  acid  preferred),  or  with  acetate  of  lead 
or  sulphate  of  copper.  There  is  no  objection  to  giving  the  opium  with 
the  lead  or  copper  salt  in  the  form  of  a  pill ;  but  it  is  better,  perhaps, 
to  give  it  in  fluid  form,  so  as  to  avoid  mechanical  irritation  of  the 
ulcerated  surface  in  case  the  pill  should  not  dissolve  before  it  reach  the 
affected  part.  As  I  have  said,  antiseptics,  such  as  /3  naphthol,  often 
subdue  the  diarrhoea  quickly. 

Persistent  Vomiting. — Food  should  be  given  in  small  quantities  and  often. 
Milk  and  lime  water  or  Benger's  food  may  be  tried,  or  some  of  the  pre- 
pared foods,  or  cold  meat  juice  with  acid.  Bismuth  in  powder  (10  grains) 
with  cocaine  hydrochlor.  (gr.  \),  given  three  to  four  times  daily,  I  have 
often  found  very  efficacious.  A  sinapism  to  the  epigastrium  may  also  be 
applied.    Ingluvin  in  5  grain  doses  has  been  recommended. 

Pain  in  the  abdomen  may  be  relieved  either  by  cold  or  hot  applica- 
tions to  the  abdomen.  The  latter,  either  as  fomentations  or  poultices, 
are  highly  spoken  of  by  some  English  observers. 

Tympanites. — Often  a  troublesome  symptom.  Enemata  with  turpen- 
tine or  tincture  of  valerian  often  give  decided  relief.  Turpentine  may 
be  given  internally  in  capsules  of  10  minims.  If  there  be  much  flatulence, 
carbolic  acid,  or  creasote  or  sulphocarbolate  of  soda  (15  grains)  may  be 
tried.  The  application  of  ice  to  the  surface  of  the  abdomen  is  highly 
recommended  by  Cayley.  If  the  tympanites  do  not  yield  to  any  of  these 
drugs,  the  introduction  of  a  long  tube  may  give  passage  to  much  flatus  ; 
but  this  operation  has  to  be  repeated,  as  its  effects  are  often  very 
tempoi'ary. 

Hcemorrlmge  from  the  Bowels. — We  have  already  spoken  of  the  gravity 
of  intestinal  haemorrhage  when  it  occurs  after  the  first  week,  and  when 
it  is  profuse.  The  patient  must  be  kept  quiet  in  the  recumbent  posture, 
and  a  small  dose  of  morphia  {\  grain)  should  be  injected  at  once.  Ice 
shoTild  be  applied  to  the  abdomen  (the  ice  may  be  placed  between  flannel, 
or  small  pieces  of  ice  may  be  placed  in  a  kind  of  square  dish  made  out 
of  a  piece  of  mackintosh).  The  patient  should  suck  small  pieces  of 
ice,  and  all  his  food  should  be  iced.  Milk  should  be  stopped,  or  given 
with  carbonate  of  soda,  or  in  the  form  of  alum  whey,  that  is,  mixed  with 
finely  powdered  alum  and  the  curds  separated  from  the  serum  (21a). 
Ergot  was  formerly  in  general  favour,  but  has  fewer  advocates  now ;  it  is 
best  given  as  a  subcutaneous  injection  of  ergotin— 1  to  3  grains.  Of 
much  more  service  are  large  doses  of  acetate  of  lead,  given  every  two  to 
three  hours,  or  gallic  acid  and  opium.  Turpentine  in  10  minim  capsules 
(1  drachm  given  two  to  three  times  a  day)  has  given  me  by  far  the  best 
results.  It  is  also  contained  in  the  mixture  recommended  by  Murchison. 
(Acidi  tannici  gr.  x.,  Tinct.  opii  Tl\^x.,  Spirit,  terebinthini  H]_xv.,  Mucilag. 
3ij.,  Tinct.  chloroform,  co.  TT(_xv.,  Aquam  menth.  pip.  ad  5j. ;  this  dose  to 
be  taken  every  two  hours.)  Ice-water  injections  have  also  been  tried 
with  success.    Opium  enemata  are  to  be  recommended. 

The  profound  anamia  which  accompanies  or  follows  profuse  hsemor- 
rhage  is  best  treated  by  subcutaneous  injections  of  ether,  and  if  the 
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pulse  become  very  frequent  and  small,  a  large  quantity  of  normal  salt  solu- 
tion is  to  be  injected  into  the  subcutaneous  tissue.  The  salt  solution  is 
contained  in  a  tin  or  glass  vessel  held  or  suspended  at  some  height  from 
the  patient,  and  connected  by  means  of  an  indiai-ubber  tube  with  a  fine 
aspirating  needle ;  this  is  inserted  into  the  skin  below  the  scapula, 
where  the  subcutaneous  tissue  is  loose.  As  the  salt  water  flows  into  the 
tissue  under  a  high  pressure,  a  large  quantity,  half  a  pint  or  more,  can 
thus  be  easily  injected.  The  operation  can  be  rejaeated  on  the  other  side 
after  a  little  time.  A  very  marked  improvement  follows  the  injection, 
though  too  often  it  is  but  temporary. 

In  peritonitis,  whether  due  to  extension  of  inflammation  or  to  per- 
foration, large  doses  of  opium  are  given  and  poultices  applied  locally ; 
if  accompanied  with  symptoms  of  collapse  alcoholic  stimulants  should 
be  given  freely,  ether  injected,  and  heat  applied  to  feet  and  legs. 

As  perforation  is  almost  always  fatal,  and  the  medicinal  treatment  of 
little  value,  surgical  interference  (that  is,  laparotomy,  washing  out  of  the 
peritoneal  cavity,  suturing  the  intestines,  or  the  establishment  of  an  artifi- 
cial anus)  has  been  suggested.  Van  Hook  (43)  records  one  recovery  out 
of  four  cases  in  which  he  operated.  When  he  wrote,  nineteen  laparo- 
tomies with  four  recoveries  were  recorded.  It  is  very  difficult  to 
give  the  indications  which  render  an  operation  likely  to  be  successful. 
Those  cases  in  Avhich  there  is  no  great  collapse,  or  in  which  the  collapse 
and  the  more  acute  s3'mptoms  have  passed  off',  but  all  the  signs 
of  peritonitis  with  exudation  exist,  appear  the  most  favourable  for 
operative  interference. 

Some  of  the  various  symptoms  may  require  special  treatment : 

Persistent  Insomnia. — Sulphonal  or  trional  in  15-25  grain  doses  rarely 
has  much  eff'ect.  Chloral  and  bromide  act  better,  but  should  not  be 
given  if  heart's  action  is  weak ;  small  doses  of  morphia  may  often  be 
given  with  advantage,  and  without  producing  any  ill  effects ;  or 
paraldehyde. 

In  Delirium. — Ice  to  the  head,  a  sinapism  to  the  back  of  the  head, 
and  morphia  with  quinine ;  if  of  low  muttering  character,  stimulants  may 
be  given. 

Delirium  tremens  is  best  treated  by  large  doses  of  paraldehyde,  and 
occasionally  morphia  may  be  necessary. 

JVeakness  of  the  heart's  action,  indicated  by  the  pulse,  and  due  to 
change  in  the  myocardium  or  to  general  prostration,  is  best  treated 
by  digitalis,  ether,  citrate  of  caff'ein,  and  by  subcutaneous  injections 
of  strychnia  {-^  of  a  grain).  Digitalis  may  also  be  given  with  ad- 
vantage in  the  form  of  digitalin  subcutaneously,  or  in  granules,  but  its 
effects  on  the  pulse  must  be  watched.  Ziemmsen  recommends  sub- 
cutaneous injections  of  camphor  dissolved  in  olive  oil  (camphor  1  gramme, 
olive  oil  5  grammes). 

In  acute  dilatation  of  the  heart,  if  it  occur  in  plethoric  subjects,  and 
especially  if  associated  with  pulmonary  complications,  cyanosis,  and 
marked  distension  of  the  veins,  venesection  may  be  resorted  to. 
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Bed-sores. — These  can  be  prevented  by  proper  attention  to  the  patient, 
as  I  have  already  said.  The  nurses  should  be  able  to  lift  the  patient 
easily,  he  must  not  remain  a  moment  wet  or  soiled,  the  buttocks  must 
be  washed  (if  danger  threaten)  once  or  twice  a  day  with  warm  soap 
and  water,  and  the  skin  disinfected  with  boracic  acid  and  lanoline 
or  other  means.  If  the  skin  become  rough,  reddened,  or  show 
slight  abrasions,  the  part  may  be  washed  with  boracic  acid  solution 
or  weak  perchloride  of  mercury  solution,  and  some  ointment,  such 
as  zinc  or  boracic  acid  ointment,  or  iodoform  powder,  may  be 
applied  to  the  abraded  part.  If  a  slough  have  formed,  antiseptic 
and  stimulating  dressings,  such  as  carbolic  acid  (1  in  40),  or  com- 
pound tincture  of  benzoin,  or  balsam  of  Peru,  are  required.  Over  the 
lint,  which  ought  to  fit  exactly  into  the  ulcer,  a  piece  of  gutta-percha 
tissue  is  applied,  and  outside  this  again  some  folds  of  lint,  and  the  whole 
fixed  by  a  strip  of  diachylon  plaster.  When  the  slough  is  large  it  is 
best  to  dust  it  over  with  iodoform,  or  iodol,  or  aristol ;  this  is  covered 
by  gutta-percha  tissue,  and  over  this  lint  dipped  in  an  antiseptic  or 
stimulating  lotion  is  placed.  The  best  preventive  against  bed-sores  is  to 
warn  the  head  nurse  that  she  will  be  superseded  if  they  occur.  [See 
article  on  "  Nursing."] 

It  would  be  beyond  the  scope  of  this  article  to  speak  of  the  treat- 
ment of  the  many  complications  and  sequelae  of  enteric  fever,  such 
as  pneumonia,  pleurisy,  nephritis,  etc.,  as  these  subjects  will  be  dealt  with 
in  the  several  articles  on  these  affections. 

Treatment  during  Convalescence. — Considering  the  nature  of  the  lesion  in 
enteric  fever,  and  that  the  healing  process  can  be  l^ut  slow,  the  patient's 
progress  during  convalescence  should  be  most  carefully  watched,  and  strict 
injunctions  given  as  to  rest,  diet,  and  general  management. 

The  temperature  should  still  be  taken  for  a  fortnight,  so  as  to  judge 
of  the  progress  of  the  case  or  foretell  an  impending  relapse.  The  patient 
should  keep  to  his  bed  for  some  days  after  the  subsidence  of  the  fever 
and  till  he  feels  sufficiently  strong  to  get  up ;  if  there  have  been  any 
heart  symptoms  he  should  keep  to  the  recumbent  posture  even  longer. 
Usually  we  may  allow  the  patient  to  sit  up  for  a  short  time  about  a  week 
after  convalescence  has  begun. 

With  the  beginning  of  convalescence  the  stimulant  should  be  at  once 
reduced,  and  in  young  subjects  may  soon  be  stopped  altogether.  The 
diet  for  eight  to  ten  days  should  still  be  chiefly  of  milk ;  soft  boiled  eggs 
may  be  allowed,  and  soups,  milk  puddings,  and  custards  :  if  the  diarrhoea 
continue  during  convalescence,  even  a  longer  peiiod — about  a  fortnight — 
must  elapse  before  the  patient  is  allowed  solid  food ;  and  then  he  should 
only  be  allowed  to  eat  at  first  fish  (whiting,  sole),  then  such  light 
food  as  chicken,  pigeon,  sweet-bread,  tripe,  before  reaching  beef  and 
mutton.  Stale  bread  or  biscuits,  and  a  small  amount  of  vegetables 
(rice,  mashed  potato),  and  stewed  fruit  may  be  allowed  with  the  solid 
food.  Drugs  are  rarely  necessary  during  convalescence.  If  diarrhoea 
persist,  bismuth,  opium  and  lead  may  be  given ;  if,  on  the  other  hand, 
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constipation  occur,  cold  water  taken  in  the  morning  fasting,  or  a  cold 
infusion  of  senna-pods,  or  stewed  fruit,  will  often  overcome  it :  if  these 
be  insufficient,  mild  laxatives  (Hunyadi  Janos,  Carlsbad  salts,  etc.)  should 
be  administered.  When  the  patient's  recovery  is  very  slow,  and  he  suffers 
much  from  anaemia  and  weakness,  the  mineral  acids,  with  quinine  or  nux 
vomica,  may  be  given,  followed  by  mild  iron  preparations.  Change 
of  air  materially  helps  to  complete  the  convalescence,  but  the  patient 
should  not  leave  his  home  for  a  month  after  the  subsidence  of  the  fever 
lest  a  relapse  occm-. 

Prophylaxis  of  Enteric  Fever. — Knowing  the  cause  of  enteric  fever,  the 
vehicles  which  convey  it,  and  the  factors  which  aid  in  its  development, 
much  can  be  done,  and  a  good  deal  has  been  done,  (1)  to  checlc  outbreaks  of 
enteric  fever,  and  (2)  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease. 

With  the  first  of  these  two  propositions  sanitary  science  has  occu- 
pied itself  for  many  years  and  with  very  good  results  ;  many  of  the 
epidemics  have  been  traced  to  a  contaminated  water  or  milk  supply. 
Defective  drainage  and  impure  water  may  play  an  important  part  in  the 
production  of  enteric  fever,  but,  as  explained  in  the  chapter  on  Etiology, 
they  chiefly  act  by  preparing,  as  it  were,  a  favourable  soil  for  the 
growth  and  development  of  the  specific  bacillus,  and  by  rendering  the  body 
less  resistant  to  its  action.  When  enteric  fever  breaks  out,  it  is  advis- 
able to  boil  drinking-water  and  milk,  and  to  skin  fruit  before  eating 
it.  As  in  many  places  on  the  Continent  the  sanitary  arrangements 
as  to  drainage  and  water-supply  are  still  far  from  satisfactory  ;  and  as 
travellers  and  new  residents  are  more  apt  to  be  attacked  with  enteric 
fever  in  places  where  enteric  fever  is  endemic,  than  the  inhabitants 
of  the  district,  who  appear  to  acquire  immunity  from  it,  it  is  well  that 
travellers  to  continental  towns  should  abstain  from  drinking  water  and 
unboiled  milk,  and  when  eating  raw  fruit  should  remove  the  skin  of  the 
fruit. 

To  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease,  when  it  occurs  in  an  endemic  form, 
from  the  patient  to  those  who  come  in  contact  with  him,  is  no  difficult 
matter  if  proper'  care  be  taken ;  for  it  is  well  established  that  the  ftecal 
discharges  and  perhaps  the  urine  are  the  only  excretions  which  contain 
the  active  agent.  Sputum,  if  there  be  any,  should  also  be  disinfected. 
The  following  measures  should  be  adopted  :  the  dejections  (both  urine  and 
faeces)  are  to  be  received  into  a  bed-pan  containing  a  strong  disinfectant 
(1-20  carbolic  acid),  and  a  sufficiently  large  quantity  of  the  disinfectant 
is  to  be  added  to  the  discharge  and  well  mixed  with  it.  The  nates  must 
be  well  cleaned  with  paper,  or  with  linen  moistened  with  dilute  car- 
bolic acid  ;  this  refuse  is  burnt  or  added  to  the  contents  of  the  bed-pan. 
The  bed-linen,  blanket,  and  body-linen  of  the  patient  should  lie  changed 
at  once  when  soiled  ;  they  should  be  placed  in  a  sheet  soaked  in  carbolic 
acid  (1  in  40),  and  afterwards  kept  for  some  hours  in  carbolic  acid  solu- 
tion of  the  same  strength  :  before  they  are  sent  to  the  laundry  they  should 
be  well  boiled.  The  feeding  utensils  are  to  be  cleaned  in  dilute  carbolic 
acid,  and  afterwards  with  boiling  water.    The  nurse,  after  attending  to 
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the  alvine  discharges  or  changing  the  linen,  and  always  before  she  takes 
her  meals,  should  wash  her  hands  in  corrosive  sul^limate  solution  (1  to 
1000).  Every  precaution  should  be  taken  after  the  death  of  a  patient 
as  regards  the  bed-clothing,  sheets,  etc.  Mattresses,  jjillows  and  clothes 
should  be  sent  to  a  disinfecting  oven,  when  this  is  feasiljle. 

Instead  of  carbolic  acid  as  a  disinfectant  some  use  strong  commercial 
hydrochloric  acid  or  corrosive  sublimate.  Chloride  of  lime  is  an  excellent 
disinfectant  which  quickly  destroys  typhoid  bacilli,  and  it  may  be  used  to 
disinfect  the  fteces. . 

If  there  be  any  expectoration  the  sputa  are  to  be  dealt  with  in  like 
manner. 

Julius  Dreschfeld. 
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APPENDIX 

Table  I. — Annual  Mortality  from  Fever  per  Million  Persons  living. 


England. 

London. 

Period. 

Typhus.  1 

Enteric.  | 

Ill-deflned. 

Typhus.  1 

Enteric,  j 

Ill-defined. 

1S3S 

1228 

1S39 

1010 

1840 

1089 

1S41 

932 

1S42 

1004 

620 

1S43 

1075 

1S44 

849 

1845 

641 

1846 

873 

1847 

1807 

1474 

1848 

1266 

1647 

1849 

1044 

1125 

1850 

S65 

875 

1851 

997 

1000 

1852 

1022 

901 

1853 

1008 

1064 

1854 

1015 

1125 

1855 

875 

966 

1S56 

847 

1045 

1857 

988 

833 

1858 

918 

716 

1859 

806 

675 

1860 

652 

531 

1861 

767 

656 

1862 

919 

1284 

1863 

874 

988 

1864 

960 

1278 

1865 

1089 

1074 

1866 

986 

884 

1867 

778 

708 

1S6S 

895 

786 

1869 

193 

390 

239 

f 

225 

337 

194 

1870 

147 

388 

233 

147 

303 

177 

1871 

121 

371 

186 

118 

267 

133 

1872 

80 

377 

145 

52 

242 

97 

1873 

70 

376 

132 

82 

269 

96 

1874 

74 

374 

130 

9-1 

256 

98 

1875 

62 

371 

108 

37 

235 

78 

1876 

48 

309 

81 

45 

217 

57 

1877 

45 

279 

78 

44 

251 

54 

1878 

36 

306 

71 

41 

283 

54 

1879 

21 

231 

58 

19 

229 

43 

1880 

21 

261 

58 

20 

186 

35 

1881 

21 

212 

44 

24 

254 

35 

1SS2 

36 

229 

39 

14 

252 

24 

1883 

33 

228 

30 

14 

247 

26 

1884 

12 

236 

28 

8 

284 

20 

1885 

12 

175 

24 

7 

150 

20 

1886 

9 

184 

22 

3 

154 

18 

1887 

8 

185 

18 

5 

151 

11 

1888 

6 

172 

15 

2 

169 

9 

1889 

5 

176 

15 

4 

130 

10 

1890 

5 

179 

13 

2 

146 

9 

isni 

5 

168 

11 

3 

132 

10 

1892 

3 

137 

8 

3 

102 

5 
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Table  II. — Death-rate  from  Enteric  Fever  per  1,000,000. 


Tear. 

England. 

London. 

Manchester.! 

1871 

371 

267 

450 

1872 

377 

242 

400 

1873 

376 

269 

460 

1874 

374 

256 

390 

1875 

371 

235 

440 

1876 

309 

217 

420 

1877 

279 

251 

290 

1878 

306 

283 

310 

1879 

231 

229 

180 

1880 

261 

186 

260 

1881 

212 

254 

170 

1882 

229 

252 

250 

188.3 

228 

247 

200 

1884 

236 

234 

190 

1885 

175 

150 

170 

1886 

184 

154 

290 

1887 

185 

151 

310 

1888 

172 

169 

330 

1889 

176 

130 

310 

-  1890 

179 

146 

270 

1891 

168 

132 

370 

1892 

137 

102 

240 

1893 

161 

250 

1  The  rates  for  the  years  previous  to  1891  are  for  the  Township  of  Manchester,  and  the 
Unions  of  Chorlton  and  Prestwich,  whicli  have  been  taken  to  approximately  represent 
"  Manchester." 
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Table  III. — Enteric  Fever  :  Monsall  Fever  Hospital, 


26i/t  August  1884  to  25th  August  1894. 


Males. 

Females. 

Males  and  Females. 

Admitted. 

1);. 

Per 
cent. 

Admitted. 

Died. 

Per 
cent. 

Admitted. 

Died. 

Per 
cent 

Under 
5  years. 

39 

2 

5-13 

31 

5 

16-13 

70 

7 

10-00 

5  years 

and 
under  10. 

151 

moribund  1 
152 

8 
1 

9 

5-29 
5-92 

151 

9 

5-96 

302 

moribund  1 
303 

17 
1 

IS 

5-62 
5-94 

lU  years 

and 
under  15. 

200 

moribund  4 
204 

15 
4 

19 

7-50 
9-31 

moribund 

183 
1 

184 

17 
1 

IS 

9-29 
9-78 

383 

moribund  5 
388 

32 
5 

37 

8-  35 

9-  53 

15  years 
and 

274 

moribund  4 

38 
4 

13-86 

moribund 

150 
1 

29 
1 

19-33 

424 

moribund  5 

67 
5 

15-80 

under  20. 

278 

42 

15-10 

151 

30 

19-86 

429 

72 

16-78 

20  years 
and 

224 

moribund  5 

41 
5 

18-30 

moribund 

128 
1 

19 
1 

14-84 

352 

moribund  6 

60 
6 

17-04 

under  25. 

229 

46 

20-08 

129 

20 

15-50 

358 

66 

18-43 

25  years 
and 

144 

moribund  1 

40 
1 

27-77 

moribund 

98 
5 

18 
5 

18-36 

242 

moribund  6 

58 
6 

23-96 

under  30. 

145 

41 

28-27 

103 

23 

22-33 

248 

64 

25 -SO 

30  years 
and 

lis 

34 
5 

28-81 

moribund 

2 

18 
2 

23-37 

195 

iTirii"iV»tTnr"l  S 

52 

26-66 

under  40. 

124 

40 

32-25 

79 

20 

25-31 

203 

60 

29-55 

40  years 

39 

moribund  3 

13 
3 

33-33 

moribund 

40 
3 

14 
3 

35-00 

79 

moribund  6 

27 
6 

34-17 

under  50. 

42 

16 

38-09 

43 

17 

39-53 

85  ■ 

33 

38-82 

50  years 

and 
under  60. 

3 

1 

33-33 

11 

3 

27-27 

14 

4 

28-57 

Over  60. 

1 

2 

3 

All  Ages. 

1193 

moribund  24 

192 
24 

16-07 

moribund 

871 
13 

132 
13 

15-15 

2064 

moribund  37 

324 
37 

15-09 

1217 


216 

17-74 

884 

145 

16-40 

2101 

361 

17-18 
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CHOLERA  ASIATICA 

Nomenelatupe. — The  Hippocratic  term  cholera  was  originally  employed 
to  indicate  bilious  diarrhoea.  It  has  come,  in  course  of  time,  to  be  ap- 
plied to  any  violent  intestinal  flux ;  such  adjectives  as  simplex,  biliosa, 
nostras,  infantilis,  serosa,  spastica,  perniciosa,  epidemica,  etc.,  being  used 
to  distinguish  varieties.  The  qualifying  adjective  commonly  added  to 
the  word  cholera,  in  order  to  denote  the  disease  which  is  the  subject  of 
this  article,  is  founded  on  the  circumstance  that  in  some  parts  of  Asia — , 
or,  more  strictly,  of  India — it  is  perennially  present ;  and  that,  when  it 
makes  its  appearance  in  other  countries  and  continents,  it  can  always  be 
traced  back  to  its  Asiatic  birthplace  and  home.  It  is  by  this  geographical 
title  that  serous,  spasmodic,  pernicious,  epidemic  cholera  is  known  in  all 
the  languages  of  Europe.  In  India  it  is  usually  denominated  by  the 
vernacular  term  haiza  (Hindostanee) ;  other  Eastern  names  are  Enerum 
Vandee  (Tamil),  Ookal  Julab  (Deccan),  Vantee  (Telegoo),  Duba  (Arabic), 
Ho-louan  (Chinese),  Visuchika  (Sanscrit). 

Definition.  —  Cholera  Asiatica  may  be  defined  as  "  a  specific  and 
communicable  disease,  probably  due  to  a  specific  organism,  prevailing 
endemically  in  some  parts  of  India,  and  from  time  to  time  diffused 
epidemically  throughout  the  world ;  it  is  characterised  by  violent  vomit- 
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ing,  purging,  cramps,  collapse,  and  suppression  of  urine,  followed  by 
febrile  reaction ;  case  mortality  about  50  per  cent." 

History  and  Geography. — The  authentic  history  of  Asiatic  cholera 
dates  from  the  year  1817,  when  it  broke  out  violently  in  Lower  Bengal, 
and  became  the  subject  of  close  and  exact  observation.  There  is  every 
reason  to  believe  that  previous  to  that  date  the  disease  prevailed  in 
India,  and  spread  at  intervals  throughout  Asia  as  it  does  now ;  but  it  is 
very  doubtful  whether  it  overstepped  Asiatic  limits.  Certain  passages 
in  Sanscrit,  Chinese,  Arabic,  and  Greek  medical  literature  have  been 
supposed  to  refer  to  it ;  but  the  descriptions  of  all  writers  before 
owx  own  century  are  vague,  and  vary  as  the  colliquative,  spasmodic, 
febrile,  or  prostrating  features  of  the  malady  chiefly  arrested  attention. 
CuUen,  for  example,  placed  the  disease  among  spasmodic  neuroses,  and 
it  cannot  excite  surprise  that  physicians  less  learned  and  accurate  than 
he  should  have  seized  upon  partial  aspects  of  it  to  name,  class,  and 
describe  it,  thus  creating  difficulties  of  identification.  It  seems  cer- 
tain, however,  that  Portuguese,  Dutch  and  English  physicians  found 
the  disease  prevailing  in  India  and  its  dependencies  in  the  fifteenth, 
sixteenth,  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  centuries ;  and  when  the  outbreak 
of  1817  occurred  it  was  recognised  as  a  severe  manifestation  of  a  familiar 
scourge.  Since  1817  Asiatic  cholera  has  been  watched  with  keen 
interest  wherever  it  has  prevailed ;  and  the  facts  relating  to  its  prevalence 
in  India  and  elsewhere  have  been  recorded  with  great  minuteness  and 
care.  Voluminous  as  these  records  are,  the  story  of  cholera  is  a  very 
simple  and  singularly  interesting  one.  It  presents  the  pictures  of  a 
deadly  disease  prevailing  perennially  in  certain  parts  of  India,  which 
have  been  recognised  as  its  home  or  field  of  endemic  lodgment,  where  it 
Avaxes  and  wanes,  but  never  altogether  disappears ;  and  of  a  dread 
epidemic  taking  its  departure  from  its  endemic  habitat,  after  a  re- 
crudescence of  more  than  usual  severity,  and  diffusing  itself  along  the 
ordinary  routes  of  commerce  and  pilgrimage  throughout  the  inhabited 
world.  The  history  of  cholera  is  thus  a  tale  of  repeated  invasions,  pre- 
senting a  remarkable  similarity.  It  is  not  easy  to  define  with  exactitude 
the  endemic  centre  from  which  these  invasions  have  proceeded  :  some 
authorities  assert  that  there  are  several  such  centres  in  India ;  the 
principal  one  is  undoubtedly  the  delta  of  the  Ganges  and  the  vast 
creek  and  river-netted  alluvial  plain  which  lies "  south  of  its  confluence 
with  the  Brahmaputra.  How  far  the  endemic  area  extends  up  the 
Gangetic  and  Assam  valleys,  it  is  difficult  to  say  ;  or  whether  other  deltaic 
regions  in  India,  as  of  the  Godaveri  and  Kaveri  rivers,  are  also  endemic 
areas.  It  is  important  to  note  that,  even  in  its  endemic  haunts,  cholera 
presents  most  of  the  features  which  characterise  its  epidemic  facies.  It 
rises  and  falls,  and  travels ;  and  if  we  carefully  study  particular  tracts  of 
country,  we  shall  find  that  the  disease  presents  a  succession  of  outbreaks 
and  an  aspect  of  grouping  very  similar  to  what  is  observed  in  Europe 
when  the  disease  -vdsits  a  susceptible  place  and  people  in  a  favourable 
season. 
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It  is  observable  that  every  departure  of  cholera  beyond  Indian  limits 
has  been  preceded  by  an  outbreak  in  India  of  marked  and  unusual 
violence.  Its  westward  diffusions  have  naturally  attracted  most  atten- 
tion ;  but  eastern  diffusions  have  also  occiu-red — to  the  Straits  Settlements, 
Siam,  China  and  Japan — which  have  not  been  so  carefully  investigated. 
The  western  invasions  have  taken  place  by  three  routes,  namely,  (1) 
through  Afghanistan,  Persia  and  Central  Asia,  to  Eastern  Russia,  along 
trade  routes  crossing  or  bordering  the  Caspian  Sea,  and  thence  into  the 
interior  of  Russia  along  the  Volga;  (2)  by  the  Persian  Gulf  to  Turkish 
Arabia  and  Persia ;  thence  to  Turkey  in  Asia,  and  along  or  across  the 
Black  Sea  to  Constantinople  and  the  Danube ;  and  (3)  by  the  Indian 
Ocean  and  Red  Sea  to  Aden  and  Mecca,  thence  to  Egypt  and  the 
countries  bordering  the  Mediterranean.  The  disease  prefers  a  land 
route  to  a  sea  route,  and  has  sometimes  travelled  westwards  by  more 
than  one  route. 

Seven  distinct  invasions  of  Europe  have  taken  place  in  the  present 
century.  The  outbreak  of  1817  reached,  but  did  not  enter  Europe.  It 
covered  India  in  1818;  found  its  way  to  ^Mauritius  and  Burmah  in  181 9, 
reached  Arabia,  Siam,  Malacca,  and  China  in  1820,  prevailed  in  Persia 
and  Asiatic  Turkey  in  1821,  and  got  as  far  as  Tifiis  and  Astrakhan  in 
1823.    There  its  westward  march  ended. 

The  first  European  invasion  covers  a  period  of  thirteen  years-^1826- 
1839.  During  the  first  three  years  India  was  extensively  overrun  by 
it;  in  1829  the  disease  was  carried  by  the  Central  Asian  route  through 
Kabul,  Herat,  Bokhara,  Khiva,  and  Orenburgh,  as  far  as  Nijni-Novgorod; 
in  1830  it  travelled  through  Persia  and  by  Resht,  Tabriz,  Tiflis,  and 
Astrakhan  to  Southern  Russia,  eventually  reaching  Moscow.  Russia 
and  Poland  were  then  occupied,  and  in  1831  Northern  and  Central 
Eurojie ;  in  1832  it  invaded  the  United  Kingdom  and  America,  and  in 
1833  Fr,ance,  Spain,  and  Portugal;  in  1834  Italy  and  North  Africa 
suffered,  and  the  disease  lingered  in  Europe  till  1839. 

The  second  European  invasion  commenced  in  1840  and  ended  in 
1851 — -eleven  years.  Cholera  was  carried  to  China  by  our  troojjs,  and 
after  raging  severely  in  that  empire,  was  conveyed  by  trade  routes 
into  Burmah,  Yarkand,  Turkestan,  and  other  parts  of  the  Central 
Asian  plateau.  It  broke  out  in  Persia  in  1845,  in  Arabia  and  Turkish 
Arabia  in  1846,  it  reached  Eastern  Russia  in  1847,  and  in  1848  it  spread 
through  Europe,  visiting  the  United  Kingdom,  and  reaching  America  v'm 
New  Orleans  from  Havre.    This  epidemic  subsided  in  1851. 

The  third  European  invasion  covered  nine  years — 1848-57.  It  is 
thought  by  some  authorities  to  have  been  a  recrudescence  of  the  cholera 
of  1840-51.  During  1848-50  the  disease  ravaged  India  extensively;  in 
1851-52  it  spread  through  Turkish  Arabia  and  Persia,  and  reached 
Russia;  in  1853  Asiatic  Tiu'key  and  Northern  Europe  suflfered;  in 
1854-55  the  rest  of  Europe,  Great  Britain,  and  America  were  invaded. 
This  outbreak,  which  died  out  in  1856-57,  was  the  cholera  from  Avhich 
the  army  of  the  Crimea  suffered ;  and  it  was  during  this  epidemic  that 
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certain  celebrated  observations  were  made  upon  the  agency  of  water  in 
cholera  diffusion. 

The  fourth  European  invasion  of  1863-67  took  place  through  Arabia 
and  Egypt  as  well  as  by  way  of  Persia,  the  Black  Sea,  and  the  Caspian. 
The  disease  occupied  Eiu-ope  in  1865,  and  in  1866  it  prevailed  in 
Britain  and  America. 

The  fifth  European  invasion  commenced  in  India  in  1867 — the  year 
of  the  celebrated  Hurdwar  outbreak- — and  lasted  till  1873.  Europe  was 
reached  by  the  Persian  and  Turkish-Arabian  route,  and  during  the  years 
1870-73  the  disease  raged  in  Europe  and  also  in  America,  which  was 
reached  through  New  Orleans  from  Jamaica. 

The  sixth  Em-opean  invasion,  dating  from  1879,  took  place  via 
Mecca  (1882)  and  Egypt  (1883).  The  countries  bordering  the  Medi- 
terranean suffered  first  and  most,  and  the  disease  lingered  in  these  till 
1887.  Indeed  an  outbreak  in  Paris  in  1892  is  considered  to  have  been 
a  survival  of  this  epidemic.  It  was  in  Egypt,  in  1883,  that  Koch 
discovered  the  bacillus  which  has  formed  so  prominent  a  feature  of 
cholera  research  in  recent  years. 

The  seventh  Eiu-opean  invasion  of  1891-95  is  remarkable  for  the 
unprecedented  rapidity  with  Avhich  the  disease  travelled  westward  and 
overspread  Europe.  Beginning  in  Bengal  in  1891,  it  raged  in  Upper 
India  in  1892,  and  in  the  same  year  ravaged  Kashmir  and  Kabul, 
travelling  rapidly  through  Persia  and  Central  Asia,  and  spreading  over 
Northern  and  Central  Europe.  There  was  a  violent  outbreak  at 
Hamburg,  which  has  so  frequently  endured  severe  A'isitations.  Cases 
occurred  in  English  seaport  towns,  but  the  epidemic  did  not  penetrate 
inland.  In  1893  sharp  outbreaks  occurred  at  Hull,  Grimsby  and  Yar- 
mouth, and  in  many  adjoining  inland  localities ;  but  this  country  as  a 
whole  escaped. 

From  this  cursory  sketch  it  is  evident  that  human  intercourse  and 
agency  are  the  cardinal  factors  in  cholera  propagation  :  and  the  main 
question  which  has  agitated  the  public  mind,  and  engaged  the  attention 
of  conferences  and  commissioners  during  these  years,  is  whether  the 
progress  of  cholei'a  can  be  stayed  by  stopping  communication  between 
infected  and  non-infected  places  by  means  of  a  system  of  quarantine. 
This  question  resolves  itself  into  two  subsidiajry  questions,  namely, 
whether  quarantine  be  feasible  and  effective ;  and,  if  so,  whether  the  dis- 
tiu'bance  of  social  life  and  interruption  of  commerce  which  it  implies 
be  justifiable.  Unfortunately  these  questions  have  been  chiefly  debated 
on  theoretical  grounds,  and  have  mainly  turned  on  whether  the  disease  be 
personally  communicable  or  the  reverse.  Sufficient  experience  has  now 
been  gained  to  render  a  solution  of  the  question  possible  on  the  surer 
basis  of  natural  experiment.  As  regards  inland  quarantine,  the  experience 
gained  by  numerous  trials  in  India  and  Europe  has  resulted  in  almost 
uniform  failure ;  and  when  the  difficulties  of  imposing  a  rigid  quarantine 
and  the  chances  of  evasion  are  considered,  together  with  the  possiljility 
that  dissemination  may  be  effected  by  other  agencies  than  human — by 
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animals,  T)irds,  and  insects,  or  by  wind  and  water — it  is  not  strange  that 
the  disease  has  so  often  overstepped  the  most  rigid  cordons.  Maritime 
quarantine  presents  easier  postulates,  and  has  been  attended  with  more 
success ;  but  ships,  unless  crowded  with  emigrants,  pilgrims,  or  soldiers 
under  unsanitary  conditions,  are  not  such  good  porters  of  cholera  as 
caravans,  armies,  hordes  of  pilgrims,  and  unsavoury  travellers  l^y  road 
and  rail.  The  policy  of  detaining  masses  of  men  in  unwholesome 
lazarettos,  subject  to  infection  by  new  arrivals,  has  certainly  proved 
disastrous  ]  and  a  system  of  accurate  and  early  information,  careful 
inspection,  isolation  of  the  sick  and  suspected,  and  sanitation  general 
and  special,  has  l)een  productive  of  greater  benefit  than  any  wholesale 
attempt  to  hinder  the  movements  of  men  and  merchandise. 

There  are  certain  parts  of  the  earth's  surface,  more  or  less  insulated, 
which  have  not  l)een  visited  by  cholera.  The  most  remarkable  are  the 
Andaman  Islands  in  the  Bay  of  Bengal,  Reunion,  Australia,  New 
Zealand,  and  other  islands  of  the  Pacific,  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and 
West  Coast  of  Africa,  St.  Helena,  Ascension,  the  Azores,  Bermudas, 
West  Coast  of  South  America,  Orkney  and  Shetland  Islands,  Iceland  and 
the  Faroe  Islands.  This  list  is,  moreover,  by  no  means  exhaustive. 
There  are  certain  localities  in  all  countries  which  have  seldom  or  never 
been  visited,  while  epidemics  ha-\"e  prevailed  around ;  and  in  any 
outbreak  even  in  India,  the  places  and  persons  attacked  are  always  a 
minority  of  the  whole.  Even  in  Calcutta,  the  head  centre  and  perpetual 
home  of  cholera,  there  is  a  quarter  of  the  city  which  possesses  as  com- 
plete an  immunity  from  the  disease  as  Iceland.  No  better  illustration 
than  this  could  be  given  of  the  power  of  sanitation  to  extirjjate  cholera. 

Cholera  literature  is  immensely  voluminous,  and  from  time  to  time 
many  theories  have  been  advanced  to  explain  the  nature,  origin  and 
diffusion  of  the  disease.  These  speculations,  putting  aside  the  purely 
mythical,  have  concerned  themselves  with  every  possible  influence — 
cosmic,  sidereal,  telluric,  climatic,  septic,  ochlotic,  etc. — to  account  for 
cholera  visitations.  A  study  of  statistical  aggregates  and  too  exclusive  an 
attention  to  "  broad  "  views  have  begotten  vague  and  fatalistic  generalisa- 
tions, as  of  mysterious  forces  and  pandemic  waves,  which  have  of  late 
years  become  discredited.  General  causes  do  not  j^roduce  exceptional, 
limited,  erratic,  and  contingent  results  ;  and  a  closer  study  of  cholera  on 
a  more  rational  basis  has  made  it  clear  that  so  specific  a  malady  must 
have  a  specific  cause.  The  microbic  agents  investigated  by  Koch  and 
others  have  now  for  eleven  years  been  subject  to  criticism,  experiment, 
and  research,  and  year  by  year  his  theory  has  gained  support  from 
clinical,  pathological,  bacteriological,  and  epidemiological  studies.  The 
theory  which  offers  a  key  to  the  bewildering  mass  of  cholera  literature 
which  the  present  century  has  produced,  is  that  which  finds  the  causa- 
tion of  cholera  in  a  disregard  of  the  laws  of  health,  and  in  the  presence 
of  an  organic  (microbic)  poison,  capable  of  conveyance  under  favouring 
circumstances  by  man  himself. 

K.  M. 
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Etiology  and  Epidemiology. — Seeing,  then,  that  cholera  is  due  to  a 
living  contagium — Koch's  cholera  bacillus — Avhich,  growing  in  the  intes- 
tines of  the  patient,  causes  death  partly  by  the  effect  of  the  toxins  pro- 
duced by  it  and  partly  by  the  profuse  purging  which  it  sets  up,  the  further 
etiology  of  the  disease  resolves  itself  into  two  factors  :  first,  the  means 
by  which  the  microbe  gains  access  to  the  body ;  second,  the  conditions 
which  render  the  body  susceptible  to  the  microbe.  Of  the  first  of  these 
we  know  much,  of  the  second  little. 

Mode  of  Access. — It  is  certain  that  cholera  is  not  contagious  in  the 
ordinary  sense  of  the  word.  Cholera  cannot  be  caught  by  contact,  and 
although  nurses  and  those  who  attend  to  the  sick  are  often  affected  in 
larger  proportion  than  others,  this  is  readily  explained  by  the  fact,  that 
unless  constant  care  is  exercised  in  regard  to  cleanliness  of  hands  and 
utensils  they  are  much  more  exposed  than  are  others  to  the  known  and 
recognised  mode  of  infection,  which  is  by  the  mouth.  All  evidence  goes 
to  show  that  the  infection  of  cholera  to  take  effect  must  be  swallowed. 

Now,  as  in  all  zymotic  diseases,  the  materies  morbi — the  contagium 
vivim — greatly  increases  within  the  body  of  the  patient  during  the 
progress  of  his  malady.  During  the  disease  a  minute  amount  of  infec- 
tious material  grows  into  an  amount  capable  of  giving  the  infection  to 
thousands ;  and,  in  the  case  of  cholera,  this  infectious  material  finds  its 
exit  from  the  patient's  body  in  the  discharges  caused  by  the  disease. 

The  study  of  the  etiology  of  cholera,  then,  is  to  a  large  extent  a 
study  of  the  steps  by  which  matter  which  has  left  one  patient  so  gains 
access  to  some  article  of  food  as  to  be  swallowed  by  some  one  else. 

It  is  conceivable  that  in  the  presence  of  a  great  abundance  of  the  in- 
fection it  might  be  inhaled  in  the  form  of  dust.  Of  this,  however,  there 
is  no  evidence,  nor  is  it  probable  unless  it  be  in  the  case  of  those  who 
have  slept  in  cholera-soiled  bedding;  the  cholera  bacillus  is  so  readily 
killed  by  desiccation  that  such  a  mode  of  transference  is  in  the  highest 
degree  unlikely.  It  is  with  food  and  drink  that  it  commonly  gains  access 
to  the  human  body. 

Well-authenticated  instances  are  related  in  which  flies  have  appeared 
to  carry  the  infection  from  cholera  dejecta  to  milk  and  various  articles  of 
diet ;  and  M.  HafFkine  has  detected  cholera  bacilli  in  specimens  of 
sterilised  milk,  exposed  in  new  vessels,  to  which  flies  were  permitted  free 
access  during  an  outbreak  of  cholera  (1). 

The  use  of  cholera-infected  water  for  Avashing  cooking  utensils  and 
articles  used  in  the  preparation  of  food  is  another  mode  of  local  distribu- 
tion ;  especially  in  regard  to  the  spread  of  the  disease  by  milk. 

In  the  case  of  nurses  and  those  who  attend  to  the  sick,  or  have  charge 
of  the  dead,  the  cholera  poison  may,  as  a  result  of  Avant  of  strict  cleanli- 
ness, be  transferred  to  the  mouth  by  the  fingers,  either  directly  or  by 
means  of  the  food  they  touch. 

But  the  great,  the  persistent,  and  the  almost  universal  mode  by  which 
the  cholera  germ  gains  access  to  the  body  is  in  the  drinking-water. 
This  is  now  so  Avell  recognised  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  go  again  over  the 
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evidence  by  which  the  fact  has  been  proved  to  demonstration.  It  may, 
however,  be  well  to  refer  to  a  few  of  the  classical  examples  of  this  mode 
of  cholera  distriljution.^ 

A  fnll  account  of  the  case  of  the  Broad  Street  pump,  which  was  in- 
vestigated by  Dr.  SnoAv,  is  to  be  found  in  the  Eeport  of  the  Committee 
for  Scientific  Inquiries  into  the  Cholera  of  1854.  The  relation  between  the 
incidence  of  choleiu  and  the  source  of  the  water-supply  to  difierent  parts 
of  London  is  described  in  the  Report  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  Jp^aier- 
Supply,  1869.  The  outbreak  of  cholera  in  the  East  End  of  London  in 
1866,  which  was  traced  to  the  supply  of  specifically  contaminated  water, 
is  descri1)ed  by  Mr.  Netten  Eadclift'e  in  the  Rejjort  of  the  Medical  Officer 
to  the  Local  Government  Board,  1866;  and  the  great  outbreak  of  cholera 
in  Hamburg  is  described  with  full  statistical  detail  in  the  Report  of 
the  Medical  Officer  to  the  Local  Government  Board,  1892-93. 

There  is  a  good  deal  of  evidence  to  show  that  Avater  does  not  act 
as  a  mere  diluent  and  disti-ibutor  of  the  cholera  poison,  but  that  under 
certain  conditions  the  cholera  bacilli  grow  and  for  a  short  time  increase 
in  virulence  during  their  sojourn  in  this  medium.  In  the  presence,  how- 
ever, of  sunlight  and  ordinary  Avater-bacteria  they  are  either  rapidly 
destroyed  or  soon  cease  to  multiply.  The  persistence  of  cholera  in  a 
district  is  indicative  of  more  than  a  single  pollution  of  the  water-supjjly, 
and  generally  points  to  a  persistence  of  some  insanitary  conditions  Avhich 
favour  repeated  infection. 

It  is  not  always  the  case,  however,  that  the  infection  is  conveyed  directly 
from  man  to  man  by  means  of  water.  AVhere  Ave  find  sudden  outbui'sts  of 
disease  affecting  large  numbers  of  people  draAving  their  Avater-supply  from 
a  common  source,  some  direct  and  Avholesale  fouling  of  the  supply  is 
generally  the  cause  of  the  mischief.  But  much  more  commonly,  especially 
near  its  endemic  home  in  India,  cholera  does  not  occur  in  great  out- 
bursts ;  small  local  epidemics  arise,  die  doAvn,  and  then  recur.  The 
cholera  bacillus,  in  fact,  groAvs  in  the  foul  soil,  is  noAv  and  again 
Avashed  into  the  Avells,  and  so  sets  up  disease  in  those  that  draAv  their 
Avater  from  them.  The  key,  then,  to  this  side  of  the  etiology  of  cholera 
is  to  be  found  in  the  habits  of  the  people,  and  the  degree  of  care  or 
Avant  of  care  they  exercise  in  the  protection  of  their  AA^ater-supplies. 

The  natural  home  of  cholera  is  a  land  of  foul  Avater.  In  LoAver 
Bengal,  Avhere  cases  are  reported  every  month  in  every  year,  an  inquiry 
into  the  habits  of  the  people,  and  the  condition  of  the  tanks  from  Avhich 
they  largely  draAv  their  Avater-supply,  is  sufficient  to  shoAV  hoAV  constant 
are  the  opportunities  both  for  food  and  AA^ater,  especially  the  latter,  to  be 
exposed  to  ftecal  contamination. 

In  many  of  the  tOAvns  of  Southern  Europe,  also,  Avhich  have  most 
markedly  suffered  from  the  ravages  of  cholera  (among  these  Naples  and 
Marseilles  may  be  specially  mentioned),  it  has  been  demonstrated  that  Avhile 

^  lu  how  wide  <a  sense  the  term  "  drinkiug-water  "  may  properly  be  applied  is  indicated 
by  the  alleged  dissemination  of  the  cholera  poison  by  means  of  oysters  which  had  been  ex- 
posed to  the  affluence  of  sewage. 
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the  water-supplies  had  been  contaminated,  the  habits  of  the  people 
liad  intensified  the  evils  resulting  from  this  cause.  On  the  other  hand, 
our  own  practical  immunity  during  the  epidemics  which  have  broken  out 
in  Europe  since  greater  attention  has  been  given  in  England  to  the  secur- 
ing of  pure  water,  compared  with  our  great  mortality  from  cholera  in 
earlier  epidemics,  together  with  the  great  lessening  of  the  cholera  mortality 
in  those  towns  in  India  which  have  obtained  pure  water  while  epidemics 
have  continued  as  of  old  in  surrounding  districts,  both  tend  to  show  that 
when  the  habit  of  drinking  water  which  has  been  exposed  to  chances  of 
fiecal  defilement  is  once  broken  cholera  fails  to  take  root. 

Individual  Siisceptihilitij. — We  do  not,  however,  completely  explain  the 
etiology  of  cholera  by  the  statement  that  it  depends  on  the  ingestion  of 
cholera-infected  ■\\'ater ;  another  condition  is  also  necessary,  namely,  the 
susceptibility  of  the  individual. 

Considerable  differences  exist  in  the  habits  of  the  various  members 
of  every  community ;  thus  it  often  happens  that  even  where  the  habits 
of  the  majority  are  foul,  a  few  are  protected  from  receiving  the  infec- 
tion by  the  greater  cleanliness  and  propriety  of  their  lives.  Yet 
many  fail  to  sicken,  although  they  are  known  to  have  swallowed  the 
very  infective  matter  which  at  the  same  time  is  producing  cholera  in 
others.  We  have  proof  of  this  in  every  widespread  water  epidemic ; 
the  number  of  those  who  swallow  the  poison  must  in  these  cases  vastly 
exceed  the  number  of  those  who  are  attacked  by  the  disease.  Macnamara 
gives  an  instance  in  which  a  vessel  of  drinking-water  was  accidentally 
jjqlluted  with  fresh  cholera  excreta,  and  after  being  exposed  to  the  sun 
all  day  the  water  was  partaken  of  by  nineteen  persons ;  of  these,  five 
only  subsequently  suffered  from  cholera. 

It  seems  clear  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  areas  in  which  cholera  is 
frequently  present,  notwithstanding  habits  which  expose  them  continually 
to  chances  of  infection,  are  much  less  frequently  attacked  than  new  arrivals 
in  the  districts,  much  less,  for  instance,  than  Europeans,  although  when 
attacked  they  succumb  more  readily.  How  far  this  immunity  is  racial, 
or  how  far  it  is  the  result  of  a  frequently  repeated  small  infection, 
creating  and  maintaining  an  artificial  immunity  (as  is  presumed  by  some 
to  occur  in  the  case  of  yellow  fever),  is  a  question  which  cannot  at 
present  be  decided.  There  is,  however,  much  in .  the  progress  and  rapid 
recession  of  cholera  epidemics  to  favour  the  opinion,  that  exposure  to  the 
influence,  if  it  does  not  produce  the  disease,  does  induce  some  temporary 
immunity. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  is  a  good  deal  of  clinical  evidence — of  a 
nature,  however,  that  can  hardly  be  brought  to  the  test  of  statistics 
— to  show  that  any  disturbance  of  the  balance  of  the  digestive  organs, 
especially  the  dyspepsia  common  among  drinkers,  and  the  looseness  of  the 
bowels  often  brought  on  by  eating  over -ripe  or  decomposing  fruit, 
distinctly  tends  to  leave  the  patient  open  to  the  cholera  infection — that, 
in  fact,  an  active  gastric  digestion  and  a  healthy  intestinal  mucous  surface 
form  a  considerable  bar  to  attacks  of  cholera. 
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The  predisposing  influence  of  poverty  and  bad  food  partly  consists,  no 
doubt,  in  such  disturbances  of  the  digestive  organs ;  while  the  thirst 
and  consequent  ingestion  of  large  quantities  of  water  common  among  the 
labouring  people  may  cause  indigestion,  and  do  expose  them  to  increased 
risks  of  cholera  when  the  water  is  infected. 

So  far  we  have  considered  the  etiology  of  cholera  as  it  aff'ects  the 
individual.  We  have  shown  that  although  the  condition  of  the  patient 
has  an  influence  on  the  eff"ect  of  the  attack,  the  immediate  factor  in  the  pro- 
duction of  cholera  is  the  swallowing  of  an  infection  which  has  come, 
directly  or  indirectly,  from  the  dejecta  passed  by  another  patient  suff'er- 
ing  from  the  same  disease  ;  thus  we  have  demonstrated  that  cholera 
may  properly  be  called  a  filth  disease :  not  that  filth,  unless  infected 
with  cholera,  can  cause  the  disease,  but  that,  without  the  filthy  habits 
which  bring  a1)out  the  consumption  of  food  or  drink  befouled  by  man's 
dejecta,  cholera  cannot  be  transmitted. 

Epidemic  Prevalence. — This  view,  however,  of  the  etiology  of  cholera 
by  no  means  explains  the  occurrence  of  epidemics,  nor  the  tendency  of 
these  epidemics  at  varying  periods  to  spread  beyond  the  normal  confines 
of  the  disease,  to  extend  into  areas  which  for  long  series  of  years 
had  been  entirely  free  from  it,  to  advance  stage  by  stage,  and  thus  to 
march  around  the  globe  ;  then  to  retire,  and  for  an  uncertain  period  either 
to  lie  latent  or  to  be  confined  within  the  endemic  area. 

To  understand  this  peculiarity  of  cholera,  it  is  necessary  to  bear  in 
mind  the  various  factors  which  aid  in  the  dissemination  of  the  disease, 
and  to  recognise  that  it  is  the  coincidence  of  many  factors  which  sets 
cholera  on  the  march. 

Within  certain  areas  in  India  cholera  is  endemic,  especially  in  the 
country  of  the  Lower  Ganges.  There  "  the  air,  the  water,  and  the  soil  are 
never  cold,  the  ground  is  often  damp,  and  when  it  is  dry  the  tanks  are 
foul,  so  that  there  is  always  a  fit  breeding-place  for  the  contagion, 
and  the  habits  of  the  people  in  every  way  facilitate  its  entry  into  their 
.systems  "  (2). 

The  habits  of  the  people  and  the  condition  of  the  water-supply  in 
many  Indian  villages  are  such  that,  if  one  did  not  bear  in  mind  that 
a  necessary  factor  in  the  etiology  of  cholera  is  the  susceptibility  of  the 
individual,  one  might  expect  the  whole  mass  of  the  inhabitants  to  perish 
rapidly  of  that  disease.  If,  however,  we  examine  more  carefully  the 
incidence  of  cholera  within  the  endemic  area,  it  becomes  obvious  that, 
although  in  every  district  deaths  from  it  may  be  reported  every  year  and 
every  month  in  every  year,  still  the  incidence  of  this  mortality  is  by  no 
means  evenly  distributed ;  even  within  the  endemic  area  cholera  wanders 
about,  one  village  after  another  being  attacked  and  then  left  at  peace  for 
a  time.  It  seems  as  if  there  Avere  the  same  tendency  for  these  outbursts 
to  die  down  within  the  area  as  there  is  outside  it ;  but  that  in  consequence 
of  the  great  facilities  for  reimportation,  and  of  the  condition  of  the  soil, 
which  makes  it  possible  for  the  germ  to  maintain  its  vitality  and  carry 
on  the  saj^rophytic  phase  of  its  existence  for  a  considerable  time,  the 
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disease  frequently  crops  up  again — \yhenever,  in  fact,  there  is  a  sufficiency 
of  susceptible  people  for  it  to  prey  upon,  and  whenever  accident  intro- 
duces it  afresh  into  the  drinking-water. 

It  is  important  to  bear  in  mind  the  somewhat  curious  fact,  that  the 
highest  mortality  from  cholera  does  not  occur  in  the  parts  in  which  the 
disease  is  permanently  endemic ;  this  points  strongly  to  the  probability 
that  dwellers  within  the  endemic  area  attain  some  degree  of  immunity 
from  the  infection. 

The  Spread  of  Epidemic  Cholera. — One  of  the  most  striking  peculiarities 
of  epidemic  cholera,  when  it  oversteps  the  bounds  of  its  endemic  area, 
is  its  tendency  to  advance  along  fairly  definite  tracks ;  to  go  from 
town  to  town,  from  country  to  country ;  to  attack  each  fresh  district 
with  enormous  virulence  at  first ;  then,  in  a  short  time,  to  become 
much  modified  in  intensity,  subsiding  altogether  in  about  three  months, 
to  return  again  the  next  year,  and  perhaps  the  year  after  ;  then  again 
to  die  out  entirely  till  it  is  introduced  afresh,  passing  on  meanwhile  to 
some  other  place  where  the  same  course  is  repeated.  The  study  of  the 
epidemiology  of  cholera  thus  involves  that  of  the  modes  by  which  the 
disease  is  carried  from  place  to  place,  the  influences  which  favour  its  dis- 
semination, those  which  favour  or  retard  its  taking  root  in  fresh  locali- 
ties, together  vnih.  those  curious  periodic  variations  of  intensity  which,  for 
the  sake  of  a  phrase,  are  sometimes  attributed  to  "epidemic  influence." 

There  can  no  longer  be  any  doubt  that  cholei-a  is  disseminated 
by  human  intercourse.  The  march  of  cholera  coincides  with  the  march 
of  man,  and  it  is  cai-ried  from  place  to  jjlace  either  by  infected  man  or  by 
cholera-tainted  clothing.  There  seems  no  practical  limit  to  the  distance 
to  which  it  would  be  possible  to  transmit  the  infection  in  a  bundle  of 
imperfectly  dried  rags  soiled  by  cholera  excreta ;  man,  however,  can  but 
carry  the  disease  so  far  as  he  is  able  to  travel  between  receiving  the 
infection  and  being  laid  low. 

What  we  find,  then,  on  comparing  the  march  of  the  earlier  epidemics 
of  cholera  with  those  that  have  occurred  in  more  recent  years,  is  that 
whereas  when  travel  was  slow  the  disease  swept  steadily  forwards, 
occupying  the  land  as  it  advanced ;  in  later  times  it  has  bounded  forward 
with  long  strides,  occupying  outposts  far  ahead  of  infected  areas  by  means 
of  railway  and  steamboat  communication,  and  then,  from  these  outlying 
foci  of  infection,  has  spread  in  both  directions,  coalescing  perhaps  at  a 
much  later  date  with  the  main  body  of  the  epidemic  which  has  slowly 
advanced  across  country  from  the  earlier  centres. 

Certain  as  it  is,  however,  that  man  is  the  porter  by  whom  cholera  is 
introduced  to  any  place,  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  its  development  in 
that  place  depends  on  insanitary  circumstances,  the  chief  condition 
necessary  being  the  lialiility  of  the  drinking-water  to  be  contaminated 
by  infected  excreta.  Hence  it  has  happened  again  and  again  that 
cholera  has  proved  the  touchstone  to  the  sanitary  deficiencies  of  towns 
and  districts,  leaving  unharmed  those  with  pure  water,  and  ravaging  those 
whose  water-supply  was  open  to  defilement. 
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It  will  thus  be  readily  understood  why  cholera  is  so  ajjt  to  be  spread 
in  epidemic  form  by  wars  and  pilgrimages.  Cholera  may  and  often  does 
travel  along  the  tracks  of  ordinary  trade ;  but  it  never  advances  far 
unless  along  its  path  there  be  places  where  the  sanitary  conditions  enable 
the  disease  to  take  root  and  start  upon  its  course  afresh.  When,  how- 
ever, as  in  the  case  of  wars  or  pilgrimages,  great  bodies  of  men  are 
camped  out  without  any  proper  means  of  dealing  with  their  excreta,  or 
any  assurance  that  their  water-supply  remains  untainted  ;  and  especially 
when,  as  is  the  case  in  the  great  religious  pilgrimages  which  are  recruited 
from  within  the  endemic  home  of  cholera,  the  men  who  form  these 
camps  carry  with  them  those  habits  and  customs  which,  within  that  area, 
tend  to  make  cholera  permanently  endemic,  then  we  find  every  condition 
fulfilled  for  the  epidemic  propagation  of  the  disease. 

Accepting  the  view  that  when  cholera  is  introduced  into  new  dis- 
tricts it  is  carried  thither  by  cholera-infected  rags,  cholera-infected  food, 
or  cholera -infected  man,  it  becomes  a  matter  of  great  importance 
to  determine  whether  the  last  (namely,  cholera-infected  man)  can  carry 
with  him  the  germs,  deposit  them  in  fresh  places,  infect  water-supplies, 
and  set  up  epidemics,  without  himself  suffering  from  cholera  and 
betraying  its  symptoms.  Till  a  few  years  ago  this  question  would  have 
been  unhesitatingly  answered  in  the  negative ;  and  in  fact  it  is  in  the 
belief  that  a  man  cannot  carry  cholera  unless  he  himself  suffers  from  it 
that  the  modern  substitute  for  quarantine  is  founded,  namely,  the  system  of 
medical  inspection  and  detention  of  invalids.  Modern  travel  is  conducted 
on  so  vast  a  scale,  and  the  numbers  moving  from  place  to  place  are  so 
enormous,  that  efficient  quarantine  is  obviously  impossible.  It  has  been 
hoped,  however,  that  if  those  actually  ailing  be  sorted  out,  the  rest  may 
safely  be  allowed  to  ^aass.  Hence  the  modern  system.  The  more  recent 
investigations  of  Koch  and  others  tend,  however,  to  throw  some  doubt 
upon  the  efficiency  of  such  measures ;  and  although  they  have  appeared 
successful  in  preventing  the  disease  from  taking  root  in  England,  it  is 
quite  possible  that  the  greater  attention  which  of  late  years  has  been 
given  to  the  purity  of  the  water-supply  of  our  towns  may  have  had  a 
much  larger  share  than  our  port  sanitary  inspection  in  giving  us 
the  exemption  we  have  enjoyed.  Koch  has  shown  (3),  and  it  has  been 
shown  repeatedly  at  the  observation  stations  which  were  established  in 
Germany  at  the  time  of  the  epidemics  in  Hamburg  in  1892  and  1893, 
that  among  those  who  had  been  exposed  to  the  possibility  of  cholera 
infection,  and  who  yet  remained  apparently  healthy,  there  were  individuals 
whose  ffeces  although  hardly  diarrhceic — nay,  quite  normal — yet,  never- 
theless, contained  cholera -bacteria.  "It  is  now  certain  that  among  a 
number  of  persons  who  have  been  exposed  to  cholera  infection  the 
resultant  cases  may  show  the  whole  scale  from  the  severest  and  rapidly 
fatal  cases  down  to  the  mildest  imaginable,  demonstrable  only  by 
bacteriological  investigation." 

The  determination  of  this  point  goes  far  to  explain  outbreaks  of 
cholera  in  which  the  first  apparent  sufferers  could  be  shown  not  to  have 
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entered  any  infected  district.  The  very  first  case  has,  in  fact,  not  been 
recognised,  maybe  the  patient  has  not  known  that  he  was  ill ;  his  dejecta 
have  nevertheless  obtained  access  to  the  water-supply,  and  thus  given  rise 
to  the  outbreak.  It  seems  only  in  this  way  possible  to  explain  some  of  the 
isolated  sporadic  cases  which  have  occurred  in  England,  cases  in  which, 
notwithstanding  the  entire  want  of  evidence  of  any  connection  with  any 
known  focus  of  the  disease,  the  typical  micro-organisms  have  been 
discovered. 

Conditions  determining  Character  of  Outbreak. — When  the  cholera  germs 
have  once  been  introduced  into  a  district  their  fate  will  depend  on 
various  conditions.  If  they  chance  to  gain  access  to  a  public  water- 
supply  they  will,  as  has  been  shown  again  and  again,  set  up  a  sudden 
and  widespread  epidemic  among  the  consumers  of  the  water — an 
epidemic  which  breaks  out  simultaneously  in  different  parts  of  the  dis- 
trict, rages  violently  for  a  time,  and  if  the  infected  water  be  cut  off, 
stops  almost  as  suddenly  as  it  had  begun. 

If,  however,  the  germs  do  not  gain  access  to  a  general  water-supply, 
but  are  deposited  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  dwellings  of  the  people, 
they  will  only  set  up  small  and  localised  outbreaks ;  in  one  part  after 
another  of  a  town,  in  one  town  after  another,  cholera  Avill  arise  and 
soon  die  out,  only  to  crop  up  again  in  neighbouring  places,  or  even  in 
the  same  place  again ;  and  thus  an  epidemic,  never  perhaps  severe,  may 
continue  so  long  as  to  cause  serious  loss  of  life.  The  continuance  of  an 
outbreak  of  this  latter  sort  depends  upon  local  conditions ;  and  it  is 
obvious  that,  although  a  general  water-epidemic  has  a  sudden  rise  and  a 
sudden  fall,  one  occurring  in  a  district  which  favours  the  development  of 
foci  of  cholera,  although  it  may  rise  as  suddenly,  will  not  terminate  so 
quickly  :  it  will  rather  set  up  a  multitude  of  centres  from  which  it  will  con- 
tinue to  spread  as  in  the  second  mode,  the  mode  in  which  it  mostly  shows 
itself  in  countries  in  which  it  is  endemic  during  non-epidemic  times — 
countries  in  most  parts  of  which  no  such  thing  as  a  public  water-supply, 
in  the  modern  sense  of  the  term,  exists.  It  becomes,  then,  very  important 
to  inquire  into  the  causes  other  than  the  infection  of  public  water- 
supplies  which  favour  the  development  of  epidemic  cholera ;  for  it  is 
certain  that  "in  many  districts  of  greater  or  less  extent,  the  cholera  has 
never  reached  any  considerable  or  strictly  epidemic  development  not- 
withstanding repeated  importations  of  the  poison  "  (4). 

Conditions  favouring  the  Develo2m.ent  of  Cholera  Epidemics. — Hirsch 
says:  "As  there  are  certain  local  peculiarities  which  furnish  the  con- 
ditions for  the  endemic  disease,  so  also  there  are  certain  factors  re- 
siding in  the  circumstances  of  place  or  season,  which  are  necessary  to 
give  potency  to  the  cholera  poison  beyond  its  native  habitat " ;  and  he 
quotes  Hergt  as  saying :  "  The  rise  of  the  cholera  epidemic  at  any  one 
place  implies,  besides  importation  of  the  contagium,  certain  local 
conditions  of  atmosphere  and  of  soil  as  well.  These  conditions  must 
be  al^le  at  a  given  place  to  generate  themselves  and  to  disappear  again." 
The  latter  is  an  important  qualification,  for  it  appears  certain  that  among 
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the  causes  necessary  for  the  development  of  cholera  in  an  epidemic  form, 
except  when  widely  distributed  by  water,  are  some  which  are  purely 
temporary,  as  for  example  those  which  are  connected  with  season ;  and 
that  a  locality,  which  at  one  time  may  be  capable  of  developing  cholera 
in  a  most  virulent  form,  may  at  other  times  be,  compai-atively  speaking, 
protected  from  its  attacks.  Putting,  then,  on  one  side  infection  of  public 
Avater-supply,  which  is  cajjable  of  creating  an  ejiidemic  in  any  place  and 
in  any  season,  we  have  to  consider  the  factors  in  the  production  of  an 
epidemic  not  arising  from  that  cause. 

According  to  Dr.  Davidson  (6)  they  may  be  classed  as — Local  con- 
ditions :  Seasonal  influences  :  Predisposing  conditions  :  Facilities  of  inter- 
course :  Race  proclivities  :  Epidemic  influences. 

Of  these  the  "  predisposing  conditions  "  and  the  "  racial  proclivities  " 
have  already  been  dealt  with ;  and  after  what  has  been  said  regarding 
the  mode  of  dissemination  of  cholera,  the  importance  of  facilities  for 
intercourse  is  obvious.  "Epidemic  influence,"  again,  and  the  curious 
tendency  of  cholei'a,  like  other  infectious  diseases,  to  rise  into  epidemic 
importance  at  moderately  regular  intervals  of  time,  must  be  regarded 
as  due  to  the  coincidence  of  several  causes,  each  emphasising  the  import- 
ance of  the  other.  It  remains,  then,  to  consider  the  conditions  of  place 
and  of  season  which  influence  the  occurrence  of  epidemic  cholera. 

(«)  Altitude. — Elevated  districts  often  remain  exempt  from  cholera ; 
on  the  other  hand,  valleys  and  low-lying  areas  are  much  more  apt  to 
suffer :  in  towns  situated  on  a  slope,  or  occupying  different  elevations, 
it  is  usually  found  that  within  the  same  town  the  higher  districts  are 
least  affected.  On  the  other  hand,  cholera  has  occurred  at  very  considerable 
altitudes,  and  even  sufficiently  often  in  the  higher  parts  of  towns  to  make 
it  clear  that  the  cause  of  the  apparent  variation  of  cholera  with  altitude 
must  be  sought  elsewhere,  probably  in  its  relation  to  temperature,  water- 
supply,  and  movement  of  ground  water. 

{h)  Relation  to  Rivers. — It  has  constantly  been  observed  that  not  only 
does  cholera  follow  rivers,  which  it  should  be  noted  are  also  commonly 
lines  of  traffic  and  centres  for  the  aggregation  of  large  populations, — two 
main  factors  in  the  dissemination  of  the  disease, — but  that  it  attacks 
places  on  the  banks  of  rivers  and  even  of  small  streams  with  special 
severity.  This  again  probably  has  relation  to  conditions  of  soil  and 
density  of  population,  as  well  as  to  the  double  function  of  rivers  as  drains 
and  sources  of  water-supply. 

(c)  Character  of  Soil. — Cholera  attains  its  greatest  intensity  on  soils 
which  are  permeable  to  water,  but  not  sodden  with  it,  and  are  at  the 
same  time  capable  of  retaining  a  certain  degree  of  moisture  within  their 
interstices. 

The  relation,  then,  of  altitude,  neighbourhood  of  rivers,  and  character 
of  soil  may  all  resolve  themselves  into  this — that  cholera  is  most  likely 
to  take  on  its  epidemic  character  on  a  soil  which  is  porous,  more  or  less 
charged  with  decomposing  organic  matter,  moistened  with  Avater,  and 
having  its  interstices  filled  with  air.    On  such  a  soil  complete  dryness,  as 
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was  seen  in  the  famine  districts  in  India,  or  complete  saturation  as  is  seen 
in  the  rainy  season  in  certain  districts,  are  inimical  to  cholera  :  while  a 
falling  ground  water,  leaving  the  soil  moist,  full  of  air,  and  charged  with 
organic  matter  from  the  surface,  disposes  to  cholera  ;  not  only  by  favouring 
the  saprophytic  growth  of  the  cholera  bacillus,  but  also  by  facilitating  its 
access  to  wells. 

{d)  Seasons  and  Weathers. — In  like  manner  the  influences  of  season  and 
of  weather  can  be  reduced  to  those  of  temperature  and  rainfall.  A  certain 
temperature  is  necessary  for  the  development  of  the  cholera  bacillus 
outside  the  body ;  but  cholera  is  not  always  most  prevalent  in  the  hottest 
weather,  nor  is  it  always  stopped  by  winter.  It  seems  probable,  however, 
that  in  those  cases  in  which  cholera  has  occurred  in  winter  there  has 
either  been  a  direct  infection  of  a  water-supply,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
outbreak  at  Nietleben  in  January  189-3,  described  by  Koch  (7),  or- the 
infection  has  gained  access  to  the  soil  under  houses  which,  as  in  Russia, 
have  been  kept  continually  at  a  high  temperature,  and  has  thus  reached 
the  drinking-water  indirectly.  In  temperate  climates  the  great  mortality 
from  cholera  takes  place  in  the  warm  weather ;  in  England,  August  and 
September  are  the  most  fatal  months.  In  India,  however,  the  greatest 
prevalence  of  cholera  is  by  no  means  synchronous  in  the  different  parts 
of  the  country,  nor  does  it  uniformly  accord  either  with  greatest  heat  or 
with  the  maximum  or  minimum  of  rainfall.  Along  with  heat  there  must 
be  moisture  of  soil  for  cholera  to  prevail.  On  the  other  hand,  the  soil 
must  not  be  sodden  with  water,  as  in  some  places  is  the  case  in  the  rainy 
season  ;  thus  it  happens  that  in  some  districts  with  dry  soil  the  rains 
by  introducing  the  moisture  necessary  for  its  development  and  by  wash- 
ing the  infection  into  the  water-supply,  seem  to  bring  cholera ;  while 
in  other  districts,  in  which  there  is  usually  a  certain  moisture  of  soil,  the 
rains  will  stop  an  epidemic  by  filling  up  the  pores  and  removing  the 
aeration  of  the  soil  necessary  for  the  continuance  of  the  saprophytic 
growth  of  the  bacillus.  Heat,  moisture,  aeration,  and  the  presence  of 
decomposing  organic  matter  in  the  soil  are,  then,  the  conditions  favourable 
to  the  local  development  of  cholera  when  once  introduced ;  and  the 
more  of  these  conditions  which  coincide  in  any  place  and  time  the  more 
likely  is  cholera  in  its  epidemic  form  to  prevail  at  that  time  and  place. 

(e)  Habits  of  Inhabitants. — Even  amidst  the  conditions  of  soil  and 
climate  most  favourable  or  most  inimical  to  cholera,  its  prevalence  lai'gely 
depends  upon  the  habits  of  the  people ;  however  largely  present  its 
contagium  may  be,  it  is  harmless  unless  swallowed.  Thus,  among  all  the 
influences  making  for  cholera,  the  most  important  are  those  habits  of 
carelessness  as  to  the  cleanliness  of  food  and  drink  which  make  it  easy 
for  either  the  one  or  the  other  to  be  tainted  with  faecal  material. 

(/)  General  Sanitation. — As  is  the  influence  of  the  habit  of  cleanly 
living  to  the  individual,  so  is  that  of  general  sanitation  to  the  body 
corporate.  Good  drainage  and  good  water-supply  keep  cholera  at  bay 
by  making  it  impossible  for  the  fseces  of  one  person  to  gain  access 
to  the  drink  or  food  of  another. 
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This  brings  us  back  to  the  key-note  of  the  etiology  and  epidemiology 
of  cholera,  namely,  the  ingestion  of  infected  water  or  infected  food. 

The  act  of  swallowing  the  living  contagium  derived  from  the  excreta 
of  a  previous  suflterer  from  the  disease  is  the  immediate  cause  of  cholera 
in  the  individual ;  while  the  means  by  which  facilities  are  given  for  the 
growth  of  this  contagium  outside  the  body,  for  its  widespread  dissemina- 
tion, and  for  its  introduction  into  the  food  or  drink  of  man,  are  the  causes 
of  cholera  epidemics. 

Ernest  Hart. 

Solomon  Charles  Smith. 

Bacteriology  of  Cholera 

It  is  a  difficult  task  to  give  a  comprehensive  and  impartial  sketch  of 
the  bacteriology  of  cholera.  Opinions  have  constantly  changed  since 
Koch's  discovery  of  the  comma  bacillus,  and  from  the  very  outset  his 
conclusions  have  been  strongly  opposed.  More  recent  experience  has 
led  to  changes  of  opinion,  and,  however  impartial  our  endeavour,  we 
cannot  at  present  find  a  satisfactory  solution  of  the  matter.  We  shall  do 
our  best  to  present  it  in  a  more  or  less  historical  order.  In  this  conflict 
of  opinions  there  are  two  distinct  periods — the  first  dating  from  Koch's 
discovery  of  the  comma  bacillus  in  1883  until  the  recent  apjjearance 
of  cholera  in  Europe,  and  the  second  beginning  with  the  cholera 
epidemic  in  1892.  During  the  first  period  Koch  was  the  central  figure, 
and  the  study  of  the  cholera  organism  was  more  or  less  restricted  to 
laboratory  research :  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of  choleraic  material 
general  criticism  was  impossible.  On  the  return  of  cholera  to  Europe 
pathologists  and  bacteriologists  were  enabled  to  make  independent  observa- 
tions, and  a  general  exchange  of  opinions  became  possible. 

First  Period,  1883-1892. — In  1883  Koch  separated  a  characteristic 
curved  organism  from  the  dejecta  and  intestines  of  cholera  patients, 
the  comma  bacillus ;  this  he  declared  to  be  absent  from  the  stools  and 
intestinal  contents  of  healthy  persons,  and  of  persons  suffering  from  other 
aff'ections.  The  organism  was  said  to  possess  certain  morphological  and 
biological  features  which  readily  distinguish  it  from  all  previously  described 
organisms.  It  was  absent  from  the  blood  and  viscera,  and  was  found 
only  in  the  intestines  ;  and  in  the  greater  number,  it  was  said,  the  more 
acute  the  attack.  Koch  also  demonstrated  an  invasion  of  the  mucosa  and 
its  glands  by  the  comma  bacilli.  The  organisms  were  found  in  the  stools 
on  staining  the  mucous  flakes  or  the  fluid  with  methylene  blue  or  fuchsin, 
— and  sometimes  alone ;  by  means  of  cultivation  on  gelatine  they  were 
readily  separated  from  the  stools.  During  his  stay  in  India,  in  Egypt,  and 
at  Toulon,  Koch  had  examined  more  than  a  hundred  cases,  and  other 
investigators  confirmed  his  statements.  Numerous  control  observations, 
made  upon  other  diarrhoeic  dejecta  and  upon  normal  stools,  were 
negative ;  the  comma  bacillus  was  found  in  choleraic  material  only,  or  in 
material  contaminated  by  cholera.      Soon  other  observers,  however, 
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described  comma -shaped  organisms  of  non-choleraic  origin;  Finkler  and 
Prior,  for  instance,  found  them  in  the  diarrhoeic  stools  of  cholera  nostras, 
Deneke  in  cheese,  Lewis  and  Miller  in  saliva.  All  of  these  organisms, 
however,  differed  in  many  respects  from  Koch's  comma  bacillus ;  and 
gradually  the  exclusive  association  of  Koch's  vibrio  with  cholera  became 
almost  generally  acknowledged.  In  1886,  indeed,  Fliigge  maintained  that 
the  comma  bacilli  must  be  regarded  as  the  cause  of  cholera,  because  they 
occur  constantly  and  exclusively  in  this  disease. 

Koch  described  his  vibrios  as  short,  curved  organisms,  often  arranged 
as  spirals ;  the  curvature  of  the  individuals  varies  greatly,  the  latter  being 
sometimes  almost  straight,  and  at  other  times  nearly  semicircular.  Two 
commas  may  be  attached  so  as  to  form  an  S  ;  spiials,  even  of  great  length, 
may  indeed  be  found.  They  possess  the  power  of  spontaneous  movement  in 
a  marked  degree,  and  readily  undergo  involution,  becoming  round  and 
coccoid  or  irregular  in  appearance.  Hiippe  assumed  these  coccoid  forms  to 
be  arthrospores ;  his  observations,  however,  are  by  no  means  convincing. 

On  the  surface  of  a  gelatine  plate  the  growth,  as  described  by  Koch, 
is  characteristic  during  the  early  stages,  the  colonies  appearing  as  small, 
whitish,  refractive  points,  so  that  the  gelatine  seems  to  be  sprinkled 
over  with  delicate  glass  splinters ;  as  the  liquefaction  of  the  nutrient 
medium  progresses  this  appearance  is  lost.  Stab-cultiKes  in  gelatine  are 
equally  characteristic :  there  is  a  whitish  growth  along  the  needle-track 
with  gradual  liquefaction,  which  at  first  is  most  marked  near  the  surface, 
so  that  a  funnel-shaped  depression  is  formed  which  appears  to  contain 
an  air-bubble.  Liquefaction  is  comparatively  slow,  but  after  six  days 
it  has  progressed  so  far  as  to  destroy  the  appearance  just  described. 
On  agar-agar  we  have  a  superficial  slimy  growth,  offering  no  special 
features ;  growth  occurs  on  potato  at  a  raised  temperature  only ;  milk 
is  not  coagulated.  Koch's  vibrio  is  capable  of  thriving  in  very  dilute 
broth  or  peptone  solution ;  it  is  a  facultative  anaerobe,  and  grows  best 
between  30°  and  35°  C. ;  drying,  acids,  and  most  disinfectant  solutions 
destroy  it  quickly. 

Animal  experiments,  in  so  far  as  their  aim  was  to  reproduce  a  typical 
choleraic  lesion,  were  not  successful  in  Koch's  hands ;  nor  can  those  per- 
formed by  Nicati,  Eietsch,  and  Van  Ermengem  be  considered  convincing. 
Subcutaneous  inoculations  and  feeding  led  to  no  result ;  direct  inoculation 
into  the  duodenum,  with  or  without  previous  ligature  of  the  bile  duct, 
frequently  produced  fatal  diarrhoea  with  abundant  vibrios  in  the  dejecta, 
but  since  this  result  seemed  to  depend  to  a  great  extent  on  intestinal 
injury  they  are  not  free  from  doubt.  Koch  himself,  indeed,  asserted  that  he 
had  induced  a  choleraic  process  by  feeding  guinea-pigs  with  pure  cultures, 
after  previous  neutralisation  of  the  gastric  contents  and  injection  of  tincture 
of  opium  into  the  peritoneal  cavity,  in  order  to  paralyse  the  intestinal 
peristalsis.  Yet  as  other  vibrios  act  in  the  same  manner  these  animal 
experiments  have  not  established  the  specifically  pathogenetic  power  of 
the  comma  bacillus.  The  sterile  products  of  choleraic  cultui'es  ad- 
ministered to  a  guinea-pig  will  cause  distinct  intoxicative  symptoms  or 
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death,  as  first  shown  by  Nicati  and  Eietsch ;  these  symptoms,  however, 
do  not  differ  from  those  produced  by  many  other  bacterial  toxins.  We 
shall  refer  to  human  experiments  later. 

Loffler  demonstrated  that  the  cholera  vibrio  possesses  a  single  terminal 
flagellum,  but  others  have  shown  that  it  may  possess  more  than  one.  Of 
more  interest,  however,  is  a  peculiar  chemical  reaction  which  Koch  pro- 
nounced to  be  characteristic,  the  so-called  cholera-red  reaction.  On 
adding  pure  hydrochloric  or  sulphuric  acid  to  a  culture  in  peptone  solu- 
tion or  in  peptone  broth,  a  pink  or  red  colour  (cholera-red)  appears.  This 
reaction  was  discovered  by  Pohl,  Bujwid,  and  Dunham  in  1886  and 
1887,  and  was  explained  by  Salkowski,  who  at  the  same  time  proved  it 
to  be  of  no  specific  value.  It  depends  merely  on  the  formation  of  indol 
from  the  albuminous  substances  in  the  culture  medium.  Many  organisms 
give  the  same  reaction  :  some  on  the  addition  of  nitrites,  others  without 
this  addition ;  the  latter  possess  the  power  of  converting  the  nitrates 
contained  in  the  broth  or  peptone  into  nitrites  first.  This  the  cholera 
vibrio  can  do,  but  many  other  vibrios  and  bacilli  do  likewise. 

This  short  description  of  Koch's  comma  bacillus  must  suffice.  He 
considered  it  to  be  the  one  specific  cause  of  cholera,  and  to  be  constant  in 
its  characters :  any  vibrio  which  did  not  agree  in  its  features  with  the  one 
discovered  l)y  himself  was  at  once  put  aside  as  non-choleraic.  This  Imn 
fell  upon  the  various  vibrios  described  by  Finkler-Prior,  Deneke,  Gama- 
leia  (vibrio  Metschnikovi),  and  others. 

The  specific  germs — Koch's  comma  bacilli — are  shed  in  the  stools 
from  the  body  during  the  first  days  of  the  disease ;  and  only  these,  or 
matter  contaminated  by  them,  as  for  instance  the  l)ed-linen,  vessels, 
latrines,  soil  or  drinking-water,  can  be  sources  of  infection.  Since  the 
vibrio  is  readily  destroyed  by  drying,  only  freshly-contaminated  objects 
are  dangerous.  Yet  it  has  been  shown  that  the  vibrio,  when  kept  moist, 
may  retain  its  vitality  for  a  considerable  time.  It  follows,  therefore,  that  the 
disease  to  be  carried  from  an  endemic  area  must  either  be  uninterruptedly 
transmitted  from  one  individual  to  another,  or  must  pass  by  a  general 
source  of  infection,  as  for  instance  a  contaminated  water-supply.  Aerial 
infection  is  excluded ;  hence  there  must  be  either  direct  contact  with 
choleraic  material  or  the  consumption  of  contaminated  food  or  unclean 
water.  Moreover,  some  personal  disposition,  brought  about  perhaps  by  ) 
dyspeptic  conditions,  or  by  the  general  delnlity  of  poverty,  starvation,  and 
overcrowding,  may  or  must  co-operate  with  the  specific  agent.  Nor  are 
locality  and  season  without  moment.  In  some  localities  the  disease  seems 
never  to  occur ;  and  the  exemption  finds  an  explanation  in  a  difference 
of  water-supply,  of  hygienic  and  economic  conditions,  and  is  independent  of 
the  particular  state  of  the  soil.  So  far  as  the  seasons  are  concerned,  the 
cholera  epidemics  in  the  temperate  zones  reach  their  climax  during  the  late 
summer  and  in  autumn  ;  that  is,  during  those  months  when  insects  abound, 
when  raw  food  is  copiously  consumed,  and  when  gastric  derangements  are 
common.  Such  in  brief  is  the  mechanism  of  infection  as  it  was  exjjlained 
by  the  contagionistic  school  which  believed  in  a  single  specific  cholera  vibrio. 


CHOLERA  ASIATIC  A 


88i 


Pettenkofer  was  one  of  the  earliest  opponents  of  this  school ;  and  until 
now  he  has  defended  the  "  localistic  "  view  against  those  of  Koch  and  the 
contagionists.  He  too  believed  in  a  transmissible  virus  (,>  ),  but  that  an 
epidemic  cannot  arise  without  concomitant  conditions  which  depend  on 
differences  of  locality  and  season  (?/) ;  so  that,  although  x  alone  may 
cause  an  individual  case,  an  epidemic  can  only  appear  when  x  and  y 
coincide.  Pettenkofer  sought  and  still  seeks  y  more  particularly  in  special 
conditions  of  the  upper  layers  of  the  soil  which  affect  %  in  such  a  way  as  to 
render  it  infective.  He  denied  formerly  that  Koch's  bacillus  is  ,t,  because 
of  its  lack  of  resistance  to  external  influences.  Koch's  adherents  main- 
tained that  Pettenkofer 's  explanation  did  not  apply  to  cholera  epidemics 
generally,  and  that  the  recent  outbreaks  especially  failed  to  satisfy  his 
conditions.  Although  Pettenkofer  has  now  accepted  Koch's  vibrio  as  the 
factor  a;,  he  still  adheres  to  the  unknown  y  on  epidemiological  evidence. 
After  the  Hamburg  epidemic  he  reminded  us  that  the  cholera  germs  may 
often  remain  quiescent,  so  that  the  epidemic  appearance  of  cholera  depends 
not  so  much  on  the  presence  of  comma  bacilli  or  a  personal  disposition, 
as  on  certain  associated  states  of  locality  and  season.  He  complains  that 
contagionists  do  not  pause  to  consider  why  certain  localities  and  areas  are 
not  visited  by  an  epidemic,  although  sporadic  cases  of  cholera  are  constantly 
present  in  them.  He  alleges  that,  in  spite  of  railways  and  steamers,  cholera 
does  not  spread  quicker  or  more  generally  than  formerly,  and  this  with 
him  is  a  strong  argument  against  the  contagionist  theory.  Cholera 
epidemics,  he  asserts,  appear  only  in  places  with  a  local  disposition. 

The  staunchest  opponent  of  Koch's  school  has  been  Dr.  D.  D. 
Cunningham,  who  is  not  yet  reconciled  to  the  opinion  that  the  "  comma 
bacillus  "  is  a  specific  element.  In  1890  he  claimed  to  have  demonstrated 
that  several  distinct  species  of  vibrio  occur  in  association  with  cholera  in 
Calcutta,  the  home  of  the  disease ;  so  that,  according  to  him,  no  one 
species,  and  least  of  all  Koch's  which  he  never  found,  can  be  regarded  as 
the  cause  of  the  disease.  He  agreed  with  Koch  that,  as  regards  the  vast 
majority  of  cases,  the  presence  of  large  numbers  of  vibrios  in  the  intestines 
is  characteristic  and  even  diagnostic.  But  he  has  seen  "  undoubted  " 
cases  of  cholera  without  comma  organisms;  and  he  has  further  observed  that 
the  vibrios  separated  from  other  cases  were  not  of  one,  but  of  various 
species  :  in  fact,  from  sixteen  cases  he  obtained  no  less  than  ten  distinct 
species,  distinct  morphologically,  biologically,  and  chemically.  He  there- 
fore concluded  that  Koch's  theory  of  cholera,  as  primarily  due  to  the 
access  of  a  specific  comma  bacillus  to  the  interior  of  the  intestinal  tract, 
must  be  abandoned ;  and  if  comma-shaped  organisms  are  to  be  regarded 
as  entering  into  the  causation  of  cholera,  it  must  be  as  members  of  a 
group  of  various  species.  In  one  case  he  separated  three  distinct  species 
— a  fact  which  suggested  to  him  that  the  special  morbid  condition  existing 
in  choleraic  enteritis  is  the  cause  of  the  presence  of  the  comma  bacilli. 
Cunningham  has  followed  up  his  observations  for  some  years,  and 
he  is  confirmed  in  his  opinion  that  the  vibrios  which  he  found  in 
association  with  cholera  are  not  of  one  kind,  nor  even  varieties  of  one 
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species,  but  are  of  different  species.  He  has  continued  to  cultivate  the 
forms  obtained  for  long  periods  under  equal  conditions,  and  has  found  that 
they  remain  distinct,  and  that  there  is  no  approximation  in  morphological 
and  biological  characters.  He  states  that  some  of  his  choleraic  vibrios  differ 
from  others  as  much  as  the  organism  of  Finkler-Prior  differs  from  Koch's 
comma  bacillus,  or  as  the  B.  subtilis  from  the  anthrax  bacillus.  As  no  one 
regards  the  latter  bacilli  as  varieties  of  the  same  species,  there  is  no 
justification  for  regarding  the  various  choleraic  vibrios  as  aberrant  forms 
of  a  common  stock.  Cunningham  is  indeed  disinclined  to  admit  that 
cholera  is  due  to  the  access  of  a  member  of  a  group  of  vibrios  ;  he 
sees  in  cholera  a  disease  caused  by  a  ptomaine  which  produces  certain 
changes  in  the  intestinal  tract  favourable  to  the  growth  and  development 
of  sundry  vibrios. 

Until  recently  Cunningham's  views  as  to  the  multiplicity  of  vibrios 
associated  with  cholera  were  either  left  unnoticed  or  generally  opposed ; 
but  Dr.  Klein  has  fully  confirmed  Cunningham's  statements  as  to  the 
permanently  different  cultural  characters  of  various  forms  of  choleraic 
comma  bacilli ;  though  he  does  not  discuss  their  specific  affinities.  Klein 
himself,  however,  until  recently,  based  his  doubts  as  to  the  causal 
relation  between  cholera  and  Koch's  comma  bacillus  chiefly  on  animal 
experiments.  He  accepted  then,  as  he  does  now,  the  fact  that  vibrios  are 
almost  always  found  in  large  numbers  in  cholera ;  but  he  considered  that 
experimental  proof  was  wanting.  It  had  been  asserted  by  Koch  and  his 
school  that  comma  bacilli,  when  introduced  into  the  small  intestine  in  a 
living  state,  are  capable  of  setting  up  an  acute  illness  resembling  Asiatic 
cholera.  We  need  not  give  Klein's  arguments  in  full,  because  it  is  now 
generally  acknowledged  that  the  lesions  produced  in  guinea-pigs  and  other 
animals  by  subcutaneous,  intraperitoneal  or  intestinal  inoculations  have 
no  specific  characters,  and  may  be  caused  by  many  other  organisms  besides 
the  so-called  cholera  vibrio.  It  is  evident,  then,  that  since  choleraic 
symptoms  cannot  be  produced  in  animals,  and  since  lesions  identical  with 
those  following  on  inoculation  with  choleraic  vibrios  are  called  forth  by 
many  organisms,  the  animal  experiment  cannot  be  used  in  support  of 
Koch's  thesis.  Intraperitoneal  inoculations  are  followed  by  fatal  peritonitis, 
but  this  does  not  differ  from  that  produced  by  similar  inoculations  with  the 
bacillus  prodigiosus,  the  vibrio  of  Finkler-Prior,  typhoid  germs  and  other 
micro-organisms.  Nor  can  it  be  maintained  that  the  intestinal  inoculation 
has  any  specific  character,  for  identical  phenomena  may  follow  if  we  use 
other  vibrios,  such  as  the  spirilla  of  Finkler-Prior  and  of  Deneke. 
According  to  Klein,  then,  animal  inoculation  cannot  be  said  to  have  proved 
the  causal  relation  between  Koch's  vibrio  and  Asiatic  cholera.  Klein  has 
always  agreed  with  other  observers  that  vibrios  are  extremely  common, 
and  almost  constantly  found  in  the  intestinal  contents  in  cholera, 
although  he  could  not  confirm  Koch  in  the  assertion  that  the  more 
acute  and  severe  the  case  the  more  numerous  are  the  comma  bacilli 
in  the  lower  ileum  :  he  did  not  find  this  definite  relation,  and  indeed 
the  assertion  is  now  generally  withdrawn.    His  attitude  has  always  been 
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one  of  reserve,  which  is  justifiable,  and  indeed  imperative,  so  long  as  the 
chain  of  evidence  is  incomplete. 

Second  Period. — The  second  period  is  characterised  by  energetic 
investigation  of  the  morphology,  biology,  and  aitiological  importance  of 
the  cholera  vibrios.  It  soon  became  evident  that  from  stools  derived  from 
cases  clinically  recognised  as  cholera  various  forms  of  curved  micro- 
organisms can  be  obtained,  which  morphologically  as  well  as  in  artificial 
cultivations  often  do  not  even  resemble  Koch's  comma  bacillus,  and 
differ  greatly  one  from  another,  or  at  least  sufficiently  so,  to  raise  the 
suspicion  in  our  minds  that  in  cholera  we  are  dealing  with  more  than  one 
kind  of  vibrio.  Even  the  unwavering  supporters  of  Koch's  views  became 
aware  that  there  is  more  than  a  grain  of  truth  in  Cunningham's  observa- 
tions on  the  variability  in  form.  Klein's  cholera  studies  in  England,  the 
only  complete  ones  in  this  country,  have  clearly  shown  that  several 
varieties  of  vibrios  are  associated  with  cholera — a  point  upon  which  most 
observers  are  now  agreed.  The  burning  question  is  whether  these  forms 
are  merely  varieties  of  one  choleraic  vibrio,  or  are  different  species.  If 
the  latter  be  the  case,  and  we  find  that  the  numerous  forms  associated 
with  cholera  are  specifically  different,  one  vibrio  in  particular-  cannot 
any  longer  be  regarded  as  an  invariable  antecedent.  This  difficulty 
has  been  felt  by  all  who  are  acquainted  with  the  bacteriology  of  cholera. 
These  inquirers  are  now  divided  into  two  camps  :  (1)  those  who  believe 
Avith  the  majority  that  cholera  is  due  to  one  organism  which  may  show 
certain  variations — in  other  words,  that  cholera  is  a  strictly  specific  disease ; 
(2)  those  who  contend  that,  as  suppuration  may  be  caused  by  any  one 
of  a  certain  number  of  micrococci,  so  likewise  may  cholera  be  caused  by 
more  than  one  vibrio.  The  present  confusion  therefore  is  great,  and 
much  ingenuity  has  been  manifested  by  the  adherents  of  the  one  A'iew  to 
overthrow  the  assertions  of  those  who  accept  the  other.  As  yet  we  have 
not  reached  the  solution  of  the  problem. 

Those  who,  amid  numerous  existing  varieties,  believe  in  the  unity  of 
the  choleraic  vibrio,  employ  special  tests  whereby  we  may  decide  whether 
we  are  dealing  with  the  specific  vibrio  or  with  one  resembling  it ;  seeing 
that  a  number  of  vibrios  have  been  found  in  water  or  elsewhere,  for  which 
places  may  readily  be  found  in  the  long  series  of  the  varieties  of  the 
cholera  microbe.  Artificial  cultivation  on  ordinary  nutrient  media,  under 
usual  or  unusual  conditions,  has  shown  that  these  choleraic  vibrios  are 
highly  pleomorphic,  and  that  they  readily  change  morphologically  and 
biologically,  chemically  and  physiologically.  Thus  Dunbar,  a  firm 
believer  in  the  vibrionic  unity  of  cholera,  admits  that  typical  comma 
bacilli  when  kept  in  water  vary  and  differ  more  from  one  another  than 
non-choleraic  water  vibrios.  True  vibrios  may  become  so  altered  as  to 
belie  their  origin  altogether.  This  extraordinary  variability,  which 
readily  leads  to  permanent  changes,  is  a  property  which  must  not  be  left 
out  of  sight ;  it  must  make  us  cautious  in  our  criticism,  for  it  is  more  than 
probable  that  what  a  few  test-tub.e  processes  can  effect  nature  and  disease 
can  do  far  more  thoroughly.    The  collected  observations  of  the  last  few 
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years,  if  they  remove  a  great  part  of  the  force  of  Cunningham's  op^josition, 
have  impressed  upon  us  the  difficulty  of  the  bacterioscopic  diagnosis  of  the 
choleraic  vibrios.  Koch  for  his  diagnosis  relied  on  microscopical  prepara- 
tions, growth  in  peptone  solution,  on  gelatine  and  agar-agar  plates,  on  the 
indol  reaction,  and  on  the  positive  animal  experiment ;  but  it  was  soon 
found  that  few,  if  any,  of  these  tests  could  be  relied  upon. 

{a)  Gruber,  after  patient  work,  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  only 
certain  criterion  is  the  appearance  of  the  colonies  in  a  gelatine  plate. 
He  points  out  that  the  attempts  to  formulate  characteristic  differences 
in  the  microscopical  appearances  between  Koch's  and  the  other  comma 
bacilli  are  vain  ;  seeing  that  one  and  the  same  race  of  Koch's  or  other  vibrio 
may  present  morphological  characters  varying  as  the  conditions  of  growth 
and  the  age  of  the  cultivation.  The  difference  in  the  microscopical 
appearance  between  individual  races  and  cultivations  is  often  greater  than 
that  between  different  species ;  so  that  it  is  impossible  by  this  method  to 
distinguish  the  cholera  vibrio.  Gruber  admits  that  the  variety  of  cholera 
vibrio,  first  described  by  Pasquale  in  an  epidemic  in  Massowah,  differs  in 
the  most  remarkable  way  from  that  of  Koch.  These  differences  have 
been  maintained  for  a  year  and  a  half  in  cultivations  on  various  media, 
and  after  passing  it  through  the  body  of  animals.  Further,  the  Massowah 
vibrio  possesses  from  four  to  six  flagella  :  Koch's  generally  has  one  only  ; 
but  in  cover-glass  preparations  some  were  always  found  to  possess  two  or 
three,  so  that  this  feature  is  not  a  constant  one,  ^nd  it  is  possible  to  regard 
the  Massowah  vibrio  simply  as  a  variety  and  not  as  a  distinct  species. 

For  a  long  time  it  was  considered  that  the  rapidity  and  manner  of 
liquefaction  of  gelatine  would  constitute  a  simple  method  of  diagnosis.  But 
it  was  found  that  the  different  generations  of  the  cholera  vibrio  show 
wide  differences  in  the  property  of  liquefying  gelatine ;  some  liquefy  it 
almost  as  rapidly  as  does  the  vibrio  of  Finkler- Prior,  some  hardly 
liquefy  it  at  all :  as  most  of  the  allied  species  of  viljrios  lie  within  these 
limits  Koch  himself  has  abandoned  this  test.  Gelatine  plate  cultiva- 
tions, according  to  Gruber,  are  of  much  more  value.  Here  it  is  import- 
ant that  the  composition  of  the  gelatine  should  be  constant,  and  that 
the  temperature  be  kept  at  or  aliout  the  same  level — 20°  to  22°  C.  being 
the  most  suitable.  The  thickness  of  the  layer  of  gelatine  on  the  plate, 
the  depth  of  the  colonies,  the  number  of  the  colonies,  the  presence  of 
other  bacteria,  all  are  factors  which  influence  the  appearance  of  colonies ; 
and,  finally,  the  distinguishing  characters  of  different  species  only  make 
their  appearance  at  certain  stages  of  development,  so  that  the  observation 
must  be  repeated  at  definite  intervals  of  time. 

The  superficial  and  the  deep  colonies  of  the  cholera  vibrio  differ  in 
appearance.  The  superficial  colonies  of  Koch's  vibrio  in  45  to  48  hours  old 
gelatine  plates  differ  from  all  other  known  vibrios  except  Deneke's  cheese 
vibrio  :  (1)  The  superficial  colonies  of  the  earlier  stage  present  an  irregular 
(never  simply  round  or  oval)  shape,  and  have  either  a  coarsely  granular 
or  a  furrowed  or  sti-iated  appeai'ance  ;  while  the  colonies  of  all  other 
vibrios,  with  the  exception  of  Deneke's,  have  a  rounded  shape,  and  appear 
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quite  structureless,  or  at  most  finely  striated.  (2)  The  deep-seated 
colonies,  even  in  sparsely-sown  plates,  present  at  an  early  stage  an  irregular 
shape  and  a  wavy,  uneven  appearance.  In  the  case  of  old  and  attenuated 
cultivations  this  irregular,  uneven  appearance  may  be  but  slightly  marked, 
yet  it  is  always  present. 

On  the  other  hand,  all  other  vibrios  (excepting  Deneke's),  especially 
in  thinly -sown  plates,  appear  rounded,  quite  structureless,  and  with  a 
smooth  surface.  On  thickly-sown  plates  the  deep  and  superficial  appear- 
ances of  these  colonies  present  a  great  similarity  to  that  of  the  cholera 
vibrio ;  so  that  the  difficulties  surrounding  this  procedure  are  many,  and 
Gruber  admits  that  after  all  the  test  is  not  conclusive. 

With  certain  cholera  vibrios  these  characteristic  appearances  may  be 
only  slightly  marked  or  altogether  absent.  Thus  some  cholera  vibrios 
liquefy  very  slowly,  and  the  superficial  colonies  have  then  quite  an 
aberrant  appearance — in  fact,  an  appearance  so  distinct  from  the  classical 
appearance  that  one  might  be  tempted  to  describe  two  kinds  of  cholera 
vibrios  simply  on  the  ground  of  these  differences. 

Yet  further  study  has  convinced  Gruber  that  it  is  possible  by  gelatine 
plates  to  distinguish  all  vibrios  from  that  of  Koch,  except  Deneke's  vibrio. 
But  seeing  that  external  conditions  have  so  great  an  influence,  and 
that  the  variations  in  mode  of  growth  of  a  particular  species  are  so  great, 
this  method  of  determining  the  species,  as  Gruber  admits,  is  extremely 
difficult  and  perhaps  uncertain ;  and  seeing  that  Gruber's  test  breaks 
down  with  Deneke's  vibrio,  for  this  reason  alone  it  must  be  regarded  as 
useless.  Recently  Gruber  himself  has  confessed  that  although  we  know 
with  certainty  that  the  vibrios  which  are  associated  with  the  choleraic 
processes  cause  the  symptoms  and  lesions  of  the  disease,  yet  we  cannot 
diagnose  the  true  nature  of  these  vibrios  with  like  certainty  ;  hence,  at 
present,  we  cannot  definitely  state  whether  those  which  have  been  separated 
from  genuine  cases  of  cholera  belong  to  one  or  several  species,  or  whether 
they  are  identical  all  over  the  world.  The  fact  which  he  now  also 
accepts — that  copious  proliferation  of  these  vibrios  may  occur  in  the  in- 
testinal tract  without  leading  to  serious  disease — while  it  compels  him  to 
assume  the  coexistence  of  certain  unknown  factors  necessary  for  the 
appearance  of  cholera  in  the  individual  or  in  a  locality,  renders  his  position 
somewhat  paradoxical. 

(5)  Pfeiffer,who  has  never  doubted  the  correctness  of  Koch's  observations 
and  deductions,  recognising,  nevertheless,  that  none  of  the  proposed  tests 
vouchsafe  a  certain  diagnosis,  introduced  a  novel  method  of  distinguishing 
between  true  and  false  cholera  vibrios.  It  was  based  on  the  fundamental 
proposition  expressed  by  Behring,  that  the  serum  of  a  protected  animal 
is  specific  in  its  action ;  that  is,  if  injected  into  an  animal  it  confers  on  it 
an  immunity  only  from  the  lesion  against  which  the  original  animal  had 
been  protected.  PfeifFer,  therefore,  rendered  animals  proof  against  a 
cholera  vibrio,  and  then  used  their  serum  as  a  test.  Its  action  being 
specific,  it  can  counteract  the  effects  only  of  one  species  of  vibrio,  and  must 
be  impotent  against  all  others.    His  method  of  procedure  is  as  follows  :  he 
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injects  a  mixture  of  anticholera  serum  with  the  suspected  organism  :  if 
the  animal  succumb,  the  organism  in  question  cannot  have  been  a  cholera 
germ  ;  if  the  animal  survive,  our  suspicions  have  been  justified.  Those  who 
dissent  from  him  object  that  this  argument  entirely  begs  the  question  as  to 
the  true  choleraic  vibrio.  Pfeiffer  selected  at  the  outset  a  comma  bacillus 
obtained  from  Hamburg,  and  used  it  as  the  genuine  form  before  he  had 
demonstrated  its  siDecific  value.  The  dissenters,  therefore,  refuse  to  accept 
his  test :  it  may  distinguish  between  varieties  or  species,  but  it  does  not 
prove  the  specific  nature  of  the  vibrio  under  suspicion.  Curiously  enough  it 
led  to  the  confession,  on  Pfeiffer 's  part,  that  the  Massowah  variety  with 
which  he  had  worked  for  some  time,  and  which  had  formed  the  basis  of 
his  cholera  studies,  is  an  impostor ;  yet  this  vibrio  had  been  used  in  most 
laboratories,  and  its  specific  nature  had  never  been  doubted  by  bacterio- 
logists. On  the  other  hand,  a  vibrio  separated  by  Ivanoff  from  a  case  of 
typhoid  fever  was  declared  to  be  geiiuine,  although  formerly  it  was 
excluded  from  the  group  of  cholera  vibrios.  Before  PfeiflPer's  method  can 
be  convincing,  it  must  be  shown  that  cholera  is  specific  in  the  sense 
that  it  is  caused  by  one  form  of  vibrio,  and  only  one.  If  this  be  so, 
and  if,  under  such  conditions,  Pfeiffer  was  fortunate  enough  to  secure  f 
this  one  vibrio,  then  the  immunity  test  might  become  absolute ;  if 
the  specificity  of  protective  serum  within  Pfeiffer 's  narrow  limitation  can 
be  accepted. 

Sanarelli  objects  that  Pfeiffer  and  Issaeff  themselves  have  shown 
that  normal  horse's  serum  is  as  active  as  that  of  cholera -immune 
animals  ;  and  Roux  maintains  against  Behiing's  law  that  antitetanic  serum 
can  destroy  the  lethal  effect  of  snake  poisons.  Further,  Sanarelli's  own 
serum  tests  led  to  results  very  different  from  those  of  Pfeiffer ;  for  he 
obtained  reciprocal  action  between  many  choleraic  and  non-choleraic 
vibrios :  he  concludes  that  "  it  is  established  that  the  serum  of  an 
animal  vaccinated  against  a  pathogenetic  organism  is  endowed  with  pro- 
tective action,  not  only  with  regard  to  varieties  of  the  same  species,  but 
also  with  regard  to  organisms  belonging  to  a  different  species.  The 
bacteriological  diagnosis  of  the  choleraic  vibrio  by  means  of  anticholera 
serum,  therefore,  is  a  practice  not  warranted  by  results." 

Dunbar  and  Klemperer  agree  with  Pfeiffer  in  regard  to  the  specificity 
of  the  cholera  serum  and  its  value  as  a  diagnostic  test ;  nevertheless  the 
former  acknowledges  that  a  true  vibrio  may  become  so  altered  in  its 
properties  that  it  will  eventually  react  negatively.  C.  Frankel  and  Gruber 
are  neither  of  them  willing  to  accept  the  absolute  validity  of  this  test, 
Bordet,  however,  applying  the  serum  test  in  a  manner  differing  from 
that  of  Pfeiffer,  that  is,  by  studying  the  antimicrobic  power  of  the  serum 
outside  the  body,  to  some  extent  disagrees  with  Sanarelli,  and 
asserts  that  this  power  of  a  serum  is  always  more  marked  towards 
identical  vibrios  or  towards  varieties  of  a  species.  But  yet  we  find  from 
his  researches  that  the  "  Massowah  serum  "  reacts  on  a  Calcutta  vibrio, 
but  not  on  vibrios  obtained  from  Constantinople,  Hamburg,  East  Prussia, 
and  Casino ;  and  that  the  "  East-Prussia  serum "  reacts  also  on  the 
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Hamburg  and  Constantinople  varieties,  but  not  on  the  Massowah  vibrio. 
Bordet  believes  that  the  preventive  action  of  the  cholera  serum  is 
specific  to  the  same  extent  as  its  germicidal  action.  Pfeiffer  has  asserted 
that  if  vibrios  inoculated  into  the  peritoneal  cavity  of  a  cholera-proof 
guinea-pig  become  transformed  into  granular  masses,  or  if  the  same  result 
follow  a  similar  injection  of  a  mixture  of  vibrios  with  specific  serum,  they 
are  genuine  comma  bacilli.  This  granular  transformation  is  called  Pfeiff'er's 
phenomenon.  Bordet  states  that  the  same  phenomenon  can  be  obtained 
outside  the  animal  body  on  a  glass  slide,  if  a  little  of  the  suspected  culture 
and  normal  serum  be  mixed  with  a  few  drops  of  anticholeraic  serum  : 
then  if  we  are  dealing  with  true  vibrios  they  are  at  once  changed  into 
a  granular  mass.  Those  vibrios  which  do  not  respond  to  Bordet's 
reaction  fail  to  respond  to  Pfeiffer's  test ;  and  Bordet  therefore  proposes 
his  method  as  a  quicker  and  readier  procedure,  and  also  as  a  less  ex- 
pensive one,  since  it  requires  fewer  animals.  A  vibrio  which  gives  a 
positive  reaction  may  be  considered  genuine ;  but  Bordet  acknowledges  that 
a  negative  reaction  must  be  accepted  with  reservation,  because  some  vibrios 
are  more  resistant  than  others.  Mr.  H.  E.  Durham,  simplifying  the  test, 
has  recently  come  to  the  same  conclusion ;  but  he  also  confesses  that  the 
limits  of  the  absolute  value  of  this  serum  test  for  the  diagnosis  of  cholera 
vibrios  has  yet  to  be  determined,  and  he  adds  that  a  series  of  gradations 
in  intensity  of  reaction  between  serum  and  vibrios  has  been  observed. 
It  is  evident,  then,  that  at  present  we  are  surrounded  by  contradictions, 
and  must  suspend  our  judgment. 

Metschnikoff  criticised  both  Gruber's  and  Pfeiff'er's  tests  adversely ; 
the  latter,  because  it  leads  us  to  paradoxical  results.  Of  Gruber's  test 
he  says  that  it  is  precisely  the  regularity  and  circular  appearance  of 
young  colonies  of  Deneke's  vibrio  which  have  always  been  taken  to  dis- 
tinguish this  vibrio  from  the  cholera  vibrio  :  yet  in  young  colonies  of 
Deneke's  vibrio  we  find  among  the  symmetrical  colonies  others  of  irregular 
contour ;  and  among  the  varieties  of  cholera  vibrio,  on  the  other  hand,  we 
find  some  which  present  a  regular  contour.  Here  then  we  find  no  way 
out  of  our  difficulties.  But  we  may  state  that  the  validity  of  Pfeiff'er's 
tests  can  hardly  be  accepted,  unless  it  be  shown  that  morphological  and 
cultural  variation  is  never  accompanied  by  chemical  variation. 

Metschnikoff  is  also  of  the  opinion  that  among  the  water  vibrios 
found  independently  of  any  cholera  outbreak  there  are  choleraic  vibrios. 
Of  these  we  shall  now  speak. 

(c)  Sanarelli  discovered  a  number  of  vibrios  in  water,  which  often 
could  not  be  immediately  traced  to  any  epidemic  of  cholera,  present  or 
past ;  these  he  pronounced  to  be  choleraic  vibrios,  altered  or  modified  by 
saprophytic  conditions  of  life.  We  must  premise  that  he  accepts  the 
researches  of  those  who  maintain  that  there  are  varieties  of  comma  bacilli, 
and  who  doubt  the  exclusive  specificity  of  Koch's  original  organism. 
This  doubt  he  considers  still  more  justifiable  in  the  light  of  Rumpel's 
and  Metschnikoff's  discoveries  of  cholera  vibrios  in  the  fgeces  of  healthy 
persons,  to  which  we  may  add  similar  observations  by  Cunningham, 
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Pasquale,  Lesage,  and  Macaigne.  He  rejects  the  criticisms  of  Hiippe 
and  Friedrich,  who  attempted  to  show  that  all  these  various  forms 
are  merely  physiological  varieties  of  one  and  the  same  species,  and  he 
rejects  Koch's  six  tests  also,  namely,  (1)  microscopical  examination  ;  (2) 
cultivation  in  peptone  solution  ;  (3)  appearances  on  a  gelatine  plate  ;  (4) 
appearances  on  an  agar-agar  plate;  (5)  the  nitros-indol  reaction;  and  (6) 
the  animal  test.  Sanarelli  obtained  altogether  32  water  vibrios  of 
extreme  variability,  many  of  which  satisfied  even  Koch's  conditions ; 
and  his  conclusion  was  that,  in  the  absence  of  an  epidemic,  vibrios  may 
be  found  which  are  identical  with  the  true  choleraic  germs.  Now  an 
animal  protected  against  any  one  of  these  varieties  is  not  necessarily 
proof  against  the  others.  Sanarelli  abandons  the  narrow  conception  of 
morphological  and  biological  uniformity ;  he  believes  there  are  different 
races  of  vibrio  all  capable  of  causing  true  cholera ;  and  that  we  must 
consider  many  of  the  non-pathogenetic  forms  as  varieties  which  under 
special  conditions  may  become  virulent.  Yet  since,  taken  collectively, 
they  resemble  one  another  in  many  respects,  it  is  very  probable  that  all 
the  varieties  obtained  from  choleraic  stools  or  from  water  have  a  common 
origin,  their  differences  being  caused  by  the  saprophytic  conditions  which 
they  find  in  water. 

In  continuing  his  researches,  Sanarelli,  after  having  produced  diarrhoea 
in  normal  guinea-pigs,  separated  12  vibrios  from  their  intestinal  tract, 
which  also  he  regarded  as  choleraic  forms.  Pfejffer's  serum  test,  as 
already  mentioned,  he  declares,  more  or  less  on  the  same  grounds  as 
Metschnikoff,  to  be  utterly  inadequate.  Sanarelli  also  disagrees  with 
Pfeiffer  in  regard  to  certain  varieties  which,  in  his  own  hands,  by  means 
of  the  serum  test,  reacted  as  true  choleraic  organisms,  though  Pfeiffer 
on  the  strength  of  the  same  test  had  considered  them  to  be  non-choleraic  ; 
he  goes  further  than  this,  for  he  denies,  from  experiments  of  his  own, 
the  specificity  of  protective  serum,  since  he  succeeded  in  conferring  an 
immunity  on  guinea-pigs  against  choleraic  infection  by  means  of  anti- 
typhoid serum,  and  again  by  means  of  a  serum  obtained  from  an  animal 
inoculated  against  the  vibrio  of  Metschnikoff,  which  is  generally  acknow- 
ledged not  to  be  choleraic.  It  is  not  quite  easy  to  follow  all  Sanarelli's 
arguments,  but  it  seems  that,  although  he  believes  in  a  common  origin  of 
all  the  various  choleraic  vibrios,  he  is  an  opponent  of  those  who  insist  on 
a  specific  comma  bacillus  ;  for  in  his  last  paper  he  thus  expresses  himself  : 
"  Nous  pouvons  conclure  qu'il  y  a  des  races  diverses  de  vibrions  chol6- 
riques  inegalement  virulents." 

(f^)  In  connection  with  Sanarelli's  work  we  may  consider  that  of  Mr. 
Hankin,  who  regards  the  many  varieties  of  vibrios  as  degenerate  forms  of 
Koch's  organism.  In  his  opinion  the  discoveries  of  vibrios  in  the  water 
and  elsewhere  throw  doubt  rather  on  the  tests  for  the  cholera  microbe 
described  by  Koch,  than  on  the  authenticity  of  the  cholera  microbe  as  the 
cause  of  cholera.  He  summarises  his  results,  obtained  in  India,  as  follows  : 
In  a  large  number  of  localities,  situated  often  under  very  different  climatic 
and  other  conditions,  microbes  resembling  that  of  cholera  are  extremely 
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rare,  except  in  places  in  which  cholera  has  recently  existed.  During  the 
epidemic,  according  to  his  experiments,  they  generally  show  virulence, 
power  of  giving  the  indol  reaction,  and  other  characters  regarded  as  typical 
of  the  cholera  microbe.  After  the  cessation  of  the  epidemic  they  are 
greatly  diminished  in  virulence  for  guinea-pigs  ;  and  in  their  limited  ability 
of  growing  on  agar-agar  they  betray  a  diminution  of  vitality,  which  he 
regards  as  an  indication  of  diminished  virulence.  Such  degenerated 
vibrios  show  a  great  tendency  to  die  out  in  ordinary  cultures,  so  that 
it  is  difficult  to  keep  them  alive  for  any  long  time.  The  conclusion 
he  draws  is  that  these  vibrios  are  the  cholera  microbe  in  various  states 
of  degeneration.  The  cessation  of  an  epidemic  is  due  to  a  weaken- 
ing of  the  microbe.  AVhether  the  degenerate  microbes  can  under  any 
conditions  regain  their  virulence,  and  thus  again  become  capable  of 
starting  an  epidemic,  is  a  question  he  leaves  unanswered.  Such  a  view 
is  simple,  but  it  is  too  simple ;  and  Hankin  evidently  relies  on  a  guinea- 
pig  test,  which  all  other  workers  consider  unsatisfactory.  We  cannot 
allow  that  all  the  varieties  described  by  Cunningham  and  others  can  on 
such  evidence  be  neglected  as  degenerate  forms  of  one  and  the  same  microbe. 

It  is  manifest  that  at  present  the  argument  is  extremely  involved,  and 
that  it  is  impossible  to  come  to  a  definite  decision.  It  appears  that  most 
observers  who  have  studied  the  question  associate  comma  bacilli  closely 
with  cholera :  some  of  these  uphold  the  unity  of  the  vibrio,  others 
accepting  this  unity  declare  that  its  forms  are  manifold ;  and  forms  which 
some  regard  as  varieties  of  one  species  of  organism,  others  describe  as 
distinct  species.  Rumpf  sums  up  his  experiences  gathered  during  the 
Hamburg  epidemic  in  the  former  sense,  and  concludes  that  undoubtedly 
Koch's  comma  bacillus  is  the  cause  of  Asiatic  cholera,  and  that  its  home  is 
the  Ganges.  Human  intercourse  diffuses  it,  but  a  phase  outside  the  human 
body,  that  is,  an  ectanthropic  period  of  existence  and  development  there 
must  be.  This  phase  is  frequently  passed  in  the  water  where  the  comma 
bacilli  experience  changes  in  infective  virulence.  Long  seasons  of  warmth 
favour  their  development,  rains  and  cold  inhibit  it ;  but  beyond  India 
they  cannot  gain  a  permanent  footing,  although  they  may  survive  for 
months  and  years  under  suitable  surroundings,  gradually  losing  their 
original  features  ;  these,  however,  they  may  regain  under  given  conditions 
and  for  a  given  time.  Carried  away  by  the  rivers  and  streams,  they 
reach  the  digestive  tract  through  the  water,  in  some  cases  perishing  at 
once,  in  others  passing  away  harmlessly,  and  in  yet  others  producing  lesions 
varying  in  intensity  from  diarrhoea  to  typical  cholera.  Personal  disposition 
in  this  connection  is  of  far-reaching  importance.  These  views  are  evidently 
a  modification  of  those  originally  held  by  the  contagionist  school,  but 
years  must  elapse  before  a  complete  solution  of  the  problem  is  found. 

A  few  matters  still  remain  to  be  discussed  in  the  light  of  recent 
knowledge:  these  are  (1)  the  pathogenetic  properties  of  the  comma 
bacilli ;  (2)  their  chemistry ;  (3)  the  production  of  immunity  in  animals 
and  in  man ;  and  (4)  the  vitality  of  the  vibrios  outside  the  human  body. 

1.  The  Pathogenetic  Properties  of  the  Comma  Bacilli. — (a)  We  have 
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already  referred  to  earlier  animal  experiments  on  the  pathogenetic  proper- 
ties of  the  cholera  vibrios.  These,  however,  were  hardly  convincing,  and, 
a  few  exceptions  ajDart,  it  has  generally  been  admitted  that  it  is  impossible 
to  produce  a  true  choleraic  state  in  animals.  Recent  researches  have 
shown  that  intraperitoneal  inoculation  of  guinea-pigs  is  generally  followed 
by  death ;  and  this  reaction  at  one  time  was  thought  by  Koch  and 
Pfeiffer  to  be  characteristic  of  the  true  vibrios  :  we  now  know,  however, 
that  no  reliance  can  be  placed  on  this  test.  It  was  further  thought  that 
the  results  following  such  intraperitoneal  inoculation  are  specific,  and 
therefore  of  great  value  for  the  purpose  of  diagnosis.  But  Klein  has 
conclusively  demonstrated  that  the  same  symptoms  and  the  same  ana- 
tomical changes  follow  intraperitoneal  injections  of  other  bacterial  forms, 
such  as  the  vibrio  of  Finkler-Prior,  the  bacterium  coli,  the  bacillus 
prodigiosus,  proteus,  and  others ;  and  his  observations  have  been  con- 
firmed by  Sobernheim,  Gruber,  and  others.  Hence  there  is  nothing 
specific  in  this  animal  reaction.  Sanarelli  likewise  maintains  that  the 
enteritis  which  may  be  produced  by  infection  with  choleraic  vibrios  is 
not  specific,  and  is  identical  with  that  produced  by  other  organisms 
or  their  toxins.  According  to  Gamaleia,  on  inoculation  a  disease  not 
unlike  cholera  appears  in  dogs,  with  the  symptoms  of  vomiting,  diarrhoea, 
convulsions,  cold  and  cyanosis. 

In  considering  the  immunity  of  man  under  certain  conditions  of 
season  and  locality,  the  two  factors  especially  dwelt  upon  by  Pettenkofer, 
the  question  arose  in  the  mind  of  MetschnikofF  whether  the  presence  of 
other  micro-organisms  in  the  intestinal  tract  may  co-operate  in  this  result. 
Kitasato  had  worked  at  this  problem  in  1889  :  using  artificial  media,  he 
found  that  the  growth  of  cholera  vibrios  was  generally  not  arrested  by 
the  presence  of  other  micro-organisms — on  the  contrary,  that  cholera 
vibrios  checked  and  even  destroyed  a  variety  of  bacilli  in  a  few  days. 
Kitasato,  however,  found  some  exceptions  to  this  general  statement ;  the 
bacillus  jjyocyaneus,  for  instance,  is  stronger  than  the  cholera  vibrio. 
Metschnikoff  was  able  to  confirm  this  latter  statement,  and  found,  by 
culture  on  artificial  media,  that  cholera  vibrios  are  extremely  sensitive  to 
the  presence  of  other  organisms,  and  when  subject  to  these  conditions 
undergo  certain  developmental  and  morphological  changes.  He  then 
proceeded  to  inquire  whether  the  immunity  of  animals  against  intestinal 
cholera  could  be  explained  by  postulating  some  action  of  intestinal  micro- 
organisms antagonistic  to  the  cholera  vibrios. 

For  this  purpose  Metschnikoff  used  suckling  rabbits,  in  whose  intes- 
tinal canal  micro-organisms  are  scanty  and  of  few  kinds.  By  experi- 
ments on  artificial  media  he  found  that  certain  species  of  torula  and 
sarcina  were  favourable  to  the  development  of  cholera  vibrios.  On 
infection  by  the  mouth  with  the  Massowah  vibrio,  together  with  a  torula  and 
a  sarcina,  four  rabbits,  aged  4  to  8  days  old,  were  attacked  with  fatal 
cholera ;  liut  death  did  not  occur  for  7  to  9  days.  In  a  second  series  of 
experiments  he  used  a  combination  of  cholera  vibrios,  a  sarcina,  a  torula,  and 
a  bacillus  (related  to  B.  coli) ;  of  twenty-eight  rabbits  two  only  survived, 
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and  death  frequently  occurred  in  36  to  48  hours.  On  section  the 
small  intestine,  especially  the  ileum,  was  hypergemic,  and  the  caecum  was 
distended  with  a  fluid  which  often  recalled  the  characteristic  appearance 
of  the  watery  stools  in  man.  Microscopically  the  small  intestine  more 
especially  contained  the  cholera  vibrios ;  in  the  majority  of  cases  in  pure 
culture.  The  caecum,  while  also  presenting  numerous  vibrios,  always 
contained  other  bacilli  besides.  By  examining  animals  at  various 
stages  of  the  process  it  was  found  that  the  torula,  sarcina,  and  colon 
bacillus,  originally  added,  disappeared  in  a  few  hours  ;  so  that  the  result 
was  not  a  mixed  infection,  but  possibly  one  similar  to  that  seen  in  inocu- 
lations with  the  tetanus  bacillus,  which  requires  the  association  of  other 
organisms  or  of  its  own  toxin  to  produce  the  fatal  spasms.  Nor  can  the 
process  be  regarded  as  a  simple  intoxication  ;  for  Metschnikoff  describes 
thirteen  cases  of  spontaneous  infection  among  broods  of  rabbits  suckled  by 
the  same  mother.  Here  the  quantity  of  infective  material  had  been  small, 
too  small  to  account  for  the  fatal  result  on  the  hypothesis  of  intoxication. 
These  results  were  only  obtained  with  suckling  rabbits ;  when  the  young 
had  fed  on  green  food  they  were  no  longer  susceptible. 

Of  young  guinea-pigs  similarly  treated,  thirteen  out  of  seventeen 
died  ;  but  diarrhoea  was  a  rare  occurrence,  and  the  post-mortem  appear- 
ances were  far  less  pronounced.  On  the  other  hand,  the  vibrios  were 
found  in  the  blood  of  the  heart  in  thirteen  cases. 

Dunbar  maintains  that  the  specificity  of  Koch's  cholera  vibrio  has 
actually  been  proved  by  the  experiments  of  Sabolotny,  who,  like  Metsch- 
nikoff, asserts  that  he  has  produced  true  cholera  in  animals.  He 
fed  marmots  {Spermophilus  guttatus)  with  comma  bacilli,  and  thereby 
produced  an  infection  presenting  the  clas.sical  symptoms  of  Asiatic  cholera  ; 
of  this  malady  50  per  cent  of  the  animals  died.  They  became  prostrate, 
refused  food,  their  temperature  fell  from  38°  to  32°  C,  clonic  spasms 
and  cyanosis  appeared,  and  after  death  the  gut  was  filled  with  fluid,  often 
sanguineous,  and  containing  white  flocculi,  which  consisted  to  a  great  extent 
of  cholera  vibrios.  However  interesting  these  observations  of  Metsch- 
nikoff" and  Sabolotny  may  be,  they  carry  less  conviction  on  account  of 
the  very  special  nature  of  the  animals  used.  It  is  practically  useless  to 
look  to  inoculations  of  rodents  or  dogs  or  of  any  animal  for  positive 
proof.  Inoculations  of  pigeons  by  some  observers  are  stated  to  be  a  dis- 
tinguishing test  between  true  and  spurious  cholera  vibrios,  the  former 
having  no  eff"ect  on  these  animals.  Sawtschenko  and  Weichselbaum,  how- 
ever, showed  that  though  generally  immune,  pigeons  succumb  occasionally  ; 
and  Salus  found  that  they  can  frequently  be  infected  with  the  true  cholera 
vibrio  as  readily  as  with  Metschnikofl''s  vibrio  :  herein  he  is  confirmed 
by  Rumpel,  Weibel,  and  others,  so"  that  this  test  also,  once  vaunted,  had  to 
be  abandoned. 

(b)  Experiments  on  man  have  contributed  much  towards  establishing 
the  infective  nature  of  the  cholera  vibrios.  Pettenkofer,  Emmerich, 
Metschnikoff,  and  Hasterlik  collectively  report  observations  made  on 
eighteen  persons,  who  swallowed  pure  cultures  of  vibrios.    In  some  cases 
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severe  symptoms  followed,  in  others  none,  in  others  again  slight  diarrhoea. 
The  cases  described  by  Macnamara,  who  saw  five  persons  out  of  nineteen 
fall  victims  to  cholera  after  drinking  water  which  had  been  contaminated 
with  choleraic  dejecta  ;  the  well-known  case  of  Orgel  of  Hamburg  ;  Koch's 
equally  famous  case;  as  well  as  that  of  Freymuth  and  Lickfelt,  where 
cholera  had  been  acquired  in  the  laboratory  ;  or  the  experiments  of  Boche- 
fontaine  and  Klein,  cannot  be  used  as  arguments  for  or  against  the  question 
under  discussion  :  there  is  no  evidence  that  pure  cultures  had  been  used  in 
these  cases.  We  may  ask,  indeed,  whether  the  other  cases  are  convincing  'i 
The  doubtful  critic  may  maintain  with  some  justice  that  they  are  not,  for 
amongst  the  eighteen  persons  not  one  succumbed  to  the  infection.  Yet 
MetschnikofF,  whose  opinion  is  of  great  value,  declares  that  in  at  least 
one  case  he  observed  the  symptoms  of  true  cholera  to  follow  the  drinking  of 
a  pure  culture  of  Koch's  vibrio  ;  and  that,  in  spite  of  the  variability  of  the 
comma  bacillus,  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  that  it  is  the  specific  cause  of 
cholera.  AVe  must  refrain  from  expressing  a  positive  opinion,  for  evidence 
based  on  young  sucklings  and  marmots  and  on  a  few  cases  of  diarrhoea 
is  insufficient,  although  it  brings  us  nearer  to  a  solution  of  this  vexed 
question.  Pettenkofer,  indeed,  who  for  more  than  ten  years  was  an 
avowed  opponent  of  Koch's  views,  has  been  constrained,  on  the  strength 
of  the  observations  of  the  last  three  years,  to  acknowledge  the  vibrio  as 
the  specific  organism  of  cholera. 

We  must  also  point  out  that  Haffkine's  patient  anticholeraic  vaccina- 
tions in  India  have  contributed  much  to  establish  this  hypothesis.  .Haff"kine 
is  firmly  convinced  that  the  cause  of  cholera  is  one  variable  vibrio  ;  and 
for  the  purpose  of  vaccination  he  uses  living  cultures  of  that  which  he 
considered  to  be  the  choleraic  vibrio.  He  originally  prepared  two  vac- 
cines, a  weakened  first  virus  and  a  strengthened  second  virus  ;  so  that  the 
princijile  of  his  inoculations  is  the  same  as  that  practised  in  the  case  of 
anthrax.  Now  if  his  operations  have  been  accompanied  by  adequate 
success,  it  may  be  argued  that  they  will  go  far  to  establish  the  specific 
action  of  the  cholera  vibrio,  and  also  to  prove  that  we  ai-e  dealing  with 
one  organism  of  protean  shapes.  His  results  up  to  this  date  have  been 
very  satisfactory.  Thus  in  Calcutta  he  found  that  the  mortality  among 
the  inoculated  was  17 '2  4  times  less,  and  the  incidence  of  cholera  19  "2  7 
times  less  than  among  the  non-inoculated ;  so  that  the  present  evidence  is 
certainly  in  favour  of  the  anticholeraic  vaccination.  If  further  observa- 
tions confirm  the  results  already  obtained,  we  can  hardly  any  longer 
doubt  the  specificity  of  the  cholera  vibrio.  The  test  of  experience  on 
man  is  therefore  that  best  calculated  to  carry  conviction. 

2.  Chemistry  of  the  Cholera  Vibrio. — A  few  words  on  the  nature  of 
the  cholera  toxin  will  suffice,  since  our  knowledge  of  it  is  still  very  imper- 
fect. Scholl  obtained  from  cultures  in  eggs  a  toxic  peptone  which, 
however,  according  to  Gruber  and  Wiener,  can  be  obtained  from  unin- 
fected eggs.  Emmerich  and  Tsuboi  explained  cholera  as  a  nitrite 
intoxication,  but  their  fallacies  were  disproved  by  Klemperer,  who  showed 
that  cholera  vibrios  which  have  lost  the  power  of  forming  nitrites  remain 
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virulent  nevertheless.  PfeifFer  assumed  that  the  poison  is  protoplasmic, 
and  contained  in  the  bacterial  cells  ;  others  assumed  that  this  poison  is  not 
specific,  but  is  a  substance  common  to  many  bacteria  (a  protein,  Klein's 
intracellular  poison).  Brieger,  it  may  be  remarked,  had  formerly 
separated  six  ptomaines  from  impure  cholera  cultures  ;  and  Gamaleia  had 
anticipated  Pfeiff'er  when  he  described  two  poisons  belonging  to  the  group 
of  nucleins  and  nucleo-albumins  which  he  had  extracted  from  the  bodies 
of  the  vibrios  :  while  Wesbrook  showed  that  the  nature  of  the  cholera 
products  varies  with  the  medium  in  which  the  vibrios  grow.  Passing 
over  the  numerous  observations  made  by  various  writers,  it  may  suffice 
to  say  that  none  of  the  substances  separated  so  far,  whatever  their  nature 
may  be,  is  capable  of  producing  in  animals  the  symptoms  characteristic 
of  the  disease  in  man ;  the  chemical  identity  of  the  products  formed  in 
the  body  of  choleraic  individuals  and  of  those  developed  in  artificial 
media  has  not  yet  been  proved.  It  must  be  remarked,  however,  that 
with  most  of  the  substances  mentioned,  different  as  their  nature  may 
be,  an  artificial  immunity  may  be  produced  in  the  animal. 

3.  On  Artificial  Immunity  little  need  be  said,  since,  as  we  have  seen, 
animal  experiments  have  not  as  yet  been  of  much  assistance ;  indeed, 
they  have  contributed  rather  to  our  confusion.  HafFkine,  as  already 
mentioned,  employed  Pasteur's  method  of  vaccination  with  attenuated 
and  strengthened  living  virus.  Immunity  by  means  of  living  cultures 
may  be  produced  by  subcutaneous  or  intraperitoneal  injections,  but  also 
by  means  of  the  introduction  of  vibrios  through  the  mouth ;  indeed,  some 
observers  maintain  that  the  highest  degrees  of  immunity  are  obtained  by 
feeding.  With  regard  to  the  methods  of  protection  there  exist  two  views 
of  the  pathogenesis  of  cholera.  Some  consider  the  lesions  naturally  occur- 
ring in  man,  and  artificially  produced  in  animals,  to  be  due  to  intoxication  ; 
so  that  in  order  to  produce  an  immunity  all  that  is  required  is  to  render 
the  body  toxin-proof :  the  seat  of  infection  is  of  secondary  importance. 
Others  believe  that  the  locality  where  the  vibrio  thrives  cannot  be 
neglected  ;  and  that  an  immunity  of  the  skin  or  peritoneum,  for  example, 
does  not  imply  an  immunity  of  the  intestinal  tract.  The  latter  experi- 
menters assert  that  guinea-pigs,  immune  on  subcutaneous  or  intra- 
abdominal inoculation,  are  still  susceptible  to  an  infection  by  the  mouth. 
There  is,  however,  considerable  diversity  of  opinion  on  this  point. 
Metschnikoff,  experimenting  on  man,  was  inclined  to  believe  that  the 
intestinal  tract  cannot  be  rendered  cholera-proof  by  any  form  of  artificial 
infection ;  while  Sanarelli,  maintaining  that  cholera  is  a  toxic  enteritis, 
contends  that  a  cholera  immunity  must  depend  on  an  acquired  tolerance 
of  the  cholera  poison  by  the  intestinal  walls.  Sabolotny  agrees  with 
Metschnikoff  that  subcutaneous  or  intraperitoneal  treatment  does  not,  in 
the  case  of  marmots  at  least,  protect  against  gastric  infection. 

It  is  important  to  know  whether  one  form  of  choleraic  vibrio  protects 
against  all  others.  According  to  Pfeiff'er,  the  action  of  all  true  comma  bacilli 
is  reciprocal,  but  there  is  no  reciprocity  in  protection  between  the  true  and 
false  vibrios.    An  immunity  established  by  intraperitoneal  injection  of 
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one  organism  may  lead  to  a  merely  transitory  immunity  from  another 
and  different  organism,  but  to  a  lasting  immunity  from  identical  organisms. 
An  animal  protected  against  the  cholera  vibrio  is  still  susceptible  to  the 
vibrio  of  Metschnikoff'.  This  is  the  fundamental  principle  of  his  serum 
test.  On  the  other  hand,  Sabolotny  asserts  that  artificial  immunity 
procured  Avith  one  variety  does  not  necessarily  imply  protection  against 
others  ;  and  many  observers — such  as  Salus,  Weibel,  and  Sanarelli — main- 
tain that  there  is  a  reciprocal  protectiA^e  action  between  the  vibrios  of 
Metschnikoff"  and  the  true  cholera  vibrios.  This  seems  to  be  so  well 
established,  that,  if  we  accept  the  theory  of  the  unity  of  the  vibrios,  we 
are  almost  forced  to  find  a  place  for  this  organism  in  the  long  series 
of  choleraic  forms ;  an  admission  hardly  calculated  to  make  matters  r 
easier,  but  nevertheless  the  logical  outcome  of  laboratory  observations.  i 
Haff"kine's  experiment  in  India  seems  to  show  that  by  means  of  one 
variety  of  the  comma  bacillus  an  immunity  can  be  produced  in  man 
against  all  other  true  vibrios.  Thus  once  more  we  come  face  to  face  with  ' 
contradictions  which  may  find  their  natural  explanation  in  the  variable 
conditions  of  experiment. 

Numerous  experiments  have  also  been  made  with  serum,  and  the  fact  ' 
is  established  that  an  animal  may  be  protected  against  a  cholera  peri- 
tonitis by  means  of  a  specific  serum.  Klemperer  and  others  showed  that 
the  serum  obtained  from  individuals  who  have  recovered  from  cholera  has 
a  marked  protective  action,  and  that  the  serum  of  artificially  protected 
animals  is  equally  potent.  These  observations  ought  to  be  regarded  as  an 
additional  proof  of  the  specificity  of  the  comma  bacillus ;  but  Metsch- 
nikoff and  others  have  shown  that  normal  serum  is  frequently  thus 
active,  and  we  have  said  that  horse's  serum,  according  to  Pfeiff'er  and 
Issaeff",  possesses  similar  protective  power.  Nevertheless  it  is  generally 
accepted  that  to  confer  an  immunity  from  cholera  upon  an  animal  is  to 
I'ender  its  serum  anticholeraic  ;  and  experiments  have  further  shown  that 
by  gastric  inoculations  also  this  result  can  be  obtained.  We  have  re- 
ferred above  to  the  conflict  of  opinion  on  the  specificity  of  the  serum  of 
protected  animals,  and  we  do  not  wish  to  reopen  the  matter.  Whether 
a  therapeutic  serum  will  ever  be  found  for  cholera  must  be  left  to  the 
future ;  suffice  it  to  state  here  that  Behring  is  firmly  convinced  of  its 
possibility,  and  is  at  the  present  time  striving  hard  to  secure  it.  The 
various  views  held  from  time  to  time  with  regard  to  a  natural  cholera 
immunity  need  not  detain  us  further  than  just  to  allude  to  the  ingenious 
explanation  put  forward  by  G.  Klemperer,  who  believes  that  it  depends 
on  the  nuclein  substances  of  the  intestinal  epithelium  which  possess 
marked  antimicrobic  power. 

4.  Vitality  of  the  Cholera  Vibrio. — -If  we  assume  that  the  vibrios  are 
the  cause  of  cholera,  we  are  forced  to  meet  the  objections  of  those  who 
deny  their  setiological  importance  on  the  ground  of  their  want  of  resist- 
ance to  external  influences.  If  we  are  to  accept  the  opinion  mentioned 
above,  that  the  various  water  vibrios  are  but  degenerated  or  altered 
forms  of  one  species,  we  shall  find  less  difficulty  in  explaining  outbreaks 
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or  sporadic  cases  of  cholera.  But,  apart  from  this  unproved  hypothesis, 
recent  observations  have  shown  that  the  choleraic  vibrios  are  more 
resistant  than  is  generally  supposed,  (a)  These  organisms  may  find  an 
abode  in  persons  actually  or  apparently  healthy.  Thus  during  the 
winter  epidemic  of  1892-1893  the  presence  of  Koch's  vibrio  was  demon- 
strated, in  the  Hamburg  Hygienic  Institute,  in  twenty-eight  healthy 
persons ;  and  also  in  the  members  of  certain  families  similar  observa- 
tions were  made.  These  twenty-eight  persons  had  been  in  contact  with 
cholera  patients,  and  their  stools  were  solid  or  semi-solid.  Abel  and 
Claussen  found  vibrios  in  the  faeces  of  13  out  of  17  healthy  persons 
who  had  been  in  daily  intercourse  with  cholera  patients,  (i)  In  the 
stools  of  convalescents  from  cholera  vibrios  were  found  after  50,  47,  27, 
16,  10,  and  8  days;  and  (c)  it  has  been  shown  that  thej^  may  remain 
alive  and  capable  of  proliferation  in  choleraic  dejecta  for  a  considerable 
time.  Thus  Gruber  isolated  vibrios  from  a  stool  which  had  been  kept 
for  15  days;  Karlinski  from  stools  52,  37,  and  28  days  old;  while 
Dunbar  succeeded  in  the  same  search  after  76,  143,  and  163  days,  and 
occasionally  even  after  8  months,  (d)  As  regards  artificial  cultivation,  the 
cholera  vibrio  has  been  shown  to  be  highly  saprophytic.  Thus,  according 
to  Frankel,  it  thrives  in  solutions  of  0"4  per  cent  aspartate  of  sodium,  and 
in  water  it  will  also  remain  alive  for  some  time  ;  on  potato  boiled  in  salt 
solution  it  grows  well  at  the  ordinary  temperature,  and  even  at  8°  C. 
In  ordinary  milk  it  survives  1 2  hours  to  6  days ;  on  fruit  and  fish  for 
some  days,  (e)  From  flies  fed  on  choleraic  material  the  vibrios  could  be 
separated  after  14  days;  on  silk  threads  they  remained  in  a  vital  con- 
dition for  13  to  86  days,  and  dried  on  glass  for  120  days.  (/)  Even 
severe  degrees  of  cold  can  be  resisted  for  a  few  days ;  the  concurrence  of 
saprophytes,  according  to  Kitasato,  has  but  little  influence  on  them ;  but 
acids  soon  destroy  them,  {g)  In  water  they  remain  alive  for  many  days  ; 
in  sterile  distilled  water  for  73  days  to  a  year ;  in  sterile  well-water  for 
months,  but  in  unsterilised  water  for  from  4  to  25  days.  Orgel,  indeed, 
succeeded  in  keeping  them  alive  in  ordinary  Elbe  water  for  almost  a  year. 
Hence  these  vibrios  are  possessed  of  no  little  tenacity  ;  and,  if  they  be  the 
cause  of  cholera,  there  is  no  difficulty  in  explaining  the  spread  of  an 
epidemic,  so  that  Pettenkofer's  early  objection — already  withdrawn  by 
himself — falls  to  the  ground. 

Summary. — If  we  now  review  shortly  our  position  with  regard  to 
the  bacterial  aetiology  of  cholera,  we  find  that  (1)  vibrios  are  so  con- 
stantly associated  with  the  disease  that  their  absence  may  justly  be  taken 
as  an  error  in  observation ;  (2)  vibrios  are  frequently  found  in  pure 
culture  to  the  exclusion  of  other  organisms.  (3)  These  vibrios  are  pos- 
sessed of  great  variability,  both  morphologically  and  biologically  ;  so  that 
new  forms,  widely  different  from  the  original  stock,  can  readily  be 
produced  in  the  laboratory.  We  have,  therefore,  some  justification  in 
regarding  the  various  kinds  of  vibrios  obtained  from  cholera  dejecta 
as  descendants  of  one  species ;  but  we  have  as  yet  no  means  of  proving 
this  assumption.    (4)  None  of  the  various  tests,  taken  singly,  suffice  to 
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establish  the  unity  or  specificity  of  the  vibrios  ;  but  the  circumstantial 
evidence  is  fairly  strong — indeed,  so  far  as  our  present  knowledge  goes, 
almost  convincing,  (a)  Pfeiffer's  test,  with  its  modifications,  although 
not  an  absolute  one,  has  proved  the  true  nature  of  a  very  large  number  of 
vibrios  obtained  from  undoubted  cholera  cases,  or  from  sources  where 
contamination  had  taken  place  ;  though  in  some  instances  it  has  broken 
down.  (/3)  Further,  there  is  the  evidence  of  Klemperer  that  the  serum 
of  persons  who  have  recovered  from  cholera  has  protective  powers  against 
inoculations  of  animals  with  cholera  vibrios ;  and  that,  conversely,  the 
serum  of  animals  rendered  immune  by  means  of  choleraic  vaccination 
displays  the  same  powers.  True,  normal  serum  often  has  the  same  action, 
but  certainly  to  a  less  degree,  (y)  Within  certain  limits  this  action  of 
the  serum  of  protected  animals  is  specific.  (S)  Lastly,  there  are  the 
observations  of  Haffkine  in  India,  who  finds  that  the  subcutaneous  inocu- 
lation of  a  true  vibrio  will  protect  man  against  Asiatic  cholera.  The 
various  lines  of  argument  all  then  converge  towards  one  point,  namely, 
the  unity  and  specificity  of  the  choleraic  vibrios.  Time  will  show 
how  far  this  classification  is  final. 

We  shall  conclude  this  account  with  directions  to  guide  the  physician 
in  the  bacteriological  diagnosis  of  cholera  ;  but  we  must  premise  that, 
comparatively  simple  as  this  is  in  skilled  hands,  it  cannot  be  undertaken 
by  persons  unfamiliar  with  bacteriological  methods. 

Bacterial  Investigation  of  Bowel  Contents  and  of  Dejecta.  — The 
methods  here  summarised  were  those  used  by  Dr.  Klein  in  his  examination 
of  reputed  cholera  material  during  the  occurrence  of  cholera  in  England 
in  1893.  The  cases  may  be  classified  bi-oadly  in  two  kinds  :  (1)  Those  in 
which  microscopical  examination  showed  crowds  of  comma  bacilli  in  the  mucous 
flakes ;  and  (2)  Those  in  which  at  the  outset  comma  bacilli,  as  compared  with  other 
bacilli,  were  in  a  small  minority.  It  is  in  cases  of  the  latter  kind,  which 
present  the  greater  difficulty,  that  the  value  of  Method  3  is  recognised. 
On  the  other  hand,  when  the  comma  bacilli  are  originally  present  almost 
in  pure  culture,  other  methods  are  equally  good. 

Method  1. — A  flake  from  the  dejecta  is  placed  in  peptone  broth,  and 
incubated  at  37°  C.  In  24  hours  an  abundant  crop  of  vibrios  is  found  in 
the  superficial  layers  of  the  broth.  This  pellicle  consists  of  a  practically 
pure  culture,  or  at  any  rate  is  a  culture  which  easily  allows  of  pure  sub- 
cultures being  obtained. 

Method  2. — A  flake  is  placed  in  sterile  salt  solution  or  broth  ;  it  is 
shaken  up,  and  from  this  gelatine  or  agar  tubes  are  inoculated,  and  plates 
are  made.  In  agar  plates  incubated  at  37°  C,  numerous  colonies  may  be 
found  in  20  to  30  hours.  In  the  gelatine  plates,  after  2  to  3  days' 
incubation  at  20°  to  22°  C,  numerous  typical  colonies  can  be  got. 

Method  3. — A  flake  is  placed  directly  into  Dunham's  peptone  salt  solution 
(1  per  cent  peptone,  0'.5  per  cent  sodium  chloride),  or  the  Dunham's  solution 
is  inoculated  after  previous  dilution  of  the  material.  The  peptone  solu- 
tion, after  6,  8,  to  10  hours'  incubation  at  37°  C,  shows  a  definite  turbidity, 
due  to  the  rapid  growth  of  the  comma  bacilli ;  and  the  cholera-red  reaction 
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may  be  obtained.  For  speedy  diagnosis  this  method  is  most  valuable  :  in 
6  to  1 2  hours,  or  at  latest  in  1 6  hours,  comma  bacilli  can  be  found  in  the 
superficial  layers  of  the  peptone  solution,  so  that  in  24  hours  pure  sub- 
cultiu-es  and  the  cholera-red  reaction  can  be  obtained  in  secondary  peptone 
tubes.  Also  a  positive  result  may  be  got  by  this  method  in  cases  in 
which  the  microscopical  examination  has  failed  to  give  definite  evidence 
of  the  presence  of  vibrios. 

A.  A.  Kanthack. 
J.  W.  W.  Stephens. 

Clinical,  Pathological,  and  Therapeutical  Aspects  of 
Asiatic  Choleka 

Symptoms  of  Cholera. — In  different  epidemics  and  different  indi- 
vidual cases  these  present  considerable  variation.  It  will  be  most  con- 
venient to  describe,  in  the  first  place,  the  phenomena  of  an  ordinary 
seizure — the  form  of  disease  most  frequently  met  with ;  and  then  briefly 
to  delineate  those  less  common  manifestations  Avhich  are  seen  during 
the  course  of  epidemic  outbreaks,  and  seem  to  owe  their  exceptional 
character  to  variations  in  the  strength  and  amount  of  the  poison,  or 
to  peculiarities  in  the  constitution  and  proclivities  of  individuals  who  have 
been  subjected  to  its  influence. 

The  Ordinary  Form. — In  a  characteristic  case  of  cholera  it  is  always 
possible  to  distinguish  certain  well-marked  stages  which  have  been  desig- 
nated by  their  most  striking  features.  A  premonitory  or  incubative 
stage  can  be  recognised  in  a  large  proportion  of  cases,  followed  by  the 
stage  of  evacuation,  of  which  purging,  vomiting  and  muscular  cramps 
are  the  most  prominent  phenomena ;  to  this  succeeds  a  stage  of  collapse, 
characterised,  as  the  name  implies,  by  profound  depression  of  all  the 
functions  of  the  body ;  finally,  a  stage  of  reaction,  in  which  more  or  less 
febrile  excitement  is  manifested,  ends,  in  favourable  cases,  in  recovery. 

The  stage  of  incubation  is  that  which  intervenes  between  the  recep- 
tion of  the  poison  and  the  manifestation  of  serious  and  characteristic 
disturbance  of  health.  Its  dm-ation  varies  from  a  few  hours  to  a  few 
days,  probably  not  exceeding  ten.  Three  to  six  days  appear,  inferen- 
tially,  to  be  the  usual  length  of  this  stage ;  though  precise  and  positive 
knowledge  is  wanting,  owing  to  the  lack  of  exact  information  as 
to  what  enters  the  body  and  how  and  when  it  effects  an  entrance.  The 
symptoms  of  deranged  health  which  may  be  felt  or  observed  during  this 
period  are  referable  to  gastro-intestinal  irritation,  and  to  a  disturbed  or 
depressed  condition  of  the  nervous  system.  Diarrhoea  is  the  most  common 
precursor  of  cholei'a :  it  may  last  for  hours  or  even  days,  and  is  apt  to 
be  copious  and  watery,  motions  being  passed  three  or  four  times  a  day  ;  it 
may  be  painless  or  accompanied  with  griping.  There  is  often  a  feeling 
of  weight  or  oppression  at  the  pit  of  the  stomach,  and  there  is  reason  to 
believe  that  in  this  stage  the  function  of  digestion  is  seriously  impaired 
Chevers).    The  nervous  symptoms  take  the  form  of  malaise,  depression 
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of  spirits,  pallor,  anxious  expression,  exhaustion,  giddiness,,  tinnitus  and 
headache. 

In  most  cases  premonitory  symptoms  are  not  noticeable  or  are  very 
transient ;  and  the  disease  sets  in  without  warning,  with  violent  purging 
and  vomiting,  speedily  followed  by  cramps  and  progressive  exhaustion. 
These  are  the  essential  phenomena  of  the  stage  of  evacuation,  which 
may  last  from  two  to  twelve  hours  or  longei' — the  duration  depending 
probably  on  dosage  and  vital  resistance.  The  purging  is  frequent,  copious 
and  watery.  The  earlier  stools  are  fseculent,  the  later  pale,  resembling 
whey  or  water  in  which  rice  has  been  boiled — a  fiocculent  or  curdy  sedi- 
ment being  deposited  on  standing.  Later  motions  are  sometimes  sanious. 
Successive  evacuations  should  be  received  in  separate  vessels  for  observa- 
tion and  comparison.  There  may  be  griping  or  abdominal  pain ;  more 
frequently  there  is  neither.  The  bulk  of  material  passed  in  this  stage  is 
often  very  large.  Vomiting  generally  begins  later  than  purging : 
the  contents  of  the  stomach  are  first  expelled ;  and  it  has  been  observed 
that  these  are  often  undigested,  though  they  have  been  in  the  stomach 
for  some  time.  The  later  rejections  are  watery  and  copious,  emitted  with 
force,  and  occasionally  tinged  with  blood.  Vomiting  is  easily  excited  by 
ingesta,  and  these  are  genei-ally  returned  sooner  or  later.  In  some  cases 
distressing  and  exhausting  retching  occurs  without  much  result.  The 
reaction  of  the  vomited  material  varies ;  it  is  sometimes  very  acid. 
Muscular  cramps  are  a  painful  feature  of  this  stage  ;  they  may  begin 
with  the  pui'ging,  and  be  prolonged  into  the  next  stage.  The  legs  are 
their  most  frequent  seat ;  but  the  muscles  of  the  abdomen  and  back,  and 
in  some  cases  the  whole  muscular  system,  may  be  affected ;  the  cramped 
muscles  feel  hard  and  knotty,  and  in  many  cases  the  pain  is  very  severe. 
The  temperature  of  the  body  falls  somewhat  as  this  stage  proceeds,  the 
surface  becoming  cold,  dusky,  clammy,  or  covered  with  sweat.  The 
features  are  drawn,  eyes  sunk,  expression  anxious  or  blank,  fingers  and  toes 
shrivelled,  tongue  white  and  cold.  There  is  great  thirst  and  much  rest- 
lessness. The  breathing  is  not  thus  far  much  affected,  but  the  pulse  rises 
in  rate  and  loses  in  force.  The  patient  becomes  greatly  exhausted,  and, 
though  generally  sensible,  is  apathetic.  Recovery  may  take  place  in  this 
stage  by  cessation  of  purging,  vomiting  and  cramps,  and  gradual  restora- 
tion of  strength ;  but  in  the  majority  of  cases  a  more  profound  depression 
of  vitality  sooner  or  later  supervenes.  This  is  the  stage  of  collapse,  into 
which  the  patient  may  lapse  gradually  or  suddenly.  It  may  last  from 
two  or  three  to  foi'ty-eight  hours,  or  even  more,  the  attention  being 
AvithdraAvn  from  the  evacuations,  and  arrested  by  the  signs  of  alarming 
exhaustion.  Liquid,  colourless  motions  may  still  be  occasionally  passed 
involuntarily ;  or  the  presence  of  watery  material  may  be  detected  in 
the  intestines  by  palpation  or  succussion.  Vomiting  or  attempts  to  vomit 
may  persist,  and  cramps  are  often  present,  sometimes  terribly  painful. 
But  these  symptoms  are  overshadowed  by  the  evidences  of  failing  power : 
the  pulse  flickers  and  fails  at  the  wrist,  and  is  sometimes  imperceptible 
in  the  brachial  and  almost  so  in  the  femoral  arteries ;  its  rate,  always 
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accelerated,  may  rise  to  120  or  140,  or  even  higher.  The  heart  sounds 
get  less  distinct,  especially  the  first :  in  some  cases  strange  murmurs  and 
friction  sounds  are  detected  in  this  stage  (Wall),  which  betoken  disturbed 
and  inco-ordinate  contraction  of  its  walls  or  the  existence  of  clots  in  its 
cavities. 

The  capillary  circulation  becomes  slow  and  feeble,  the  surface  gets 
livid ;  respiration  is  quick  and  shallow,  painful  and  often  paroxysmal 
dyspnoea  arises,  compelling  the  sufferer  to  struggle  for  breath ;  the 
expired  air  is  cold  and  deficient  in  carbonic  acid.  The  face  presents 
the  characteristic  choleraic  expression — features  pinched,  skin  drawn, 
eyeballs  sunken  and  surrounded  by  a  dark  areola,  lids  half  closed,  pupils 
contracted,  mouth  open,  teeth  covered  with  sordes,  tongue  cold,  counte- 
nance apathetic.  The  general  surface  is  cyanotic  and  clammy  or  bedewed 
with  cold  sweat :  the  fingers  and  toes  are  wrinkled.  There  is  great 
restlessness  and  profound  debility.  The  intelligence  is  clouded,  the 
senses  impaired,  the  muscular  power  diminished :  in  some  cases  sense 
and  sensibility  and  capacity  of  movement  are  retained ;  in  others  coma 
or  a  semi-comatose  state  exists.  The  voice  is  husky  and  feeble,  or  the 
patient  can  speak  only  in  faint  whispers.  Thirst  is  imperative,  and  a 
feeling  of  coldness  is  felt.  The  urine  is  suppressed  ;  the  bladder  is 
generally  emptied  in  the  pi'cceding  stage,  and  no  further  accumulation 
of  urine  takes  place.  The  temperature  of  the  surface  and  mouth  is 
greatly  and,  in  fatal  cases,  increasingly  depressed,  and  may  fall  below 
90°  F. ;  the  temperature  of  the  axilla  is  higher,  but  yet  below  normal, 
readings  of  95°  to  97°  F.  being  not  uncommon  in  this  stage;  the  rectal 
temperature  may  be  slightly  subnormal  or  normal,  but  in  time  it  shows  a 
tendency  to  rise  above  the  normal. 

In  this  stage  a  peculiar  and  characteristic  odour  may  be  detected  in 
the  breath  and  from  the  skin.  The  motions  are  devoid  of  smell  unless 
they  are  retained,  in  Avhich  case  they  quickly  become  offensive.  It  is  in 
this  stage  of  cholera  that  death  most  frequently  occurs ;  and  the  fatal 
event  may  happen  early  or  late,  very  suddenly  or  after  some  lingering 
hours  while  life  and  function  are  slowly  waning.  Death  may  occur  by 
apncea,  asthenia  or  coma. 

The  stage  of  reaction  is,  generally  speaking,  characterised  by  a 
gradual  restoration  of  power  and  resumption  of  function.  The  pulse 
returns  to  the  -wrist,  feebly  and  fitfully  at  first ;  but  there  is,  in  favour- 
able cases,  a  progression  in  steadiness  and  strength.  The  breathing 
becomes  easy  and  the  patient  tranquil.  Blueness,  coldness,  shrinking 
and  clamminess  of  the  skin  give  way  to  roundness  and  warmth.  Tempera- 
ture is  normal  or  slightly  raised.  The  stomach  regains  its  tone,  and  food 
is  retained.  The  stools  resume  their  proper  colour ;  some  looseness  may 
persist,  but  the  motions  are  less  frequent  and  less  watery,  and  exhibit 
successively  deepening  tints  of  gray  and  brown.  Urine  is  passed,  though 
its  reappearance  may  be  delayed  for  many  hours ;  it  is  at  first  scanty, 
high-coloured,  of  strong  smell  and  high  specific  gravity,  albuminous,  and 
containing  indoxyl  and  casts ;  then  it  becomes  wateiy  and  copious. 
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Mental  activity  and  muscular  power  return,  and  complete  recovery  may 
take  place  within  a  few  days. 

So  happy  a  result  is,  however,  by  no  means  invariable.  In  a  con- 
siderable proportion  of  cases  (from  10  to  25  per  cent)  events  occur  during 
the  stage  of  reaction  which  constitute  a  serious  departure  from  the 
normal  sequence,  and  prolong  the  illness  or  cause  death. 

The  variations  which  take  place  in  the  symptoms  and  course  of  cholera 
are  numerous  and  well  marked,  and  have  led  to  the  distinction  of 
several  forms  of  the  disease.  These  varieties  of  cholera  are  apt  to 
present  themselves  more  or  less  prominently  in  different  epidemics  and 
at  different  periods  of  the  same  epidemic ;  and,  for  purposes  of  diagnosis 
and  treatment,  it  is  highly  important  to  take  them  into  account.  They 
are  best  described  in  the  order  of  succession  of  the  phases  of  the  ordinary 
disease. 

1.  The  disturbance  of  health  may  be  slight  and  transient.  Duiing 
an  epidemic  of  cholera  many  jjersons  complain  of  slight  malaise,  anorexia 
and  looseness  of  bowels,  which  pass  off  with  or  without  treatment.  This 
is  the  so-called  ambnlatory  form.  The  disease  appears  to  be  arrested  or 
abortive  in  the  incubative  stage. 

2.  In  other  and  more  frequent  cases  the  diarrhoea  is  more  pronounced 
and  persistent — painless,  accompanied,  perhaps,  with  nausea  or  vomit- 
ing, and  sometimes  with  cramps.  The  stools  are  copious  and  watery, 
inclining  gradually  to  the  rice-water  type.  There  is  no  su^jpression  of 
urine.  Cases  of  this  kind  occur  in  anticipation  of  or  during  an  epidemic, 
and  contribute  to  that  excessive  prevalence  of  diarrhoea  which  statistics 
indicate  as  generally  concomitant  with  cholera.  With  or  without  the 
aid  of  medicine  recovery  usually  takes  place  within  twenty-four  hours ; 
but  not  unfi-eqiiently  such  cases,  especially  if  untreated,  lapse  into  true 
cholera.  This  form  of  disease  has  received  the  name  of  choleraic  diarrhoea 
or  cholerine,  and  appears  to  represent  an  arrest  in  the  stage  of  evacuation. 

3.  On  the  other  hand,  this  stage  may  seem  to  be  absent,  patients 
passing  quietly  into  fatal  collapse  without  either  vomiting  or  j^urging. 
Cases  of  this  sort  ha-\'e  been  described  as  occui'ring  at  Karachi  in  the  year 
1846,  and  at  Teheran  in  the  same  year.  On  post-mortem  examination, 
however,  the  characteristic  lesions  and  evacuations  of  cholera  are  found  in 
such  cases.  The  absence  of  evacuation  and  the  rapid  prostration  have 
been  attributed  to  the  large  dose  or  special  virulence  of  the  poison  which 
rapidly  overpowers  vital  resistance  and  energy.  This  form  of  disease  is 
very  rare ;  it  has  been  called  cholera  sicca. 

4.  The  stage  of  collapse  is  very  short ;  death  takes  place  suddenly 
from  apnoea,  with  symptoms  of  gravely  distui'bed  cardiac  action  and 
impeded  circulation  through  the  lungs.  This  may  depend  on  spasm  of 
the  pulmonary  arterioles,  on  the  difficulty  of  transmission  of  the  inspissated 
blood  from  the  right  heart  into  the  lungs,  or  on  the  foi'mation  of  clots  in 
the  right  cavities.  Dr.  AVall  has  described  murmurs  and  friction  sounds 
which  he  attributes  to  this  cause  :  the  condition  is  not  necessarily,  though 
frequently  fatal.    It  may  be  called  the  emholic  form  or  phase  of  cholera. 
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5.  On  the  other  hand,  the  cold  stage  may  be  prolonged  up  to  thirty- 
six  or  forty-eight  hours.  Recovery  sometimes  takes  place  in  such  cases, 
but  the  unfavourable  contingencies  of  the  reaction  stage  are  more  likely 
to  occur  under  these  circumstances. 

6.  The  intelligence  of  the  patient — in  other  words,  the  activity  of  the 
brain  and  nervous  system — is  in  some  cases  marvellously  keen  during  the 
stages  of  evacuation  and  collapse ;  but  a  condition  of  growing  prostration 
and  apathy  is  the  rule.  In  some  instances  the  clouding  of  the  intellect 
and  dulling  of  the  senses  are  early  and  profound,  and  out  of  harmony 
with  the  other  symptoms.  This  primary  choleraic  stupffr  has  been  attri- 
buted to  the  direct  effects  of  the  choleraic  poison  on  the  nerve  tissue 
(Wall). 

The  varieties  of  cholera  depending  upon  variations  in  the  phenomena 
and  course  of  events  in  the  stage  of  reaction  are  numerous  and  important. 

7.  The  reaction  may  he  imperfect.  Some  revival  from  collapse  may 
occur,  but  the  temperature  remains  subnormal,  purging  and  vomiting 
continue,  the  pulse  does  not  regain  power,  exhaustion  is  progressive,  and 
the  patient  in  time  sinks  from  asthenia,  or  may  pass  into  a  fatal  typhoid 
phase. 

8.  In  other  cases,  after  temporary  amelioration,  there  is  a  relapse  of 
the  purging  or  vomiting,  and  death  by  exhaustion  sooner  or  later  ensues, 
though  recovery  from  the  relapse  is  possible.  The  relapse  may  be  induced 
by  the  use  of  purgatives  or  indiscretion  in  diet. 

9.  A  very  serious  variety  of  cholera  is  the  hyperthermic  form,  in  which 
during  collapse  the  rectal  temperature  is  found  rising  to  100^  F.  and 
over.  The  axillary  temperature  soon  follows  suit,  and  a  very  high  degree 
of  heat  (as  much  as  107°  F.  in  the  axilla,  and  109°  F.  in  the  rectum- 
Wall)  may  be  reached.    Such  cases  are  very  fatal. 

10.  During  the  stage  of  reaction  patients  not  unfrequently  lapse  into 
a  typhoid  state.  This  does  not  depend  on  excessive  temperature  or  on 
suppression  of  urine,  but  seems  to  correspond  rather  with  the  state  of 
"  prostration  with  excitement "  met  with  under  other  circumstances. 
The  symptoms  are  those  of  the  typhoid  condition,  however  caused — 
moderate  elevation  of  temperature  (101°  to  102°  F.),  excitement  of  pulse 
and  respiration,  failing  power,  restlessness,  delirium,  subsultus,  dry  tongue 
and  lips,  sordes,  stupor  merging  into  coma,  and  in  prolonged  cases  pur- 
pura and  bed-sores.  This  condition  is  generally,  but  not  necessarily 
fatal.  Convalescence  is  very  slow  in  the  non-fatal  cases.  There  are 
cases  which  seem  to  occupy  an  intermediate  position  between  the  hyper- 
thermic and  the  typhoid  cases ;  in  these  mild  fever  of  an  intermittent  or 
remittent  form  complicates  and  delays  recovery. 

11.  In  these  febrile  states  eruptions  sometimes  make  their  appearance. 
The  more  common  are  urticaria  and  erythema  :  the  latter  may  be  bright 
in  colour  and  widely  diffused.  Roseola,  maculae  and  bullge  have  been 
described.  The  eruption  in  such  cases  may  perhaps  be  considered  a 
sort  of  exanthem. 

12.  Suppression  of  urine,  and  the  consequent  urcemia,  constitute  the 
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most  important  and  anxious  feature  of  an  abnormal  reaction.  The 
reappearance  of  urine  is  sometimes  delayed  for  many  hours  or  even  days 
without  serious  results ;  1)ut  such  delay  is  always  a  cause  of  anxiety, 
and  in  most  cases  of  prolonged  suppression  cerebral  symptoms  attest 
the  retention  of  waste  matters  in  the  blood.  Stupor  with  restlessness, 
muttering  delirium,  spasmodic  contraction  of  muscles,  bloodshot  eyes, 
contracted  pupils,  dry  lips  and  tongue,  sordes,  vomiting,  slow  pulse  are 
the  chief  symptoms  ;  the  patient  often  lapsing  into  fatal  coma.  The 
bowels  may  remain  relaxed  ;  this  is  favourable  and  should  not  be  checked. 
Vomiting  of  grass  green  material  has  been  noted  in  this  state.  The 
secretion  or  discharge  of  bile  may  be  suspended,  and  this  adds  to  the 
gravity  of  the  case.  Chevers  has  described  this  dual  suppression  as  cholo- 
ursemia.  On  the  re-establishment  of  the  urinary  secretion  the  alarming 
symptoms  may  subside  and  convalescence  proceed. 

The  Sequelae  of  Cholera. — A  number  of  untoward  events  may  arise  • 
during  the  stage  of  convalescence ;  they  may  be  classified  as  follows  : — 

1.  Functional.  —  Under  this  head  are  included  anaemia,  debility, 
nervous  depression,  jaundice  (a  rare  but  dangerous  complication),  gastric 
irritability,  persistent  hiccough,  insomnia,  dementia,  paraplegia,  anasarca, 
iri'egularity  of  bowels  and  chronic  diarrhoea.  In  pregnant  women 
abortion  is  almost  invariable ;  the  child  dies  during  the  algide  stage 
and  is  sooner  or  later  expelled.  Signs  of  cholera  are  often  found  in 
the  foetus  (Wall). 

2.  Inflammatonj. — (Edema  of  the  lungs,  bronchitis,  pneumonia  and 
pleurisy  are  not  unfrequently  met  with,  especially  in  conjunction  with 
suppression  of  urine.  Meningitis,  conjunctivitis,  arthritis  and  parotitis 
have  also  been  described.  The  parotid  inflammation  sometimes  ends  in 
abscess.  Dysentery  is  an  occasional  complication  of  convalescence,  but  it 
is  mild  in  type  and  amenable  to  treatment. 

3.  Destructive. — Ulceration  of  the  cornea  is  not  uncommon.  Bed-sores 
sometimes  form  in  low  cases  of  typhoid  character  and  uraemia  if  the  nursing 
be  defective.  Gangrene  of  the  nose,  ears,  penis  and  scrotum,  more  rarely 
of  the  fingers  and  toes,  is  also  met  with,  especially  among  natives  of 
India.  The  dead  parts,  if  limited,  may  be  separated  and  cast  off",  but 
extensive  gangrene  is  generally  fatal. 

Pathology  and  Pathological  Anatomy.— The  morbid  changes  dis- 
closed by  post-mortem  inspection  of  cholera  cases  vary  with  the  stage  of 
the  disease  in  which  death  took  place.  As  a  general  rule,  alterations  in 
blood  distribution  are  the  most  prominent  feature  of  early  deaths. 
Epithelial  disorders  of  mucous  tracts  and  evidences  of  glandular  irritation 
occur  later ;  and  in  more  protracted  cases,  indications  of  more  serious 
structural  changes — inflammatory  or  necrotic — may  be  seen.  The  morbid 
anatomy  of  typical  cholera  is  characteristic  and  constant.  The  surface  of 
the  body  retains  the  peculiarities  already  described,  which  need  not  be 
repeated.  Post-mortem  rigidity  appears  early  and  lasts  long.  In  some 
cases  musculai'  contractions  occur  soon  after  death  and  cause  distortions 
of  the  body. 
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The  digestive  tract  reveals  signs  of  grave  disorder  which  are  usually 
most  marked  towards  the  termination  of  the  ileum.  The  stomach  is 
generally  empty  ;  its  lining  membrane  is  usually  congested,  the  degree 
of  hyperaemia  varying ;  ecchymoses  are  occasionally  seen,  and,  rarely, 
haemorrhage  into  the  cavity ;  a  state  of  catarrhal  inflammation  is  some- 
times found  ;  the  contents  may  be  acid,  neutral,  or  alkaline ;  the  duo- 
denum and  jejunum  usually  exhibit  hyperaemia,  either  continuous  or  patchy, 
arborescent  or  capillary.  The  lining  membrane  is  generally  swollen  and 
sodden,  and  a  pulpy  material  can  be  scraped  off  it,  which  consists  mostly 
of  granular  cells  and  amorphous  protoplasmic  masses.  Enlargement  of 
Brunner's  glands  has  been  described  (Griesinger),  and  denudation,  often 
extensive,  is  frequently  seen.  Whether  this  shedding  of  epithelium  be  the 
result  of  a  necrotic  process  during  life  or  a  post-mortem  detachment  is  a 
subject  of  doubt  and  dispute. 

The  ileum  participates  in  the  changes  occurring  higher  up,  but  the 
last  twelve  or  eighteen  inches  of  it  exhibit  them  more  strongly  and 
sometimes  this  portion  shows  special  signs  of  diseased  action.  The 
solitary  glands  are  enlarged  and  stand  out  prominently,  and  Peyer's 
patches  are  congested  and  swollen.  This  portion  of  the  gut  may  also 
be  covered  with  a  croupous  or  diphtheritic  pellicle,  more  or  less  adherent 
to  the  surface,  and  flocculent  processes  may  project  into  the  lumen  of 
the  tube,  and  may  occasionally  fill  and  obstruct  it.  Separation  of  this 
material  may  give  rise  to  excoriation  or  even  to  ulceration.  Ecchymoses 
of  the  walls  and  haemorrhages  into  the  cavity  of  the  small  intestine 
sometimes  occur. 

The  large  intestine  is  generally  less  .seriously  diseased  than  the  small. 
Congestion  and  catarrhal  inflammation  may  occur,  and  in  rare  cases 
ulceration  giving  rise  to  haemorrhage. 

The  walls  of  the  intestinal  tube  are  generally  thickened,  and  the 
lumen  contracted.  The  peritoneal  surface  is  injected,  and  presents,  as 
Dr.  Wilks  has  observed,  a  characteristic  rosy  colour.  The  peritoneal 
cavity  contains  no  fluid.  The  mesenteric  glands  are  enlarged,  hyperaemic, 
and  infiltrated  with  a  whitish  granular  exudation  (Aitken). 

The  contents  of  the  intestines  vary  in  quantity  according  to  the 
amount  of  vomiting  and  purging  during  life ;  they  vary  in  quality 
according  to  the  stage  of  the  disease  and  intensity  of  the  morbid  process. 

The  cholera  stool  is  a  turbid,  gray  or  grayish  white  liquid,  resembling 
water  in  which  rice  has  been  boiled.  On  standing,  a  granular,  curdy  or 
flaky  material  subsides,  leaving  a  whey -like  supernatant  fluid.  The 
reaction  of  the  material  is  alkaline,  and  its  specific  gravity  from  1005  to 
1015.  The  material  found  in  the  intestines  after  death  resembles  the 
sediment  which  settles  from  the  evacuations  passed  during  life.  The 
solid  elements  in  a  motion  amount  to  from  10  to  30  parts  per  1000,  the 
soluble  salts  from  5  to  10,  and  albumin  and  extractives  from  2  to  20 
(Parkes).  The  amount  of  albumin  is  small,  but  of  salts — sodium  and 
potassium  chloride,  sodium  phosphate,  carbonate  and  sulphate — con- 
siderable.   Nitric  acid  sometimes  gives  a  red  reaction.    Considered  as  a 
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derivative  from  the  blood  the  cholera  evacuation  accounts  for  a  large  loss 
of  water,  a  large  loss  of  soluble  salts,  and  a  moderate  loss  of  albumin 
and  animal  matter. 

The  microscopy  of  the  intestinal  discharges  and  contents  has  been  the 
subject  of  laborious  investigations.  The  objects  found  are  embraced  in 
the  following  categories  : — 

1.  Debris  of  food. 

2.  Results  of  epithelial  proliferation  and  glandular  irritation — amor- 
phous, granular,  and  protoplastic  masses,  granular  cell  forms,  and  cloudy 
epithelia.  The  amount  of  epithelial  cells  found  in  the  contents  after 
death  exceeds  that  discovered  in  the  stools  during  life. 

3.  Red  blood  cells  and  leucocytes.  Much  of  the  protoplasmic 
granular  material  which  forms  so  large  a  proportion  of  the  solid  constituent 
of  the  stool  is  held  to  be  derived  from  changes  which  haA-e  taken  jjlace  in 
white  cells  that  have  migrated  from  the  blood  (Lewis). 

4.  Organisms  ;  some  peculiar  to  cholera,  others  incidental  to  it.  The 
bacteriology  of  the  disease  has  been  already  described. 

The  liver  is  generally  affected  with  venous  congestion,  the  colour  being 
dark,  and  venous  blood  escaping  on  section.  The  gall-bladder  is  full  of 
bile,  which  in  later  stages  is  thin  and  watery.  Shedding  of  the  epithelium 
of  the  bile  ducts  has  been  described.  There  is  no  mechanical  impediment 
to  the  discharge  of  bile  through  the  ducts. 

The  spleen  is  not  enlarged  ;  on  the  contrary,  it  presents  signs  of  con- 
traction and  expulsion  of  liquid. 

The  kidneys  exhibit  evidence  of  grave  pathological  disturbance.  They 
are  increased  in  size  and  much  congested.  Ecchymotic  spots  and  patches 
are  sometimes  seen  beneath  the  capsule  and  throughout  the  parenchyma. 
The  tubes  are  blocked  with  a  granular  and  protoplastic  material.  The 
epithelial  cells  are  cloudy  and  swollen,  their  contents  granular,  and  in  later 
stages  fatty.  In  advanced  cases  the  tubes  are  devoid  of  epithelial  cover- 
ing. The  cells  undergo,  in  fact,  an  acute  process  of  degeneration  and 
destruction. 

The  state  of  the  imne  accords  with  these  conditions.  The  secretion 
is  at  first  suppressed,  then  scanty,  of  high  specific  gravity,  albuminous, 
and  containing  casts — epithelial,  granular  and  hyaline  ;  and  ultimately,  in 
prolonged  cases,  abundant  in  quantity,  watery  and  devoid  of  albumin. 
The  proportion  of  saline  materials  is  greatly  diminished  in  the  urine  of 
cholera,  and  of  urea  somewhat.  Indican  is  a  conspicuous  constituent 
(Crombie).  Bright's  disease  is  a  rare  sequel  of  cholera.  Temporary 
glycosuria  is  sometimes  met  with.  The  bladder  is  generally  found  empty 
and  firmly  contracted  in  cases  fatal  during  the  early  stages  of  the  disease. 

The  circulatory  system  and  blood  undergo  serious  and  characteristic 
changes  in  cholera. 

The  heart  is  not  altered  in  structure,  but  in  some  cases  hjemorrhagic 
spots  and  patches  may  be  observed.  The  right  cavities  are  generally  dis- 
tended with  dark  tarry  blood ;  the  left,  as  a  rule,  are  empty.  The 
distension  extends  into  the  venae  cavse  and  into  the  pulmonary  arteries  as 
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far  as  the  lungs.  In  a  consideralile  proportion  of  cases  white  clots  are 
found  in  the  right  cavities,  and  extending  into  the  pulmonary  arteries  : 
detached  thrombi  have  also  been  found  in  the  latter.  Dr.  Wall  con- 
cludes from  clinical  and  post-mortem  observations  that  thrombosis  is  a 
common  incident  of  the  collapse  stage  of  cholera,  and  that  the  clots  in  the 
heart  and  A'essels  undergo  liquefaction,  fragments  of  them  sometimes 
remaining  as  pulmonary  emboli  and  infarcts.  The  pulmonary  veins  are 
found  empty  and  contracted  in  cases  fatal  during  the  stage  of  collapse. 
The  distribution  of  blood  in  the  body  is  abnormal,  the  veins  and  their 
tributaries  are  distended  with  thick  dark  blood,  and  the  arteries  and 
capillaries  empty.  The  solid  organs  exhibit  well-marked  venoiis  con- 
gestion. In  the  later  (reactive)  stages  of  the  disease  these  conditions  of 
the  circulation  undergo  change ;  also  when  recoui'se  has  been  had  to 
warm  saline  intravenous  injections — the  change  being  towards  a  restora- 
tion of  the  ordinary  distribution  and  balance  of  the  blood. 

The  physical,  chemical  and  microscopic  conditions  of  the  blood  have 
been  made  the  subject  of  elaborate  research.  Three  osmotic  processes 
appear  to  exist  during  the  progress  of  choleraic  disease  :  1  st,  an  exosmotic 
effusion  from  the  vessels  into  the  intestinal  canal ;  2nd,  an  exosmotic 
current  from  the  corpuscles  into  the  surrounding  fluid ;  and,  3rd,  an 
endosmotic  transit  of  fluid  from  the  tissues  into  the  vessels.  By  these  pro- 
cesses the  blood  becomes  profoundly  altered  physically  and  chemically. 
The  outflow  of  constituents  has  been  determined  by  Schmidt  to  take 
place  in  the  following  order :  the  water  transudes  before  the  solids  of  the 
serum,  the  inorganic  before  the  organic  solids,  the  chlorides  before  the 
phosphates,  the  salts  of  soda  before  the  salts  of  potash.  The  same  law 
applies  to  the  other  currents,  which,  however,  are  smaller  and  later,  and 
fail  to  replace  the  material  which  has  escaped.  The  blood  in  acute  cholera 
is  therefore  found  to  be  of  high  specific  gravity,  very  dark  and  inspissated, 
and  deficient  in  water  and  salts.  Cells  and  albumin  are  in  excess,  but 
authorities  differ  as  to  the  amount  of  fibrin  factors  and  the  coagula- 
bility of  the  blood.  The  amount  of  oxygen  in  the  blood  cells  is  seriously 
diminished.  The  blood  regains  its  brightness  on  exposure  to  air  in  thin 
layers,  and  on  contact  with  the  intestinal  discharges  (Parkes).  Urea  has 
been  found  in  it  in  cases  fatal  in  the  algide  stage.  Detachment  of  the 
epithelium  of  the  vessels  and  adhesion  of  the  blood  to  the  denuded  surface 
have  been  described  (Thudichum). 

An  excess  of  leucocytes  was  discovered  by  Virchow,  and  confirmed  by 
Lewis  and  Cunningham,  who  found  the  red  corpuscles  diffluent ;  they 
observed  that  the  leucocytes  underwent  a  series  of  changes — becoming 
granular,  rounded,  still,  and  then  vacuolated — and  ultimately  discharged 
their  granular  contents.  The  empty  cell  walls  constitute,  according  to 
these  observers,  the  peculiar  hyaline  vesicles  which  are  found  in  the 
evacuations.  Much  of  the  protoplasmic  granular  material  which  forms  so 
large  a  proportion  of  the  latter  is  held  to  be  derived  from  the  blood, 
through  the  agency  of  leucocytes,  which  undergo  after  transit  the  changes 
described.    No  special  organism  or  material  of  the  nature  of  virus  or 
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poison  has  been  detected  in  the  blood  of  cholera  either  by  the  microscope 
or  by  chemistry. 

The  lungs  in  a  case  of  death  in  the  collapse  stage  are  found  to  be  light, 
dry  and  shrunken.  There  is  a  deficiency  both  of  blood  in  the  vessels  and 
of  air  in  the  alveoli.  These  are  the  characteristic  cholera  lungs  ;  but  in 
later  stages  they  may  be  congested,  oedematous  or  collapsed.  The  jyleurm 
are  usually  healthy. 

The  brain  and  its  membranes  exhibit  venous  congestion.  Signs  of 
meningitis  are  sometimes  present  in  advanced  cases. 

The  tissues  are  dry,  doughy,  and  shrunken  from  removal  of  water.  The 
muscles  are  also  dry  and  contain  an  unusual  amount  of  urea.  They  are 
sometimes  found  ruptured. 

Theory  of  Cholera. — The  phenomena  observed  during  life  and 
the  appearances  seen  after  death  undoubtedly  indicate  that  the  choleraic 
jorocess  is  due  to  the  entry  into  the  system  of  a  poison  which  causes,  in 
the  first  instance,  violent  functional  disturbances ;  then  sets  up  serious 
organic  disorders,  and  finally  results,  if  life  be  prolonged,  in  important 
structural  changes.  This  poison  has  not  as  yet  been  isolated,  but  there 
is  every  reason  to  believe  that  it  is  of  organic  constitution,  and  a 
strong  probability  that  it  is  elaborated  either  within  or  without  the 
body  by  a  microbe,  and  recent  research  points  to  this  microbe  being 
a  vibrio.  The  early  incidents  of  cholera  cases — more  particularly  the 
varying  duration  of  the  incubative  stage,  the  general  occurrence,  but  fre- 
quent absence,  of  initial  signs  of  intestinal  irritation  and  nervous  disturb- 
ance and  depression — would  suggest  that  the  disease  may  be  due  either 
to  ingestion  of  a  poison  elaborated  elsewhere,  in  which  case  the  invasion 
would  be  sudden,  and  the  effects  depend  on  the  dose  ;  or  to  the  reception 
into  the  intestinal  tube  of  a  microbe  under  circumstances  favourable  for  its 
multiplication ;  in  the  latter  case  symptoms  of  intestinal  derangement,  of 
longer  or  shorter  duration,  would  precede  the  general  poisoning  by  absorp- 
tion of  the  elaborated  product. 

This  theory  would  also  account  for  the  failure  to  find  a  specific  organ- 
ism in  a  certain  proportion  of  cases — a  fact  attested  by  good  authority 
— as  well  as  for  isolated  outbreaks  on  board  ship  and  elsewhere,  which 
might  be  due  to  conveyance  of  a  limited  quantity  of  the  elaborated 
product. 

The  phenomena  of  cholera,  especially  of  its  later  stages,  constitute  a 
remedial  reaction ;  and  the  disease  has  with  plausibility  been  likened  to  a 
febrile  paroxysm  with  a  severe  and  prolonged  algide  stage.  Cases  and 
outbreaks  of  malarial  fever  have  been  observed  which  it  was  found 
almost  impossible  to  distinguish  from  cholera.  On  the  other  hand,  in 
some  cases  and  outbreaks  of  the  latter  disease  the  febrile  phenomena  assume 
a  marked  prominence.  The  j^oison  seems  to  exercise  a  special  influence — 
deleterious  and  destructive — on  the  epithelial  elements  of  the  intestinal 
and  urinary  tubes,  and  on  the  gland  sacs  and  follicles  of  the  former ;  but 
a  strong  impression  on  the  nervous  system,  leading  to  contraction  of 
arterioles  and  disturbance  of  the  balance  of  the  circulation,  with  pre- 
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ponderance  towards  the  venous  side,  is  a  very  early  effect  of  the  poison 
in  the  blood,  which  soon  undergoes  important  dynamical,  organic,  and 
chemical  alterations.  Many  of  the  later  incidents  of  cholera  are  due,  no 
doubt,  to  absorption  from  the  tubes  and  tissues  of  secondary  poisons  of 
bacterial  or  degenerative  origin.  The  theory  that  the  intestinal  disturliance 
is  sufficient  to  account  for  all  the  other  phenomena  of  cholera  as  secondary 
and  consequential  effects  is  no  longer  tenable ;  and  the  choleraic  process 
cannot  be  satisfactorily  explained  otherwise  than  as  the  effect  of  one  of 
those  organic  poisons  which  constitute  a  very  early  stage  of  decomposi- 
tion of  proteids,  or  result  from  the  metabolism  of  these  by  the  agency  of 
micro-organisms. 

When  the  virulence  of  the  poison  has  been  spent,  or  its  removal 
effected,  the  primary  disturljances  set  up  by  it  are  very  soon  and  com- 
pletely recovered  from.  The  secondary  changes  occurring  during  the 
stage  of  reaction  are  more  serious  and  prolonged ;  but  these  likewise 
very  seldom  leave  permanent  structural  defects. 

Diagnosis. — -The  maladies  which  most  closely  resemljle  cholera  are 
ptomaine  poisoning  ;  mushi'oom  poisoning  ;  certain  varieties  of  diarrhoea  ; 
and  some  rare  malarial  fevers,  with  intestinal  complications,  and  a  pro- 
found and  prolonged  algide  stage.  The  identification  of  Asiatic  cholera 
turns  upon  clinical,  epidemic  and  bacteriological  considerations.  The 
clinical  features  which  mark  an  ordinary  case  of  cholera  are  :  the  copious, 
painless  passage  of  watery  motions,  devoid  of  bile  colouring,  resembling 
rice  water  and  exhaling  a  characteristic  odour ;  the  profound  nausea  and 
frequent  vomiting  of  watery  material ;  the  suppression  of  urine  ;  the  mus- 
cular cramps  ;  the  cyanosis  and  shrinking  of  skin ;  the  cold  breath  and 
whispering  husky  voice ;  the  dyspnoea  and  restlessness ;  the  prostration, 
torpor  and  failing  pulse ;  the  cold  sweats  and  depression  of  the  surface 
temperature.  Math  a  tendency  to  rise  of  internal  temperature.  These  con- 
stitute a  group  of  symptoms  which  may  be  imitated,  but  are  seldom  if  ever 
identical  with  those  of  any  other  flux.  If  cholera  is  known  to  prevail 
in  the  locality  or  neighbourhood,  or  circumstances  permitting  or  favouring 
importation  exist,  suspicion  naturally  attaches  to  all  bowel  complaints ; 
even  if  they  do  not  present  the  extreme  form  just  pictured.  Similarly, 
cases  of  diarrhoea,  however  mild,  arising  in  the  midst  of  an  epidemic  of 
cholera  are  viewed  with  apprehension.  If  numerous  seizures  occur  in 
groups,  and  the  mortality  equals  or  exceeds  50  per  cent,  the  identi- 
fication is  rendered  more  easy  and  certain.  Cases  of  ptomaine  and 
muscarine  poisoning,  which  most  resemble  cholera,  generally  occur  singly, 
or  in  small  groups  ;  and  usually  follow  the  eating  of  fish,  shell-fish,  tinned 
provisions  or  mushrooms ;  fragments  of  mushroom  may  be  found  in  the 
stools.  The  association  with  prevalent  malarial  fever,  the  absence  of 
epidemic  cholera  in  the  place  or  vicinity,  the  periodicity,  the  Ijetter- 
marked  febrile  stage,  the  lower  mortality,  and  the  amenability  to 
quinine,  serve  to  distinguish  the  cases  of  malarial  fever  which,  in  the 
algide  stage,  may  assume  a  choleraic  character.  The  suppression  of 
bile  and  urine,  the  cyanosis,  cramps,  collapse  and  cold,  and  the  high 
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mortality,  are  the  chief  circumstances  which  distinguish  cholera  from  other 
diarrhoeas.  The  bacteriological  conditions  are  also  important.  The 
detection  of  Koch's  vibrio  in  the  evacuations  constitutes,  according  to  our 
present  knowledge,  a  means  of  separating  cholera  from  every  other  disease. 
The  negative,  however,  is  not  true.  In  a  certain,  though  small,  propor- 
tion of  cases  the  vibrio  cannot  be  found.  It  is  also  alleged  that  several 
varieties  or  species  of  spirillum,  exhibiting  different  morphological  and 
physiological  characters,  develop  in  the  intestinal  discharges  of  cholera 
(Cunningham).  These  matters  are  at  present  the  subject  of  keen  and 
searching  investigation,  and  a  detailed  discussion  of  them  would  be 
premature  and  unprofitable.    \Vide  section  on  Bacteriology.] 

Prognosis. — The  death-rate  of  cholera  varies  with  the  character  of  the 
epidemic  and  the  period  of  the  outbreak.  Fifty  per  cent  may  be  accepted 
as  an  average  death-rate,  but  it  is  often  exceeded  in  specially  severe 
outbreaks,  and  in  the  early  stage  of  any  outbreak.  The  very  young  and 
very  old  succumb  more  readily  than  the  middle-aged  ;  sucklings  are  seldom 
attacked.  Women  are  rather  less  frequently  seized  than  men  ;  pregnancy 
is  a  dangerous  complication.  Organic  disease  of  the  kidneys  is  a  specially 
unfavourable  condition,  and  organic  disease  of  the  liver  almost  equally  so. 
Drunkards  are  bad  subjects  of  cholera ;  so  are  persons  of  feeble  and 
damaged  constitution ;  ill  health,  however  caused,  is  an  unfavourable 
introduction  to  the  choleraic  struggle.  During  the  progress  of  a  case 
signs  of  good  or  evil  omen  are  observable  at  every  step. 

Evil  signs,  in  the  order  of  the  stages,  are — Sudden  seizure,  early  pros- 
tration, early  stupor,  quick  advent  of  collapse,  restlessness  and  fighting  for 
breath,  failing  pulse,  great  depi'ession  of  temperature,  prolonged  cold  stage, 
hyperpyrexia,  scA^ere  al)dominal  pain,  blood  in  vomit  and  stools,  persistent 
suppression  of  bile  and  urine,  permanent  muscular  contractions,  jaundice, 
lung  complications,  recurrent  purging  and  vomiting,  delayed  restoration 
of  body  heat,  typhoid  symptoms  and  indications  of  uraemia  or  cholo-ursemia, 
insomnia  and  delirium. 

Good  signs  are  —  Maintenance  of  pulse  during  collapse,  moderate 
depression  of  temperature,  early  and  not  excessive  reaction,  return 
of  colour  in  the  motions,  cessation  of  cramps,  restoration  of  urinary 
secretion,  resumption  of  warmth  and  dryness  of  skin  and  normal  colour 
and  plumpness  of  face,  quiet  breathing,  tranquillity,  sleep. 

The  violence  of  vomiting  and  purging  in  the  early  stages  is  not 
necessarily  indicative  of  a  severe  seizure,  but  their  persistence  is  apt  to 
result  in  delayed  convalescence  or  fatal  exhaustion. 

Treatment. — The  fact  that  about  one -half  of  those  attacked  with 
cholera  recover,  with  or  Avithout  treatment,  indicates  that  processes 
antagonistic  to  the  poison  and  curative  of  its  effects  arise  within  the 
organism,  and  are  effective  in  that  proportion  of  cases.  What  the  precise 
nature  of  these  processes  may  be  it  is  impossible,  in  the  present  state  of 
science,  to  affirm.  Whether  the  poison  of  cholera  lose  its  power  by  lapse 
of  time,  or  be  diluted,  eliminated,  or  destroyed  ;  or  whether  there  be  formed 
in  the  tissues  or  blood  or  intestinal  tube  some  antagonistic  principle — an 
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alexin  or  antitoxin,  to  adopt  the  language  of  modern  liacteriology — we 
know  not :  in  our  ignorance  of  the  process  of  natural  cure  it  is  impos- 
sible to  formulate  a  rational  system  of  treatment  in  imitation  and 
furtherance  thereof.  Two  principles  may,  however,  be  confidently  stated, 
namely,  (1)  that  it  is  obviously  irrational  and  improper  unduly  to 
interfere  with  or  thwart  processes  which,  though  apparently  morbid 
and  injurious,  result,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  in  restoration  to  health  in  a 
moiety  of  seizures ;  and  (2)  that,  in  estimating  the  value  of  any  system  or 
method  of  cure,  the  law  of  natural  and  unaided  recovery  must  Ije  taken 
into  account,  allowing  for  the  character  and  period  of  the  outbreak. 

Prevention. — The  sanitary  measures  Ijy  which  a  community  may  be 
protected  from  cholera,  by  which  its  entry  may  be  prevented,  its  spread 
controlled,  its  incidence  and  mortality  minimised,  are  discussed  in  the 
section  relating  to  the  history  and  etiology  of  the  disease  considered 
epidemiologically. 

Personal  pvphylaxis,  however,  constitutes  an  important  item  of  the 
treatment  of  cholera  as  affecting  individuals.  Certain  circumstances  and 
conditions  have  been  recognised  as  rendering  persons  specially  liable  to 
attack.  The  chief  of  these  are — bodily  fatigue,  mental  worry,  panic, 
disorder  of  stomach  caused  by  consumption  of  raw  fruits  and  vegetables 
(melons,  cucumbers,  and  the  like  have  been  specially  blamed),  decomposing 
animal  food,  particulai'ly  fish  and  shell-fish,  excessive  use  of  alcohol, 
drinking  impure  water  or  milk,  the  use  of  purgative  medicines  (especially 
salines),  exposure  to  cold,  and  generally  anything  tending  to  depress  the 
general  vigour  and  derange  health.  The  conduct  and  regimen  necessary 
to  avoid  these  risks  need  not  be  detailed. 

On  grounds  of  reason  and  experience  the  most  efficient  preventive  of 
cholera,  both  for  individuals  and  bodies  of  men,  is  removal  from  the 
infected  locality  to  another  place,  higher  and  drier  if  practicable,  where 
the  disease  is  not  prevalent.  New-comers  to  infected  places  are  specially 
prone  to  attack.  Although  the  disease  does  not  appear  to  be  often,  if 
ever,  communicated  directly  from  person  to  person,  avoidance  of  associa- 
tion with  the  sick  is  advisable,  because  such  association  may  involve 
exposure  to  the  morbific  conditions  surrounding  the  sick. 

Chemical  disinfection  of  excreta  and  discharges,  and  of  articles  which 
have  been  soiled  thereby,  is  obviously  advisable  ;  and  the  free  use  of  such 
agents  as  carbolic  and  sidphurous  acids  highly  commendable.  Protection 
against  attack  by  the  administration  of  drugs,  such  as  quinine  and  the 
mineral  acids,  has  been  tried  without  satisfactory  results. 

Aniicholeraic  Vaccination. — Various  attempts  have  been  made  to  render 
the  system  immune  to  choleraic  infection  by  the  injection  of  antitoxines. 
The  latest  is  the  method  devised  by  M.  Haffltine.  It  has  been  amply 
proved  that  the  use  of  the  weak  virus,  prepared  by  his  method, 
mitigates,  both  in  animals  and  men,  the  local  and  general  effects  sub- 
sequently produced  by  the  strong ;  and  that  an  immunity  against  the 
latter  may  be  thus  produced.  Extensive  inoculations  of  human  subjects 
have  been  carried  out  by  M.  Haffkine  in  India.    Upwards  of  42,000 
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persons  have  been  vaccinated  without  accident  or  harm.  Evidence  has 
been  gained  that  recent  inoculations  are  protective ;  but  the  experience 
is  as  yet  too  meagre  and  incomplete  to  justify  final  conclusions  as  to  the 
merits  and  uses  of  the  system. 

Medicinal  Treatment,  Nursing,  and  Dieting. — The  drugs  and  compounds 
which  have  been  administered  empirically  in  cases  of  cholera  are  legion. 
It  is  safe  to  assert  that  not  one  of  them  has  established  a  claim  to  cure 
the  disease.  It  were  useless,  therefore,  to  catalogue  or  discuss  them. 
Four  plans  of  treatment  stand  out  prominently  among  others  as  possess- 
ing some  basis  of  reason,  and  offering  some  promise  of  success ;  namely, 
the  astringent,  the  eliminative,  the  antiseptic,  and  the  stimulant.  To 
these  may  be  added  the  antispasmodic  and  the  counter-irritative.  The 
astringent  plan  contemplates  the  choleraic  process  as  a  hypercatharsis, 
and  its  danger  as  depletion ;  rice-water  evacuations  being  regarded 
as  potentially  hsemorrhage  (Chevers).  Astringents,  mineral  and  vege- 
table, in  combination  with  opium,  antispasmodics  and  stimulants, 
have,  in  accordance  with  this  view,  been  administered  by  mouth  and 
rectum,  in  the  hope  that  if  the  dangerous  flux  be  checked,  the 
margin  of  recuperative  power  thus  saved  will  suffice  to  avert  fatal 
exhaustion  and  to  restore  health.  It  is  possible,  however,  that  the 
results  thus  to  be  prevented  or  cut  short — the  tremendous  drain  of 
serum,  corpuscles  and  salts  from  the  veins  into  the  intestinal  tube,  the  I'e- 
versal  of  the  normal  currents,  and  the  abeyance  of  absorption — may  have 
a  salutary  purpose,  and  within  limits  a  curative  function ;  it  is  doubtful 
whether  the  checking  of  these  discharges  is,  as  a  dominant  principle,  a 
sound  basis  of  action.  Still  the  principle  has  its  place  in  that  scheme  of 
treatment  which,  as  we  shall  presently  show,  experience  has  sanctioned. 

The  eliminative  plan,  on  the  other  hand,  looks  upon  the  flux  as 
adjuvant — as  a  means  of  conveying  the  cholera  poison  out  of  the  system, 
and  seeks  to  aid  it  by  administering  purgatives.  But,  apart  from  the 
well-established  fact  that  purgation  is  of  itself  exhausting,  especially 
so  in  the  early  stages  of  cholera  when  it  ought  to  be  most  effective  and 
beneficial,  it  is  questionable  whether  it  is  wise  to  remove  materials 
artificially  from  the  intestinal  tube — such,  perhaps,  as  leucocytes  or  their 
alexins,  or  innocuous  bacteiia — which  may  tend  to  neutralise  or  destroy 
the  poison  of  cholera.  As  a  matter  of  fact.  Sir  George  Johnson's  castor 
oil  treatment  has  been  extensively  tried  and  found  wanting.  Stimulation 
of  the  kidneys  by  diuretics  has  also  been  tried  under  the  guidance  of 
this  hypothesis,  and  found  to  do  more  harm  than  good. 

The  antiseptic  plan  aims  at  neutralising  the  poison  in  the  intestinal 
tube,  or  setting  up  conditions  there  which  may  render  its  elaboration 
impossible.  Acids  and  germicides  of  many  kinds  have  been  administered 
with  this  view ;  but  this  plan  may  simply  result  in  adding  poison  to 
poison,  or  irritant  to  irritant ;  in  hindering  a  process  of  salutary  decompo- 
sition, or  in  destroying  the  leucocytes  or  innocuous  organisms  and  their 
products  which  may  l)e  doing  good  work.  Practically,  the  plan  has 
failed  to  cure  cholera. 
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The  stimulant  or  I'estorative  plan  simply  endeavours  to  avert  death 
I  from  exhaustion,  and  to  sustain  the  flagging  vital  powers  under  circum- 
stances of  terrible  depression.  Alcohol,  ammonia  and  ether  administered  by- 
mouth  or  rectum,  or  hypodermically,  are  the  favourite  remedies  of  this 
class,  supplemented  by  strong  soups  and  nutrient  enemata.  Even  this 
method  is  not  Avithout  its  drawbacks.  Gastro-intestinal  irritation  may 
be  increased,  mischief  may  arise  during  the  reactive  stage,  or  perhaps 
undue  disturbance  of  the  collapse  stage  may  be  hurtful.  These  con- 
siderations suggest  caution  in  the  use  of  stimulants. 

The  antispasmodic  plan  is  based  on  the  fact  that  the  muscles  of  the 
intestines,  arterioles,  bile  ducts,  limbs  and  trunk  are  thrown  by  the 
action  of  the  poison  into  violent  contraction ;  pain  and  exhaustion 
tending  to  death  are  thus  caused.  The  clamping  of  the  pulmonary 
arterioles,  impeding  the  circulation  and  banking  back  the  blood — hinder- 
ing, that  is,  its  aeration  in  the  lungs,  the  nutrition  of  the  brain,  the 
action  of  the  kidneys  and  skin,  and  promoting  flux — is  considered  specially 
perilous.  Warm  baths,  chloroform  inhalation,  sedative  and  antispasmodic 
drugs,  nitrite  of  amyl  and  nitro- glycerine,  and  warm  intravenous  in- 
jections, have  been  given  to  relieve  spasm.  This  treatment  has  proved 
useful  as  a  means  of  relieving  some  symptoms. 

The  use  of  counter-irritants  is  intended  to  remove  morbid  action 
from  within  to  the  surface,  where  it  may  be  less  hurtful  and  more  under 
control.    Measures  of  this  kind  may  be  useful  as  auxiliaries. 

It  may  be  asserted  with  confidence  that  in  the  present  state  of  our 
knowledge  no  single  principle  or  plan  of  treating  cholera  has  met  with 
much  success.  It  is  possible,  nevertheless,  to  lay  down  certain  rules  of 
action  which,  as  experience  has  taught  us,  may  aid  the  patients  in  under- 
going the  terrible  struggle  for  life  which  the  choleraic  process  entails. 
These  will  be  briefly  stated  as  they  apply  to  successive  stages  of  the 
disease. 

1.  Check  the  Preliminary  Diarrhoea. — All  authorities  are  agreed  as  to 
the  advantage  of  this  measure,  which  promptly  cures  mild  cases  and 
prevents  others  from  becoming  dangerous.  Combinations  of  opium 
with  astringents  and  antispasmodics  constitute  the  favouiite  formulae. 
The  remedy  may  be  given  in  pill  or  mixture.  The  "  cholera  pill "  of 
India  consists  of  opium,  assafoetida  and  black  pepper.  Goodeve  used 
acetate  of  lead  and  opium.  Chevers  preferred  vegetable  astringents. 
The  cholera  tinctures,  which  have  often  proved  so  serviceable,  are 
generally  composed  of  laudanum  or  liquor  opii  sedativus  with  catechu  or 
kino,  compound  tincture  of  lavender  or  cardamoms  and  chloric  ether. 
Chlorodyne,  with  or  without  brandy,  according  to  the  state  of  the  patient, 
is  an  admirable  remedy  of  similar  composition,  fulfilling  the  same  end. 
The  dose  and  frequency  of  repetition  must  depend  on  the  age  and 
condition  of  the  patient,  the  degree  of  irritability  of  the  stomach,  and 
the  eff'ect  of  the  remedy.  The  practitioner  must  exercise  a  careful 
observation  and  judgment  on  these  points ;  it  is  inexpedient  to  lay 
down  precise  rules  or  formulae.     If  the  stomach  be  very  irritable,  a 
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mustard  poultice  or  chloroform  should  be  applied  to  the  epigastrium,  and 
lumps  of  ice  given  to  suck.  If  medicines  are  still  rejected,  the  hypo- 
dermic injection  of  morphia  may  be  I'esorted  to.  It  must  be  clearly  under- 
stood that  the  treatment  now  recommended  is  applicable  to  the  pre- 
liminary and  evacuatory  stages  only.  When  collapse  has  fairly  set  in, 
opium  and  astringents  must  be  stopped  ;  for  absorption  being  now  in 
abeyance  they  are  useless,  and  in  the  stage  of  reaction,  when  absorption 
again  sets  in,  they  may  do  harm. 

2.  Maintain  Physical  and  Physiological  Best. — The  patient  must  be 
kept  in  bed  and  the  evacuations  received  in  a  l)ed-pan.  Fussy  changing 
of  clothes  and  Ijedding  must  be  avoided.  Violent  rubbing,  rough  lifting 
into  baths  and  other  1)eds,  transfer  to  another  room  or  house,  and,  above 
all,  a  journey  are  dangerous.  Medicines,  food  and  stimulants  should  not 
be  forced  on  an  irritable  stomach  ;  they  provoke  vomiting,  excite  irritation, 
and  increase  exhaustion.  The  indication  is  to  refrain  from  anything 
that  may  add  to  the  wearing  eflect  of  a  most  weakening  malady. 

3.  Eestore  a,  Failing  Circulation.  —  If  the  pulse  Ije  maintained  in  the 
collapse,  the  less  done  the  better.  If  the  pulse  gradually  lose  volume 
and  power,  and  become  feeble  and  thready,  a  mild  stimulant  should  be 
given — iced  champagne  and  soda  water,  weak  brandy  and  water  (iced) — in 
teaspoonfuls,  or  ammonia  or  chloric  ether  well  diluted.  Should  the  pulse 
respond,  nothing  further  is  needed.  If,  hoAvever,  the  pulse  become 
imperceptil)le  at  the  wrist,  and  hardly  perceptible  in  the  Jjrachial  and 
femoral  trunks — if,  at  the  same  time,  cyanosis  and  dyspnoea  are  well 
marked — the  condition  is  one  of  imminent  danger.  Hypodermic  injec- 
tions of  sulphuric  ether,  or  cautious  doses  of  nitrite  of  amyl  or  nitro- 
glycerine, followed  up  by  champagne  or  brandy,  may  restore  the  pulse  ; 
but  nothing  effects  this  so  speedily  and  surely  as  the  intravenous  injection 
of  warm  saline  solutions.  Sixty  grains  of  sodium  chloride  and  30  of 
sodium  carbonate  are  dissolved  in  1  litre  (about  35  ounces)  of  distilled 
water.  The  fluid  should  be  sterilised  by  boiling,  and  injected  slowly  at  a 
temperatui'e  of  about  98'4°  F.,  with  strict  antiseptic  precautions,  into 
one  of  the  veins  of  the  arm.  A  reservoir  containing  five  or  six  litres 
should  l)e  kept  ready  and  placed  on  a  stand  about  four  feet  above  the 
level  of  the  patient's  head.  The  injection  flows  by  gravitation  through  a 
flexible  tube,  by  pressure  on  which  the  rate  of  flow  is  regulated.  The 
rate  of  entry  should  be  slow,  say  one  litre  in  twelve  minutes.  The 
amount  injected  will  depend  on  the  effect ;  one  to  three  litres  may  be 
required  in  difl'erent  cases  to  restore  the  pulse  (Wall). 

In  most  cases  the  fluid  leaves  the  blood-vessels  and  passes  into  the 
intestinal  tube,  and  the  symptoms  of  collapse  recur.  They  may  neverthe- 
less be  removed  again  and  again  by  a  repetition  of  the  injection,  and  in  some 
cases  a  permanent  cure  results.  Experience  has,  however,  shown  that  the 
proportion  of  recoveries  has  not  been  materially  increased  by  the  use  of 
saline  intravenous  injections.  Still,  distress  is  for  the  time  relieved,  life 
is  undoubtedly  prolonged,  some  cases  seem  to  be  saved ;  and  in  the  face 
of  impending  death  anything  that  offers  the  faintest  hope  of  rescue  is 
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justifiable.  Intravenous  injection  of  milk  and  transfusion  of  blood  have 
been  tried  without  much  benefit,  if  any.  It  has  been  sought  to  restore 
fluid  to  the  blood  by  injecting  saline  fluids  and  plain  water  into  the 
cellular  tissue,  peritoneum,  bladder  and  rectum.  No  harm  has  resulted 
from  such  procedures,  and  little  if  any  good.  The  fluid  is  readily 
absorbed,  but  as  readily  passes  away  through  the  intestines.  It  is 
possible  that  these  artificial  means  of  restoring  water  and  salts  to  the 
blood  simply  keep  the  exosmotic  current  flowing,  which  might  otherwise 
cease  or  be  reversed  through  the  altered  specific  gravity  of  the  blood. 
It  has  also  been  sought  to  remedy  stagnation  of  the  circulation  by  the 
warm  bath  and  mild  rubbing  of  the  limbs.  These  measures  should  be 
applied  with  the  utmost  gentleness.  Rubbing  with  dry  powdered  ginger 
is  a  routine  practice  in  India ;  clamminess  and  moisture  of  skin  are  thus 
removed,  and  mild  stimulation  of  the  cutaneous  vessels  and  nerves 
attained.  The  practice,  if  cautiously  followed,  does  no  harm,  and  prob- 
ably does  some  good. 

4.  Conserve  the  Body  Heat. — The  great  depression  of  surface  tempera- 
ture which  takes  place  in  the  collapse  stage  of  cholera  is  no  doubt  due  to 
many  causes — amongst  them  the  direct  effect  of  the  poison  on  the  nerve 
centres,  the  disturl^ance  of  circulation,  and  the  loss  of  fluids  from  the 
intestinal  and  cutaneous  surfaces.  It  is  probably  more  a  sign  than  a 
cause  of  exhaustion.  Still,  it  seems  desirable  to  prevent  the  evitable 
escape  of  body  heat.  The  temperature  of  the  room  should  not  be 
allowed  to  fall  below  70''  F.,  and  the  air  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
patient  should  be  warmed  by  a  few  hot  bricks  or  bottles  :  this  is  better 
than  loading  him  with  bedding.  Ventilation  should  be  free,  but  draughts 
avoided ;  in  hot  climates  the  punkah  should  be  gently  pulled.  The 
surface  should  be  kept  as  dry  as  possible,  and  gentle  wiping  with  soft 
cloths  or  rubbing  with  dry  ginger  powder  resorted  to.  The  warm  bath 
also  tends  to  restore  the  surface  temperature. 

5.  Allay  Thirst. — The  craving  for  fluids  in  cholera  is  astonishing, 
and  ought  to  be  gratified ;  but  large  draughts  excite  violent  vomiting 
and  so  lead  to  exhaustion.  Giving  lumps  of  ice  to  suck  is  perhaps  the 
best  method  of  quenching  thirst ;  still,  small  quantities  of  iced  soda  water, 
iced  champagne  and  soda,  barley  or  arrowroot  water,  milk  and  soda,  or 
teaspoonfuls  of  cold  jelly  or  clear  soup  may  be  administered  at  short 
intervals.  The  injection  of  fluids  into  cavities  and  tissues  tends  indirectly 
to  fulfil  the  same  indication. 

6.  Believe  Distress  and  Bain. — The  cramps  undoubtedly  constitute  the 
most  painful  symptom  of  cholera,  and  it  is  not  easy  to  relieve  them. 
Probably  the  opiates  administered  in  the  early  stages  exercise  an 
analgesic  effect.  Hot  applications,  the  warm  bath,  gentle  frictions 
with  anodyne  liniments,  or  even  moderate  counter-irritation  with  chloro- 
form, turpentine,  or  mustard  may  be  tried  ;  but  nothing  relieves  cramps 
so  well  as  moderate  and  intermittent  chloroform  inhalation.  Camphor 
has  been  recommended  internally,  externally  and  hypodermically.  For 
the  severe  abdominal  pains  which  are  sometimes  met  with,  hot  applications 
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and  counter-iii'itation  with  chloroform  or  mustard  give  relief.  In  early 
stages  a  moderate  dose  of  liquid  extract  of  opium  may  be  injected  over 
the  seat  of  pain.  The  relief  of  general  distress  is  best  accomplished  by 
warm  baths  and  intravenous  injections,  but  these  must  be  used  with 
caution  and  judgment.  Dr.  Lauder  Brunton  has  recommended  the 
hypodermic  injection  of  atropine  in  cholera,  but  rather  on  the  ground  of 
its  known  antagonism  to  muscarine,  which  causes  symptoms  closely 
resembling  cholera,  than  on  account  of  its  anodyne  properties.  Sufficient 
trial  has  not  as  yet  been  made  of  the  drug  to  warrant  its  confident 
recommendation. 

7.  Check  Persistent  Diarrhoea. — Persistent  or  recurrent  purging,  causing 
exhaustion  and  delaying  recovery,  sometimes  occurs  in  the  stage  of 
reaction.  Vegetable  astringents  or  mineral  acids  may  be  given  in  small 
doses  well  diluted,  but  the  large,  warm,  astringent  rectal  injections 
recommended  by  Catani  are  more  efficient.  Twenty  grammes  (308 
grains)  of  tannic  acid  and  as  much  gum-arabic  are  dissolved  in  one  litre 
of  water.  The  injection  is  made  very  slowly  by  gravitation  to  such 
amount  as  the  patient  can  comfortably  bear.  Blood-heat  is  the  best 
temperature,  and  the  material  should  be  retained  as  long  as  possible 
(Wall). 

8.  Check  Irritability  of  Stomach. — This  may  be  manifested  as  obstinate 
vomiting  or  incessant  hiccough  ;  or  signs  of  severe  gastritis,  induced  perhaps 
by  injudicious  administration  of  food  and  stimulants,  may  be  present. 
There  is  no  special  cure  for  this  condition,  which  is  to  be  treated  on 
ordinary  principles. 

9.  Reduce  Excessive  Temperature. — It  is  extremely  diflScult  to  fulfil  this 
indication ;  and  this  is  the  more  to  be  regretted  inasmuch  as  the  hyper- 
pyretic  form  of  cholera  is  very  fatal.  Ice-sucking  and  the  slow  injec- 
tion of  bulky  cold  enemata  may  be  tiied ;  antipyretics  should  be  avoided. 
Tepid  baths  gradually  cooled  may  be  resorted  to,  but  great  caution  is 
necessary  in  any  such  adventures. 

10.  Restore  the  Secretion  of  Bile  and  Urine. — As  regards  the  bile,  very 
little  if  anything  can  be  done  to  promote  its  secretion  or  evacuation ; 
in  most  cases,  fortunately,  nothing  need  be  done.  Usually,  when  the 
cold  stage  has  passed  and  sjjasmodic  closure  of  the  ducts  is  relaxed,  the 
flow  is  resumed.  Sometimes  the  outpouring  of  the  imprisoned  bile  is 
excessive  and  gives  rise  to  bilious  vomiting.  In  those  cases  in  which  the 
function  of  the  liver  has  been  so  much  impaired  that  a  watery  material  is 
poured  into  the  ducts  instead  of  bile,  no  means  have  been  discovered  of 
correcting  the  condition.  Calomel  has  been  given  in  large  and  small 
doses,  "wnth  the  intention  of  stimulating  the  secretion  and  discharge  of 
bile.  Large  doses  are  undoubtedly  injurious,  and  small  doses,  even  when 
combined  \vith  soda,  are  of  very  doubtful  value. 

The  restoration  of  the  urinary  secretion  is  a  more  important  object ; 
its  prolonged  suppression  is  fatal.  Dry  cupping,  hot  fomentations 
and  poultices  may  be  applied  in  cases  of  delayed  return ;  and  water, 
milk  and  watei-,  barley  water,  etc.  freely  given.     Diuretics  should  be 
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avoided.  When  head  symptoms  are  severe  and  the  bowels  confined, 
mild  enemata,  or  even  a  little  castor  oil  emulsion,  may  be  given ;  but 
great  caution  is  necessary  in  the  use  of  such  measures.  The  bladder 
should  be  examined  by  catheter  occasionally  if  necessary. 

Special  si/mjjtoms,  complications,  and  sequeke  are  treated  according  to  the 
appropriate  methods,  always  bearing  in  mind  the  great  strain  to  Avhich 
the  system  has  been  subjected  by  the  choleraic  process,  the  special 
danger  of  re-exciting  gastro-intestinal  irritation,  or  of  putting  additional 
stress  on  the  damaged  liver  and  kidneys,  on  whose  restoration  to  healthy 
function  life  so  greatly  depends. 

In  most  cases  of  recovery  from  cholera  health  and  strength  are 
rapidly  regained,  and  the  patient  in  a  few  days  seems  none  the  worse 
of  his  attack.  In  some  cases  anaemia,  emaciation,  debility,  deranged 
stomach  and  bowels,  and  general  enfeeblement  and  bad  health  of  a 
persistent  and  intractable  description,  ensue.  Change  of  air  is  the  best 
means  of  combating  this  state.  Tonics  and  careful  dieting  and  regimen 
are  also  necessary. 

The  dieting  of  cholera  subjects  is  a  difficult  task.  The  simplest 
possible  liquid  food  should  be  given  in  small  quantities  during  the 
attack,  and  ordinary  food  be  very  gradually  resumed  during  convales- 
cence. It  is  needless  to  catalogue  here  the  articles  of  diet  which  may 
be  administered  [vide  art.  on  "  Dietetics  and  Sick  Feeding "].  These 
directions  must  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  practitioner,  but  fatal 
relapses  have  not  infrequently  been  caused  by  injudicious  dieting. 
Finally,  it  may  be  asserted  with  confidence  that,  although  no  "  cure  "  of 
cholera  has  as  yet  been  discovered,  careful  attention  to  the  state  of  the 
patient  with  a  view  to  the  fulfilment  of  the  needs  which  I  have  indicated 
above,  will  relieve  much  suff'ering  and  save  many  lives. 

Kenneth  Macleod. 
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Cholera  Morbus  as  it  visited  the  Territories  subject  to  the  Presidency  of  Bengal  in  the 
Years  1817-1818-1819.  Drawn  up  by  order  of  the  Government  under  the  superintend- 
ence of  the  Medical  Board,  Calcutta.  Printed  at  the  Government  Gazette  Press. — 
2.  Annesley,  J.  Sketches  of  the  most  Prevalent  Diseases  of  India,  comprising  a 
Treatise  on  the  Eiiidcmic  Cholera  of  the  East.  8vo,  London,  1825. — 3.  Macpherson, 
J.  Cholera  iri  its  Home,  with  a  Sketch  of  the  Pathology  and  Treatment  of  the 
Disease,  8vo,  London,  1866  ;  Annals  of  Cholera  from  the  Earliest  Periods  to  the 
Year  1817,  8vo,  London,  1872.  —  4.  MxVCNAMARA,  C.  N.  A  History  of  Asiatic 
Cholera,  8vo,  London,  1870  and  1876  ;  also  articles  in  Quain's  Dictionary  of 
Medicine  and  Davidson's  Hygiene  and  Diseases  of  Warm  Climates.  —  5.  Paekes, 
E.  A.  Researches  into  the  Pathology  and  Treatment  of  the  Asiatic  or  Algide  Cholera, 
8vo,  London,  1847  ;  also  British  and  Foreign  Medico- Chirurgical  Review,  1848,  i.  236, 
London  Journal  of  Medicine,  February  1849,  on  the  "  Intestinal  Discharges  of  Cholera," 
and  numerous  articles  in  the  Reports  of  the  Army  Medical  Department. — 6.  Goodeve, 
E.  '' Epidemic  Cholera,"  in  Reynolds' o/J/cc^imif. — 7.  Schmidt,  C.  Beitrag 
sur  Lehre  von  der  Cholera,  8vo,  Wiirzburg,  1837  ;  Charaktcristik  der  epidemischen 
Cholera  gegenuber  verwandten  transsudatiojis-anomalien,  Leipzig  und  Mitau,  1850. — 

8.  Murray,  J.    Report  on  the  Treatment  of  Epidemic  Choleia.    Calcutta,  1869. — 

9.  Lewi.s,  T.  and  Cunningham,  D.  D.  Numerous  papers  on  the  Microscopy  and 
Pathology  of  Cholera  appended  to  the  Reports  of  the  Sanitary  Commissioner  with  the 
Govcr7i,ment  of  India  since  1870. — 10.  Koch  and  Gaffky.  Report  of  the  German 
Cholera  Commission  of  1883-1884.  Also  numerous  papers  by  Koch  in  German 
medical  periodicals. — 11.  Wall,  A.  J.  Asiatic  Cholera:  its  History,  Pathology, 
and  Modern  Treatment.  8vo,  London,  1893. — A  more  extended  bibliography  will  be 
found  in  Hirsch's  Handbook  of  Geographical  and  Historical  Pathology,  and  in  the 
Index  Catalogue  of  the  Library  of  the  Surgeon-General' s  Office,  U.S.  Army,  vol.  iii. 
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PLAGUE 

Synonyms. — Oriental  Plague,  Bubonic  plague,  Pestis,  Pestilentia:  Pali 
plague  or  Mahamurrie  (in  India).  The  Black  Death  (fourteenth  century 
in  Eiu"ope). 

Definition. — An  acute  infective  febrile  disease,  accompanied  by  in- 
flammation of  lymphatic  glands ;  partly  miasmatic,  partly  communicable, 
caused  by  a  micro-organism,  the  bacillus  pestis. 

History  of  the  Plague. — The  first  historical  notice  of  a  disease  like 
bubonic  plague  records  its  occurrence  in  Libya  in  the  third  century  before 
Christ,  or  earlier ;  but  this  notice  is  only  contained  in  a  fragment  from 
them-itings  of  a  much  later  physician,  Rufus  of  Ephesus  (about  100  A.D.), 
who  also  speaks  of  its  occurrence  in  his  own  time  in  Libya,  Egypt,  and 
Syria.  Whether  it  was  clearly  known  to  the  classical  Greek  writers  on 
medicine  is  doiibtful,  but  Aretseus  speaks  of  f^ov/Smves  Aot/tojSes,  or  pesti- 
lential buboes.  The  plague  of  Athens  described  by  Thucydides  was 
apparently  not  this  disease ;  nor  was  the  destructive  pestilence  of  the 
reign  of  Marcus  Aurelius  alluded  to  by  Galen.  We  meet  with  bubonic 
plague  again,  however,  in  the  great  Plague  of  Justinian,  which  started 
from  Egypt  542  A.D.,  and  spread  over  a  large  part  of  Europe  ;  it  was 
described  in  Gaul  as  lites  inguinaria.  Epidemics  succeeded  one  another 
in  this  and  the  succeeding  century ;  but  after  that  time  it  is  difficult  to 
follow  the  track  of  plague.  Many  European  pestilences  are  spoken  of  in 
mediseval  histories,  which  may  or  may  not  have  been  bubonic  plague ;  no 
sufficiently  clear  record  remains. 

In  the  foiu-teenth  century  a  new  era  began.  All  previous  European 
plagues  could  be  traced  back,  directly  or  remotely,  to  Africa,  especially  to 
Egypt ;  but  now  a  new  epidemic  invaded  Europe  from  Asia  by  way  of 
the  Crimea  and  the  Black  Sea,  its  origin  being  referred  to  Cathay  or 
China.  This  terrible  pestilence,  afterwards  known  as  the  "  Death,"  or 
the  "Black  Death,"  appeared  in  Southern  Italy  in  1346-47,  and  made  its 
way  over  the  whole  of  Europe.  It  reached  England  early  in  1348,  and 
for  several,  probably  five  or  six  years,  was  prevalent  in  various  parts  of 
the  country.  Scotland  and  Ireland  were  affected  in  their  turn ;  and  no 
country  in  Europe  seems  to  have  escaped.  A  second  epidemic  occurred 
in  1361,  and  a  third  in  1368.  The  details  of  this  great  calamity  have 
often  been  dwelt  upon  by  historians  and  cannot  be  given  here.  It  is 
calculated  by  Hecker  that  2.5,000,000  persons,  one-fourth  of  the  popu- 
lation of  Europe,  died  of  this  disease.  Although  it  has  been  doubted 
whether  this  was  the  true  bubonic  plague,  as  the  first  epidemic  presented 
some  peculiar  features,  yet  it  must  now  be  accepted  that  the  Black 
Death  was  that  disease  in  a  peculiarly  malignant  form. 

The  great  importance  of  this  fact  in  epidemic  history  is  that  from 
this  time  forth,  whether  previously  or  not,  plague  was  established  as  an 
endemic  disease  in  England  and  other  parts  of  Europe ;  though  it  is 
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quite  possible  that,  as  Hirsch  and  others  think,  fresh  importations  of  the 
virus  from  the  East  took  place  from  time  to  time.  The  successive 
epidemics  in  Britain  through  the  fifteenth,  sixteenth,  and  seventeenth  cen- 
turies are  fully  recorded  in  Dr.  Creighton's  History  of  Epidemics  in  Britain. 
Finally  they  culminated  in  that  called  the  Great  Plague  of  London  in 
1665,  in  which  about  70,000  persons  died,  and  which  extended  widely 
over  the  country.  Soon  after  that  the  disease  vanished,  never  to  recur 
on  English  soil. 

During  these  centuries  most  countries  in  Europe  suffered  from  re- 
peated epidemics.  It  was  noticed  that  the  epidemic  wave  passed  on  the 
whole  from  East  to  West,  or  from  the  Mediterranean  countries  north- 
ward ;  which  led  to  the  belief  that  many  European  epidemics  were 
derived  from  more  persistent  foci  of  plague  in  Turkey,  the  Levant,  and 
Egypt.  Hence  the  system  of  quarantine,  by  sea  and  land,  was  intro- 
duced to  stem  the  tide  of  infection.  This  belief,  which  is  that  of  many 
epidemiologists,  receives  support  from  the  fact  that  the  disease  died  out 
earlier  in  Western  than  in  Eastern  Europe.  Holland,  France,  Spain  and 
Italy  became  exempt,  ■with  one  notable  exception,  a  little  later  than 
England — about  the  end  of  the  seventeenth  century.  Eastern  Germany 
suffered  somewhat  longer,  while  in  Poland,  Russia,  parts  of  the  Austrian 
Empire,  and  the  Danubian  countries,  epidemics  were  repeated  throughout 
the  eighteenth  century.  There  was  thus  a  general  eastward  recession ; 
the  chief  exception  to  which  was  the  great  epidemic  of  Southern  France, 
1 720-2 L  This  was  generally  attributed  to  the  arrival,  in  the  port  of 
Marseilles,  of  a  ship  from  Syi'ia  infected  with  plague,  which  then  spread 
to  the  populous  and  insalubrious  city.  The  invasion  of  islands  like 
Sicily  and  Malta  in  the  eighteenth  century  was  clearly  due  to  the  same 
cause,  namely,  to  a  contagion  imported  by  sea. 

During  the  first  half  of  the  nineteenth  century  plague  prevailed  in 
Turkey,  and  made  occasional  advances  into  the  Danubian  countries, 
to  the  shores  of  the  Adriatic  seas,  and  to  the  south  of  Russia.  Being 
still  almost  constantly  present  in  Egypt  and  Syria,  it  seemed  to  be  a 
disease  peculiarly  of  the  Eastern  Mediterranean,  and  thus  acquired  the 
name  of  Levantine  Plague,  which  has  lasted  to  our  day ;  and  the  strictest 
precautions  were  still  taken  in  all  the  Mediterranean  ports  to  prevent  its 
invasion. 

Finally  in  1841  plague  left  Europe  by  its  Eastern  gate,  Constantinojjle ; 
and  in  1843-5  it  became  extinct  also  in  Syria  and  Egypt,  so  that  the  old 
Levantine  Plague  seemed  to  have  entirely  vanished.  It  is  clear,  how- 
ever, that  in  Asia  Minor  it  did  not  die  away,  but  only  receded  eastward. 
At  the  beginning  of  this  century,  the  Caucasus,  according  to  Tholozan, 
was  the  centre  from  which  epidemics  radiated ;  but  in  the  latter  half  of 
the  century  that  centre  has  been  shifted  to  the  mountains  of  Kurdistan. 

Good  authorities  still  held  that  the  disease  was  probably  not  extinct ; 
and  these  suspicions  were  confirmed  by  accounts  received  at  Constantinople, 
in  1853,  of  an  outbreak  in  the  Azir  district  of  Arabia  already  mentioned  : 
this  outbreak  has  been  followed  repeatedly  by  others  at  intervals  of  some 
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years;  the  last  was  in  1889.  In  1858  the  same  disease  was  heard  of  in 
Benghazi,  where  it  must  have  prevailed  at  least  two  or  three  years 
before;  and  there  it  appeared  again  in  1874,  and  possibly  again  latei'. 
The  plague  also  in  the  province  of  Tripoli  so  lately  as  1837,  has  recurred 
in  the  form  of  epidemics  which  were  relics  of  the  former  wide  distribution 
of  plague  along  the  whole  northern  coast  of  Africa. 

The  more  recent  accounts  of  plague  in  the  Kurdistan  district,  on  the 
frontiers  of  Turkey  and  Persia  and  Mesopotamia,  begin  with  1863  ;  but 
it  must  not  be  supposed  that  this  was  the  first  appearance  of  the  disease 
in  that  part  of  the  world — Baghdad  and  the  neighbourhood  had  suffered 
severely  at  the  beginning  of  the  century,  and,  for  all  we  know  to  the 
contrary,  for  centuries  before  that. 

The  chief  known  recent  epidemics  of  Persia  and  Kurdistan  were  in 
1863,  in  1870-2,  and  in  1876-77  ;  in  1877  a  terrible  epidemic  occurred 
also  in  the  town  of  Resht  on  the  Caspian,  which  is  an  important  occurrence 
in  relation  to  the  epidemic  of  1878  on  the  Volga.  The  latest  recorded 
appearance  of  plague  in  Persia  was  in  1885;  but  it  was  probably  not 
the  last. 

In  Mesopotamia  (Irak-Arabi),  from  1856  onward  for  several  years, 
there  prevailed  what  is  now  known  to  have  been  the  mild  form  of  plague. 
In  1867  a  definite  epidemic  was  recorded;  in  1873-74  another  extending 
over  a  much  wider  area;  and  in  1876-77  one  still  more  extensive,  and 
very  severe.  A  further  outbreak  occurred  in  1880-1,  which  is  said  to 
have  destroyed  one-quarter  or  one-third  of  the  population ;  and  another 
in  1884. 

The  above  short  record  is  of  interest  as  showing  how  plague  may 
extend  its  area  in  successive  epidemics ;  and  also  as  leading  up  to  the 
comparatively  small  epidemic  on  the  Volga  in  1879,  which  caused  so 
much  alarm. 

As  has  been  shown,  in  the  years  1876  and  1877  the  plague  was  very 
active.  In  June  1877,  and  also  in  the  two  years  following,  a  febrile 
malady  accompanied  by  buboes  appeared  in  Astrakhan  on  the  northern 
shore  of  the  Caspian,  a  place  in  direct  communication  with  Eesht  on  the 
Persian  shore,  and  it  extended  to  neighbouring  villages.  Though  it  was 
of  a  mild  type  and  caused  but  few  deaths,  it  was  certainly  the  mild  or 
minor  form  of  plague.  In  October  1878,  a  similar  but  more  severe 
epidemic  broke  out  in  the  Cossack  settlement  of  Vetlanka,  130  miles  up 
the  Volga ;  and  by  December  it  assumed  the  character  of  the  most 
virulent  plague.  The  epidemic  lasted  in  this  village  till  24  th  January 
1879  ;  but  in  December  it  had  already  spread  to  other  villages,  in 
which  nearly  every  patient  died.  The  last  death  in  the  district 
occurred  on  9  th  February.  Though  aff'ecting  a  small  population  it  was 
very  fatal,  causing  382  deaths  in  a  population  of  1700.  The  mortality 
was  nearly  90  per  cent. 

This  is  the  simple  history  of  the  epidemic  which  caused  a  panic 
through  Europe.  It  is  easily  explained  when  we  see  its  filiation  with 
the  mild  epidemic  of  Astrakhan  and  the  severe  one  of  Resht ;  and  the 
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general  prevalence  of  plague  in  Persia  in  previous  years.  A  minor 
epidemic  in  1877  at  Baku,  on  the  western  shore  of  the  Caspian,  furnishes 
another  link.  Why  the  disease  was  so  mild  in  Astrakhan  and  so  virulent 
in  Vetlanka,  we  cannot  tell ;  but  a  like  sudden  development  of  the 
severe  out  of  the  mild  form  of  the  disease  is  frequently  observed. 

Histm~y  of  Plague  in  India. — -Plague  has  been  little  known  in  India ; 
the  climate  generally  seems  too  hot  for  it :  three  centres  have,  however, 
been  known  in  this  century.  In  1815  an  outbreak,  following  a  famine, 
occurred  in  Cutch,  Guzerat  and  Kattywar.  The  next  year  it  reappeared, 
but  went  away  in  1820.  In  1836  an  epidemic  which  broke  out  in  Pali 
in  Rajputana  became  known  as  the  Pali  plague,  but  it  ceased  in 
1837.  In  a  different  locality,  the  districts  of  Gurwhal  and  Kumaon  on 
the  south-west  of  the  Himalayas,  a  disease  known  locally  as  Mahamurrie 
(which  is  undoubtedly  bubonic  plague)  has  recurred  several  times  since 
1823.  The  last  great  epidemic  was  in  1876-77,  but  it  recurred  in  1886 
and  1888.  No  connection  can  be  traced  between  the  above-mentioned 
localities  of  plague,  nor  between  them  and  any  other. 

In  1883-84  a  malady  was  observed  in  Candahar  (Afghanistan),  which 
presented  some  features  of  plague,  but  Avas  not  certainly  identified. 

History  of  Plague  in  China. — The  first  definitely  known  epidemic  of 
plague  in  Yunnan  was  about  1860;  but  it  is  believed  to  have  existed 
there  at  least  since  1850,  and  probably  long  before,  as  it  has  all  the 
characters  of  an  endemic  disease.  It  is  said  to  have  recurred  nearly 
every  year  up  to  1893.  In  Pakhoi  it  is  also  frequent,  but  was  absent 
from  1884  to  1893.  Some  think  the  epidemics  of  Pakhoi  were  derived 
from  Yunnan.  It  is  impossible  to  trace  the  derivation  of  the  disease 
from  any  other  district.  From  Pakhoi  it  must  in  some  way  have  found 
its  way  to  Canton,  where  it  broke  out  in  1894.  Dr.  Rennie  of  Canton 
thinks  it  passed  by  land,  since  in  1891  a  severe  epidemic  occurred  in  the 
district  of  Kaochao,  lying  to  the  north  of  Pakhoi ;  and  in  the  spring  of 
1894  it  prevailed  in  towns  to  the  south  of  Canton.  From  Canton  to 
Hong-Kong  it  was  carried  by  numerous  persons  suffering  from  the  disease, 
or  in  the  stage  of  incubation. 

Genepal  Pathology  of  Plague. —  Plague  occupies  an  intermediate 
position  between  the  miasmatic  or  malarial  diseases  proper,  such  as  ague, 
and  the  true  contagious  fevers ;  there  is  clear  evidence  that  its  virus 
may  be  acquired  both  direct  from  the  soil,  and  from  infected  persons  and 
objects  above  the  soil.  It  will  be  convenient,  therefore,  to  consider  it 
in  this  twofold  relation,  as  an  endemic  soil-disease  and  as  a  communi- 
cable epidemic.  Under  both  conditions  its  existence  and  propagation  are 
explicable  by  the  recent  discovery  of  a  micro-organism. 

The  Bacillus  of  Plague. — The  phenomena  of  plague  can  hardly  be 
accounted  for  except  on  the  hypothesis  of  a  living  organic  cause,  one 
capable  of  living  in  the  human  l3ody,  and  also  in  some  way  outside  the 
body  also.  Great  interest,  therefore,  attaches  to  the  recent  discovery, 
in  Hong-Kong,  by  Kitasato,  confirmed  by  Yersin,  of  a  micro-organism 
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j    which  seems  to  fulfil  all  the  conditions  required  by  the  problem,  and  is 

I    probably  the  specific  cause  of  the  disease. 

Kitasato  found  in  the  bodies  of  patients  with  plague  a  short,  I'ather 
thick  bacillus,  which  stains,  with  various  dyes,  in  such  a  way  that  the 
poles  are  deeply  coloiu-ed,  while  the  central  part  is  pale ;  thus  it  some- 
what resembles  a  diplococcus.  Yersin's  description  precisely  corresponds 
with  that  of  Kitasato.  This  bacillus  may  be  grown  on  ordinary  cultiva- 
tion mediums — especially  agar-agar,  with  glycerine,  blood  serum,  and 
bouillon — temperatures  from  97°  to  102°  F.  being  the  most  suitable. 
It  is  killed  in  thirty  minutes  by  a  temperature  of  170°  F.,  and  in  a  few 
minutes  by  212°  F.  According  to  both  observers  the  bacillus  is  most 
abundant  in  the  lymph  glands ;  the  pulp  of  softened  buboes  is  indeed 
little  more  than  a  pure  cultivation  of  the  bacillus  ;  it  is  almost  equally 
abundant  in  the  spleen.  But  few  are  found  in  the  blood,  and  then  chiefly 
in  veiy  severe  cases  of  plague  (Yersin).  Kitasato  detected  them  in  the 
blood  of  twenty-five  out  of  twenty-eight  patients,  but  says  that  the  detec- 
tion is  difficult,  and,  except  in  the  hands  of  a  skilled  observer,  does  not 
fiu-nish  a  satisfactory  means  of  diagnosis.  Cultivation  from  the  blood, 
however,  is  more  satisfactory. 

Inoculation  of  matter  from  buboes  into  rats,  mice,  guinea-pigs,  or 
rabbits  gives  them  a  febrile  disease  (temperature  105°  F.,  Kitasato),  fatal 
in  from  one  to  five  days.  The  bodies  show  characteristic  enlarged  glands, 
and  bacilli  are  present  in  large  numbers  in  the  glands  and  spleen,  and  a 
few  in  the  blood.  Yersin  passed  the  disease  by  inoculation  from  one 
animal  to  another  with  increasing  virulence.  Inoculation  of  cultures  of 
the  bacillus  produces  the  same  result,  and  bacilli  are  found  in  the  organs 
after  death.  It  is  thus  clear  that  the  organism  is  the  cause  of  the  disease 
in  animals,  and  that  this  disease  is  the  same  as  the  human  disease.  The 
bacillus  thus  fulfils  all  the  conditions  required  to  prove  it  to  be  the  true 
pathogenetic  organism  of  plague. 

The  channels  of  reception  of  the  bacillus  are,  according  to  Kitasato, 
the  respiratory  organs,  the  digestive  tract,  and  inoculation.  According  to 
Yersin,  rats  and  mice,  especially  the  former,  fed  with  fragments  of  organs 
of  animals  dead  of  the  disease,  acquired  plague,  and  died  with  character- 
istic lesions  and  bacilli  in  their  organs.  It  is  also  stated  that  bacilli  are 
found  in  the  faecal  dejections  of  patients,  showing  a  mode  of  infection  in 
plague  previously  unsuspected :  indeed  the  bacillus  is  not  known  to  leave 
the  body  by  any  other  channel.  Yersin  established  contagion  of  plague  by 
keeping  inoculated  rats  and  healthy  mice  in  the  same  place.  All  the 
latter,  as  well  as  the  former,  died  with  numerous  bacilli  in  their  organs. 

Under  certain  circumstances  a  remarkable  diminution  of  virulence  of 
the  bacillus  was  observed  by  Yersin.  Some  colonies  in  cultures  were 
observed  to  grow  much  more  rapidly  than  the  others,  and  if  cultivated 
separately  were  found  to  be  much  diminished  in  virulence.  Bacilli 
obtained  from  convalescent  patients  were  also  of  comparatively  low 
virulence.  These  observations  are  interesting  as  bearing  on  the  spon- 
taneous decline  in  virulence  and  the  cessation  of  plague  epidemics. 
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Ectogenic  Existence  of  the  Bacillus. — Yersin  Avas  able  to  cultivate  and 
isolate  a  bacillus  from  earth  of  an  infected  house,  four  to  five  centimetres 
below  the  surface,  which  precisely  resembled  that  from  buboes,  but  was 
not  virulent.  Kitasato  found  in  one  instance  that  dust  from  an  infected 
house  communicated  plague  by  inoculation.  Yersin  found  that  flies  die 
from  the  disease,  their  bodies  containing  the  bacillus  ;  and  by  inoculation 
of  material  contaminated  with  a  dead  fly  he  conveyed  plague  to  animals. 

The  conclusion  is  that  a  bacillus  has  been  discovered  capable  of 
parasitic  existence  in  men  and  animals,  capable  of  ectogenic  life,  showing 
spontaneous  variability  in  virulence,  and  thus  fulfilling  all  the  conditions 
necessary  to  explain  the  observed  phenomena  of  plague. 

Endemic  Plague. — In  discussing  the  existence  of  plague  as  an  endemic 
disease,  it  is  necessary  to  take  into  account  its  geographical  distribution, 
and  to  some  extent  its  history,  together  with  the  associated  physical  and 
social  conditions.  The  localities  where  it  is  now  known  to  occur,  or  to 
have  occurred  within  the  last  twenty  years,  are  as  follows  : — 

(1)  In  the  district  of  Benghazi  (the  ancient  Cyrenaica),  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Tripoli,  Northern  Africa,  the  most  westerly  station  now  known ; 
last  definitely  recorded  in  1874. 

(2)  The  district  of  Azir  or  Assyr,  in  South-western  Arabia,  bordering 
on  the  Red  Sea,  as  lately  as  1889. 

(3)  A  large  area  in  Asia,  comprising  Persian  Kurdistan  and  adjacent 
parts  of  Persia,  Turkish  Kurdistan,  and  parts  of  Irak  or  Mesopotamia  on 
the  banks  of  the  Tigris  and  Euphrates,  including  Baghdad.  From  this 
area  it  has  extended  to  Northern  Persia  on  the  shores  of  the  Caspian 
(Resht)  in  1877,  to  Baku  on  the  western,  and  Astrakhan  on  the 
northern  shore  of  that  sea ;  and  up  the  Volga  to  the  village  of  Vetlanka 
and  its  neighbourhood  in  1877-79. 

(4)  The  districts  of  Kumaon  and  Gurwhal  in  the  north-west  of  India, 
on  the  slopes  of  the  Himalayas,  as  lately  as  1888. 

(5)  In  Southern  China,  the  mountain  district  of  Yunnan  and  the  sea- 
port Pakhoi  on  the  Tonkin  Gulf.  Apparently  by  extension  from  Pakhoi, 
plague  has  in  the  last  two  years  invaded  Canton  and  Hong-Kong  in 
Eastern  China. 

The  five  localities  above  named  appear  to  be  independent  centres  of 
the  disease,  since  no  communication  can  be  traced  between  them  ;  and 
plague  is  not  known  to  exist  in  any  other  part  of  the  world. 

These  localities  are  all  in  the  temperate  zone,  with  the  exception  of 
the  Azir  district  and  Pakhoi,  which  lie  just  within  the  tropics ;  but  they 
have  hardly  another  physical  feature  in  common.  Plague  prevails  in 
Benghazi  on  a  rocky  plateau  overlooking  a  marshy  district  lial)le  to 
inundation ;  on  the  banks  of  the  Tigris  and  Euphrates,  and  on  part  of  the 
shores  of  the  Caspian  in  low  and  marshy  situations.  But  the  mountains 
of  Kurdistan  are  5000  to  6000  feet  high ;  and  the  Himalayan  seat  of 
plague  approaches  7000  feet  above  the  sea ;  while  in  Yunnan  the  disease 
is  said  to  occur  only  at  elevations  of  from  1200  to  7200  feet.  These 
facts  show  the  old  belief  that  plague  prevails  only  in  marshy  and 
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malarious  districts  to  be  unfounded.  In  fact,  mountain  districts  are 
perhaps  the  most  persistent  foci  of  plague  now  known. 

The  social  conditions  of  these  localities  are  important,  and  will  be 
referred  to  presently. 

Endemic  Plague  as  a  Soil  Disease. — In  all  the  places  where  plague 
is  endemic,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  virus  resides  permanently 
in  the  soil,  and  that  human  l^eings  acquire  it  thence  by  certain  channels 
of  communication.  Plague  is  therefore  partially,  though  not  wholly,  a 
miasmatic  or  soil  disease.  It  differs  from  malarial  disease  in  that  it  exists 
only  in  the  soil  of  inhabited  places,  and  has  never  been  acquired  from 
mere  telluric  conditions.  Since  the  living  virus  is  a  bacillus  which  exists 
in  the  affected  subjects,  it  will  pass  from  them  back  into  the  soil,  and  a 
mutual  relation  be  thus  established.  The  soil  theory  of  plague  is  a  popular 
belief  in  some  parts  of  the  world.  It  was  dimly  perceived  by  many  older 
writers  (by  Boghurst  in  the  seventeenth  century);  but  was  obscured  by 
other  less  tenable  hypotheses  of  infection  of  the  air  and  epidemic  con- 
stitutions. It  was  clearly  recognised  by  Dr.  C.  R.  Francis  as  the  ex- 
planation of  the  Indian  plague  of  Kumaon  in  1853.  It  was  suggested  as 
possible  by  Liebermeister  in  the  article  on  Plague  in  Ziemssen's  Cycloimdia 
of  Medicine,  and  adopted,  subject  to  further  evidence,  by  myself  in  the 
Encyclopcedia  Britannica  and  elsewhere  :  but  it  was  first  definitely  formu- 
lated, with  the  aid  of  Pettenkofer's  theory  of  soil  water,  by  Dr.  Creighton 
in  his  History  of  Epidemic  Diseases.  It  is  apparently  not  held  by  most 
epidemiologists. 

The  arguments  in  favour  of  this  view  are  somewhat  as  follows  : — 

(1)  The  remarkably  limited  geographical  distribution  of  plague,  so 
widely  different  from  that  of  diseases  caused  by  a  floating  or  purely 
personal  contagion,  is  hardly  consistent  with  any  other  hypothesis. 

(2)  In  localities  where  the  disease  is  permanently  established,  animals 
living  under  ground  are  often  affected  in  a  peculiar  way.  Usually 
before  the  outbreak  of  an  epidemic  such  animals,  especially  rats, 
perish  in  large  numbers.  They  come  out  of  their  holes  evidently  very 
ill,  and  die,  or  are  found  dead  under  ground ;  so  that  this  phenomenon  is 
considered  by  the  people  in  India  and  China,  where  it  has  been  chiefly 
observed,  as  the  sign  of  a  coming  epidemic.  Recent  observation  in  China 
has  shown  that  the  rats  suffer  not  merely  from  poisoning,  but  from  true 
bubonic  plague.  They  have  buboes,  and  their  organs  contain  immense 
numbers  of  the  plague  bacilli.  It  cannot,  therefore,  be  doubted  that  the 
virus  exists  under  ground  before  it  affects  human  beings.  In  some 
countries  other  animals  are  said  to  be  affected,  but  this  is  less  certain.^ 

(3)  Within  an  endemic  area  of  plague  the  disease  often  occurs  year 
after  year,  or  in  successive  epidemics,  precisely  in  the  same  spots,  even  in 
the  same  houses ;  and  springs  up  simultaneously  in  several  independent 

1  In  the  older  European  epidemics  it  seems  doubtful  whether  this  death  of  rats  was 
actually  observed.  The  old  books  contain  general  statements  of  the  same  kind  regarding 
animals  which  live  in  the  ground,  but  they  have  the  appearance  of  being  traditional,  and 
borrowed  from  the  Arabian  writers,  especially  from  Avicenua,  who  is  very  copious  on  this 
point. 
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foci.  In  London  in  1665  it  was  said  the  disease  "fell  upon  several  spots 
of  the  city  and  suburbs  like  rain." 

(4)  Of  places  apparently  under  the  same  conditions,  and  in  free 
communication  with  one  another,  one  is  repeatedly  affected,  the  other 
never.  Dr.  Francis  observed  in  India  two  villages  on  the  same  mountain, 
with  the  same  aspect,  scarcely  500  yards  apart,  of  which,  at  every  visita- 
tion of  plague,  one  always  escaped,  the  other  suffered.  In  old  days,  again, 
it  was  oljserved  in  Egypt  that  Alexandria  might  have  a  terrible  epidemic, 
while  Cairo  entirely  escaped :  in  another  epidemic  the  converse  relation 
might  obtain  ;  and  this  in  spite  of  unchecked  communication. 

(5)  In  cities  where  a  notable  part  of  the  population  lives  on  the 
water  in  boats  and  barges,  it  has  more  than  once  been  noted  that  such 
persons  have  entirely  escaped  the  plague.  It  was  so  in  London  in  1665 ; 
and  recently  in  Canton,  where  250,000  people  live  and  sleep  on  the 
water,  this  part  of  the  population  enjoyed  almost  complete  immunity. 

(6)  It  has  often  been  observed  that  while  those  who  live  on  the 
ground  floor  of  a  house  are  seized  with  plague,  the  inhabitants  of  the 
upper  stories  may  entirely  escape ;  so  that  it  used  to  be  said,  "  Plague 
does  not  go  upstairs."  This  has  been  signally  confirmed  in  the  late 
epidemic  of  Canton. 

(7)  In  a  general  way,  the  beneficial  effects  of  local  sanitary  measures, 
as  compared  with  mere  prevention  of  contagion,  tell  in  the  same 
direction ;  but  the  bearings  of  these  facts  can  only  be  thus  briefly 
indicated. 

It  would  appeal'  from  the  above  reasons  that  the  endemic  prevalence 
of  plague  is  comparable  to  that  of  cholera  or  typhoid,  and  governed  by 
somewhat  similar  laws  ;  though  in  other  respects  it  differs  very  much 
from  those  diseases.  In  the  double  infection  of  the  soil  and  the  organism 
it  resembles  anthrax.  Along  with  infection  of  the  soil  there  appears  to 
be  a  passage  of  the  virus  in  some  form  into  the  air,  so  that  it  has  always 
been  believed  that  the  disease  may  be  acquired  by  inhalation,  like  typhus. 
Scientific  explanation  of  this  method  of  receiving  the  virus  is,  however, 
still  wanting. 

Production  of  Epidemics. — While  remaining  fixed  in  one  spot,  plague 
varies  very  much  in  prevalence  and  intensity.  When  confined  to  sporadic 
cases,  or  existing  only  in  the  mild  form,  it  is  spoken  of  as  endemic.  When 
affecting  larger  numbers,  and  in  a  severer  form,  it  is  called  epidemic. 
The  disease  is  particularly  liable  to  recur  in  periodical  outbreaks ;  and  in 
the  countries  affected,  popular  belief  has  sometimes  assigned  a  definite 
number  of  years,  such  as  seven,  for  the  interval.  There  is,  however,  no 
such  regularity ;  sometimes  a  great  epidemic  is  followed  by  several  years 
of  apparent  immunity,  sometimes  the  disease  reciu-s  several  years  in 
succession.  The  interval  of  apparent  health  is  probably  often  filled,  not 
so  much  with  sporadic  cases  of  severe  plague,  as  with  minor  plague. 

The  causes  of  the  development  of  minor  into  severe  plague,  and  of 
the  production  of  an  epidemic,  are  very  obscure.  For  various  reasons  it 
cannot  depend  upon  the  number  of  susceptible  persons  in  the  population ; 
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the  causes  must  be  physical,  affecting  the  biology  of  the  plague  bacillus 
whether  in  oi'  out  of  the  body.  The  best -established  fact  is  that 
epidemics  have  often  (but  not  constantly)  been  preceded  by  a  long 
drought.  Epidemic  diseases  among  animals,  failure  of  crops,  great 
abundance  of  lower  forms  of  life — such  as  flies — and  numerous  other 
physical  incidents,  have  been  also  described  as  preceding  or  accompanying 
plague,  but  are  of  little  moment.  More  important  are  social  conditions. 
Many  epidemics  of  plague  have  followed  on  famines,  wars,  and  other 
calamities,  which  produce  destitution  and  lowered  state  of  health.  Other 
fevers  have  sometimes  been  observed  to  prevail  at  the  same  time. 

Epidemics  of  plague  always  seem  to  terminate  spontaneously,  usually 
in  from  three  to  six  months.  Generally  in  each  place  they  begin  about 
the  same  season  :  this  in  northern  countiies  is  spring  or  early  summer  ; 
and  they  are  checked  by  the  cold  of  winter.  When  prevalent  in  Egypt, 
plague  used  to  begin  in  the  autumn  and  end  at  the  slimmer  solstice, 
when  hot  south  winds  prevail.  In  Russia  plague  has  on  some  occasions 
prevailed  through  the  winter,  being  kept  alive  by  the  high  internal  tem- 
perature of  houses.  In  Mesopotamia  an  air  temperature  of  86°  F.  at  once 
checks  an  epidemic,  and  one  of  113°  absolutely  stops  it. 

Conditions  favouring  the  continued  Existence  of  Plague. — It  has  been 
seen  that  no  physical  conditions,  except  temperatui'e,  have  much  eff'ect 
on  the  prevalence  of  plague.  But  certain  social  conditions  have 
a  great  influence,  and  seem  almost  indispensable  to  an  endemic 
seat  of  the  disease.  The  first  of  these  is  uncleanliness.  All  the 
localities  in  which  plague  flourishes  are  conspicuously  filthy.  The 
villages  in  Mesopotamia  were  in  an  incredible  state  of  filth  (Colvill). 
The  sufferers  from  Indian  plague  were  filthy  beyond  conception  (Francis)  ; 
the  habits  of  the  poorer  classes  of  Chinese  in  Hong-Kong  and  Canton 
are  notoriously  of  the  same  kind.  A  soil  contaminated  with  faecal 
discharges  and  decaying  animal  matter  of  all  kinds  appears  to  be  an 
essential  condition  for  the  vitality  of  the  virus.  Among  other  causes  of 
contamination  must  be  placed  cadaveric  infection  from  bad  customs  of 
burial.  This  was  notably  observed  in  the  Indian  seats  of  plague,  where 
the  rocky  nature  of  the  soil  offers  obstacles  to  efficient  burial ;  in  Yunnan 
also,  and  formerly  in  Egypt.  Dr.  Ci'eighton  regards  this  as  the  dominant 
cause,  but  the  general  bearing  of  testimony  hardly  confirms  his  opinion. 
The  burial  among  or  within  dwelling-houses  of  those  who  die  of  the  plague 
has  often,  however,  been  a  potent  means  of  continuing  the  infection ;  such 
bodies  contain  bacilli  in  enormous  numbers,  and  contagion  from  dead 
bodies  is  undoubtedly  possible.  Overcrowding  of  dwelling-houses  (not 
necessarily  correlative  with  density  of  population)  and  absence  of  venti- 
lation are  also  powerful  contributory  causes.  But  of  all  social  conditions 
poverty  and  general  social  misery  seem  to  be  the  most  influential.  The 
poor  are  always  the  chief,  sometimes  almost  the  only  sufferers,  as  shown 
by  such  epithets  as  misericc  moi'bus,  or  "  the  poor's  plague,"  often  given  to 
the  disease. 

But  since  destitution  and  uncleanliness  are  prevalent  in  so  many 
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parts  of  the  world  where  plague  has  never  been  heard  of,  these  must  be 
regarded  as  favouring,  or  perhaps  essential,  conditions  for  the  disease, 
rather  than  as  accounting  for  its  origin.  A  very  moderate  improvement 
in  sanitary  matters  at  once  limits  or  eradicates  the  disease. 

Plague  as  a  communicable  Disease. — Unlike  true  miasmatic  diseases — 
such  as  ague — there  can  be  no  doubt  that  plague  is  communicable,  both 
from  the  sick  to  the  healthy,  and  from  an  infected  place  to  one  previously 
uninfected  ;  but  the  extent  and  nature  of  this  communicability  have  been 
the  subject  of  active  controversy. 

Communication  from  the  sick  to  the  healthy  does  not  take  place 
especially  by  contact,  as  was  formerly  believed  (and  hence  the  word 
contagion,  with  its  false  connotations,  is  better  avoided),  but  by  the 
atmosphere  of  the  sick-room,  or  of  the  house  itself ;  and  this  may  be 
largely,  if  not  completely,  obviated  by  abundant  ventilation.  It  may  be 
difficult  to  say  in  some  cases  whether  the  infection  is  acquired  from  the 
patient  or  from  the  house ;  but  it  is  pretty  clear  that  communication 
from  one  person  to  another  in  the  open  air,  or  by  casual  meeting,  is  very 
rare,  if  it  ever  occurs.  The  transmission  of  infection  by  clothing, 
bedding,  or  other  objects,  that  is,  in  the  old  phrase,  by  fomites,  can 
hardly  be  questioned,  though  many  exaggerated  statements  have  been 
made  on  the  sul)ject. 

Those  who,  like  the  French  physicians  in  Egypt,  denied  contagion 
altogether,  did  so  chiefly  on  the  ground  of  their  own  personal  immunity, 
though  they  attended  thousands  of  patients,  and  performed  many  post^ 
mortem  examinations.  One  of  them,  Bulard,  even  wore  the  clothes  of  a 
patient  who  had  died  of  plague,  and  Clot  Bey  tried  in  vain  to  inoculate 
himself  with  matter  from  a  pestilent  bubo.  Many  similar  negative  in- 
stances are  on  record ;  but  much  negative  evidence  is  not  so  conclusive 
with  regard  to  infection  as  a  few  positive  cases.  On  the  whole,  the  truth 
appears  to  be  that  during  different  epidemics  and  at  different  stages  of 
an  epidemic,  plague  differs  immensely  in  its  contagious  property,  as  it 
does  in  its  virulence  ;  so  that,  broadly  speaking,  it  is  highly  communicable 
at  some  times,  and  very  slightly  so,  if  at  all,  at  others. 

In  explanation  of  cases  where  communication  cannot  be  traced,  it 
should  be  noted  that,  besides  rats  and  the  like,  domestic  animals  may 
convey  germs  of  disease,  and  Yersin  has  lately  shown  that  the  same  is 
true  of  house  flies. 

Transmission  of  plague  from  one  place  to  another  not  previously  in- 
fected must  also  be  regarded  as  well  established ;  though,  doubtless,  this 
has  often  been  wrongly  assigned  as  the  cause  of  purely  local  outbreaks. 
That  this  is  possible  by  means  of  infected  ships  is  clearly  proved  by  the 
records  of  the  Quarantine  at  Marseilles  (quoted  by  Prus),  when  in  several 
instances  the  infection  was,  so  to  speak,  caught  on  the  sieve — that  is  to 
say,  the  infected  ships  gave  rise  to  cases  of  plague  within  the  quarantine 
station,  of  which  some  were  fatal.  The  like  possibility  on  land  has  often 
been  established,  though  doubted  by  the  extreme  school  of  anti-con- 
tagionists.     For  instance,  in  the  London  Plague  of  1665,  towns  and 
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villages  in  communication  with  London  became  affected,  though  they 
were  previously  healthy,  and  had  not  suffered  from  plague  for  many 
years,  if  ever.  The  infection  is  doubtless  generally  conveyed  by  persons 
either  affected  with  the  disease  or  in  the  stage  of  incubation.  Such 
persons  convert  the  house  they  occupy  into  a  focus  of  infection,  till 
possibly  the  virus  passes  into  the  soil,  and  a  severe  epidemic  may  result. 
Conveyance  by  means  of  infected  objects  is  doubtless  possible,  but  prob- 
ably much  rarer.  ^ 

With  regard,  however,  to  this  mode  of  transmission,  it  should  be 
observed  that,  according  to  old  and  sound  tradition,  the  plague  does  not 
spread  when  it  is  sporadic,  but  only  when  it  is  in  an  epidemic  form. 
Furthermore,  its  diffusibility  varies  as  much  as  its  contagiosity  in  the 
narrower  sense,  being  very  marked  in  great  epidemics,  very  slight  or 
self-limited  in  others.  Many  epidemics  have  burnt  themselves  out  on 
the  spot,  or  travelled  but  a  few  miles ;  others  have  spread  over  whole 
continents.  Generally  successive  epidemics,  if  unchecked,  cover  each  time 
a  somewhat  wider  area. 

The  rate  of  extension  is  also  variable,  but  is  generally  slow.  Plague 
has  taken  weeks  or  months  to  pass  from  one  side  of  a  city  to  another ;  it 
creeps  along  from  point  to  point,  so  as  to  be  compared  by  some  to  a  drop 
of  oil  on  paper. 

Such  gradual  extension  suggests  the  slow  progress  of  a  virus  in  the 
soil  itself,  and  probably  that  is  in  some  places  the  explanation ;  but, 
obviously,  only  transmission  through  short  distances  can  be  thus 
accounted  for. 

Transmission  by  the  air  cannot  be  said  to  be  impossible,  and  was 
once  much  dreaded ;  but  while  this  may  be  possible  through  distances 
measured  by  yards,  it  can  hardly  be  so  through  distances  measured  by 
miles. 

Plague  as  an  Epidemic  Communicable  Disease. — Clinical  Fm-ms  of 
Plague. — It  is  now  pretty  clearly  established  that  plague  may  occur  in 
two  distinct  forms,  each  of  which  may  prevail  separately  to  the  exclusion 
of  the  other: — 1.  Festis  ininm;  abortive  or  larval  plague.  2.  Festis 
major,  severe  or  ordinary  plague.     Very  fatal  cases  of  the  latter  are 

^  The  instance  of  Eyam  in  Derbyshire  (whither  the  infection  was  carried  in  a  package 
from  London)  is  well  known  ;  less  well  known  is  that  of  an  isolated  house  (Oakhow)  in 
Langdale,  in  which,  as  it  is  believed,  every  occupant  died.  A  sou  of  the  house  died  of  the 
plague  in  London  in  1598  or  1665,  and  it  is  said  that  the  infection  was  carried  in  his  clothes, 
etc.,  which  were  sent  home.  Food  was  brought  near  the  house  by  the  neighbours,  who, 
however,  never  entered  it ;  the  bodies  were  left  where  they  fell,  and  it  seems  probable  that 
the  house  was  burned  after  the  last  death.  A  mound  only  remains,  the  site  never  having 
been  occupied  since.  No  cases  occurred  elsewhere  in  the  immediate  neighbourliood,  but 
the  pest  fell  heavily  upon  the  towns  of  Cumberland  and  Westmoreland.  Upon  the  wall  of 
Penrith  Church  is  the  following  inscription  :  "  a.  d.  mdxcviii.  Ex  gravi  peste  qu»  regionibus 
hisce  incubuit  obierunt  apud  Penrith  2260,  Kendal  2500,  Kichmoud  2200,  Carlisle  1196. 
Posteri,  Avertite  vos  et  Vivite,  Ezek.  18th,  32."  Vide  Lai/s  and  Lege7ids  of  English  Lake 
Country,  by  J.  Bagen  White,  F.R.C.S.,  Carlisle,  1873  ;  and  Dr.  Barnes'  paper  in  vol.  xi. 
Trans.  Cumb.  and  Westd.  Arch,  and  Antiq.  Soc.  p.  158.  In  those  days  the  fresh  rushes 
were  commonly  laid  upon  those  of  previous  years,  which  were  already  charged  and  saturated 
with  filth  and  refuse. — Ed. 
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sometimes  called  "fulminant,"  or  Pedis  siderans ;  but  as  they  do  not  con- 
stitute an  epidemic  by  themselves  this  is  hardly  a  distinct  form. 

1 .  Pestig  minor  is  characterised  by  the  production  of  glandular  swellings, 
with  little  fever  and  no  severe  general  symptoms,  lasting  perhaps  al^out 
fourteen  days.  It  has  been  observed  in  Mesopotamia  preceding  severe 
epidemics  of  ordinary  plague;  in  the  city  of  Astrakhan  in  1877  (the 
year  before  the  severe  outbreak  in  that  province),  and  elsewhere.  A 
similar  type  was  observed  in  London  in  1664,  the  year  before  the  great 
plague,  though  its  existence  was  concealed.  This  form  is  rarely  or  never 
fatal,  and  hence  has  often  been  overlooked  or  misunderstood.  It  does 
not  appear  to  be  contagious,  and  is  not  certainly  known  to  be  transmitted 
from  one  place  to  another.  It  has  therefore  the  characters  of  an  endemic 
miasmatic  disease. 

2.  Pestis  majm-  may  be  developed  out  of  the  milder  form.  In 
endemic  seats  of  plagues  the  mild  form  appears  sometimes,  probably  from 
some  change  in  the  soil  poison,  to  be  rapidly  transmuted  into  the  severer 
form,  which  then  appears  as  the  epidemic  form.  Strange  to  say,  gi^ada- 
tions  between  the  two  forms  do  not  seem  to  be  generally  observed,  as 
the  earliest  cases  of  the  true  plague  are  usually  the  most  severe.  When 
the  severe  form  is  prevalent  as  an  epidemic  the  disease  is  certainly 
transmissible.  The  extent  and  conditions  of  this  transmission  will  be 
discussed  later.  The  following  clinical  account  is  that  of  ordinary  or 
severe  plague  : — 

The  Attack  of  Plague.^ — Incubation. — The  latent  period  between  the 
reception  of  infection  and  the  commencement  of  symptoms  is  imperfectly 
known,  but  appears  to  be  generally  from  three  to  five  clays,  or  at  most 
one  week.  Observation  for  about  eight  days  may  therefore  be  taken  as 
sufficient  to  show  whether  a  suspected  person  is  or  is  not  infected. 

The  symptoms  of  plague  vary  much  in  their  intensity  and  rela- 
tive frequency  in  different  epidemics ;  but  the  order  in  which  they  pre- 
sent themselves  and  the  general  course  of  the  attack  are  tolerably 
uniform. 

Prodromal  Stage. — Often  the  onset  is  quite  sudden ;  l)ut  when  pre- 
liminary symptoms  (prior  to  the  coming  on  of  fever)  are  observed  they 
are  as  follows  : — The  nervous  system  is  chiefly  affected.  There  is  severe 
headache,  vertigo,  staggering  gait,  and  appearance  suggestive  of  drunken- 
ness passing  into  lethargy.  Colvill  says  :  "  The  patient  appears  absent- 
minded,  moves  along  speaking  to  no  one,  enters  his  house  mechanically, 
shutting  the  door,  and  drops  on  to  his  bed,  as  if  in  despair  or  wandering 
in  his  mind."  The  pallid  face,  the  injected  eyes,  the  vacant  or  stupefied 
expression  of  countenance,  with  inability  or  refusal  to  answer  questions, 
often  suffice  for  an  experienced  eye  to  make  the  diagnosis.  With  these 
are  associated  the  usual  symptoms  of  acute  febrile  disease,  pains  in  the 
limbs,  extreme  muscular  weakness,  and  intense  malaise.    The  tongue  at 

1  lu  this  summary  I  have  followed  chiefly  the  accounts  given  by  Dr.  Cabiadis  and  Mr. 
Colvill  of  plague  in  Irak.  I  have  referred  also  to  Dr.  Cautlie's  observations  in  Hong-Kong, 
and,  for  special  symptoms,  to  those  of  other  observers. 
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the  beginning  is  thickly  coated  on  the  dorsum,  the  edges  being  red ; 
later  it  becomes  extremely  dry  and  of  a  mahogany  colour.  Bilious 
vomiting  or  hsematemesis  are  occasionally  the  initial  symptoms.  The 
prodromal  stage,  when  present,  may  last  a  few  hours  or  a  day,  rarely 
longei'. 

Febrile  Stage.  —  Immediately  after  the  above  symptoms,  concur- 
rently with  them,  or  sometimes  from  the  beginning,  high  fever  comes 
on,  ushered  in  by  a  prolonged  rigor  or  repeated  shiverings.  The  tem- 
perature may  rise  rapidly  to  102",  104°,  or  even  to  107''  F.  and  higher. 
The  pulse  is  always  rapid,  from  90  to  120  or  130.  It  is  described  as 
sometimes  very  small  and  thread-like,  at  other  times  not  especially  weak. 
Dr.  Cantlie  speaks  of  it  as  very  variable  in  force,  frequency  and  character. 
The  skin  is  at  first  extremely  dry,  not  always  very  hot  to  the  touch. 
There  is  excessive  thirst,  with  a  sense  of  burning  in  the  throat  and 
stomach.  Constipation  is  the  rule  during  this  stage.  From  the  extreme 
weakness  the  decubitus  is  dorsal.  The  nervous  disturbances  are  mainly 
those  already  described ;  sometimes  they  pass  into  active  delirium,  more 
often  into  lethargy  and  coma.  The  duration  of  the  febrile  stage 
would  appear  usually  to  be  from  two  to  five  days,  but  sometimes  it 
is  much  longer.  The  fall  of  temperatm-e  is  generally  described  as  sudden, 
and  it  may  not  rise  again ;  but  Dr.  Cantlie  observed  in  some  cases  a 
recurrence  of  high  temperature  after  three  or  four  days.  In  some  fatal 
cases  the  rectal  temperature  after  death  was  found  to  be  high.  In  cases 
which  do  well  there  is  a  gradual  but  irregular  fall,  and  after  fourteen 
days  the  temperature  is  often  subnormal.^ 

Buboes  or  inflammations  of  lymph  glands  constitute  the  most  import- 
ant and  characteristic  feature  of  plague.  They  are  rarely  wanting,  and  then 
only  in  cases  which  are  very  rapidly  fatal ;  though  it  is  difficult  to  say  in 
what  proportion  of  cases  they  are  absent,  since  in  the  panic  of  an  epidemic 
they  may  be  overlooked.^  The  term  "  bubonic  plague  "  is  therefore  in 
the  main  accurate. 

Buboes  are  in  some  instances  the  first  symptoms  to  attract  the 
attention  of  the  patient,  perhaps  by  a  sudden  lancinating  pain.  More 
usually  they  occur  after  the  onset  of  fever,  on  the  second,  third,  fourth, 
or  even  the  fifth  day  of  the  disease.  With  the  appearance  of  buboes 
there  is  often  some  abatement  of  the  fever  and  general  symptoms. 
The  afi"ected  glands  are  generally  extremely  painful,  but  sometimes  the 
enlargement  is  insidious,  and  only  detected  on  examination.  They  may 
enlarge  rapidly,  more  often  gradually.  Glands  are  usually  affected  in 
groups,  but  generally  one  is  much  larger  than  the  rest.  At  first  the 
glands  are  extremely  hard,  and  in  fatal  or  very  severe  crises  may  retain 

^  The  temperature  charts  on  pp.  930  and  931  are  copied  by  permission  from  Dr.  Cantlie's 
article,  Brit.  Med.  Journal,  1894,  vol.  ii.  p.  424. 

-  At  Vetlanka  in  Russia,  after  the  epidemic,  I  was  informed  by  the  relatives  of  those  who 
had  died  of  plague  that  there  were  no  swellings,  though  there  is  reason  to  believe  that 
such  had  occurred  ;  the  bodies  were  probably  buried  hastily  in  ordinary  clothes  and  not 
carefully  examined.  In  Mohammedan  countries  this  would  be  less  likely  to  happen  in  con- 
sequence of  the  ritual  observances  carried  out  after  death. 
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this  character  to  the  last ;  in  other  cases  suppuration  occurs,  M'hich  is 
regarded  as  a  favourable  sign,  and  is  often  more  jjrevalent  during  the 
decline  of  an  epidemic.  On  the  other  hand,  rapid  softening,  flattening, 
or  even  disappearance  of  a  bubo  during  the  height  of  the  attack  is  some- 
times observed,  and  is  a  symptom  of  the  worst  omen,  being  speedily- 
followed  by  death.     It  was  so  in  London  in   1665,  and  in  recent 
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Chart  10. — Temperature  chart  of  an  acute  case,  with  temperature  in  rectum  after  death. 

epidemics  in  Irak.  Sometimes  the  skin  over  the  bubo  becomes  gan- 
grenous, forming  a  carbuncle.  According  to  Dr.  Cantlie  great  oedema 
surrounds  the  glands,  converting  the  group  into  an  elevated  doughy 
mass,  sometimes  five  or  six  inches  in  diameter.  A  bubo  once  formed 
usually  lasts  during  the  whole  of  the  attack.  In  suppurative  cases  which 
recover,  the  process  may  be  prolonged  for  several  days,  or  even  for  some 
weeks,  and  leave  formidable  scars,  the  diagnostic  marks  of  a  past  attack 
of  plague. 
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The  size  of  a  bubo  does  not  generally  exceed  that  of  an  almond  or  a 
walnut,  but  may  attain  that  of  an  egg  or  small  orange.  In  the  majority 
of  cases  (three-fourths  or  more,  according  to  some  observei's)  only  a  single 
prominent  swelling  occui's ;  but  Dr.  Cantlie  remarks  that  swollen  glands 
are  to  be  found  in  other  regions  if  sought  for.  With  regard  to  situation 
all  observers  agree  that  the  inguinal  group  of  glands  is  most  frequently 


PULSE 


Chart  11. — Temperature  chart  of  a  less  rapid  case. 

affected,  such  cases,  according  to  Cabiadis  and  Colvill  (if  with  these  be 
included  those  of  the  femoral  triangle),  making  40-50  per  cent  of  the 
total  number ;  but  where  the  femoral  glands  have  been  distinguished  from 
the  inguina.1,  the  former  appeared  to  be  most  frequently  attacked.  Next  in 
frequency  of  attack  come  the  axillary  glands — in  25  or  30  per  cent  of 
cases,  and  in  a  larger  proportion  of  female  patients ;  the  cervical  and 
submaxillary  or  other  glands  are  only  attacked  occasionally.  Some 
internal  glands,  especially  the  various  abdominal  groups,  are  always  found 
inflamed  on  post-mortem  examination. 
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Of  secreting  glands  the  parotid  is  sometimes  though  rarely  inflamed. 

Carbuncles. — Gangrenous  patches  of  skin,  called  carbuncles,  though 
evidently  not  anatomically  the  same  as  the  ordinary  carbuncles  pro- 
ceeding from  sebaceous  glands,  form  another  characteristic  feature  of 
plague.  According  to  Cabiadis  and  Colvill,  they  occur,  however,  only 
in  2  or  2^  per  cent  of  the  cases.  Red  patches  appear  on  the  skin, 
and  become  indurated  and  sometimes  vesicular ;  then  necrosis  occurs, 
which  spreads  till  the  patch  may  attain  a  width  of  some  inches.  They 
may  occur  on  any  part  of  the  surface  of  the  body,  and  have  sometimes 
been  attributed  to  direct  introduction  of  the  virus  of  plague  into  the  skin. 

Petechice. — Purpuric  patches,  due  to  ecchymosis,  sometimes  of  small 
size  (petechife),  sometimes  larger,  are  often  seen  in  severe  cases.  In  the 
seventeenth  century  they  were  known  as  the  "  Tokens,"  and  regarded  as 
invariably  indicating  the  approach  of  death. 

General  pustular  or  vesicular  eruptions  have  rarely  been  observed. 

Sweating  is  an  extremely  variable  symptom.  In  certain  epidemics 
very  profuse  sweats  have  been  observed,  in  others  this  feature  has  been 
entirely  Avanting. 

Hcemorrhage  from  various  organs  is  sometimes  observed  in  severe 
cases,  and  is  much  more  frequent  in  some  epidemics  than  in  others. 
Epistaxis  is  a  common  form  of  it,  but  pulmonary  haemorrhage,  usually 
associated  with  congestion  or  inflammation,  is  regarded  as  of  specially 
serious  import.  It  was  observed  in  the  first  epidemic  of  the  Black  Death 
in  Europe  (1348),  in  the 'epidemic  on  the  Volga  in  1879,  and  on  many 
other  occasions.  The  theory  of  Hirsch,  that  this  symptom  distinguishes  a 
special  Indian  variety  of  plague,  comprising  the  Black  Death  of  the 
fourteenth  century  and  the  Indian  epidemics,  is  virtually  abandoned  by 
its  author,  and  may  be  entirely  discarded. 

Hfematemesis  is  sometimes  so  noticeable  as  to  have  been  called 
"  black  vomit " ;  and  intestinal  haemorrhage  produces  black  dejections. 
Urinary  haemorrhage  and  metrorrhagia  occur,  and  are  generally  or  always 
fatal.  The  haemorrhagic  form  of  plague,  though  not  constituting  a  distinct 
type,  may  be  compared  to  the  haemorrhagic  forms  of  small-pox,  scarlet 
fever,  and  so  forth. 

The  remaining  symptoms  will  be  best  considered  in  relation  to  the 
various  systems  of  the  body. 

Nervous  System. — The  general  features  have  been  already  described. 
There  is  profound  poisoning,  aff"ecting  especially  the  cerebrum,  but  with 
little  disturbance  of  motor  functions,  except  occasional  convulsions,  and 
the  contraction  of  tendons  seen  in  the  last  stages  of  many  febrile  dis- 
eases. Paralysis  does  not  appear  in  the  descriptions.  The  violent  or 
maniacal  delirium  of  older  records  has  not  often  been  observed  in  recent 
epidemics. 

Besjnratory  System. — The  respiration  is  accelerated  in  the  febrile  state 
in  proportion  to  the  fever,  perhaps  more  so.  In  some  epidemics  marked 
symptoms  of  engorgement  of  the  lungs  and  pneumonia  Avith  profuse 
haemoptysis  are  described,  but  no  precise  accounts  of  physical  signs  are 
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forthcoming.  These  cases  have  in  some  instances  given  occasion  for  the 
false  diagnosis  of  an  epidemic  pneumonia.  In  Hong-Kong  pulmonary 
symptoms  Avere  absent.  These  variations  are  prol^ably  connected  with 
differences  of  climate  and  season. 

Digestive  Sjjstem. — Besides  the  condition  of  the  tongue  already  noticed, 
some  cases  give  evidence  of  grave  gastric  disturbance,  in  the  form  of 
severe  bilious  vomiting ;  this  is  sometimes  an  early  symptom,  but  it  may 
occur  at  any  stage.  The  bowels  as  a  rule  are  constipated,  but  profuse 
diarrhoea  sometimes  occurs,  and  has  been  regarded  (by  Colvill  and  also 
by  Cantlie)  as  a  favourable  symptom.  The  occurrence  of  gastro-intestinal 
haemorrhage  has  already  been  noted. 

Blood  and  Circulation. — No  recent  observations  on  the  condition  of 
the  blood  are  recorded,  but  the  French  physicians  in  Egypt  in  1835-36, 
a  time  when  bleeding  was  customary,  made  some  analyses,  from  which  it 
appears  that  the  blood  coagulated  imperfectly,  and  never  formed  a 
buffy  coat.  Its  surface  presented  fatty  globules,  the  serum  was  deeply 
coloured,  and  in  some  instances  the  reaction  of  free  sulphuretted  hydro- 
gen was  obtained.  The  water  was  in  excess.  These  results  are  evidence 
of  profound  decomposition  and  destruction  of  red  corpuscles.  Eecently 
in  China  the  characteristic  bacillus  has  been  occasionally  found  in  the 
blood,  but  never  abundantly. 

The  Cirmlatorij  disturbances  have  been  described. 

The  Urinaru  System  presents  nothing  very  notable.  The  urine  is 
generally  diminished,  sometimes  suppressed ;  but  in  the  Hong -Kong- 
epidemic  it  was  normal.    Hsematuria  has  already  been  mentioned. 

Duration  of  Attack. — Cases  are  sometimes  fatal  within  a  day,  but  in 
general  the  duration  of  fatal  attacks  is  three  to  five  days.  Colvill,  in 
Baghdad,  found  nearly  one-fourth  of  his  fatal  cases  died  on  the  first 
day,  about  three-fifths  within  three  days,  and  five-sixths  within  five ;  a 
very  small  number  of  such  cases  lived  over  a  week.  Hence  if  a  patient 
lived  as  long  as  this,  he  was  thought  pretty  certain  to  recover.  On  the 
other  hand,  cases  in  which  suppuration  of  buboes  occurs,  and  which 
recover,  may  be  protracted  to  three  weeks  or  a  month. 

Martality. — Plague  is  the  most  fatal  of  all  known  epidemic  diseases 
affecting  large  numbers.  At  the  beginning  of  an  epidemic  the  mortality  is 
often  80  to  90  per  cent  or  more  of  those  attacked,  and  this  rate  is  maintained 
or  increased  at  the  height  of  the  epidemic.  In  the  epidemic  on  the  Volga 
in  1879,  in  one  group  of  villages  visited  by  myself,  every  person  attacked 
by  plague  had  died.  Towards  the  end  of  every  epidemic  recoveries  pre- 
dominate over  deaths,  so  that  the  average  mortality  falls ;  but  in  some 
limited  epidemics  in  Irak  three-fourths  or  more  of  those  attacked  have 
died.  In  the  larger  epidemics  of  Baghdad  in  1876,  the  proportion  of 
deaths  was  officially  stated  as  55 '7  per  cent;  and  at  Hillah  in  the  same 
country  it  was  given  by  Cabiadis  at  5 2 "6  per  cent.  In  other  epidemics 
the  percentage  of  fatal  cases  has  not  been  more  than  40  per  cent,  and 
in  Egypt  in  1834-35  about  one-third. 

The  total  mortality  has  notoriously  been  in  many  instances  very 
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great,  both  absolutely  and  in  proportion  to  the  population,  though  older 
accounts  may  have  been  exaggerated.  The  Black  Death  is  calculated  to 
have  carried  off  one-third  of  the  inhabitants  of  Eiuope,  and  in  some 
countries  more  than  one-half,  but  these  estimates  must  be  uncertain.  In 
modern  times  it  is  said  that  the  plague  of  1830-31  killed  60,000  of  the 
150,000  inhabitants  of  Baghdad.  The  epidemic  of  1876  in  Irak  is 
stated  to  have  destroyed  one-eighth  of  the  Avhole  population.  In  1881 
most  of  the  villages  affected  lost  a  moiety  or  more  of  their  inhabitants. 
As  in  such  times  a  large  part  of  the  surviving  population  seeks  safety  in 
flight,  it  is  easy  to  understand  how  villages  may  be  entirely  ruined  and 
depojDulated  liy  the  ravages  of  plague,  as  was  the  case  also  in  our  own 
country  in  the  fourteenth  century. 

Prognosis. — The  most  unfavourable  symptoms  are  haemorrhage,  in 
whatever  form,  and  petechial  eruptions  or  "  tokens " ;  both  affections 
are  generally  lethal  prognostics.  Profound  affection  of  the  nervous 
system  is  also  an  unfavourable  sign.  Suppuration  of  buboes  is  always 
of  good  omen.  Sex  and  age  appear  to  have  little  or  no  influence  on  the 
result.  All  observers  agree  that  prognosis  is  generally  very  uncertain, 
and  that  cases  apparently  mild  often  terminate  fatally. 

Diagnosis. — No  acute  febrile  disease  presents  the  peculiar  affection 
of  the  lymph-glands.  Nevertheless  a  casual  lymphatic  inflammation  or 
an  inflamed  parotid  gland  may  occur  in  rare  cases  of  other  diseases, 
especially  in  typhus,  which  was  at  one  time  thought  to  show  in  some 
cases  a  transition  to  plague.  Modern  observers,  however,  have  found 
no  difficulty  in  making  the  diagnosis ;  the  longer  duration  of  typhus 
("the  fourteen  days'  fever")  and  the  collective  symptoms  making  a  well- 
marked  distinction.  Malignant  forms  of  malaria  have  sometimes  been 
confounded  with  plague ;  but  the  absence  of  intermissions,  or  even  of 
definite  remission  of  the  fever,  and  the  inefficacy  of  quinine,  are  obvious 
distinctions.  The  aspect  or  facies  of  a  malarious  patient  is  also  very 
different. 

Morbid  Anatomy. — There  is  little  satisfactory  information  on  this 
head ;  the  fullest  accounts  are  still  those  which  were  made  up  by  the 
French  physicians  in  Egypt  in  1834-35  ;  but  some  valuable  observations 
Avere  made  also  in  the  recent  epidemic  at  Hong-Kong.  The  bodies  of 
plague  patients  undergo  rapid  decomposition,  and  this  change,  especially 
affecting  the  blood,  must  have  been  the  cause  of  some  of  the  appear- 
ances described  in  older  accounts,  such  as  red  or  black  staining  of  the 
serous  membranes,  of  the  surfaces  of  internal  organs,  of  the  mucous 
membranes,  and  so  forth.  The  central  nervous  system,  especially  the 
brain,  is  deeply  congested ;  the  brain  substance  in  some  instances  is 
softened,  and  the  blood-vessels,  especially  the  veins,  much  engorged. 
The  lungs  are  much  congested,  especially  in  their  posterior  parts,  but 
evidently  this  was  partly  due  to  hypostasis  before  or  after  death.  The 
pericardium  contains  an  excess  of  fluid,  frequently  blood-stained.  The 
right  side  of  the  heart  is  dilated  with  black,  imperfectly  coagulated 
blood,  and  the  whole  venous  system  is  engorged.    The  heart  substance  is 
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pale,  and  sometimes  softened.  The  stomach  and  small  intestines  may- 
contain  blood-stained  fluid,  sometimes  actual  blood,  the  surface  showing 
intense  venous  congestion ;  but  Dr.  Cantlie,  in  Hong-Kong,  found  no 
congestion  of  these  parts.  In  a  few  cases  superficial  ulcerations  have 
been  noted  ;  but  the  Peyer's  patches  are  not  specially  affected.  The  large 
intestine  is  comparatively  normal.  The  peritoneum  is  described  as 
showing  great  Avascular  congestion,  chiefly  venous.  The  liver  was  found 
enlarged  by  the  French  pathologists,  sometimes  considerably ;  but  Dr. 
Cantlie  found  no  notable  enlargement :  its  substance  is  pale  and  anaemic, 
and  presents  the  appearance  of  cloudy  swelling.  Haemorrhage,  interstitial 
or  superficial,  is  found  occasionally.  The  spleen,  according  to  all 
observers,  is  greatly  enlarged.  The  kidneys  are  sometimes  enlarged,  and 
occasionally  present  hsemorrhagic  patches ;  Dr.  Cantlie  describes  their 
histological  appearance  as  being  that  of  cloudy  swelling. 

The  one  characteristic  sign  is  inflammation  and  swelling  of  the  in- 
ternal lymphatic  glands,  a  condition  always  present  even  when  the 
external  glands  are  not  notably  enlarged.  All  groups  of  lymph-glands 
may  be  affected  so  as  to  form  continuous  chains,  the  cervical  being 
united  with  the  mediastinal  and  bronchial,  the  inguinal  with  the  groups 
surrounding  the  iliac  vessels  and  aorta,  and  with  the  pelvic  glands,  and 
so  on.  The  mesenteric  glands  are  least  frequently  affected.  Agglo- 
merated glands  may  form  masses  weighing  as  much  as  two  pounds.  In 
substance  they  are  sometimes  red,  congested  and  hard,  sometimes  soft 
and  discoloured,  sometimes  breaking  down  into  a  pulp.  The  surround- 
ing tissue  is  infiltrated  with  serous  fluid. 

It  is  evident  that,  apart  from  the  condition  of  the  lymph-glands, 
there  is  nothing  distinctive  in  the  morbid  anatomy  of  plague. 

Tpeatment.  —  Nothing  is  less  satisfactory  than  the  treatment  of 
plague.  In  old  days  opinions  were  divided  as  to  the  value  of  bleeding, 
but  the  balance  of  experience  was  decidedly  against  it.  The  violent 
sudorifics  used  in  the  seventeenth  centiu-y  appear  to  have  been  useless. 

In  modern  times  quinine  has  naturally  been  largely  administered,  but 
the  general  testimony  is  that  it  is  quite  useless.  Antiseptics  (such  as 
carbolic  acid,  salicylic  acid,  etc.),  antipyretics  and  cardiac  stimulants  have 
all  been  tried  with  no  better  results ;  purging  with  calomel  and  magnesia 
was  largely  used  in  Hong-Kong,  but  with  little  benefit.  In  fact,  nothing 
approaching  to  a  specific  or  antidote  in  the  way  of  drugs  has  ever  been 
discovered.  The  general  principles  of  treatment  would  seem  to  be,  as  in 
other  asthenic  fevers,  to  give  the  patient  an  abundant  supply  of  fresh  air, 
to  avoid  overcrowding,  to  use  cold  affusions  or  baths  in  the  height  of  the 
fever,  and  to  administer  such  cooling  or  other  drinks  as  may  promote  his 
comfort.  When  the  strength  is  failing,  stimulants  are  of  course  indi- 
cated, but  alcoholic  stimulation  appears  to  be  of  less  value  than  in  typhus. 
In  the  seventeenth  century  some  good  observers  denounced  the  use  of 
"  strong  waters "  as  positively  pernicious.  In  a  malady  of  such  short 
duration  the  utility  of  abundant  nutrition  would  appear  to  be  of  less 
importance  than  in  more  protracted  illnesses. 
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The  local  treatment  of  the  buboes  has  received  much  attention.  The 
general  result  of  experience  is  that  energetic  treatment  by  caustics, 
mercurial  inunction,  or  early  surgical  interference,  is  painful  and  fruitless. 
In  early  stages  only  soothing  applications,  such  as  poultices  and  anodynes, 
should  be  used.  When  softening  or  suppuration  occurs,  surgical  treat- 
ment by  incision  and  drainage  is  called  for.  There  is  no  evidence  of  the 
value  of  thorough  antiseptic  surgical  methods ;  but  in  the  epidemic  of 
Hong-Kong  the  injection  into  the  glands  of  solutions  of  perchloride  of 
mercury  and  carbolic  acid  seemed  to  be  of  temporary  benefit. 

Finally,  it  should  be  noted  that  Yersin,  Calmette  and  Borel  in  the 
Institut  Pasteur,  claim  to  have  worked  out  a  system  of  serum  therapeutics 
far  plague  like  that  used  in  diphtheria  and  other  diseases.  Repeated 
injections  of  virulent  bacilli  were  made  into  a  horse,  and,  after  six  weeks' 
preparation,  its  blood  serum,  when  injected  into  rabbits,  was  found  to  be 
capable  of  producing,  not  only  immunity  against  a  subsequent  virulent 
injection  of  plague  bacilli,  but  also  in  larger  dose  the  cure  of  animals 
previously  submitted  to  a  virulent  injection. 

Prophylaxis  and  Prevention. — For  individual  prophylaxis  against 
contagion  a  number  of  elaborate  precautions  were  formerly  recommended, 
which  need  not  now  be  taken  into  account.  The  important  rules  seem  to 
be  that  any  person,  medical  or  other,  who  is  brought  into  contact  with 
infected  patients  or  dwellings,  should,  in  the  first  place,  keep  himself  in 
as  good  a  state  of  general  health  as  possible ;  and,  in  the  next,  remain  in 
the  sick-room  or  house  no  longer  than  duty  requires.  The  risk  of 
touching  and  handling  plague  patients  is  apparently  very  slight,  and 
nurses  and  attendants  in  well-managed  and  airy  hospitals  incur  no  special 
danger.  Doctors  on  the  whole  have  rarely  been  affected ;  and  in  most 
instances  have  conspicuously  escaped.  When  they  have  suffered  (as  was 
grievously  the  case  in  the  short  epidemic  of  Vetlanka)  it  has  generally 
been  because  they  lived  in  the  same  dwellings,  and  under  the  same  condi- 
tions as  the  affected  population ;  or,  as  in  Hong-Kong,  they  have  been 
engaged  in  investigations  on  the  material  of  the  disease. 

The  prophylaxis  of  communities  is  a  difficult  matter,  as  it  involves 
the  question  of  quarantine,  a  system  of  regulations  which  has  been 
elaborated  chiefly  to  guard  against  this  A^ery  disease ;  but  the  subject  is 
too  large  to  be  fully  discussed  here. 

Since  there  is  no  doubt  that  plague,  when  in  an  epidemic  form,  does 
tend  to  spread  to  other  places  and  countries  by  means  of  infected  persons 
or  oT)jects,  we  have  to  consider  the  possil)ility  of  its  being  brought  to  an 
uninfected  place.  The  first  precaution,  and  probably  the  best,  consists  in 
making  the  place  unfit  to  be  the  nidus  of  the  disease.  This  precaution 
concerns  the  purity  of  the  soil  itself,  the  cleanliness  and  ventilation 
of  dwellings,  the  prevention  of  overcrowding,  of  extreme  poverty,  of 
personal  uncleanliness  and  other  insanitary  conditions.  It  is  improbable 
that  any  healthy  European  city  or  population  in  good  sanitary  condition 
could  1)6  the  seat  of  a  serious  epidemic  of  plague.  Since,  however,  sani- 
tary perfection  is  not  universal,  and  a  very  intense  plague  infection 
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seems  sometimes  to  spread  e^'en  under  good  sanitary  conditions,  the 
question  of  exclusion  cannot  be  disregarded. 

Total  exclusion  of  persons  and  objects  coming  from  an  infected 
place,  as  common-sense  shows,  would  be  sufficient ;  but  this  is  rarely 
practicable.  The  epidemic  at  Noja,  in  Italy,  in  1815,  was  thus  isolated 
by  absolutely  cutting  off'  communication  with  other  parts ;  and  other 
instances  might  be  quoted.  But  for  general  application,  modified  exclu- 
sion or  "  quarantine  "  is  the  only  possible  method.  Quarantine  consists 
in  sul^jecting  all  persons  and  objects  coming  from  an  infected  country  to 
a  period  of  observation  measured  by  the  known  period  of  incubation 
of  the  disease,  and  in  requiring  certain  measures  of  disinfection  before 
they  are  permitted  to  proceed.  In  marine  quarantine,  all  ports  in 
communication  with  an  infected  port,  unless  they  adopt  the  same 
regulations,  are  themselves  regarded  as  infected ;  arrivals  from  such 
ports  are  therefore  put  under  the  same  restrictions— a  serious  matter 
for  the  commercial  relations  even  of  countries  which  do  not  adopt 
the  principle  of  quarantine.  In  quarantine  on  land  these  arrangements 
are  complicated  with  a  so-called  "  cordon  sanitaire  "  along  the  frontier  to 
prevent  entrance  by  irregular  channels.  In  recent  times  infected  dis- 
tricts have  been  surrounded  by  double  or  triple  cordons  to  prevent  exit 
except  under  quarantine  regulations.  These  are  necessarily  military 
arrangements.  On  the  efficacy  of  quarantine  opinions  have  differed,  though, 
notwithstanding  modern  scepticism,  it  would  be  unreasonable  to  doubt 
that  this  system,  as  applied  in  former  times  in  the  Mediterranean  ports, 
was  of  great  service,  especially  as  against  infected  ships.  But  early  in 
this  century  the  system  Isecame  out  of  date,  and  even  injurious  through 
mal-administration.  At  the  present  time  a  modified  system  of  quarantine 
against  plague  is  still  legally  in  force,  and  may  be  put  in  operation  by  an 
Order  in  Council ;  it  is  not,  like  other  sanitary  arrangements,  subject  to 
the  Local  Government  Board. 

The  land  quarantines  established  in  Asiatic  Turkey  and  Persia  are 
considered  by  most  unbiassed  observers  to  be  so  defective  as  to  be  useless 
even  if  well  designed.  Some  authorities,  like  Tholozan,  deny  their 
efficacy  altogether,  and  regard  the  limitation  of  epidemics  attributed  to 
them  as  due  to  seasonal  decline.^ 

Dismissing  quarantine  in  the  old  sense,  attention  should  be  directed 
to  ships  arriving  from  an  infected  country  with  cases  of  plague  on  board, 
an  element  of  the  gravest  danger  which  no  sanitary  authority  could 

^  I  can  say  from  personal  knowledge,  that  the  limitations  of  the  epidemic  on  the  Volga 
in  1879  to  a  .small  district  could  not  have  been  due  to  the  elaborate  cordons  established  by- 
General  Loris  Melikoff,  which  in  every  newspaper  were  credited  with  the  result.  For  two 
months  the  disease  was  confined  to  a  single  village,  though  communications  on  the  main 
high-road  were  open  nearly  the  whole  time.  It  then  began  to  spread,  but  when  the  cordons 
were  established  it  was  already  confined  to  a  very  few  cases  in  another  village.  It  is  right 
to  say  that  the  villagers  in  their  alarm  established  a  sort  of  quarantine,  or  rather  system  of 
exclusion  between  one  place  and  another.  Much  more  credit  is  due  to  the  radical  measures 
of  destruction  carried  out  by  the  authorities.  All  infected  houses  (mostly  of  wood)  and  all 
suspected  objects  were  burned  ;  and  it  is  highly  probable  that  the  disease  was  thus  prevented 
fiom  recurring  in  the  next  season  or  becoming  endemic. 
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meet  otherwise  than  by  absolute  isolation,  followed  by  radical  disinfection, 
or  even  destruction  where  practicable.  The  persons  on  board  should  be 
removed  to  an  isolation  hospital,  and  observed  for  a  period  corresponding 
to  the  known  incubation  of  the  disease.  Supposing  plague  to  be  intro- 
duced into  or  to  break  out  in  any  place,  its  restriction  must  depend  upon 
the  measures  usually  applied  to  infectious  diseases,  with  special  reference 
to  the  dwellings  which  may  retain  the  virus.  The  infected  house  should 
be  emptied,  patients  should  be  removed  to  a  hospital,  and  the  other 
inmates  isolated  under  observation.  Under  some  circumstances  the 
patient  might  be  better  isolated  in  his  own  house,  the  chief  thing  to  be 
avoided  being  concentration  of  the  virus.  The  dwelling  should  in  the 
meantime  be  thoroughly  disinfected,  and  all  clothing  or  infected  objects 
subjected  to  disinfecting  agents,  of  which  heat  appears  the  most 
efficacious.  On  account  of  its  usually  low  degree  of  contagiosity,  plague 
would  probably  in  a  clean  city  be  more  easily  controlled  than  small-pox 
or  typhus.  As  contagion  from  the  dead  body  is  possible,  interment 
should  be  carried  out  under  special  precautions. 

The  only  remaining  question  is  whether  the  infection  may  be  carried 
from  an  infected  country  to  a  distance  by  any  kind  of  infected  objects.  As 
regards  ordinary  articles  of  merchandise,  experience  shows  that  the  risk 
is  slight  or  none ;  but  the  importation  of  rags  or  worn  clothing  might,  as 
in  the  case  of  small-pox,  be  made  subject  to  special  restrictions. 

J.  F.  Payne. 
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EELAPSING  FEVER,  OR  FAMINE  FEVER 

Synonyms. — Five  or  seven  days'  fever ;  Five  days'  fever  with  relapses  ; 
Remittent  fever ;  Typhus  recurrens ;  Fihwe  a  recliute ;  Epidemic  fever  of 
Edinburgh,  of  Ireland ;  Epidemic  remittent  fever ;  Relapsing  synocha ; 
Bilious  relapsing  fever  ;  Bilious  typhoid  ;  Remitting  icteric  fever  ;  Famine 
fever  ;  Die  Hungerpest ;  Miliary  fever  ;  Typhinia. 

This  fever,  with  enteric  or  typhoid  fever,  formerly  confused  with  the 
larger  grouj)  of  typhous  continued  fevers,  was  separated  and  distinguished 
by  a  long  series  of  researches  and  of  more  accurate  observations  in  the 
first  half  of  the  present  century.  The  essential  character  which  distin- 
guishes it  from  typhus  is  the  occurrence  of  the  relapse ;  while  from 
enteric  fever  it  is  distinguished  by  the  absence  of  intestinal  lesions. 
The  following  brief  description  has  been  given  of  it  by  Dr.  Murchison : 
— "  A  contagious  disease  which  is  chiefly  met  with  in  the  form  of  an 
epidemic  during  seasons  of  scarcity  and  famine.  Its  symptoms  are : 
A  very  abrupt  invasion  marked  by  rigors  or  chilliness ;  quick,  full, 
and  often  bounding  pulse ;  white,  moist  tongue,  sometimes  becoming  dry 
and  brownish  ;  tenderness  at  the  epigastrium ;  vomiting  and  often  jaun- 
dice ;  enlarged  liver  and  spleen  ;  constipation ;  skin  very  hot  and  dry 
no  characteristic  eruption ;  high-coloured  urine ;  severe  headache,  and 
pains  in  the  back  and  limbs  ;  restlessness  and  occasionally  acute  delirium  ; 
an  abrupt  cessation  of  all  these  symptoms,  with  free  perspiration  about 
the  fifth  or  seventh  day ;  after  a  complete  apyretic  interval  (during  which 
the  patient  may  get  up  and  walk  about),  an  abrupt  relapse  on  the  four- 
teenth day  from  the  first  commencement,  running  a  similar  course  to  the 
first  attack,  and  terminating  on  or  about  the  third  day  of  the  relapse  ; 
sometimes  a  second  or  even  a  third  relapse ;  mortality  small,  but  occasion- 
ally death  from  sudden  syncope,  or  from  suppression  of  urine  and  coma  ; 
after  death  no  specific  lesion,  but  usually  enlargement  of  liver  and  spleen." 
With  this  description  before  us  it  is  easy  to  see  how  relapsing  fever  might 
l)e  confused  with  typhus,  especially  if  cases  of  it  were  few  ;  as  the  relapse 
might  be  either  overlooked  or  attributed  to  some  accidental  or  unex- 
plained conditions.  But  when  cases  became  more  numerous  the  points  of 
difference  would,  as  happens  during  epidemics,  be  forced  into  prominence, 
and  the  more  so  that  during  certain  epidemics  sometimes  cases  of  typhus 
proper  would  predominate,  and  sometimes  cases  of  the  fever  with  relapse. 
When  also  it  appeared,  by  and  by,  that  patients  who  had  l^een  affected  by 
the  one  form  of  fever  contracted  and  went  through  a  well-marked  course  of 
another,  there  could  no  longer  be  any  doubt  that  two  different  kinds  of  fever 
were  under  observation.  Dr.  Henderson,  of  Edinburgh,  was  enabled  in  1843 
to  advance  arguments  leading  to  the  general  acceptance  of  the  view  that 
relapsing  fever  must  be  distinguished  as  a  separate  disease  from  typhus 
fever.  It  appears  now,  in  the  light  of  further  information,  that  relapsing 
fever  is  by  no  means  a  new  disease.  Dr.  Spittal,  of  Edinburgh,  stated  in 
1844  that  Hippocrates  described  an  epidemic  of  relapsing  fever  as  occur- 
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ring  under  his  own  observation  in  the  island  of  Thasos.  The  observations 
of  Hippocrates  are  somewhat  confused,  some  cases  of  doubtful  character 
being  described  among  many  which  may  well  have  been  instances  of 
relapsing  fever.  Neither  then  nor  now  did  cases  run  a  perfectly  definite 
course ;  but  the  accounts  would  lead  us  to  believe  that  in  most  cases  the 
disorder  ran  its  course  in  seventeen  days  Morhi&  mlgar,  lib.  i.)  Thus 
in  two  brothers  who  were  attacked  in  the  very  same  hour  (the  invasion 
having  been  therefore  sudden),  the  phenomena  were  as  follows  : — In  one 
the  initial  fever  lasted  seven  days,  in  the  other  six ;  the  intermission  in 
one  five  days,  in  the  other  six ;  and  the  relapse  in  both  five  days,  so  that 
they  recovered  together  {De  Mmlns  vulgar,  p.  956,  see  also  pp.  953-956). 
In  other  cases  the  initial  fever,  intermission,  and  relapse  lasted  respec- 
tively five,  seven,  and  five  days ;  seven,  seven,  and  three  days ;  six,  six, 
and  five  days ;  and  again,  six,  seven,  and  four  days.  It  will  be  seen  that 
the  addition  of  the  three  numbers  in  all  these  cases  gives  a  total  of  seven- 
teen days,  which  corresponds  very  well  with  the  duration  observed  in 
modern  epidemics.  In  Bradford,  for  example,  during  the  course  of  the 
epidemic  which  I  witnessed  in  1869-70,  the  duration  of  the  initial  fever, 
intermission,  and  relapse  respectively  were  seven,  seven,  and  three  days ; 
eight,  six,  and  five ;  five,  eight,  and  four ;  five,  eight,  and  five  ;  six,  seven, 
and  four ;  six,  eight,  and  three  days,  and  so  on.  Out  of  sixteen  successive 
and  regular  cases,  omitting  those  in  which  a  second  relapse  occurred,  the 
whole  duration  of  the  disease  was  seventeen  days  in  eight  or  one-half  of 
the  cases ;  in  three  cases  the  duration  was  eighteen  days  ;  in  three,  nine- 
teen days  ;  and  in  two,  twenty  days.  Hippocrates  dwelt  on  four  im- 
portant phenomena,  whose  occurrence  at  the  period  of  crisis  might  be 
looked  upon,  separately  or  together,  as  of  good  prognostic  omen.  These 
were  epistaxis,  enuresis,  diarrhoea,  and  dysentery.  Sweating  he  also  con- 
sidered a  favourable  sign.  That  is  to  say,  as  we  should  put  it,  when 
secretion  and  excretion  were  free  and  abundant  the  cases  did  well ; 
when  other^vise,  the  reverse.  The  symptoms  in  his  description  are  very 
characteristic.  He  mentions  the  splenic  enlargement,  the  jaundice,  the 
tendency  of  pregnant  women  to  abort,  as  well  as  the  frequent  appearance 
of  menstruation  during  the  disorder.  The  first  mention  of  the  relapse  is 
in  these  words  : — "  And  about  Arcturus  "  (the  beginning  of  September) 
"  many  had  the  crisis  on  the  eleventh  day,  and  such  had  relapse  without 
apparent  cause."  Some  of  the  severe  cases  (many  of  which  seem  to  have 
been  fatal)  appear,  from  the  mention  of  the  swellings,  to  have  partaken 
of  the  character  of  plague.  When  suppuration  occurred,  such  cases  were 
always  fatal. 

It  is  a  remarkable  fact  that,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  no  reference  to  re- 
lapsing fever  seems  to  be  known  between  these  highly  interesting  records 
of  Hippocrates,  and  the  time  when  Rutty  wrote  in  1770  describing  the 
weather,  seasons,  and  diseases  in  Dublin  from  1725  to  1765.  It  seems 
incredible  that  relapsing  fever  was  absent  during  the  long  centuries  that 
elapsed  between  these  two  dates,  yet  no  references  to  its  occurrence 
appear  to  be  extant. 
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Symptoms. — The,  invasion  of  relapsing  fever  is  generally  sudden.  The 
patient  is  seized  with  rigors,  headache,  backache,  and  loss  of  strength; 
though  the  muscular  weakness  does  not  hinder  patients  from  walking 
long  distances  to  hospital,  especially  during  the  first  day  or  two  of  the 
disease.  In  Bradford  they  would  walk  into  the  workhouse  as  late  as 
the  third  or  fourth  day.  I  saw  many  cases,  however,  in  which  the 
symptoms  appeared  to  set  in  gradually  rather  than  suddenly.  On  the 
other  hand,  cases  did  occur  very  suddenly,  like  one  I  remember  in  a 
man,  not  himself  a  smoker,  who  was  suddenly  attacked  while  sitting 
among  a  number  of  smoking  companions — the  attack  commencing  with 
rigors,  vomiting,  and  purging  ;  but  such  suddenness  as  this  was,  so  far 
as  my  recollection  goes,  comparatively  rare.  More  commonly  the  patient 
had  been  ailing  for  some  time  before  giving  in  to  the  attack,  and  would 
present  himself  with  a  white,  moist  tongue,  and  complaining  of  general 
malaise,  rheumatic  pains  in  the  limbs  and  joints,  and  headache. 

The  invasion  was  not  so  gradual  as  to  make  it  difficult  to  date  the 
commencement,  but  it  was  rarely  so  sudden  as,  for  instance,  Dr.  Murchi- 
son  describes  it  to  be — by  no  means  so  sudden  as  the  onset  of  typhus  or 
pneumonia.  Still,  on  the  whole,  the  writers  who  have  recounted  the 
symptoms  seen  in  the  various  epidemics  which  have  appeared  in  this 
country,  especially  those  of  1819,  1826,  1828,  and  in  the  great  epidemic 
of  1843,  unite  in  the  statement  that  the  onset  of  the  disease  was  sudden. 

The  period  of  incubation  has  varied  in  different  epidemics.  Sometimes 
the  disease  has  broken  out  immediately  after  exposure  to  contagion ; 
sometimes  not  till  as  many  as  fourteen  days  had  elapsed.  In  Silesia  in 
1857  it  was  said  to  be  longer — from  a  fortnight  to  three  weeks. 

But  whether  the  attack  come  on  suddenly,  or  be  preceded  by  a  period 
of  anorexia  or  malaise,  it  is  generally  ushered  in  by  rigors  which  may  be 
slight  or  more  severe,  though  they  are  generally  severe.  After  being  put 
to  bed  the  patients  complain  of  headache,  generally  referred  to  the  occiput 
and  vertex,  and  not,  as  a  rule,  accompanied  by  delirium.  Pains  are  also 
complained  of  in  the  back  and  limbs.  The  skin  is  hot  and  burning,  and 
the  patient  is  restless  with  a  flushed  face,  although  the  rest  of  the  skin 
generally  shows  a  characteristically  yellow  hue.  The  temperature,  during 
the  first  few  days  of  the  attack,  is  high,  ranging  from  102°  to  105°  F.  or 
even  higher.  The  pulse  also  is  quick,  and  is  said  sometimes  to  reach 
even  140  on  the  second  day.  In  my  cases  it  usually  rose  at  that  period 
to  110-120,  and  it  appeared  to  me  to  be  higher  during  the  re- 
lapse— when  it  might  rise  to  130,  or  140,  or  even  160- — than  during 
the  initial  fever.  These  very  high  rates  did  not,  however,  seem  to 
indicate  any  particular  danger  in  the  case.  I  saw  very  few  deaths ; 
but  most  of  my  patients  were  young  adults,  and,  as  will  subsequently 
appear,  they  did  not  seem  to  have  been  much  debilitated  by  hardship  or 
starvation,  and  so  were  no  doubt  better  fitted  to  struggle  successfully 
with  incidental  illness.  Although  I  did  not  observe  any  instance  in  which 
the  pulse  rose  so  high  as  160  on  the  second  or  third  day,  I  often  saw  a 
temperature  of  104°  F.,  and  sometimes  observed  it  as  high  as  105°. 
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Generally  there  was  no  rash,  but  in  a  considerable  minority  of  my  cases 
a  rose-coloured  rash  was  observed,  not  unlike  the  spots  of  typhoid  fever, 
but  individually  smaller.  This  rash  was  never  petechial.  It  appeared 
on  the  thorax,  abdomen,  and  limbs.  In  one  case  a  rash  was  seen  twice 
during  the  attack  ;  the  spot  was  from  one  to  two  lines  in  diameter,  was 
rose-coloured,  and  scarcely  distinguishable  from  that  of  typhoid  fever. 
All  these  rashes  disappeared  in  a  day  or  two.  The  second  appearance  of 
the  rash  occurred  just  before  the  defervescence  at  the  end  of  the  relapse. 

Some  interest  attaches  to  the  question  of  ra&li  in  relapsing  fever. 
Dr.  Murchison,  who  met  with  it  in  8  out  of  about  600  cases,  says  it 
consisted  of  small  spots,  or  of  a  reddish  mottling :  sometimes  it  resembled 
measles,  but  more  often  it  was  undistinguishable  from  that  of  typhus  at  an 
early  stage ;  yet  it  always  disappeared  under  pressure,  and  faded  after  a 
few  hours,  or  within  three  or  four  days  at  the  latest.  It  came  out  some- 
times during  the  first  attack,  sometimes  in  the  relapse,  and  either  as  early 
as  the  third  day  or  immediately  before  the  crisis.  Petechise  were  not 
uncommonly  present.  It  is  suggested  by  Dr.  Murchison  that  the  rash  in 
some  cases  was  urticarial.  What  I  saw,  and  not  in  one  case  only,  but  in 
many,  was  neither  petechial  nor  urticarial.  In  the  epidemic  of  relapsing 
fever  in  Silesia  in  1857  a  rose  rash  on  the  second  or  third  day  was  the 
rule;  and  a  considerable  number  of  the  cases  seen  in  Bradford  in  1869-70 
showed  the  same  featiu'e,  approximating,  therefore,  in  character  to  those 
seen  in  Silesia  rather  than  to  those  seen  in  other  epidemics  in  this 
country. 

The  respiration  is  hurried,  and  vaiies  from  twenty-eight  to  forty  a 
minute.  A  distressing  cough  is  usually  present,  with  rhonchus,  sibilus, 
and  harsh  breathing  on  auscultation.  I  seldom  saw  expectoration, 
and  in  none  of  my  cases  did  true  pneumonia  supervene ;  the  symptoms 
indicated  rather  congestion  of  the  tracheo-bronchial  mucous  membrane 
than  congestion  or  inflammation  of  the  lung  itself. 

These  symptoms  continue  for  several  days,  five  to  seven  as  a  rule, 
but  in  some  cases  I  have  known  them  persist  for  as  many  as  nine, 
the  patient  complaining  most  of  the  nausea  and  sickness,  and  of  pains 
in  the  limbs  and  joints.  The  skin  remains  persistently  yellow,  and 
it  is  found  in  nearly  all  cases  that  the  area  of  hepatic  dulness  is  in- 
creased, while  that  of  the  splenic  is  always  so.  In  some  of  my  cases 
the  area  of  splenic  dulness  seemed  to  be  actually  continuous  with  that 
of  the  heart,  the  spleen  appearing  almost  as  large  as  another  liver. 
Patients  then  complained  of  weight  and  tenderness  at  the  part.  Tender- 
ness was  also  well  marked  over  the  liver  in  many  cases,  corresponding 
with  the  occurrence  of  jaundice,  which  was  present  in  nearly  every  case. 
As  the  latter  was  so  common,  occiuring  as  well  in  slight  as  in  severe 
cases,  I  cannot  agree  with  those  observers  who  look  on  it  as  a  formid- 
able symptom ;  but  it  is  possible  that  different  epidemics  have  shown 
widely  different  characters  in  this  as  in  other  respects.  The  jaundice 
has  no  necessary  connection  with  head  symptoms,  and  probably  depends, 
as  Dr.  Murchison  suggested,  on  functional  interference  by  the  fever 
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poison  -with  the  proper  metamorphosis  of  the  biliary  products,  which  are 
retained  in  the  blood  instead  of  being  eliminated  by  the  liver. 

The  rest  of  the  digestive  apparatus  also  shows  signs  of  distui'bance. 
Generally  speaking,  the  tongue  remains  \  moist,  and  covered  with  a 
yellowish  white  fur.  It  is  frequently  red  at  the  tip,  and  occasionally 
the  whole  organ  may  be  seen  brown  and  dry  as  in  typhus.  Frequent  and 
persisting  vomiting  of  greenish  yellow  matter  is  often  observed.  This 
symptom  is  in  some  cases  most  distressing,  and  may  remain  constant 
during  the  whole  of  the  primary  fever,  disappearing  during  the  inter- 
mission and  reappearing  during  the  relapse.  Thirst  is  also  a  common 
symptom.  The  bowels  are  constipated  as  a  rule,  but  in  some  cases 
diarrhoja  occurs,  and  in  others  the  bowels  act  every  other  day  or  so. 
Pregnant  women  almost  always  abort,  but  often  not  till  the  relapse 
occurs. 

After  these  symptoms  have  continued  for  five,  seven,  or  nine  days, 
the  severity  pursuing  an  increasing  or  climacteric  course,  and  the  patient 
complaining  much  of  the  nausea  and  sickness,  and  of  the  pains  in  the 
limbs  and  joints,  a  crisis  suddenly  occurs.  A  copious  persjjiration 
appears,  or  diarrhoea  or  epistaxis,  or  two  or  more  of  these  phenomena 
concur,  often  ushered  in  by  a  rigor  (during  which  I  have  known  the 
thermometer  to  register  a  temperature  as  high  as  105°  F.),  and  im- 
mediately the  patient  feels  quite  well.  The  temperature  may  then  fall 
from  7°  to  10°  F.,  and  the  pulse  from  136  to  70  or  so;  and  the  patient 
who,  a  few  hours  before,  Avas  tossing  helplessly  in  the  height  of  the  fever, 
perhaps  even  with  paralysis  of  the  sphincters  and  pharynx,  suddenly  de- 
clares himself  quite  well,  and  is  with  difficulty  prevented  from  getting 
up.  The  rheumatic  pains,  vomiting,  headache,  and  all  the  febrile 
symptoms  having  disappeared,  he  will  profess  great  surprise  if  he  is  told 
that  there  is  another  period  of  illness  in  store  for  him.  The  crisis 
occurred  almost  always  during  the  night. 

Although  I  might  succeed  in  keeping  my  patients  in  bed  for  a  few 
days,  yet  they  generally  got  up  towards  the  close  of  the  interA'al,  and 
before  the  relapse,  which  often  therefore  came  upon  them  with  all  the 
force  of  the  onset  of  a  new  disease.  As,  however,  by  no  kind  of  treat- 
ment did  it  appear  possible  to  prevent  the  occurrence  of  the  relapse,  and 
as  therefore  no  hope  could  be  held  out  that  rest  in  bed  might  save  the 
patient  from  its  onset,  it  appeared  the  less  desirable  to  interfere  with  the 
patients'  own  inclinations. 

One  of  my  patients  had  been  out  in  India  as  a  soldier,  and  had  there 
suffered  repeatedly  fi-om  attacks  of  intermittent  fever.  He  was  quite 
certain  that  the  illness  from  which  he  was  suffering  in  1870  was  of  the 
same  character  as  the  attacks  with  which  he  had  been  so  familiar  in 
India,  and  consequently  felt  quite  incredulous  when  I  told  him  he  would 
have  a  relapse.  After  the  manner  of  people  of  his  class,  he  offered  to  lay 
a  wager  that  I  was  mistaken,  and  that  he  would  have  no  relapse.  The 
relapse  came,  nevertheless,  as  predicted. 

This  incident  is  quite  in  keeping  with  what  has  been  observed  in 
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other  epidemics,  and  reminds  us  of  the  classic  case  of  Dr.  Hughes 
Bennett,  who  had  relapsing  fever  in  the  epidemic  of  1843,  when  he  was 
attended  by  Dr.,  afterwards  Sir  Eobert  Christison.  When  the  patient 
was  told  by  his  medical  attendant  that  "  he  was  suffering  from  an  attack 
of  an  old  acquaintance  "  of  Christison's,  "  whose  face  had  not  been  seen 
for  a  good  many  years ;  that  he  had  not  yet  done  with  it,  and  that  he 
would  have  another  attack,  commencing  with  rigor,  on  the  fouiteenth 
day,  Dr.  Bennett  expressed  great  astonishment."  "  Surprised,"  says 
Christison,  "I  will  not  say  incredulous,  Dr.  Bennett  replied  that  the 
relapse  had  no  time  to  lose,  as  there  were  only  two  or  three  hours  of  the 
fourteenth  day  to  run.  It  did,  indeed,  lose  no  time,  for  I  must  have 
scarcely  reached  home  from  his  house  before  the  rigor  set  in  with 
violence." 

The  period  of  exemption  from  febrile  symptoms — the  intermission — 
is  of  variable  duration.  In  my  cases  it  usually  seemed  to  last  longer 
in  those  Avho  defervesced  early  after  the  primary  fever,  and  a  shorter 
time  when  the  primary  fever  had  lasted  longer.  Thus  the  intermission 
extended  to  between  nine  and  ten  days  in  a  case  where  the  primary 
fever  endured  only  six  days ;  and  only  six  days  when  the  primary  fever 
lasted  between  eight  and  nine.  In  the  former  case,  therefore,  the  re- 
lapse took  place  on  the  fifteenth  day,  or  between  the  fifteenth  and  six- 
teenth ;  in  the  latter  between  the  fourteenth  and  fifteenth.  But  this 
rule  is  not  invariable.  The  authorities  state  that  the  relapse  generally 
occurs  abruptly  on  the  fourteenth  day.  It  is  ushered  in  by  rigor. 
The  duration  of  the  relapse  was  fi'om  three  to  five  days  in  the  cases  I 
saw.    The  usual  duration  appears  to  be  three  days. 

A  relapse  occurred,  so  far  as  my  observation  extended,  in  every  case 
without  exception.  The  symptoms,  similar  to  those  of  the  primary 
fever,  were  often  more  severe ;  and  one  sometimes  saw  the  tongue  com- 
pletely brown  and  dry  as  in  typhus,  and  observed  the  pulse  ranging  at 
what,  in  other  circumstances,  would  be  considered  the  perilously  high  rate 
of  160.  At  the  end  of  three  or  four  days  this  set  of  symptoms  usually 
came  to  a  termination  nearly,  if  not  quite,  as  abrupt  as  that  of  the 
primary  fever,  the  thermometer  indicating  a  fall  of  6°  or  7°  F.,  rarely 
of  10°  F.,  and  the  pulse  a  corresponding  diminution.  The  second  crisis 
generally  led  to  the  establishment  of  complete  convalescence,  though 
sometimes  a  second  relapse  occurred.    In  such  the  symptoms  were 

not  so  severe,  nor  the  defervescence  so  sudden  as  before. 

In  none  of  the  cases  which  I  saw  did  a  third,  fourth,  or  fifth  relapse 
occur. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  during  convalescence,  as  Avell  during  the 
intermission  as  after  the  relapse,  the  temperature  and  pulse  both  invariably 
sank  considerably  below  the  normal  standard,  and  gradually  rose  as  con- 
valescence became  more  completely  established  until  the  normal  was  again 
reached.  This  sequence  is  observed  no  doubt  in  most  of  the  acute  diseases, 
being  in  accordance  with  the  general  law  of  action  and  reaction  ;  but  it  seems 
to  me  that  the  temperature  ranges  lower  after  the  elevation  of  the  febrile 
VOL.  I  3  p 
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stage  of  relapsing  fever  than  in  most  other  diseases.  Thus  a  temperature 
of  96°  F.  was  common  at  the  commencement  of  the  intermission;  while 
in  one  of  my  cases,  in  which  a  second  relapse  occurred,  the  temperature 
during  the  second  intermission  was  observed  to  be  94*5'^,  95 "6°,  and 
96°  F.  on  successive  days.    Even  lower  temperatures  may  be  registered. 

Two  temperature,  charts  are  reproduced  here.  The  first,  that  of  E.  D., 
set.  30  years,  is  more  or  less  typical  of  the  records  of  temperature  (and 
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Chart  12. — Case  of  relapsing  fever  (Rabagliati). 


pulse)  found  in  relapsing  fever.  These  ranges  may  be  defined  as  two  or 
more  sets  of  high  readings  in  temperature,  alternating  with  periods  of 
complete  apyrexia.  I  have,  unfortunately,  no  observations  on  the  tem- 
jierature  at  the  very  beginning  of  the  fever  (though  I  have  one  observa- 
tion of  103'5°  F.  on  the  second  day),  but  the  authorities  state  that  it  is 
very  high,  agreeing  in  this  I'espect  with  the  early  stage  of  typhus,  but 
differing  from  that  of  typhoid  fevei'.  In  the  two  charts  depicted,  the 
temperature  was  103'5°  F.  on  the  third  day  in  one,  and  104°  and  105° 
on  the  fourth  day  in  the  other.  The  second  chart,  that  of  J.  O'H.,  is 
introduced  to  show  the  very  great  fall  of  temperature  which  is  sometimes 
observed  during  the  intermission.    There  is  no  fallacy  in  the  observations 
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which  record  temperatures  so  low  as  95°  and  92*2°  F.,  for  I  took  much 
care  to  satisfy  myself  by  repeated  observations  that  these  sublingual 
readings  were  correct.  Between  the  highest  and  lowest  recorded  tem- 
peratures in  the  case  of  J.  O'H.  there  is  a  difference  of  no  less  than  13° 
F., — a  state  of  things  which,  if  not  unique  in  medical  thermometry,  is  at 
any  rate  extremely  rare.  Chart  No.  1  (and  indeed  No.  2  also,  except  that 
the  fall  in  the  intermission  is  greater  than  usual)  shows  so  well  the  course 


Name.  J.O.H. 


Age.  20  Years,     Disease.  Relapsing'Feuer. 


TiesuU.Recouery. 


Chart  13. — Case  of  relapsing  fever  (Rabagliati). 


of  the  temperature  in  relapsing  fever,  that  the  reader  may  be  spared  a 
verbal  description. 

The  pulse  rate  is  also  characteristic  of  the  cases  seen  in  the  Bradford 
epidemic.  The  usual  accounts,  however,  state  the  pulse  rate  as  higher 
than  is  shown  in  the  chart.  Thus  140  is  said  to  be  not  uncommon, 
while  160  is  said  to  be  occasionally  reached.  An  interesting  point  is 
that,  as  I  have  said,  these  rates  do  not  seem  to  imply  danger  to  the 
patient,  much  less  do  they  prove  the  forerunners  of  a  fatal  termination. 
As  with  the  temperature,  so  with  the  pulse,  a  sudden  and  extensive  fall 
occurs  at  the  end  of  the  primary  attack,  and  also  at  the  termination  of  the 
relapse.  One  of  my  observations  records  a  fall  from  148  to  80,  or  of  no 
fewer  than  68  beats  a  minute  in  the  course  of  a  few  hours.    A  fall  from 
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120  to  60  in  a  night  was  quite  a  common  occurrence.  Like  the  tempera- 
ture, the  pulse  also  usually  falls  below  normal  l^efore  returning  to  its 
natural  rate.  Thus  it  remained  for  about  a  week  at  60  a  minute  in  a 
young  fellow  of  eighteen,  whose  normal  pulse  rate  was  much  higher  than 
that.  The  pulse  and  temperature,  as  might  be  anticipated,  usually  rise 
and  fall  together,  though  this  is  not  always  the  case.  Sometimes  the 
rise  of  one  precedes  that  of  the  other,  and  may  be  symptomatic  of  the 
general  fever  al^out  to  supervene.  Both  temperature  and  pulse  gradually 
reach  normal  as  convalescence  becomes  established. 

The  only  fatal  case  which  occurred  in  my  practice  was  of  an  old 
woman  of  seventy.  She  died,  like  one  of  Hippocrates'  cases,  on  the 
sixth  day.  As  she  did  not  live  long  enough  to  have  the  relapse,  there 
was  just  that  amount  of  doubt  as  to  the  diagnosis  which  must  attach  to 
every  such  case  ;  but  I  had  no  doubt  that  the  malady  was  relapsing 
fever. 

This  course  of  the  general  symptomatology  of  relapsing  fever  is  then 
very  characteristic,  and  no  one  looking  at  these  temperature  charts  could 
possibly  mistake  them,  or  confuse  them  with  those  of  any  other  disease. 
No  doubt  anomalous  cases  occur.  This  is  so  in  all  epidemics,  and  not  of 
relapsing  fever  only.  In  one  case  of  mine  the  disease  ran  on  for  thirty- 
six  days,  and  seemed  to  be  a  case  in  which  typhoid  and  relapsing  fevers 
were  mixed  together ;  although  perhaps  other  explanations  of  it  were  pos- 
sible. Yet  the  characters  of  the  disease,  as  it  was  generally  met  with,  were 
so  striking  and  peculiar  as  to  be  readily  separable  from  those  of  any  other 
disease,  and  to  leave  no  doubt  on  the  mind  of  the  observer  as  to  their 
true  character. 

Etiolog'y. — Remoter  Causes. — So  far  as  I  saw,  the  male  sex  was 
much  more  liable  to  relapsing  fever  than  the  female.  Dr.  Murchison 
gives  the  proportion  as  116  to  104,  but  inclines  to  the  opinion  that  sex 
has  very  little  influence  in  the  matter.  If  the  male  sex  suffer  more  than 
the  female,  it  is  probably  because  men  are  more  exposed  to  the  exciting 
causes  of  the  disease.  As  to  age,  relapsing  fever  (like  other  fevers)  is 
especially  a  disease  of  early  life.  Most  of  my  cases  occurred  in  young 
male  adults.  Dr.  Murchison  gives  the  mean  age  as  2 4 "4  years.  As  to 
occupation,  almost  all  the  cases  were  either  among  paupers  or  very  poor 
persons.  This  has  been  the  general  rule  in  epidemics  of  the  disease, 
a  fact  which  is  so  notorious  as  to  have  given  a  name  to  the  disease. 
At  the  same  time,  it  must  be  said  that  careful  inquiry  in  Bradford 
often  failed  to  elicit  the  fact  that  the  sick  had  had  to  undergo  any  special 
hardships,  or  to  endure  any  special  privations  in  food.  Trade  was  then 
moderately  good  in  the  town,  and  the  consequent  demand  for  labour  was 
pretty  active.  In  Liverpool  at  the  time  of  the  epidemic  of  1870,  according 
to  the  Lancet  report,  "  there  was  full  employment  for  every  able-bodied  and 
industrious  man."  The  patients  themselves  did  not  show  any  signs  of  having 
been  deprived  of  food.  Of  522  patients  of  whom  the  inquiry  was  made,  only 
91  had  been  in  the  workhouse  before,  which  shows  at  least  that  they  did  not 
))elong  to  the  habitual  pauper  class.    Besides  this,  at  the  time  of  the 
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Liverpool  epidemic,  there  were  (1st)  considerably  fewer  inmates  resident 
in  the  workhouse ;  (2)  considerably  fewer  families  in  receipt  of  outdoor 
relief ;  (3)  considerably  fewer  patients  suffering  from  zymotic  diseases 
than  in  the  corresponding  period  of  the  year  preceding.  From  all  these 
circumstances  it  appears  as  if  the  name  of  "  famine  fever  "  is  not  always 
an  appropriate  one.  Other  circumstances  appear  to  enter  into  the 
causation  of  the  disease.  Mere  overcrowding  is  not  a  sufficient  cause,  as 
some  very  overcrowded  populations  have  suffered  even  less  from  it  than 
others  less  densely  packed.  The  Lancet  report  on  the  Liverpool  epidemic 
in  1870  showed  that  there  were  at  least  three  principal  causes,  viz.  (a) 
the  sites  of  the  houses,  which  were  frequently  placed  on  decaying 
vegetable  and  animal  matter  and  midden  refuse ;  (5)  insufficient  and 
imperfect  drainage ;  and  (c)  the  extensive  prevalency  of  cellar-dwellings 
in  darkened  and  filthy  courts. 

On  the  other  hand,  much  evidence  exists  to  show  that  there  is  as  a 
I'ule  some  connection  between  the  occurrence  of  relapsing  fever  and  the 
existence  of  destitution  among  the  population  attacked.  Contagion 
cannot  explain  the  whole  of  the  cases  or  the  spread  of  epidemics.  Not 
to  mention  the  fact  that  in  Bradford  and  Liverpool  in  1869-70  the  mass  of 
the  cases  of  the  disease  occurred  among  the  pauper  class.  Dr.  Murchison 
showed  that  in  London  9  7  "5  per  cent  of  the  cases  investigated  by  him- 
self were  paid  for  by  the  parochial  authorities,  and  were  totally  destitute. 
Nine  of  the  remaining  cases  (430  in  all  were  investigated)  were  admitted 
free,  and  were  also  destitute.  Not  a  single  patient  had  been  a  servant 
in  a  private  family,  and  in  one  instance  only  was  a  fee  for  admission  paid 
by  the  patient's  friends.  It  is  probably,  also,  not  without  significance  that 
the  epidemics  of  1817,  1818,  and  1819  raged  during  a  period  notorious 
in  British  history  for  low  wages,  high  prices  of  food,  and  general  depres- 
sion due  to  the  fall  of  the  inflation  of  the  markets  caused  by  the  great 
continental  war;  while  the  epidemics  of  1843-4  and  of  1847-8  occurred 
about  the  time  of  the  great  Irish  famine,  and  during  the  general  destitu- 
tion Avhich  played  so  great  a  part  in  causing  the  abolition  of  the  corn 
laws,  and  in  preventing  their  re-enactment.  In  1826  Stokes  described 
relapsing  fever  as  famine  fever,  and  in  1847  Corrigan's  pamphlet  bore 
the  title,  On  Famine  and  Fever,  as  Cause  and  Effect  in  Ireland.  When 
the  epidemic  occurred  in  Silesia,  in  1847,  the  inhabitants,  in  consequence 
of  a  succession  of  bad  harvests,  had  been  reduced  to  subsist  on  clover, 
grass,  mushrooms,  and  the  roots  of  trees.  The  synonym  "  Hungerpest " 
points  unmistakably  to  the  connection,  in  German  opinion,  between 
relapsing  fever  and  the  existence  of  destitution.  "  Carter  states  that  it 
was  brought  to  Bombay  in  1877  by  the  peasantry  flocking  into  the  city 
from  famine- stricken  districts"  (Fagge).  Dr.  Murchison's  view,  as  is 
well  known,  was  that  relapsing  fever  is  due  to  destitution,  while  typhus 
is  produced,  he  thought,  by  overcrowding  and  destitution  combined. 

Immediate  Causes — Contagion. — The  question  of  the  contagiousness  of 
relapsing  fever  was  very  fully  gone  into  by  Dr.  Murchison,  who  proved 
his  position  that  it  was  an  exceedingly  contagious  disorder  in  the  same 
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way  that  he  did  for  typhus  fever.  Several  facts  in  corroboration  of  his 
opinion  came  under  my  notice.  Thus  several  cases  were  admitted  to 
hospital  from  the  same  house  or  street  under  circumstances  which  left 
little  or  no  doubt  that  some  patients  had  been  infected  liy  others.  In 
one  case,  again,  early  in  the  epidemic,  and  before  I  was  accustomed  to 
recognise  and  diagnose  the  fever,  I  ordered  a  patient  suffering  from  it 
into  the  general  ward,  thinking  he  had  rheumatism.  It  was  not  long 
Ijefore  I  had  to  order  the  removal  both  of  him  and  of  another  patient, 
who  lay  beside  him,  to  the  fever  hospital.  Both  had  relapsing  fever,  and 
the  other  patient  had  been  some  time  in  the  general  ward.  However,  no 
nurses  or  attendants  on  the  sick  in  Bradford  took  the  disease  from 
patients.  I  suppose  this  good  fortune  was  due  to  the  fact  that  our  cases 
were  not  very  numerous,  and  perhaps  also  to  the  further  fact,  that  our 
fever  hospital  was  I'oomy  and  airy,  I'ather  than  that  our  cases  were  not 
so  infectious  as  they  have  been  in  other  epidemics.  At  any  rate,  both  in 
1818  and  in  1843  relapsing  fever  appeared  as  a  very  infectious  disorder. 
Thus  Dr.  Welsh  says  of  the  epidemic  of  1818,  that  in  the  course  of  four 
months  his  three  colleagues,  two  of  the  young  men  in  the  apothecary's  shop, 
two  housemaids,  and  thirteen  or  fourteen  nurses,  caught  the  disease ;  and 
the  matron  and  one  of  the  dressers  died  of  it.  In  Queensberry  House  in 
1818  two  medical  men,  the  matron,  two  apothecaries  in  succession,  the 
shop  boy,  Avasherwoman,  and  thirty-eight  nurses  were  infected,  and  four 
of  the  nurses  died.  Of  the  epidemic  of  1843-4  Dr.  Wardell  wrote: 
"  Most  of  the  medical  officers  connected  with  the  Edinburgh  Royal 
Infirmary,  and  additional  fever  hospital,  were  seized  with  it ;  eight  of 
the  resident  and  clinical  clerks  in  quick  succession  became  affected."  .  .  . 
"  The  majority  of  the  nurses  and  domestics  took  the  disease,  and  of  the 
former,  at  one  time,  no  less  than  nineteen  were  labouring  under  it." 
And  more  to  the  like  effect.  The  late  Dr.  Begbie,  from  his  experience  of 
the  epidemic  of  1847,  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  relapsing  fever,  like 
typhus,  was  communicable  from  "the  sick  to  the  healthy;  that  for  this 
purpose  actual  contact  with  the  sick  was  not  necessary,  the  subtle  poison 
of  this  form  of  continued  fever,  equally  with  that  of  typhus,  being  readily 
conveyed  through  the  air  surrounding  the  latter ;  and,  lastly,  that  by 
means  of  fomites  or  clothes  the  disease  may  readily  be  propagated." 

A.  R. 

Bacteriology. — Although  Henderson  of  Edinburgh,  in  1843,  had  dis- 
tinguished relapsing  fever  from  other  diseases  with  which  it  had  been 
classed  under  the  general  term  "typhus,"  it  was  not  until  1873  that 
Obermeier,  assistant  to  Professor  Virchow  in  Berlin,  demonstrated  the 
presence  of  lively  spirilla  in  the  blood  of  patients  suffering  from  the  disease. 
This  observation  has  been  generally  corroborated  by  later  observers. 

The  micro-organism  of  relapsing  fever  is  a  long  and  slender  spirillum, 
of  varying  length  (16  to  40  /x),  sinuous,  or  twisted  spirally  in  10-20  turns. 
In  fresh  blood  the  spirillum  is  seen  to  be  flexible  and  very  active.  Its 
movements  are  progressive,  with  undulations  passing  wave -like  along 
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from  one  extremity  to  the  other.  It  is  so  fine  that  under  a  low  power 
its  presence  is  revealed  only  by  the  commotion  among  the  blood  cor- 
puscles, which  by  the  rapid  movements  of  the  spirilla  are  thrust  violently 
aside.  The  spirilla  are  much  thinner  than  a  cholera  vibrio,  and  their 
ends  are  tapering  and  sharp.  These  thin  tapering  ends  were  formerly 
considered  by  some  to  take  the  place  of  flagella,  but  Koch  has  since 
demonstrated  true  flagella,  which  account  for  their  rapid  motion.  The 
rapidity  and  intensity  of  the  movements  depend,  according  to  Dr.  Van- 
dyke Carter,  directly  on  the  number  of  the  spirilla. 

Activity  persists  after  the  death  of  the  diseased  person,  and  can  be 
studied  for  a  long  time  in  preparations  in  one-half  per  cent  salt  solution, 
or  in  blood  serum. 

Heydenreich  found  that  the  vitality  of  the  spirilla,  as  evidenced  by 
mobility,  could  be  preserved  for  a  time  varying  from  two  and  a  half 
hours  to  fourteen  days,  according  to  the  temperature  at  which  they  Avere 
kept ;  at  a  higher  temperature  the  movements  ceased  sooner. 

The  presence  of  the  spirilla  in  the  blood  has  been  taken  as  evidence 
of  their  aerobic  nature. 

Although  it  has  been  found  impossible  to  cultivate  the  bacteria  of 
relapsing  fever  in  or  on  artificial  media,  Koch  has  observed  the  forma- 
tion of  tangled  masses,  and  an  increase  in  the  length  of  spirilla  which 
had  been  placed  in  tubes  of  blood  serum. 

The  total  disappearance  of  the  spirilla  from  the  blood  after  the  pyrexial 
attack,  together  with  their  reappearance  in  the  next  paroxysm,  led  some 
bacteriologists  to  the  prol^ably  erroneous  conclusion  that  they  produce 
spores,  in  which  form  they  were  assumed  to  remain  dormant  until  the 
next  relapse. 

MetschnikofF  has  shown,  however,  that,  after  the  parasites  have  dis- 
appeared from  the  blood,  masses  of  them  may  still  be  present  in 
the  spleen,  where  they  are  mostly  enclosed  in  cells.  Many  of  these 
cells  seem  to  be  undergoing  degeneration,  and  it  is  possible  that  the 
contained  bacilli  may  then  escape  in  a  condition  capable  of  causing  the 
relapse.  On  the  other  hand,  those  microbes  which  had  not  Ijeen  engulfed, 
and  had  remained  extracellular,  may  be  responsible  for  the  second  febrile 
attack. 

The  low  temperature  by  which  the  infective  nature  of  the  blood  of 
a  patient  is  destroyed  seems  to  point  to  the  absence  of  spores,  although 
Soudakewitch  has  described  spirilla  which  showed  distinct  terminal  swell- 
ings. Free  gloliular  bodies  are  also  observed,  which,  fi'om  their  size  and 
appearance,  may  be  these  swellings  detached  from  the  spirilla.  Carter 
had  some  years  previously  called  attention  to  the  irregular  dotted,  beaded, 
or  clubbed  appearance  chiefly  to  be  observed  in  dried  specimens.  From 
the  spirillar  nature  of  the  organism  it  is  highly  improbable  that  it  forms 
ordinary  endospores ;  it  is  more  likely  that  i-eproduction  takes  place  by 
fission,  the  spirillum  dividing  into  two  equal  parts. 

The  organism  stains  readily  with  the  ordinary  basic  aniline  dyes,  such 
as  gentian  violet,  bismarck  brown,  and  fuchsin. 
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The  spirilla  are  to  be  found  in  the  blood  for  some  hours,  or  even  one 
or  two  days  befoi'e  the  crisis,  but  after  the  crisis  they  generally  dis- 
appear quickly. 

The  micro-organisms  persist  throughout  a  pseudo-crisis,  and  are  not 
to  be  found  in  the  non-febrile  intervals  between  the  true  attacks. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  pyrexia  the  spirilla  are  seen  to  increase  in 
number  until  at  the  crisis,  according  to  Carter,  they  may  be  in  the  pro- 
portion of  one-twentieth  to  one-tenth  the  total  number  of  red  blood  cells. 
There  is  then  a  diminution,  until  in  a  short  time  none  is  to  be  observed 
in  the  blood. 

The  constant  occurrence  of  this  micro-organism  in  all  of  Oliermeier's 
cases,  and  its  invariable  absence  in  other  diseases  similarly  examined, 
point  to  its  causative  relation  to  the  symptoms.  That  it  has  been  found 
impossil)le  to  cultivate  the  spirilla  in  artificial  media  can  hardly  be  con- 
sidered a  serious  objection  when  we  consider  the  following  facts : — 

Carter,  working  in  India  in  1879,  while  verifying  the  observation 
already  made  in  Europe,  gave  the  following  as  reasons  for  coimecting 
the  presence  of  the  spirilla  with  the  fever  symptoms  in  the  disease  : — 

1.  The  lilood  infection  is  always  followed  by  the  characteristic  fever, 

although  an  interval  of  some  hours  or  even  one  to  two  days 
may  intervene. 

2.  "With  the  advent  and  progress  of  pyrexia  the  spirilla  increase  in 

number,  but  there  is  no  fixed  relation  between  the  type  and 
intensity  of  the  fever  and  the  number  of  organisms  present  in 
the  blood. 

3.  They  disappear  with  the  cessation  of  fever,  persisting,  however, 

occasionally  for  a  day  or  two,  especially  during  pseudo-crises 
and  slow  defervescence. 

4.  By  inoculation  of  defibrinated  blood  removed  during  the  period 

of  pyrexia — and  therefore  containing  the  spirillar  organisms — 
from  a  patient  suffering  from  relapsing  fever  into  a  healthy 
jDerson,  the  disease  may  be  conveyed  to  new  subjects. 

The  disappearance  of  the  spirilla  from  the  blood  in  man  during  the 
apyrexial  periods  is  as  yet  unexplained  ;  though  MetschnikofF's  observa- 
tions have  been  taken  as  evidence  that  they  are  largely,  if  not  altogether, 
destroyed  by  the  phagocytes,  which  engulf  them  and  carry  them  to  the 
spleen.  This  organ  is  enlarged,  and  is  the  seat  of  the  chief  pathological 
changes  in  those  cases  in  which  death  from  the  disease  occurs ;  it  is  then 
seen  to  be  filled  with  white  cells  containing  the  parasites.  The  liver  and 
marrow  of  the  bones  contain  foci  of  necrosis. 

Koch,  Carter,  MetschnikofT,  and  Soudakewitch,  by  inoculation  experi- 
ments on  monkeys,  have  produced  symptoms  which  correspond  to  the 
disease  in  man ;  by  this  means  they  have  thrown  much  valuable  light 
on  the  pathology  and  bacteriology  of  the  disease,  and  have  established  its 
specific  nature.  In  these  animals  inoculation  was  followed  by  a  sharp 
febrile  attack,  beginning  usually  in  about  three  days.    The  disease  ter- 


RELAPSING  FEVER,  OR  FAMINE  FEVER 


953 


minated,  without  relapse,  in  recovery.  Spirilla  were  observed  during  the 
pyrexia,  l)ut  disappeai'ed  soon  after  the  temperature  had  fallen  ;  and  in 
animals  which  had  been  killed  ten  hours  after  the  crisis  the  parasites  were 
found  only  in  the  form  of  debris,  chiefly  contained  in  the  microphage 
cells  in  the  spleen. 

An  emulsion  of  spleen-pulp,  containing  the  spirilla,  produces,  when 
injected  into  a  second  monkey,  the  same  symptoms  and  fever.  A  monkey 
that  had  passed  through  an  attack  remained  susceptible  to  a  second  in- 
oculation ;  recovery  is  not  followed  by  immunity. 

Although  under  ordinary  conditions  the  monkeys  invariably  survived, 
Soudakewitch  showed  that  on  removal  of  the  spleen  the  disease  proved 
fatal  to  some  of  the  monkeys.  The  temperature  gradually  subsided  until 
death  occurred.  On  examining  such  animals  after  death  the  blood  was 
found  to  be  swarming  with  spirilla ;  in  one  instance  the  inferior  vena  cava 
was  nearly  blocked  by  tangled  skein-like  masses  of  these  organisms.  • 

F.  F.  Wesbrook. 

Relation  between  Relapsing  and  Typhus  Fevers. — Some  interest 
attaches  to  this  subject.  We  have  sedn  that  Dr.  Murchison  thought  that, 
in  the  matter  of  causation,  there  was  some  relation  between  these  two 
diseases ;  he  believed  that  relapsing  fever  was  caused  by  destitu- 
tion, while  typhus  fever  was  due  to  destitution  and  overcrowding. 
In  the  matter  of  the  bacteriology  of  the  two  diseases  no  such 
relationship  appears  to  have  been  as  yet  determined.  While  the 
bacteriological  cause  of  relapsing  fever  seems  to  have  been  made  out,  that 
of  typhus  fever  has  not.  If  ever  the  latter  is  discovered,  it  will  be 
interesting  to  notice  whether  in  genus  or  species  it  is  related  to  the 
former.  At  any  rate,  as  regards  the  progress  of  the  two  disorders  in 
different  epidemics  a  well-marked  relationship  has  been  seen.  The 
sequence  has  generally  been  that  in  epidemics  of  relapsing  fever 
well-marked  cases  have  been  most  numerous  in  the  commencement  of  the 
epidemic,  while  cases  of  typhus  were  comparatively  rare.  As  the 
epidemic  advanced,  the  cases  of  relapsing  fever  have  become  comparatively 
fewer,  while  those  of  typhus  have  become  comparatively  more  numerous. 
Towards  the  close  of  the  epidemic,  on  the  other  hand,  the  cases  of  typhus 
have  become  much  the  more  numerous,  while  those  of  relapsing  fever 
have  been  comparatively  rare.  Even  as  early  as  1826  the  distinction 
between  the  two  fevers  had  been  observed,  but  in  1843  it  was  more 
particularly  insisted  on,  especially  by  Dr.  Henderson.  In  Glasgow 
Infirmary,  for  instance,  there  were  admitted  2871  cases  of  relapsing  fever 
in  1843,  and  only  142  of  typhus.  In  1844,  432  cases  of  relapsing  fever 
were  admitted,  and  711  of  typhus;  while  in  1845,  only  37  cases  of 
relapsing  fever  were  received,  and  266  cases  of  typhus,  the  mortality 
being,  as  might  have  been  expected,  much  higher  in  the  typhus  than  in 
the  relapsing  fever  cases.  In  1869-70  I  saw  a  good  many  patients  who 
fii'st  contracted  relapsing  fever,  and  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks  there- 
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after  took  tyjohus.  I  did  not  see  any  who  took  typhus  first  and  had 
relapsing  fever  afterwards ;  and  I  doubt  if  there  were  any  patients  in 
Bradford  in  whom  this  sequence  was  observed.  Such  a  sequence  may,  of 
course,  have  occurred  in  other  epidemics. 

In  those  cases  in  which  typhus  fever  followed  relapsing  fever  in  the 
same  patient  within  a  short  interval  of  time,  it  seemed  to  me  that  the 
tyi^hus  pursued  a  milder  course  than  it  might  have  been  expected  to  do 
had  the  patient  suffered  primarily  from  typhus.  This  is  not  altogether 
what  might  have  l)een  anticipated.  We  might  rather  have  anticipated 
that  the  patient,  debilitated  by  the  previous  occurrence  of  relapsing 
fever,  would  thus  have  been  brought  into  greater  danger  on  the  sub- 
sequent occurrence  of  typhus.  My  observations  were  not  perhaps 
numerous  enough  to  allow  me  to  generalise  from  them ;  but  I  confess 
that,  such  as  they  were,  they  did  raise  the  question  in  my  mind  whether 
the  two  fevers  might  not  have  some  causal  relationship.  May  not  the 
causes  of  relapsing  fever  and  typhus  fever  be  so  closely  connected,  that 
the  occurrence  of  one  of  them  in  a  patient  may  modify  the  subsequent 
course  of  the  other  ?  In  vaccination  and  small-pox,  for  example,  we 
have  such  a  sequence  of  events,  and  without  laying  too  much  stress  on  it, 
it  seemed  to  me  that  the  facts  of  ■  the  Bradford  epidemic  might  justify 
some  such  reflections. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  a  relationship  between  the  numbers  of  cases  of 
relapsing  and  typhus  fevers  has  been  observed  as  a  rule  in  epidemics 
since  the  time  when  the  two  fevers  were  first  distinguished.  And 
even  before  this  time  an  investigation  into  the  mortality  at  the  be- 
ginning, middle,  and  end  of  epidemics  has  rendered  it  almost  certain 
that  a  similar  incidence  of  cases  of  relapsing  fever  and  of  typhus  fever 
has  occurred. 

During  the  continuance  of  the  visitation  of  epidemic  diseases  the 
mortality,  as  a  rule,  is  highest  at  the  onset  of  the  epidemic,  diminishing 
gradually  as  the  epidemic  advances.  This  may  be  because  the  most 
susceptible  are  first  attacked,  and  take  the  disease  in  its  most  virulent 
form.  "  Increase  of  susceptibility  "  may  be  mistaken  for  "  increased  viru- 
lence "  of  disease,  the  former  expression  referring  rather  to  the  nature  of 
the  soil,  so  to  speak,  in  which  the  disease  finds  a  lodgment ;  while  the  latter 
refers  rather  to  the  nature  of  the  seed  than  to  the  characters  of  the  soil. 
Another  reason  for  the  diminishing  mortality  observed  as  epidemics  advance 
in  time  may  simply  be  that  the  disease  assumes  a  milder  form  which  we 
are  unable  to  account  for.  In  epidemics  of  relapsing  fever,  on  the  other 
hand,  even  before  it  was  properly  distinguished  from  typhus  fever,  we 
find  records  of  a  low  mortality  at  the  beginning  of  the  epidemic,  of  an 
increasing  mortality  as  the  epidemic  advanced,  and  of  a  mortality  which 
was  highest  towards  the  close  of  the  epidemic.  This  was  particularly 
noticed  in  the  epidemics  of  1817-1818,  and  in  1819;  the  most  prob- 
able inference  seems,  therefore,  to  be  that  there  was  a  mixture  of  cases 
of  relapsing  and  of  typhus  fever,  and  that  their  relative  frequency  at 
different  periods  of  the  epidemic  determined  the  observed  mortality. 
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If  that  were  so,  as  it  appears  to  have  been  in  1817-1819,  as  it 
certainly  was  in  1826-1828,  when  the  distinction  between  relapsing 
and  typhus  fevers  was  first  made,  and  in  1843  and  onwards,  when  it  was 
generally  accepted  by  the  profession  through  the  labours  mainly  of  Dr. 
Henderson,  it  seems  reasonable  to  suppose  that,  as  a  rule,  relapsing 
fever  and  typhus  fever  have  at  other  times  borne  to  one  another  the 
relationship  which  has  been  shown  to  exist  in  those  epidemics. 

Diagnosis. — The  relationship  already  dealt  with  is  to  some  extent 
helpful  in  the  diagnosis  of  relapsing  fever.  As  a  rule,  the  severity  of 
the  onset  is  greater  than  in  typhoid  fever,  and  the  absence  of  abdominal 
symptoms  serves  still  further  to  distinguish  it ;  although,  of  course,  in 
some  cases  of  typhoid,  abdominal  symptoms  may  Ijc  in  abeyance,  and  on 
the  other  hand,  in  a  few  cases  of  typhoid  the  onset  of  symptoms  may  be 
both  sudden  and  severe.  As  the  cases  progress,  the  differences  become 
more  marked.  Before  the  eruption  of  typhoid  fever  is  due,  a  sudden 
defervescence  will  have  revealed  that  the  attack  is  one  of  relapsing 
fever.  From  typhus,  again,  the  absence  of  rash  in  the  majority  of  the 
cases  of  relapsing  fever  (though  we  have  seen  that  in  some  cases  a  less 
characteristic  rash  has  appeared  both  in  this  country  and  abroad)  will 
serve  to  distinguish  it.  In  both  typhus  and  relapsing  fever  the  onset 
may,  of  course,  be  sudden.  But  as  between  typhus  and  relapsing  fevers 
the  great  and  obvious  difference  is  the  sudden  defervesence  that  char- 
acterises the  latter  at  about  the  end  of  the  first  week ;  and  this  short 
convalescence  will  also  serve  to  distinguish  relapsing  fever  from  pneumonia, 
in  which  the  onset  is  likewise  often  sudden. 

From  small-pox  the  diagnosis  is  comparatively  easy  after  the  third  or 
fourth  day,  the  shotty  eruption  under  the  skin  of  the  wrists  and  on  the 
face  in  variola  being  never  present  in  relapsing  fever.  In  influenza — the 
epidemic  which  played  such  havoc  with  our  people  in  1891,  and  which 
has  reappeared  to  greater  or  less  extent  every  year  since — the  symptoms 
are  as  sudden  as  in  relapsing  fever ;  but  they  persist  for  a  shorter  time  in 
mild  cases,  while  in  severe  cases  of  influenza,  broncho-pneumonia  almost 
always  occurs.  In  influenza  there  is  no  sudden  recovery  and  no  subsequent 
relapse,  the  symptoms  in  influenza  progressing  pretty  steadily  to  death 
or  to  some  degree  of  convalescence. 

All  these  points  of  difference  which  seiwe  to  distinguish  relapsing 
fever  from  other  diseases,  such  as  typhoid  and  typhus  fevers,  small-pox, 
and  pneumonia,  are  open  to  the  objection  that  time  is  necessary  for  their 
appreciation.  Is  there  no  character,  it  may  be  asked,  which  will  enable 
us  at  an  earlier  period  to  say  positively — this  is  or  is  not  relapsing  fever  ? 
The  demonstration  of  the  microbe  proper  to  the  disease  would  do  this  ; 
and  Dr.  Carter,  of  Bombay,  says  that  no  less  than  25  per  cent  of  his  cases 
were  irregular.  In  1869  I  was  not  aware  of  the  existence  of  the  microbe 
of  relapsing  fever,  so  that  I  was  not  able  to  use  it  for  diagnostic  purposes. 
If,  however,  a  new  epidemic  were  to  attack  us,  I  think  it  would  be  found 
that  the  chief  means  of  diagnosis  would  be  time,  as  it  has  been  in  previous 
epidemics  ;  especially  as  an  observer  might  or  might  not  think  of  relapsing 
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fever  if  he  had  not  had  to  treat  it  before.  The  discovery  of  the  spirochaita 
would  make  the  diagnosis  sure. 

Sequelae. — These  are  not  common  in  relapsing  fever;  with  the 
termination  of  the  attack  itself  the  patient  nearly  always  recovers,  unless 
the  illness  occur  in  a  very  debilitated  subject.  In  such  persons  as  these 
the  consequences,  chiefly  pulmonary,  with  which  we  are  familiar  in 
other  fevers,  may  follow  relapsing  fever.  Parotitis  must  be  especially 
mentioned,  not  because  of  its  frequency  in  Great  Britain,  where  on  the 
contrary  it  is  very  rare,  but  because  in  some  epidemics — as  in  that  which 
occurred  in  Russia  about  twenty-five  years  ago — its  comparative  frequency 
has  led  to  the  rumour  of  plague.  Parotitis  is  occasionally  seen  in 
typhus,  and  enteric  fever  likewise. 

Prognosis  is  greatly  determined  by  diagnosis.  In  relapsing  fever  we 
know  that  the  mortality  is  not  more  than  5  per  cent,  while  in  typhus  it 
may  approach  20.  The  cautious  physician  will  judge  of  each  case 
on  its  merits,  and  after  he  has  diagnosed  relapsing  fever,  as  he  will  no 
doubt  be  on  the  look-out  for  cases  of  typhus  fever  in  the  later  phases  of 
the  epidemic,  he  will  remember  that  a  much  higher  mortality  may  then 
be  looked  for,  although  of  course  it  will  still  remain  true  that  relapsing 
fever  has  a  low  moi'tality.  The  higher  mortality  will  probably  be  due  to 
intercurrent  typhus  fever,  and  not  to  relapsing. 

Morbid  Anatomy. — Although  the  cases  which  I  saw  exhibited  a  very 
small  mortality,  and  although,  therefore,  my  opportunities  for  inquiry  into 
the  morbid  anatomy  of  relapsing  fever  were  almost  nil,  it  has  not  been  so  in 
all  epidemics.  In  Berlin,  for  instance,  in  1872-73,  no  fewer  than  100  fatal 
cases  occurred  in  the  Charit6  Hospital  alone  ;  and  there  were  therefore 
numerous  opportunities  of  making  careful  inquiry  into  the  morbid  anatomy. 
The  organs  in  which  the  most  marked  changes  were  found  were  the  spleen 
and  blood,  the  liver,  the  heart,  the  kidneys,  the  bones,  and  the  muscular 
tissues.  The  most  important  changes  of  all,  both  as  regards  structure 
and  gravity  of  import  to  life,  were  those  found  in  the  spleen  and  heart. 

An  alteration  was  commonly  observed  in  the  muscular  tissue  of  the 
heart,  so  grave  as  frequently  to  account  for  the  fatal  issue.  The  organ 
was  flabby,  the  muscular  tissue  throughout  pale,  of  a  dirty  gray-yellow 
colour,  and  friable.  The  primitive  muscular  fibrils  were  in  many  cases 
found  to  be  fatty.  The  fattiness  and  general  degeneration  found  in 
the  heart  in  relapsing  fever  equalled  that  seen  in  the  most  malignant 
septicaemic  and  puerperal  fevers,  and  in  diphtheria. 

The  spleen  was  very  much  enlarged,  and  at  the  same  time  softened 
and  fatty.  In  different  observations  it  is  described  as  weighing  (as  com- 
pared with  its  normal  4  oz.)  in  one  case  as  much  as  4-|-  lbs.  avoirdupois, 
in  another  over  2  lbs.  (920  grammes),  in  another  about  1+  lb.  (670 
grammes),  in  another  15  oz.,  and  again  about  f  lb.  (330  grammes). 
The  enlargement  of  the  organ  was  greater  than  occurs  in  any  other 
aff'ection  except  leukaemia,  and  consisted  of  two  sets  of  changes,  a  diff'use 
general  enlargement,  usually  accompanied  with  noticeable  softening,  on  the 
one  hand  ;  and  on  the  other  the  appearance  of  small  yellow  softened  patches 
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which  in  some  cases  reached  the  size  of  a  horse-bean.  Some  observers 
have  believed  these  patches  to  be  due  to  infarctions.  The  enlargement 
took  place  in  all  directions,  the  capsule  being  tightly  stretched  and 
shiny,  the  tissue  substance  softer  than  usual,  though  not  exactly  dif- 
fluent ;  the  spleen-pulp  dark  blue-red,  standing  out  strongly ;  the  follicles 
considerably  enlarged  and  often  obliterated ;  their  colour  for  the  most 
part  gray,  though  sometimes  pure  white  or  yellowish.  The  swelling  of 
the  spleen-pulp  was  mainly  due  to  marked  congestion  of  the  vessels,  and 
an  abundant  increase  of  the  cell  elements. 

As  regards  the  morbid  anatomy  of  the  liver,  some  difficulty  occurred 
in  distinguishing  the  recent  effects  caused  by  i-elapsing  fever  from  those 
frequently  pre-existing  effects  caused  by  alcoholism  in  the  same  patients. 
But,  so  far  as  could  be  made  out,  the  increase  in  the  size  of  the  liver 
was  greater  than  has  been  observed  in  any  other  of  the  infectious 
diseases.  In  one  case  the  liver  weighed  3620  grammes — almost  8 
lbs.  avoirdupois — an  enormous  increase.  The  organ  was  enlarged 
throughout,  the  lobules  being  also  increased  in  size,  so  that  their 
boundaries  were  rendered  obscure ;  the  cut  surfaces  were  cloudy,  and 
of  a  striking  uniform  gray-red  colour.  On  microscopic  examination 
there  was  found  cloudy  swelling  of  the  hepatic  cells  with  fatty  in- 
filtration round  their  edges,  and  fine-celled  infiltration  along  the  portal 
vein.  Jaundice  did  not  seem  to  bear  any  relation  to  the  gravity  of 
the  cases,  being  well  marked  in  some  slight  cases.  On  the  other  hand, 
out  of  sixty-five  fatal  cases  only  sixteen  showed  the  presence  of  this 
symptom. 

The  kidneys,  like  the  liver,  were  also  much  increased  in  size,  some- 
times weighing  even  twice  their  normal  weight.  The  parenchyma  was 
found  soft  and  flabby,  the  cortical  substance  widened  and  filled  with 
cloudy  swelling,  the  vessels  and  the  Malpighian  corpuscles  for  the  most 
part  pale.  In  other  cases  the  cloudy  swelling  was  found  for  the  most 
part  in  the  straight  tubules.  There  were  found,  besides,  more  or  less 
abundant  dark -red  spots  specially  numerous  near  the  surface ;  and, 
converging  thence  in  a  radiating  manner  towards  the  papillne,  they 
could  be  traced,  as  red  or  brown  spots  or  stripes,  deeply  into  the  tissue 
of  the  pyramidal  substance.  On  microscopic  examination  it  was  found 
that  not  only  were  the  tubuli  more  or  less  fatty,  l5ut  also  that  the  lumen 
of  the  urinary  tubuli  was  filled  partly  with  transparent  fibrinous  material, 
and  partly  with  hsemorrhagic  clots  in  the  most  diverse  stages  of  colora- 
tion. For  the  most  part  these  were  met  -with  in  the  under-parts  of  the 
tubuli  contorti  and  of  the  loops  of  Henle ;  but  hsemorrhages  were  often 
found  also  between  the  capsule  of  Bowman  and  the  interlacings  of  the 
vessels  of  the  glomeruli.  And  as,  besides  these  conditions,  an  abundant 
infiltration  of  small  cells  was  found  in  the  interstitial  tissue,  all  the  ana- 
tomical conditions  were  evidently  present  for  the  subsequent  onset  of 
Bright's  disease. 

In  the  lungs  were  found  marks  of  hepatisation  and  pneumonic 
infiltration ;  also  in  some  cases  bronchiectasis  and  bronchitis.    In  others 
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old  apical  cheesy  and  chalky  deposits  were  found  which  might  or  might 
not  have  been  caused  liy  the  disease. 

The  condition  of  the  hlood  of  patients  suffering  fi'om  relapsing  fever 
was  related  to  the  organism  found  to  be  present  in  the  disease,  and  has 
been  dealt  with  under  the  bacteriology. 

The  changes  in  the  hones  caused  by  relapsing  fever  were  mainly  a 
simple  fattiness  or  reddening  of  the  marrow.  In  some  cases  the  diaphyses 
and  epiphyses  of  the  thigh-bones  or  humei'i  showed  yellowish  white 
infarcts  of  irregular  spotty  character  and  vaiying  in  size  from  that  of  a 
hemp-seed  to  that  of  linseed.  Sometimes  they  were  discrete,  sometimes 
united  l)y  thin  bridges  to  coarser  infiltrations. 

Treatment. — I  think  it  maybe  taken  as  pretty  certain  that  no  remedy 
essentially  modifies  the  course  of  the  disease.  Relapsing  fever,  apparently, 
has  its  invasion,  its  primary  five,  seven,  or  nine  days'  fever,  its  inter- 
mission, and  its  relapse,  in  spite  of  all  the  resources  of  art.  Some 
symptoms  may  be  modified,  but  not  apparently  the  great  features  of  the 
disease.  Thus  several  antiperiodics  were  used,  without  enabling  me  to 
prevent  the  occurrence  of  the  relapse.  The  headache  and  arthritic  pains 
were  very  severe,  and  though  both  were  sometimes  relieved  by  alkalies, 
it  was  often  necessary  to  have  recourse  to  opium.  Colchicum  seemed  to 
have  no  effect  on  the  pains.  The  persistent  and  distressing  vomiting  was 
very  difficult  of  alleviation.  Sometimes  the  effervescing  draught,  with  or 
without  hydrocyanic  acid,  was  of  service  ;  sometimes  relief  was  obtained 
by  the  administration  of  small  and  frequent  doses  of  ipecacuanha,  some- 
times by  sinapisms  to  the  epigastrium ;  and  in  some  cases  all  these 
resources  were  unavailing  till  the  patient  found  relief  in  the  natural  issue 
of  the  disorder. 

A.  Rabagliati. 
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Abscess,  experimental,  71  ;  metastatic,  74 
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Acne,  electric  treatment  of,  371  ;  diet  in, 
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Age  in  dosage  of  drugs,  244 
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Albuminuria  in  diphtheria,  736  ;  in  enteric 
fever,  826  ;  in  phthisis  (climatic  treat- 
ment of),  287  ;  in  life  assurance,  486 

Alcohol  in  diseases  of  children,  421  ;  in 
enteric  fever,  845  ;  in  puerperal  fever, 
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in  febrile  states,  390 

Alcoholism,  diet  in,  408 

Alexins,  569,  576 

Ameuorrhoea,  compressed  air  bath  in,  315 
Amphophile  cells,  79 

Anaemia,  balneo  -  therapeutic  treatment  of, 
334  ;  climates  for,  294  ;  compressed  air 
bath  in,  315  ;  dietary  in,  405  ;  hydro- 
therapeutic  treatment  of,  346  ;  massage 
in,  378 

Aneurysms,  dietary  in,  400 
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Anorexia  nervosa,  diet  in,  396 

Anthracosis,  197 

Antliropology  and  medicine,  21 

Anti-niicrobic  substances,  573 
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Apoplexy,  heat,  see  Insolation,  491 
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Arni-plethysmograph  in  fever,  156 
Arterial  degeneration,  dietary  in,  400 
Arthritis,  dietary  in,  409 
Arthritis,  traumatic,  massage  in,  379 
Arthrospores,  509 

Artificial  eerotherapeiitics,  300  et  seq. 
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Asthma,  climates  for,  293  ;  compressed  air 
bath  in,  316  ;  diet  in,  398 

Ataxia  with  reference  to  life  assurance,  486 

Atmosphere,  composition  of,  248  ;  diather- 
mancy of,  249  ;  humidity  of,  influence  on 
climate,  252  ;  qualities  of,  247 

Atmospheres,  artificial,  300  ;  inhalation  of, 
301  ;  varying  in  barometric  pressure,  306 

Atrophy,  dietary  in,  411  ;  from  disuse,  178  ; 
from  inherent  defect,  179 

Atrophy  of  cell  elements  of  glands,  184 

Bacilli,  507 
Bacteria,  506 

Bacterial  activity  in  disease,  533 
Bacterial  infection,  general,  534  ;  local,  534 
Bacterial  products,  517  ;  in  infective  pro- 
cesses, 538 

Balneo-therapeutics,  338  ;  definition  of,  318  ; 

courses  of,  337  ;  seasons  for,  337 
Basophile  cells,  79 

Baths,  compressed  air,  310  ;  compressed  air, 
influence  of,  on  circulation,  313  ;  influence 
of,  on  respiration,  313  ;  electric,  363, 
368  ;  mercury,  304  ;  Eoman,  341  ;  sul- 
phur, 304  ;  Turkish  and  Russian,  341  ;, 
varieties  of,  340 

Bed-rests,  431 

Bed-sores,  432 

Bladder,  chronic  catarrh  of,  climates  for,  294 

Blastomycetes,  505 

Bleeding  in  insolation,  499 

Blood  and  tissues,  acquired  properties  of, 
169  ;  inherited  properties  of,  169 

Blood,  anti-microbic  properties,  568  ;  the  nu- 
trient fluid,  163  ;  proteids  essential  to,  165 

Blood  serum,  bactericidal  action  of,  88  ; 
toxicidal  action  of,  94 

Blood-vessels,  their  part  in  inflammation,  100 

Boils,  see  Furuncle,  651 

Boils,  diet  in,  411 

Bronchitis,  climates  for,  293  ;  compressed 

air  bath  in,  315  ;  diet  in,  397 
Broussais,  his  theory  of  disease,  221 
Brown,  his  theory  of  disease,  221 
Buboes  in  plague,  929 
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Calcareous  precijiitation,  causes  of,  194  ; 
results  of,  195 

Cancer,  (listribntion  of,  22 

Cancer  of  the  stomach,  dietary  in,  403 

Cancrum  oris  in  enteric  fever,  820 

Capillaries,  formation  of  new,  in  chronic  in- 
flammation, 101 

Carbuncles,  654  ;  diet  in,  411 

Carcinoma,  auto-infection  of,  207  ;  chemistry 
of,  212  ;  definition  of,  203  ;  Koch's  pos- 
tulates, 210  et  seq.  ;  transference  of,  207; 
treatment  of,  215 

Cardiac  failure  in  diphtheria,  737 

Caseation,  175 

Catameuial  irregularities,  hvdrotherapeutics 

of,  346 
Cataphoresis,  351 

Catarrh,  common,  diet  in,  399  ;  hydrothera- 
peutics  of,  346 

Catheterisation,  437 

Cellulo-humoral  theory,  the,  89 

Cerebral  exhaustion,  climates  for,  294 

Cerebral  heat  centres,  153 

Cerebro-spinal  fever,  see  Meningitis,  epidemic 
cerebro-spinal,  659 

Chemiotaxis,  58,  64  ;  "  negative,"  86 

Chemiotropism,  64 

Chilblains,  electric  treatment  of,  371 

Children,  sleep  of,  470  ;  baths  for,  419  ; 
teeth  of,  465  ;  clothing  of,  463  ;  diet  and 
therapeutics  of,  412  ;  diet  in  disease,  418  ; 
education  of,  physical,  467  et  seq.  ;  food 
of,  464  ;  cubic  space  for,  460  ;  habits 
in,  466  ;  heights  and  weights  of,  459, 
465  ;  somnambulism  in,  467  ;  country  air 
for,  458  ;  athletic  sports,  472  ;  work, 
effects  of,  on  brain,  468-470  ;  residence 
for,  460,  462  ;  i)hysical  training  of,  461  ; 
hereditary  taint  in,  462 

Chlorosis,  dietary  in,  405 

Cholera  Asiatica,  setiology  and  epidemiology, 
869  ;  artificial  immunity  from,  893  ; 
bacterial  investigation  of  dejecta,  896  ; 
bacteriology,  878,  895  ;  bibliography,  915; 
conditions  of  epidemics,  875  ;  definition, 
864  ;  diagnosis,  907  ;  dietary  of,  395, 
915  ;  history  and  geography  of,  865  ; 
hyperthermic  form  of,  901  ;  individual 
susceptibility  to,  871  ;  mode  of  access, 
869  ;  morbiil  anatomv,  902  ;  prognosis, 
908  ;  prophylaxis,  909  ;  sequela,  902  ; 
spread  of  epidemic,  873  ;  symptoms,  897; 
theory  of,  906  ;  treatment,  908  et  seq.  ; 
varieties  of,  900 

Cholera  nostras,  diet  in,  403 

Cholera  sicca,  900 

Choleriue,  900 

Chorea,  27  ;  dietary,  396  ;  massage,  382 

Chromatin,  165 

Cicatrices,  massage  for,  381 

Cilia,  509 

Cirrhosis  of  liver,  as  a  fibrosis,  180 
Cleanliness  of  hospital,  424  ;  surgical,  424 
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Climacteric  changes,  climatic  treatment  of, 
295 

Climate,  home,  296  ;  influence  of  forests  on, 
255  ;  influence  of  mountain  chains  on, 
255  ;  in  treatment  of  disease,  247  ;  prin- 
cipal elements  of,  248  ;  treatment  of 
phthisis  by,  286 

Climates,  coast,  258,  269  ;  for  invalids,  285  ; 
inland,  271  ;  inland,  elevated  or  moun- 
tain, 271  ;  inland,  lowland,  280  ;  marine, 
257  ;  marine,  humid,  259,  261 

Clinical  thermometer,  428 

Closure  tetanus,  357 

Cloudy  swelling,  192 

Cold  bath  in  enteric  fever,  849  ;  in  insolation 
499 

Cold  douche  in  insolation,  498 

Cold  in  inflammation,  125 

Colic,  hepatic,  hydrotherapeutics  of,  345 

Colic,  nephritic,  hydrotherapeutics  of,  345 

Colic,  renal,  diet  in,  407 

Colitis,  idcerative,  diet  in,  403 

Coloboma  iridis,  inheritance  of,  46 

Compressed  air  baths,  311-313 

Complexion,  blonds,  inferiority  of,  27  ;  re- 
lation to  cancer,  35  ;  relation  to  phthisis, 
35 

Constipation,  dietary  in,  404 
Contagion,  539-547  ;  direct,  540  ;  indirect, 
540 

Convalescence,  tardy,  lialneo-therapeutics  of, 

332  ;  climate  in,  295 
Convulsions,  infantile,  hydrotherapeutics  of, 

347 

Corpuscles,  diapedesis  of,  104 
Coryza,  diet  in,  399 
Cradle,  in  nursing,  431 

Death-rates  of  American  cities,  diagram,  6  ; 
of  various  diseases,  tables,  14-17  ;  in 
Jewish  populations,  table,  19 

Degeneration,  atrophic,  of  nervous  system, 
181,  182 

Degeneration,  calcareous,  193 

Degeneration,  fatty,  appearances  of,  190  ; 
experimental  pathology  of,  186  ;  of  the 
heart,  187  ;  of  muscle  fibres,  changes  in, 
191  ;  of  muscles,  from  toxins,  189  ;  of 
nervous  system,  181,  188  ;  senile,  188 

Degeneration,  parenchymatous  or  granular, 
192 

Degeneration,  pigmentary,  195 
Degeneration,  waxy,  of  muscle,  175 
Delirium,   hydrotherapeutics   of,    347  ;  in 

enteric  fever,  827 
Delirium  tremens,  diet  in,  408 
Dermatitis,  exfoliative,  diet  in,  411 
Deutero-albumose,  in  tuberculin,  157 
Diabetes,  balneo-therapeutics  of,  335  ;  cli- 
matic treatment  of,  295  ;  diet  in,  407  ; 
hydrotherapeutic  treatment  of,  346 
Diapedesis,  104,  108 

Diarrhoea,  tubercular,  climate  in,  287,  291  ; 
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dietary  in,  403  ;  in  enteric  fever,  810, 
821,  854 

Diarrlicea,  clioleraic,  see  Cholerine,  900 
Diathesis,  hsemorrhagic,  inlieritance  of,  44 
Diazo  reaction  iu  enteric  fever,  825 
Dietary  iu  disease,  397  e,t  seq. 
Dietetics  in  disease,  general  principles  of, 
385 

Diphtheria,  701  ;  etiology  of,  703,  711  ; 
age  iu,  705  ;  artificial  immunity  from, 
730  ;  bacteriology,  717  ;  bibliography, 
756  ;  dietary  iu,  394  ;  fomites,  708  ; 
history  of,  702  ;  in  lower  animals,  710, 

721  ;  morbid  anatomy,  726  ;  patliology, 

722  ;  prophylaxis,  714  ;  season  iu,  704  ; 
sex  in,  705  ;  spread  of,  705  ;  topography, 
704  ;  treatment,  744 

Diplitheria,  "chronic,"  728;  latent,  754; 
local  forms  of,  753  ;  milk,  708  ;  nasal, 
752  ;  simple  and  malignant,  731 ;  tracheal, 
749 

Diphtheria,  serum  treatment  of,  754  ;  serum 
treatment,  bibliography  of,  757 

Diphtheritic  croup,  745  ;  course  and  symp- 
toms, 747  ;  diagnosis,  746,  750  ;  dysphonia 
in,  746  ;  prognosis,  748  ;  treatment,  751 

Diphtlieritic  sore  throat,  731  ;  diagnosis, 
742  ;  prodroma,  732  ;  symptoms,  732  ; 
temperature  in,  736  ;  treatment,  744 

Diplococci,  506 

Disease,  "  change  of  type  "  in,  697  ;  distribu- 
tion of,  48 
Diseases,  race  iu,  28 
Dosage  of  drugs  for  cliildren,  422 
Douches,  340 

Drug  addiction,  massage  iu,  384 

Drug  tlierapeutics,  bibliograpliy  of,  247  ; 

principles  of,  217,  224  ;  sources  of  fallacy 

in,  246 

Drugs,  action  of,  on  inflammation,  237  ; 
analgesic,  242  ;  antitoxin,  237  ;  cumulative 
action  of,  246  ;  dosage  of,  244  ;  hypnotic, 
242  ;  idiosyncrasy  in,  245  ;  limit  of  action 
of,  236,  246  ;  modifications  of  influence 
of,  245  ;  nature  of,  224  ;  nature  of  action 
of,  227  ;  object  of,  224  ;  principles  of 
administration  of,  243  ;  rational  tliera- 
peutics of,  230,  231  ;  "  standardisation  " 
of,  226  ;  toleration  of,  245  ;  vaso -dilators, 
234 

Dry  cupping,  307 
Dysentery,  dietary  iu,  394 
Dyspepsia,  climate  in,  294  ;  dietary  in,  402, 
404  ;  hydrotherapeutics  of,  345 

Eczema,  diet  in,  411 

Effusions,  haemorrhagic,  massage  in,  378  ; 

inflammatory,  massage  in,  377 
Electric  bath,  363 
Electric  osmosis,  351,  364 
Electrical  reactions,  356 
Electrical  testing,  of  sensibility,  362  ;  of 

tinnitus  aurium,  371  ;  practical,  360 


Electricity,  medical,  apparatus,  351  ;  appli- 
cations of,  349,  362  ;  bibliography,  373  ; 
definition,350;  physiological  action  of,  350; 
units  of  measurement  in,  353 

Electrification,  general,  363  ;  localised,  364 

Electrolysis,  351,  364 

Electrostatic  combined  battery,  353;  machine, 

Wimshurst,  352  ;  treatment,  352 
Electrotonus,  350 

Embolism,  food  in,  395,  401  ;  in  pytemia, 
591,  603 

Emphysema,  climates  for,  293  ;  compressed 
air  bath  in,  315  ;  food  in,  398  ;  with 
reference  to  life  assurance,  484 

Endocarditis  iu  children,  treatment  of,  420 

Endocarditis,  infective,  setiology  and  history 
of,  627  ;  age  in,  632  ;  bacteriology, 
630  ;  bibliography,  634  ;  causes  of, 
general,  631  ;  chemical  pathology,  634  ; 
in  connection  witli  pyaemia,  591  ;  paths  of 
infection  of,  632  ;  types  of,  various,  630 

Endospores,  508 

Endothelial  cells,  enlai-gement  of,  in  inflam- 
mation, 116 

Endothelium,  vascular,  in  inflammation, 
100  ;  action  of  difl'usible  irritants  on, 
106 

Enemata,  nutrient,  437  ;  purgative,  436 

Enteric  fever,  791  ;  aetiology  of,  793  ;  biblio- 
graphy, 863  ;  definition,  791  ;  diagnosis, 
834  ;  diet  in,  391,  845  ;  erysipelas 
in,  815  ;  geographical  distribution  of, 
793  ;  history  of,  791  ;  infection,  immunity 
from,  807  ;  remoter  causes  of,  806  ; 
spread  of,  802  ;  mixed  infection  iu,  832  ; 
mortality  from,  844  ;  nutrition  of  body 
in,  831  ;  pathology,  837-842  ;  prog- 
nosis, 843  ;  prophylaxis,  858  ;  relapse 
in,  831  ;  sequelae,  828  ;  stools,  examina- 
tion of,  798  ;  sudden  death  in,  844  ; 
symptoms,  816-842  ;  tables  of  mortality, 
860  ;  temperature  in,  812  ;  tempera- 
ture in  post-typhoid,  814  ;  treatment, 
347,  846-857  ;  treatment  of  special  symp- 
toms, 854  ;  varieties  of,  832 

Enteritis,  diet  in,  403,  404 

Enzymes,  519 

Eosinophile  cells,  78  ;  excretory  functions  of, 
91 

Epilepsy,  dietary  in,  396 

Eruptions  iu  enteric  fever,  814 

Erysipelas,  setiology  of,  614  ;  bibliography, 

626  ;   curative,  616  ;  bacteriology,  616  ; 

complications   in,    620  ;    diet   in,   394  ; 

definition,  613  ;  diagnosis,  621  ;  history, 

613  ;  miimte  anatomy,  615  ;  pathology, 

617  ;  prognosis,  621  ;  resulting  from 
wounds,  615  ;  sequelce,  620  ;  symptoms, 

618  ;  treatment,  622 
Erysipelas  in  enteric  fever,  815 
Erythemata,  diet  in,  411 
Erythro-proteid  reaction,  177 
Exanthemata,  diet  in,  393 
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Family  diseases,  43 

Famine  fever,  see  Relapsing  fever,  940 

Feeding-bottles,  457 

Feeding-cup,  387 

Fermentation,  519 

Ferments  in  inflammatory  exudate,  99 
Fever,  abnormal  action  of  the  skin  in,  152  ; 
aetiology,  156  ;  changes  of  volume  of 
the  skin  in,  152  ;  disorder  of  nutrition  in, 
144  ;  phthisis  and  climate,  287,  291  ; 
surface  temperature  in,  153  ;  thermotaxis 
in,  150 

Fever,  the  doctrine  of,  139  ;  Cohnheim's 
theory,  143  ;  Lehmann  and  Zuntz  on, 
144  ;  Leyden's  theory,  142  ;  Lieber- 
meister's  theory,  140,  151  ;  Pfliiger's 
experiments,  143  ;  Senator's  theory,  142  ; 
Traube's  theory,  140,  151  ;  Virchow's 
researches,  140 

Fibrin  in  the  inrtanimatory  exudate,  97 

Fibroblasts  in  intiammation,  117 

Fibrosis,  178 

Fibrous  substitution,  121 

Fistula  in  life  assurance,  485 

Flagella,  509 

Fraenkel's  pneumatic  apparatus,  308 
Friction  in  diseases  of  children,  420 
Furuncle,  651  ;  aetiology  of,  652  ;  bacterio- 
logy of,  652  ;  situation  of,  652  ;  successive 
crops  of,  652  ;  treatment  of,  653 

Gall-stones,  diet  in,  404 
Gangrene,  acute  spreading,  176 
Gangrene,  dry,  175 
Gangrene,  moist,  176 
Gangrene,  secondary,  174 
Gastritis,  dietary  in,  401 
Geigel  and   Mayer's  pneumatic  apparatus, 
309 

Geography,  medical,  of  Great  Britain,  46 
Giant  cells,  nature  of,  81 
Gluge's  corpuscles,  as  result  of  inflammation, 
81 

Glycogen  in  the  liver,  storage  function  of, 
163 

Glycosuria,  balneo-therapeutic  treatment  of, 
335  ;  dietary  in,  407  ;  in  life  assurance, 
486 

Goitre,  exophthalmic,  electric  treatment  of, 
371 

Gonorrhoea  in  life  assurance,  486 

Gout  and  rheumatism,  climates  for,  293 

Gout,  balneo-therapeutic  treatment  of,  335  ; 

dietary   in,   409  ;   distribution   of,    23  ; 

hydrotherapeuties    of,     345  ;    and  life 

assurance,  485 
Granulation  of  cells,  table,  78 
Gravel  and  stone,  balneo  -  therapeutics  of 

335 

Gutta  rosacea,  diet  in,  411 
Gyuseoology,  massage  in,  383 

H^MATOIDIN,  196 


Haemophilia,  dieting  in,  405  ;  and  inherited 
gout,  45 

Haemoptysis,  treatment  of,  by  climate,  286  ; 

and  life  assurance,  483 
Haemorrhage,  cerebral,  feeding  in,  395 
Hfemorrhage  in  enteric  fever,  822,  855 
Hemorrhages  in  diphtheria,  737 
Hfemosideriu,  196 
Hahnemann's  theory  of  disease,  221 
Handball  sprays,  305 
Harelip,  inheritance  of,  46 
Head,    retraction    of,    in   epidemic  c.-sp. 

meningitis,  665 
Headache    in   epidemic    c.-sp.  meningitis, 

665  ;  in  influenza,  684 
Health  resorts,  mountain,  274  ;  principal, 

256  ;   summer,  270,  292  ;   winter,  270, 

292 

Heart  disease,  climates  for,  293  ;  in  phthisis, 

climatic   treatment   of,    287  ;    and  life 

assurance,  484 
Heart,  diseases  of,  balneo  -  therapeutics  of, 

334  ;  diet  in,  399,  400 
Heat,  effects  of  great,  491  ;  sedative  action 

of,  344 

Heat-stroke,  see  Insolation,  491 
Helpless  persons,  feeding  of,  387  ;  nursing 
of,  430 

Hemiplegia,  electric  treatment  of,  364 
Heredity  and  life  assurance,  483 
Hernia  and  life  assurance,  485 
Herpes  in  epidemic  c.-sp.  meningitis,  667 
Heterology,  202 
Hodgkin's  disease,  diet  in,  406 
Humoral  theory,  the,  88 
Hyaline  cells,  as  phagocytes,  91  ;  and  leuco- 
cytes, 79  ;  and  fibroblasts,  118 
Hyaloplasm,  165 

Hydrocephalus,  chronic,  after  epidemic  c.-sp. 
meningitis,  668 

Hydrophobia,  feeding  in,  395 

Hydrotherapeuties,  action  and  physiological 
effects  of,  341  ;  Inliliogi-aphy  348  ;  cases 
suitable  for,  345  ;  eontra-indicatious  to, 
348  ;  definition,  339  ;  history,  339  ;  modes 
of  application,  340 

"  Hydrotherapeutic  reaction  "  to  cold,  341  ; 
to  heat,  343 

Hyperplasia,  200 

Hyperplasia,  fibrous,  forms  of,  124  ;  and 
intlamination,  119;  non  -  inflammatory, 
1-24 

Hyperpyrexia,  154  ;  hydrotherapeuties  of, 
348 

Hypertrophy,  197  ;  causes  of,  199  ;  com- 
pensatory, 198 
Hyphomycetes,  504 

Hypochondriasis,  climates  for,  294  ;  electric 

treatment  of,  370 
Hypoplasia,  178 

Hysteria,  hydrotherapeuties  of,  346  ;  diet 
in,  396  ;  electric  treatment  of,  369  ; 
massage  in,  383 
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Ichthyosis,  44 
Idiosyncrasy,  44 

Immunity,  558  ;  definition  of,  563  ;  acquired, 
558  ;  acquired,  Bouchard's  hypothesis  of, 
563  ;  acquired,  factors  in  production  of, 
573  ;  acquired  by  feeding  with  living 
organisms  or  products,  565  ;  acquired  by 
injections  of  bacterial  products,  560  ;  ac- 
quired by  inoculation  with  attenuated 
virus,  559  ;  acquired  by  small  doses  of 
virulent  virus,  559  ;  acquired,  hypothesis 
of  retention,  568  ;  acquired,  natural,  after 
infection,  559  ;  acquired,  Pasteur's  hypo- 
thesis of  exhaustion,  566  ;  acquired, 
theories  of,  566 

Immunity,  active,  565,  572  ;  individual, 
575  ;  hereditary,  578  ;  natural,  575  ; 
natural  and  acquired  compared,  577  ; 
natural,  theories  of,  576  ;  passive,  565, 
572  ;  racial,  575 

Inanition,  discharge  of  nitrogen  iu,  147  ; 
from  disease,  170 

Infants,  diet  of,  416 

"Infants'  foods,"  415 

Infection,  537  ;  and  contagion,  540  ;  and 
intoxication,  538  ;  bibliography,  585  ; 
general  pathology,  503  ;  latent,  555 

Infection,  congenital,  556  ;  germinal,  557  ; 
placental,  557  ;  septic,  587 

Infection,  disposition  to,  congenital,  554  ; 
individual,  550  ;  racial,  550 

Infective  diseases,  definition  of,  538  ;  incu- 
bation of,  539  ;  propagation  of,  542 

Infiltration,  albuminous,  see  Cloudy  Swell- 
ing, 192 

Infiltrations,  177 

Inflamed  areas,  increased  temperature  of,  124 

Inflammation,  classiflcation  of  forms  of,  126  ; 
comparative  pathology,  56  ;  definition, 
54,  134  ;  experimental  production  of, 
62,  66  ;  systemic  changes  consequent  on, 
131  ;  the  leucocytosis  of,  77 

Inflammation  of  the  cornea,  63 

Inflammation,  suppurative,  experimental  pro- 
duction of,  70  ;  processes  of,  72  ;  septi- 
CEemic  extension  of,  73 

Inflammatory  exudation,  94  ;  dilution  of 
irritant  by,  96  ;  and  ordinary  lymph,  96  ; 
"  flushing  out "  action  of,  95 

Inflammatory  fever,  74 

Inflammatory  process,  factors  in,  77  ;  pheno- 
mena of,  75 

Influenza,  679  ;  aetiology  of,  692  ;  bacteri- 
ology of,  694  ;  bibliography  of,  701  ; 
description  of,  679  ;  diagnosis  of,  698  ; 
diagnosis  of,  from  Dengue,  692  ;  diagnosis 
of,  from  pertussis,  693  ;  dietary  in,  394  ; 
history,  690  ;  incubation,  693  ;  morbid 
anatomy,  695  ;  nervous  phenomena,  683  ; 
prophylaxis,  700  ;  sequelse,  687  ;  symp- 
toms, 684  ;  types  of,  680 

Influenza,  typhoidal,  698 

Inhalation,  methods  of,  301  ;  of  carbonic 


acid,  302  ;  of  chlorine,  303  ;  of  iodine, 
303  ;  of  mercury,  304  ;  of  nitrous  oxide, 
302  ;  of  oxygen,  301  ;  of  steam,  304  ;  of 
sulphur,  304  ;  of  turpentine,  306 

Inheritance  in  disease,  laws  of,  39 

Insanity,  massage  in,  383 

Insolation,  491  ;  bibliogTaphy  of,  502  ;  cases 
of,  500  ;  forms  of,  495  ;  hyperpyrexia  in, 
500  ;  morbid  anatomy,  497  ;  prognosis, 
496  ;  prophylaxis,  497  ;  sequelae,  500  ; 
statistics  of  (India),  493,  494  ;  symptoma- 
tology and  pathology,  494  ;  treatment, 
498 

Insomnia,  electric  treatment  of,  370  ;  massage 

iu,  379 
"Insurance  heart,"  484 
Intemperance  and  life  assurance,  485 
Intestinal  obstruction,  feeding  in,  404 
Intoxication,  septic,  586 

Jaundice,  diet  in,  404  ;  in  relapsing  fever, 
943 

Junod  boot,  the,  307 

Kaposi's  disease,  inheritance  of,  44 
Keratinisation,  196 
Ketchum's  pneumatic  cabinet,  309 
Kidneys,  diseases  of,  climates  for,  294 
Kidneys,  lardaceous  disease  of,  diet  in,  407 
Koch's  comma  bacillus,  879  ;  chemistry  of, 

892  ;   pathogenetic   properties   of,  889  ; 

vitality  of,  894 
Kopf  tetanus,  780 

Laryngeal  aff'ections  in  enteric  fever,  818 

Laryngitis,  feeding  in,  397 

Lead  poisoning,  diet  in,  409  ;  electric  treat- 
ment of,  368 

Lecithin,  importance  of,  in  nutrition,  165  ; 
in  fatty  degeneration  of  nervous  system, 
188 

Leprosy,  transmission  of,  42 

Leuchaemia,  diet  in,  405 

Leucocytes,  action  of  diffusible  irritants  on, 
106  ;  classification  of,  79  ;  diapedesis  of, 
in  inflanmiation,  104  ;  massing  of,  68 

Leucocytopenia,  132 

Leucocytosis  in  diphtheria,  729 

Life  assurance,  476  ;  contingent  risks  in,  477  ; 
claims  in,  486  ;  endowment  assurances, 
477  ;  forms  of  application  for,  479,  480  ; 
issue  risks  in,  477  ;  medical  examination 
of  applicants,  478,  481  ;  medical  officials, 
duties  of,  478  ;  rating  in,  481,  482 

Light,  effects  of,  on  bacteria,  254  ;  effects  of, 
on  oxidation  of  animal  cells,  253 

Lithaemia,  dietary  in,  404 

Liver,  influence  of,  on  nutrition,  166 

Locomotor  ataxia,  massage  in,  382 

Longevity,  inherited,  169 

Lumbago,  electric  treatment  of,  369 

Lymphadenitis  in  diphtheritic  sore  throat, 
734 
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Lymphatic  glands  iu  plague,  929 
Lymphocytes,  79 

Malahia,  climatic  treatment  of,  294 
Map  of  cancer,  51  ;  comparison  of  cancer 
and   phthisis,     53  ;  heart   disease,    49  ; 
phthisis  among  females,  52 
Maps  of  diseases  of  Great  Britain,  48 
Massage,  373  ;  abdominal,  376  ;  bililiograpliy 
of,  385  ;  contra-indications  to,  384  ;  gene- 
ral, 376  ;  immediate  effect  of,  377  ;  physi- 
ology, 377  ;  technique,  374 
Measles,  distriliution  of,  26 
Medical  statistics,  3 

Medication  by  mouth,  243  ;  by  rectum,  243 ; 

by  skin,  243 
Melancholia,  massage  in,  383 
Melanin,  197 

Mellin's  food  for  infants,  415 
Meningitis,  epidenuc  cerebro  -  spinal,  659  ; 
."Etiology,  672  ;  complications  and  sequelae, 

668  ;  bacteriology,  673  ;  bibliogi'aphy, 
678  ;  diagnosis,  671  ;  features,  cutaneous, 
667  ;  general  features  of,  664  ;  history, 
660  ;  morbid  anatomy,  661  ;  outbreaks  of, 
in  United  Kingdom,  676  ;  prognosis,  670  ; 
symptoms  and  course,  663  ;  treatment, 

669  ;  types,  various,  664 
Mental  alienation,  distribution  of,  33 
Mental  diseases  in  enteric  fever,  829 
Metamorphoses,  177 
Metamorphosis,  fatty,  185 
Metaplasia,  202 

Micrococci,  506 

Micro-organisms,  aerobic,  513  ;  anaerobic, 
513;  atmospheric  pressure  on,  515  ;  chromo- 
genetic,  518  ;  classification,  516  ;  cultiva- 
tion, 512,  515  ;  in  infectious  diseases,  538  ; 
interaction,  534,  552  ;  latency,  555 ;  me- 
chanical effects,  539  ;  pathogenetic,  535  ; 
sunlight  and,  514  ;  variability  of  virulence, 
530,  537,  543 

Micro-organisms,  involution  forms,  510  ; 
morphology,  504  ;  pleomorphism,  510 

Migraine,  dietary  in,  396 ;  massage  in,  380 

Milk,  of  cow  and  human,  413  ;  sterilised  for 
infants,  414  ;  sterilised  or  boiled,  393 

Mitosis  in  acute  inflammation,  101,  116 

Morphiomania,  massage  in,  384 

Motor  points,  diagrams  of,  357 

Moulds,  504 

Mucin  in  inflammatory  exudate,  97 
Murray's  pneumatic  instrument,  307 
Muscle,  atrophic  changes  of,  184 
"  Muscular  rheumatism,"  hydrotherapeutics 

of,  345 
Myco-proteins,  527 
Myopia  and  dolichokephaly,  33 
Myxcedema,  diet  in,  406 

Nasal  feeding  apparatus  and  method,  387 
Necrosis  of  tissue,  by  disturbance  of  circula- 
tion, 172  ;  causes  and  pathogen)',  171, 
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172;  morbid  anatomy  and  pathology. 
174 

Necrosis  coagulation,  174;  colliquative,  174; 
fat,  175  ;  septic,  see  Gangrene,  175 

Neoplasms  and  inflammation,  113 

Nephritis,  dietary  in,  406,  407 

Nerves,  injuries  of,  electric  treatment  of,  366 

Nervous  system,  affections  of,  climates  for, 
294  ;  balneo-therapeutic  treatment  of,  336 

Nervous  system  and  nutrition,  168  ;  and  in- 
flammation, 108 

Neuralgia,  climatic  treatment  of,  295  ;  elec- 
tric treatment  of,  369  ;  hydrotherapeutic 
treatment  of,  345  ;  massage  in,  380 

Neurasthenia,  climates  for,  294  ;  electric 
treatment  of,  370  ;  massage  in,  383 

Neuritis,  diet  in,  395 ;  electric  treatment  of, 
368  ;  massage  in,  380 

Neutrophile  cells,  as  phagocytes,  91 ;  classi- 
fication, 79 

New  growths,  attempts  to  cultivate  microbe 
of,  214 ;  bibliography,  217  ;  endemic 
location  of,  209 ;  general  pathology, 
201 ;  metastasis,  203  ;  parasitic  theory, 
206,  210  ;  pathogenesis,  204-206  ;  struc- 
ture, 201  ;  treatment,  213-216 

Nitrification,  529 

Nucleiu,  composition  of,  165 

Nurses,  age  for  training  of,  423  ;  duties  of, 
as  to  gynfecological  work,  439  ;  duties  of, 
as  to  hospital  ward  work,  424 

Nursing,  423  ;  district,  446 ;  medical,  428  ; 
of  children,  442  ;  of  children  in  trache- 
otomy, 443  ;  of  helpless  patients,  430  ;  pri- 
vate, 444  ;  puerperal,  450  ;  surgical,  424 

Nystagmus  in  epidemic  c.-sp.  meningitis,  666 

Obesity,  massage  in,  384 
Occupation  neuroses,  massage  in,  381 
Oertel's  steam  uebuliser,  305 
Optic  neuritis  in  epidemic  c.-sp.  meningitis, 
666 

Osteomyelitis,  acute  suppurative,  in  pyaemia, 
605 

Oxyphile  cells,  classification,  79 

Pancreas  and  nutrition,  167 

Paralysis   in   epidemic    c.-sp.  meningitis, 

666  ;  acute  atrophic,  massage  in,   382  ; 

liulbar,  feeding  in,  395  ;  facial,  electric 

treatment  of,  367  ;  iu  diphtheria,  739  ; 

infantile,  electric  bath  for,  363  ;  electric 

treatment  of,  365;  pseudo -hypertrophic, 

massage  in,  382 
Parasitic  skin  diseases,  diet  in,  410 
Parotitis  in  enteric  fever,  820 
Peptones  in  inflammatory  exudate,  97 
Peptonised  foods,  393 
Perforation  in  enteric  fever,  823 
Pericarditis  in  Bright's  disease,  diet  in,  400  : 

in  children,  treatment  of,  420 
Perichondritis  in  phthisis,  efiect  of  Alps  on, 
I  287 


INDEX 


975 


Periostitis  in  pysemia,  605 

Peripheral  neuritis  in  enteric  fever,  829 

Peritonitis,  diet  in,  404,  405 

Pestis  major,  928 

Pestis  minor,  928 

Phagocytosis,  81,  567  ;  theory  of,  86 
rharmaceutike  rationalis  (1574),  218 
Pharmacopoeia  (London,  of  1618),  217  ;  (of 

1632),  217  ;  (of  1677),  219  ;  (of  1788), 

220. 

Pharyugo-typhoid,  821 
Phosphorescence,  531 

Phthisis,  climatic  treatment  of,  273,  276, 
286  ;  compressed  air  bath  in,  316  ;  dis- 
tribution of,  24  ;  heredity  of,  556  ;  rarity 
of,  in  Alps,  273  ;  and  life  assurance,  483 

Phthisis  pulmonalis,  dietary  in,  398 

Pigmentation,  195  ;  extrinsic,  197  ;  hiema- 
togenous,  196 

Pituitary  body,  in  nutrition,  168 

Plague  as  a  commuuicalile  disease,  926  ; 
bacteriology,  921  ;  liiljliography,  938  ; 
conditions  favourable  to,  925  ;  definition, 
917  ;  diagnosis,  934  ;  general  path- 
ology, 920  ;  history,  917  ;  morbid 
anatomy,  934  ;  mortality  from,  933  ; 
prognosis,  934  ;  prophylaxis  and  pre- 
vention, 936  ;  stages,  928  ;  symptoms, 
932  ;  treatment,  935 

Plague,  endemic,  922  ;  as  a  soil  disease,  923 

Plasters,  mustard,  435 

Pleurisy  and  life  assurance,  484 

Poisoning,  chronic  metallic,  hydrotherapeutic 
treatment  of,  346 

"  Poissou's  formula,"  4 

Polio-myelitis,  anterior,  faradism  in,  383  ; 

massage  in,  383 
Polio-myelitis  in  enteric  fever,  829 
Polyuria,  climatic  treatment  of,  295 
Pneumonia,  epidemic,  655  ;  aetiology,  657  ; 
bacteriology,     658  ;     occasional  pheno- 
mena of,  656  ;  relation  of,  to  age,  table, 
657  ;     symptoms,    656  ;  transmission, 
659 

Pneumonia,  diet  in,  398  ;  in  connection 
^vith  malignant  endocarditis,  633  ;  in 
enteric  fever,  819 

Predisposition,,  acquired,  548  ;  and  im- 
munity, 558  ;  hereditary,  554  ;  personal, 
547 

Pregnancy  and  life  assurance,  486 
Proliferation  of  connective  tissue  in  inflam- 
mation, 116  ;   of  fixed  cells   in  tuber- 
culosis, 117 
Protective  power  of  blood  serum,  570 
Proteids  in  inflammatory  exudate,  97 
Psoriasis,  diet   in,  411  ;  hydrotherapeutic 

treatment  of,  346  ;  inheritance  of,  44 
Ptomaine  poisoning  iu  children,  treatment 

of,  419 
Ptomaines,  519 

Puerperal  fever,  charts  of,  642  ;  in  connec- 
tiou  with  saprsemia,  591 


Puerperal  septic  disease,  aetiology  of,  637  ; 
bacteriology  of,  638  ;  bibliography  of, 
651  ;  history  of,  635  ;  mortality  from,  in 
lying  -  in  hospitals,  636  ;  pathology  of, 
640  ;  paths  of  infection  in,  639  ;  symp- 
toms of,  641  ;  theory  of  auto-infection 
in,  638  ;  treatment,  preventive,  646  ; 
remedial,  648 

Purpura,  diet  in,  405  ;  in  epidemic  c.-sp. 
meningitis,  667 

Putrefaction,  529 

Pyaemia,  age  in,  605  ;  diagnosis,  611  ; 
definition,  587  ;  experimental,  compared 
with  human,  590  ;  history,  601  ;  joint 
lesions  in,  604,  608  ;  morlnd  anatomy,  609  ; 
pathology,  602  ;  prognosis,  612  ;  symp- 
toms, 606  ;  tissue  changes  in,  605  ;  treat- 
ment, 612 

Pyaemia,  chronic,  see  Abscesses,  multiple, 
587  ;  idiopathic,  591  ;  portal,  see  Pyle- 
phlebitis, suppurative,  610  ;  puerperal, 
645 

Pyle-phlebitis,  suppurative,  591,  602,  610 
Pyloric  stenosis,  dietary  in,  403 
Pyrexia,  see  Fever,  139 
Pyrogen,  157 

Quarantine  for  cholera  Asiatica,  867  ;  for 
plague,  937 

Rainfall  in  different  regions,  252 
Ranvier's  cells  as  result  of  inflammation,  81 
Rash  in  relapsing  fever,  943 
Rashes,  antitoxin,  584 

Raynaud's  disease,  electric  treatment  of,  371 

Reaction  of  degeneration,  359 

Recruiting  statistics,  American,  27  ;  Bel- 
gium, 31  ;  French,  29  ;  French  table,  32 

Relapse  in  relapsing  fever,  944  ;  period  of, 
945 

Relapsing  fever,  940  ;  fetiology,  948  ;  biblio- 
graphy, 958  ;  contagion  in,  949  ;  diagnosis, 
955  ;  duration,  941  ;  intermission  in, 
945  ;  micro-organism,  950  ;  morbid  ana- 
tomy, 956  ;  prognosis  in,  956  ;  relation  of, 
to  typhoid  fever,  953  ;  sequelae,  956  ;  symp- 
toms, 942  ;  synonyms  for,  940  ;  treatment, 
958 

Respirators,  305 

Respiratory  gymnastics,  316 

Respiratory  organs,  diseases  of,  balneo- 
therapeutic treatment  of,  333 

Response  to  injury  among  annelids,  60  ; 
metazoa,  58  ;  protozoa,  56  ;  vertebrata, 
62 

Retinitis  pigmentosa,  inheritance  of,  44 
Rheumatic  fever,  dietary  in,  409 
Rheumatism,    chronic,    balueo  -  therapeutic 

treatment  of,  335 
Rheumatism,  hydrotherapeutics  of,  345 
Rickets,  dietary  in,  410  ;  hydrotherapeutics 

of,  346 
Rigors  in  influenza,  686 
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Salivary  glands  in  diphtheria,  735  ' 
Saprsemia,  aetiology,  592  ;  definition,  586  ; 
diagnosis,  595  ;  experimental,  588  ;  morbid 
anatomy,  594  ;  pathology,  590  ;  prognosis, 

595  ;  symptoms,  593  ;  treatment,  595 
Sapraimia  in  puerperal  disease,  638 
Sarcinee,  507 

Sarcoma,  definition  of,  203 
Scarlatina,  distribution  of,  26 
Schizomycetes,  506 

Sciatica,  electric  treatment  of,  369  ;  hydro- 
therapeutic  treatment  of,  345  ;  massage 
in,  380 

Scorbutus,  dietary  in,  405 

Scrofula,  climates  for,  293  ;  inheritance  of, 
42 

Scurvy,  infantile,  diet  in,  410 

Sea  voyages,  257,  291 

Senile  decay,  climatic  treatment  of,  296 

Septicaemia,  contagiousness,  598  ;  definition, 

587  ;  diagnosis,  600  ;  experimental,  589  ; 

morbid  anatomy,  599  ;  pathology,  532, 

596  ;  phlebitis,  591,  602  ;  prognosis,  600  ; 
symptoms,  599  ;  treatment,  601 

Septicemia,  puerperal,  639 

Serum,  antitoxic,  treatment,  579  ;  protective 

value  of,  581,  585  ;  summary  of  results 

of,  583 

Serum,    curative,    administration  of,   584  ; 

dosage   of,    583  ;   rashes  due   to,   584  ; 

specificity  of,  569,  582 
Serum  therapeutics,  579  ;  bibliography,  585  ; 

limits,  580  ;  methods,  581 
Serum  treatment   in   diphtheria,  754  ;  in 

plague,  936  ;  in  tetanus,  771 
Serum-albumen  in  infiaramatory  exudate,  97 
Serum-globulin  in  inflammatory  exudate,  97 
Sex  in  dosage  of  drugs,  244 
Sexual    organs,    affections  of  the  female, 

balneo-therapeutic  treatment  of,  336 
Shivering,  reflex  action  of,  159 
Sickness    in    various    armies,    table,    7  ; 

countries,  tallies,  8-11 
Skin,  chronic  alfections  of,  hydrotherapeutic 

treatment  of,  346 
Small-pox,  distribution  of,  26 
Snow,  influence  of,  on  atmosphere,  252 
Soldiers,  liability  of,  to  cerebro-spinal  menin- 
gitis, 672 
"  Soothing  syrups  "  for  children,  422 
Specificity  of  disease,  535  ;  limitations  of, 

536 

"  Spinal  irritation,"  massage  in,  379 
Spirilla,  507 

Spleen,  influence  of,  on  nutrition,  168  ;  in 

relapsing  fever,  952 
Spongioplasm,  165 
Spores,  508 
Staphylococci,  507 

Stature  in  connection  with  disease,  29 
Stigmata,  106 
Stomatitis,  dietary  in,  401 
Streptococci,  506 


Sunstroke,  see  Insolation,  491 

Suppuration  from  bacteria,  129;  from  chemi- 
cal substances,  129 

Suprarenal  capsules,  influence  of,  on  nutri- 
tion, 168 

Syncope  in  boys,  472  ;  in  insolation,  494 
Synovitis,  massage  in,  379 
Synovitis,  gonorrhceal,  diet  in,  410 
Syphilis,  balneo  -  therapeutic  treatment  in, 

336  ;   diet  in,  395  ;  inheritance  of,  40  ; 

and  life  assurance,  486 
Syrups,  medicated,  422 

Teeth,  racial  characters  of,  34 
Temperament,    36  ;    suggestions    for  new 

system  of,  38  ;  types  of,  39 
Temperature,  atmospheric,  influence  of,  on 

plague,  925 
Temperature  of  soil,  influence  of  drainage 

on,  255  ;  vegetation  on,  255 
Tendon  reflexes  in  epidemic  c.-sp.  meningitis, 

666 

Tetanus,  758  ;  accidental  traumatic,  766  ; 
artificial  immunity  from,  770  ;  bacterio- 
logical diagnosis,  767  ;  bibliography,  790  ; 
diagnosis,  780  ;  experimental,  764  ;  "idio- 
pathic," 764,  778  ;  incubation,  reference 
to  severity,  773  ;  morbid  anatomy,  788  ; 
pathology,  759  ;  statistics,  in  American 
war,  789  ;  symptoms,  776  ;  treatment,  783 

Tetanus  antitoxin,  772 

Tetanus  bacillus,  the,  760  ;  culture  of,  762  ; 

inoculation  of,  763 
Tetanus,  feeding  in,  395 
Tetanus,  infantile,  789 
Tetanus  neonatorum,  789 
Tetanus  poison,  the,  766 
Tetanus,  serum  treatment  in,  771  ;  results 

of,  compared  with  diphtheria,  775 
Tetany,  782 
Tetracocci,  507 
Thermogenesis,  148,  159 
Thermolysis,  159 
Thermotactic  centre,  the,  151 
Thermotaxis,  159 

Thrombo-phlebitis  in  carbuncles,  655 
Thrombosis,  food  in,  395,  401  ;  in  enteric 

fever,  817  ;  in  influenza,  683  ;  in  pyaemia, 

691,  603 

Thyroid  body,  influence  of,  on  nutrition,  ' 
167 

Tinnitus  aurium,  electric  treatment  of,  370 
Tissue,  calcification  of,  193  ;  associated  with 

fatty  degeneration,  195 
Tissue  cells,  degeneration  of,  in  inflammation, 

113;  "reversionary"  degeneration  of,  in 

inflammation,  114  ;  regeneration  of,  115  ; 

in  inflammation,  113 
Tissues,  interdependence  of,  166 
Tonics  in  diseases  of  children,  421 
Tonsillitis,  diet  in,  401 
Torticollis,  massage  in,  382 
Toxalbuniins,  519 
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Toxic  proteins,  523 

Toxins,  517  ;  intravascular  and  extravasoular, 

effect  of,  on  diapedesis,  106 
Tracheotomy  in  diphtheritic  croup,  751 
"Transmutation  in  transmission,"  46 
Trophotropism,  58 
Trousseau's  cigarettes,  304 
Tuberculosis,  inheritance  of,  41 
Tuberculosis  of  lynipli  glands,  diet  in,  406 
Tufnell's  diet,  400 

Tumours,  innocent,  202  ;  growth  of,  by  in- 
flammation, 203  ;  malignant,  202  ;  multi- 
plicity of,  302 

Tympanites  in  enteric  fever,  823,  855 

Typhilitis,  diet  in,  403 

Typhoid  bacillus,  character  and  biology  of, 
793  ;  diagnosis  of,  from  B.  coli  com- 
mune, 796  ;  inoculation  on  animals  of, 
801 ;  pathogenetic  nature  of,  799  ;  portals 
of  entrance  into  human  body,  808 

Typhoid  spine,  829 

Typhus,  relapsing,  and  other  fevers,  dietary 

in,  392 
Tyrosis,  175 

Ulcer,  gastric,  dietary  in,  402 

UrEemia,  feeding  in,  407 

Urinary  organs,  diseases  of,  dietary  in,  406 

Urine,  incontinence  of,  electric  treatment 

of,  372 
Urticaria,  diet  in,  411 
Uterine  fibroma,  electric  treatment  of,  372 

Vaso-MOTOK  paralysis  and  inflammation,  111 
Venosity,    abdominal,    balneo  -  therapeutic 

treatment  in,  333 
Ventilation  of  medical  wards,  428  ;  of  surgical 

wards,  424 
Virchow's  theory  of  inflammation,  114 
Vomiting,  hysterical,  diet  in,  396 
Vomiting,  in  diphtheria,  738  ;  in  epidemic 

c-sp.  meningitis,  666 


Waldenburg's  pneumatic  apjiaratus,  307 
Wasting  in  children,  treatment  of,  422 
Water-beds,  431 

Water,  boiled,  use  of,  in  dietetics,  393 

Water,  internal  use  of,  344  ;  cold,  local  ap- 
plication of,  343  ;  cold  treatment,  341  ; 
hot,  local  ajiplication  of,  344  ;  warm, 
treatment,  343 

Waters,  alkaline,  323  ;  action  of,  324  ; 
enumeration  of  spas,  324  ;  uses  of,  325  ; 
varieties  of,  324 

Waters,  arsenic,  327 

Waters,  common  salt,  or  muriated  saline, 

321  ;   action  of,  322  ;    enumeration  of, 

321  ;  uses  of,  323 
Waters,  earthy,  or  calcareous,  329  ;  action 

of,  330  ;  enumeration  of,  329  ;  uses  of, 

330 

Waters,  iron  or  chalybeate,  326  ;  action  of, 
327  ;  enumeration  of,  326  ;  uses  of,  327 

Waters,  mineral,  carbonic  acid  in,  323  ; 
choice  of,  in  individual  case,  332  ;  classi- 
fication of,  319  ;  description  of,  318  ; 
therapeutic  employment  of,  330 

Waters,  simple  thermal,  319  ;  action  of, 
320  ;  enumeration  of,  320  ;  uses  of,  321 

Waters,  sulphated  or  bitter,  325  ;  action  of, 
325  ;  enumeration  of,  325  ;  uses  of,  325 

Waters,  sulphur,  328  ;  action  of,  329  ; 
enumeration  of,  328  ;  uses  of,  329 

Weir  Mitchell's  rest  treatment,  382  ;  treat- 
ment of  hysteria,  397 

Work-hypertrophy,  198 

Writer's  cramp,  massage  in,  381 

Xanthochroi,  36 
Xeroderma,  inheritance  of,  44 
Xeroderma  pigmentosum,  44 

Yaws,  27 

Yellow  fever,  distribution  of,  25 
Youth,  the  hygiene  of,  457 
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